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aS?V  E.  Monson  to  the  Marquih  of  Salisbury . 

My  Lord,  Athens,  June  6,  1892.**^ 

I HAVE  tlie  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  a 
Report  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Elliot  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of 
(Ireece  for  the  years  1889-9  L 1 { - 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  EDMUND  MONSON. 


Mr,  Elliot  to  Sir  Er Monson. 

Sir,  Athens,  June  6,  1S92.  '' 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  a Report  which  I liave 
prepared  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Greece  for  1889-90,  and, 
so  far  as  I have  been  able  to  obtain  statistics,  for  1891 ; to  which  I 
liave  added  a few  notes  on  the  Gr(:.ek  Railways  in  1891,  and  on 
recent  alterations  in  the  Customs  Tariff.  A translation  of  the 
tariff  is  annexed.-f" 

In  a previous  report  (on  the  finances  of  Greece)  1 followed  the 
example  of  my  predecessors  in  converting  Greek  currency  into 
sterling  at  the  rate  of  30  dr.  to  the  11,  with  the  object  of  represent- 
ing with  some  approximation  to  accuracy  the  actual  sterling  values 
of  the  figures  dealt  with. 

In  the  present  report,  however,  I have  departed  from  this 
principle,  and  have  throughout  converted  currency  into  sterling  at 
the  par  rate  of  25  dr.  to  the  11.  I have  done  so  for  the  following 
reasons; — In  the  first  place,  the  values  of  imports  given  in  the 
Greek  statistics  profess  to  be  gold  values.  In  the  second  place,  a 
system  which  was  possible  so  long  as  the  rate  of  exchange  re^ 
mained  stationary,  or  nearly  so,  became  impracticable  when  ttie 
depreciation  of  paper  attained  the  proportions  that  it  has  recently 
done.  From  the  Greek  point  of  view  the  unitor  standard — the 
drachma — remains  the  same,  and  the  comparison  of  the  statistics 

* See  postscript,  p.  14. — Ed. 
t Sent  to  Board  of  Trade  for  publication  in  Journal. 
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of  one  year  with  those  of  another  offers  no  ditficulty ; but  our  in- 
structions are  tlnit  the  figures  given  in  a report  to  the  Foreign 
Office  should  be  in  sterling,  and  comparison  would  be  impossible  if 
the  figures  for  one  year  were  converted  at  the  rate  of  30  dr,,  and 
those  for  the  next  at  the  rate  of  35  dr.  or  36  dr.  to  the  11.  1 have 

therefore  decided  to  adopt  once  for  all  the  par  rate  of  the  drachma 
at  25  dr.  to  tlie  11.  for  all  equivalents  in  sterling. 

I am  indebted  for  assistance  to  Mr.  Martelaos,  and  especially  to 
Mr.  Arthur  Hill,  Vice-Consul  for  the  Piraeus,  from  whom  I have 
derived  all  the  details  of  a commercial  nature  contained  in  this 
report. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  F.  ELLIOT. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Greece  for  the  Year  1890. 
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Commerce. 


Commerce  in 
general. 


Statistical 
returns  more 
detailed. 


The  latest  complete  statistics  of  the  foreign  trade  and  naviga- 
tion of  Greece  are  those  for  the  year  1890,  published  in  February 
last  in  a bulky  volume  of  nearly  900  pages,  or  nearly  double  the 
size  of  that  for  the  preceding  year. 

In  a statistical  publication  of  such  dimensions,  it  was,  perhaps, 
inevitable  that  some  errors  should  occur ; but  the  work  in  general 
bears  witness  to  tlie  care  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  painstaking 
Dirc'ctor  of  the  Statistical  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance, 
Mr.  Skiadas,  and  shows  a distinct  advance  upon  previous  issues 
from  his  office.' 


/ THENS. 


The  iiici’oased  size  of  the  Aoluine  is  due  to  tlie  gieater  iiiiiuvte- 
iiess  witli  which  the  details,  e^rpecially  of  the  import  trade,  are  set 
fortl).  In  1880  iin])()rts  wore  classed  nmhr  220  heads;  they  are 
now  divided  into  oed  heads,  representing  etch  of  tlie  classes  and 
suh-classes  of  the  customs  tariff 

It  is  evident  that  a comparison  in  detail  of  the  imports  of  1890  Difliculf.y  of 
with  those  of  1889  is  a matter  of  some  difficulty  ; and  indeed  it 
has  not  been  undertaken  in  the  Greek  official  volume.  1 have,  anoUur! 
however,  attempted  it  hy  grouping  together  the  new  heads  so  as  to 
correspond  to  the  old  classification  ; and  I believe  that  the  figures 
given  in  the  tables  annexed  to  this  report  are  sufficiently  correct. 

Certain  apparent  anomalies  will  be  found  in  them,  such,  for  in- 
stance, as  an  increase  in  the  quantity  simultaneously  with  a decrease 
in  the  value  of  some  article  of  importation ; but  these  may  be  due 
either  to  some  actual  fall  in  value,  of  which  those  engaged  in  that 
particular  trade  will  be  best  competent  to  judge  ; or  possibly  to 
some  undetected  clerical  error  in  the  Greek  official  figures ; or 
again  to  a change  in  the  valuation  of  the  article  by  the  officials 
appointed  to  assess  values.  “ The  values  given  in  the  tables  of  our 
commercial  statistics  have  been  determined  by  a special  commission 
appointed  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  Finance ; they  are  fixed  in 
francs,  hard  money,  and  represent  as  nearly  as  possible  the  mean 
market  price  of  each  class  of  commodity.”  (Preface  to  Greek 
Commercial  Statistics.)  The  estimates  of  value  thus  framed  are 
necessarily  somewhat  arbitrary. 

Having  been  furnished,  by  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Skiadas,  with 
the  returns  for  1891,  so  far  as  they  give  the  total  values  of  the 
inqDorts  from  and  exports  to  foreign  countries,  I am  enabled  to  give 
a comparison  of  the  commerce  of  the  three  years  1889,  1890,  and 
1891,  in  tabular  form.  (1  may  mention  incidentalfy  that  the 
details  of  the  latter  year  are  already  being  set  up  in  type,  and  that  it 
is  hoped  they  may  be  ready  for  publication  in  two  or  three  months. 

The  anticipation  of  the  usual  period  of  publication  of  Greek  com- 
mercial statistics  by  fcur  or  five  mouths  will  greatly  enhance  their 
value.) 

Annex  A gives  the  total  value  of  tlie  trade  of  each  country  witli 
Greece,  both  imports  and  exports,  for  the  three  years.  Annex  B 
shows  the  increase  or  decrease  in  each  year  compared  with  the 
preceding  one.  The  figures  in  all  cases  relate  to  the  actual  imports 
through  the  custom-house  for  consunijition  in  the  country,  and  to 
the  actual  exports  from  Greek  territory.  The  term  “ British 
trade”  includes  trade  with  British  possessions  as  well  as  with 
Great  Britain  itself ; they  are  not  distinguished  in  the  Greek 
statistics. 


Imports 


Turning  first  to  the  import  trade,  the  first  point  that  attracts  Imports, 
attention  is  that  while  the  total  value  of  imports  into  Greece  fell  Comparison  of 
from  5,306,129^.  in  1889  to  4,831,424/.  in  1890,  or  9 per  cent.,  the 
(1351) 
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Comparison  of 
1891  with 
1890. 


Details  of 
impor:s. 


Effect  of 

Commercial 

Convention. 


Hides. 


volume  of  British  trade  increased  during  the  same  period  from 
1,184,402/.  to  1,329.492/.,  or  12  per  cent.  The  only  other  countries 
showing  a similar  increase  were  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Italy,  the 
aggregate  of  whose  imports  into  Greece  was  498,268/.  in  1889,  and 
590,774/.  in  1890.  Imports  from  France  fell  from  465,514/.  to 
410,204/.,  or  12  per  cent. ; from  Austria-Hungary  from  745,448/. 
to  667,619/.,  or  10  per  cent. ; and  from  the  Netherlands  from 
116,284/.  to  74,440/.,  or  36  per  cent. 

The  year  1891  showed  a great  recovery  in  the  import  trade,  the 
total  imports  reaching  a value  of  5,560,052/.,  being  an  increase  of 
782,963/.,  or  16  per  cent,  over  1890,  and  253,923/.  over  1889. 
British  trade  more  than  took  its  share  in  this  increase,  the  value 
of  it  having  risen  from  1,319,492/.  in  1890  to  1,613,003/.  in  1891, 
or  21  per  cent.  Imports  from  France  rose  by  94,929/.,  or  23  per 
cent.,  to  505,133/. ; from  Germany  by  61,382/.,  or  27  per  cent.,  to 
287,424/.;  and  from  Austria-Hungary  by  73,445/.,  or  11  per  cent., 
to  741,064/.  Imports  from  Belgium  fell  by  26,839/.,  or  16  per 
cent.,  to  133,517/.;  from  Italy  by  35,565/.,  or  17  per  cent.,  to 
168,811/.  ; and  from  the  Netherlands  by  the  relatively  large 
amount  of  60,279/.,  or  81  per  cent.,  to  14,161/. 

Annex  C shows  the  competition  of  other  countries  with  Great 
Britain  during  1889  and  1890  in  the  principal  articles  of  British 
trade  with  Greece.  Annex  D gives,  in  less  detail,  statistics  of  other 
imports  in  which  British  trade  is  not  largely  interested. 

The  Commercial  Convention  of  March  28,  1890,  between  Great 
Britain  and  Greece  came  into  operation  in  the  summer  of  that 
year.  Of  the  articles  of  British  trade  upon  which  a reduction  of 
duty  was  stipulated  by  it,  chemicals,  tissues  of  cotton,  and  tissues 
of  linen,  hemp,  and  jute  show  a decrease  in  value.  The  decrease 
is,  however,  inconsiderable,  especially  considering  that  the  year  was 
one  of  depression.  On  the  other  hand,  prepared  fish,  cotton  yarn, 
indigo,  and  tissues  of  wool  or  hair  show  an  increase ; in  the  latter 
class,  however,  the  apparent  increase  is  in  great  part  due  to  a 
change  of  classification,  articles  which  formerly  appeared  under  the 
heading  ‘‘  Mixed  Tissues  ” being  now  classed  according  to  the  sub- 
stance which  predominates  in  them.  The  full  effect  of  the  Con- 
vention will  no  doubt  be  apparent  in  the  statistics  of  British 
imports  for  1891,  which,  as  above  stated,  show  an  increase  of  21 
per  cent.,  hut  the  details  of  which  are  not  yet  available. 

Taking  Annex  C article  by  article  it  will  be  found  that — 

Hides  show  a small  increase  hotli  in  the  total  imjwrts  and  in 
those  from  Great  Britain.  It  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  Annex  E 
(exports)  that  both  imports  and  exports  of  hides  are  considerable, 
amounting  in  1890  to  142,393/.  and  49.288/.  respectively.  The 
e.xplanation  of  this  is  that  no  small  hides  are  tanned  in  Greece  ; 
the  exportation  consists,  therefore,  of  goat-skins  and  sheep-skins, 
and  the  importation  of  large  hides.  The  same  explanation  applies 
to  the  imports  and  exports  of  leather  (Annex  I)  and  Annex  E),  the 
imports  consisting  chiefly  of  upper  leathers  for  shoes  (principally 
from  France),  and  the  exports  of  sole  and  harness  leather,  for  which 
Turkey  is  the  chief  customer.  The  tanneries  of  Syra  are  very 
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extensive,  and  constitute  one  of  the  principal  industries  of 
Greece. 

Cod  and  stockfish  show  an  increase  in  the  British  and  the  total  Cod  and  stock- 
trade,  and  a decrease  in  the  French.  The  British-cured  fish  is  fish, 
brought  direct  from  Labrador  and  Newfoundland  in  small  schooners, 
which  call  at  Zante  for  orders,  and  either  discharge  their  cargoes  at 
1‘atras  or  the  Ionian  Islands,  or  else  carry  tliem  on  to  Crete.  On 
tlie  eastern  coast  of  Greece  the  French-cured  fish  is  preferred  ; an 
attempt  will,  however,  be  made  to  introduce  the  British  article. 

Other  prepared  fish  (including  herrings,  for  which  the  British  Other  fi.-h. 
Convention  stipulates  a reduction  of  duty  of  33  per  cent.)  shows 
a general  increase,  except  upon  that  imported  from  Austria- 
Hungary. 

Rice  shows  a general  decline,  except  in  the  case  of  France  Uicc. 
and  Italy.  The  decline  in  the  British  imports  of  this  commodity 
is  in  excess  of  the  general  proportion. 

Coffee  is  practically  stationary,  British  trade  showing  an 
increase,  French  and  Austro-Hungarian  a decline. 

Oils,  which  are  principally  linseed  and  paint  oils,  show  an  Oils, 
increase  in  British  trade  of  51  per  cent,  in  quantity  and  167  per 
cent,  in  value.  Imports  from  other  countries  have  fallen  off, 
although,  owing  to  the  excess  of  British  imports,  there  is  an 
increase  in  the  general  total. 

Indigo,  practically  a British  monopoly,  and  favoured  by  the  late  Indigo. 
Convention,  shows  an  increase. 

Coal  shows  a decrease  from  121,000  tons  in  1889  to  113,000  Coal, 
tons  in  1890,  the  whole  coming  from  Great  Britain,  except  2,000 
tons  from  Belgium  in  1889.  I understand,  however,  that  an 
attempt  is  now  being  made  again  to  offer  Belgian  coal  upon  the 
Greek  market. 

Iron  in  all  forms  includes  pig-iron,  wrought-iron  in  bars  or  Iron, 
plates,  angle-iron,  sheet-iron,  springs  for  furniture,  &c.  The  total 
imports  under  this  head  represent  a value  of  35,553/.  in  1889  and 
53,682/.  in  1890,  of  which  British  iron  stands  for  30,768/.  and 
48,271/.  respectively. 

Rteel  in  all  forms  includes  steel  in  bars,  or  rolled,  or  in  pieces.  Steel. 

The  trade  is  small,  and  has  diminished  by  over  50  per  cent. 

Tin  and  copper,  both  practically  British  monopolies,  show  an  Tin  and 
increase.  copper. 

Quinine. — I can  obtain  no  explanation  of  the  great  decline  in  the  Quinine  and 
importation  of  this  drug,  except  that  there  must  have  been  an  over-  other 
importation  in  1889.  In  view  of  the  simultaneous  increase  under  medicines, 
the  heading  other  medicines  and  drugs,  I had  surmised  that  its 
place  might  have  been  taken  by  antipyrine  and  similar  preparations, 
but  I can  obtain  no  confirmation  of  this  conjecture.  It  has  been 
suggested  to  me  that  sanitation  has  improved,  and  this  is  no  doubt 
true  as  regards  the  capital  and  some  other  towns ; but  the  bulk  of 
the  quinine  is  consumed  in  the  low-lying  country  districts.  The 
greatest  decline  was  in  the  quinine  brought  from  France,  the 
quail titv  having  fallen  from  24,364  ozs.  in  1889  to  720  ozs.  in 
1890. 

Chemicals,  although  including  acids,  which  obtained  a reduction  Chemicals. 
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of  duty  under  the  Lrinsh  Convention,  show  a diminution  of  45 
per  cent.,  the  decrease  in  British  imports  being,  however,  only  18 
per  cent. 

Soap  and  perfimiery,  a small  trade,  shows  an  increase.  The 
duty  on  high-class  soaps  is  neatly  prohibitive,  even  witli  the 
reduction  stipulated  by  the  French  Convention. 

Colouis  and  varnishes. — The  figures  show  a decrease  in  the 
quantity  and  an  increase  in  the  value  imported.  Tlie  value  of 
British  imports  of  this  class  is  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

Ivory  and  hone  ware. — Tit  ere  is  a decline  in  value  for  these 
articles  without  a corresponding  decline  in  quantity,  for  which  I 
cannot  account,  except  by  some  change  of  classification. 

Alcohol  shows  an  increase  in  which  Great  Britain  takes  more 
than  its  share.  Bum  is  fabricated  in  the  country  of  imported  rum 
essence,  and  sold  in  bottles  with  British  labels ; one  of  the  instances 
proving  how  greatly  legislation  on  the  subject  of  trade  marks  is 
required  in  Greece. 

Ginned  cotton,  of  which  the  imports  come  chiefly  from  Turkey 
and  Egypt,  shows  a decline  from  7,335,000  lbs.  in  1889  to  1,115,000 
lbs.  in  1890.  The  export  of  it  fell  from  792,000  lbs.  to  154,000 
lbs.,  the  difference  supplying  only  one-fifth  of  the  deficiency  of 
imports.  As  during  the  same  period  there  was  a considerable 
increase  in  the  exports  of  cotton  yarn  and  cotton  tissues,  the 
inference  is  that  there  must  have  been  an  increased  production  in 
the  country,  but  I cannot  obtain  any  agricultural  statistics  of  so 
late  a date. 

Cotton  yarn,  benefiting  by  the  reductions  of  duty  obtained 
under  the  British  Convention,  advanced  from  34,655/.  to  41,720/., 
or  20  per  cent.  British  trade,  which  is  90  per  cent,  of  the  whole, 
increased  22  per  cent. 

Sewing  cotton. — The  value  imported  from  Great  Britain  was 
trebled  ; the  total  importation  increased  by  140  per  cent. 

Tissues  of  cotton,  in  which  British  trade  represents  a value  of 
279,000/.  out  of  a total  of  353,000/.,  show  an  increase  in  the 
quantity  and  a decrease  in  the  value  imported.  The  statistics  of 
1889,  not  being  sufficiently  detailed,  do  not  admit  of  such  coni- 
pari.son  with  those  of  1890  as  to  show  whether  there  has  been  a 
change  in  the  quality  of  cotton  tissues  imported. 

Tissues  of  linen,  hemp,  and  jute  show  a large  increase  in 
quantity  and  decrease  in  value,  the  latter,  however,  affecting  the 
imports  from  other  countries  to  a greater  degree  than  those  from 
Great  Britain. 

Tissues  of  laool  and  hair. — The  large  increase  under  this  head  is 
in  great  part  due  to  the  suppression  of  the  class  of  “Mixed 
Tissues,”  which  are  now  classed  according  to  the  substance  which 
predominates  in  them.  Apart  from  this,  however,  there  is  a sub- 
stantial advance  both  in  quantities  and  values,  the  German  trade 
showing  the  most  progress  after  the  British. 

Hessians,  sacking,  &c. — An  increase  of  one-fifth  in  the  quantity 
appears  in  this  trade  with  a decrease  of  two-fifths  in  the  value. 
This  is  explained  by  the  increased  use  of  old  sacks  and  gunny 
bags  and  by  the  decrease  in  the  price  of  new  articles. 


ATHENS. 


7 


III  iwltev}!  and  porcchdn  tlio  iiii])ovt.s  sliow  a decline  in  the  Pottcry. 
total  trade  from  1)0,405/.  to  23,951/.,  and  in  the  British  trade  from 
4,024/.  to  3,880/.  The  only  advance  is  in  the  imports  from 
Austria-Hungary  from  2,932/.  to  3,900/.  The  diminution  above 
noted  in  this  branch  of  British  trade  is  in  apparent  contradiction 
with  a recent  statement  of  Mr.  Consul  Dupuis  that  there  is  “ con- 
siderable increase  in  the  Jlritish  earthenware  trade  with  this 
country”  (Annual  Series  No.  1019,  p.  9).  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, however,  that  Mr.  Dupuis  was  treating  of  the  imports  into 
the  Pirieus  only,  while  I am  dealing  with  tlie  imports  into  the 
whole  of  Greece.  And  it  appears  that  the  recovery  oi  the  ground 
lost  by  the  British  trade  is  more  rapid  in  the  capital  than  in  the 
Ionian  Islands  and  other  parts  of  Greece,  where  the  displacement 
of  the  British  by  the  Sarreguemines  ware  liad  also  been  slower  in 
taking  effect. 

Glass. — The  imports  show  some  increase  in  quantity  and  con-  Glass, 
siderable  decrease  in  value,  a circumstance  which  is  the  more 
remarkable  that  it  is  a matter  of  common  observation  that  the 
quality  of  glass  imported  is  continually  improving.  The  British 
trade  is  not  of  much  importance,  glass  being  principally  sent  to 
Greece  by  France  and  Belgium. 

Iron  goods  include  rails,  girders,  pipes,  T- irons,  hardware,  iron  goods, 
strong  boxes,  agricultural  implements,  bird-cages,  meat-safes,  &c., 
a heterogeneous  classification  (no  longer  in  use  after  1889)  which 
renders  any  comparison  either  by  weight  or  by  value  illusory. 

The  total  imports  decreased  by  about  50  per  cent.,  the  chief  falling- 
off  being  in  the  imports  from  the  Netherlands  and  Austria- 
Hungary,  those  from  Great  Britain  losing  also  21  per  cent.  On 
the  other  hand,  imports  from  France  and  Belgium  nearly  doubled 
in  value,  but,  as  above  stated,  there  is  nothing  in  the  statistics  to 
show  in  what  branch  of  the  iron  trade  the  loss  or  gain  took  place. 

Machinery  includes  forcing  pumps,  fire-engines,  agricultural  Machinery.' 
and  industrial  machinery,  supplied  chiefly  by  Germany ; and 
motive  engines,  boilers,  &c.,  supplied  chiefly  by  Great  Britain  and 
France.  The  total  trade  has  increased,  but  the  increase  is  entirely 
in  the  imports  from  Germany,  those  from  other  countries  having 
diminished.  A showroom  of  German  machinery  wa&  opened  last 
autumn  in  a central  position  in  Athens. 

Domestic  machinery  includes  mechanical  spits,  coffee  mills.  Domestic 
scales,  sewing  machines,  locks  and  padlocks.  There  is  an  increase  machinery, 
in  the  imports  from  all  countries ; greatest  in  those  from  France. 

Steel  goods  include  rails  and  points,  springs  for  carriages  and  Steel  goods, 
for  railway  engines  and  cars,  fine  goods  and  sewing  needles.  Here 
again  comparison  by  weight  or  by  value  is  impossible.  The  great 
increase  in  the  British  imports  from  5,868/.  to  120,345/.,  which  in 
itself  accounts  for  nearly  the  whole  augmentation  of  British 
imports  into  Greece  in  1890,  is  due  to  a large  consignment  of 
rails  received  for  the  Pirseus-Larissa  Eailway. 

Paper. — The  diminution  in  British  trade  is  in  fancy  paper  and  Paper, 
paper  for  cheques  or  bills,  or  for  the  Government  stamp  (papier 
pour  le  timbre). 
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The  indiaruhher  trade  is  small,  but  rapidly  increasing ; the 
articles  chiefly  imported  are  bands,  &c.,  for  use  with  machinery. 

Oilcloth,  also  an  increasing  trade,  includes  both  floor-cloth  and 
oilcloth  garments. 

The  imports  detailed  in  Annex  D do  not  call  for  special  notice, 
as  British  trade  in  them  is  inconsiderable.  By  far  the  most 
important  of  them  are  the  various  classes  of  food-stuffs  brought 
chiefly  from  Eussia  and  Turkey;  there  is  also  a considerable 
imjDortation  of  timber. 


Exports. 

The  exports,  like  the  imports,  show  a decline  in  1890  and  an 
increase  in  1891,  the  totals  for  the  3 years  being  4,311,112/., 
3,831,666/.,  and  4,299,588/,  respectively,  a decline  of  11  per  cent, 
in  1890  and.  an  increase  of  12  per  cent,  in  1891. 

The  value  of  the  imports  exceeded  that  of  the  exports  in  1889 
by  995,017/.,  in  1890  by  999,758/.,  and  in  1891  by  1,260,464/. 

The  exports  to  Great  Britain  show  even  in  1890  a slight 
increase  of  '8  per  cent.,  and  in  1891  the  very  large  advance  of 
670,124/.,  or  50  per  cent. ; the  value  of  the  exports  to  Great 
Britain  in  1891  exceeding  the  value  of  the  imports  from  it  by 
377,977/. 

The  articles  of  export  to  Great  Britain  and  British  possessions 
. which  show  an  increase  are  swine,*  wool  and  woollen  tissues, 
cotton  seed,  olive  oil,  vallonea,  and  metal  ores  of  different  kinds. 
On  the  other  hand  there  is  a falling- off  in  sponges,  currants, 
raisins  (of  which  the  statistics  show  no  export  at  all,  either  to 
Great  Britain  or  to  France,  in  1890),  tobacco,  and  emery ; two- 
thirds  of  the  output  of  the  latter  commodity,  of  which  the  whole 
went  to  Great  Britain  in  1889,  having  in  1890  been  taken  by  the 
jSTetherlands. 

The  proportions  in  which  the  exports  from  Greece  are  divided 
among  different  countries  are  sufficiently  shown  in  the  notes  on 
each  article  in  Annex  E ; it  will  be  enough  especially  to  note  here, 
with  regard  to  currants,  the  decline  in  the  exports  to  France  from 
914,502/.  to  605,625/*.,  owing,  probably,  to  higher  prices,  and  also 
to  several  vexatious  measures  to  which  wine  made  from  currants 
was  subjected  in  France ; and  the  increase  in  the  exports  to  the 
United  States  from  112,500/.  to  196,824/. ; with  regard  to  raisins, 
that  in  1890  the  United  States  took  practically  the  whole  amount 
exported  ;f  and  to  call  attention  to  the  relatively  large  increase,  in 

I cannot  trace  these  pigs.  The  statistics  show  that  in  1890  7,142  pigs  were 
exported  to  Great  Britain  and  British  possessions,  that  7,142  pigs  were  shipped 
from  Nauplia,  and  that  no  pigs  were  shipped  from  any  other  port  to  any  other 
country.  But  Mr.  Hill,  who  has  made  enquiries  for  me,  is  informed  that  none  of 
the  authorities  there  know  of  the  shipment  of  a single  pig  during  the  year.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  Icains  from  another  quarter  that  live  pigs  are  shipped  to  Malta, 
principally  from  Acarnania. 

t Here  again  the  evidence  cf  the  statistics  is  directly  contradicted  by  the 
evideiice  of  the  trade.  I am  assured  (through  Mr.  Hill)  on  the  highest  authority 
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tlie  exports  of  yarn  and  tissues,  testifying  to  tbe  ilourisliing  Yam  and 
condition  of  the  small  but  improving  textile  industry  of  the  tissues, 
country. 


Customs  Ixevenue. 


The  total  receipts  of  the  Greek  custom-houses  were — 


1889 

1890 

1891 


£ 

1,337,556 

1,27.^715 

1,470,510 


Customs 

revenue. 


These  receipts  comprise — 

1.  Customs  dues  properly  so-called,  including  import  duties, 
export  duties,  and  fines. 

2.  Warehouse  dues. 

3.  Duties  levied  on  the  exportation  or  internal  transport  of 
certain  articles  in  lieu  of  land-tax,  and  the  additional  percentage 
devoted  to  the  road  fund. 

4.  Taxes  on  the  consumpiion  of  tobacco  and  alcoholic  liquors, 
chiefly  in  the  nature  of  an  excise  duty. 

‘ The  proportion  of  the  customs  dues  proper  to  the  whole  is  about 
75  per  cent. 

The  revenue  from  customs  for  1891  shows  a very  satisfactory 
advance  upon  that  for  the  preceding  years.  It  is  less  agreeable  to 
be  obliged  to  add  that  towards  the  end  of  1891,  and  during  the 
early  months  of  the  current,  year,  the  receipts  show  a considerable 
falling-off. 


Hate  of  Hxchamje. 

The  cause  of  this  diminution  in  the  customs  revenue  is  to  be  Rate  of 
found  in  the  recent  rise  and  fluctuations  in  the  rate  of  exchange,  exchange, 
which  have  paralysed  commercial  operations.  Annex  F gives  the 
rate  of  exchange  of  Greek  forced  paper  currency  at  the  end  of  each 
month  since  1886.  It  will  be  seen  from  it  that  while  between 
1886  and  1890  there  was  little  difference  in  the  annual  mean  rate 
of  exchange,  the  variation  between  the  highest  and  lowest  quotation  Qf.,biiitvof  in 
was  steadily  reduced  from  3 dr.  65  1.  in  1886  to  65  1.  in  i890. 

1890.  The  stability  in  the  rate  of  exchange  thus  produced  is  a 

matter  of  importance  to  commercial  interests  at  lea  4 equal  to  a “ 

nearer  approach  of  the  forced  currency,  on  the  average,  to  tlie  par 

value.  In  1891,  however,  the  variation  again  rose  to  2 dr.  in  tlie  Fluctuations 

1/.,  the  greatest  depreciation  of  paper  being  represented  by  the  of,  in  1891-92. 

proportion  of  34  dr.  to  the  11. ; which,  in  the  month  of  March  in 

the  current  year  actually  rose  to  the  unprecedented  figure  of 

from  Patras,  that  no  raisins  (sultanas)  were  shipped  to  the  United  States,  and  that 
all  the  sultanas  produced  at  Nauplia,  Argos,  and  near  Corinth  are  exclusively 
shipped  to  London  and  Liverpool. 
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o9  clr.  or  40  dr.,  tlioiigli  it  lias  since  fallen  to  aliout  34  dr.  50  1. 
The  speculation  in  gold,  of  which  this  depreciation  of  paper  was 
l)oth  a cause  and  a consetpience,  added  to  the  disturbance  which 
the  rapid  tluctuations  in  the  exchange  could  not  fail  to  produce  in 
all  connnercial  transactions  with  foreign  countries,  and  a temporary 
dimiinitiou  of  the  imports  is  the  natural  consequence. 


Alterations  in  Customs  Tariff* 

A law  has  been  passed,  and  took  effect  from  February  1,  1892, 
by  \\hich  an  addition  of  15  per  cent,  is  made  to  the  import  duties 
of  the  tariff  of  1890,  with  certain  exceptions. 

As  before,  the  customs  duties  are  payable  in  gold ; or,  if  in 
jiaper,  with  the  addition  of  15  per  cent.,  as  an  allowance  for  the 
depreciation  of  the  forced  currency.  This  addition  will  now  be 
calculated  upon  the  whole  duty  as  augmented  by  the  new  law. 

The  exceptions  to  the  increase  of  duties  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Wheat  and  meslin  in  grain  (class  19  of  the  tariff).  A special 
law  raises  the  duty  on  this  class  by  1 1.  per  oke ; that  is  to  say, 
from  2 dr.  40  1.  to  2 dr.  84  1.  per  quintal  in  the  general  tariff,  and 
from  1 dr.  20  1.  to  1 dr.  04  1.  in  the  conventional  tariff.  The  new 
duties  are  equivalent  to  about  2s.  Id.  per  cwt.  for  the  general,  and 
IcS.  2^d.  per  cwt.  for  the  conventional  tariff. 

2.  Sugars  of  all  kinds  (not  including  confectionery),  glucose, 
and  honey  (class  137),  the  duty  upon  which  remains  as  before. 

3.  Dyed  cotton  tissues  of  certain  kinds,  for  the  use  of  the  in- 
dustrial classes  and  servants  (class  159b).  The  duty  upon  this 
class  is  also  unchanged.  The  value  of  British  trade  in  this  article 
in  1890  was  3,486/. 

4.  Articles  to  which  the  conventional  tariff  applies.  These  are 
— (1)  Articles  specified  in  the  tariffs  annexed  to  the  conventions 
with  Germany  of  February  8,  1885;  with  Great  Britain  of  March 
28,  1890  ; and  Avdth  Fiance  of  February  28,  1891 ; the  latter  being 
a temporary  convention  which  has  been  prolonged  until  July  next, 
pending  the  negotiation  of  a permanent  arrangement.  FTo  other 
commercial  conventions  with  Greece  have  tariffs  annexed  to  them  ; 
but  the  following  countries  are  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  con- 
ventional tariff  by  virtue  of  previous  or  subsef[uent  conventions  : — 
United  States,  Hanse  Towns,  Austria-Hungary,  Belgium,  Germany, 
Denmark,  Italy,  France,  Great  Britain,  Netherlands,  Persia,  Portu- 
gal, Switzerland,  Pussia,  Servia,  Sweden,  and  Turkey.  (2)  Articles 
classed  in  the  conventional  tariff  by  special  laws,  dated  December 
19,  1887,  February  27,  1888,  and  February  2,  1889.  The  conven- 
tional tariff  as  defined  by  these  three  laws  applies  to  imports 
from  those  countries  which  apply  their  own  conventional 
tariffs  to  imports  from  Greece,  among  which  are  all  those  named 
above. 

* Since  this  report  was  sent  to  press  further  changes  have  been  made.  (See 
postscript,  p.  14.) 
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As  other  alterations  have  been  made  in  tlie  Greek  tariff  since 
it  was  pnhlislied  in  the  Hoard  of  Trade  Journal  (vol.  11.  No.  G,  of 
flan  nary,  1887),  I have  prepared  a fresh  translation  of  it.* 

Almost  all  tlie  principal  articles  of  I^ritish  manufacture  are  British  irado 
covered  by  one  or  other  of  the  conventions.  The  value  of  such 
articles  imported  from  Great  Hritain  into  Greece  in  1800  amounted  increa^ed*^ 
to  684,817/.,  besides  95,268/.  in  the  classes  (Nos.  11,  72,  161,  and  duties. 
162.V),  wliicli  are  partly  covered  by  the  conventions,  out  of  a total 
value  of  British  imports  of  1,329,492/.  Of  the  balance  of  545,807/., 

187,272/.  are  accounted  for  by  the  imports  of  coal,  whicli  is  free  of 
duty  ; it  does  not  seem  likely,  therefore,  that  Ibdtish  trade  will  be 
much  affected  by  the  increased  duties. 


Shipping  and  Navigation. 

Annexes  G and  H show  the  number,  tonnage,  and  nationality  of  Shipping, 
vessels  entering  and  clearing  from  Greek  ports  in  1889-90.  It  will 
be  seen  from  them  that  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  the  sub- 
sidised French,  Italian,  and  Austrian  mail  packet  lines,  which  are 
almost  the  only  steamers  from  those  countries,  British  shipping  re- 
presents a quarter  of  the  wliole  tonnage,  and  shows  a greater 
proportional  increase  than  that  under  other  flags. 

Annex  I shows  the  relative  importance  of  the  various  Greek  Relative 
ports  in  respect  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  entering  and  Ij^Greek^^ 
clearing  from  them.  It  shows  a decline  in  all  the  ports  except  the  ports. 
Piraeus,  where  the  tonnage  increased  by  12^  per  cent.  This  con- 
firms the  statement  made  in  Mr.  Consul  Dupuis’  recent  report 
(Annual  Series  No.  1019,  p.  11),  that  the  Pirteus  now  possesses  the 
supremacy  once  held  by  Syra  as  a market  and  wholesale  depot  for 
all  Greece. 

Annex  K gives  the  numbers  and  tonnage  of  the  Greek  mercan-  Greek 
tile  marine  in  1889  and  1890,  and  shows  a decrease  in  number  of  merchant 
53  vessels,  and  an  increase  in  tonnage  of  9,026  tons.  Steam 
vessels  increased  by  15  in  number,  of  4,095  aggregate  tonnage.  A 
certain  number  of  the  Greek  steam  vessels  belong  to  Greeks  resid- 
ing in  the  Danubian  provinces,  are  entirely  engaged  in  the  Danube 
trade,  and  have  little  beyond  their  Greek  register  to  connect  them 
with  the  Hellenic  kingdom.  Since  1890  the  misfortunes  of  the 
Hellenic  Steam  Navigation  Company  have  been  compensated  by 
the  prosperity  of  the  Panhellenic  Company,  which  has  added  to 
its  fleet  three  fine  vessels  of  2,400  tons  each,  built  and  engined  by 
Messrs.  Goiirlay  Brothers,  of  Dundee. 


Raikoays.  Railways. 

The  figures  given  below  are  all  for  the  year  1891. 

This,  the  first  railway  constructed  in  Greece,  is  a line  of  the  Athens- 

Pir»u8. 

* bent  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  publication  in  Journal. 
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ordinary  continental  gauge  (1’435  metre),  8*6  kiloms.  long,  con- 
necting Athens  witli  the  port  of  the  Pira3us,  for  passenger  traffic 
only.  The  number  of  passengers  carried  was  2,589,228.  The 
capital  is  5,000,000  dr.,  and  the  dividend  amounted  to  11^  per 
cent.  Tlie  terminus  is  being  brought  nearer  to  the  centre  of  tlie 
city  })y  an  extension  partly  underground,  and  a second  line  of  rails 
is  being  laid  throughout  tire  whole  length.  It  is  intended  to 
double  the  number  of  trains,  which  on  the  single  line  can  only  run 
every  half-  liour. 

The  most  important  of  the  Greek  companies  actually  working. 
The  main  lines  are  : — From  the  Pimeus  by  Athens  to  Corinth  and 
Patras,  230  kiloms.;  from  Corinth  to  FTanplia  and  Myli,  75 
kiloms. ; from  Patras  to  Pyrgos  and  Olympia,  with  a branch  to 
the  port  of  Cyllene,  137  kiloms.  (A  line  of  13  kiloms.,  belonging 
to  a separate  company,  connects  the  town  of  Pyrgos  with  the  port 
of  Catacolo.)  The  line  is  of  1 metre  gauge.  The  gross  receipts, 
less  the  Government  tax,  were  3,805,222  dr.,  and  the  working 
expenses  amounted  to  53  per  cent,  of  the  receipts.  The  capital  is 
25,272,500  dr.,  and  the  dividend  was  2-84  per  cent.  The  number 
of  passengers  carried  was  1,189,378;  and  goods,  95,835  tons  (of 

1.000  kilos.).  In  1891  the  sections  Pyrgos-Olympia  and  Kavassila- 
Cyllene  were  opened  for  traffic,  and  a further  section  of  10  kiloms. 
to  the  Baths  of  Cyllene  will  shortly  be  opened.  A rack-wheel 
line  is  in  course  of  construction  by  the  Government  from 
Kalavryta  to  Diacopto  on  the  Gulf  of  Corinth,  wliere  it  will  join 
the  main  line  of  the  PiKeus-Peloponnesus  Company,  which  will 
have  the  working  of  it.  It  is  to  be  completed  this  year. 

In  the  autumn  of  last  year  the  contractors  for  the  construction 
of  this  railway,  180  kiloms.  long,  having  failed,  the  work  came  to  a 
standstill.  - The  line  was  eventually  handed  over  to  the  Pineus- 
Peloponnesus  Company,  with  whose  system  it  is  connected  at  Myli. 
103  kiloms.  of  it  were  completed,  and  are  being  worked,  viz.,  59 
kiloms.  from  Myli  to  Tripolitza,  and  44  kiloms.  from  Calaniata  to 
Diavolitzi.  The  intervening  section  of  77  kiloms.  from  Tripolitza 
to  Diavolitzi  is  to  be  completed  by  the  company,  in  return  for 

3.300.000  dr.  to  be  provided  by  the  Government. 

This  line  has  two  branches — one  from  Yolo  to  Larissa;  tlie 
other  from  Yolo  to  Trikkala  and  Kalabaka  ; the  length  of  the  two 
branches  together  being  204  kiloms.  It  is  of  1-metre  gauge.  The 
gross  receipts  amounted  to  1,632,025  dr. ; and  the  working  ex- 
penses to  rather  less  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  receipts.  The  pas- 
senger traffic  produced  558,614  dr.  ; goods,  892,000  dr. ; and 
cattle,  48,392  dr.  Owing  to  the  abundant  harvest  the  transport  of 
cereals  was  unusually  profitable  to  this  company  ; the  transport  of 
cattle,  on  tlie  other  hand,  declined,  owing  to  the  imposition  of  an 
additional  tax  on  cattle  imported  by  the  land  frontier.  The  capital 
of  the  company  is  22,980,000  dr.,  and  the  dividend  was  at  the  rate 
of  2-4  per  cent. 

This  railway,  of  1-metre  gauge,  connects  the  capital  with  the 
summer  resort  of  Kephissia,  and  with  the  mines  of  Laurium.  Its 
length  is  76  kiloms.  The  receipts,  five-sixths  of  which  were  from 
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the  passenger  traihc,  amounted  to  631,085  dr.,  and  tlie  working 
expenses  to  52  per  cent,  of  tlic  recei])ts.  The  capital  is  5,400,000  dr., 
ami  tlie  dividend  4*3  per  cent. 

A 1 -metre  gauge  line  of  60  kiloms.  was  ()])ened  last  year  from  Miseolonghi- 
Kryoneri,  the  port  of  Missolonghi,  to  Agi'inion.  Agrinion. 

Of  the  railways  in  course  of  constriu^tiou  in  Greece;  hy  lar  the  Piraeus- 
most  important  is  that  from  the  Ihrccus  and  Athens  to  Thehes, 

Larissa,  and  the  Turkish  frontier.  It  will  he  of  the  ordinary  conti- 
nental gauge  (1’435  metre),  and  will,  when  the  connection  is  made 
through  the  adjacent  Turkish  province  of  Macedonia,  unite  Greece 
by  direct  land  route  to  Western  Europe,  and  enable  the  Pineus  to 
compete  with  Brindisi  as  the  port  of  eml)arkatioii  from  Europe  to 
Egypt,  India,  and  the  East.  It  will  at  the  same  time  confer  great 
benefit  on  the  fertile  provinces  of  Greece  through  which  it  passes. 

At  the  present  moment  cotton  has  to  be  conveyed  by  road  from 
Livadea  to  the  Piraeus,  at  a cost  of  6 1.  the  oke  (equal  even  at 
the  present  high  rate  of  exchange  to  about  11.  9s.  per  ton).  Agri- 
cultural production  in  the  fertile  province  of  Bceotia  should  receive 
a useful  stimulus  from  the  introduction  of  cheap  caniage  by  rail, 
coinciding  as  it  will  with  the  completion  of  the  drainage  works  of 
Lake  Copais, 

The  works  on  the  Piraeus-Larissa  Paihvay  are  being  vigorously 
proceeded  with,  there  being  upwards  of  4,000  men  at  work.  The 
contractors  expect  to  hand  over  to  the  Government  in  the  summer 
of  next  year,  ready  for  traffic,  200  kiloms.  of  the  main  line  between 
the  Pmeus  and  the  Bralo  Tunnel  (near  Lamia),  together  with  the 
two  branch  lines  to  Chalcis  and  Lamia,  which  are  respectively  19 
kiloms.  and  21  kiloms.  in  length,  being  a total  length  of  240  kiloms., 
or  about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  enterprise. 

The  construction  of  the  following  lines  is  under  consideration  : Projected 
— Olympia  to  Karytaina,  Karytaina  to  Leondari,  Leondari  to  I'ailways. 
Xerokampe,  Xerokampe  to  Gythium,  Pyrgos  to  Pylos  and  Meligala, 

Tripolitza  to  Kalavryta,  and  Itea  to  Bralo.  The  latter  is  from  the 
port  of  Delj)hi  on  the  Gulf  of  Corinth  to  the  main  line  of  the 
Pir^eus-Larissa  Eailway  ; the  other  lines  are  all  in  the  Peloponnesus. 


Population, 

According  to  the  census  of  1889  the  population  was  2,187,208.  Population. 
The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  1889  was  21,154,  or  974  per 
1,000,  and  in  1890,  22,413,  or  10T5  per  1,000.  increase. 

The  account  given  of  the  condition  of  the  peasantry  of  the 
Peloponnesus  by  Mr.  Consul  Wood  in  a recent  interesting  report 
(Annual  Series  Xo.  980,  p.  7)  is  pleasant  reading,  but  it  must  not 
be  taken  as  applicable  to  the  whole  of  Greece.  Erom  information 
recently  gathered  by  me  in  Bceotia,  the  effect  of  the  facilities  for 
acquiring  public  lands  has  been  far  from  satisfactory  in  that 
province.  The  peasants  have  been  induced  to  take  up  more  land 
than  they  can  cultivate  properly,  and  they  are  satisfied  with 
extracting  a bare  subsistence  for  themselves  and  their  families 
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from  the  most  fertile  portions  of  it  with  the  least  possible  expen- 
diture of  labour.  It  is  to  be  lioped  that  improved  communications 
and  a more  accessible  market  for  agricultural  produce  may 
stimulate  this  province  into  greater  activity. 

Thessaly,  again,  has  not  yet  recovered  from  the  exodus  of  the 
Mussulman  agricultural  popidation  which  took  place  after  the 
annexation  to  Greece ; and  for  want  of  labour  in  that  province 
Greece  is  still  dependent  upon  foreign  countries  for  a large  pro- 
portion of  her  breadstuffs. 

Nevertheless,  the  crops  of  1891  considerably  exceeded  those  of 
any  recent  years,  and  notwithstanding  the  invasion  of  held  mice, 
which  has  been  satisfactorily  combated  and  suppressed,  there  is 
happily  reason  to  hope  that  this  year’s  harvest  will  show  even 
better  results. 


Postscri2Jt> 

Since  this  report  was  sent  to  press  further  alterations  have  been 
made  in  the  customs  tariff : — 

1.  The  duty  on  wheat  and  meslin  in  grain  (class  19)  has  been 
further  raised  to  3 dr.  72  1.  per  quintal  in  the  general  tariff, 
and  to  2 dr.  8 1.  in  the  conventional  tariff. 

2.  The  duty  on  sugars,  &c. -(class  137),  has  been  raised  from 
75  1.  to  85  1.  per  oke. 

3.  For  payment  of  customs  duties  on  imports  classed  under  the 
conventional  tariff  the  agio  on  gold  has  been  hxed  at  32  per  cent. 
For  articles  classed  under  the  general  tariff,  upon  which  the  rate 
of  duty  was  raised  by  15  per  cent,  by  the  Law  of  February  1, 
1892,  the  agio  on  gold  remains  as  it  was  fixed  by  the  Law  of 
April  6,  1887,  viz.,  at  15  per  cent.  The  increase  on  payments  in 
paper  currency,  for  imports  under  both  the  general  tariff  and  the 
conventional  tariff,  has  thus  for  the  present  been  equalised,  and, 
although  arrived  at  in  different  ways,  amounts  in  both  cases  to  32 
per  cent,  above  the  nominal  tariff  rates  ; but  importers  under  the 
conventional  tariff'  will  have  the  advantage  of  the  option  of 
paying  in  gold  as  soon  as  the  market  value  of  gold  differs  from 
that  of  paper  by  less  than  32  per  cent.,  while  importers  under  the 
general  tariff,  of  which  the  actual  duties  have  been  permanently 
raised,  will  not  have  that  advantage  until  the  market  agio  is  less 
than  15  per  cent. 


July  27,  1892. 
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Annex  A’. — Imports  to  and  Exports  from  Greece  in  tli«  Years 
188‘),  1890,  and  1891. 

hiroiiTS, 


From. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

^^„^--Great  Britain  . . 

— -France  . . 

£ 

1,184,402 

465,514 

108,994 

188,626 

745,448 

200,648 

116,284 

1,039,427 

38,372 

1,000,561 

51,944 

128,008 

37,901 

£ 

1,329,492 

410,204 

160,356 

226,042 

667,619 

204,376 

74,440 

856,306 

20,926 

756,953 

31,536 

66,684* 

26,490 

£ 

1,613,003 

505,133 

133,517 

287,424 

741,064 

168,811 

14,161 

],086,7G4 

14,802 

845,836 

13,795 

135,742 

54,335 

Belgium.. 

^^.....--Kxermany 
^'^^--•’Austria- Hungary 

Italy 

Netherlands 

^Russia  . . 

Roumania 

Turkey  . . 

Egypt 

-- — United  States  ,.  ..  . 

Other  countries, . 

Total 

5,306,129 

4,831,424  ! 

5,560,052 

* This  figure  is  not  correct,  the  value  of  the  petroleum  imported  for  the 
Government  monopoly  (about  40,000^.)  having  accidentally  been  omitted  from  the 
official  total  of  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1890. 


Expokts. 

To- 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . . 

1,310,295 

1,320,856 

1,990,980 

^France  ..... 

1,300,273 

857,582 

1,022,161 

Belgium.. 

290,044 

240,332 

37,052 

^^^...^^ermany 

100,235 

94,877 

111,917 

■''■^^^..^ustri  a- Hungary 

349,129 

343,927 

289,145 

Italy 

135,181 

60,723 

73,134 

etherlands 

121,621 

127,103 

119,736 

Russia  . . 

74,952 

36,691 

127,138 

Roumania 

15,773 

12,077 

28,658 

Turkey  . . 

396,356 

395,097 

303,264 

Egypt 

89,242 

112,166 

32,912 

^«-.-4Jnited  States  . . 

121,286 

228,083 

161,069 

Other  countries. . 

6,725 

2,152 

2,422 

Total 

4,311,112 

3,bl,666 

4,299,588 

(1351) 
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Annex  B. — Increase  or  Decrease  from  One  Year  to  Another. 


Imports. 


From — 


Great  Britaia 

France  

Belgium 

Germany 

Austria-Hungary 

Italy  

Netherlands 

Russia  

Roumania 

Turkey  

Egypt  

United  States 
Other  countries ... 

" Total 


1890  compared  with  1889. 

1891  compared  with  1890. 

Increase. 

1 

Decrease. 

Increase.  j 

Decrease. 

x: 

Per 

£ 

Per 

X 

Per 

i 

£ 

Per 

Xf 

Cent. 

Cent. 

X/ 

Cent. 

Cent. 

145,090  . 

12 

283,511 

21 

55, ho 

12 

91,929 

23 

51, 362 

47 

26,839 

16 

37,416 

20 

6lV382 

27 

77,829 

10 

73,445 

11 

4,628 

"i 

35,565 

17 

41,'h4 

36 

60,279 

81 

183,121 

17 

230,458 

27 

17,446 

45 

6,124 

29 

243,608 

24 

88,883 

ii 

20,408 

39 

17,741 

55 

* 

7,734* 

G 

11,411 

30 

27,845 

105 

474,705 

9 

782,963 

16 

1 

* In  consequence  of  the  error  noted  above  I have,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States,  made  the 
comparison  between  the  imports  of  1891  and  those  of  1889. 


Exports. 


i 

1890  compared  with  1889. 

1891  compared  with  1890. 

To— 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Great  Britain 

£ 

10,561 

Per 

Cent. 

•8 

£ 

Per 

Cent. 

£ 

670,124 

Per 

Cent. 

50 

£ 

Per 

Cent. 

France  

442,691 

S4-'6 

164,579 

19 

Belgium 

49,712 

150 

203’,'280 

84 

Germany 

5,358 

5-0 

17, '040 

'18 

Austria-Hungary 

5,202 

1-5 

54, '782 

16 

Italy  

74,458 

55*0 

12','411 

26 

Netherlands 

5,482 

4'-5 

7,'h7 

"5 

Russia  

38, '261 

5p6 

90','447 

246 

Roumania 

3,696 

23-0 

16,581 

137 

Turkey,  

1,259 

•3 

9l','h3 

23 

Egypt  

32,924  : 

37-'6 

79,254 

70 

United  States  ... 

106,797 

88-0 

67,014 

29 

Other  countries ... 

4,'h3 

j 68-6 

"270 

12 

Total 

479,446 

\ 11-0 

467,922 

12 

... 

Annex  C. — Table  of  Imports  into  Greece  for  the  Years  1889-90,  showing  Competition  of  Foreign  Coi'i:  tries  with  Great 

B ritain  and  British  Possessions  in  Principal  Articles  of  British  Trade. 
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Countries,  other  than  Great  Britain,  to 
which  Export  is  cliiefly  made. 

Belgium 

In  1889,  Belgium,  Netherlands;  in  1890, 

Netherlands,  Belgium,  United  Slates 

Belgium,  123,960L  and  157,909Z.  : France, 

39,766L  and  13,763i. 

Belgium 

Turkey 

Netherlands 

In  1889,  United  States,  1,520L ; in  1890, 

United  States,  15,39SL  : Turkey,  o,03H. 

Turkey 

In  1889,  Netherlands ; in  1890,  Turkey 

Turkey 

France,  106,480L  and  79,4791.-,  Austria, 

56,970L  and  60,973i. 

Turkey 

. 

I 

i 

i 

£ 

37,968 

92,39.5 

223,960 

17,472 

5,298 

8,281 

14,654 

38,95.2 

15,543 

29,619  1 

14,669 

6,856 

19,342 

150,320 

4,293 

13,470 

23.  .566 

5,962 

23,146 

116,836 

199,075 

i 

-T 

w 

Quantity. 

2,063 

141,789 

31,968 

2,750 

16,266 

1,631 

1,619 

115,844 

1,234 

333 

134 

110 

522  j 

36,314  ‘ 

72 

23 

318 

134 

195 

: 

1889. 

Value. 

£ 

29,470 

71,590 

186,925 

94,966 

14,953 

8,028 

15,223 

12,492 

18,832 

13,147 

17,217 

2,722 

3,404 

174,390 

892 

2,842 

950 

1,307 

6,286 

206,286 

125,862 

4.311,112 

Quantity. 

1,600 

109,862 

26,668 

14,947 

1,544 

1,682 

37,643 

1,494 

147 

224 

43 

9 

42,040 

14 

3 

128 

fz 

: 

Great  Britain  and  British  Possessions. 

i 

Value. 

£ 

7,200 

59,240 

52,288 

5^856 

8,311 

233 

86 

‘”l61 

3^140 

40 

12,007 

1,320,856 

i 

Quantity. 

S ^2  SI 

i Mi:-; 

I 

Value. 

£ 

50, '654 
23,199 

15,‘223 

10,331 

132 

‘”397 

48 

”’363 

3,552 

1,310,295 

Quantity. 

77, *733 
3,311 

■i;682 

31,132 

10 

95 

1 

: 

. IJ  ^ ' 

,r  ' = r ^ 

Denomination  of  Articles. 

Sulphuret  of  lead,  galena 

Iron  containing  manganese  ... 

Zinc  ore,  calamine 

,,  blende 

Volcanic  ashes,  pouzzolane, 

irom  dautoriii..*  ••• 

Marble,  rough 

Emery  

Other  raw  minerals  

Soap  

Gunpowder  ...  ...  ... 

Leather,  shoes,  and  dressed 

skins  

Articles  made  of  cheap  wood ... 
Confectionery  ... 

Wine  in  cask  

Cotton  yarn  

Other  yam  

Tissues  of  cotton  

,,  linen  and  hemp 

,,  wool  or  hair 

Gold  and  silver  coin  

All  other  articles  

Total  

Ji 

57 

58 

59 

60 

62 

64 

67 

69 

70 

75 

77  to  79 

80 

85 

87 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

113  and  114 

ATriKNS. 
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Annex  F. — Table  showing  the  Rate  of  Exchange  of  Greek 
Forced  Paper  Currency  as  compared  with  Sterling  at  the 
end  of  each  Month  since  1886. 


Month. 

1886. 

1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

Dr. 

1. 

Dr. 

1. 

Dr. 

1. 

Dr. 

1. 

Dr. 

1. 

Dr. 

1. 

Dr. 

1. 

January  ... 

30 

55 

32 

30 

32 

45 

31 

40 

31 

00 

32 

00 

34 

60 

February 

31 

45 

33 

00 

32 

50 

30 

75 

31 

00 

32 

20 

35 

30 

March 

32 

35 

32 

80 

32 

90 

30 

80 

31 

35 

32 

55 

39 

00 

April 

32 

80 

33 

10 

32 

60 

31 

10 

31 

00 

32 

50 

36 

60 

May  

30 

25 

30 

30 

32 

55 

30 

50 

31 

20 

33 

10 

34 

50 

June 

29 

35 

30 

10 

31 

20 

30 

60 

31 

15 

32 

60 

July 

29 

55 

30 

10 

31 

50 

30 

70 

31 

40 

32 

65 

August 

• •• 

29 

80 

30 

70 

32 

00 

31 

15 

31 

10 

33 

00 

September  ... 

31 

70 

31 

80 

32 

20 

31 

25 

30 

85 

33 

00 

October 

32 

30 

32 

20 

32 

15 

30 

90 

31 

30 

33 

00 

November  ... 

31 

90 

32 

00 

31 

50 

30 

85 

31 

30 

33 

75 

December  ... 

31 

70 

32 

55 

31 

60 

31 

00 

31 

50 

34 

00 

Highest ... 

32 

80 

33 

10 

32 

90 

31 

40 

31 

50 

34 

00 

39 

00 

Lowest  ... 

29 

35 

30 

10 

31 

20 

30 

50 

30 

85 

32 

00 

34 

50 

Mean 

31 

15 

31 

75 

32 

10 

30 

90 

31 

15 

32 

90 

38 

00 

Variation 

3 

45 

3 

00 

1 

70 

0 

90 

0 

65 

2 

00 

4 

50 

Par  of  Exchange  : ll.  = 25  dr.  22  1. 


Annex  G. — Return  showing  the  Number  of  Vessels  Entering 
Greek  Ports  during  the  Years  1889-90. 

1889. 


Nationality. 

With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

408 

417,316 

119 

112,575 

527 

629,891 

French  

267 

345,359 

4 

3,321 

271 

348,680 

Italian  

431 

361,592 

37 

5,823 

468 

367,415 

Austro-Hungarian 

583 

457,604 

29 

5,532 

612 

463,136 

Eussian  

32 

29,970 

32 

29,970 

Turkish  

1,062 

153,539 

331 

ip’,’558 

1,396 

164,097 

Egyptian  

108 

106,144 

108 

106,144 

Other  foreign  flags 

119 

96,350 

“ii 

10,769 

140 

107,119 

Greek  

1,851 

281,235 

597 

42,532 

2,448 

323,767 

Total  

4,861 

2,249,109 

1,141 

191,110 

6,002 

2,440,219 

1890. 


With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  ... 

Steam 

Sailing 

381 

10 

471,238 

1,319 

137 

4 

131,7521 

374; 

618 

604,429 

French  ... 

Steam 

Sailing 

245 

1 

315,445 

96 

2 

1,653  j 

248 

317,224 

Italian  ... 

Steam 

322 

379,852 

4 

2,’639 1 

449 

421,495 

Sailing 

80 

9,054 

43 

550  i 

Austro  - Hun-  f 

Steam 

507 

463,110 

3 

2,1891 

719 

477,117 

garian  ...  ( 

Sailing 

193 

6,569 

15 

4,039  i 
} 

Eussian  ...  | 

Steam 

Sailing 

1 

6 

514 

814 

7 

1,328 

Turkish  ...  | 

Steam 

Sailing 

185 

907 

83,947 

29,794 

'336 

5,'96o} 
:::  ] 

1,478 

119,701 

Egyptian  ...  | 

Steam 

Sailing 

105 

100,881 

105 

100,881 

Other  foreign  ( 

Steam 

”’85 

123*587 

"’20 

13,122  1 

107 

flags  ...  t 

Sailing 

2 

282 

1 

115] 

104,896 

Greek  ...  | 

Steam 

262 

137,186 

27 

20,965  1 

2,486 

Sailing 

1,636 

146,272 

561 

25,368  S 

329,791 

Total  ... 

Steam 

2,093 

2,075,760 

198 

171,720) 

6,117 

2,476,86? 

Sailing 

2.821 

192,976 

1,010 

36,406  j 

34 
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Annex  H. — Eeturn  showing  the  Number  of  Vessels  Clearing 
from  Greek  Ports  during  the  Years  1889-90. 


1889. 


Nationality. 

With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

376 

470,490 

89 

88,078 

465 

558,568 

French  

205 

240,205 

205 

240,205 

Italian  

439 

360,828 

”62 

5,'749 

501 

366,577 

Austro-  H ungarian 

545 

446,324 

30 

12,115 

575 

458,439 

Russian  

29 

80,638 

5 

507 

34 

31,145 

Turkish  

932 

137,992 

441 

20,167 

1,373 

158,159 

Egyptian  

107 

104,414 

107 

104,414 

Other  foreign  flags 

96 

98,119 

’"s 

5.268 

104 

103,387 

Greek  

1,195 

235,259 

913 

140,467 

2,108 

375,726 

Total  

3,945 

2,124,269 

1,548 

272,351 

5,493 

2,396,620 

1890. 


With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  ...  | 

Steam 

Sailing 

508 

7 

560,918 

910 

77 

18 

74,6501 

2,130] 

610 

638,528 

French  ...  | 

Steam 

Sailing 

241 

318,119 

1 

370  1 

242 

318,489 

Italian  ...  | 

Steam 

Sailing 

"311 

27 

365^212 

2,988 

’”58 

4,494} 

396 

372,699 

Austro  - Hun-  5 

Steam 

491 

440,539 

3 

3,487  ) 

567 

456,012 

garian  ...  \ 

Sailing 

55 

9,259 

18 

2,727  j 

Russian  ...  | 

Steam 

Sailing 

”’22 

3,'763 

’”  2 

”426} 

24 

4,189 

Turkish  ... 

Steam 

Sailing 

164 

633 

73,101 

11,555 

1 

580 

1331 
20,357  ] 

1,378 

105,146 

Egyptian  ...  | 

Steam 

Sailing 

109 

106,929 

:::  } 

109 

106,929 

Other  foreign  ? 

Steam 

”89 

8i,'901 

”’  2 

1,5141 

98 

84,087 

flags  ...  \ 

Sailing 

1 

115 

8 

1,991  / 
28.064  ) 
110,023] 

Greek  ...  | 

Steam 

•Sailing 

200 

702 

114,159 

71,756 

37 

949 

1,888 

324,002 

Total  ... 

Steam 

Sailing 

2,113 

1,447 

2,060,878 

100,346 

121 

1,633 

108,2131 
140,639  ] 

5,312 

410,081 

Annex  I. — Retuun  showing  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels 
Entering  and  Clearing  from  different  Ports  of  Greece  during 
the  Y^ears  1889-90. 


Ports. 

1889. 

1890. 

Number  of 

V essels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Piraeus  . . 

2,855 

1,845,175 

2,659 

2,080,556 

' Syra 

2,334 

863,189 

i 2,465 

861,089 

Patras  . . 

425 

213,478 

! 336 

170,009 

Corfu 

2,333 

967,195 

2,239 

962,409 

Cephalonia 

188 

46,829 

1 123 

80,250 

^^aiito  . . . • • . 

277 

82,708 

210 

67,283 

Volo 

195 

87,685 

209 

58,152 

Calamata 

89 

24,711 

Other  ports 

.3,388 

731,580 

2,755 

688,332 

1 

Total  , . 

11,495 

1 4,836,839 

1 11,429 

! 4,886,943 

1 

. Kotk.  - In  1891  the  total  number  of  vessels  was  10,679;  tota^l  tonnage,  4,937,233. 
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Annex  K. — Eetiirn  of  Greek  Mercantile  Marine  in  the 
Years  1889-90. 

1889. 


Description. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Under  50  tons 

23 

641 

4,906 

41,633 

4,929 

42,274 

50  -100  tons 

245 

16,852 

245 

16,852 

100-500  tons 

”20 

4,448 

639 

153,714 

659 

158,162 

500-700  „ 

5 

3,112 

19 

10,959 

24 

14,071 

700-1,000  tons 

27 

23,623 

... 

27 

23,623 

1,000-1,500  tons  ... 

7 

8,765 

... 

7 

8,765 

Total 

82 

40,589 

5,809 

223,158 

5,891 

263,747 

1890. 


Description. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Under  50  tons 

25 

549 

4,831 

39,590 

4,856 

40,139 

50-100  tons 

... 

255 

16,933 

255 

16,933 

100-500  tons 

21 

4,434 

635 

159,744 

656 

164,178 

500-700  „ 

20 

9,996 

20 

11,822 

40 

21,818 

700-1,000  tons 

21 

17,580 

... 

21 

17,580 

1,000-1,500  tons  ... 

10 

12,125 

... 

- 

10 

12,125 

Total  

97 

44,684 

5,741 

228,089 

5,838 

272,773 

Equivalent  op  Money,  Weights,  and  Measures. 


100  lepta  = 1 drachme 
1 draraion 
400  dramia  1 oke 

44  okes  1 quintal 


0 1 11  oz.  avoirdupois 
2-8  lbs. 

123-2  lbs. 
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. . 
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. • lad. 
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. 5 

2|d. 

997.  Nantes 

..  lid. 

1057.  Saigon 

, . 

. , 

Id. 

998.  Algiers 

, , 

..  Id. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince' 

, . 

. . 

Id. 
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• • 

« o 

• • 2id. 
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, , 
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Id. 
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• 

..  2id. 

1064.  Samoa  .. 

. . 

id. 

1005.  The  Hague 

..  Hd. 
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Id. 
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..  lid. 
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. . 

6d. 
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. , 

..  lid. 
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. . 

. . 

2d. 

1008.  Rome 

..  Id. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

. . 

. . 

Hd. 
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• • 

..  Id. 
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. . 

. . 

lid. 
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• 

..  Id. 

1070.  Guatemala 

. . 

Id. 
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t • 

..  2id. 
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. . 

. . 

Id. 
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• « 

t 

..  Id 
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. . 

2id. 
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. , 

• • 
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1014.  Stettin 
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• • 
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• ♦ 

. . Id. 
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. . 

2d. 

1017,  Aleppo 

..  Id. 
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.. 

5id. 
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• « 

..  2id. 

1078.  Philadelphia 

.. 

2id. 

1019.  Piraeus 

t • 

..  Id. 

1079.  Brindisi 

, , 

. . 

2d. 

1020.  Mogador 

• • 

..  Id. 

1080.  New  York  . . 

. , 

2d. 

1021.  Adrianople 

# « 

..  id. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

. . 

. . 

HJ.  . 

1022.  Tripoli 

1082.  Frankfort  .. 

. . 

4d. 

1023.  Jerusalem 

..  Id. 

1083.  Hiogo 

. . 

. . 

lid. 

1024.  Odessa 

..  6d. 

1084.  Tokio 

. . 

lid. 

1025.  Genoa 

..  Hd. 

1085.  Amsterdam  . . 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1026.  Kiungchow 

..  Id. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

, . 

. . 

3d. 

1027.  Batoum 

. , 

..  4id. 

1087.  Bangkok 

. . 

id 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

, * 

..  Id. 

1088.  Soul  ., 

lid. 

1029.  Batavia 

..  Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

• * 

..  id. 

1090,  Copenhagen.. 

. . 

id. 

1031.  San  Jose 

• • 

..  Id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

id. 

1032.  Manila 

..  Hd. 

1092.  Bushire 

. . 

. . 

2d. 

1033.  Marseilles 

, * 

..  Id. 

1093.  Tamsui 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1034.  Swatow 

..  Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

. . 

Id. 

1035.  Paris. . 

1095.  Port  Said 

Id. 

1036.  Ichang 

, , 

..  5d. 

1096.  Guatemala  . . 

id. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

, , 

..  Id. 

1097.  Chungking  .. 

. . 

. . 

9d. 

1038.  Foochow 

, , 

..  Id. 

1098.  Nagasaki 

. . 

Id. 

1039.  Brest 

• . 

• • 

..  Id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

. . 

2d. 

1040.  Madeira 

, , 

• • 

..  id. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

. . 

. . 

id 

1041.  Antwerp 

, , 

. . lid. 

1101.  Shanghai  .. 

. . 

. . 

2d. 

1042.  Taganrog 

, , 

..  2ld. 
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. . 

. . 

id. 
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. . 

• • 

..  2id. 
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. . 

3d. 
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. , 

..  lid. 
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. . 

id. 
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, , 

..  lid. 
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. . 

3d. 

1046.  Belgrade 

, , 

..  2d. 

1106.  Macao 

. . 

. . 

id. 

1047.  Fiume 

..  Id. 

1107.  Canton 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1048.  Wuhu 

, , 

..  Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo  .. 

. . 

lid. 

1049.  Cagliari 

..  Id. 

1109.  Tunis 

Hd. 

1050.  Erzeroum 

• • 

..  Id. 

1110.  Sofia.. 

3d. 

1061.  Syra  . . 

•• 

• • 

..  Id. 

1111.  Brunei 

, . 

. . 

Hd. 

1052.  Cherbourg 

•• 

t • 

..  Id, 

1112.  Athens  .. 
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ALEXANDKIA, 

Sir  Charles  Coohson  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury, 

My  Lord,  Alexandria,  July  12,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship 
a Report  prepared  by  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Alban  on  the  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  Alexandria  for  the  year  1891. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  CHAS.  A,  COOKSON. 
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« EGYPT. 


General  Review  of  Trade. 


Increase  in 
exports  and 
imports. 


Tobacco  and 
cotton. 


Alexandria 
possesses  the’ 
bulk  of 
Egyptian 
ti'ade. 


The  locust 


Prosperity  of 
fellahin. 


Export 

merchants. 

Wholesale 
importers  and 
retail  traders. 

Prospects  for 


In  my  report  for  1890  I stated  that  in  all  probability  the 
aggregate  volume  of  exports  from,  and  imports  into,  Egypt  for 
that  year,  considerable  as  it  was,  would  be  equalled,  or  even  sur- 
passed, by  that  of  1891,  and  this  anticipation  has  been  more  than 
realised. 

The  exceptionally  abundant  cereal  crops  and  a cotton  crop 
considerably  larger  than  that  of  1890  (which  was  till  then  the 
largest  on  record)  brought  the  total  value  of  exports  and  imports 
up  to  23,345,963^,  an  increase  of  2,578,610/.  on  the  total  of  1890 
and  1,853,218/.  in  excess  of  the  highest  total  recorded  since  the 
year  1874.  ^ * 

In  considering  these  figures  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
increase  would  have  been  still  larger  but  for  the  two  following 
reasons:—  ' 

In  1890  tobacco  sufficient  for  two  years’  consumption  was 
imported,  and  consequently  the  quantity  of  this  important  article, 
of  consumption  imported  in  1891  was  considerably  below  the 
average.  Again  the  price  of  cotton  of  the  1891-2  crop  was  the 
lowest  on  record. 

The  great  bulk  of  the  imports  and  exports  passed  through 
Alexandria.  Out  of  a total  value  of  goods  amounting  to 
23,345,963/.,  more  than  21,000,000/.  passed  through  the 
Alexandria  custom-house. 

The  splendid  crops  of  1891  were  due  to  a combination  of 
favourable  circumstances.  The  weather  was  propitious,  water 
was  abundant,  and  the  Irrigation  Department  again  received 
universal  praise  for  its  excellent  and  regular  distribution  of  the 
water  supply. 

The  locust  plague,  to  which  I referred  in  my  last  report,  at 
one  time  caused  some  apprehension,  but,  owing  to  the  vigorous 
measures  taken  by  the  Government,  this  pest  was  stamped  out 
before  it  had  caused  any  appreciable  damage. 

All  * classes  have  benefited  by  th6  ’ last  two  years,  but  the 
native  cultivators  have  profited  most.  Their  increasing  pros- 
perity has  given  a marked  impulse  to  the  import  trade  as  they 
are  now  improving  their  houses  and  acquiring  a taste  for  greater 
comtort.  In  addition . to  the  cotton  stuffs,  food  stuffs,  indigo, 
coffee,  and  the  few  utensils-  to  which  the  native  market  was 
formerly  imited,  there  is  now  an  increasing  demand  for  bedsteads 
and  other  European  goods,  and  large  quantities  of  timber  were 
last  year  sent  to  the  villages  for  building.  . 

Export  merchants  ' who  * confined  themselves  to  legitimate 
business  and  did  not  speculate  have  done  fairly  well. 

The  wholesale  importers  and  retail  traders,  especially  those 
dealing  in  classes  of  goods  patronised  by  the  natives  in  the 
village?,  enjoyed  a brisk  business. 

As  regards  the  prospects  for.  1892  it  is  as  yet  too  early  to 
form  any  positive  estimate.  In  Egypt  everything  depends  upon 
the  cotton  crop  which  is  not  picked  until  September.  So  far  the 


Alexandria. 


3 


weather  has  been  less  favourable  and  the  Nile  has  been  at  a 
lower  level  than  last  year.  • 

The  Nile  was  also  later  in  rising,  than  in  1891,  but  is  now 
rising  steadily,  and,  though  there  may  during  a short  period  be  a 
scarcity  of  water  in  districts  to  which  the  irrigation  works  have 
only  recently  been  extended,  there  is  no  reason  to  anticipate  any 
very  serious  deficiency  in  the  water  supply. 

The  cereal  crops  are  shorter  than  was  the  case  last  season,  Prospects  of 
but  if  all  goes  well  with  the  cotton  crop  (which  in  that  case  bids  export  trade 
fair  to  surpass  last  year’s  crop)  the  total  volume  of  exports  will 
probably  equal  or  surpass  that  of  1890,  though  it  is  hardly  likely 
to  reach  the  large  total  of  last  year. 

As  regards  the  imports  it  is  possible  to  speak  with  greater  Imports  likely 
certainty.  The  first  quarter  of  the  present  year  shows  an  increase 
over  the  same  period  in  1891,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  effect  of 
two  good  seasons  on  the  purchasing  power  of  the  country  will  be 
still  more  apparent  as  the  year  advances,  and  even  if  any  serious 
disaster  were  to  befall  the  cotton  crop,  it  would  be  too  late  to 
have  any  very  appreciable  effect  on  the  imports  of  this  year.  We 
may  therefore  expect  that  the  imports  for  the  present  year  will 
show  an  even  larger  total  than  those  of  1891. 

The  following  details  relative  to  shipping,  exports,  imports, 
and  miscellaneous  matters  are  to  be  considered  as  supplementing 
the  information  contained  in  last  year’s  report. 

Shipping, 

The  movement  of  shipping  was  unusually  active  in  1891.  Active 
The  total  number  of  vessels  which  entered  the  port  of  Alexandria  movement  of 
during  the  year  amounted  to  2,163,  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of^s^n”^ 
1,807,717  tons,  against  2,019,  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of 
1,632,220  tons,  in  1890. 

There  was  thus  an  increase  in  1891  of  144  vessels  and  increase  in 
175,497  tons,  which  was  principally  contributed  to  by  steam- number  and 
ships,  which  show  an  increase  of  110  vessels  and  159,155  tons.  es^eSi  in 

The  sailing  vessels  which  visit  Alexandria  are  for  the  most  steamers^ 
part  small  coasting  craft  from  the  neighbouring  islands  and  coasts,  Sailina: 
of  an  average  tonnage  of  about  103  tons,  as  will  be  seen  by  vessels, 
reference  to  Annex  A.  These  vessels,  many  of  which,  with  their 
rotten  timbers,  palched-up  sides  and  antique  rigging,  present  an 
appearance  which,  though  highly  picturesque,  does  not  inspire 
implicit  confidence  in  their  seaworthiness,  generally  ply  their 
trade  during  the  summer,  and  lie  up  in  this  and  other  safe  harbours 
of  the  Levant  during  the  stormy  winter  months. 

The  unusual  activity  in  shipping  was  due,  not  only  to  the  Causes  of 
brisk  import  and  export  trade,  but  also  to  the  fact  that  owing  to  ^crease  in 
the  famine  in  Eussia  some  vessels  came  here  in  search  of  cargo  ® 
which  would  otherwise  have  gone  to  the  Black  Sea  ports. 

Freights  were  low,  but  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  as  Freights  low. 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  for  which  I am  indebted  to 
the  kindness  of  Messrst  N.  Barker  and  Company;— 

(1391) 


■Rates  of  Freight. 
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More  than  47  per  cent,  of  the  total  tonnage  in  1891  was  increase  in 
British,  as  against  about  46  per  cent,  in  1890,  The  number  of  British 
British  steamers  was  increased  by  78  and  the  tonnage  by  102,349  shipping, 
tons. 

More  than  51  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  steamers  was  Percentage. 
British,  as  against  less  than  49  per  cent,  in  1890.  There  were  no 
British  sailing  vessels. 

The  aggregate  tonnage  of  French  vessels  was  increased  by  French 
12,569  tons,  though  there  was  a falling-off  of  one  in  their  number,  shipping. 

There  was  a decrease  of  five  in  the  number  and  of  8,725  tons  Falling-off  in 
in  the  tonnage  of  Ottoman  vessels.  Ottoman 

There  were  five  less  Austrian  and  six  less  German  vessels. 

Denmark  and  Belgium  also  show  a falling-off,  the  former  in  Other 
tonnage  and  the  latter  in  number  and  tonnage.  Other  countries,  countries, 
with  the  exception  of  Holland,  which  remains  stationary,  show 
an  increase. 

The  work  of  widening  the  Boghaz  Pass,  which  leads  through  Widening  of 
the  reefs  into  the  harbour,  is  not  yet  completed,  although  the  ^!Irbou? 
period  allowed  by  the  contract  has  expired.  The  delay  has  been 
due  to  unforeseen  difficulties  and  to  the  enforced  suspension  of 
dredging  operations  during  stormy  weather. 

The  applications  made  by  the  steamship  Ougento  for  the  Port  dues  and 
reduction  of  port  and  light  dues,  and  by  a section  of  merchants  distribution  of 
here  for  a re-allotment  of  quay  berths,  are  still  under  considera- 
tion. 

Drunkenness  is  unfortunately  very  prevalent  among  British  Drunkenness 
merchant  seamen  at  this  port,  and  is  due  to  some  extent  to  the  ^ychant^^'^^ 
difficulty  experienced  by  the  authorities  in  regulating  the  sale  or  ^amen!^ 
preventing  the  adulteration  of  spirits. 

In  the  streets  leading  to  the  quays  almost  every  other  shop  is  Drinking  bars 
a drinking  bar,  where  the  most  poisonous  and  maddening  and  sale  of 
compounds — a glass  or  two  of  which  will  often  produce  ^d^Uerated 
insensibility — are  retailed  as  spirits  in  bottles,  bearing  well-known 
brands,  which  have  been  obtained  empty  for  the  purpose.  These 
shops  are  for  the  most  part  occupied  by  Europeans,  chiefly 
Greeks,  whose  Governments  have  hitherto  opposed  any  modi- 
fication of  the  privileges  accorded  by  the  capitulations  which 
would  tend  to  give  a freer  hand  to  the  police  in  dealing  with  the 
sale  and  adulterations  of  spirits.  Not  only  do  these  drinking 
shops  abound,  but  the  neighbourhood  of  the  quays  is  also 
infested  by  Arab  touts  employed  by  them,  who  induce  seamen 
and  firemen  to  accompany  them,  or  even  succeed  in  boarding  the 
vessels,  selling  drink  to  the  crews  and  persuading  them  to  sell  their 
clothes  and  effects. 

As  regards  intemperance,  it  is  unfortunately  a fact  that 
British  seamen  (and  particularly  firemen)  are  the  most  addicted 
to  this  vice,  and  masters  prefer  to  engage  seamen  of  any  other 
nationality,  as  being  steadier  and  more  industrious. 

The  merchant  sailors’  home  and  the  harbour  mission  (which.  Merchant 
though  independent  of  the  former,  holds  its  meetings  in  the  same  sailors’  home, 
building)  are  doing  good  work  among  British  seamen.  The 
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Bailors’  homo  provides  board  and  lodging  for  discharged  seamen, 
and  saves  them  From  being,  victimised  in  the  low  dens  to  which 
they  would  otherwise  be  compelled  to  go.  It  also  contains 
recreation  and  reading  rooms,  which  are  well  attended  by  the 
crews  of  the  vessels  in  harbour.  The  funds  of  the  home  are, 
however,  barely  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  further  private 
subscriptions  are  much  needed. 


Imjport  Trade, 


Total  value  of 
import  .trade 
in  1891. 

Fallingoff  in 
leaf  tobacco. 


Increase  in 
majority  of 
articles. 

Falling-off  in 
a few  articles 
due  in  most 
cases  to 
special  causes. 


British 

imporis. 


Increase  in 
trade  of  other 
countries. 


Large  increase 
in  trade  of 
Belgium  and 
Germany. 


The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  Egypt  in  1891  amounted 
to  9,120,359^.,  against  8,594,364^.  in  1890,  or  an  increase  of 
5-25,995^.  on  the  previous  year. 

This  was  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  in  view  of  the  raising  of  the 
duty  on  leaf  tobacco  after  July  1,  1890,  enormous  quantities  were 
imported  in  theffirst  six  months  of  that  year,  and  at  the  end  of 
1890  there  was  a stock  sufficient  for  two  years’  consumption. 
The  importation  of  this  article  was,  therefore,  abnormally  large  in 
1890  and  less  than  the  average  in  1891. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  majority  of  articles,  which  was 
most  apparent  in  metals  and  metal  goods,  textiles,  timber,  coffee, 
raw  silk,  sacks,  and  live  animals.  There  was  a large  falling-off  in 
cereals  and  sugar,  owing  to  the  good  crops  in  Egypt,  and  a 
decrease,  in  most  cases  due  to  special  reasons,  in  indigo, 
machinery,  oils,  and  spirits,  charcoal  and  firewood,  boots  and 
shoes,  marble  and  stone,  tumbeki  and  cigars.  There  was  also  an 
apparently  large  falling-off  in  leaf  tobacco,  the  reason  for  which  has 
been  explained  above. 

The  imports  from  Great  Britain  are  still  far  beyond  those  of 
any  other  country.  They  show  an  increase  of  more  than  435,000/. 
on  last  year’s  total,  and  from  38*5  per  cent,  of  the  total  imports, 
against  35*8  per  cent,  last  year.  At  first  sight  it  would  appear 
that  there  had  been  a large  proportional  increase  of  British  goods, 
but  this  apparent  increase  is  due  to  the  great  falling-off  in  tobacco, 
of  which  practically  none  comes  from  England.  If  we  exclude 
tobacco  altogether  we  find  that  of  all  other  imports  39T  per  cent, 
were  British,  against  39  per  cent,  in  1 890.  The  improvement  in 
the  proportion  of  English  goods  to  those  of  other  countries  was, 
therefore,  very  slight. 

All  other  countries,  except  Turkey,  Greece,  America,  and 
English  possessions  in  the  far  east,  show  an  increase  on  last  year. 
The  diminution  in  Turkish  and  Greek  imports  ,was  entirely  in 
tobacco.  The  shrinkage  of  the  imports  from  English  possessions 
in  the  far  east  was  chiefly  due  to  the  decrease  in  the  import  of 
rice. 

Belgium  and  Germany  show  the  largest  proportional  increase, 
both  these  countries  having  more  than  doubled  their  imports.  For 
some  years  past  Belgium  and  Germany  have  been  gradually 
increasing  their  trade  with  Egypt,  and  the  improvement  has  been 
most  marked  during  the  last  three  years.  In  several  classes  of 
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goods,  as  will  be  seen  below,  they  are  vastly  improving  their 
position  at  the  expense  of  Great  Britain,  and  also  of  France  and 
Austria. 


Metals  and  Metal  Goods. 

There  was  a large  increase  in  iron  and  steel,  the  total  value  iron  and  steel 
imported  being  486,588^.,  against  275,049/.  in  1890. 

In  this  import  England  has  lost  much  ground  during  the  last 
two  years. 

In  1891  only  48  6 per  cent,  of  the  iron  and  steel  imports  were  ^ 

British,  against  59*3  per  cent,  in  1890  and  62*4  per  cent,  in  1889. 

France  also  shows  a decreased  proportion  of  15*9  per  cent., 
against  24*5  per  cent,  in  1890  and  24*8  in  1889.  Belgium  and  Great  increase 
Germany  have  made  enormous  strides  at  the  expense  of  all  other  in  Belgian 
countries,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table ; — manufactures. 


Percentage  of  Imports  of  Iron. 


Country. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

England 

48-6 

69-3 

62*4 

Belgium  •• 

23-8 

12  0 

10  *3 

France  .. 

15-9 

24-5 

24-8 

Germany  . . 

10*3 

0-6 

0-7 

Other' countries 

1-4 

3-6 

1-8 

The  best  iron  bars  are  English,  and  iron  piping  is  almost  entirely 
English. 

In  locomotives  Belgium  has  succeeded  in  taking  away  a great  Locomotives, 
part  of  English  trade.  The  import  of  machinery  during  the  last 
two  years  was  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Country. 

Value. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

England 

31,384 

68,004 

Belgium 

18,453 

3,569 

Other  countries 

•• 

•• 

3,767 

2,546 

Total 

•• 

•• 

69,109 

53,604 

Eailway  carriages  and  trucks,  which  used  to  be  imported  almost  Railway 
entirely  from  England,  are  now  for  the  most  part  imported  from  canisges  and 
Belgium.  trucks. 
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Pumping 

engines. 


Miscellaneous 

steam-engines. 


Miscellaneous 
machines,  and 
parts  of 
machines, 


The  following  figures  show  the  distribution  of  this  import  during 
the  last  five  years  : — 


Country. 

1891. 

1890.  , 

1889. 

1888. 

1887. 

England 

£ 

\ 11,971 

£ 

1,095 

£ 

58,053 

£ 

26,993 

£ 

99,032 

Belgium 

; 25,344 

' 8,942 

, . 

1,508 

France 

2,789 

1 

4,277 

424 

289 

1,641 

Italy 

195 

274 

Total  . . 

40,104 

14,314 

58,477 

27,477 

102,455 

It  would  thus  appear  that,  whereas  out  of  the  total  value  of 
railway  carriages  and  trucks,  &c.,  imported,  England  contributed 
more  than  96  per  cent,  in  1887,  more  than  98  per  cent,  in  1888, 
and  more  than  99  per  cent,  in  1889 ; in  1890  she  only  contributed 
a little  over  7 per  cent.,  and  in  1891  a little  more  than  29  per 
cent,  of  the  total  imports,  the  chief  share  falling  to  Belgium, 
which,  though  she  supplied  little  more  than  1 per  cent,  in  1887, 
and  nothing  in  1888  and  1889,  obtained  more  than  62  per  cent, 
of  the  total  in  1890,  and  more  than  63  per  cent,  in  1891.  It 
should,  however,  be  stated  that  many  of  the  component  parts  of 
the  locomotives  and  other  railway  plant  imported  from  Belgium 
are  originally  manufactured  in  England. 

There  was  an  increase  in  these  engines  of  784/.,  the  total  value 
imported  being  7,013/.,  against  6,229/.  in  1890.  The  demand 
has,  however,  greatly  fallen  off  of  late  years,  and  as  the  irrigation 
works  continue  to  be  improved  and  extended,  the  necessity  for 
pumping-engines  will  decrease.  England  furnished  a larger  pro- 
portion than  she  did  in  1890,  supplying  nearly  five-sixths  of  the 
total  value. 

France  is  the  only  other  country  which  possesses  any  appreci- 
able share  in  this  trade. 

There  was  a falling-off  under  this  head,  the  total  value  of 
steam-engines  imported  being  29,700/.,  against  65,951/.  in  1890. 

There  was  a large  increase  in  English  goods,  which  found 
nearly  six-sevenths  of  the  total. 

Miscellaneous  machines  worked  by  steam  show  a large 
increase,  the  total  value  being  81,357/.,  against  50,931/.  in  the 
previous  year.  More  than  half  the  value  of  this  import  came 
from  England,  but  there  was  a slight  falling-off  in  the  proportion 
of  English  goods  to  those  of  other  countries  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  and  a marked  increase  in  Belgian  and  German 
goods.  France,  though  she  has  recovered  some  of  the  ground 
lost  in  1890,  has  not  regained  the  position  she  occupied 
in  1889. 
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Percentage  of  Total  Imports  of  Miscellaneous  Machines. 


Country. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

England.. 

62-8 

71-5 

64-2 

Austria  .. 

3-6 

5-3 

4-7 

France  .. 

23-7 

18-3 

26-2 

Belgium.. 

4-9 

1 -1 

1 *3 

Germany 

3-3 

1 -4 

! 1-2 

Other  countries. . 

1-7 

2*4 

2-4 

Increase  in 
Belgian  and 
German 
manufactures. 


The  import  of  tin-plates  and  tin  goods  shows  an  increase.  Tin. 

The  amount  imported  is  not,  however,  large,  amounting  in  1891 
to  5,978/.,  against  3,679/.  in  1890.  England  has  almost  a 
monopoly  of  this  article. 

There  was  an  increase  of  1,759/.  in  iron  and  steel  tools,  the 
total  import  amounting  to  9,291/.,  against  7,532/.  in  the  previous  implements, 
year. 

The  chief  proportion  of  this  article  comes  from  England, 

France  holding  the  second  place. 

The  total  value  of  copper  imported  in  1891  was  107,463/.,  copper, 
against  62,016/.  in  the  previous  year,  or  an  increase  of  more  than 
45,000/.  This  was  partly  due  to  the  lower  price  of  copper  after 
the  break  up  of  the  Paris  syndicate. 

Sheet  lead  and  lead  piping  are  almost  entirely  from  France,  Lead, 
the  French  article  being  cheaper  than  the  English,  though  of 
inferior  quality.  The  total  value  of  lead  imported  in  1891  was 
10,730/.,  of  which  French  lead  amounted  to  6,681/. 

A small  quantity  only  of  type  is  imported,  the  total  value  in  printing  typa 
1891  amounting  to  948/.  Hand  presses  only  are  used,  the  larger 
ones  being  of  French  make.  The  face  of  the  smaller  English  type 
is  not  sufficiently  open  to  suit  the  weaker  vision  of  natives  or  of 
Europeans  who  have  resided  long  in  the  country,  and  the  French 
bourgeois  ” type  is  preferred.  In  view  of  the  small  consumption  it 
would  hardly  be  worth  while  for  English  founders  to  manufacture 
a special  type  for  this  purpose.  The  English  type  is  also  too  long 
to  suit  the  chases  in  use,  which  are  all  made  to  suit  the  shorter 
French  type. 

The  demand  for  European  guns  is  on  the  increase.  If  good  Sporting 
quality  is  required,  English  guns  are  preferred ; Belgium,  how-  guns, 
ever,  has  still  almost  the  whole  of  the  trade  in  cheap  guns  (mostly 
muzzle-loading),  which  are  readily  bought  by  the  poorer  natives. 

I have  seen  a Belgian  muzzle-loading  gun,  the  price  of  -which  was 
17  fr.  Purchasers  of  these  weapons  must  hold  their  lives  cheap, 
yet  I am  informed  that  these  guns  find  a ready  sale.  Cheap  guns 
are  now  being  supplied  from  England,  and  are  better  in  appear- 
ance than  the  Belgian  article.  I have  seen  very  neat-looking 
English  breach-loading  guns,  the  original  price  of  which  was 
2/.  10s.,  and  I am  told  that  these  guns  find  a good  market. 

There  is  a small  but  increasing  demand  for  this  article.  Bicycles. 
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English  bicycles  are  undoubtedly  superior  to  any  others,  but  the 
sale  of  Austrian  bicycles  is  greater.  These  latter  are  cheap  and 
inferior  imitations  of  English  patterns. 

Provisions. 

Salt,  smoked,  There  was  a falling-off  in  this  article^  the  total  value  im- 
and  tinned  ported  being  22,546/.,  against  25,168/.  in  1890.  England  has  the 
’ largest  proportion  of  this  trade,  Italy  coming  next. 

Salt,  smoked.  There  was  a slight  increase  in  this  article,  the  total  value 
and  tinned  amounting  to  25,586/.,  against  23,883/.  in  1890. 

Out  of  the  total  import  goods  to  the  value  9,325/.  were 
imported  from  France,  while  England’s  share  of  the  trade 
amounted  to  2,647/.  France  supplies  a large  quantity  of  tinned 
sardines,  while  herrings  and  ling  come  chiefly  from  England. 
Butter.  There  was  an  increase  of  a little  more  than  3,000/.  in  fresh 

and  salt  butter,  the  total  value  being  45,363/.  Butter  to  the 
value  of  1,612/.,  or  slightly  less  than  in  1890,  was  imported  from 
England.  A large  quantity  of  Milan  butter  is  imported. 

Hides  and  Leather  Goods, 

Tanned  hides.  There  was  a large  increase  in  tanned  hides  by  which  France 
and  Austria  benefited,  there  being  a considerable  falling-off  in 
the  percentage  of  hides  imported  from  England  as  compared  with 
other  countries.  This  was  specially  noticeable  in  sheep  and  goat 
'skins. 

There  was  a further  decline  in  European  made  boots  and 
shoes,  and  an  increase  in  the  trade  with  Morocco  in  the  red  shoes 
worn  by  the  natives.  Boots  are  now  well  made  in  Alexandria, 
and  the  demand  for  European  manufactures  is  falling-off.  The 
total  value  of  this  import  amounted  in  1891  to  84,575/.,  which 
was  distributed  as  follows : — Morocco,  29,366/. ; A.ustria, 
26,235/.;  France,  11,096/.;  England,  7,773/.;  other  countries, 
10,105/. 

Animal  Products, 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  import  of  candles,  the  total  value 
being  34,879/.  in  1891,  against  39,898/.  in  the  previous  year. 

There  was  a falling-off  in  the  import  of  candles  from  France 
and  Belgium,  which  have  always  held  thd  bulk  of  the  trade,  but 
an  increase  of  about  2,000/.  in  English  candles,  which  now  run 
the  Belgian  article  close. 


Bools  and 
slioes. 


Candles. 
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Import  of  Candles. 


Country. 

Value. 

1891. 

1890. 

France  . . . . . . 

£ ' 

*17,751' 

£ 

19,943 

Belgium 

8,918 

ll,fi78 

England  . . 

7,382 

6,705 

Other  countries 

' ■ 828’ 

2,572 

Total  

34,879 

39,898 

The  sale  of  the  English  article  might  be  greatly  extended.  Sale  of 
The  chief  proportion  of  the  candles  sold  here  are  Fourniers’  extra  English 
best,  manufactured  at  Marseilles.  . This, firm  has  worked  up  the 
business  here  with  great  energy.  English  candles  of  even  better 
quality  can  be  sold  at  the  same  price,  but  the  trade  has  not  been 
pushed,  and  no  sole  agents,  who  would  be  interested  in  developing 
this  business,  have  been  appointed. 

Cereals,  Vegetables,  ^c. 

There  was  a general  decline  in  cereals  owing  to  the  good  Cereals, 
crops  in  Egypt. 

There  was  a decline  in  the  import  of  rice,  as  was  the  case  with  nice, 
all  cereals. 

Rice  is  now  almost  entirely  imported  direct  from  Burmah,  and 
when  stocks  here  are  exhausted  after  the  close  of  the  season 
Rangoon  rice  is  brought  from  England.  Only  a very  small 
quantity  of  Italian  rice  is  imported  for  the  consumption  of  a sec- 
tion of  the  Europeans.  A large  quantity  of  Rangoon  rice  has  for 
some  time  past  been  re-shipped  from  Alexandria  to  Tripoli  and 
other  parts  of  the  north'  African  coast  on  account  of  the  famine 
among  the  Bedouin  tribes  in  those  districts. 

Colonial  Prbduce  and  Preserves. 

There  was  a small  increase  in  the  Import  of  tea,  the  value  of  Tga. 
which  amounted  in  1891  to  6,607/.,  of  which  England  contributed 
4,518/.  The  tea  consumed  is  chiefly  Indian*  and  Ceylon  tea,  and 
is  for  the  most  part  imported  from  England.  ' 

The  import  of  jams  and  other  preserves  was  almost  the  same 
as  in  the  previous  year.  There  was  an  increase  of  891/.  in  French  other 
jams,  and  798/.  in  English,  and  a falling-off  in  Turkish.  The  preserves, 
import  was  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Biscuits. 


Miscellaneous 
oils  and 
spirits. 

Cotton  seed 
oil. 

Petroleum. 


Blotting  andj 

wrapping 

paper. 


Timber 
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Country. 

Value. 

1891. 

1890. 

France 

£ 

6,644 

£ 

6,753 

Turkey  

4,958 

7,084 

England 

3,115 

2,317 

Other  countries 

1,579 

1,087 

Total  ••  .. 

16,296 

16,241 

The  value  of  this  import  amounted  in  1891  to  7,473/.,  against 
6,767/.  in  1890.  England  continues  to  increase  its  lead  in  this 
article ; the  value  of  English  biscuits  imported  into  Egypt 
amounted  in  1891  to  5,810/.,  or  77*12  per  cent,  of  the  total 
imports,  against  4,982/.,  or  75*9  per  cent,  in  the  previous 
year. 

France,  which  comes  next,  supplied  in  1891  biscuits  to  the 
value  of  1,203/. 


Oils  and  Spirits, 

The  falling-off  was  chiefly  in  cotton  seed  oil,  which  comes 
almost  entirely  from  England.  This  was  due  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a second  crushing  mill,  there  being  now  two  in 
Alexandria.  The  value  of  the  cotton  seed  oil  imported  in  1891 
amounted  to  25,172/.,  against  53,916/.  in  1890. 

There  was  an  increase  of  more  than  13,000/.  in  the  import  of 
petroleum.  The  market  was  overstocked  in  1889,  and  consequently 
less  was  imported  in  1 890. 

Mole  than  86  per  cent,  of  the  total  import  consists  of  Russian 
oil. 


Stationery  and  Books, 

Blotting  and  wrapping  paper  came  almost  entirely  from 
Austria  and  Italy.  In  1891  the  total  value  of  this  class  of  goods 
amounted  to  36,175/.,  against  31,070/.  in  the  previous  year. 
Austrian  manufactures  amounted  in  1891  to  18,032/.,  Italian  to 
13,441/.,  French  to  1,374/.,  German  to  1,301/.,  Belgian  to  955/., 
and  British  to  845/.  As  I mentioned  in  my  report  for  1890 
English  wrapping  paper  cannot  compete  with  Austrian  on  account 
of  the  difference  in  freight. 


Timber  and  Coals. 

There  was  a large  increase  in  timber,  the  total  value  amount- 
ing to  437,216/.,  against  358,167/.  in  1890.  The  largest 
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proportion  of  timber  came  from  Austria,  Turkey,  and  Sweden 
respectively,  the  latter  country  sending  7,470  standards  in  1891 
against  4,589  standards  in  the  previous  year.  The  great  bulk  of 
the  timber  imported  went  to  the  interior,  a sign  of  the  increasing 
prosperity  of  the  native  population.  Wooden 

British  goods  show  an  increase  on  last  year,  and  England  now 
holds  the  first  place  in  this  import.  work.^°° 

There  was  a falling-off  in  this  article,  which  was  partly  due  to  Coal, 
the  fact  that  owing  to  improvements  in  irrigation  there  is  less  need 
for  pumping  engines  than  formerly. 


Stone,  Building  Materials,  Earthenware,  arid  Glass, 

There  was  a falling-off  in  lime,  plaster,  and  cement,  owing  to  Lime,  cement, 
the  fact  that  little  building  is  going  on  now  in  Alexandria.  plaster. 
Nearly  two-thirds  of  the  cement  and  almost  the  whole  of  the 
lime  imported  this  year  came  from  France.  England  supplied 
only  about  one-third  of  the  total  value  of  cement  against  one-half 
last  year.  French  cement  is  cheaper  than  English. 

There  was  a large  increase  in  this  import,  the  value  of  which  China  and' 
amounted  to  54,163/.,  against  40,059/.  in  the  previous  year, 

England  once  held  the  first  place  in  this  trade,  but  since  1886  she 
has  been  passed  by  France,  Austria,  and  notably  Belgium,  the 
latter  country  now  holding  the  chief  proportion  of  the  import, 
which  was  thus  distributed  in  1891  and  1890  : — 


Value. 

Country. 

1891. 

1890. 

! 

£ i 

£ 

Belgium. 

18,619  1 

9,448 

France 

14,628  1 

14,121 

Austria  ...  . . 

8,835,  1 

1 7,108 

Great  Britain 

7,327  j 

i 6,383 

Other  countries 

4,754 

2,999 

Total 

54,163 

40,059 

Colours  and  Dyes. 

There  was  a large  decrease  in  indigo  owing  to  the  failure  of  indigo, 
the  crop  in  Bengal. 

The  cotton  blouses  worn  by  the  natives,  which  are  imported 
from  England,  used  to  be  dyed  in  this  country  with  indigo,  but  of 
late  the  quantity  imported  ready  dyed  with  aniline  dyes  is 
increasing. 
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Matches. 


Sale  of 
English 
matches 
might,  be 
extended. 


Soap. 


Cotton  manu* 
factures. 


Slight 
decrease  in 
proportion  of 
British 
manufactures. 

Lamp  wicks 
and  cotton 
ribbons. 
Cotton,  lace 
curtains,  &c. 


Woollen  yarn. 


Pure  woollen 
fabrics. 


Chemicals,  Perfumery,  4‘c. 

There  was  a very  slight  falling-oiF  in  matches,  the  total  value 
of  this  import  being  18,061/.,  against  18,582/.  in  1890. 

Austria  and  Italy  hold  almost  tlie  entire  trade  in  this  article, 
which  is  distributed  as  follows:  Austria  11,924/.,  Italy  5,643/., 
Great  Britain  186/.,  other  countries  308/.  A vigorous  attempt 
was  lately  made,  with  considerable  success,  to  introduce  the 
Swedish  safety  match.  A commercial  traveller  visited  Egypt  and 
obtained  many  orders  for  Swedish  matches.  No  similar  attempt 
has  been  made  to  work  up  the  trade  in  English  matches,  the  sale 
of  which  might  be  greatly  extended  if  English  firms  would 
appoint  sole  agents  here  with  a commission  on  orders  obtained 
through  them. 

Common  sulphur  matches,  which  are  used  chiefly  by  the 
natives,  are  manufactured  here. 

There  was  an  increase  in  common  soap,  the  total  import 
being  9,542,652  lbs.,  valued  at  94,571/.,  against  8,788,342  lbs., 
valued  at  84,181/.,  in  1890.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  amount 
comes  from  Crete. 

The  value  of  the  common  soap  imported  from  England  in  1891 
amounted  to  1,479/.  only.  Common  soap  is  now  manufactured  in 
Alexandria.  Only  a small  quantity  of  scented  soap  is  imported, 
which  is  chiefly  French. 


Textile  Industries* 

There  was  an  increase  of  262,749/.  in  cotton  goods,  British 
manufactures  showing  an  increase  of  233,156/.  on  the  previous 
tj'ear’s  total. 

The  proportion  of  British  goods  to  those  of  other  countries 
was  not  quite  so  great  as  in  the  previous  year.  In  1891  they 
formed  95T  per  cent,  of  the  total  imports,  against  96*3  in  1899. 
There  was  an  increase  in  proportion  of  French  and  Austrian 
goods. 

These  are  mostly  Austrian,  but  the  value  of  this  import  is  very 
insignificant. 

There  was  a slight  falling- off  in  these  articles,  the  total  value 
imported  in  1891  amounting  to  20,267/.,  against  21,418/.  in  1890. 

England  holds  the  first  place  in  this  class  of  goods,  but  she 
contributed  a smaller  proportion  of  the  total  value  in  1891  than 
in  the  previous  year,  while  France,  Austria,  and  Germany  gained 
ground. 

The  total  value  of  woollen  yarn  imported  amounted  to  9,623/., 
against  4,189  in  the  previous  year.  England  and  Austria  supply 
nearly  the  whole  of  this  import.  The  value  of  English  yarn 
amounted  in  1891  to  4,334/.,  and  that  of  Austria  to  4,063/. 

Woollen  fabrics  show  a large  increase,  the  total  value  amount* 
ing  in  1891  to  205,346/.,  against  126,408/.  in  1890. 

Austria  and  Germany  showed  a much  larger  proportional 
increase  than  England  and  France.  Austria  takes  the  first  place 
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with  i)0,51:3/.,  France  comes  next  with  43,084/.,  then  England 
with  30,782/.,  and  Germany  with  27,8047. 

'Fhei'e  was  an  increase  of  inorc  than  (>2,000/.  in  this  import,  Itaw  silk  and 
most  of  whicii  came  from  China.  thread. 

There  was,  therefore,  a large  stock  last  year,  which  was 
further  increased  by  large  imports  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year,  on  account  of  the  fall  in  prices  in  China.  Prices  are 
now  low. 

There  was  a large  increase  in  these  goods.  The  total  value  Silk  fabrics, 
imported  in  1801  was  114,208/.,  against  74,666/.  in  ] 800. 

France  has  the  largest  share  of  the  trade  in  these  articles. 

England’s  share  is  insignificant,  and  she  lost  further  ground  in 

18^h. 

This  article  shows  an  increase,  the  total  value  imported  inl^opeaand 
1891  being  26,669/r,  against  24,567/.  in  the  previous  year. 

England  still  holds  the  second  })lace  in  this  article.  The  first 
])lace  was  formerly  held  by  France,  but  that  country  has  now 
been  outstripped  by  Austria,  England,  and  Italy.  The  import 
was  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Country. 

Value. 

189,1. 

1890. 

X 

£ 

£ 

Austria  . . 

6,048 

3,927 

Great  Britain 

5,049 

4,093 

Italy  

5,020 

4,135 

France  . . 

4,830 

5,279 

Other  countries  . , 

6,722 

6,333 

Total  .. 

26,669 

- 2J,567 

There  was  a large  increase  in  this  article.  The  total  value  Heady-made 
imported  in  1891  amounted  to  155,512/.,  against  134,969/.  in  linen  under- 
1890.  England  maintains  her  lead  in  this  import  with  a total 
.value  of  59,852/.,  or  38-4  per  cent,  of  the  total  import,  against 
41,701/.  or  30*9  per  cent,  in  1890. 

Miscellaneous  Articles, 

The  total  value  of  this  article  amounted  in  1891  to  152,403/.,  Haber- 
against  111,779/.  in  the  previous  year.  England  has  gained 
ground  of  late  in  this  class  of  goods,  the  value  of  her  import  in 
1891  being  19,486/.,  against  12,158/.  in  1890.  The  following 
figures  will  show  the  improvement  in  the  proportion  of  English  grouml 
goods  to  those  of  other  countries  ; — 


(1391) 
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Parcels  post. 


Increase  in 
exports. 


This  result 
due  to 
favourable 
weather  and 
abundance  of 
water. 

Exports  to 
Great  Britain. 

Falling-oflf  in 
exports  to 
Austria,  Italy, 
and  Greece. 


Cotton. 


Percentage  of  Total  Import. 


Country. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

France  . . 

41-2 

46  -1 

42-5 

Austria  . . 

22-6 

23-4 

22-8 

Great  Britain  . . 

12-8 

10-9 

10-8 

Turkey  . . 

10-8 

8-3 

11-7 

Other  countries 

12-6 

11-3 

12-2 

Parcels  Post. 

There  was  a further  development  of  the  parcels  post  in  1891. 
The  number  of  parcels  received  amounted  to  50,195,  valued  at 
89,024/.,  against  41,600,  realised  at  71,025/.  in  1890.  The 
number  sent  amounted  to  31,417,  valued  at  7,115/.,  against 
28,164,  valued  at  15,020/.  in  1890. 

Export  Trade. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  from  Egypt  in  1891  amounted 
to  14,225,604/.,  against  12,172,989/.,  an  increase  of  2,052,615/. 
This  remarkable  increase  was  chiefly  in  raw  cotton  and  cereals 
and  in  colonial  produce  (chiefly  sugar).  The  only  classes  of 
goods  which  showed  any  appreciable  falling-off  were  hides  and 
leather  goods,  miscellaneous  animal  products,  rags,  chemicals,  and 
perfumery. 

Favourable  weather  and  an  abundance  of  water  were  the  chief 
causes  of  this  splendid  result.  No  real  damage  was  caused  by  the 
locusts,  which  appeared  early  in  the  year  but  were  exterminated 
before  any  serious  harm  was  done. 

There  was  an  increase  of  1,314,913/.  in  the  exports  to  Great 
Britain,  which  formed  almost  the  same  proportion  of  the  total 
trade  as  iji  the  previous  year. 

The  only  countries  wdiich  show  a falling-off  are  Austria, 
Italy,  and  Greece.  The  two  first  named  countries  took  less 
cotton,  and  Greece  imported  a smaller  quantity  of  hides. 

I am  indebted  to  the  statistics  published  by  the  Alexandria 
General  Produce  Association  and  to  the  kindness  of  the  Vice- 
President,  Mr.  A.  Halli,  for  the  following  remarks  on  cotton  and 
cereals. 


Cotton  and  Cotton  Seed. 

Up  to  June  25  of  the  present  year  the  total  amount  of  cotton 
of  the  1891-92  crop  which  had  arrived  in  Alexandria  was 
4,750,166  cantars,*  and  it  will  probably  amount  at  the  close  of  the 
season  to  a total  of  4,800,000  cantars.  The  1891-92  crop  was, 
therefore,  much  more  abundant  than  that  of  1890-91  which 


* A cantar  = 98  lbs. 
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reached  a total  of  4,159,405  cantars,  till  then  the  largest  crop  on 
record. 

In  the  early  spring  and  in  September  tliere  were  occasional 
short  periods  of  cold  weather  which  were,  however,  succeeded  by 
great  heat  before  any  appreciable  harm  was  done. 

The  steady  extension  and  improvement  of  the  irrigation  works  Causes  of 
is  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  ra[)id  increase  of  the  cotton  crop  yecent  rapid 
during  the  last  few  years.  The  metafifi  plant  also  continues  to  cotton^Lop!  ^ 
yield  a superior  proportion  of  lint  to  any  other  variety. 

In  1891  a larger  area  of  land  was  put  under  cotton  than  in  Larger  area  of 
1890,  and  of  this  about  80  per  cent,  was  planted  with  metafifi.  ^Jtton^ 

On  account  of  the  enormous  American  crop  prices  were  lower 
than  they  have  been  for  many  years  past.  The  fellahin  did  not,  Prices 
however,  feel  this  to  the  same  extent  as  the  exporter.  In  Upper  abnormally 
Egyi)t  the  cultivators  had  sold  their  crops  before  the  great  fall  in 
prices,  and  in  Lower  Egypt  the  superior  quantity  to  some  extent 
compensated  them  for  the  low  prices.  On  this  account  they  have  prices, 
this  year  sown  more  cotton  than  last  year. 

As  regards  export  firms  doing  legitimate  business  with  houses 
in  Europe  the  season  was  better  than  usual,  as  they  were  able 
almost  at  any  period  to  buy  and  sell  simultaneously  at  a profit. 

The  principal  losers  were  the  speculators,  who  bought  for  the  Principal 
rise,  and  the  middlemen  in  the  interior  who  bought  the  cotton  losers, 
from  the  cultivators,  and  after  ginning  it  (during  which  time 
prices  fell)  sent  it  to  Alexandria. 

The  export  was  distributed  as  follows  up  to  June  25  of  this 
year : — 


Quantity. 

Country. 

— 

1891. 

1890. 

Cantars. 

Cantars. 

Great  Britain 

2,665,248 

2,266,437 

Continent,. 

1,696,606 

1,654,424 

Export  of 
cotton. 


On  June  25  there  was  in  Alexandria  a stock  of  553,312  stock, 
can  tars,  against  236,111  cantars  last  year,  of  which  the  greater 
part  has  been  sold  for  delivery  during  the  summer.  From  this  Fire, 
stock  must,  however,  be  deducted  about  35,000  cantars  which 
were  destroyed  in  a fire  which  took  place  in  Alexandria  in  May 
of  this  year. 

A short  time  ago  there  was  a recovery  in  prices  as  an  im-  Recovery  in 
pression  prevailed  that  less  cotton  would  b^  planted  in  America  Prices.  . 
than  was  the  case  last  year.  The  buying  has,  however,  been 
chiefly  speculative,  as  spinners  bought  largely  when  the  prices 
were  low,  and  for  the  most  part  hold  stocks  sufficient  for  some 
months  to  come.  There  was  a moderate  increase  in  the  direct  Jirect^^ 
shipments  to  America,  of  which  mention  was  made  in  last  year’s  shipments  to 
report.  Some  small  shipments  were  also  made  to  Bombay.  America. 

It  is  stated  that  a considerably  larger  area  has  been  planted  g^pj^ents  to 

Bombay. 
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Prospects  of 
1892-93  crop. 


Cotton  seed. 

Large 

increase. 

Export  of 
cotton  seed. 


Stock. 


Two  local 
crushing 
mills. 

Increase  in 
shipments  to 
continent.' 
Shipments  to 
Dunkirk. 

Prices. 


Cereal  crops. 
Prices 
fluctuated 
considerably. 


Prices  for 
new  crops. 


Wheat. 

Export  of 
wheat. 


Local 

consumption 
and  stock. 


with  cotton  this  year.  The  weather  was  somewhat  cold  at  the 
beginning  and  more  re-sowing  was  necessary  than  in  1891.  The 
weather  is  now  favourable,  and  provided  that  the  supply  of  water 
does  not  fail,  the  plants  will  soon  show  their  normal  development, 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  crop  will  be  even  larger  than  was  the 
case  last  year.  Worms  made  their  appearance  in  June,  but  in 
most  cases  were  destroyed  by  the  ensuing  heat. 

The  cotton  crop  being  so  large  it  was  natural  that  the  arrivals 
of  cotton  seed  should  also  be  abnormally  great.  Up  to  June  25  of 
this  year  about  376,727  tons  of-  cotton  seed  had  arrived  in 
Alexandria,  against  about  329,945  tons  at  the  same  date  last 
year.  ^ ^ 

Of  this  quality  about  299,650  tons  have  been  shipped  to 
England,  against  about  289,676  tons  last  year,  and  about  30,298 
tons  to  the  Continent,  against  about  21,931  tons  last  year. 

The  stock  in  Alexandria  amounted  on  June  25  to  about 
16,581  tons. 

The  two  local  crushing  mills  have  consumed  a certain  quantity/ 
which  will  probably  amount  to  about  8,880  tons  for  the  whole 
season. 

There  was  an  increase  in^  the  shipments  to  the  continent. 
Formerly  Marseilles  alone  took  Egyptian  cotton  seed,  but  this 
year,  up  to  May  1,  about  7,110  tons  had  l)een  shipped  to 
Dunkirk,  and  further  large  shipments  have  since  been  made. 

Prices  have  been  steadier  than  during  the  last  season  and 
have  never  reachel  so  low  a point.  In  last  October  11.  IO5.  was 
touched,  but  with  this  exception  prices  have  ruled  between 
5/.  125.  6r7.  per  ton  and  6^.  6s.  3J.  per  ton. 

Cereals. 

The  crops  of  cereals  were  again  very  large  in  1891,  and  were 
in  every  case  superior  to  those  of  1890.  Owing  to  anticipations 
of  a famine  in  liussia  and  short  crops  in  other  parts  of  Europe, 
prices  fluctuated  considerably  during  the  summer  and  reached  a 
very  high  point,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  cultivators. 

Prices  for  the  new  crops,  which,  so  far,  are  shorter  .than  those 
of  last  year,  are  ruling  low,  especially  for  wheat,  but  an  active 
export  trade  has  been  done. 

The  cereal  crops  begin  to  arrive  in  Alexandria  after 
March  31. 

The  total  arrivals  up  to  March  31  of  this  year,  after  which 
the  new  crops  began  to  ^arrive,  amounted  to  722,085  quarters, 
against  433,444  quarters  in  the  previous  year.  Of  this  quantity 
263,955  quarters  were  exported  to  England  against  167,292 
quarters  in  the  previous  year,  and  161,540  quarters  to  the  con- 
tinent, against  53,853  quarters  in  1890. 

The  local  consumption  amounted  to  251,029  quarters,  and  the 
stock  on  March  31  of  this  year  amounted  to  54,740  quarters.  As 
prices,  however,  declined  before  the  arrival  of  the  new  crop  most 
of  this  stock  was  exported. 
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This  year’s  crop  is  shorter  than  that  of  1891. 

The  total  arrivals  in  Alexandria  up  to  March  31  of  this  year, 
when  the  season  closed,  amounted  to  783,355  quarters  against 
722,081  quarters  in  the  previous  year.  Of  this  quantity  51 0,034 
quarters  were  exported  to  England,  against  550,872  quarters 
in  the  previous  year,  and  261,969  quarters  to  the  continent, 
against  136,096  quarters  in  1890.  More  than  the  usual  propor- 
tion was  taken  by  France. 

This  was  partly  due  to  the  shortness  of  the  French  wheat 
crop,  and  also  to  the  fact  that,  in  view  of  tlie  import  duty  on 
beans  in  France  being  raised  by  3 fr.  on  every  100  kilos,  from 
February  1 last,  merchants  imported  larger  quantities  in  antici- 
pation. 

A most  important  improvement  has  been  effected  through  the 
exertions  of  the  Alexandria  General  Produce  Association,  Avhich 
has  obtained  the  co-operation  of  the  corn  trade  associations  of 
London  and  Hull  in  reducing  the  admixture  of  dirt  allowed  in 
wheat  and  beans  from  7J  per  cent,  to  5 per  cent.  The  same 
reform  has  been  adopted  in  France. 

This  crop  was  also  greatly  in  excess  of  the  previous  one. 
Up  to  March  31  of  this  year  the  arrivals  of  the  1891  crop 
amounted  to  70,798  quarters  against  27,494  quarters  of  the  1890 
crop.  Of  this  quantity  70,538  quarters  were  exported,  against 
23,586  quarters  in  1890. 

The  local  consumption  amounted  to  2,639  quarters  against 
2,887  quarters  in  the  previous  year. 

The  barley  crop  was  more  abundant  than  that  of  1890. 

The  total  arrivals  up  to  March  31  of  the  present  year 
amounted  to  182,264  quarters,  against  107,992  quarters  in  the 
previous  year.  Of  this  amount  155,983  quarters  were  exported, 
against  84,810  quarters  in  1890. 

The  local  consumption  amounted  to  22,664  quarters,  against 
16,802  quarters  in  the  previous  year. 

This  crop  begins  to  arrive  'in  December,  and  consequently 
the  total  amount  of  the  crop  is  not  yet  known. 

The  total  amount  of  the  previous  crop,  which  ended  Novem- 
ber 30,  1891,  w'as  463,380  quarters,  of  which  about  456,920 
quarters  were  exported,  and  about  6,460  quarters  were  used  for 
local  consumption.  This  was  an  unusually  large  crop.”  Up  to 
June  25  of  the  present  year  the  arrivals  of  the  1891-2  crop 
amounted  to  154,300  quarters,  of  which  the  greater  part  has  been 
exported.  At  the  same  date  last  year  the  arrivals  of  the  1890-1 
crop  amounted  to  335,600  quarters,  so  that  the  present  crop  is 
smaller  than  the  lav^t.  Moreover,  last  year  at  this  date  maize 
was  still  arri\ing  in  large  quantities,  whereas  at  the  present  time 
the  arrivals  are  insignilicant. 

A large  proportion  of  the  maize  crop  is  always  retained  in  the 
interior  for  local  consumption. 
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Export  of 
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The  1891  crop  was,  as  stated  in  last  year’s  report,  a large  Onions. 
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Tomatoes, 


one,  but  owing  to  the  over-eagerness  of  exporters  to  place  their 
onions  in  the  English  and  continental  markets  at  an  early  period 
many  of  the  onions  were  gathered  in  an  immature  condition,  and 
arrived  at  their  destination  in  a damaged  state. 

This  year’s  crop  has  also  been  a large  one,  and  the  shipments 
to  England  arrived  in  good  condition  and  fetched  very  fair  prices. 
The  total  number  of  packages  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom 
amounted  to  527,355,  and  the  shipments  to  the  continent 
amounted  to  120,221  packages.  In  addition  to  these,  Syria  took 
235  packages  and  Massowah  95  packages.  The  total  exports 
amounted  to  about  32,500  tons. 

The  trade  in  tomatoes  is  also  becoming  important.  There 
was  an  increase  of  about  5,000/.  in  this  export  in  1891. 


Colonial  Produce. 


Sugar. 


There  was  an  increase  of  239,605/.  in  the  export  of  sugar. 
The  1891  crop,  as  stated  in  last  year’s  report,  was  a very  large 
one.  Nearly  the  whole  out-turn  of  sugar  is  exported  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  Continent,  pure  Egyptian  sugar  being 
too  dear  for  local  consumption. 


Metals  and  Metal  Goods. 

There  was  again  a large  falling-off  in  the  export  of  metals 
and  metal  goods.  This  was  in  part  due  to  a falling-off  in  the 
export  of  old  iron,  but  chiefly  to  the  large  decrease  in  the  export 
of  gold  and  silver  ingots  and  jewellery.  This  export,  which 
amounted  in  1889  to  288,264/.  was  regarded,  as  stated  in  previous 
reports,  at  one  time,  by  many  as  an  alarming  sign  of  the  im- 
poverished condition  of  the  fellahin,  but  the  value  of  the  ingots 
and  jewellery  exported  fell  in  1890  to  177,102/.  and  in  1891  to 
27,802/. 

General  Remarks. 


Increased 
energy  and 
adaptability 
of  British 
manufacturers 
and 

merchants. 


Better  to 
appoint 
agents  than 
to  send 
commercial 
travellers. 
Enquiries 
respecting 
local  firms. 


A few  English  commercial  travellers  visited  Egypt  during 
the  past  year,  and  British  manufacturers  and  wholesale  houses 
have  shown  more  enterprise  and  a greater’  consideration  for  the 
requirements  of  their  customers  abroad.  A larger  number  of 
enquiries  have  also  been  addressed  to  this  Consulate-General  and 
the  local  banks  by  British  Arms  desirous  of  forming  business  rela- 
tions with  this  country. 

It  should,  however,  be  pointed  out  that  for  working  up  a 
trade  it  is  more  advantageous  to  ap[)oint  a local  agent,  where  it  is 
possible  to  do  so,  than  to  send  out  an  English  commercial  traveller 
who  is  unacquainted  with  the  country  and  who  is  often  ignorant 
of  any  foreign  language. 

It  should  also  be  observed  that  letters  are  frequently  received 
from  British  firms  containing  direct  enquiries  as  to  the  respect- 
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al'illty  local  incrcliaiits,  and  consular  officers  arc  exposed  to 
some  risk  in  replying  conscientiously  to  these  queries. 

It  would  be  advisable,  therefore,  tliat  in  all  cases  enquiries  of 
this  nature  should  he  so  framed  as  to  enable  consular  officers  to 
reply  without  incurring  legal  liability. 

Full  opportunity  is,  I understand,  given  to  European  firms  of  Tenders  for 
tendering  for  Government  contracts,  notices  being  inserted  in  the 
proper  English  and  Continental  journals.  But  few  of  these 
contracts  are,  howev  er,  obtained  by  British  firms,  who  do  not  sufficiently 
sufficiently  conform  to  the  specifications.  comply  with 

One  almost  invariable  condition  of  Egyptian  Government  cations, 
contracts  is  that  payment  shall  extend  over  three  years. 

Although  German  and  other  foreign  firms  are  ready  to  accept 
this  condition,  British  firms  frequently  refuse  to  entertain  it, 
although  Egyptian  credit  now  stands  very  high. 

A short  time  ago  an  English  firm  in  tendering  for  the  supply 
of  envelopes  to  a Government  department,  sent  patterns  totally 
different  from  those  specified,  although  it  was  expressly  stated 
that  no  other  shape  or  size  would  be  accepted.  The  result  was 
that  the  contract  was  given  to  a German  firm  which  sent  the 
right  patterns  and  expressed  its  readiness  to  make  any  alteration 
that  might  be  required. 

I should  state  here  that  in  remarking  in  my  last  report  that  the 
import  irade  in  certain  articles  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
foreign  manufacturers,  who  supply  goods  cheaper  than  the  British 
manufacturers,  I did  not  mean  to  imply,  as  a critic  suggested, 
that  British  manufacturers  are  to  blame.  My  duty  is  to  draw 
attention  to  the  fact,  but  it  is  for  manufacturers  and  merchants  to 
determine  whether  they  can  compete  in  such  articles  with  any 
prospect  of  success. 

Complaints  are  still  made  of  the  high  charges  in  England  for  Packing  and 
packing  and  forwarding.  forwarding. 

A very  serious  cause  of  complaint,  to  which  1 alluded  in  last  Wholesale 
year’s  report,  is  the  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  wholesale 
houses  in  England  to  send  inferior  or  unsuitable  goods  to  the  goods^toTeUil 
retail  dealers  here,  who  frequently  suffer  considerable  loss  from  merchants 
this  cause.  here. 

A local  tradesman  said  to  me  on  one  occasion,  “ We  ask  for  a 
superior  article  and  they  send  us  their  refuse  stock.” 

It  is  obvious  how  great  a mistake  this  is  in  the  long  run,  since 
customers  who  go  to  shops  where  British  goods  are  sold  for 
articles  of  good  and  sound  quality,  will  resort  elsewhere  when 
they  are  disappointed  in  getting  what  they  looked  for. 

As  a general  rule,  I believe  it  may  be  laid  down  that  it  British 
is  in  good  articles  at  moderate  prices  that  British  manufacturers  manufacturers 
can  most  successfully  compete  in  the  Egyptian  markets,  which 
are  flooded  with  the  “ cheap  and  nasty  ” class  of  goods  from  other  compete  in 
countries.  good  articles 

A short  time  ago  I saw  a number  of  straw  hats  in  a shop  at  moderate 
here  which  were  quite  unsaleable,  owing  to  their  shape  and  to  the  inSance  of 
patterns  of  the  hat-bands.  The  owner  of  the  shop  told  me  that  inferior  goods 

being 
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supplied  when  in  ordering  these  hats  he  had  stated  that  his  customers  were  of  a 
superior  (dass,  chiefly  English,  and  that  he  required  a really  good 
articlcc  He  was  enabled  to  dispose  of  a few  of  these  hats  to  a 
foreign  merchant  at  a heavy  loss,  but  the  greater  number  remains 
on  his  hands. 

The  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures  has  now  been 
introduced  into  the  Egyptian  custom-house.  This  is  a decided 
improvement,  although  it  will  at  first  cause  some  inconvenience 
and  expense  to  exporters,  as  cotton  and  cereals  are  bought  in  the 
villages  by  the  cantar  and  ardeb',  and  will  have  to  be  re- weighed. 
As  fiir  as  I have  been  able  to  learn,  the  new  system  does  not  in 
'any  way  inconvenience  importers. 


superior 
articles  were 
asked  for. 
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system. 


Annex  A. — Table  showing  the  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Egypt  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country, 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1891. 

1890, 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

^--Kri’eat  Britain  . . 

3,513,303 

3,077,732 

9,163,784 

7,884.225 

Turkey  . . 

1,487,321 

1,897,551 

'398,779 

342,533 

France  and  Algeria 

938,250 

824,258 

1,132,067 

967,261 

, T^-ustria  . . 

English  possessions  in 

' 879,879 

794,581 

641,841 

850,677 

far  East 

546,817 

568,725 

19,349 

5,333 

— Russia  . . 

362,993 

331,775 

1,665,666 

1.042,846 

— Italy 

Belgium 

English  Mediterranean 

287,278 

237,818 

741,683 

783,874 

262,599 

115,594 

80,489 

47,493 

possessions  . . 

162,640 

111,747 

17,103 

12,499 

— Germany 

154,412 

65,735 

51,804 

2,642 

China  and  far  East 

89,810 

34,140 

1,204 

219 

Morocco.. 

37,810 

24,872 

12,677 

2,311 

Greece  , . 

30,914 

212,363  . 

23,287 

25,336 

United  States  . . 

21,975 

42,846 

83,327 

24,658 

Egyptian  Red  Sea  coasts 

15,512 

328,846 

6,012 

35,790 

34,375 

Other  countries. . 

248,615 

156,754 

146,707 

Total  " . . 

9,120,359 

8,594,364 

14,226,604 

12,172,989 
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Annex  B. — Keturn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into 
Egypt  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


1890. 

1891. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

■Value. 

Quantity. 

"Value. 

£ 

£ 

Cotton  fabrics  ... 

Lbs. 

Yards 

35,262,502-) 
3,332,831 ) 

1,775,477 

29,178,639  1 
2,067,409  / 

1,512,728 

Iron  and  steel  

Coals  

Timber  and  wood  for 

Tons 

31,866 

469,828 

486,588 

485,724 

13,092 

487,644 

275,049 

503,782 

cabinet  work 

' 443,342 

363,830 

Hosiery  and  clothing  ... 

368,018 

347,766 

Miscellaneous  textiles  ... 

352,539 

260,076 

Coffee  

Metals  and  metal  goods, 

Lbs. 

7,638,083 

302,372 

6,408,366 

249,664 

&c 

235,461 

120,827 

Cotton  yarn  

Lbs. 

5,618,634 

217,311 

4,261,138 

174,006 

Fresh  and  dried  fruits  ... 

207,321 

184,111 

Woollen  fabrics 

Yards 

2,182,372 

205,346 

1,221,176 

126,458 

Raw  silk  and  silk  thread 

Lbs. 

522,150 

199,931 

366,827 

137,039 

Live  animals  

186,093  ■ 

93,367 

Indigo  

Animal  food,  butter, 

Lbs. 

1,224,005 

. 178,018 

1,372,068 

196,163 

cheese,  &c 

167,926 

159,140 

Sacks  

Lbs. 

17,7ib,070 

167,739 

10,350,662 

108,259 

Wines  

155,353 

139,143 

Machinery  

Haberdashery  

Petroleum  

Cases 

760,396 

153,773 

152,403 

147,845 

6i5,616 

192,219 

111,779 

134,286 

Porcelain,  earthenware. 

china,  and  glass 

Oils  and  spirits 

Leaf  tobacco  

Rice  

Lbs.'”  ... 

10,585,522 

140,225 

138,889 

138,194 

134,333 

10,946,830 

104,014 

164,626 

767,378 

172,163 

Perfumery  and  che- 

micals   

120,505 

102,757 

Carpets,  &c 

Charcoal  and  firewood  ... 
Silk  fabrics  and  ribbons 

... 

115,387 

114,823 

114,208 

96,550 

156,296 

75,166 

Miscellaneous  cereals 

and  vegetables 
Cigarette  and  writing 

... 

107,494 

1 

122,346 

paper  

98,507 

88,675 

Flour  and  meal 

Lbs. 

17,687,530 

98,195 

20,644,288 

105,492 

Common  soap  

Olive  oil 

Boots  and  shoes 

Miscellaneous  animal 

,, 

9,542,652 

94,511 

87,074 

84,575 

8,788,342 

84,181 

74,253 

95,186 

609,103 

674,593 

products  

70,024 

65,913 

Wood  and  cane  furniture 

68,413 

61,300 

Beer  | 

Barrels  ... 
Bottles,  doz. 

'62,796  ■) 
62,977  i 

59,315| 

'59,173-) 

59,234  i 

55,749 

Hides  

58,747 

44,730 

Colours  and  dyes 

57,124 

... 

49,853 

Refined  sugar  

Lbs. 

6,8i6,586 

57,803 

9,772,560 

86,777 

Spices  ...  

53,937 

44,922 

Marble,  stone,  <fec. 

Wheat  

Hats,  caps,  &c 

Preserved  vegetable 

46,505 

42,929 

40,616 

54,294 

165,443 

34,264 

foods  

36,775 

32,513 

Leather  goods  

24,004 

21,749 

Printed  paper,  &c. 

20,468 

22.918 

Alcohol  ... 

20,327 

17,422 

Cigars  

Lbs.”  ... 

128,059 

12,613 

130,957 

12,808 

Tumbeki  

,, 

530,345 

12,351 

568,876 

15,131 

Other  articles  

262,818 

209,803 

Total  

9,120,359 

8,594,364 

■ (1391) 


c 


Annex  C. — Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Egypt  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Cotton  

Lbs.  ... 

417,796,932 

9,213,543 

326,165,854 

8,479,032 

„ seed  

Tons  .. 

23,6  iO 

1,583,605 

21,433 

1,414,761 

Beans  

Qrs.  ... 

791,030 

931,161 

704,331 

748,913  • 

Sugar 

Lbs.  ... 

..J 

101,837,076 

587,001 

58,631,626 

347,396 

Wheat  

Qrs.  .. 

414,606 

526,100 

185,192 

229,504 

Maize 

,,  ... 

488,631 

445,004 

27,212 

24,043 

Rice 

,,  ... 

39,208 

128,799 

25,219 

72,463 

Barley  

126,899 

36,987 

Onions  

Tons  ... 

26,055 

89.674 

28,921 

74,655 

Lentils  

Qrs.  ... 

78,303 

82,107 

17,756 

20,118 

Hides,  raw 

47,716 

49,306 

Metals  and  metal  goods 

45,950 

213,685 

Hides,  tanned 

40,291 

48,370 

Wool,  raw  

Lbs.  ... 

1,765,078 

36,632 

2,539,964 

53,827 

Animals,  quails,  &c. 

30,357 

26,871 

Cotton  fabrics 

28,121 

45,480 

Vegetables 

26,380 

15,976 

Rags 

24,838 

39,302 

Miscellaneous  textiles 

23,759 

27,011 

Flour 

Lbs.  ... 

... 

5,935,370 

23,017 

1,412,870 

5,425 

Tomatoes  

20,801 

• •• 

15,761 

Wood  and  cane  furniture... 

18,257 

16,945 

Molasses  

17  726 

15,082 

Henna  

Lbs. 

2,696,176 

16,352 

2,704,702 

15.581 

Chemical  products ... 

11,843 

13,586 

Beeswax  

10,146 

12,515 

Dates 

4,109 

17,030 

Other  articles 

85,416 

93,364 

Total 

14,225,604 

12,172,989 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Alexandria  in  the  Year 

1891. 

Entered. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

647 

858,437 

647 

858,437 

French  

130 

276,227 

130 

276,227 

Ottoman  

148 

133,979 

784 

97i039 

932 

231,018 

A ustro-Hungarian 

104 

153,299 

2 

1,269 

106 

154,568 

Russian  

72 

107,970 

72 

107,970 

Italian  

88 

83,184 

12 

6[068 

100 

89,252 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   

32 

38,188 

1 

491 

33 

38,679 

Greek  

11 

7,499 

83 

16,780 

94 

24,279 

German  

7 

9,578 

7 

9,578 

Spanish  

6 

7,347 

6 

7,347 

Danish  

5 

4,939 

... 

5 

4,939 

Samiote  

16 

2,164 

16 

2,164 

Belgian  

"l 

i’,’375 

1 

1,375 

Dutch  

1 

954 

1 

954 

Montenegrin 

”'4 

”'563 

4 

563 

Jerusalem  flag 

9 

367 

9 

367 

Total  

1,252 

1,682,976 

911 

124,741 

2,163 

1,807,717 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

877 

108,399 

1,142 

1,523,821 

2,019 

1,632,220 

Cleared. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons, 

^jr^ritish  

633 

839,840 

633 

839,840 

^^^rench  

128 

262,460 

128 

262,460 

Ottoman  

146 

130,154 

801 

98[797 

947 

228,951 

^--Austro-Hungarian 

101 

148,263 

5 

3,250 

106 

151,513 

^x^^ussian  

70 

102,850 

70 

102,850 

-'Italian  

84 

80,693 

”13 

’7,’091 

97 

87,784 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   

30 

39,492 

1 

491 

31 

39,983 

Greek  

11 

8,050 

90 

17,826 

101 

25,876 

AJerman  

7 

9,578 

7 

9,578 

Spanish  

6 

7,347 

6 

7,347 

Danish  

5 

4,939 

... 

5 

4,939 

Belgian  

1 

1,375 

1 

1,375 

Samiote  

'1*3 

*1,'366 

13 

1,366 

Dutch  

”1 

’”954 

1 

954 

Montenegrin 

"4 

”*581 

4 

581 

Jerusalem  flag 

... 

8 

319 

8 

319 

-^'■““'Total  

1,223 

1,635,995 

935 

129,721 

2,158 

1,765,716 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

883 

108,518 

1,137 

1,503,280 

2,020 

1,611,798 
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Consul-General  Schoeller  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Vienna,  July  15,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship,  enclosed 
herewith,  my  Keport  oh  the  Foreign  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
Austria-Hungary  for  the  year  1891. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PAUL  SCHOELLER. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Austria-Hungary  for  1891. 
Abstract  of  Contents. 
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The  year  on  record  is  remarkable  for  tho  reason  that  it  closes  introduction, 
a long  period  during  which  a rigidly  carried-through  system  of 
protection  governed,  which  only  benefited  the  minority,  and  was 
found  at  last  to  he  unbearable  by  almost  all  classes  and  parties  of 
the  two  countries. 

Long  and  tedious  negotiations  had  to  be  carried  on  until  at  Conclusion  of 
last  fresh  treaties  of  commerce  were  concluded  between  this  fresli  treaties 
monarchy  on  the  one  hand,  and  Germany,  Italy,  Belgium,  and  commerce. 
Switzerland  on  the  other,  which  came  into  force  on  February  1 of 
the  current  year  for  a period  of  12  years. 
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Import  duties.  Great  Britain,  whose  eommercial  intercourse  with 

Austria-Hungary  is  regulated  by  the  most  favoured  nation 
clause,  the  treaty  with  the  first-named  country,  viz.,  with 
Germany,  this  latter  being  likewise  a customs  treaty,  is  naturally 
of  importance,  as  all  the  benefits  accorded  to  German  imports  are 
likewise  granted  to  those  coming  from  Great  Britain  and  British 
possessions. 

The  short  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  coming  into 
force  of  the  said  treaties  does  not,  of  course,  allow  of  any  state- 
ments of  the  results  achieved  being  made,  and  considering  that 
• only  slight  reductions  in  the  rates  have  taken  place,  no  sanguine 
expectations  should  be  entertained  as  to  any  unusual  improvement 
having  taken  place  with  reference  to  the  commercial  relations 
between  Austria-Hungary  and  Great  Britain. 

Nevertheless,  the  importance  of  the  said  settlement  cannot 
be  denied,  as  a certain  stability  has  been  created,  427  items  of 
the  tariff  having  been  “ bound, ^.e.,  been  fixed  for  the  said 
period  of  12  years.  This  gives  to  foreign  manufacturers  exporting 
into  Austria  and  merchants  here  importing  foreign  goods  a certain 
stability  in  their  transactions,  preventing  any  sudden  increase  of 
duty,  through  which  a difficulty  might  at  once  be  raised  for  the 
import,  and  which  in  some  cases  formerly  almost  amounted  to  a 
prohibition. 

Period  of  ^f'he  uncertainty  which  prevailed  tlirough  nearly  the  whole  of 

negotiations,  the  year  1891  amongst  commercial  circles  with  respect  to  the 
negotiations  for  the  said  treaties  and  the  changes  to  be  caused 
thereby,  naturally  affected  to  some  extent  the  commercial 
transactions  ; merchants  here,  of  course,  only  importing  such 
quantities  of  goods  as  they  actually  and  immediately 
required,  speculative  purchases  being  quite  out  of  question  until 
it  was  known  what  the  changes  of  the  treaties  would  bring  with 
them. 

Imports.  Nevertheless,  the  imports  in  1891  in  general  exhibit  an 

increase,  the  natural  consequence  of  the  increase  of  population  and 
Pig-iron.  the  long  maintenance  of  peace,  and  only  show  a marked 

falling-off  in  pig-iron,  the  duty  of  which  has  since  been  diminished 
from  80  kr.  in  gold  (Is.  7^f.)  to  65  kr.  (Is.  ?>\d.)  per  100  kilos. 
(2  cwts.). 

Also  the  values  of  the  imports  show  an  increase,  attributable  to 
imports  of  higher  classed  raw  materials  and  fabrics,  and  also  to 
the  increase  of  the  price  of  imported  field  products. 

The  quantities  of  the  imports  of  the  more  important  classes 
of  goods  were  as  foilows 
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Annex  A. — Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Austria* 
Hungary  during  the  Year  1891. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1890. 

1891. 

Difference. 

I.  Provisions — 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Figs,  dried 

344,962 

313,026 

— 

31,936 

Poultry  , . 

47,412 

29,676 

— 

17,736 

Corn 

Including — 

3,653,072 

2,178,540 

— 

1,474,532 

Barley 

• • • * 

260,384 

118,896 

— 

141,488 

Oats  . . 

• • 

731,230 

505,324 

— 

225,906 

Maize . . 

• « t • 

1,935,324 

1,015,744 

— 

919,580 

Eye  . . 

336,960 

44,530 

— 

292,430 

Wheat 

84,822 

190,374 

+ 

105,552 

Spices  . . 

55,276 

53,812 

711,678 

- 

1,464 

8,578 

Coffee  ..  •. 

703,100 

-f- 

Cheese  . . 

33,740 

37,886 

+ 

4,146 

Almonds 

32,240 

39,462 

+ 

7,222 

Eice 

1,364,044 

1,546,838 

+ 

182,794 

Tea  ..  6. 

• • « • 

11,454 

12,736 

+ 

1,182 

Wine 

• • • • 

80,186 

102,798 

+ 

22,612 

G-rapes  . . 

• • • • 

144,096 

155,178 

+ 

11,082 

Sheep  . . 

(head) 

59,608 

143,434 

-1- 

83,826 

Oxen  and  bulls.  • (head) 

II.  Materials  for  manufacturing 
purposes — 

57,669 

54,140 

3,529 

Cotton  . . 

2,111,098 

2,227,016 

+ 

115,918 

Flax  and  hemp. . 

629,386 

706,544 

+ 

77,158 

Jute 

617,210 

551,636 

— 

65,574 

Wool 

518,338 

534,614 

+ 

16,276 

Silk 

31,696 

33,728 

+ 

2,032 

Hides  and  skins 

• • • • 

336,860 

490,698 

+ 

153,838 

Indiarubber 

9,200 

10,386 

+ 

1,186 

Lead 

66,012 

87,024 

-1- 

2]  ,012 

Zinc 

203,266 

224,890 

+ 

21,624 

Tin 

38,692 

47,184 

4- 

8,492 

Pig-iron . . 

1,335,864 

282,722 

824,056 

— 

511,808 

Old  „ . . 

299,582 

+ 

16,860 

Copper  . . 
Thick-shelled  nuts 

for  the 

177,562 

186,098 

+ 

8,536 

manufacture  of  buttons 

89,798 

120,928 

+ 

31,130 

Shells  _ . . 

Including — 

.. 

78,182 

53,424 

— 

24,758 

Mother-o’-pearl 

• • • • 

53,832 

42,730 

— 

11,102 

Cocoanuts 

• * • • 

13,082 

14,280 

4- 

1,198 

Succory,  dried  . . 

• • • « 

121,526 

142,774 

4- 

11,248 

427,400 

Coke 

t • • • 

4,536,466 

4,963,866 

4- 

Coal 

67,785,674  . 

73,403,916 

1,372,428 

4- 

5,618,242 

Iron  ore. . 

• • • . 

974,736 

4- 

397,692 

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials 

731,514 

164,284 

920,538 

4- 

189,024 

Palm  oil,  &c.  . . 

• • • • 

203,956 

4- 

39,672 

Gums  and  resins 

• • • • 

601,510 

664,498 

4-^ 

62,988 

Eags 

62,446 

77,300 

4- 

13,854 

Linseed  oil 

• • • • 

162,004 

233,148 

2,790,506 

4- 

71,144 

Mineral  „ 

• • • • 

2,582,116 

4- 

208,390 

Oilseed  . . . , 

274,782 

311,856 

4- 

37,074 

Salt  for  industrial  purposes  . . 

355,786 

536,010 

4- 

180,224 

Sulphuric  acid  . . 

. . . . 

80,504 

53,788 

— 

26,716 

Cane 

23,178 

18,870 

— 

4,308 

Timber  . . . * 

(1379) 
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3,138,444 

1,799,546 

1,338,898 

4,- 


AUSTRIA-IIUNaARY. 


Ketuhn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Austria-Hungary 
during  the  Year  1891 — continued. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1890. 

1891. 

Difference. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

II.  Manufactures — 

Thrashing  machines  . . . . 

28,G14 

38,448 

+ 

9,834 

Gilassware  . . . . , . 

68,174 

82,938 

-f 

14,764 

Wooden  goods  . . 

265,304 

361.794 

+ 

96,490 

Instruments  . . 

6,598 

8,006 

+ 

1,408 

Leather  . . . . . . 

89,140 

104,120 

+ 

14,980 

Sundry  machines 

600,310 

576,706 

— 

23,604 

Paper 

37,828 

47,904 

+ 

10,076 

Earthenware 

1,214,898 

1,950,778 

+ 

335,880 

Woollen  yarns  . . . . 

111,058 

122,826 

+ 

11,768 

» goods  

38,168 

43,448 

+ 

5,280 

The  value  of  the  total  imports  amounted  to  51,000,000/., 
which,  as  against  1890,  with  51,000,000/.,  shows  an  increase  of 
3,000,000/.,  or  6 per  cent. 

Exports.  The  exports  likewise  experienced  an  increase  on  the  whole. 

Cereals.  although  those  of  cereals — in  spite  of  a good  harvest — fell  even 
beyond  those  of  the  preceding  year.  The  figures  taken  generally 
for  the  item  cereals  ” show  up,  however,  favourably  for  the 
Austrian  trade,  as  the  above-mentioned  import  of  corn  also  shows 
a falling-off  of  about  1,500,000  cwts.,  or  40  per  cent.,  whilst  the 
falling-off  of  the  export  only  amounted  to  190,000  cwts.,  or 
about  1 per  cent. 

Sugar.  Sugar — an  important  Austrian  export  product — shows  a 

falling-off  in  the  refined  article,  but  this  is  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  the  important  increase  of  the  export  of  the  article  in 
a crude  state.  The  money  received  by  Austrian  sugar  manu- 
facturers in  the  year  1891  for  exported  sugar  amounted  to  more 
than  7,000,000/.—  a very  important  item,  and  the  more  so  when 
it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  Austria  is  now  changing  her 
silver  (paper)  currency  into  gold  currency,  and  is,  therefore, 
dependant  on  gold  remittances.  In  this  way  nearly  100,000,000/. 
have  been  received  from  abroad  for  sugar  during  the  last  25 
years. 

Mill  produce  The  exports  of  mill  produce  fell  off  considerably,  but  those  of 
and  wine.  potatoes  sliow  a large  Increase.  Also  those  of  wine  show  a con- 

lotatoes.  sidcrable  reduction,  owing  to  the  bad  vintage,  which  was  accom- 

panied by  a smart  increase  of  the  price. 

Mineral  coal.  The  exports  of  mineral  coal  show  their  usual  increase,  but 
Pig-iron.  those  of  iron'  ore  and  of  pig-iron  show  a rather  important  decrease. 
Manufactured  Fabrics,  textiles,  and  most  other  manufactured  goods  show  an 
goods.  increase — an  exception  were  iron  goods  and  machines,  also  hard- 

ware, the  latter  probably  being  less  exported  to  America  on 
account  of  the  impediments  caused  by  the  McKinley  Hill. 

The  figures  of  the  quantities  of  the  exports  of  the  more 
important  classes  of  goods  are  as  follows  : — 


Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Austria- 1 Jiingary  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

([Quantity. 

1890. 

1891. 

Difference. 

Cwts. 

Cw(s. 

Cwts. 

. Provisions — 

Corn 

15,469,008 

15,280,384 

- 188,624 

Including — 

Barley 

7,625,492 

6,646,312 

- 979.180 

Malt 

• • 

2,558,122 

3,777,738 

- 180,384 

Oats 

• • 

• • 

194,030 

707,354 

+ 513,324 

Maize  • • 

• • 

267,942 

1,658,284 

+ 1,390,342 

Wheat 

4,737,782 

3,096,184 

-1,641,608 

Eye. . . , 

65,992 

745,470 

+ 679,478 

Dried  vegetables 

. . 

1,295,686 

2,358,234 

+ 1,062,548 

Fruit 

0 . 

1,428,810 

2,462,446 

-f  1,033,636 

Vegetables 

896,810 

2,504,706 

-(- 1,607,896 

Mill  produce 

2,740,928 

2,013,038 

- 727,890 

Beer 

1,055,374 

1,104,746 

-f  49,372 

Wine 

1,375,102 

782,528 

- 592,574 

Spirit  . . . . 

668,314 

744,780 

-f  76,466 

Mineral  waters  . , 

421,620 

362,504 

- 59,116 

Butter  . . 

84,510 

89,652 

-f-  7,142 

Eggs  . . 

1,219,916 

1,119,218 

- 100,698 

Fish 

59,682 

69,934 

-f  10,252 

Meat 

210,528 

224,260 

+ 13,732 

Poultry  . . 

, , 

151,644 

130,408 

- 21,236 

Game  . . . . 

43,602 

32,982 

- 10,620 

Potatoes.. 

400,244 

1,664,014 

-f- 1,262,770 

Salt 

128,306 

97,210 

- 31,096 

Sugar,  refined  . . 

, , 

5,343,066 

4,616,618 

- 726,648 

„ crude  . . 

2,669,462 

5,445,274 

4-2,775,812 

Pigs 

(head) 

165,985 

143,799 

- 22,186 

Horned  cattle  , . 

(head) 

117,601 

98,141 

- 19,460 

II.  Articles  for  manufacturing 

purposes — 

Coal  . . . . 

148,063,064 

153,993,040 

-f-  5,929,976 

Timber  . . • • 

44,835,890 

43,892,980 

- 942,910 

Ozokerite 

. ♦ 

, , 

178,378 

198,120 

+ 19,742 

Margarine 

, , 

, , 

86,686 

164,708 

-(-  78,022 

Chemical  materials 

, , 

• . 

508,392 

542,818 

-f  34,426 

Manure  , . 

480,624 

527,990 

-f  47,366 

Iron  ore. . , . 

3,183,726 

1,761,188 

- 1,422,538 

Pig-iron . . . , 

, , 

399,768 

180,388 

- 219,380 

Charcoal 

608,660 

405,766 

- 203,894 

Hops  . . 

53,416 

65,672 

-+-  12,356 

Oil-seed  . . . . 

1,264,160 

234,052 

-1,030,108 

Pulp 

598,534 

513,830 

- 84,704 

Tobacco  . . . . 

37,912 

26,370 

- 11,542 

Wool  . . , , 

185,572 

140,376 

- 55,196 

III.  Manufactures — 

Cotton  yarns  , . 

• • 

27,958 

31,278 

+ 3,320 

Linen  ,,  , , 

• • 

153,404 

163,358 

+ 9,954 

Woollen  ,,  , , 

16,882 

16,094 

788 

Silk 

26,532 

27,490 

-f  958 

Cotton  goods  • • 

, , 

59,744 

50,708 

9,036 

Linen  ,,  ,, 

, , 

45,508 

45,564 

+ 56 

Eope-makers’  goods 

, , 

27,048 

35,858 

+ 8,810 

WooUen  „ 

, , 

102,368 

75,788 

- 26,580 

Silk 

, , 

10,166 

11,874 

4 1,708 

Garments  and  linen 

.. 

26,942 

38,032 

-1-  11,090 
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Trade 

balance. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Austria-Hungary 
during  the  Years  1890-91— continued. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1890. 

1891. 

Difference. 

III.  Manufactures — continued — 
India-rubber  goods  . • 

Cwts. 

4,138 

Cwts. 

8,916 

-f- 

Cwts. 

4,778 

Leather  ,, 

• • • « 

46,374 

58,124 

855,750 

+ 

11,750 

Glassware 

• • C t 

781,106 

+ 

74,644 

China  . . . • 

• • • « 

172,800 

173,956 

+ 

1,156 

68,076 

Iron  goods 

777,180 

709,104 

— 

Machines 

186,068 

66,330 

180,506 

— 

5,562 

Metal  goods  . . 

62,904 

699,714 

— 

3,426 

Wooden  „ .. 

692,226 

+ 

7,488 

Bone  5, 

5,336 

3,782 

— 

1,554 

Instruments 

f « • • 

8,794 

13,000 

+ 

4,206 

Hardware  . . 

• • • < 

80,810 

54,236 

— 

26,574 

Paper  . . 

• • • • 

822,274 

865,344 

-f 

43,070 

„ goods  . . 

56,138 

179,100 

62,118 

167,540 

-I- 

5,980 

Matches . . . . 

— 

11,560 

The  value  of  the  total  exports  amounted  to  67,000,000/., 
which  is  an  increase  of  3,000,000/.,  or  about  3 per  cent.,  as 
against  the  value  of  the  exports  of  1890. 

With  reference  to  the  so-called  trade  balance  the  above 
figures  show  that  there  was  a surplus  of  13,000,000/.  of  exports. 
This  is,  against  1890,  a decrease  of  5 per  cent.,  but  it  must  be 
taken  into  consideration  that  the  imports  of  1891,  with 
54,000,000/.,  nearly  reach  the  highest  amount  hitherto  on  record, 
viz.,  that  of  1882,  with  54,500,000/.,  whilst  the  exports  of  1891, 
Avith  nearly  67,000,000/.,  surpass  all  the  preceding  years. 

The  figures  of  the  imports  and  of  the  exports  for  the  last 
decennium  were  as  follows  : — 


Value. 


Years. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Aggregate. 

Surplus  of 
Exports. 

1882  .. 

1883  . . 

1884  .. 

1885  .. 

1886  .. 

1887  .. 

1888  .. 

1889  .. 

1890  .. 

1891  . . 

£ 

54.500.000 

52.075.000 

51.050.000 

46.500.000 
45,000,000 

46.800.000 

44.450.000 

49.100.000 

50.890.000 

54.050.000 

£ 

65.159.000 

62.500.000 

57.625.000 

66.250.000 

58.225.000 

56.850.000 

60.700.000 

63.850.000 

64.280.000 

67.050.000 

£ 

119.659.000 

114.575.000 

108.675.000 

102.750.000 

103.225.000 

103.650.000 

105.150.000 

112.950.000 

115.170.000 

121.100.000 

£ 

10.659.000 

10.425.000 

6.575.000 

9.750.000 

13.225.000 

10.050.000 

16.250.000 

14.750.000 

13.390.000 
13,000,000 

Total 

494,415,000 

612,489,000 

1,106,904,000 

118,074,000 

VIENNA. 
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. It  is  thus  shown  that  during  the  last  dccennium  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  Monarchy  obtained  a clear  revenue  of  118,000,000/. 
of  the  trade  balance. 

The  principal  articles  imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from 
Great  Britain  and  her  Dependencies  in  1891  were  as  follows: — 
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Table  showing  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  Austria- 
Hungary  from  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependencies  in  1891. 


Class. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

I. 

Cocoanuts 

2,376 

Coffee  . • 

, , 

177,562 

Tea  . . . . . . 

714 

„ direct  from  China 

10,506 

11. 

Spices  . . . . . . ♦ . 

11,220 

35,302 

VI. 

Rice  . . 

1,086,264 

VII. 

Vegetables,  fruit,  and  plants  .. 

47,868 

X. 

Hides  and  skins 

69,576 

XI. 

Grease  . . 

, , 

126,624 

XII. 

Oil  

93,886 

XIII. 

Beverages  .« 

• • 

9,368 

Including — 

Rum  . . 

7,438 

XIV. 

Eatables. . . . . . . . 

80,890 

Ineluding — 

Herrings  and  other  pre- 
served fish  , . 

79,240 

XV. 

Timber  and  coal 

908,044 

XVI. 

Turners’  materials 

33,192 

77,494 

XVII. 

Minerals 

XIX. 

Tanning  and  dyeing  materials 

121,324 

64,670 

XX. 

Gums  and  resin 

XXI. 

Mineral  oil 

8,984 

XXII. 

Cotton  and  cotton  refuse 

. . 

947,542 

Cotton  yarns  . , . . . . 

162,360 

Cotton  goods  . . 

5,236 

XXIII. 

Jute  ..  ..  ..  *. 

. , 

438,134 

Flax  and  linen  yarns  . . 

. . 

10,956 

Linen  goods  . . . . 

. . 

248 

Jute  sacks  and  sacking  , , 

2,302 

Ropes,  &c.  . . . . . . 

126 

XXIV. 

Wool  and  shoddy 

93,536 

Woollen  yarns  . . . . . . 

48,722 

M goods  

. . 

13,236 

XXV. 

Silk  and  silk  goods 

714 

XXVI. 

Hats  and  garments 

17,860 

XXX. 

Indiarubber  and  indiarubber 
goods  . . 

5,686 

XXXI. 

Oil-cloth  . . > . 

. . 

4,174 

XXXII. 

Leather  . . . . 

. . 

48,346 

„ goods  

. . 

1,926 

XXXIV. 

Wood  and  bone  goods. . 

6,694 

XXXVI. 

Slate 

110,200 

XXXVII. 

Earthenware 

21,550 

XXXVIII. 

Pig-iron,  &c.  . . • . 

569,362 

Old  iron. . 

6,512 

Iron  and  steel  in  bars  . . 

15,106 

Iron  plates  . . 

. . 

9,606 

Wire  . . 

4,734 

Cast-iron 

1,316 

9,570 

Iron  goods 

Sickles  . . • • . . . . 

. . 

318 

Hails  . . . . • • • • 

172 

Boilers,  &c.  . • 

1,470 

Tools  and  arms. . 

6,314 

Steel  pens  . . 

. . 

1,240 

Needles,  &c. 

. . 

296 

XXXIX. 

Metals  and  metal  goods 

• • 

45,280 

VIENNA. 
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Tahle  showing  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  Austria- 
Hungary  from  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependencies  in  1891 
— continued. 


Class. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

XL. 

Machines  . . . • 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

210,122 

XLI. 

Cycles  . . 

806 

XLIII. 

Watches. . . . (pieces) 

1,021 

Umbrellas  ..  (pieces) 

2,704 

XLYI. 

Chemical  substances  . . 

1 

67,970 
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Table  showing  Principal  Articles  Exported  from  Austria 
Hungiry  to  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependencies  in  1891. 


Class. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

IV. 

Sugar — 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

First  class 

64,060 

Second  ,,  . ' . . ' 

169,770 

Third  „ ' 

1,494,124 

V. 

Tobacco . . 

8,288 

VI. 

Corn  • •. . 

Including — 

1,392,722 

Barley  . . . . 

475,608 

. . 

Flour 

675,196 

Wheat  . . , . 

139,908 

• Dried  vegetables  . . 

100,342 

, , 

VII. 

Vegetables  and  plants  . . 

• « 

12,708 

VIIL 

Horses  « . . . . . (head) 

• • 

464 

Horned  cattle  . . . . „ 

292 

IX. 

Game  and  poultry 

6,734 

X. 

Eggs 

164,888 

Hides  and  skirls 

1,694 

XI. 

Butter  . . . . . . e - 

3,732 

Ozokerite  . . 

7,993 

Margarine  . . . . 

816 

XII. 

Spirits  . . 

1,106 

4,506 

Wine 

Mineral  waters . . 

21,448 

Vinegar . . 

244 

Beer 

36 

XV. 

Timber  . . 

5,300 

15,382 

Staves  . . 

Wooden  goods  . . 

6,352 

XVI. 

Canes 

1,452 

Meershaum 

25 

Horns  . . 

112 

XVII. 

Ores  and  minerals 

140,588 

XIX. 

Tanning  materials  . . 

75,740 

XX. 

Gums  and  resins 

6,432 

XXII. 

Cotton  and  cotton  goods 

2,346 

XXIII. 

Hemp  . . 

2,012 

Flax  ..  ••  ..  .. 

8,593 

812 

Linen  yarus 

tl  Ute  • • . . . . 

1,458 

Linen  goods 

1,420 

String  and  ropes 

9,300 

XXIV. 

Wool  and  shoddy 

5,436 

Woollen  goods  . . 

5,058 

2,608 

XXV. 

Silk  j,  ..  .» 

XXVI. 

Garments  and  linen  - . 

1,278 

XXVII. 

Brushes . . 

1,564 

XXIX. 

Pulp,  paper,  and  stationery  . . 

195,172 

XXX. 

Indiavubber  goods 

728 

XXXII. 

Shoes 

3,240 

Crloves  . . 

5,054 

Leather  goods  . . 

804 

Leather . . 

460 

XXXIV. 

Furniture  and  wooden  goods. . 

24,090 

XXXV. 

Glass  and  glassware 

74,310 

XXXVII. 

Earthenware  and  china 

11,876 

XXXVIII. 

Iron  and  iron  goods 

5,096 

XXXIX. 

Metal  goods 

11,368 

XLIII. 

Scientific  instruments  . . 

210 

Musical  „ 

1,532 

54G 

Hardware 

VIENNA 
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Table  showing  Principal  Articles  Exported  from  Aiistria- 
Ilungaiy  to  Great  Britain  and  her.  Dependencies  in  1891 — 
eontinued. 


Class. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

Moth er-o’ -pearl  buttons 

Cwts. 

* f 

Cwts. 

3,370 

Fancy  goods 

7,338 

XLV. 

Chemical  substances  . . 

2,280 

XLVI. 

Starch  . « 

11,536 

Medicines  . . . . 

722 

Perfumery 

632 

Chemical  products 

3,014 

4,726 

XLVII. 

Soap 

XLVIII. 

Matches..  .. 

13,644  • 

XLTX. 

Books  . . 

436 

Music  . . 

24 

Pictures,  prints,  and  engray- 
ings 

882 

L. 

Manure  . . 

1,600 

Bran  . . , „ c. 

4,000 

The  imports  and  exports  of  precious  metals  and  coins  were,  in  Precioui 
1891,  as  follows,  comparing  the  same  with  those  in  1890  metals. 


Imports. 


Quantity. 

1890. 

1891. 

. Difference. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Grold  in  bars  , , 

• • • . 

1,183 

3,204 

-1-  2,021 

Gold  coins 

• • • • 

63,049 

63,088 

- 9,961 

Silver  in  bars  . . 

• « • • 

60,511 

107,777 

-1-  47,266 

Silver  coins 

.. 

11,470 

10,903 

567 

Exports. 


Quantity. 


1890. 

1891. 

Difference. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Gold  in  bars 

i . 

. , ' 

1,503 

12,047 

-f 

1,503 

Gold  coins  . . 

5,870 

-t- 

6,177 

Silver  in  bars  . . 

290 

2,171 

+ 

1,881 

Silver  coins  • * 

•• 

•• 

2,119 

68,866 

+ 

66,747 

The  value  of  the  traffic  in  precious  metals  was  as  follows,  com-  yaiue. 
paling  the  same  with  1890: — 
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Value. 

1890. 

1891. 

Difference. 

Imports  . . . . . . . . 

Exports . . 

£ 

3,625,000 

359,168 

£ 

3,291,666 

966,666 

£ 

- 333,334 
+ 606,498 

Surplus  of  Imports 

3,265,832 

2,325,000 

- 940,832 

It  is  thus  shown  that  the  balance  resulting  from  the  said 
traffic  was,  in  1891,  considerably  less  favourable  than  in  1890,  the 
import  of  gold  coins  having  decreased  by  about  10  met.  lbs , 
whereas  the  export  showed  an  increase  of  about  6 met.  lbs. 
The  increase  in  the  import  of  silver  bars  was  fully  compensated 
by  the  increased  export  of  silver  coins. 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

997.  Nantes 

l^d. 

1056.  Corunna  , , 

• • 

2^d. 

998.  Algiers 

, . 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1057.  Saigon 

• • 

Id. 

999.  Havre 

• .• 

2id. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

, * 

Id. 

1000.  Buenos  Ayres 

6d. 

1059.  Trebizond 

Id. 

1001.  Baltimore 

Ud. 

1060.  Barcelona  . . 

lid. 

1002.  Taganrog 

, , 

0 « 

Id. 

1061.  Tainan  ,, 

. . 

Id. 

1003.  Eiga  .. 

2d. 

1062.  Smyrna 

, , 

lid. 

1004.  Bordeaux 

2^d. 

1063.  Old  Calabar , » 

id. 

1005.  The  Hague 

l^d. 

1064,  Samoa  « . 

id. 

1006.  Paraguay 

, , 

, , 

lid. 

1065.  Tahiti 

Id. 

1007.  Constantinople 

. . 

lid. 

1086.  Chefoo 

. • 

6d. 

1008.  Eome 

.. 

. . 

Id. 

1067.  G-othenburg , . 

* . 

2d. 

1009.  Mozambique 

. . 

Id, 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

lid. 

1010.  Wenchow 

Id. 

1069.  Loanda  . , 

lid. 

1011.  Mogador 

• • 

2id. 

1070.  Guatemala  . , 

Id. 

1012.  Amoy 

«« 

Id. 

1071.  Zanzibar  ,, 

Id. 

1013.  Kiukiang 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1072.  Charleston  . . 

2id. 

1014.  Stettin 

lid. 

1073.  Nice 

Id. 

1015.  Boston 

Id. 

1074.  Caracas 

Id. 

1016.  Callao 

. , 

Id. 

1075.  Lisbon  .* 

2d. 

1017.  Aleppo 

, . 

* 

Id. 

1076.  Calais 

2d. 

1018.  Santos 

2id. 

1077.  Eio  Grande  do  Sul . . 

6id. 

1019.  Pirseus 

• • 

Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia 

, , 

2id. 

1020.  Mogador 

. * 

, , 

Id. 

1079.  Brindisi  ,, 

2d. 

1021.  Adrianople 

• • 

, , 

id. 

1080.  New  York  <• 

2d. 

1022.  Tripoli 

• « 

. . 

Id. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

lid. 

1023.  Jerusalem 

. , 

Id. 

1082.  Frankfort  . . 

• 4 

4d. 

1024.  Odessa 

. , 

6d. 

1083.  Hiogo 

lid. 

1025.  Grenoa 

« • 

, , 

, , 

lid. 

1084.  Tokio.. 

lid. 

1026.  Kiungchow 

Id. 

1085.  Amsterdam  , . 

Id. 

1027.  Batoum 

* , 

, , 

4id. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

3d. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

. • 

• • 

Id. 

1087.  Bangkok  » . 

id. 

1029.  Batavia 

Id. 

1088.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

• • 

id. 

1089.  Chiengmai  . . 

Id. 

1031.  San  Jose 

Id. 

1090.  Copenhagen  . . 

id. 

1032.  Manila 

, * 

lid. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

id. 

1038.  Marseilles 

, * 

. * 

Id. 

1092.  Bushire  . . 

2d. 

1034.  Swatow 

, * 

Id. 

1093.  Tamsui 

Id. 

1035.  Paris 

, * 

Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

Id. 

1036.  Ichang 

5d. 

1095.  Port  Said 

Id. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

, , 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala  . . 

id. 

1038.  Foochow 

, , 

Id. 

1097.  Chungking  .. 

9d. 

1039.  Brest 

• • 

, * 

Id. 

1098.  Nagasaki 

Id. 

1040.  Madeira 

id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

* , 

2d, 

1041.  Antwerp 

. • 

lid. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

, * 

id. 

1042.  Taganrog 

4 • 

• • 

. • 

2Jd. 

1101.  Shanghai 

2d. 

1043.  Algiers 

. . 

2id. 

1102.  Jeddah 

1044.  Hankow 

lid. 

1103.  Chicago  . , 

. ^ 

3d. 

1045.  Nantes 

1104.  Erzeroum 

id. 

1046.  Belgrade 

* , 

* . 

2d. 

1105.  Loanda  . . 

• « 

3d. 

1047.  Fiume 

* , 

• • 

Id. 

1106.  Macao 

1048.  Wiihu 

, * 

Id. 

1107.  Canton 

• • 

Id. 

1049.  Cagliari 

Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo  .. 

l.hL 

1050.  Erzeroum 

Id. 

1109.  Tunis., 

lid. 

1051.  Syra  . . 

Id. 

1110.  Sofia.. 

1052.  Cherbourg' 

, ; 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei 

lid. 

1053.  Lima 

« . 

. . 

Id. 

1112.  Athens  k « 

2id. 

1054.  Bilbao 

• • 

• « 

, , 

lid. 

1113.  Alexandria  .. 

2d. 

1055.  Cadiz 

.. 

. . 

2d, 

1114.  Yienua 

• • 

• • 

Id. 
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Consul  Powell  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury, 

My  Lord,  Stettin,  July  22,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1891. 

' I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  WILFRED  POWELL. 
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Abstract  of  Contents — continued. 
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The  dispute  between  the  Government  and  the  town  of  Breslau 
on  the  question  of  the  Kosel  Canal  has  at  last  come  to  a termina- 
tion, and  there  is  every  likelihood  that  tlie  Stettin-Kdsel  Canal 
will  be  pushed  forward  without  delay;  when  completed  there  can 
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be  but  little  doubt  that  the  export  trade  in  coal  from  Stettin  will 
be  greatly  augmented. 

There  is  great  desire  on  the  part  of  a large  portion  of  the  Berlin-Stcttia 
Stettin  commercial  community  to  carry  out  the  suggested  im-  Canal, 
provement  in  canal  connection  between  Berlin  and  Stettin.  At 
the  present  time  the  Finow  Canal  only  allows  of  crafts  to  the 
size  of  175  tons  to  pass  from  Stettin  to  Berlin,  whilst  the  Oder- 
Spree  Canal  is  of  too  roundabout  a nature  to  be  of  advantage  for 
quick  transit  of  goods. 

Of  even  more  importance  to  the  future  of  Stettin,  as  the  Stettin- 
principal  northern  seaport  and  lying  nearest  to  Austria-Hungary,  Danube 
is  the  suggestion  to  connect  the  Danube  with  the  Oder  by  a canal. 

This  idea  (and  it  is  hardly  more  at  present)  w^ould  no  doubt  bring 
a great  increase  of  transport  business  to  Stettin. 

The  new  harbour  for  Stettin,  and  the  deepening  of  the  River  New  Stettin 
Oder  to  permit  of  larger  vessels  passing  without  discharging  from  l^arbour. 
Swinemiinde  to  Stettin,  have  both  taken  a more  positive  form 
during  last  year,  and  dredging  is  now  (1892)  fairly  at  work  on  the 
river,  whilst  the  scheme  for  connecting  the  Oder  with  the  Danzig 
Canal  and  Parnitz  River  by  means  of  a through  canal  will  give 
5,000  metres  of  fresh  quay-room,  having  the  railway  on  one  side 
and  the  old  harbour  on  the  other.  It  is  proposed  to  combine  both 
harbours  under  the  town  administration. 

The  deputies  have  granted  the  sum  of  11,000,000  m. 

(550,000/.)  under  the  stipulation  that  the  Government  shall  carry 
out  the  deepening  of  the  Stettin-Swinemiinde  fairway  in  the  Oder 
to  7 metres,  the  cost  of  this  work,  as  also  for  the  straightening 
and  lighting  of  the  fairway,  are  estimated  at  12,500,000  m. 

(625,000/.),  and  the  yearly  expenditure  at  250,000  m.  (12,500/.). 

The  province  of  Pomerania  also  gives  a contribution  of  4u0,000m. 

(20,000/.)  for  the  enlargement  of  the  harbour,  and  negotiations  are 
in  course  with  the  Corporation  of  Merchants  with  a view  to  their 
undertaking  to  give  a yearly  guarantee,  estimated  upon  the  lowest 
revenue  of  the  shipping  dues,  as  part  of  the  cover  for  the  expenses 
per  annum.  Should  these  negotiations  succeed,  it  is  proposed  that 
the  new  harbour  shall  be  free,  thus  placing  the  shipping  of  this 
port  on  an  equal  footing  with  that  of  Hamburg.  The  necessity 
for  this  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  from  1887  to  1890  Hamburg,  as 
a free  port,  has  increased  its  imports  by  1,550,000  tons,  whereas 
Stettin,  during  the  same  period,  has  only  increased  by  300,000 
tons. 

The  import  to  Stettin  by  sea  during  the  year  1891  has  not  Impori;. 
been  so  large  as  in  the  preceding  year,  being  in  1891  1,408,813 
tons,  as  against  1,424,970  tons  in  1890.  The  total  import,  how- 
ever, of  Stettin  and  Swinemiinde  during  1891  shows  an  improve- 
ment, the  total  import  of  1891  being  1,856,874  tons,  against 
1,771,650  tons  in  1890.  Of  the  total  import  for  1^591  567,445 
tons  were  of  coal  and  coke,  against  403,549  tons  in  1890; 

165,954  tons  of  timber  in  1891,  against  155,643  tons  in  1890; 
and  192,292  tons  of  grain  in  1891,  against  195,749  tons  in  1890. 

The  export  from  Stettin  decreased  considerably  during  1891,  Export, 
(1385) 
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being  only  567,607  tons,  against  617,967  tons  in  1690.  The  total 
export  from  Stettin  and  Swinetniinde  in  1891  amounted  to 
607,636  tons,  against  655,610  tons  in  1890.  A notable  decrease 
is  observable  in  the  potato  fabricates,  such  as  potato  starch, 
farina  glucose,  and  syrup,  as  well  as  in  spirits.  The  export  of 
beetroot  sugar  for  1891  amounted  to  135,808  tons,  against 
139,075  tons  in  1890. 

Keturn  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Swinemiinde  during  the 
Years  1891-90. 


Entered. 


1891. 

1890. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels, 

Tons. 

Steam  . . 

3,190 

1,441,164 

3,201 

1,366,658 

Sailing  . . 

1,232 

139,622 

1,455 

157,075 

Total 

4,422 

1,580,736 

4,656 

1,523,733 

Cleared. 


1891. 

1890. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tona 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

Steam  . . 

.. 

3.200 

1,446,452 

3,205 

1,374,996 

Sailing  . . 

•• 

•• 

1,198 

134,263 

1,451 

166,098 

Total 

• • 

•• 

4,398 

1,580,705 

4,656 

1,541,094 

Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Stettin  during  the 
Years  1891-90. 

Entered. 


1891. 

1890. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons, 

Number  of 

V essels. 

Tons. 

Steam  . . 

2,649 

1,091,649 

2,804 

1,150,122 

Sailing  .. 

•• 

1,288 

140,172 

1,642 

156,487 

Total 

•• 

•• 

3,9'37 

1,231,821 

4,346 

1,306,609 
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Of  tho  above  345  were  British  steamersr,  with  a tonnage  of 
347,617  tone,  and  80  were  British  sailing  vessels,  with  a tonnage 
of  12,661  tons,  giving  a total  of  425  vessels,  with  360,278  tons, 
against  468  vessds,  with  379,433  tons,  in  1890. 

The  stock  on  hand  of  wheat  at  the  beginning  of  1891  Grain, 
amounted  to  1,489  tons,  against  11,586  tons  in  1890,  and  of  rye 
344  tons,  against  12,328  tons  in  1890.  The  grain  import,  so  far 
as  it  is  known,  amounted  by  river  and  railway  in  1891  to  45,454 
tons  of  wheat,  89,660  tons  of  rye,  29,195  tons  of  barley,  25,889 
tons  of  oats,  and  10,955  tons  of  peas,  against  17,668  tons  of 
wheat,  74,589  tons  of  rye,  17,179  tons  of  barley,  51,092  tons  of 
oats,  and  3,835  tons  of  peas  in  1890.  By  sea  in  1891  came  8,990 
tons  of  maize,  against  43,686  tons  in  1890.  An  export  of  more 
than  usual  importance  took  place,  mostly  to  Zollverein  ports, 
amounting  to  2,595  tons  of  wheat,  1,089  tons  of  rye,  1,484  tons 
of  beans,  and  3,395  tons  of  barley.  With  regard  to  barley, 

8,260  tons  were  exported  in  1890  to  Russia  and  England,  whereas 
in  1891  these  countries  only  received  the  amount  of  1,444  tons. 

The  following  table  gives  the  movement  of  prices  on  the 
Stettin  market  for  the  various  months : — 


Month. 

Wheat. 

Eye. 

M. 

pf. 

M. 

pf. 

January  , . 

189 

08 

170 

60 

February  , , 

192 

84 

174 

70 

March 

202 

31 

182 

13 

April  , . 

223 

55 

188 

03 

May . . . . 

238 

58 

205 

28 

June,,  ., 

234 

34 

209 

06 

July . . 

232 

48 

214 

43 

August 

. . 

235 

10 

September  .. 

226 

05 

234 

27 

October 

226 

37 

237 

34 

November  .. 

232 

79 

241 

27 

December  . . 

231 

22 

240 

44 

Wheat  for  April-May  commenced  in  January  with  191  m.,  Wheat, 
rose  in  the  same  month  to  200  m.,  and  by  the  middle  of  March 
had  attained  to  207  m.,  and,  in  consequence  of  unfavourable 
reports  of  crops,  continued  to  rise  in  April  to  222  m.,  by  the  end 
of  which  month,  April  to  May,  236  m.  was  reached,  and  June  to 
July  234  ra.  The  failure  in  the  attempts  to  suspend  the  grain 
duties  raised  the  price  in  May  by  5 m.,  hut  the  fine  weather  in 
the  middle  of  June  caused  a great  depression,  and  the  end  of 
June-July  term  went  back  to  222  m.  A rising  in  July  of  9 m, 
followed.  The  fluctuations  of  prices  for  September-October  term 
were  very  marked — by  the  beginning  of  June  25  m.,  and  at  the 
end  of  June  21  m.  lower  than  the  June-July  prices.  Prices  rose 
again  in  July  to  212  m.,  and  in  August,  after  the  report  of  the 
Russian  export  prohibition,  up  to  243  m.,  coming  back  by  the  end 
of  September  to  221  m.,  and  closed  at  the  end  of  October  with 
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228  m.  The  November-December  term  was  raised  to  236  m.  on 
account  of  the  Russian  prohibition  of  wheat,  and  closed  at  232  m. 
Business  for  April-May,  1892,  was  not  of  any  importance,  on 
account  of  the  duty  regulations.  Notices  in  October  at  about 
225  m.,  which  rose  in  November  to  239  m.,  and  came  back  by  the 
end  of  December  to  224  m.  50  pf. 

Rye.  Rye  stood  by  the  beginning  of  the  year,  for  January,  at 

178  m.  50  pf. ; per  April-May,  at  the  same  time,  at  167  m. ; 
wavered  in  January  between  165  m.  to  172  m.;  rose  towards  the 
end  of  February  to  178  m. ; end  of  March  to  184  m;;  in  latter 
half  of  April  at  199  m. ; and  attained  the  highest  point  towards 
the  end  of  May  of  213  m.,  closing  with  210  m.  Summer  terms 
generally  remained  a few  marks  less,  but  in  the  last  days  of 
May,  when  the  suspension  of  duty  seemed  possible,  the  difference 
between  May  and  May- June  increased  up  to  11  m. ; by  the 
end  of  June  stood,  per  June,  211  m. ; per  June-July,  203  m. ; 
beginning  of  July  was,  per  July,  206  m. ; per  July-August, 
194  m. ; by  the  end  of  the  month  notices  were  221  m.  and  210  m. 
50  pf.  Through  the  prohibition  of  the  export  the  price  rose  very 
lapidly,  and  reached,  on  August  17,  258  in.,  but  yielded  the  next 
day  to  2^45  m.,  and  moved  between  this  price  and  251  m.  50  pf 
until  the  end  of  the  month.  The  September-October  term 
opened  in  March  at  166  m.,  April-May  standing  180  m. ; by  the 
middle  of  April  noted  176  m.,  rose  to  183  m.,  and  yielded  shortly 
after  to  176  m.  50  pf.,  moving  in  May  between  174  m.,  186  m. 
50  pf,  and  182  m.  50  pf. ; in  June  between  186  in.,  192  in.,  and 
184  m.  50  pf.,  rising  again  at  the  end  of  July  to  202  m.,  and 
stood  until  August  12  at  216  in.,  also  attaining  the  highest  price 
on  August  17  with  249  m.,  but  came  down  the  next  day  to 
233  in.,  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  it  moved  between  240  m. 
and  232  m.,  eventually  falling  to  228  rn.,  but  toward  the  end  of 
October  was  again  at  244  m.  In  November  and  December  the 
highest  limit  of  price  during  the  current  term  was  from  237  m. 
to  244  m.,  December  closing  at  242  m.  Notices  for  April  and 
May,  1892,  opened  in  October  with  221  m.  50  pf.,  rising,  however, 
during  the  month  until  the  end  stood  at  232  m.,  continued  the 
upward  movement  during  November  to  239  m.,  and  closed  the 
year  at  232  m.  50  pf.  In  consequence  of  the  closing  of  the 
Russian  frontiers  to  export,  the  imports  to  Stettin  were  mostly 
of  American  or  French  origin. 

Barley.  Barley  opened  with  prices  of  about  190  m.  for  fine  brewing 

goods  (Oderbruch  and  Marker),  but  this  price  was  not  main- 
tained, and  fell  about  15  in.  by  the  end  of  April.  The  new 
cro])  was  very  late,  the  first  supply  arriving  towards  the  middle 
of  September,  showing  very  small  quantities  of  superior  goods. 
This  raised  the  price  considerably  for  best  qualities,  and  as  liigh 
as  206  m.  was  given  for  Oderbruch  and  Marker  grain.  New 
Hungarian  barley  was  offered  at  about  195  m.,  but  on  account  of 
its  inferior  qualities  remained  untouched  by  the  breweries;  also 
tlie  French  barley,  which  was  offered  at  185  m.,  found  very 
few  })urchasers.  Cattle  feed  and  brewing  barley  were  noted 
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for  the  beginning  of  tlie  year  1891  at  154  m.,  but  prices  fell 
during  spring  about  15  m.  During  the  summer,  however,  on 
account  of  feeding  barley  being  scarce  and  the  bad  outlook  of 
tile  crops,  an  improvement  took  place  which,  supported  by 
llussian  prohibition,  continued  to  the  close  of  the  year,  prices 
being:  brewing  barley,  170  m. ; cattle  feed,  155  m. 

The  business  during  1891  was  limited  almost  entirely  to  Oats, 
home  consumption  goods.  Prices  regulated  themselves  in  accord- 
ance with  the  demand  and  the  Berlin  market.  Later  on  in  the 
year  speculation  raised  the  prices  somewhat.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  prices  stood  at  132  in.,  but  had  risen  by  the 

close  to  163  in.  The  import  from  Russia  amounted  to  19,072 

tons,  against  46,245  tons  in  1890,  the  total  import  being,  in 
1891,  25,796  tons,  against  50,217  tons  in  1890. 

In  consequence  of  a most  unfavourable  year  for  potatoes  Maize, 
and  all  sorts  of  fodder,  maize  received  very  great  attention, 
and  business  was  of  a very  lively  character.  The  largest  pur- 
chasers were  the  distilleries.  The  requirements  during  autumn 
were  covered  by  the  Hungarian  and  Roumanian  offers ; they 

were  at  first  at  about  160  m.,  but  very  soon  rose  to  172  m. 

In  December  lower  offers  from  America  arrived,  and  prices  fell 
accordingly,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  stood  at  160  ra.  again. 

The  prices  for  potatoes  at  Stettin  were — Potatoes. 


Description. 

January. 

Februry. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June, 

Bed 

White  

Distilling  potatoes 

M.  pf. 

50  00 

45  00 

37  50 

M.  pf. 

50  00 

47  50 

37  50 

JM.  pf. 

52  50 

45  00 

4)  00 

M.  pf. 

62  50 

52  50 

M.  pf. 

67  50 

60  00 

M.  pf. 

80  00 

72  50 

Description. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November, 

December. 

Red 

White  

Distilling  potatoes 

M.  pf. 

90  00 

87  50 

M.  pf. 

72  50 

65  00 

M.  pf. 

65  00 

50  00 

M.  pf. 

67  50 

55  00 

42  50 

M.  pf. 

72  50 

62  50 

42  50 

M.  pf. 

72  50 

62  50 

42  60 

The  average  price  for  1891  is  the  highest  reached  for  13  years, 
causing  a reduction  in  the  sales  of  potato  fabricates,  and  the 
export  of  potatoes  in  bulk  was  quite  immaterial. 

In  1891  26,182  tons  of  flour  were  exported  from  Stettin,  piour  and 
against  30,866  tons  in  1890.  Imported  were  39,416  tons  of  bran,  bran, 
against  21,039  tons  in  1890.  Of  the  total  flour  export  10,549 
Ions  went  to  the  Zollverein  ports,  against  10,620  tons  in  1890. 

Prices  followed  the  movements  in  grain,  wavering  between 
13  m.  50  pf.  and  17  m.  50  pf.  per  50  kilos,  for  00  wheat 
flour,  and  12  m.  to  17  m.  for  rye  flour  01.  Rye  bran  fetched 
5 m.  25  pf.  to  7 m.  25  pf.,  and  wheat  bran  5 m.  to  7 m. 

The  export  in  spirits  from  Stettin  amounted  to  8,521  tons  in  Spiiits. 
1891,  against  14,764  tons  in  1890.  The  export  to  Spain 
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amounting  to  4,410  tons  in  1891,  against  10,920  tons  in  1890. 
The  average  prices  for  export  spirit  during  the  current  term 
travelled  from  the  commencement  at  47  m.  to  51  m.  for  May,  for 
July  48  m.  60  pf.,  August  54  m.  40  pf.,  and  fell  for  the  end  of 
the  year  to  50  m.  12  pf. ; September-October  prices  opened  in  at 
46  ra.  5 pf.  with  simultaneous  notices  of  50  m.,  fell  gradually  for 
July  to  43  m.,  and  rose  again  for  August  up  to  51  m.  The 
Aprii-May  term  for  1892  commenced  in  July  at  2 m.  below  the 
September-October  prices,  but  came  up  to  the  same  price  in 
August.  The  close  of  the  year  showed  December  48  m.  8 pf.', 
April-May,  1892,  50  m.  2 pf.,  and  August- September,  same  year, 
51  m.  5 pf. 

Seeds.  The  spring  business  was  very  quiet,  the  late  frosts  having  in 

many  cases  nipped  the  crops  so  that  they  were  quite  destroyed,  and 
the  fields  had  to  be  ploughed  and  resown. 

Red  clover.  Red  clover  in  spring  was  from  40  m.  to  56  m.  according  to 

quality. 

White  clover.  White  clover,  F'and  FF,  70  m,  to  90  m.  respectively,  middle 
goods  54  m.  to  60  m.,  inferior  30  m.  to  45  m. 

Yellow  clover.  Yellow  clover,  F,  26  m.  to  28  m.,  middle  23  m.  to  25  m., 
inferior  20  m.  to  22  m. 

Timothy.  Timothy,  in  consequence  of  the  large  number  of  offers,  fell  3 m., 

and  prices  stood  at  the  end  of  the  season  at  F and  FF  23  m.  to 
25  m.,  middle  19  m.  to  20  m.,  inferior  15  m.  to  17  m. 

In  summer  a slightly  brisker  sale  began.  American  red 
clover  at  30  m.  to  40  m. ; French  clover  at  38  m.  to  46  m. ; 
white  clover  being  noted  40  m.  to  70  m.  from  small  stocks  in 
hand.  There  were  fewer  orders  for  these  goods  than  in  former 
years,  in  fact  autumn  business  was  nearly  at  a standstill.  The 
reports  on  red  clover  from  America  were  favourable,  while  from 
France  the  crops  were  reported  as  very  light.  Italy  and  Austria 
. report  a medium  harvest,  but  from  Silesia  the  quality  is  good  but 
deficient. 

Grass  seed.  Grass  seed  was  firm  in  price,  rye  grass  being  3 m.  to  4 m. 

better  than  last  year;  timothy  remaining  unchanged  at  17  m.  to 
25  m. 

Beetroot  The  export  by  sea  from  Stettin  and  Swinemiinde  in  1891 

sugar.  amounted  to  124,083  tons,  against  138,872  tons  in  1890,  and 

65,329  tons  in  1889.  Prices  for  raw  sugar  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  was  16  ra.  25  pf.,  basis  88  per  cent.,  rose  in  February  by 
2 m.  in  consequence  of  large  and  sudden  demands  from  America, 
remaining  at  that  figure  up  to  the  end  of  April,  falling  1 m.  in 
May,  remaining  during  the  summer  months  unchanged,  in 
September,  however,  a tall  took  place,  which  was  again  stopped 
by  the  large  demands  from  America;  by  the  end  of  the  season 
the  stocks  in  hand  were  120,000  tons  larger  than  they  were  in 
1890  at  the  same  period,  this  was,  no  doubt,  owing  to  the  large 
increase  in  the  area  of  land  under  beetroot  cultivation,  estimated 
for  the  whole  of  Europe  at  10  per  cent.  This  large  increase  was 
taken  into  consideration  for  the  prices  in  October,  but  it  was  soon 
seen  that  it  could  not  be  relied  upon,  as  the  manufactories 
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actually  turned  out  less,  and  prices  rose  in  consequence  to  19  m. 
at  the  beginning  of  Dccomber,  but  fell  again  by  75  pf.  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Stettinbusiness  has  been  subjected  to  keener  competitionin  1891 
than  in  formeryears,  owing  to  the  erection  of  new  refineries  and  the 
extension  of  the  existing  ones.  The  following  table  gives  the 
average  prices  for  1890-91  and  1889-90: — 


1890-91. 

1889-90. 

Difference. 

M.  pf. 

M.  pf. 

M.  pf. 

Raw  sugar,  basis  92°  . . 

17  65 

16  45 

1 10 

„ 88° 

16  65 

15  50 

1 15 

Loaf,  refined  sugar  I . . 

28  15 

27  70 

0 45 

Melio  fine 

27  10 

26  60 

0 50 

Powdered  sugar  II 

27  60 

26  90 

0 70 

The  large  crops  of  rapeseed  and  colza  in  Europe  gave  the  oil-  Oil-seed, 
mills  the  opportunity  of  extending  their  business  into  May,  and 
to  carry  over  a considerable  stock  into  the  new  season.  This 
surplus  of  the  1890  crop  was  of  great  advantage  to  the  mills,  for 
the  new  crop  when  it  came  on  the  market  in  June  was,  in 
consequence  of  wet  weather,  in  such  a moist  condition  for  the 
greater  part,  that  it  could  only  be  worked  after  drying  in  the 
kiln.  The  harvest  of  1891  has  been  one  of  the  worst,  both  in 
quantity  and  quality,  for  many  years,  the  seed  being  noticeable 
for  its  great  poverty  in  oil.  The  mill-owners — who  very  soon 
discovered  the  wretched  quality  of  the  seed — purchased  only  what 
was  barely  necessary,  and  business  at  slowly  yielding  prices  was 
very  dull,  so  that  even  the  good  quality,  which  amounted  to  so 
small  a quantity  that  in  ordinary  years  it  might  have  been  sold  in 
two  months,  continued  to  be  olfered — without  purchasers — the 
whole  year.  The  mills,  however,  hoped  for  some  compensation 
in  the  Indian  harvest,  which  was  abundant,  but  was  also  not  of  a 
good  oil-giving  quality,  and  caused  mueh  disappointment  in  the 
oil  factories.  Prices  for  Indian  seed  began  at  225  ra.,  rising  later 
in  Europe  to  225  m.  on  account  of  the  bad  reports  on  local  crops, 
but  by  the  latter  part  of  the  year  fell  to  the  original  price  again, 
viz.,  225  m. 

The  import  of  this  article  by  sea  amounted  in  1891  to  16,766  oil  refuse  and 
tons,  against  16,426  tons  in  1890.  The  export  by  sea  in  1891  oil-cake, 
was  6,155  tons,  against  7,306  tons  in  1890.  The  price  of  oilcake  for 
the  new  season  commenced  with  5 m.  75  pf.,  rising  in  the  autumn 
to  7 m.  30  pf.,  yielding,  however,  at  the  close  of  the  year  to 
6 m.  50  pf. 

The  export  of  rape-seed  oil  in  1891  amounted  to  7,911  tons  Rape-seed  oil. 
against  6,252  tons  in  1890 ; of  the  former  quantity  3,977  tons  went 
to  England,  against  3,504  tons  in  1890. 

Business,  in  rape-seed  oil  in  1891  was  generally  of  a quiet 
character,  with  moderate  fluctuations  in  prices.  Notices  com- 
menced at  57  m.  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  fell  in  February 
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Grease. 

Olein. 

Lard. 


to  the  lowest  point  reached,  56  m.,  but  by  March  had  risen  to 
62  m.,  and  remained  pretty  well  at  that  figure  until  the 
beginning  of  August,  when  it  fell  1 m.  to  2 m.,  by  the  end  of  the 
year  the  price  was  at  58  m.  50  pf.,  with  the  probability  of  further 
depression  in  consequence  of  the  very  limited  demand  for  the  stocks 
in  hand. 

The  supply  of  seed  from  abroad  enabled  the  mills  to  begin 
work  early,  so  that  the  want  of  inland  seed  was  not  so  much  felt, 
the  wet  season  having  much  retarded  the  crops,  and  practically 
rendered  them  useless.  The  tone  of  the  French  markets  had 
driven  prices  very  high,  in  spite  of  the  failure  of  the  seed,  but 
these  prices  could  not  be  long  maintained,  owing  to  the  large 
supply  from  India,  the  latter,  however,  as  already  stated,  was  of 
very  poor  quality. 

The  following  tables  gives  the  estimated  import,  export,  and 
stock  on  hand  of  rape-seed  for  the  last  four  years  in  met. 
cwts. : — 


1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

1888. 

Met.  cwts. 

Met.  cwts. 

Met.  cwts. 

Met.  cwts. 

blocks  on  January  1 . . 

5,000 

2,000 

1,500 

4,500 

Production  of  the 
Stettin  mills . . 

82,000 

79,000 

85,000 

77,200 

Supply  from  inland  . . 

6,200 

6,000 

2,000  . 

8,000 

Total 

92,200 

87,000 

88,500 

89,700 

Exported  to — 

Germany,  Rhein,  and 
Silesia 

47,200 

48,700 

53,000 

32,000 

Foreign  countries 

28,000 

8,600 

24,000 

23,000 

36,500 

Town  and  province 

7,500 

6,000 

12,900 

Sundries 

1,900 

1,800 

4,500 

6,800 

Total 

85,700 

82,000 

86,500 

88,200 

Stock  on  hand  . . 

6,500 

5,000 

2,000 

1,500 

Prices  per  100  kilos,  (inclusive  duty)  paid  cn  January  1 — 

M.  pf. 

1891  58  60 

1890  66  40 

1889  60  60 

1888  ..  ..  47  50 

The  10  years’  average  was  55  m.  25  pf.  per  100  kilos. 


Import  by  sea  in  1891  amounted  to  21,880  tons,  against 
30,970  tons  in  1890. 

The  import  of  olein  in  1891  was  2,080  met.  cwts.,  against 
6,415  met.  cwts.  in  1890.  Business  was  very  quiet  during  the 
whole  year.  Russian  goods  were  very  little  on  the  market,  and 
the  price  of  inland  olein  averaged  for  the  year  about  25  m. 

The  import  for  1891  amounted  to  114,880  met.  cwts.,  for 
1890  164,264  met.  cwts.,  and  for  1889  81,201  met.  cwts. 
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ConsitleraUe  variations  took  place  in  prices  during  the  year,  at 
the  commencement  Fairbank  and  Armour  were  up  to  28  m. 

(transitu),  for  western  steam  32  m.  (transitu).  In  February  a fall 
took  place  (on  account  of  the  lower  offers  from  America)  of 
1 111.  50  pf.,  the  following  month  showed  an  entire  change,  the 
daily  increase  of  the  notices  from  America,  in  consequence  of  the 
higher  prices  in  maize,  caused  a more  lively  speculation,  so  that  by 
the  end  of  March  Fairbank  was  at  31  m.  (transitu),  Armour  at 
30  m.  50  pf.  (transitu),  and  western  steam  35  m.  Steady  business 
kept  prices  at  the  same  figures  until  the  beginning  of  May,  when 
unfavourable  reports  again  caused  a falling-ofF,  and  by  June  prices 
had  lost,  western  steam  4 m.,  Fairbank  and  Armour  1 m.  50  pf. 

The  supply  of  pigs  in  America  at  this  time  began  to  show 
considerable  decrease,  and  J uly  found  prices  attaining  a firmer 
position  as  sellers  were  less  anxious  to  sell,  and  a succession  of 
improving  prices  followed,  much  helped  by  the  lively  demand  of 
consumers,  and  by  the  middle  of  September  reached  the  highest 
point,  viz.,  Fairbank  and  Armour  32  m.  (transitu),  western  steam 
37  m.  50  pf.  (transitu).  A heavy  fall,  however,  began  in  October 
and  continued  throughout  that  month,  at  the  beginning  of 
November  Fairbank  31  m.  (transitu).  Armour  30  m.  (transitu), 
and  western  steam  33  m.  50  pf.  During  the  last  two  months  of 
the  year  prices  remained  steadily  at  the  last  quoted  figures. 

The  import  to  Stettin  was,  in  1891,  29,858  met.  cwrs. ; 1890,  Linseed  oil, 
24,614  met.  cwts.  By  sea  26,246  met.  cwts.  came  from 
England,  and  3,303  met.  cwts.  from  the  Zollverein  ports.  The 
position  of  linseed  oil  on  the  English  markets  during  the  first  six 
months  was  pretty  firm ; here  also  it  was  similar,  until  the  end 
of  June  prices  keeping  between  26  m.  50  pf.,  to  27  m. 

(duty  paid),  fell  in  July  to  25  m.  (duty  paid) — a reflection  of 
the  English  market;  by  the  end  of  October  24  m.  were  paid 
(duty  paid) ; this  price  held  to  the  end  of  November,  and  the 
year  closed  at  23  m.  50  pf.  (duty  paid),  ready  cash,  without 
discount. 

The  import  was,  for  1891,  16,226  met.  cwts.,  against  28,157  Train  oil. 
met.  cwts.  in  1890 ; of  the  former  amount  there  came  from 
Norway  7,400  met.  cwts.,  from  Denmark  6,876  met.  cwts.,  and 
from  England  1,380  met.  cwts.  There  was  not  much  change  in 
prices  for  train-oil  during  the  season  of  1891.  Opening  at  19  m. 

(duty  paid)  for  brown  Berger  liver-oil;  27  m.  (duty  paid) 
for  light  bright;  and  26  m.  (duty  paid)  for  brown  bright. 

Better  notices  from  Norway  caused  an  improvement  in  the 
middle  of  March,  up  to  22  m.  50  pf.  brown  Berger ; 29  m.  light 
bright ; and  28  m.  for  brown  bright  (all  duty  paid).  At  these 
figures  prices  stood  until  October,  when  they  began  slowly  to 
yield,  continuing  up  to  the  close  of  the  year,  at  20  m.  50  pf. 
brown  Berger;  27  m.  50  pf.  light  bright;  and  27  m.  for  brown 
bright. 

The  import  to  Stettin  amounted  to  : — 


Petroleum. 
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Herrings. 


Barrels. 

1891  223,784 

1890  224,279 

1889  276,914 

1888  318,676 

Export  and  home  consumption  amounted  to  : — 

Barrels. 

1891  246,602 

1890  ..  224,632 

1889  289,492 

1888  291,657 


Import  amounted  by  sea  in  1891  to  455,317  met.  cwts.,  of 
which  445,735  met.  cwts.  came  from  America,  and  9,582  met. 
cwts.  from  Bremen. 

The  stocks  on  hand  at  Stettin  amounted  to : — 


Barrels. 

1891  85,012 

1890  66,830 

1889  c.  41,643 

1888  ..  ..  58,354 


Prices  were,  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  1891,  from 
11  m.  30  pf.  to  11m.  50  pf.  (duty  paid),  and  moved  throughout 
the  whole  summer  until  October  on  the  “ niveau”  of  10  m.  70  pf. 
to  10  m.  80  pf.  (duty  paid),  and  stood  by  the  end  of  the  year  at 
11  m.  25  pf.  (duty  paid). 

The  import  of  herrings  in  1891  amounted  to: — 


1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

1888. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Scotch  . . 

324,360 

371,560 

338,745 

292,105 

Norwegian 

117,513 

132,816 

164,600 

130,571 

Swedish . . 

54,547 

49,085 

48,974 

9,627 

Dutch  . . . . 

12,660 

6,471 

9,447 

11,610 

French  .. 

, * 

, , 

2,210 

1,137 

Bornholm 

•• 

260 

84 

1,622 

1,766 

Total  . , 

•• 

509,240 

560,016 

565,598 

446,816 

The  export  of  herrings  in  1891  amounted  to  : — 


1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

1888. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Scotch  ..  ..  .. 

305,438 

396,260 

332,809 

311,137 

Norwegian 

117,714 

135,846 

47,316 

157,296 

143,504 

Swedish. . 

52,210 

47,115 

6,166 

Dutch  .« 

12,733 

5,653 

10,089 

10,279 

French  i . 

. . 

. . 

2,210 

1,137 

Bornholm 

221 

1,610 

643 

1,235 

Total  . . 

488,311 

586,685 

550,162 

473,458 

STETTIN. 
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The  export  of  1891  shows  a decrease  from  1890  of  98,374 
barrels.  This  is  to  a large  extent  no  doubt  accounted  for  by  the  bad 
potato  season.  No  German  would  think  of  eating  herrings 
without  their  accompanying  potatoes,  and  as  these  latter  were 
very  scarce  and  correspondingly  dear,  it  must  have  had  a con- 
siderable effect  on  the  market.  These,  together  with  the  high 
prices  of  herrings  and  the  abundant  fruit  harvest,  are  the  causes 
to  which  the  falling-off  may  be  attributed.  Scotch  herrings  are 
the  greatest  sufferers,  for  returns  show  that  they  were  90,827 
barrels  behind  the  former  year  (1890)  ; Norwegian  herrings  also 
are  18,132  barrels  less  than  in  1890,  but  the  Swedish  and  Dutch 
herrings,  however,  have  increased  by  11,974  barrels  in  comparison 
with  1890. 

The  total  import  shows  a decrease  of  50,776  barrels  for  1891 
compared  with  1890. 

Business  opened  with  the  unusually  small  stock  on  hand  of  Old  Scotch 
30,380  barrels.  Prices  followed  an  upward  direction  for  all  sorts  herrings, 
during  the  month  of  January,  but  by  the  end  of  that  month 
demand  slackened  very  considerably,  and  never  recovered  much 
life  during  the  year. 

The  prices  were  for-  - 


January, 

February. 

March. 

June. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Crown  fulls*  . . 

31  to  32| 

34  to  35 

34 

30  to  31 

Crown  mat  fulls* 

25  26 

28  29 

! 

28  to  29 

25  26 

* Duty  paid. 


Of  new  matties  18,730  barrels  were  sold  at  20  m.  to  45  m. 
(duty  paid),  according  to  quality. 

The  prices  for  duty  unpaid  goods  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : — 
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For  Yarmouth  fulls  were  asked  27  m.  to  30  m. ; medium  full, 
23  m.  to  25  m. ; matties,  20  m.  to  22  m.  Prices  for  west-coast 
herrings  for  matties  and  medium  fulls  were  20  m.  to  24  m.  ; for 
fulls,  2()  m.  to  30  m.  (duty  unpaid).  The  total  sale  of  new  Scotch 
herrings  amounted  to  250,891  barrels. 

Tiic  sales  of  Norwegian  herrings  amounted  to  : — 


Barrels. 

Old  fat  herrings . . 41,316 

Vaar  and  Sloe  herrings. . ..  ..  ..  3,643^ 

New  fat  herrings  72,755 


Norwciiian 

herrings. 


Total 

»» 


1890 


117,714^ 

135,846 


In  old  fat  herrings  business  had  a satisfactory  course  duripg  Old  fat 
the  months  of  January  and  February,  but  subsequent  to  the  end 
of  February  the  demand  was  exhausted,  and  fell  away  to  the 
lowest  known  in  any  former  year.  The  prices  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  were  per  barrel  (duty  unpaid)  : — 


Marks. 

KKK  (merchants)  ..  29  to  30 

KK  (large  middle)  . . . . . . . . 28  30 

K (real  middle)  ••21  25 

MK  (middle)  ..  ..  .17  18^ 


The  supply  up  to  the  middle  of -August  was  limited  to  small  New  fat 
parcels  improving  during  the  later  half  -of  the  month,  but  later  herrings, 
the  import  fell  off  again.  There  was  a very  scanty  import  of 
the  better  brands  KKK  and  KK,  which  in  consequence  were  at 
high  prices.  Prices  (duty  unpaid)  were  as  follows : — 


(1385) 
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Whilst  the  catch  of  fat  herrings  in  the  north  lasted  to  the  end  Large  Sloe 
of  the  year,  and  reached  about  the  same  results  as  in  1890,  there  herrings, 
was  at  the  same  time  (November  and  December)  an  important 
catch  of  Sloe  herrings,  of  which  the  total  amount  was  estimated 
at  150,000  barrels  ; but  as  these  herrings  on  account  of  their  size 
are  chiefly  used  for  smoking,  the  sale  was  not  extensive,  even 
though  the  prices  were  not  above  16  m.  to  18  m.  for  Norwegian, 
and  20  m.  to  22  m.  for  Scotch  cures  (duty  unpaid). 

The  sales  of  old  Swedish  herrings  amounted  to  36,000  barrels.  Old  Swedish 
At  the  commencement  of  the  year  business  took  a satisfactory  herrings, 
course.  At  the  beginning  of  March,  however,  the  demand  lessened, 
but  improved  ag^iin  in  August,  in  which  month  the  stock  was 
cleared  at  20  m.  to  22  m.  for  fulls  and  10  m.  to  13  m.  for 
ihlen.  > . 

Sales  of  new  Swedish  herrings  amounted  to  16,210  barrels.  New  Swedish 
The  first  arrivals  in  October  finding  good  attention,  prices  herrings, 
were  31  m.  to  32  m.  for  fulls,  26  m.  to  28  m.  for  medium  fulls, 
and  21  m.  to  22  m.  for  ihlen  (all  duty  unpaid).  The  abundant  sup- 
ply caused  prices  to  yield,  and  for  the  months  of  November  and 
December  prices  were  16  m.  to  19  m.  for  large  fulls,  20  m.  to 
25  m.  for  smaller  goods,  and  12  m.  to  15  m.  for  ihlen. 

Stocks  on  hand  at  the  end  of  1891  amounted  to  : — 


Quantity. 

1891. 

1890. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Scotch  herrings  . . 

49,806.^ 

28,734i 

30,379^ 

Norwegian,, 

28,936 

Swedish  „ 

9,427 

7,090 

Dutch  ,, 

1,758 

1,931 

Bornholm  „ 

88 

49 

Total 

- 

•• 

89, .314 

63,385> 

During  the  two  last  seasons  the  selection,  cure,  and  filling  of  Scotch 
Scotch  herrings  have  been  generally  stated  by  the  trade  here  to  be  herring  trade, 
very  satisfactory,  but  the  present  high  standard  must  be  kept  up. 

There  is  much  dissatisfaction  expressed  at  the  high  duties  charged 
on  Scotch  herrings  in  Austria-Hungary.  The  customs  tariff 
amounts  at  the  present  time  to  3 gulden  in  gold,  equal  to  about 
10s.  in  English  mone}^  per  barrel.  This  makes  the  price  of  Scotch 
herrings  quite  a prohibitive  one  for  the  poorer  and  more  numerous 
classes  in  Austria-Hungary.  The  freight  paid  between  Stettin 
and  the  frontier  is  lOs.,  the  duty  being  10.9.  more  ; therefore,  the 
difference  in  the  price  of  a barrel  of  Scotch  herrings  is  just  20s., 
and  in  many  cases  the  freight  and  duty  together  become  greater 
than  the  original  value  of  the  goods  in  Stettin.  No  doubt  at  all 
appears  to  be  entertained  by  the  merchants  here  that  a reduction 
in  the  Austria-Hungarian  duty  would  lead  to  a very  considerable 
(1385)  B 2 
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southern  fruit. 


increase  in  the  consumption  of  herrings  in  that  country,  and 
consequently  an  increase  in  the  revenue.  But  the  chief  view  of 
the  case  as  bearing  upon  the  Scotch  fishing  trade  is  that,  if  the 
duty  could  be  reduced  to  a moderate  figure,  a large  area  would 
be  opened  for  the  sale  of  Scotch  herrings. 

The  import  of  coffee  amounted  to : — 

Tons. 

Ifi91 5,816 

1890. 6,224 

1889 ..  6,153 

Of  the  1891  import  2,488  tons  arrived  from  German  harbours, 
1,058  tons  from  Holland,  and  845  tons  from  England.  The 
movements  of  prices  followed  those  of  the  principal  markets. 
Notices  were : — 
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Eice. 


Pepper, 

Spices. 


Southern 

fruit. 


Timber. 


The  import  of  rice  to  Stettin  was  21,651  tons  in  1891,  against 
14,694  tons  in  1890,  Notices  per  50  kilos,  (transitu)  were  as 
follows  : — 


Description. 

January  3. 

April  4. 

July  4. 

October  3. 

December  31. 

M. 

Bl.  pf. 

M. 

M.  pf. 

BI. 

M.  pf. 

M. 

M.  pf. 

M.  pf. 

M.  pf. 

Japan*  

21 

to  17  50 

21 

to  17  50 

21 

to  17  50 

19  to  16  00 

19  00  to  16  00 

Rangoon  table  rice 

19 

18  50 

19 

18  50 

19 

18  50 

17 

15  00 

17  00 

15  00 

Patna 

20 

17  50 

20 

17  00 

20 

17  00 

18 

16  00 

18  00 

16  CO 

Maulmein 

17 

14  50 

17 

14  50 

17 

14  50 

Rangoon  and  Arracan  ... 

15 

12  50 

15 

12  00 

15 

12  00 

Rangoon  and  Arracan 

U4 

11  00 

14  00 

11  25 

ordinary  

11 

10  50 

11 

10  00 

11 

10  00 

Rangoon  and  Arracan 

broken  

... 

10  25 

10  00 

... 

10  00 

11 

10  25 

11  25 

10  25 

* Per  50  kilos,  (transitu). 


The  notices  for  pepper  and  spices  were : — 


Description. 

January  3. 

April  4. 

July  4, 

October  3. 

December  31. 

Pepper* — 

M.  pf. 

M.  pf. 

M.  pf. 

M.  pf. 

M.  pf. 

M.  pf. 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 

M.  pf. 

M.  pf. 

Singapore 

... 

46  00 

46  50 

41  00 

...  40  60 

38  00 

Tellicherry 

... 

47  00 

• t. 

48  00 

42  00 

40  50 

40  00 

Spicest — 

Piemento,  prima 
Jamaica 

33  00  to  35  00 

30  00  to  32  00 

30  00  to  32  00 

31  60  to  33  00 

29  00  to  31  00 

Cassia  lignea  ... 

52  00 

... 

50  00 

50  00 

...  50  00 

50  00 

Bay  leaves 

18  00 

18  00 

• •• 

18  00 

18  00 

18  00 

Cassia  flores 

0 93 

0 92 

■0  92 

1 ...  0 92 

0 95 

Nutmeg 

3 70 

4 00 

s'io 

4 00 

3*70 

4 0 

3 70  4 00 

3*  70 

4 00 

Mace  

4 25 

4 25 

4 25 

4 25 

4 25 

Cinnamon 

1 05 

1 80 

l’05 

1 80 

'f'os 

1 80 

1 05  1 80 

1**65 

1 80 

Cardamum 

3 00 

4 00 

3 00 

4 00 

3 00 

4 00 

3 00  4 00 

3 00 

4 00 

Cloves  

... 

0 74 

■0  70 

0 70 

0 64 

0 64 

* Per  50  kilos,  (transitu).  f Per  lb.,  (duty  paid). 


The  notices  for  raisins  were — 


Description. 

January  3. 

April  4. 

July  4. 

October  3. 

December 

31. 

Extra  Carburnn  E16m4* 

Marks. 

M.  pf. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

34 

M.  pf. 

30  00 

Prima  Vourla,  in  bags  ... 

29^ 

26'"00 

20 

21  00 

,,  boxes 

29 

26  00 

21 

19 

21  50 

Extra  Vourla  E15me,  in  bags  ... 

22  00 

Selected  Valencia 

30*’*00 

2*5 

24 

22  50 

Currants,  in  bags 

27 

27  00 

27 

26  to  27 

26  to  24 

,,  boxes 

27 

25  50 

26 

26 

24 

Almonds,  sweet  

98  to  116 

105  to  125 

104  to  120 

ii’e 

79 

94 

„ bitter 

104  116 

115  125 

112  120 

85  to  115 

84 

90 

* Per  50  kilos,  (duty  paid). 

The  import  of  timber' for  building  purposes  and  store  timber 
by  sea  to  Stettin,  in  1891,  was  161,495  tons,  against  153,037  tons 
in  1890.  The  export  by  sea,  1891,  was  56,912  tons  against 
64,030  tons  in  1890;  39,744  tons  went  to  England  in  1891, 
against  55,546  tons  in  1890;  6,768  tons  in  1891,  and  422  tons  in 
1890  went  to  France.  The  increased  export  to  France  was  due 
to  the  pending  change  in  tariii  prices.  The  total  export  this 
year  (1891)  by  sea  from  Stettin,  has  hardly  amounted  to  70  per 
cent,  of  the  average  of  the  last  10  years,  and  has  laboured  under 
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extremely  adverse  circumstances  throughout  the  whole  year. 
Oak  plangons  for  English  railway  purposes  sold  at  fairly  good 
prices,  but  only  small  quantities  were  got  off.  Inferior  qualities 
and  dimensions  of  plan9ons  met  with  a fairly  good  sale,  but  prices 
were  very  depressed.  In  oak  stem-ends  there  was  a tolerable 
return  principally  to  Belgium,  yet  even  here  prices  were  not 
nearly  up  to  the  average.  Ship  oak  and  squared  timber  met  with 
a good  demand  and  obtained  better  prices ; but  could  only  be 
supplied  in  small  quantities  as  the  supplies  in  these  articles  were 
nearly  exhausted. 

Oak  French  boards  were  in  consequence  of  the  probable 
increase  in  duty  on  sawed  timber  in  France  greatly  in  demand, 
and  obtained  a 10  per  cent,  rise  in  prices. 

The  rafting  business  was  conducted  with  the  greatest  expedi- 
tion known  for  years,  chiefly  through  the  small  quantity  of  timber 
coming  down  and  also  because  there  was  always  a sufficiency  of 
water  in  the  rivers,  and  consequently  on  the  Bromberg  Canal  for 
the  first  time,  no  difficulties  were  experienced  and  the  supplies 
were  delivered  in  good  time  for  the  markets.  So  small  were  they, 
however,  that  by  autumn  there  was  little  or  no  employment  for 
the  rafters.  This  year  (1890-91)  none  of  the  rafts  have  had  to 
winter  on  the  road,  but  arrived  almost  sooner  than  expected.  In 
consequence  of  which  less  grumbling  is  heard  about  the  wretched 
condition  of  the  waterways  between  the  Vistula  and  Oder.  It  is 
also  a matter  of  congratulation  that  the  Government  have  at 
last  taken  this  question  of  canals  into  serious  consideration,  and 
have  already  started  improvement  works  on  the  lower  Netze. 
To  sum  up,  this  year  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  worst  ever 
known  in  the  Stettin  timber  trade. 

The  export  of  timber  for  1891  is  shown  by  the  following 
table : — 
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. Total 

Value, 

Marks. 

1,791,450 

181,324 

5,946 

1,854,285 

184 

62,3Q9 

161,049 

494,417 

cT 

to 

to 

Inland. 

Value. 

. . 

Marks. 

88,588 

2,521 

1,100 

1,216,870 

184 

62,309 

98,384 

144,417 

CO 

CO 

Rhenish 

Measure. 

Cubic  Feet. 

47,973 

1,161 

14,955 

1,359,501 

245 

54,856 

152,002 

185,752 

Coastwise. 

1 

Value, 

Marks. 

1,619 

32,088 

3,899 

<o 

o 

CO 

Rhenish 

Measure. 

<1> 

^ o o*.  CO 

1 " ‘ *5-  ’ ‘«r  ■ 

o 

: 

By  Sea. 

Other  Countries. 

Value. 

Marks. 

238,934 

20,148 

138*326 

13,913 

CO 

Rhenish 

Measure. 

Cubic  Feet. 

128,566 

5,558 

178,308 

20,689 

France. 

Value. 

Marks. 

167,435 

158,655 

65,*741 

32i088 

423,919 

French 

Measure. 

Cubic  Feet. 

91,351 

65,187 

99,’i58 

58,491 

: 

Great  Britain. 

Value. 

Marks. 

1,294,874 

4,‘846 

401,260 

12, *765 
350,000 

2,063,745 

English 

Measure. 

Cubic  Feet. 

732,311 

5,622 

516,378 

25,271 

712,000 

1 : 

-o 

§ 
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The  import  of  wine  to  Stettin  during  1891  was  58,222  double  Wine, 
cwts.  against  47,987  double  centners  in  1890,  an  increase  of 
10,235  double  centner  for  the  year.  Taking  the  sources  of  all 
the  wine  coming  to  Stettin,  France  heads  the  list  with  5,073 
double  centners,  being  about  half  the  total  increase.  The  export 
amounted  (so  far  as  is  ascertainable)  to  52,971  double  cwts.  in 
1891,  against  46,270  double  centners  in  1890,  showing  an  increase 
of  6,701  double  centners. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  construction  of  the  Stettin  Free- 
harbour  which  has  been  finally  settled  in  principle,  will  be  very 
soon  carried  out,  and  in  so  doing  due  regard  will  be  had  to  the 
wine  business,  and  that  when  that  desired  consummation  is  attained 
the  trade  will  be  no  longer  hampered  with  custom-house  restric- 
tions. 

The  import  of  pig-iron  to  Stettin  by  sea  was  94,857  tons  in  Metals. 
1891,  against  138,473  tons  In  1890.  Other  kinds  of  iron  22,072 
tons  in  1891,  against  24,392  tons  in  1890.  The  slackness  in 
business  with  which  the  year  1890  closed  has  been  continued 
during  the  year  1891. 

A universal  want  of  confidence  which  found  its  source  in  a 
feeling  of  uncertainty  caused  a listless  condition  of  business,  also 
the  effects  of  the  financial  crisis  in  London  towards  the  end  of 
1890,  together  with  the  disturbances  in  South  America,  the 
McKinley  tariff,  the  unfortunate  financial  situation  in  Spain  and 
Portugal,  the  famine  in  Russia,  the  bankruptcies  in  Berlin,  and 
embezzlements  in  connection  with  them,  and  the  uncertainty 
with  regard  to  the  new  commercial  treaties.  With  all  these 
operating  on  the  financial  position  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  capital  was  held  and  mon(jy  tight,  and  there  should  be  no 
inclination  to  undertake  fresh  ventures. 

The  Swedish  iron  market  remained  pretty  steady.  The 
prices  stipulated  for  by  the  “ Eisenwerks  Verein at  the  spring 
fair  of  Oerebro  of  8/.  and  8/.  2s.  6d.  per  ton  (about  14  kroners  25  ore 
per  100  kilos.)  for  wrought  bar  iron  of  the  usual  brands,  free  on 
board  respectively  at  Stockholm  and  Gothenburg,  have  been 
steadily  maintained  during  the  year. 

Prices  fur  Scotch  warrants  fell  from  21.  6s.  l^d.  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  to  2/.  2s.  \\d.  the  lowest  point.  Middles- 
brough warrants  moved  between  21.  3s.  3<i.,  the  highest  point 
reached  on  January  12,  and  1^.  17s.  7d.  the  lowest  reached 
on  December  16. 

Business  in  copper  was  carried  on  with  great  fluctuations.  Copper, 
there  being  much  smaller  supplies  from  Chile  in  consequence  of 
the  disturbances  there  and  the  cessation  of  work  at  the  Anaconda 
mine,  prices  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were  52/.  per  ton,  but 
were  driven  by  speculation  up  to  56/.  10s.  per  ton  in  June,  fell 
again  in  the  next  months  to  53/.  per  ton,  where  it  remained 
steady  until  the  end  of  September.  During  October  great 
duluess  supervened,  and  prices  during  the  last  months  of  the 
year  fluctuated  between  47/.  and  45/.  per  ton. 

Tin  has  never  before  been  subjected  to  so  little  fluctuations  in  Tin. 
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price  as  during  1891,  Prices  for  Banca  tin  were  from  56|  fl.  to 
53|  fl.,  free  on  board  at  Amsterdam.  There  was  but  little  business 
done. 

On  the  zinc  market  the  business  was  better,  the  tendency  in 
general  being  firm,  but  inferior  prices  were  all  that  could  be 
obtained.  Baw  zinc  of  the  best  known  trade-marks  of  Breslau 
moved  between  22  m.  60  pf.  and  24  m.  per  50  kilos,  (ready  cash). 

The  export  from  Stettin  by  sea  amounted  to  25,629  tons  in 
1891,  against  26,040  tons  in  1890.  Prices  fluctuated  but  little 
during  the  earlier  part  of  the  year,  but  subsequently  a gradual 
fall  took  place  in  consequence  of  the  large  supplies  on  hand. 
Business  was  in  general  quiet  during  the  year,  and  purchases  to 
meet  the  most  urgent  wants  only  were  made. 

Notices  on  the  Stettin  market  were  as  follows  : — 


Pig-Iron. 


English,  III. 

Scotch. 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 

M.  pf  M.  pf. 

Until  the  middle  of  March 

7 50 

Middle  of  March  until  middle  of 

June 

6 50  to  6 00 

► 8 00  to  9 75 

Middle  of  June  until  the  end  of 

the  year  

6 10  6 40 

> 

Bar- Iron. 


Until  June  ..  ..  .. 

June  until  the  end  of  the  year  . . 

German 

Rolled-Iron, 

Swedish 

Wrought-Iron. 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 
16  50  to  16  00 
16  00  15  50 

M.  pf.  M. 

I 22  60  to  22 

Girder-Iron. 

M. 

pf.  M.  pf. 

Until  the  end  of  February  . . 

50  to  16  00 

March-JuJy..  ,.  , 

50  15  00 

August-September 

00  14  50 

November  ., 

60  14  00 

December  . . 

00  13  60 

Sheet-Iron. 

Coarse  Sheets. 

Fine  Sheets. 

M. 

pf. 

M.  pf. 

Until  February  1 .. 

. . 

18 

60 

21  00 

February-May 

. , 

16 

60 

18  60 

June  until  the  middle  of  July 

, . 

15 

60 

17  00 

Until  the  end  of  the  year 

• • 

16 

60 

18  00 
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Raw  CorrER. 


Marks. 

Until  the  end  of  April  ..  ..  .*  *•  ..  125  to  135 

July  135  145 

September  ..  140  130 

December  ..  ..  .*  ..  130  120 


Banoa  Tin. 

Marks. 


Until  the  end  of  April  ,,  ..  ..  ..  205  to  200 

May-June  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  210  212 

July-September  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  205  210 

Octobor-December  ..  ..  210  205 


Soft  Lead. 


German. 

Spanish. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Until  June  1 . . ♦ . 

82  to  31 

37  to  36 

end  of  the  year 

• • 

31  30 

36  35 

Zinc. 


Raw  Zinc. 

Zinc  Sheets. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Until  February  1 . , 

50 

56  to  55 

July  9 

49 

55  54 

middle  of  October  . . 

60 

55  66 

end  of  the  year 

49 

55  64 

Note. — All  per  100  kilos. 


The  total  import  by  sea  to  Stettin  and  Swinemiinde  amounted  Coals  and 
to  567,445  tons  in  1891,  against  403,550  tons  in  1890,  of  the 
former  359,790  tons  were  discharged  in  Swinemunde  and  207,655 
tons  in  Stettin. 

Prices  for  coals  and  coke  per  ton  at  Stettin  were— 


Description. 

January. 

April. 

July. 

October. 

December. 

Large  Scotch  ... 
Ryehope  peas  ... 
Silk  worth  peas ... 
Steam,  small  ... 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 

17  00  to  17  50 

18  65  19  50 

18  50  18  65 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 

16  60  to  17  50 

17  65  18  50 

9 65  to  10  00 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 
15  60  to  16  00 
17  00  17  50 

10  00  ”*  ... 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 
17  00  to  17  50 
17  65  18  00 

10  00  “‘lO  35 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 

. 18  00  to  18  50 
18  00  18  50 

11  00  .„ 

Description. 

January. 

April. 

July. 

October. 

December. 

Silesians  (per  50  kilos.) 

Brown  coal  (per  50  kilos.) 

Pfennigs. 

92 

70  to  80 

Pfennigs. 

90  to  95 

75  80 

Pfennigs. 

82  to  92 

65  75 

Pfennigs. 

88  to  96 

Pfennigs. 

92  to  94 

75 
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Freights. 


With  regard  to  steamer  freights  nothing  favourable  can  be 
reported,  the  low  rates  which  commenced  with  spring  continued 
throughout  the  whole  year,  and  even  in  the  winter  nothing  better 
could  be  obtained  owing  to  the  want  of  grain  cargoes  in  con- 
sequence of  the  deficiency  in  the  Russian  grain  trade. 

Freights  for  steamers  were  (April  inclusive) : — 


Ports. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 

s.  d.  - s.  d. 

London  

Sugar  

Fer  ton 

9 6 to  7 0 

Zinc 



7 6 6 6 

Liverpool 

Sugar  

yt  •••  ••• 

9 0 8 6 

Hull  

,,  ... 

10  0 8 0 

Zinc 

))  ••• 

7 6 6 6 

Leith  

Sugar  

• •• 

10  0 8 0 

Grain  

Per  quarter 

1 6 

Greenock  

Sugar  

Per  ton 

10  0 8 3 

Stockholm 

Potatoes  



5 00  to  4 00 

•.» 

Plour  



5 00  4 00 

... 

Sundsvall  ... 

Spirit  

,,  ••• 

• •• 

4 0 

East  Spain 

,,  

30  0to27  6 

New  York 

Sugar  



9 0 11  6 

Zinc 



10  0 11  0 

Farina  



15  0 14  0 

Rags 

))  ••• 

19  0 18  0 

Philadelphia 

Sugar  

yy  •••  ••• 

14  0 

The  freights  w^ere  (including  August):- 

Ports. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

London  

Sugar 

Per  ton 

... 

8 0 to  7 6 

Zinc 

,, 

6 6 

Farina  ...  



8 0 

Liverpool  

Sugar  

8 6 9 0 

Zinc 

8 0 8 6 

Hull  

Sugar  



8 0 

Zinc 

6 0 7 0 

Farina  

,,  ••• 

8 0 

Leith  

Sugar  

n 

7 6 9 0 

Empty  petroleum  barrels 

Each  ... 

0 8 

Greenock  

Sugar  

Per  ton 

8 6 8 4 

Stockholm 

Flour 

Per  centner  ... 

0 25  to  0 30 

... 

Sundsvall 

•••  •••  ••• 

M ••• 

0 20  0 30 

St.  Petersburg  ... 

Empty  petroleum  barrels 

Each  

0 50 

Chalk  

Per  cwt. 

0 15 

... 

Amsterdam 

Sugar  

Per  1,000  kilos. 

7 00  6 50 

... 

Flour  

yy 

8 00  7 00 

Rotterdam 

Sugar  

6 60 

Flour 

8 00  7 00 

Dunkirk 

Molasses  

Per  2,000  kilos. 

18i  fr. 

East  Spain 

Spirit  

Per  ton 

27  6 ... 

New  York 

Rags 

,,  

16  0 15  0 

Zinc 

9 0 9 6 

Cement  

y,  ...  ... 

9 0 9 6 

Farina  

•.. 

14  0 

Sugar  

19  ... 

10  6 

Salt 

99  ••• 

9 0 

From  September  to  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


/ 
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Ports. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 

g.  d.  8.  d. 

London  

Sugar  

Per  ton 

7 0 to  8 6 

Zinc 

,, 

6 6 7 0 

Liferpool 

Sugar  

Jt  •••  ••• 

8 6 10  0 

Zinc 

II  •••  ••• 

8 6 10  0 

Hull  

Sugar  

II 

8 0 9 0 

Zinc 

t|  ... 

6 0 7 0 

Leith  

Sugar  

Per  quarter  ... 

8 0 10  0 

Grain  

1 4i  ... 

Greenock 

Sugar  

Per  ton 

8 6 9 0 

Sunderland 

Pitprops  

Per  load 

9 0 9 6 

Stockholm 

Flour  and  malt  

Per  50  kilos.  ... 

0 25  to  0 30 

Amsterdam 

Sugar  

Per  1,000  kilos. 

7 00  7 75 

Flour  

M 

8 00  7 50 

Rotterdam 

Sugar  

9) 

7 00  7 50 

Flour  

99 

7 00  7 50 

Dunkirk 

Molasses  

Per  2,000  kilos. 

20  £r. 

East  Spain 

Spirit  

Per  ton 

27  6 to  30  0 

New  York 

Rags 

II  •••  ••• 

14  0 

Farina  

II  ••• 

14  0 

Zinc 

9 0 

Sugar  

II  •••  ••• 

11  0 

TJie  export  from  here  to  England  has  nearly  ceased,  the  chief 
articles  shipped  for  that  couniry  being  sugar,  potato  manufactures, 
lead,  zinc,  and  timber-  Large  quantities  of  barley  were  shipped 
to  the  Rhein  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  falling  away  to  very 
small  amounts  during  the  second  half. 

The  regular  lines  of  steamers  between  this  port  and  Amster- 
dam, London,  and  Hull,  obtained  abundant  cargoes  at  low  rates 
up  to  the  end  of  the  summer.  Full  cargoes  to  Leith  were  not  forth- 
coming, and  the  Leith  boats  had  in  most  cases  to  call  at  Konigsberg 
to  complete. 

The  import  of  cattle  fodder  lias  much  increased  during  the 
year  1891,  especially  in  the  case  of  bran  from  Russia. 

Freight  for  sailing  vessels  showed  but  little  change  from  the 
previous  year. 

The  freights  for  sailing  ships  were  in  spring  (April  in- 
clusive) : — 


Oak  Plan5on8, 

Fir  Timber, 

per  Load. 

per  load. 

t.  d.  s.  d. 

8.  d.  8.  d. 

Loudon  .. 

10  0 

Hull  

11  3 to  9 6 

Aberdeen 

7 6 

Dundee  . 

8 0 to  7 0 

Sunderland 

8 6 

Wes  t Hartlepool . . 

8 6 

Grrimsoy  . . 

10  0 9 0 

• • 

Plymouth 

10  0 

Newport.. 

11  0 

Cardiff  . . 

11  0 

Dundalk . . 

*• 

11  0 

And  for  the  undermentioned  articles  as  follows 
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Ports, 

Articles. 

Currenej. 

Sterling. 

Stockholm 

Oil-cakes  

Per  50  kilos.  ... 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 

0 35 

3.  d. 

Helsingborg 

Acids  

Per  balloon  ... 

0 90 

Malmo  

Salt 

Per  50  kilos.  ... 

0 25  to  0 18 

Copenhagen 

Cement  

Per  ton 

0 70  0 80 

Chamotte  stones 

Per  50  kilos.  ... 

0 25 

Iron 

0 21  0 25 

Dunkirk 

Fir  beams 

Per  load 

9’'*6 

Boueu  

Oak  stem  ends  

Per  last 

26  fr.  and 

... 

New  York 

Cement  

Per  ton 

15  per  cent. 

7 6 

Philadelphia 

’*  

M 

... 

12  0 

Freights  during  the  summer  (including  August)  : — 


Oak  Plangons, 

Fir  Timber, 

Pit  Props, 

per  Load. 

per  Load. 

per  Load. 

s.  d.  8.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d» 

London  .* 

10  6 to  11  3 

• • 

Hull  

10  6 

• # 

Montrose 

10  0 

• • 

Dundee  . . 

, , 

8 0 

Hartlepool 

9 6 10  0 

7 0 

• « 

Grimsby.  • . • 

9 6 10  6 

7 6 

• • 

Plymouth 

10  6 

. , 

• • 

Bristol  ..  .. 

14  3 

, , 

South  Alloa  . . • . 

• • 

9*  6 

Ayr  

•• 

•• 

18  0 

And  for  the  undermentioned  articles  as  follows : — 


Ports. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Stockholm 

Oil-cakes  ... 

Per  50  kilos.  . 

M.  pf.  M,  pf. 

0 35 

t.  d.  «.  d. 

Christiania 

Cement 

Per  ton... 

1 00 

Helsingborg 

Chamotte  stones 
Rags 

Per  50  kilos.  . 

9}  • 

0 40 

0 50 

Malmo 

Salt 

Oil-cakes  ... 

9} 

0 22i 

0 18  to  0 20 

Carlscrona 

Manure  salt... 

99  . ♦ 

0 22^ 

Gefle 

Oil-cakes 

• •• 

Per  bag  of  62| 

kilos 

Per  ton... 

0 90 

Sundsvall... 

Copenhagen 

Salt 

Cement  ... 

... 

0 20 

0 70 

St.  Petersburg 

Iron  ... 

Glass  sand  ... 

Per  50  kilos.  ... 

0 25 

0 22k  0 25 

Dunkirk  ... 

Molasses 

Per  2^600  kilos. 

17  to  18  fr. 

liouen 

Oak  stem  ends  and  boards 

Per  last 

28  29  fr. 

... 

New  York.,. 

Cement 

Per  ton 

and  15  per  cent. 

6 6 to  4 0 

Philadelphia 

... 

J)  •••  ••• 

9 6 

From  September  to  the  end  of  the  year  timber  , freiglits 
were : — , 
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Oak  PI  ancons, 

Fir  Timber, 

Pit  Props, 

per  Load. 

per  Load. 

per  Load. 

s.  d.  s,  d. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

8.  d.  8.  d. 

Liverpool 

. . 

11  6 to  13  0 

Aberdeen  . . 

, , 

9 0 

Hartlepool 

12  0 to  13  0 

9 6 

Sunderland 

10  0 12  6 

7 9 

Plymouth 

13  0 

10  0 

Dublin  .. 

13  6 

Boness  . . 

, , 

13  0 *’ 

Firth  of  Forth  . . 

•• 

• • 

10  0 to  12  6 

And  for  the  undermentioned  articles  as  follows  : 


Ports. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Helsingborg. . 

Oil-cake 

Per  50  kilos.  . . 

Pfennigs. 

35  .. 

Malmo 

5>  • • • • 

• • 

20 

Stockholm  . . 

» • • • • 

97  • » 

37  to  40 

Copenhagen . . 

Iron  . . 

» • • 

25 

Dunkirk 

Fir  beams  . . 

Per  load  . 

13i  fr. 

Brest 

Oak  stem  ends 

Per  last.. 

29  fr.  and 

Bordeaux  .. 

Molasses 

Per  2,000  kilos. 

15  per  cent. 

25  fr. 

The  manager  of  this  company  reports  that  their  steamers  NeueDampfer 
found  fairly  good  employment  upon  their  regular  lines,  viz.,  Company. 
Stettin  to  London,  Dantzic,  Konigsberg,  St.  Petersburg  and 
Reval,  and  Stockholm ; also  irregular  lines  between  the  Baltic 
and  North  Sea  ports. 

During  the  winter  the  smaller  steamers  were  laid  up,  also 
some  of  the  larger  boats  ceased  to  run  during  the  months  of 
January  and  part  of  February  in  consequence  of  the  small  freights 
and  also  on  account  of  the  ice,  the  latter  cause  prevented  the 
regular  line  of  steamers  running  to  London  during  the  month  of 
January. 

As  soon  as  the  ice  allowed  the  smaller  ships  returned  to  work 
— to  Dantzic,  March  12  ; Konigsberg,  March  19 ; Stockholm, 

March  22 ; St.  Petersburg,  May  3. 

A great  loss  was  experienced  by  this  company  in  consequence 
of  the  prohibition  by  Russia  of  export  of  rye  and  barley  as  these 
steamers  do  the  principal  trade  in  the  Baltic  in  this  grain,  also  to 
the  North  Sea. 

The  total  weight  of  cargo  carried  by  the  Neue  Dampfer 
Company  during  1891  amounted  to  7,671,180  centners  against 
7,932,960  centners  in  1890,  a loss  of  261,780  centners.  The  above 
company  paid  a dividend  of  2 per  cent. 

The  Stettin  manager  of  this  company  reports  that  the  three  Hamburg- 
steamers  employed  on  this  line  (Stettin-New  York)  kept  their 
regular  time,  and  made,  in  all,  16  trips  without  accidents.  During  Actien 

Company, 
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Vulcan 

shipbuilding 

and 

machinery 

works. 


the  first  half*  of  the  year  there  was  abundant  offer  of  goods  for 
New  York,  but  later  fell  off  a great  deal. 

Freights  from  New  York  were  paying  badly  during  summer, 
and  there  was  but  little  cargo  out  from  New  York  to  Stettin, 
but  subsequent  to  the  new  harvest  full  cargoes  were  again 
obtainable.  The  passenger  traffic  was  much  augmented  by  the 
banishment  of  Jews  from  Russia.  5,165  passengers  were  carried 
to  New  York  by  these  steamers  during  1891  against  2,508  in 
1890. 

The  following  amounts  of  material  were  received  at  the  works 
during  the  year  (1891)  : — 


Pig-iron  •• 

Steel  bars  . . . 

Bar  iron  . . . 

ra9on-iron 
Iron  plates  . . 

Steel  „ 

Armoured  plates 
Angle  and  bulb  steel 
Tool-steel 

Iron  smithy  pieces  . 
Steel  „ 

Raw  copper  . . 

Bar  „ 

Copper  plates. . 

Tin 

Lead 

Zinc  « • 

Coals  ..  .. 

Coke  .. 


Tons. 

372 

135 

1,226 

485 

1,617 

3,728 

791 

678 

24 

34 
365 
348 

35 
161 

55 

25 

59 

22,333 

3.170 


67  steam  engines  were  employed  in  the  works  of  1,893 
aggregate  horse  power,  16  steam  hammers  of  246  centners 
aggregate.  The  average  of  men  employed  in  1891  was  3,667 
against  4,409  men  in  1890.  The  highest  number  employed  was 
4,121  men,  the  lowest  3,316  men,  and  3,533,391  marks  were  paid 
for  labour  (at  20  m.  30  pf.  to  the  IZ.),  or  174,058/.  14^.  against 
4,239,825  mark,  or  208,858/.  8^.  in  1890. 

During  the  year  1891  the  following  were  finished  and 
delivered : — 

The  twin-screw  fast  steamer  “Fiirst  Bismark”  for  the 
Hamburg-American-Packet-Actien-Gesellschaft.  One  paddle- 
boat,  also  one  screw  steamer,  repairs  executed  on  His  Majesty’s 
yacht  “ Hohenzollern,”  and  also  for  the  North  German  Lloyd’s 
in  Bremen. 

Besides  the  engines  and  boilers  for  the  new  steamers  ahove- 
mentioned  there  were  delivered  to  order — 2 marine  steam-engines, 
2 ships’  boilers,  23  stationary  and  locomotive  boilers,  and  72 
locomotives. 

In  course  of  construction.  His  Majesty’s  ironclads  Branden- 
burg” and  “ AVeissenburg.”  His  Majesty*s  avisos  St.”  and 
G.”  A large  steamer  for  the  Austrian  Lloyds  in  Trieste,  a 
smaller  steamer  for  the  Vulcan  Works  Company,  also  70  locomo- 
tives, besides  sundry  machines  and  boilers. 
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The  invoice  value  of  all  the  material  used  and  delivered 
during  the  year  (1891)  amounted  to  10,717,908  m.  37  pf.  (at 
20  m.  30  pf.  to  11.)  or  527,D75l.  IGs. 

This  factory  employed  an  average  of  1,073  men  during  the  Molicrand 
year  (1891),  of  these  623  men  were  employed  in  the  shipbuilding 
yard  and  450  men  in  the  machinery  works.  983,706  m.  18  pf.  ‘ 
or  48,458/.  9^.  were  paid  as  wages.  machinery 

During  the  course  of  the  year  there  were  delivered  : — works, 


Description. 

Number. 

Number  of 
Compound 
Engines. 

Indicative 

Horse-power. 

After  paddle  steamer  . . 

.. 

1 

1 

200 

Screw  tug  „ 

1 

1 

100 

Paddle  tug  „ 

1 

1 1 

300 

Twin  screw  tug  steamer 

1 

2 i 

160 

» • • 

1 

2 

160 

• • 

• • 

1 

2 

160 

Paddle  tug  steamer 

1 

1 

300 

Sea  dredge  . . . . 

1 

1 

65 

Saloon  screw  steamer  . . 

1 

1 

350 

Steam  dredge  lighter  . . 

1 

- 1 

150 

Screw  tug  steamer 

1 

1 

20 

1 

1 

120 

»>  » ' • • 

, « 

1 

1 

45 

}>  » 

, * 

1 

1 

. 80 

» » • • 

• • 

1 

1 

45 

Saloon  screw  steamer  . . 

1 

1 

350 

Steam  dredge  lighter  .. 

1 

1 

i 150 

Paddle  tug  steamer 

1 

1 

1 300 

Pilot  steamer  . . 

1 

1 

160 

River  dredge  . . 

1 

1 

Screw  tug  steamer 

1 

1 

i 40 

1 

1 

1 120 

Sea  freight  „ , , 

1 

1 

i 150 

Petroleum  tank  ship  . . 

•• 

•• 

1 

•• 

j 

1 

On  4 ships  large  alterations  were  made,  34  ships  went  on  the 
patent  slip,  and  54  others  were  brought  alongside  the  wharf  for 
repairs. 

In  the  machinery  works  were  constructed  and  delivered — 


Screw  ships’  compound  engines  of  different  sizes 
A(ter-paddle  engine 

Paddle  ships’  engines,  different  sizes  . . 

Ships’  boilers,  different  sizes  . . 

Engines  for  factories 
Boilers  „ 

Large  petroleum  tanks  . 

„ reservoirs 

Machines  for  starch  factories  . . 

„ a chamotte  factory 


Number. 

. 24 

1 
4 

. 35 

6 

. 16 
4 

. 12 
2 
1 


Several  field  forges  of  our  own  construction  and  sundry 
machines  for  chamotte,  chemical,  sugar,  starch,  syrup,  and 
grease  factories. 

(1385) 
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Portland 

cement 

factory. 

“ Stern  ” 
Toepffer, 
Grawitz  and 
Company. 
I’lie  Stettin- 
Portland 
cement 
factory. 


The  Stettin- 

Bredow 

Portland 

cement 

factory. 


Stettin' 

Chamotte 

factory. 

Action 

Company 

formerly 

Didier. 

Poof  felting 
factoiy. 


Flour  mills. 


The  Stettin 
St?am  Mills 
Action 
Company. 


This  factory  produced  212,618  barrels  of  cement,  against 
193,400  barrels  in  1890,  and  paid  407,860  m.  (20,091/.  13s.)  for 
labour  in  1891,  against  434,176  m.  (21,388/.)  in  1890,  an  average 
of  2 m.  66  pf.  per  man  in  1891,  against  2 m.  71  pf.  per  man  in 
1890. 

This  company  employed  in  their  factory  and  at  the  limekilns 
about  600  workmen,  at  an  average  wage  of  2 m.  70  pf.  in  1891,  last 
year’s  (1890)  numbers  being  550  men,  at  a similar  average.  The 
company  paid  a dividend  of  20  per  cent,  this  year  (1891),  ajjainst 
27  per  cent,  in  1890. 

This  factory,  after  improving  and  enlarging  their  plant,  turned 
out  106,539  barrels  of  cement,  and  4,249  thousands  of  bricks, 
employing  an  average  of  about  300  labourers,  including  women 
and  children ; paid  for  wages  204,322  m.  (10,065/.  3.s.),  and  gave 
a dividend  of  4 per  cent,  in  1891,  against  one  of  5 per  cent,  in 
1890.  The  manager  reports  that  cement  prices  were  very  dull, 
but  that  there  was  a very  large  sale  of  bricks. 

This  company  report  that  the  prices  for  1891  are  much 
lower  than  in  1890,  and  that  their  business  also  has  not  been  so 
extensive;  paid  356  labourers  338,761  m.  (16,687/.  155.),  and 
gave  a dividend  of  15  per  cent.,  against  one  of  30  per  cent,  in 

1890. 

The  roof-felting  factory  of  L.  Haurwitz  and  Co.  report  an 
increased  sale  of  their  goods,  but  that  the  price  of  tar  remained  so 
high  (English  pitch  having  in  the  course  of  three  years  risen  up 
to  double  its  former  price  on  account  of  the  large  demands  in 
America)  business  has  not  shown  increased  results.  By  the 
Austrian  treaty  a duty  of  1 fl.  per  100  kilos,  will  not  do  much 
towards  an  increased  sale  of  felt-roofing  in  Austria-Hungary. 
The  import  (which  used  to  be  a large  one)  to  Bussia  and 
Denmark  has,  on  account  of  the  heavy  duty — sometimes  equal  to 
the  value  of  the  goods — entirely  ceased.  However,  they  report 
that  the  sales  of  their  goods  on  the  English  market  have  not 
been  without  satisfactory  results. 

The  flour  business  showed  favourable  signs  in  the  spring  of 

1891.  The  repeated  complaints,  however,  of  the  bad  condition 
of  the  standing  crops  caused  rnilleis  and  dealers  to  buy  up  from 
stocks  in  hand  as  much  as  possible.  In  summer  the  demand 
slackened  somewhat,  hut  shortly  increased  again,  and  prices  rose 
from  month  to  month,  especially  when  the  Russian  ex])ort  prohi- 
bition became  an  accomplished  fact.  Tliis  rise  in  prices  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  limited  the  consume  and  rendered  sales  of 
flour  difficult.  A.  considerable  competition  also  arose  against  the 
pure  rye  and  wheat  flour  by  the  extensive  manufacture  of 
surrogate  bread  flour  in  the  provincial  mills.  Bran  sold  well 
throughout  the  year  in  consequence  of  the  demand  for  cattle 
fodder,  and  there  remained  only  small  stocks  on  hand  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

This  company  realised  in  the  earlier  months  of  the  year  a great 
advantage  from  their  large  stock  in  hand,  their  mills  being  fully 
engaged  until  the  end  of  May,  In  consequence,  however,  of  a 
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slackened  demand  in  June,  large  quantities  Hour  stuffs  accumu- 
lated on  hand,  so  that  work  had  to  be  stopped  for  some  time. 
The  subsequent  rainy  weather  created  a slightly  increased 
demand,  but  not  sufficient  to  enable  work  to  be  again  started,  and 
the  Russian  export  prohibition  found  the  company  without  fresli 
stock  on  hand.  The  competition  of  the  rye  mills  in  the  provinces, 
as  mentioned  before,  also  prevented  work  being  carried  on  in  the 
rye-mill.  The  company  only  paid  a dividend  of  3^  per  cent. 

Ground  at  this  mill  were: — 


Articles. 

1 

1891. 

1S90. 

1889. 

1883. 

1 • • 

1 • • 

1 

1 H-=> 

1 

1 1- 

1 ?=  W 

Tons. 

11,308 

17,563 

Tons. 

1 30,235 

Tons. 

43,637 

Tons.. 

43,957 

■rotal.. 

28,871 

•• 

•• 

•• 

Exports  were : — 

Flouk. 


1 By  Sea. 

By  Train. 

By  Eiver. 

Total 

Centners. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

Abroad  . . 

161,336 

161,336 

Inland  .. 

98,290 

19,820 

115,598 

233,708 

Grand  total 

1 

•* 

•• 

395,044 

Bean. 


- 

1 

1 By  Sea. 

' 

■ 

By  Train. 

i By  Eiver. 
i 

Total. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

Centners, 

Centners. 

Inland  . . 

• • 

42,493 

108,077 

150,570 

The  total  exports  were  : — 


1891 

1890 

1889 

1888 


Centners. 
545,614 
509,2-22 
734,700 
825, 7i8 


This  mill  ground  in  the  course  of  the  year  27,382  tons  of  The  Steitin 
grain,  against  26,933  tons  in  1890,  an  increase  of  449  tons,  and  Walz  mill, 
paid  a dividend  of  30  per  cent. 

Exports  were : — 
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A.H  .Zander’s 
flour  and  oil 
mill. 


Oil  mill  of 
Wm.  Dilger. 


Sugar 

refinery. 


By  Sea. 

By  River. 

By  Land. 

Total. 

Flour  ..  .. 

lhan 

Centners. 

245,195 

5,058 

Centners. 

57,529 

55,723 

Centners. 

92,007 

80,624 

Centners. 

394,731 

141,405 

Grand  total  of 
fabricates 

Against  in  1890  . . 

•• 

•• 

•• 

536,136 
514,259  ^ 

The  flour  mill  of  A.  II.  Zander  has  reduced  the  output  to  one- 
half  on  account  of  bad  prices ; the  mill  ground  5,900  tons  of  rye 
and  180  tons  of  wheat. 

The  oil  mill  worked  up  13,000  tons  of  oilseed,  againot  10,800 
tons  in  1890. 

This  mill  worked  up  13,700  tons  of  colza  and  rapeseed  in 
1891,  against  about  11,800  tons  in  1890,  producing  4,800  tons  of 
oil,  and  8,300  tons  of  oilcake. 

The  Pomeranian  Provincial  Sugar  Reflnery  Works  report: — 
The  year  1891  was  a most  unfavourable  one  for  sugar  refinery. 
The  accounts  received  from  nearly  all  the  German  refineries  show 
that  there  was  little  or  no  profit  made,  and  in  some  cases  heavy 
losses  were  experienced.  The  increase  in  sugar  refinery  factories 
created  an  over-production  of  goods,  which  over-production  could 
only  be  partially  sold  at  prices  below  cost  of  manufacture,  each 
company  under-bidding  the  other  in  fear  of  losing  their  former 
customers.  On  the  other  hand,  raw  sugar  producers  kept 
tenaciously  to  their  prices  of  last  year. 

This  refinery  worked  up — 

Centners. 

1891  621,450 

1890  632,000 

1889  355,000 


and  sold  of  their  fabricates — 

Centners. 

1891  609,700 

1890  ..  ..  619,000 

1889  362,000 


For  highly  polarised  com  sugar  92°  (sack  exclusive)  was 
paid  per  50  kilos,  from  railway  station: — 


M. 

pt. 

January  , . 

..  17 

10 

February  .. 

..  18 

00 

March 

..  18 

50 

April 

..  18 

35 

May 

..  18 

00 

June 

..  17 

60 

July 

..  17 

75 

August 

..  18 

15 

September 

..  17 

40 

October  , , 

..  17 

40 

November 

..  18 

00 

December 

..  19 

00 
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An  average  of  500  labourers  were  employed  (men  and  women), 
against  527  in  1890.  Wages  amounted  to  483,334  m.  34  pf. 
v23,809Z.  12s.),  against  472,533  m.  (23,277/.  lOs.)  in  1890,  and 
paid  a dividend  of  13^  per  cent.,  against  25  per  cent,  in  1890. 

The  spirit  market  has  been  in  a worse  condition  during  1891  The  spirit 
than  we  have  known  it  before.  In  the  first  months  of  the  year  p j ® 
there  was  still  a small  demand  for  export,  which  also  again  stahlberg. 
appeared  in  August  and  September,  yet  the  falling-off  in  export 
to  Spain  in  the  manufacture  of  spirits  for  which  we  w^ere  largely 
concerned  caused  us  to  seek  for  a larger  market  in  Germany,  but 
the  latter  business  remained  a very  limited  one.  In  the  summer 
speculation  on  the  Berlin  Exchange  drove  the  prices  to  an 
extraordinary  height,  the  consequence  being  that  purchasers  only 
bought  what  was  absolutely  necessary.  The  total  consume  in 
Germany  (for  drinking),  according  to  official  statistical  returns, 
were — 

Hectolitres. 

During  the  year  1890. . ..  ..  ..  2,220,000 

„ „ 1891 2,065,000 

Decrease  ..  ..  ..  ..  155,000 

Or  ..  ..  ..  ..  per  cent. 


Far  more  unfavourable  are  the  figures  for  the  export: — 


During  the  year  1890  .. 

„ „ 1890 

Decrease 

Or  a loss  of  more  than  . . 


Hectolitres. 
..  317,000 

..  154,000 

. . 163,000 

. . 50  per  cent. 


The  outlook  for  the  year  1892  is  unfortunately  still  more 
gloomy,  for  export  to  Spain  ceased  on  February  1,  1892,  and  it 
appears  doubtful  if  the  new  treaty  will  contain  any  stipulation 
of  an  advantageous  nature  respecting  spirits  at  all. 

The  report  from  the  factory  of  J.  G.  Weiss  states  that  the  Chicory, 
crop  for  1891  has  been  only  a middling  one,  and  as  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season  the  old  stocks  on  hand  were  completely 
exhausted,  a want  of  material  was  felt  by  the  manufacturers.  This 
affected  the  prices  to  the  extent  of  a sudden  rise  of  2 m.  per  100 
kilos.,  which  remained  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  output  from  this  factory  was  a favourable  and  increasing 
one,  220  tons  more  than  last  year  being  produced.  Export  suffers 
under  the  difference  of  customs  duty  on  the  raw  and  manufactured 
articles  in  foreign  ports.  North  America,  for  instance,  lets  the 
raw  material  in  free,  but  charges  a duty  on  the  manufactured 
article  of  2 c.  per  lb.  The  factory  employed  an  average  of 
100  labourers  (men  and  women),  who  received  62,800  m.  (3,098/. 

13s.)  in  wages. 

The  chemical  factory  of  Pomerensdorf  was  fully  employed  Chemical 
during  1891 ; the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  however,  showed  a works, 
falling-off  in  the  demand  for  sulphuric  acid  and  artificial  manures. 
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Paper  and 
pulp  factories. 


Stettin  soap 
and  candle 
factoiy. 
Breweries. 


Ready-made 

clothing 

factories. 


Building. 


Population. 


the  latter  manifesting  the  want  of  capability  to  buy  on  the’  part 
of  the  agriculturists  in  consequence  of  the  bad  harvest.  The 
weight  of  the  materials  used  amounted  to  79,025  tons;  this  gave 
51,800  tons  of  manufactured  goods.  An  average  of  747  men 
were  daily  employed,  omitting  the  officials,  who  receive  a yearly 
salary,  wages  amounted  to  756,080  m.  (i57,245/.  7s.),  This  com- 
pany declared  a dividend  of  10  per  cent.  The  Union  Chemical 
Factory  declared  a dividend  of  12  per  cent. 

The  Hohenkrug  Paper  and  Pulp  Factory  declared  a dividend 
of  4 per  cent.;  Pulp  Factory  Alt  Damm  declared  a dividend 
of  lO  per  cent. 

The  Stettin  Soap  and  Candle  Factory  declared  a dividend 
of  5 per  cent. 

The  Elisiiim  Brewery  Company  produced  28,618  hectolitres 
of  beer,  and  declared  a dividend  of  3 per  cent. ; 18  brewers  and 
coopers  are  employed,  and  28  labourers  and  waggoners  at  monthly 
wages  averaging  from  75  m.  to  85  m.  and  84  m.  to  105  m. 

The  Stettin  Bergschloss  Brewery  declared  a dividend  of  12 
per  cent. 

The  export  of  ready-made  clothing  from  Stettin  for  men  and 
boys  during  the  year  1890  amounted  in  value  to  12,500,000  m. 
(615,763/.  12s.),  but  in  1891  the  export  value  was  about 
1,500,000  m.  less,  but  in  spite  of  this  reduction  in  value  the  number 
of  persons  employed  is  the  same  as  in  1890,  viz.,  3,600  hands  ; 
850  men  using  their  own  workshops,  who  employ  2,550  male  and 
female  workers ; 525  females  using  their  own  workshops,  who 
employ  1,050  women,  the  latter  working  mostly  at  boys’  clothing. 
For  cutting,  56  cutters,  with  47  machines,  are  employed — of  the 
latter  10  machines  are  worked  by  hand,  three  by  gas  motors,  and 
one  by  an  electric  motor.  Germany  is  the  principal  purchaser  of 
the  clothing  made  in  Stettin ; Holland,  Scandinavia,  and  Switzer- 
land also  receiving  a portion.  The  orders  from  Switzerland  are 
larger  this  year  than  last,  but  this  cannot  remain,  as  the  high 
import  duty  in  the  new  tariff  on  ready-made  clothing  Avill 
interfere  very  largely  with  this  market.  The  outlook  for  the 
business  in  1892  is  not  very  good,  as  there  are  but  few  orders 
coming  in,  and  the  stocks  on  hand  are  over  large. 

The  builders  continue  to  do  a large  business  in  Stettin ; 148 
houses  have  been  completed  and  licensed  during  1891.  On  an 
average  each  house  contains  six  dwellings  or  liats ; this  would 
make  the  actual  increase  of  residences  to  be  888. 

The  above  shows  that  the  population  of  Stettin  is  enlarging 
very  fast;  by  the  census  of  the  last  five  years  (1885  to  1890)  the 
increase  amounted  to  16,596,  but  during  the  year  1891  it  has 
been  estimated  to  have  extended  by  about  4,000  persons.  The 
total  population  of  Stettin  in  1890,  inclusive  of  suburbs,  amounted 
to  154,207. 
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Note. — The  average  rate  of  exchange  has  been  during  the  month  of — 


M. 

pf. 

January  .. 

20 

33 

February 

20 

85 

March 

20 

35 

April 

20 

38 

May  

20 

44 

June 

20 

40 

J Illy 

. . • • . • 

20 

32 

August 

20 

31 

September 

t « • • 

20 

32 

October  ... 

20 

32 

November..  .. 

20 

32 

December . . 



20 

SO 

1 English  shilling 

= 1 mark. 

6 „ pence 

= 50  pfennigs, 

1 „ ton 

= 1,016  kilos. 

1 cwts. 

= 56  „ 

1 meter  centner 

= 100  „ 

1 centner 

= 50 

1 kilo. 

= 2 lbs. 
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Ko. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

996.  Galatz 

, * 

l^d. 

1056.  Corunna  , « 

• • 

• « 

2id. 

997.  Nantes 

• 

lid. 

1057.  Saigon  . « 

# « 

• • 

Id. 

998.  Algiers 

• 

, , 

Id. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

999.  Havre 

• 

, , 

2id. 

1059.  Trebizond  ,« 

• • 

• a 

Id. 

1000.  Buenos  Ayres 

• 

, , 

6d. 

1060.  Barcelona  •« 

• • 

• • 

1001.  Baltimore 

lid. 

1061.  Tainan  •• 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1002.  Taganrog 

, , 

• 

, , 

Id. 

1062.  Smyrna  . , 

• • 

lid. 

1003.  Riga . . 

2d. 

1063.  Old  Calabar. « 

• • 

• • 

id. 

1004.  Bordeaux 

, , 

• 

, . 

2id. 

1064.  Samoa  . , 

• • 

• • 

id. 

1005.  The  Hague 

• • 

lid. 

1065.  Tahiti  « . 

• • 

• 0 

Id. 

1006.  Paraguay 

, , 

lid. 

1066.  Chefoo  •• 

, * 

• • 

6d. 

1007.  Constantinople 

« • 

lid. 

1067.  Gothenburg., 

« • 

• • 

2d. 

1008.  Rome 

• • 

Id. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

* , 

lid. 

1009.  Mozambique 

Id. 

1069.  Loanda  , . 

« • 

lid. 

1010.  Wenchow 

Id. 

1070.  Guatemala  .. 

• • 

• % 

Id. 

1011.  Mogador 

2id. 

1071.  Zanzibar  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1012.  Amoy 

• 

• • 

Id. 

1072.  Charleston  .. 

• • 

• • • 

:2id. 

1013.  Kiukiang 

• • 

« • 

• • 

Id. 

1073.  Nice  . , . , 

Id. 

1014.  Stettin 

• « 

• 

• • 

lid. 

1074.  Caracas  , , 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1015.  Boston 

• 

• • 

Id. 

1075.  Lisbon  , . 

• « 

• • 

2d. 

1016.  Callao 

Id. 

1076.  Calais  . . 

• • 

• • 

2d. 

1017.  Aleppo 

Id. 

1077.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

• • 

5id, 

1018.  Santos 

• # 

2id. 

1078.  Philadelphia 

• • 

« • 

2id. 

1019.  Pirffiiis 

, , 

Id. 

1079.  Brindisi  , . 

• • 

• • 

2d. 

1020.  Mogador 

, . 

Id. 

1080.  New  York  ,, 

• • 

2d. 

1021.  Adrianople 

, * 

, , 

, , 

id. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

• • 

lid. 

1022.  Tripoli 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1082.  Frankfort  . , 

• • 

4d. 

1023.  Jerusalem 

, . 

, , 

Id. 

1083,  Hiogo 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1024.  Odessa 

, , 

6d. 

1084.  Tokio  . , 

• • 

lid. 

1025,  Genoa 

, , 

, , 

lid. 

1085.  Amsterdam,, 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1026.  Kinngchow 

Id. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

• • 

• • 

3d. 

1027.  Batoum 

. « 

. . 

, , 

4id. 

1087.  Bangkok  , , 

• t 

id. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

, , 

. , 

Id. 

1088.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1029.  Batavia 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai  . , 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

« • 

id. 

1090.  Copenhagen., 

• • 

• • 

id. 

1031.  San  Jose 

• • 

, . 

Id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

• • 

t « 

id. 

1032.  Manila 

, , 

• • 

. . 

lid. 

1092,  Bushire  . . 

• • 

• • 

2d. 

1033.  Marseilles 

, . 

• • 

Id. 

1093.  Tamsui  . . 

« • 

• • 

Id. 

1034.  Swatow 

. . 

, . 

Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

Id. 

1035.  Paris.. 

. . 

. . 

. , 

Id. 

1095.  Port  Said  . . 

Id. 

1036.  Ichang 

. . 

. . 

. . 

5d. 

1096.  Guatemala  . . 

id. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

. . 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1097,  Chungking  . , 

9d. 

1038,  Foochow 

. . 

, . 

. . 

Id. 

1098  .Nagasaki 

Id. 

1039.  Brest. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

• • 

2d. 

1040.  Madeira 

. . 

. . 

id. 

1100,  Buenos  Ayres 

1101.  Shanghai 

id. 

1041.  Antwerp 

. . 

. . 

lid. 

2d. 

1042.  Taganrog 

. . 

. . 

. . 

2id. 

1102.  Jeddah 

id. 

1043,  Algiers 

. . 

. . 

. . 

2id. 

1103.  Chicago 

3d. 

1044.  Hankow 

lid. 

1104.  Erzeroum  .. 

id. 

1045.  Nantes 

. , 

U-d. 

1105,  Loanda  .. 

3d. 

1046.  Belgrade 

. . 

. . 

2d. 

1 106.  Macao 

id. 

1047.  Fiiiine 

. . 

, . 

Id. 

1107.  Canton 

Id. 

]0<i8.  Wiihu 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo.. 

lid. 

1049.  Cagliari 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1109,  Tunis 

1 id. 

1050.  Eizeroum 

. . 

. . 

, . 

Id. 

1110.  Sofia.. 

1051.  Syra  . . 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei  ,, 

lid. 

1052,  Cherbourg 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1112.  Athens  .. 

,, 

2id. 

1053.  Lima.. 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1113.  Alexandria  .. 

2d. 

1054.  Bilbao 

. . 

. . 

, . 

lid. 

1114.  Vienna 

Id. 

1055.  Cadiz 

•• 

•• 

•• 

2d. 

1115,  Stettin  ,, 

. . 

. . 

2id. 

No.  1116 
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SWITZERLAND. 

BERNE. 


Mr.  Scott  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury^  , 

My  Lord,  Berne,  August  13,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith 
a Keport  on  the  Finances  of  Switzerland  for  the  year  1891, 
which  has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  Second  Secretary  to 
Her  Majesty’s  Legation. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  S.  SCOTT. 
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The  report  furnished  last  year  by  Her  Majesty’s  Legat.ion  on 
the  finances  of  Switzerland  described  in  detail  the  various  sources 
of  revenue  at  the  disposal  of  the  Confederation,  as  well  as  the 
expenditure  which  the  administration  of  the  Federal  Government 
entails  on  the  country.  In  the  present  report,  therelore,  little 
more  can  be  done  than  to  compare  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of 
1891  with  that  of  1890. 

The  Budget  for  the  year  estimated  the  total  revenue  at 
2,625,520/.,  and  the  total  expenditure  at  3,141,092/.,  thus  leaving 
a deficit  of  515,572/.,  which  was  subsequently  increased  to 
655,200/.  by  the  supplementary  credits  voted  by  the  Federal 
Assembly. 

The  actual  revenue  for  the  year,  however,  amounted  to 
2,761,677/.,  being  an  increase  of  186,157/.  on  the  estimates,  of 
which  amount  122,160/.  were  derived  from  increased  customs 
receipts. 

Expenditure,  on  the  other  hand,  was  reduced  to  2,920,481/.,  a 
saving  of  26,000/.  being  effected  in  the  administration  of  the 
post-office,  while  29,240/.  on  account  of  public  works,  246,160/. 
on  account  of  the  manufacture  of  the  new  magazine  rifle,  and 
34,800/.  for  the  fortifications  on  the  St.  Gothard  were  not  expended 
during  the  year. 

The  deficit,  therefore,  after  deducting  the  sum  of  87,314/. 
carried  forward  on  account  of  surplus  revenue  in  1 890,  is  reduced 
to  121,490/.  This  result,  however,  is  only  obtained  by  postponing 
expenditure  to  the  amount  of  310,000/.  from  the  past  to  the 
present  year,  so  that,  if  this  sum  were  included,  the  real  deficit 
would  figure  at  431,690/. 

The  following  tables  give  a summary  of  the  gross  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  the  Federal  Administration  for  the  year  1891 : — 
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Kevenuej. 


Cate- 

Description. 

Amount. 

gories. 

Sterling. 

1 

Sterling. 

I. 

Income  derived  from  property  belonging  to 
the  Confederation — 

a.  Re:il  property — of  which  the  capital 

£ 

£ 

value  is  estimated  at  356,360/. 
h.  Capital  — amounting  to  2,024,436/. 
invested  in  home  and  foreign 

* • 

13,454 

securities 

And  to  393,387?.  invested  in  pro- 

• • 

. 34,389 

JI. 

ductive  Government  works 

Receipts  of  the  various  Departments  — 

* • 

15,735 

a.  Federal  Chancery 

i * * 

596 

h.  „ Tribunal  . . 

1 

i 

504 

c.  Foreign  Office 

9,050 

d.  Justice  and  Folice  .. 

e.  War  office — 

i.  Half  of  the  produce  of  tax  for 
exemption  from  militaiy  service. . 

65,518 

40 

ii.  Powder  monopoly  . . . . ’ . . 

iii.  Sale  of  cavalry  horses 

49,. 510 
16,575 

iv.  Military  workshops  . . 

493 

V.  Various 

/.  Finance— 

i.  Import  duties  ' 

ii.  Export  „ ' . . . . 

iii.  Warehousing,  fines,  and  other  re- 

ceipts from  customs  * 

3,420 

1,244,562 

4,450 

12,721 

125,519 

iv.  Administiatlon  ofmint  .. 

99,299 

1,361,032 

g.  Trade  and  agrculture  .. 

h.  Railways,  post  and  telegraphs — 

i.  Railways  ..  ..  .. 

ii.  Post  . . . . . . . . . . 

iii.  Telegraphs  ..  - 

3,590 

1,014,860 

175,512 

6,923 

1,193,062 

III. 

Incidental  receipts  . . 

• • 

473 

Grand  total  . . 

•• 

2,761,677 

(1394; 
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SWITZERLAND. 


Expentiture, 


Amount. 

Cate- 

Dcsciiption. 

gorics. 

Sterling. 

Sterling. 

{ 

I. 

1 Federal  de^t— 

£ 

£ 

a.  Ini  crest  on  1887  loan  of  1,166,000^.  at 

per  cent. 

. . 

40,810 

1).  Interest  on  1889  loan  of  1,000,000?.  at 

Sg  per  cent. 

35,000 

c.  Amortisation  of  1887  loan — 4 th  annual 

payment . . . . . . . . , , 

. . 

29,920 

d.  Expenses  connected  with  the  service  of 

the  debt . . . . , . , . • . . 

•• 

334 

IT. 

General  administration — 

a.  National  Council..  ..  .. 

9,070 

h.  Council  of  States  . . . . , , , . 

• • 

812 

c.  Federal  Council  . . . . • • , . 

« • 

3,420 

d.  „ Chancery 

e.  „ Tribunal . , . . . . 

• • 

16.770 

6,270 

III. 

Departments  of  Government— 

a.  Foreign  Office  . • . « . « 

b.  Interior — 

• • 

35,736 

i.  Public  works..  ..  ..  .. 

163,992 

ii.  Subsidies  to  cantons  for  public  works 

iii.  „ scientific  and  educa- 

95,433 

tional  institutions,  &c.  ..  .. 

47,667 

iv.  Various  . . . . . . 

22,782 

329,774 

c.  Justice  and  Police  .. 

d.  Finance — 

•• 

5,368 

i.  Customs 

'114,820 

ii.  The  Mint 

92,038 

iii.  Various  ..  ..  ..  .. 

24,167 

231,025 

e.  War  Office — 

i.  Permanent  staff  of  officers,  in- 

structors, clerks,  &c. 

58,840 

ii.  Instruction  and  recruiting  . . 

359,310 

iii.  Clothing,  arms,  and  equipment 

iv.  Purchase  of  cavalry  horses  and 

282,006 

expenses  of  cavalry  remounts 

64,300 

V.  Subvention  to  rifle  societies 
vi.  War  material 

vii.  Military  establishments  and  forti- 

9  917 
67,808 

fications 

103,675 

viii.  Powder  monopoly  ..  .. 

43,648 

ix.  Various  ..  ♦. 

18,675 

1,008,179 

g.  Trade  and  agriculture — 

1 

1 

i.  Grants  to  technical  schools  , . 

ii.  Encouragement  of  agriculture, 

15,969 

grants  to  horticultural  and  dairy 
schools 

2.3,474 

iii.  Encouragement  of  cattle  breeding. . 

7,638 

iv.  ,,  horse  „ .. 

7,400 

i 

i 

V.  Various  ..  ..  .. 

15,216 

69,697 

Berne, 
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ExrENDiTURE— oontinuctl. 


Cate- 

Description. 

Amount. 

gorics. 

Sterling. 

Sterling. 

HI. 

Departments  of  Government — continued — 
h.  Railways,  post  and  telegraphs  . . 

i.  Railways  . . , . . . 

ii.  Post  . . , , , 

iii.  Telegraphs  ..  •• 

£ 

8,380 

947,384 

141,089 

£ 

1,096,853 

IV. 

Incidental  expenses  .«  •.  .« 

• « 

1,443 

Grand  total  . . . . • « 

• • 

2,920,481 

A comparison  of  the  above  returns  gives  us  the  following 
results  as  regards  the  net  revenue  of  the  Confederation  and  the 
actual  cost  of  the  various  departments  of  the  Government  after 
deducting  the  amount  of  the  receipts  obtained  by  each  of  them 
individually  from  certain  branches  of  their  Administration  ; — 


Net  Revenue. 

Description. 

1 

Amount. 

Interest  on  the  fortune  and  property  of  the  Confederation. , 
Tax  for  exemption  from  military  service  . . 

Customs  . . 

Post  .... 

Telegraphs  ] . . . . • . . . 

£ 

63,578 

55,518 

1,146,913 

67,476 

34,423 

Total  . . . . 

1,367,908 

Expenses  of  the  General  Administration, 

Description. 

Amount. 

Interest  on  Federal  Debt  . . . . . . , . , . 

Federal  Council,  Assembly,  Tribunal,  and  Chancery 

Army 

Pnblic^works  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .i 

Grants  to  educational  and  scientific  institutions,  &c.. . 
Technical  education  . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Encouragement  01  agriculture,. 

Government  Departments  and  other  incidents  of  expendi- 
ture not  included  in  any  of  the  above  , . 

£ 

106,064 

35,242 

I 938,178 

259,425 
! 47,567 

15,969 

1 38,512 

i 

1 . 85,757 

Net  revenue 
and  actual 
cost  of 
the  Federal 
Adminis- 
tration. 
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SWITZEIRLAND. 


No  direct 
taxes  levied 
hy  t’le  Con- 
federation. 


Customs 

receipts. 


^ j revenue 
of  1891 
compared 
with  that  of 
1890. 

Comparison 
of  the  customs 
receipts  of 
1891  and 
1S90. 


Comparison  ^ 
the  expendi- 
ture of  1891 
with  1890. 


The  Confederation  has  no  power  to  levy  any  direct  tax,  and 
its  chief  source  of  revenue  is,  as  will  have  been  seen,  derived  from 
the  customs.  The  tax  for  exemption  from  military  service  is 
levied  through  the  cantons,  the  proceeds  being  divided  equally 
between  them  and  the  Confederation. 

The  following  are  among  the  principal  imports  from  which  the 
customs  revenue  is  derived  : — 


Description. 

Amount  of  Duties 
Paid. 

£ 

Wine  in  casks  , , 

. . • • 

■ 180,?!40’'  ■ 

Sugar 

. . • • 

147,500 

Alcohol  in  casks.  . 

• • • • 

64,040 

Cereals  . . 

55,800 

Wrought  iron 

51,270 

Eaw  tobacco 

, , 

41,360 

Cattle 

e • 

34,500 

Woollen  tissues  . 

. . • . 

, , 

31,440 

Petroleum 

* , 

25,190 

Flour 

20,910 

Cotton  textiles  . . 

•• 

17,620 

Comparing  the  total  revenue  of  1891  with  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  we  find  an  increase  of  56,827/.  The  receipts  of  the 
post-office  were  larger  by  47,860/.,  those  of  the  customs  hy 
11,400/.,  and  those  of  the  powder  monopoly  by  9,400/.,  while  the 
receipts  of  the  mint  fell  off  by  11,600/. 

A comparison  of  the  customs  returns  for  the  two  years  shoAvs 
an  increase  of  receipts  under  the  following  headings  : — 


Description. 

Amount  of 
Increase, 

Wine  in  cash s .. 
Alcohol  in  casks. . 
W rought  iron  . . 

' Cereals  . . 

Flour 

Petroleum 

£ 

26,700 

8,080 

.5,300 

2,260 

1,730 

1,530 

On  the  other  hand,  the  yield  of  the  duties  on  sugar  decreased 
by  2,300/.,  on  cattle  by  9,000/,,  and  on  raw  tobacco  by  47,940/. 
The  decrease  in  the  amount  yielded  by  the  sugar  and  tobacco 
duties  was  owing  to  an  unusually  large  importation  of  these 
articles  in  1890. 

The  total  expenditure  during  the  year  was  greater  by 
252,946/.  than  in  the  preceding  year.  There  was  an  increased 
outlay  of  145,000/.  on  the  army,  chiefly  on  account  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  while  the  cost  of  the  administration  of  the  post- 
office  increased  by  71,000/=,  owing  in  great  measure  to  the  fixet 
that  the  Railway  Act  of  1890,  by  reducing  the  hours  of  employ- 
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ment  of  thos3  engaged  on  railway  and  otlicr  transport  services, 
lias  necessitate  1 a considerable  addition  to  its  staff. 

As  regards  the  financial  prospects  of  the  current  year,  the  P]fttimates  for 
Budget  voted  last  December  estimated  the  revenue  at  2,7(i2,000/., 
an  increase  of  323/.  on  that  of  1891,  and  the  expenditure  at 
3,291,280/.,  an  increase  of  370,799/.  The  deficit  of  529,280/.,  Extraordinary 
includes  262,144/.  for  the  new  rifle,  144,000/.  for  ammunition  for 
it,  and  80,000/.  for  the  St.  Gothard  fortifications,  thus  making  a ^ 
total  of  486,144/.  on  account  of  extraordinary  military  expendi- 
ture, while  there  will  remain  an  ordinary  deficit  of  78,400/.  The 
large  deficits  which  have  for  the  last  three  years  marked  each 
successive  Budget  will,  it  is  hoped,  no  longer  appear  after  the  end 
of  the  present  year.  By  that  time  the  extraoi dinary  military 
expenditure  will  have  been  completed,  while  the  deficits  which  it 
has  caused  will  have  been  covered  by  the  loan  of  1 ,000,000/.  raised 
for  the  purpose  in  1889.  There  will,  however,  still  remain  certain 
rather  heavy  items  of  military  expenditure.  From  the  commence- 
ment of  1893  the  necessary  purchases  of  arms  for  the  annual 
contingent  of  recruits,  which  have  been  suspended  during  the 
introduction  of  the  new  rifle,  will  have  to  be  resumed,  and  will 
entail  an  annual  outlay  of  32,000/.,  while  for  the  period  between 
1893  and  1917  the  amortisation  of  the  1889  loan  will  necessitate 
an  annual  increase  of  expenditure  to  the  amount  of  40,000/. 

The  fortifications  about  to  be  constructed  at  St.  Maurice  in  Cost  of  the 
order,  to  guard  against  any  attempt  which  might,  in  the  event  of  ^ 
future  complications,  be  made  either  on  the  French  or  on  the  atVt.^ 
Italian  side  to  force  a passage  through  tlie  Valais,  are  to  co^t  Maurice. 
84,000/.,  while  the  proposed  completion  of  the  fortifications  of  the 
Khone  Valley  by  the  erection  of  defensive  works  at  Martigny, 
will,  if  carried  out,  entail  considerable  additional  expenditure. 

An  augmentation  of  expenditure  will  also  be  occasioned  when 
the  measure  for  compulsory  insurance  against  accidents  and  sick- 
ness is  finally  adopted,  while  the  claims  of  the  cantons  for  sub- 
ventions on  account  of  public  works,  technical  education,  and  the 
encouragement  of  agriculture  become  every  year  more  pressing. 

In  submitting  the  estimates  for  the  current  year  the  Federal  Financial 
Council  referred  to  these  various  items  of  prospective  expendi-  outlook, 
tore,  and  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  either  restricting  further 
expenditure  or  of  creating  fresh  sources  of  supply.  This  warning 
note  as  to  the  future  was  doubtless  intended  to  discourage  further 
claims  for  subventions  on  the  part  of  the  cantons,  for,  in  spite  of 
the  outlay  on  its  army,  the  resources  at  present  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Confederation  ought  to  prove  sufficient  for  its  requirements  in 
ordinary  years.  During  the  past  year,  in  which  the  expenditure 
on  the  St.  Gothard  fortifications  and  the  magazine  rifle  amounted 
to  over  100,000/.,  the  total  cost  of  the  army  was  but  938,178/., 
while  the  only  other  heavy  item  of  expenditure  was  259,425/.  on 
account  of  public  works. 

The  net  receipts  from  customs  amounted,  on  the  other  hand,  to  increased 
1,146,913/.,  and  the  higher  duties  of  the  new  tariff  will  probably  customs 
produce  160,000/.,  or  180,000/.  more,  as  the  returns  for  the  fii-gt  J'eceipts  under 
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half  of  the  current  year  show  an  increase  of  over  90,000/.  on  those 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1891.  In  the  event,  however,  of  the 
Federal  revenue  falling  short  of  the  amount  required  by  the 
Government,  a considerable  field  of  retrenchment  can  be  found  in 
the  domain  of  public  works,  which  are  at  present  carried  out  on  a 
scale  somewhat  out  of  proportion  to  the  resources  of  the  country. 
Should,  therefore,  no  unforeseen  cause  of  expenditure  arise,  it  is 
not  probable  that  there  will  be  any  occasion  to  create  fresh  sources 
of  supply. 

The  Federal  alcohol  monopoly,  though  under  the  control  and 
management  of  the  Federal  Government,  does  not  contribute 
towards  the  Federal  revenue.  The  proceeds  of  its  administration 
are  divided  among  the  cantons  in  proportion  to  their  population, 
and  they  are  bound  in  return  to  expend  a tenth  part  of  the  money 
thus  received  in  combating  the  causes  and  effects  of  alcoholism. 

As  has  already  been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  the 
monopoly  was  created  with  the  triple  object  of  providing  a fiscal 
revenue,  of  diminishing  the  consumption  of  alcohol,  and  of 
ensuring  the  purity  of  the  spirits  consumed  in  the  country.  The 
report  of  its  administration  for  1891  shows  an  increase  of  receipts 
to  the  amount  of  2,460/.  on  the  preceding  year.  The  receipts  were 
made  up  as  follows : — 


Receipts. 

Description. 

Amount. 

£ 

Balance  from  1890  ..  ..  ..  .. 

60 

Sale  of  “ trois  six  ’’  and  raw  spirit  for  drinking  purposes  . . 

471,934 

Sale  of  denaturalised  spirit  for  industiial  purposes  . . 

67,668 

Produce  of  tax  levied  by  the  R6gie  on  all  manufactured 

spirit  imported  private!)',  and  on  articles  containing 

spirit  or  ingredients  for  its  manufacture. . ..  . . 

32,893 

Sale  of  casks  ..  ..  ..  .«  ..  ..  .. 

3,047 

Various ..  •«  •»  .. 

3,320 

Total  .«  ..  g.  ..  *•  .. 

578,922 

The  expenditure,  on  the  other  hand,  was  29,406/.  greater  than 
in  1890,  and  amounted  to  338,382/. 


Herne. 
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Expenuituub. 


Description. 


Amortisation  of  debt  ..  ..  «.  ••  .. 

Interest  on  debt. . ..  «« 

Cost  of  the  central  office 

Purchase  of  “ trois-six  ” and  raw  material  from  abroad 
„ „ „ „ of  native  origin 

Purchase  of  spirit  for  denaturalisation 
Drawbacks  on  spirit  contained  in  articles  exported  . . 

Cost  of  transport  . . . . . . . . . . 

Cost  of  warehousing  ...  . . 

Various 


Total 


Amount. 


£ 

23,600 

7,434 

5,041 

141,809 

62,617 

62,203 

8,420 

7,956 

5,559 

10,743 

338,382 


This  increased  expenditure  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
supplies  required  by  the  Regie  for  the  year  1892  necessitated  the 
purchase  from  abroad  of  a larger  quantity  than  usual  of  trois- 
six  ” and  raw  spirit,  at  a time  when  the  price  of  these  articles  had 
risen,  owing  to  the  poorness  of  the  potato  crop  and  to  the  bad 
harvest  which  had  been  general  throughout  Europe. 

The  Rdgie  has  business  relations  with  56  foreign  firms  in 
Germany,  Austria-Hungary,  Italy,  Denmark,  and  North 
America.  During  the  course  of  the  past  year  its  director  and 
chemist  visited  16  of  these  establishments  in  order  to  study  their 
technical  capacities  and  to  confer  with  their  managers  as  to  the 
best  means  of  ensuring  and  of  testing  the  standard  of  purity 
required  by  the  Regie  in  all  spirits  which  it  imports  from  abroad. 
The  results  of  these  visits  are  said  to  have  been  highly 
satisfactory,  as  the  analysis  of  the  alcohol  subsequently  supplied 
by  two  of  the  firms  thus  visited  showed  an  improvement  of  from 
40  per  cent,  to  60  per  cent. 

Experiments  made  during  the  year  in  distillation  from 
bananas  are  reported  to  have  yielded  good  results,  and  it  is 
intended  this  year  to  test  the  effects  of  various  antiseptics, 
especially  of  fluoric  acid,  as  agents  for  promoting  fermentation. 

As  regards  the  rate  of  alcoholic  consumption  in  Switzerland 
there  is  nothing  to  add  to  last  year’s  report.  It  has  remained 
more  or  less  stationary  for  the  past  two  years,  and  may 
be  rouglily  estimated  at  about  six  litres  per  head  of  population, 
being  a decrease  of  nearly  four  litres  since  the  year  1885. 

Proposals  for  the  creation  of  State  monopolies  of  tobacco,  for 
the  manufacture  of  lucifer  matches,  and  for  the  utilisation  of  the 
water  power  of  the  country  for  industrial  purposes  continue  to 
occupy  public  attention,  but  have  not  as  yet  been  brouglit  before 
the  Federal  Assembly.  Last  year,  however,  a Bill  for  the 
creation  of  a Federal  monopoly  for  the  issue  of  bank  notes  was 
passed  by  the  two  Chambers  and  accepted  by  the  people  at  the 
Referendum.  Two-thirds  of  the  profits  which  it  may  eventually 
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yield  are  to  be  divided  among  the  cantons,  while  the  remaining 
third  is  to  be  paid  into  the  Federal  treasury.  The  question, 
however,  as  to  whether  the  bank  to  .be  created  is  to  partake  of 
the  character  of  a Slate  bank  or  of  a private  bank  under  State 
control  has  still  to  be  decided  before  any  practical  effect  can  be 
given  to  this  decision.  ‘ 

Bank  notes  to  the  value  of  7.000,000/.  are  at  present  issued  by 
34  different  cantonal  banks.  That  of  Zurich  heads  the  list  witli 
an  issue  of  864,000/.;  then  come  the  Geneva  and  Bale  Banks, 
each  with  an  issue  of  800,000/.,  and  the  Bank  of  Berne  with  an 
issue  of  600,000/.  Two  banks  of  the  canton  of  Fribourg  have  an 
issue  of  only  40,000/.  and  30,000/.  respectively,  but  their  notes 
have  but  little  circulation. 

40  per  cent,  of  the  notes  issued  must  always  be  covered  by 
a metallic  reserve.  This  reserve  amounts  at  present  to  3,520,000/., 
of  which  2,680,000/.  are  in  gold  and  840,000/.  in  silver. 

lleference  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  steps  taken  in 
the  direction  of  the  nationalisation  of  Swiss  railways.  The 
number  of  privileged  shares  of  the  Jura-Simplon  Bailway  at 
present  held  by  the  Confederation  is  77,090,  and  the  interest 
derived  from  them.,  as  well  as  from  the  still  unemployed  portion 
of  the  1890  railway  loan  of  2,773,200/.,  amounted  last  year  to 
92,824/.,  while  the  interest  on  the  debt  and  other  contingent 
expenses  came  to  88,146/.  There  thus  remained  a surplus  of 
4,678/.,  being  2,385/.  less  than  in  1890,  to  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  sinking  fund.  The  surplus  for  the  current  year 
will  probably  be  still  further  reduced,  as,  in  consequence  of 
certain  extraordinary  expenses,  the  company  is  not  likely  to  be  in 
a position  to  continue  to  pay  a dividend  of  4i  per  cent,  on  these 
shares. 

The  proposed  purchase  of  the  Centra]  Railway  Avas,  on 
submission  to  the  Referendum  at  the  end  of  last  year,  rejected  by 
an  overwhelming  majority.  This  popular  veto  of  a measure  that 
had  been  adopted  by  the  Federal ' Assembly  is,  however, 
considered  as  levelled  rather  against  the  mode  of  purchase 
hitherto  adopted  by  the  Confederation  than  against  the  principle 
of  State  purchase  itself.  The  advocates  of  this  policy  are  far 
from  being  disconcerted  by  what  they  regard  as  a mere 
temporary  check,  and  look  forward  to  its  eventual  realisation  in 
a form  which  may  prove  more  acceptable  to  the  people  than  that 
in  which  it  was  originally  presented  to  them. 

It  would  require  too  much  space  to  review  the  financial 
administration  of  all  the  25  sovereign  cantons,  and,  as  the  general 
principles  of  cantonal  taxation  as  applied  in  the  canton  of  Vaud, 
were  fully  explained  in  last  year’s  report,  it  wall  be  sufficient  this 
year  to  give  the  latest  statistics  of  the  total  revenue,  expenditure, 
and  debt  of  the  cantons. 

Their  combined  revenue  in  the  year  1890  amounted  to 
3,166,080/.,  and  their  expenditure  to  3,207,120/.,  as  against 
3,155,280/.  revenue  and  3,146,000/.  expenditure  in  1889.  The 
average  rate  of  cantonal  expenditure  amounted  to  1/.  Is.  lOd.  per 
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head  of  population,  while  the  rate  of  Federal  expenditure  was 
18.s\  9^/.  The  rate  of  expenditure  was  highest  in  the  cantons  of 
Brde-Ville,  Geneva,  Berne,  and  Ziirich,  being  3Z.  8.s*.  4r/., 

2/.  3.9,  Ad.^  11.  12s.  9d.y  and  1/.  6s.  8d.  respectively,  while  in  the 
half  canton  of  Appenzell-ausser-llhoden  it  was  as  low  as  5s.  lOc/. 

The  CDinbined  debts  of  the  cantons  amounted  in  tlie  same 
year  to  10,379,320/.,  as  against  11,137,400/.  in  1889.  The 
canton  of  Berne  has  a debt  of  2,031,560/.,  the  canton  of  Zurich  of 
1,216,480/.,  while  the  cantons  of  Bale-Campagne,  Schaffhausen, 
and  Appenzell-ausser-Bhoden  are  entirely  free  from  debt. 

The  dissimilarity  of  the  financial  status  of  Swiss  communes,  Financial 
to  which  reference  w’as  made  last  year,  is  well  illustrated  by 
statistics  which  have  now  been  collected  for  the  first  time  in 
regard  to  the  finances  of  the  more  important  Swiss  communes 
with  over  3,000  inhabitants. 

The  first  in  importance  is  the  commune  of  Berne,  credited 
with  property  to  the  value  of  1,363,080/.,  and  with  a debt  of 
497,070/.,  while  among  the  other  85  communes,  of  which  returns 
are  published,  may  be  mentioned  : — 


Communes. 

Value  of  Property. 

Amount  of  Debt. 

£ 

£ 

Geneva 

1,473,584 

846,000 

Lausanne  . , 

4.55,106 

237,110 

Zurich  . . 

267,566 

1,150,600 

Lucerne 

409,876 

170,041 

Neuchatel  .« 

382,680 

301,680 

Solothurn  . . 

362,415 

27,560 

Schaffhausen 

293,290 

50,308 

Winterthur . . 

30,919 

604,329 

Many  of  the  communes,  like  Berne,  possess  a double  indi-  Dual 
viduality,  being  composed  of  what  is  called  the  Burger 
Gemeinde,^’  or  commune  of  the  Burghers,  who  are  entitled  to  a communes, 
share  in  the  communal  property,  and  that  of  the  inhabitants 
generally  who  form  the  municipality.  In  the  above  returns  no 
distinction  is  made  between  the  property  of  the  Burger 
Gemeinde  ” and  any  general  municipal  funds.  On  the  other 
hand,  with  the  exception  of  Lausanne,  which  has  no  munici- 
pality, and  of  Berne,  where  three-fifths  of  the  total  debt  concern 
the  “ Burger  Gemeinde  exclusively,  all  the  debts  have  been 
contracted  by  the  different  municipalities  for  general  purposes. 

It  will  have  been  seen  from  the  above  returns  how  immensely 
the  rate  of  communal  taxation  must  vary  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  and  what  heavy  calls  are  sometimes  made  on  the 
Swiss  citizen  by  his  commune  and  his  canton,  while  to  the  Con- 
federation he  has  to  pay  the  personal  tax  of  compulsory  military 
service. 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

999.  Havre 

, , 

2id. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

Id. 

1000.  Buenos  Ayres 

, , 

6d. 

1059.  Trebizond  ., 

Id. 

1001.  Baltimore 

• • 

l^d. 

1060.  Barcelona  .. 

l|d. 

1002.  Taganrog 

• • 

• 

Id. 

1061.  Tainan  ,, 

Id. 

1003.  Eiga.. 

2d. 

1062.  Smyrna  .,  , 

l|d. 

1004.  Bordeaux 

• 

, * 

2id. 

1063.  Old  Calabar. , 

• • 

Id. 

1005.  The  Hague 

• • 

• 4 

1^. 

1064.  Samoa  ,, 

Id. 

1006.  Paraguay 

. , 

• 

, , 

Ud. 

1065,  Tahiti  .,  , 

• « 

Id. 

1007,  Constantinople 

• 

, , 

l|d. 

1066,  Chefoo  .,  , 

• • 

6d. 

1008.  Rome 

, , 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1067.  Gothenburg 

• « 

2d. 

1009.  Mozambique 

• • 

, . 

Id. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres  , 

• • 

l|d. 

1010.  Wenchow 

• • 

Id. 

1069.  Loanda  ,, 

l|d. 

1011.  Mogador 

, * 

• • 

2|d. 

1070.  Guatemala  ., 

• • 

Id. 

1012.  Amoy 

, * 

Id. 

1071.  Zanzibar 

• • 

Id. 

1013.  Kiukiang 

* , 

Id. 

1072.  Charleston  ., 

2|d. 

1014.  Stettin 

Hd. 

1073.  Nice 

Id. 

1015.  Boston 

, , 

Id. 

1074.  Caracas  ., 

Id. 

1016.  Callao 

,, 

• • 

Id. 

1075.  Lisbon 

2d. 

1017.  Aleppo 

. , 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1076.  Calais 

2d. 

1018.  Santos 

, , 

< • 

2id. 

1077,  Eio  Grande  do  Sul. 

5|d. 

1019.  Piraeus 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia  , 

2|d. 

1020.  Mogador 

, , 

• • 

Id. 

1079.  Brindisi  ..  , 

• • 

2d. 

1021.  Adrianople 

1022.  Tripoli 

• • 

• • 

^d. 

1080.  New  York  . , , 

• • 

2d. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1081.  San  Francisco  , 

• • 

l|d. 

1023.  Jerusalem 

1082.  Frankfort  ,.  , 

4d. 

1024.  Odessa 

t • 

6d. 

1083.  Hiogo  .,  , 

• • 

l|d. 

1025.  Genoa 

• 4 

Hd. 

1084.  Tokio  ,,  , 

• • 

l|d. 

1026.  Kiungcliow 

Id. 

1085.  Amsterdam.. 

Id, 

1027.  Batoum 

4id. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

3d. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

• t 

id. 

1087.  Bangkok  .. 

t • 

Id. 

1029.  Batavia 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1088.  Soul 

l|d. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

• • 

Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1031.  San  Jos6 

e • 

Id. 

1090.  Copenhagen 

• • 

Id. 

1032.  Manila 

t 9 

• • 

, * 

l|d. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

• • 

id. 

1033.  Marseilles 

• • 

• • 

, * 

Id. 

1092.  Bushire 

2d. 

1034.  Swatow 

• • 

Id. 

1093  Tamsui 

• • 

Id. 

1035.  Paris., 

Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk  ., 

• • 

Id. 

1036.  Tchang 

• • 

• • 

5d. 

1095.  Port  Said  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala.. 

• • 

Id. 

1038.  Foochow 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1097.  Chungking. . 

9d. 

1039.  Brest.. 

Id. 

1098.  Nagasaki  •• 

• • 

Id. 

1040.  Madeira 

• • 

Id. 

1099.  Coi  stantinople 

2d. 

1041.  Antwerp 

• • 

l|d. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

Id. 

1042.  Taganrog 

• • 

• • 

2|d. 

1101.  Shanghai  .. 

• « 

2d. 

1043.  Algiers 

• • 

• « 

• . 

2|d. 

1102.  .Icddah 

. « 

Id. 

1044.  Hankow 

• « 

l|d. 

1103.  Chicago 

• • 

3d. 

1045.  Nantes 

• 4 

lid. 

1104.  Erzeroum  .. 

Id. 

1046.  Belgrade 

9 • 

9 4 

2d. 

1105.  liOanda 

3d. 

1047.  Fiume 

Id. 

1106.  .Mac.io 

, , 

id. 

1048.  Wuhu 

Id. 

1107.  Canton 

Id. 

1049.  Cagliari 

, * 

Id. 

1108.  l‘aramaribo  . 

l|d. 

1050.  Erzeroum 

Id. 

1109.  Tunis 

l|d. 

1051.  Syra.. 

Id. 

lllf^.  Sofia 

* , 

3d. 

1052.  Cherbourg 

, , 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei  .. 

, , 

lid. 

1058.  Lima 

Id. 

1112.  .\  thens  . . 

, , 

21d. 

1054.  Bilbao 

• • 

l|d. 

1113.  Alexandria  . , 

, , 

2d. 

1055.  Cadiz 

2d. 

1114.  Vienna  .« 

Id. 

1056.  Corunna 

, , 

2^d. 

1115.  Stettin 

2. id. 

1057.  Saigon 

• • 

• • 

•• 

Id. 

1116.  B^ne 

Id. 

No.  1117. 

Reference  to  previous  Report^  Annual  Series  No.  949. 
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Consul  Stigand  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Palermo,  July  12,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  enclosed,  my  Eeport 
on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Sicily  for  the  year*  1891. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  STIGAND. 
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The  returns  for  Palermo  and  for  all  Sicily  are  less  favouralde 
than  those  of  the  past  year  in  the  matter  of  exportation,  and  in 
importation  there  was  so  slight  an  increase  that  it.  may  bo 
characterised  as  stationary. 

The  totals  of  exports  and  imports  this  year  amounted  in 
Palermo  to  2,030,209/.,  as  against  2,325,513/.  in  1890.  However, 
the  totals  of  exports  and  imports  were  even  less  by  45,819/.  tli.iu 
those  of  the  year  1889,  so  that  the  rise  of  1890  did  not  maintain 
itself. 

The  total  amount  of  shipping  which  entered  the  port  of 
Palermo  during  the  year  1891  amounted  to  4,456  vessels,  with  a 
tonnage  of  2,269,556,  against  3,595  in  1890,  with  a tonnage  of 
1,395,023,  giving  an  increase  of  861  vessels  and  874,533  tons. 

The  British  shipping,  so  far  from  taking  part  in  this  increase, 
fell  off  from  395  vessels  in  1890  to  360  vessels  in  1891,  making 
a decrease  of  35  vessels,  with  a decrease  in  tonnage  of  28,584 
tons.  The  decrease  was  in  the  steam  vessels,  the  number  of 
British  sailing  vessels  being  only  three  in  each  year. 

The  principal  increase  was  in  the  Italian,  German,  Dutch, 
and  Belgian  shipping,  and  even  in  the  Austrian. 

The  Germans  increased  their  shipping  from  35  to  45,  the 
Dutch  from  23  to  32,  the  Belgian  from  9 to  14,  and  the  Austrian 
from  4 to  7. 

No  French  ship  entered  the  port  of  Palermo  during  the  past 
year. 

The  proportion,  however,  which  foreign  shipping,  excepting 
the  Italian,  bears  to  British  shipping  is  very  small,  the  total 
tonnage  of  German  ships  being  but  43,704,  as  against  399,048 
English. 

The  chief  increase  was  in  the  Italian  shipping,  of  which  nearly 
two-thirds  were  sailing  vessels.  There  were  2,587  sailing 
vessels,  as  against  1,378  in  1890,  and  1,378  steamers,  as  against 
^T,235  in  the  past  year.  A large  proportion  of  these  steamers 
are  passenger  boats,  which  run  daily  and  regularly. 

The  whole  number  of  foreign  steamers  which  entered  the 
port  was  129,  against  360  British  ; 244  out  of  the  360  came  from 
Italian  ports,  91  from  England  (56  with  coal  and  35  with  general 
cargoes),  12  from  Austrian  ports,  and  the  remaining  13  from 
different  ports  in  the  Mediterranean.  361  British  vessels  cleared 
from  Palermo  in  1891.  Of  this  number  135  went  to  the  United 
Kingdom  with  full  cargoes  of  fruit,  wine,'  sumac,  &c. ; 82  pro- 
ceeded to  other  Italian  ports  to  unload  their  English  cargoes  or 
to  complete  their  cargoes  for  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States;  77  went  to  the  United  States  direct  with  full  cargoes; 
and  the  following  left  in  ballast — 37  to  Turkey,  9 to  Bussian  ports 
on  the  Black  Sea,  7 to  Ivoumania,  4 to  Greece,  and  10  went  to 
different  ports  in  the  Mediterranean  and  elsewhere. 

0^^ingto  the  depressed  state  of  the  shij)ping  trade  generally, 
and  particularly  to  the  Black  Sea  ports  liaving  been  closed,  a 
large  amount  of  tonnage  during  the  past  year  has  been  compelled 
to  seek  employment  in  the  American  trade.  The  competition 
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consequently  in  the  American  and  Mediterranean  trade  has  been 
very  keen  and  the  rates  of  freight  very  low. 

The  rates  of  charter  fluctuated  during  the  year  from  18«.  to 
1/.  85.  per  register  ton.  I should  put  the  mean  down  at  I/.  2s. 
i.c.,  from  Sicily  to  United  States  ports,  New  York,  Boston, 
Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia;  to  New  Orleans  the  mean  late 
would  be  about  \l.  4s,  6d 

Owing  to  the  competition  of  American  fruit  and  the  abundant 
supply  of  the  crop  here  prices  ruled  low  throughout  the  whole 
year  in  the  United  States.  It  is  generally  considered  to  have  been 
a bad,  if  not  disastrous,  year  for  the  shippers.  The  trade  to  Great 
Britain  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  regular  lines. 

The  fast  servize  of  the  new  Italo-Britannica  Company 
(Naples-Palermo-Londou)  had  latterly  the  effect  of  reducing  tiio 
rate  on  green  fruit  to  London  from  Is.  6^7.  per  case  to  Is.  3d  per 
case.  Competition  has  also  been  keen  to  Liverpool,  and  in  many 
instances  the  usual  rate  of  l.s.  6d  has  been  considerably  cut. 

These  are  the  two  principal  ports;  the  services  to  the  other  ports 
of  Great  Britain  has  not  been  interfered  with  and  remain  as 
formerly. 

The  whole  value  of  exports  for  1891  was  considerably  less  than  Exports, 
that  for  1890;  the  deficit  w'as  342,974/. 

The  chief  fallings-off  are  in  green  and  dry  fruit,  from  703,991/. 
to  431,337/.,  and  in  sumac  from  323,690/,  to  262,437/. 

The  exports  to  the  various  countries  were  diminished  as 
follows : — 

£ 

Great  Britain  ..  ..  ••  ..  •*  60,533 

United  States  ..  .«  ..  ••  •*  259,385 

Germany  ..  2,523 

On  the  other  hand,  in  exports  to  Austria,  France,  Holland, 
Belgium,  and  Russia  there  was  a slight  increase.  The  increase 
of  export  to  France  of  6,878/.  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
unprecedentedly  low  figure  which  exports  to  France  had  fallen 
since  the  rupture  of  the  Italo-French  commercial  treaty. 

The  great  falling-off  of  exports  to  the  United  States  is  ac- 
counted for  chiefly  by  the  decrease  in  the  demand  for  oranges  and 
lemons  for  North  America.  The  production  of  that  fruit  in 
Florida  and  California  is  proceeding  by  great  strides,  and  since 
the  culture  of  it  is  extremely  j)rofitable,  it  may  be  foreseen  that 
in  a few  years  the  demand  of  green  fruit  from  America  will 
wholly  cease  ; the  falling-off  of  the  export  of  green  fruit  alone 
amounted  to  272,654/.,  of  which  decrease  the  largest  proportion 
is  due  to  the  falling-off  of  the  demand  from  America.  The 
cessation  of  the  American  demand  will  doubtless  cause  a con- 
siderable derangement  of  the  agricultural  interests  in  Sicily  since 
proprietors  have  of  late  years  bestowed  chiefly  their  attention 
and  expenditure  of  capital  to  the  production  of  this  fruit,  and 
the  world  cannot  offer  so  large  a market  as  that  of  the  United 
States  for  these  fruits. 
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Ill  the  exportation  of  sumac,  oils,  cereals,  sulphur,  and  wine 
the  returns  also  show  a considerable  decrease.  The  decrease  in 
sumac  is  accounted  for  by  the  lessened  demands  caused  by  the 
enhanced  cost  of  hides  in  America  and  England  during  the  last 
year,  and  to  a new  tanning  process  in  Philadelphia,  called  the 
Dongcia  process,  in  which  bark  is  wholly  used.  The  sumac 
crop  was  good,  and  the  want  of  demand  reduced  its  price  here. 
Buyers  are  holding  off  at  present  for  more  reduction  in  prices,  as 
the  old  crop  has  not  yet  been  exhausted,  and  the  new  crop  will 
be  on  in  August.  There  is  little  sumac  in  store  in  America, 
however,  and  shipments  are  expected  to  be  brisk  in  September, 
Just  now  we  are  between  the  two  crops. 

The  cereals  exported  consist  chiefly  of  beans,  of  which  Spain 
took  nearly  20,000/.  Maccaroni,  to  the  United  States  princi- 
pally, was  also  exported. 

This  is  not  a sulphur-loading  port,  as  owing  to  the  facilities 
of  transport  from  the  mines  it  is  conveyed  to  Catania,  Licata,  and 
( jirgenti,  and  shipped  from  those  ports ; but  when  the  sulphur  is 
destined  for  countries  for  which  there  are  no  clearances  at  those 
ports,  then  it  finds  its  way  to  Palermo,  naturally  in  small 
quantities. 

The  downward  tendency  in  the  exportation  of  oranges  and 
lemons  was  again  manifest  in  1891.  The  total  number  of  boxes 
sent  to  the  United  States  fell  from  1,978,735  in  1890  to  1,834,168 
in  1891,  according  to  the  figures  published  by  the  Settimana 
Commerciale.”  The  customs  returns  do  not  exactly  agree  with 
them,  and  they  give  the  value  at  703,991/.  in  1891,  and  431,337/. 
in  1890.  As  no  duty  is  paid  on  the  exportation  of  green  fruit, 
it  is  not  possible  to  control  or  to  record  the  shipments  exactly. 
However,  the  past  year  is  not  considered  as  having  been 
prosperous,  owing  to  low  prices  in  the  United  States. 

Green  fruit  has  been  sold  at  very  low  prices  in  Great  Britain 
also,  except  in  the  months  of  November  and  December  and  for  a 
few  weeks  in  May.  This  is  partly  attributed  to  the  cold  spring 
and  summer  interfering  with  the  consumption  ; in  reality,  how- 
ever, America  is  invariably  found  to  be  the  key  to  the  situation. 
]^or  prices  there  throw  more  fruit  on  other  markets,  and  reduce 
the  prices  accordingly,  and  vice  versa'  when  high  prices  are 
ruling. 

The  following  table  gives  the  shipments  to  the  United  States 
during  the  year  ended  September  30,  1891  : — • 


Shipment  of  Green  Fruit  to  the  United  States  from  Palmero  during  the  Years  1890-91. 
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Cotton, 
woollen,  and 
silken  goods. 

Petroleum. 


Coal, 


Lnrd. 

Timber, 


Leather 
goods,  iron, 
machinery, 
chemicals. 


Cereals. 


The  imports  of  the  year  1891  exceeded  slightly  in  value 
those  of  1890,  the  figures  being  1,004,686/.,  as  against 
957,016/. 

Cotton,  woollen,  and  silken  goods  are  about  stationary ; in 
linen  goods  there  was  a slight  falling-off,  and  there  was  also  in 
skins. 

Petroleum  imports  were  slightly  superior  to  those  of  last  year 
both  in  quantity  and  value ; in  timber  and  furniture  there  was  a 
falling-off,  and  all  other  imported  articles  were  about  stationary. 

The  imports  from  Great  Britain,  consisting  for  the  one-third 
part  of  coal,  were  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  previous,  being  at 
378,178/.,  against  372/271/.,  while  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  consisted  chiefly  of  petroleum,  lard,  and  timber  rose  from 
122,589/.  to  227,589/.,  having  been  as  low  as  74,687/.  in  1889. 
France  also  increased  her  imports  of  silk  and  fancy  goods,  rising 
from  116,672/.  to  125,969. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  German  importations  of  leather  goods, 
ironmongery,  chemicals,  and  machinery  fell  from  111,016/.  to 
69,850/. ; the  rest  of  the  countries  whose  imports  are  small  mostly 
remained  stationary,  with  the  exception  of  Russia  and  Belgium, 
from  both  of  which  countries  there  was  a decrease. 

Of  the  94,588/.  worth  of  imports  of  these  products,  grain, 
barley,  oats,  &c.,  amounted  to  84,326/. 

The  imports  of  corn  were  : — 


£ 

From  Austria  ..  ,,  2,753 

Eussia  ..  ..  ..  ..  49,529 

Turkey  8,231 

France  ..  ••  ..  ..  ..  809 


Total 61,322 


Owing  to  the  good  harve.st  in  Sicily  in  1891,  the  importation 
of  corn  was  limited.  Prices  ranged  between  145.  and  15s.  per 
quintals  (204  lbs.).  Russia  is  the  chief  supplier  of  corn,  the 
qualities  from  Taganrog  and  Azov  being  preferred  as  here  they 
are  considered  harder  than  Sicilian  and  other  qualities.  The 
quantity  of  corn  imported  is  registered  at  295,000  bushels  nearly, 
and  conveyed  hither  by  Italian  vessels  and  also  by  Greek 
sailors. 

Great  Britain,  although  importing  as  much  goods  in  value  ns 
the  United  States,  and  France,  Germany,  and  Belgium  all 
together,  does  not  hold  such  a preponderance  in  the  market  as  it 
did  two  years  ago,  when  her  imports  amounted  to  the  half  of 
those  of  all  foreign  countries  lumped  together,  and  the  farther  we 
go  back  the  greater  was  her  share  of  the  importation. 

But  as  I have  remarked  in  former  reports,  our  information 
about  the  import  trade  of  Sicily  from  foreign  countries  must  be 
very  imperfect  since  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  goods 
coming  from  foreign  countries  are  not  conveyed  in 
foreign  but  in  Italian  vessels,  and  have  already  been 
nationalised  before  they  arrive  at  Palermo  by  passing  througli 
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customs  on  the  frontiers  or  at  Genoa  and  Venice.  The  imported 
goods  so  arriving  are  about  three  times  as  great  both  in  (jinintity 
and  value  as  those  which  pass  througli  the  customs  at  Palermo. 
But  the  statistics  of  the  “ cabotaggio  trade  are  very  difficult  to 
obtain ; naturally  the  customs  at  Palermo — our  great  source  of 
commercial  information — having  no  duties  to  levy  on  goods 
already  nationalised^  keep  no  record  of  these  quantities  or 
values. 


Public  Works, 

The  Esposizione  Nazionale”  was  very  successful  as  a show 
and  full  of  interest,  both  to  foreigners  and  Italians  and  Sicilians  ; 
whether  it  was  a financial  success  remains  to  be  seen.  The 
programme  has  been  carried  out  rather  punctually.  The  opening 
took  place  on  November  15,  instead  of  November  1,  as  announced. 
The  building  was  very  elegant  and  imposing,  and  was  in  the 
Arabo-Norman  style,  thus  giving  a local  character  to  the  show. 
The  inauguration  under  the  auspices  of  the  King  and  Queen  and 
the  Prince  of  Naples  was  an  imposing  ceremony.  During  the 
first  months  of  the  exhibition  there  was  a great  lack  of  visitors, 
both  foreign  and  Italian,  so  that  the  hotel-keepers  began  to 
despair ; towards  the  end  of  the  year  people  began  to  flock  in, 
and  a new  life  was  descernable  in  the  elegant  streets  and 
thoroughfares,  and  the  old  and  new  hotels  of  the  town  profited 
by  the  influx  of  eager  visitors.  Two  large  hotels,  a smaller  one, 
and  several  new  ones  of  lesser  distinction  had  been  prepared  for 
the  new  arrivals.  One  of  the  large  new  hotels  built  near  the 
station  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  town  was  a total  failure,  and 
degenerated  into  a lodging-house.  The  other  large  hotel 
attracted  slightly,  but  not  sufficiently  to  be  remunerative,  and 
their  affairs  are  not  so  thriving  as  could  be  desired.  The  smaller 
hotels  and  lodging-houses— of  which  there  are  few  decent  ones  in 
Palermo — are  supposed  to  have  done  pretty  well ; but  proprietors 
of  hotels  and  houses  and  lodging-house  keepers  were  led  to 
expect  too  great  affiarvest,  and  none  succeeded  according  to  their 
expectations. 

The  general  brushing  up  of  the  town,  the  ameliorations 
carried  out,  enhanced  much  the  aspect  of  this  beautiful  city. 

The  various  great  cities  and  chief  industries  of  Italy  were 
well  represented,  and  the  exhibition  was  one  of  great  interest, 
although  Sicily  itself  provide<l  but  a small  portion  of  the  show  in 
the  way  of  manufactures  and  objets  de  luxe.^^  The  chief 
exceptions  were  cabinet  work,  shoes  and  boots,  alimentary  pastes, 
and  Caltagirone,  which  had  an  interesting  show  of  “ majolica,” 
imitations  of  the  15th  century  and  16th  century,  ornamented 
with  Raffaelesque  arabesques  and  miniature  reproductions  of  his 
frescoes  in  the  story  of  Cupid  and  Psyche  in  the  Farnesian  Villa 
and  of  others  of  his  best  known  frescoes  and  pictures.  The 
exhibition  of  ornaments  in  Sicilian  amber  were  also  novelties  to 
most  of  the  visitors  who  were  unaware  of  the  presence  of  amber 
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in  Sicily,  some  of  which  is  of  purple  and  other  shades  of  colour  not 
to  be  found  elsewhere. 

The  section  occuj^ied  by  Sicilian  wines  also  attracted  much 
attention  and  admiration  for  the  tasteful  arrangement  of  the 
products.  The  chief  ornament  of  this  part  of  the  exhibition  was 
the  tasteful  kiosk  of  Lord  Bridport  (Duke  of  Bronte  in  Sicily),  in 
which  the  wines  of  the  Duchy  of  Bronte  were  exhibited,  and 
which  was  adorned  with  Nelson  trophies  and  Nelson’s  various 
coats-of-arms,  and  brought  vividly  to  remembrance  the  con- 
nection of  England’s  greatest  naval  hero  with  the  history  of 
Sicily.  The  excellence  of  the  wines  of  Bronte  were  attested  by 
the  award  to  them  of  the  Diploma  of  Honour,  the  highest  prize, 
while  the  cognacs  of  the  Duchy,  which  are  very  good  also, 
received  the  distinction  of  a gold  medal.  Of  Sicilian  wines  I 
have  spoken  more  at  length  elsewhere. 

Of  the  financial  success  or  non-success  of  the  exhibition  we 
know  little  as  yet,  and  what  is  surmised  is  not  very  favourable. 
It  will  be  some  time  still  before  the  accounts  will  be  presented  to 
the  public. 

The  question  of  the  water  supply  of  the  town  remains  in 
exactly  the  same  situation  in  which  it  was  last  year.  Nothing 
whatever  has  been  done  to  remedy  this  crying  want  of  a large 
city.  During  the  hottest  months  of  the  year,  with  the 
thermometer  at  80°,  82°,  and  84°  in  the  shade,  the  houses  of 
populous  quarters  are  not  infrequently  without  water  for  days 
together,  and  all  the  household  water  has  to  be  fetched  from  the 
public  fountains.  The  danger  to  health  and  the  destruction  of 
comfort  in  such  circumstances  is  easily  conceivable. 

Progress  still  continues  to  be  made  in  the  deepening  and 
dredging  of  the  harbour  by  an  English  company,  Messrs.  Furness, 
who  have  had  out  from  Benfrew  a new  hopper  dredger  in  order  to 
hasten  on  the  work. 

It  wfiS  hoped  that  a proper  landing  pier  for  steamboat 
passengers  would  have  been  got  ready  for  the  visitors  to  the 
exhibition,  but  nothing  has  been  done  to  remove  the  inconvenience 
and  annoyance  of  having  to  embark  and  disembark  on  and  from 
steamers  by  boats,  the  hostility  of  the  boatmen  and  others  who 
profit  by  the  present  system  is  one  of  the  chief  obstacles  to  so 
necessary  a reform. 

Two  new  funicular  railways  are  nearly  completed  : one  to 
Mon  reale,  and  one  to  the  shrine  of  Santa  Rosalia  on  the  Monte 
Pellegrino. 

Since  my  last  report  the  state  of  public  security  has  mucli' 
deteriorated  in  this  province. 

The  reports  of  a foreigner  on  the  subject  of  Sicilian 
brigandage  always  excite  indignation  in  the  breasts  of  the 
islanders  and  provoke  unpleasant  and  sometimes  insulting  retorts 
in  the  public  press,  although  the  stories  of  brigandage  reported 
have  generally  been  culled  from  its  columns. 

They  have  gone  so  far  as  to  deny  that  brigandage  exists  at  all 
in  Sicily,  and  in  such  denial . have  been  supported  by  a 


PALERMO. 


9 


correspondent  in  a leading  English  journal.  I do  not  know  that 
there  is  to  be  found  anywliere  an  accurate  definition  of  the  terms 
“ brigand,”  “ bandit/’  and  brigandage.”  The  malefactors  of  the 
present  day  who  infest  the  country  are  as  often  as  not  called 
brigands  and  bandits  in  the  local  papers,  although  sometimes  they 
use  the  term  marauders  (malandrini)  for  brigands,  and  the  term 
malaiulrinafTilio  instead  of  briirantaggio.  The  marauders  of  the 
present  day  may  not  be,  according  to  current  ideas,  so  gentlemanly 
in  deportment  or  so  dexterous  as  in  the  days  of  the  famous 
Sicilian  bandits  who  flourished  16  years  ago,  but  their  modes  of 
operation,  and  the  results  of  these  are  precisely  the  same;  they 
capture  big  proprietors  and  rich  townspeople  (sequester  they  call 
it)  and  hold  them  in  captivity  in  caves  in  the  mountains  until  the 
sum  of  ransom  which  they  demand  is  paid ; besides  which, 
depredations  in  the  way  of  robbery  and  cattle  and  horse  stealing 
are  frequent  in  cases  of  the  smaller  owners  and  farmers,  and 
these  misdeeds  are  supplemented  by  a system  of  persecution  and 
premeditated  murder,  >soinetimes  accompanied  with  torture,  among 
the  lesser  proprietors,  small  farmers,  and  peasants  who  are 
suspected  of  having  given,  or  even  of  being  willing  to  give, 
information  to  the  authorities  respecting  the  perpetrators  of  these 
outrages. 

It  is  true,  I believe,  that  foreigners  travelling  in  Sicily  who 
keep  to  the  ordinary  tracks  and  well  known  routes  have  little  to 
fear,  but  that  is  chiefly  because  their  movements  and  the  worth 
of  their  capture  cannot  be  calculated  on  with  such  precision  as  in 
the  case  of  a native,  and  because  the  robbers  are  clever  enough  to 
know  that  the  sequestration  of  a foreigner  would  be  more 
dangerous  to  them  than  that  of  a native.  Nevertheless,  if  they 
thought  the  capture  of  a rich  foreigner  was  worth  their  while 
they  would  no  doubt  attempt  it.  I only  know  that  I have  never 
myself  been  in  the  mountainous  districts  of  the  Madonie  without 
giving  notice  to  the  authorities,  who  have  always,  with  great 
courtesy,  insisted  on  sending  four  guards,  generally  mounted  ones 
(“  militi  a eavailo  ”),  to  protect  me,  and  given  orders  that  they 
were  never  to  let  me  out  of  their  sight,  and  my  protectors  kept 
guard  over  me  day  and  night.  , , * 

These  ‘^militi  a cavallo”  have,  I believe,  in  consequence  of  the 
late  increase  of  outrage,  been  dissolved,  and  their  j place  supplied 
by  carabineers;  they  were,  it  is  said,  suspected^ot  not  being  active 
enough  in  the  pursuit  of  the  malandrini.’’  ‘ 

It  seems  almost  incredible  that  within  four  hours  or  five  hours 
from  Palermo  there  should  be  magnificent  mountains  in  ])art 
splendidly  wooded  with  magnificent  oaks  and  beeches,  with 
spacious  plains  and  picturesque  valleys  among  them,  where 
summer  resorts,  so  much  needed  here  in  the  fierce  heat  of  summer, 
might  be  established,  and  yet  these  districts  are  quite 
uninhabitable  for  want  of  public  security.  The  great  proprietors 
in  these  districts  are  afraid  to  live  on  their  estates,  except 
surrounded  by  troops  of  “ campieri,^^  or  private  mounted  guards. 
The  proprietress  of  a magnificent  range  of  forests  in  the  mountain 
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regions  has  for  the  last  few  years  ventured  to  inhabit  an  old 
castellated  residence  on  her  property,  but  this  year,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  disturbed  state  of  the  district,  she  has  not  ventured 
up  at  all. 

The  Giornalc  di  Sicilia”  had  in  tlie  issue  of  June  26,  1892, 
the  following  leading  article  on  the  state  of  the  province  of 
Palermo : — 

The  province  of  Palermo  continues  to  be  infested  with 
marauders. 

Bands  of  men  hiding  from  justice  ravage  (scorazzano)  its 
various  districts,  robbing  at  large  the  country  proprietors, 
assassinating  those  whom  they  meet  or  are  suspected  of  being 
spies  upon  them. 

“ The  band  of  San  Mauro  is,  without  doubt,  the  most  terrible 
of  all.  The  number  of  cruel  assassinations  committed  by  them  have 
now  reached  a considerable  number. 

At  one  time  the  victims  are  children,  whose  heads  are  cut 
off  and  whose  bodies,  cut  in  pieces,  are  thrown  about  the  country  ; 
at  another  time  contadini  and  proprietors  are  the  victims,  who  are 
either  treacherously  assassinated  or  made  prisoners  and  killed  with 
a slow  death.  To-day  we  have  news  of  the  massacre  of  almost  a 
whole  family. 

‘‘  If  it  continues  thus  a little  while  longer  we  shall  return  to  the 
worst  periods  of  ‘ malandrinaggio.^  ” 

And  in  a letter  of  correspondence  of  the  Giornale 

di  Sicilia,”  of  June  29,  1892,  from  San  Mauro  Castelverde, 

we  read  — 

“On  June  24  on  the  ‘ex  feudo’  Badia  a certain  Pietro 

Cassataro,  of  Pollina,  was  sequestrated  by  the  brigands  of  San 

Mauro.  The  pursuits  of  the  public  force  were  without  result.  The 
unfortunate  man  could  not  be  liberated. 

“ On  June  26,  however,  his  body  was  found,  almost  un- 
recognisable from  the  numerous  gun-shot  wounds  and  wounds  from 
knives  and  daggers  on  the  body. 

“ The  assassins,  after  having  fired  at  him  with  guns  and 
revolvers,  rushed  on  the  fallen  man  with  knives  and  with  awful 
ferocity,  leaving  his  body  a mangled  mass. 

“ The  poor  Cassataro  leaves  a wife  and  five  children. 

“Indeed,  the  band  of  these  terrible  marauders  lord  it 
over  all  our  territory ; our  lives  and  property  are  no  longer 
secure.” 

And  the  “ Giornale  di  Sicilia”  remarks,  “ The  chronicle  of  San 
Mauro  Castelverde  brings  us  another  sequestration  and  another 
assassination,  three  days  after  we  gave  the  story  of  the  massacre 
of  the  Blanda  family. 

‘ “The  marauders,  sure  of  impunity,  set  no  bounds  to  the 
commission  of  every  kind  of  atrocious  misdeed.” 

In  defence  of  the  authorities  to  whom  is  committed  the  task  of 
putting  down  such  crimes,  it  must  be  allowed  that  the  suppression 
of  this  marauding  system  is  not  easy  on  many  grounds.  In  the 
first  place  it  is  very  difficult  for  them  to  obtain  information  of  the 
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movements  and  hiding  places  of  the  marauders  for  two  reasons  : 
first,  the  people  who  have  no  connection  with  brigands  or 
brigandage  live  in  such  a state  of  terror  of  the  marauders  that 
they  will  give  no  news  of  their  movements  or  whereabouts,  and 
secondly,  there  arc  a large  mass  of  people  called  “ manuteno-oh,” 
who  support  the  brigands  by  providing  them  with  food  and 
necessaries  at  an  enormous  price,  and  so  virtually  share  in  the 
brigandage.  When  I returned  from  Cefalu  last  year  30  of  these 
manutengoli  ” were  conveyed  in  the  same  train  with  me,  hand- 
cuffed four  and  four  together,  and  a villainous  looking  set  of  men 
they  were,  they  had  been  arrested,  and  were  being  conveyed  to 
j)rison  at  Termini.  Of  course  a manutengolo  ” is  on  the  high- 
way to  become  a brigand  if  he  has  not  already  been  one.  It  is 
very  difficult  always,  however,  to  convict  any  of  the  “manu- 
tengoli,”  as  on  the  ‘‘omerta”  principle  nobody  can  be  found  to 
give  evidence  against  them,  and  they  are  often  arrested  on 
suspicion  more  or  less  justified. 

The  traditions  of  brigandage,  too,  have  a great  influence  in 
perverting  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  people,  and  in  assisting  to 
protect  the  brigands. 

But  the  chief  obstacle  to  putting  down  brigandage  consists  in 
the  difficult  and  mountainous  character  of  the  country.  San 
Mauro,  the  headquarters  of  the  brigands,  is  a town  on  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  3,000  feet,  and  in  sight  of  Geraci  Siculo,  another 
town  of  about  the  same  height,  and  of  Pollina,  also  on  the  summit 
of  another  mountain.  The  roads  among  these  mountains  connect- 
ing the  towns  are  mere  mule-paths,  and  mule-paths  traverse  the 
mountains  all  along  the  deep  valleys  and  ravine’.  The  mountains 
abound  in  caves,  known  only  to  the  brigands  and  shepherds  of  the 
mountains,  and  as  the  armed  force  sent  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
brigands  are  chiefly  young  men  from  Continental-Italy,  ignorant 
of  the  country  and  unable  to  speak  the  language,  their  search 
after  the  brigands  in  their  hiding  places  by  unknown  paths  is  a 
hopeless  one,  and  if  they  do  surprise  the  brigands  at  any  time,  as 
they  sometimes  do  at  a meal,  the  brigands  are  off  at  once  among 
the  rocks  and  woods,  and  treat  their  pursuers  with  scorn  and 
defiance,  generally  sending  behind  them  a few  shots  from  time  to 
time,  and  their  first  shot  is  a signal  for  the  ‘‘carabinieri”  to  fire 
themselves,  for  the  “carabinieri^^  have  orders  not  to  fire  until 
they  have  been  fired  upon.  The  only  way  to  put  down  the 
mischief  would  seem  to  be  to  employ  a larger  body  of  men, 
specially  trained  to  the  work,  and  to  make  use  of  such  dogs  as 
they  have  in  the  convict  settlements  of  Florida,  dogs  of  the 
bloodhound  breed,  who  would  surely  guide  the  police  to  the  haunts 
of  the  brigands  if  once  put  on  the  scent.'^ 

The  public  security  of  Palermo  also  leaves  much  to  bedctircd. 
Daily  the  Palermo  papers  report  cases  of  homicide  by  revolver 

* Since  writing  the  above  brigandage  has  broken  out  with  renewed  v olence 
in  various  parts  of  the  island.  Several  captures  have  been  male,  and  large 
sums  demanded  for  ransom.  One  of  those  thus  captured  was  murdered  in  the  most 
atrocious  fashion.  ' 


12 


ITALY. 


Railways. 


shots  and  by  the  knife.  In  the  lower  classes  the  amount  of 
destitution  brought  about  by  such  catastrophes  are  the  source  of 
a great  deal  of  misery. 

112  kiloms.  have  been  added  to  the  railways  in  1891;  the 
total  length  on  December  31,  1891,  was  1,097  kiloms.,  against 
985  kiloms.  on  December  31,  1890.  The  new  lines  added  are — 

Kilometres, 


Licata  to  Terranova , , ,,  ••  ••  ••  36 

Noto  to  Modica  ..  ,«  .«  ..  60 

Bareellona  to  Oliver!  .«  ••  ••  «•  16 

Total  112 


Therefore  the  lines  open  to  traffic  at  the  end  of  1891  were — 


Kilometres. 

1.  Rete-Sicula  Company—* 

Messina-Catania-Syracnse  ..  ..  ..  182 

Catania-Caltanissetta-Canicatti-Caldare  ..  ..  176 

Palermo-Porto  Empedocle  (Girgenti)  ..  .*  151 

Roccapalumba-Sant  a Catarina. . ..  ..  ••  67 

Canicatti-Licata  . • . . . . . . . • 60 

Licata-Terranova  . . , « . • . • • • 36 

Syracuse-Noto-Modica  ..  ..  •.  ••  93 

Cerda-Lascari-Cefalu  ..  ..  ..  ^ .•  24 

Messina-Santa  Lucia-Milazzo-Barcellona-Oliveri  . . 69 

Valsavaja-Scordia  ..  ..  ..  «•  ..  14 

2.  Sicula  Occidentale  Company-  *- 

Palermo-Marsala-Trapani  ••  .•  188 

3.  Palermo-Corleone  ..  ..  ••  ••  68 


Total 1,097^ 


The  gross  receipts  of  these  three  companies  in  1891  were 
422,743/.,  against  393,641/. 

The  following  are  the  details  for  1891 : — 


* Equivalent  to  681  English  miles. 
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Name  of  Company. 

Value. 

Total. 

1.  Rcte-Sicula — 

From  passengers  and  their  luggage 
and  dogs  ..  ..  .. 

Lire. 

4,133,341 

Lire. 

From  goods  . . . * 

4,535,353 

Other  receipts  ..  ,«  .. 

44,643 

8,713,337 

2.  Sicula  Occidentale^ 

From  passengers  and  their  luggage 
and  dogs  . • . • . . 

933,986 

Fi’om  goods  . . • • • • • . 

605,992 

Other  receipts  • • • « • • . . 

42,877- 

1,582,855 

3,  Palermo- Corleone — 

From  passengers  and  their  luggage 
and  dogs  ..  .« 

176,397 

From  goods  . • , • . . . . 

94,861 

Other  receipts 

1,142 

272,400 

10,568,592* 

Total  c.  ••  ..  .. 

• • 

* Equivalent  to  422,743Z.  sterling. 


Messina. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Pignatorre  reports  as  follows 

The  principal  articles  of  importation  consist  of  British  coal,  Trade  and 
wheat,  coffee,  dried  codfish  or  haddock,  petroleum,  window  glass,  commerce, 
iron,  pig-iron,  &c. 

The  exports  consist  chiefly  of  fruit,  viz.,  oranges  and  lemons, 
essences,  argol  and  wine  lees,  olive  oil,  wine,  &c. 

The  amount  of  coal  imported  at  Messina  during  the  year  1891  Coal. 
was  65,689  tons,  almost  the  whole  of  which  was  supplied  by 
Wales  from  the  coaling  districts  of  Aberdare,  Cardiff,  and 
Merthyrtydvil. 

The  decline  observable  in  the  quantity  imported,  notwith- 
standing the  increased  consumption  implied  by  the  extension  of 
tramways  and  railroads,  must  be  attributable  to  the  reserves 
stored  up  in  the  Government  magazines. 

With  the  view  of  encouraging  their  national  mercantile 
marine  the  Italian  Government  allows  a bounty  of  1 lira  per  ton 
on  all  cargoes  of  coal  shipped  beyond  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  on 
Italian  bottoms  and  landed  in  Italian  ports,  provided  the  cargo  be 
at  least  equal  to  three-fifths  of  the  total  burden  of  the  vessel. 

The  total  number  of  British  merchantmen  which  visited  the  shipping  and 
port  of  Messina  during  the  year  1891  was  383  with  an  aggregate  navigation, 
burden  of  390,586  tons.  Of  these  365,  with  a tonnage  of 
388,685,  were  steamers,  and  18,  with  a* tonnage  of  1,901,  sailing 
vessels. 

The  corresponding  figures  in  my  previous  report  were  362 
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steamers  and  31  sailing  vessels  with  370,275  tons  and  3,558  tons 
respectively.  It  appears  from  the  above  figures  that  though  the 
total  number  of  vessels  has  decreased  by  10,  this  decline  in 
number  is  more  tlian  counterbalanced  by  the  slight  increase 
in  steamers  and  in  the  very  considerable  augmentation  of 
tonnage. 

The  number  of  foreign  merchantmen  which  called  at  this 
port  during  the  same  period  was  3,580,  with  a collective  burden 
of  980,434  tons.  Of  these,  3,307,  namely,  1,435  steamers  and 
1,872  sailing  vessels,  were  Italian,  the  remaining  273  being 
about  equally  shared  between  Grreece,  Germany,  Austro-Hungary, 
and  other  countries. 

Of  the  383  British  merchant  vessels  which  entered  this  port 
in  the  year  1891  only  238  deposited  their  articles  of  agreement 
at  this  Vice-Consulate,  the  remaining  145,  representing  a 
collective  tonnage  of  151,949  tons,  leaving  within  the  prescribed 
48  hours,  though  not  without  having  in  all  cases  performed  com- 
mercial operations  of  loading  and  unloading. 

When  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act  was  passed  in  1854  the 
provisions  of  Section  279  could  not  affect,  as  they  can  and  do  at 
present,  the  public  revenue.  First,  from  the  inconsiderable 
number  of  steamships  in  the  mercantile  marine,  1,600  to  7,400, 
the  present  number,  and  the  consequent  prevalence  of  sailing 
vessels ; these  being  unprovided  with  steam  winches  and  other 
modern  appliances  used  for  the  more  expeditious  loading  and 
unloading  of  ships,  could  very  seldom  discharge  or  fill  up  their 
cargoes  within  the  48  hours,  even  had  communications  by 
telegraph  and  rail  been  as  perfect  as  they  are  now.  Secondly, 
from  the  diminished  action  of  calms  or  baffling  winds,  which  in 
very  many  circumstances  would  detain  the  sailing  craft  of  the 
period  far  beyond  the  original  intent  of  the  owners  or  masters. 
Thirdly,  from  the  far  greater  facilities  in  acquiring  information 
in  connection  with  cargoes  w’hich  may  limit  their  stay  or  determine 
their  immediate  departure. 

The  favourable  conditions  in  which  the  mercantile  marine  of 
the  present  day  stands,  as  contrasted  with  that  of  40  years  ago, 
enable  the  masters  of  merchantmen  to  load  and  unload  much  more 
expeditiously,  and  hence  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  voyage  without 
defraying  the  very  inconsiderable  tax  the  law  claimed  and  usually 
realised  in  bygone  days,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  that  ships 
are  sometimes  cleared  before  the  local  harbour  master,  prior  to 
the  expiration  of  the  prescribed  period  of  48  hours,  so  as  to  evade 
the  payment  of  7s.  Qd.  leviable  under  numbers  17  and  37  of  the 
Table  of  Consular  Fees.  The  loss  from  this  source  in  this  port 
alone  during  1891  was  56^.  Besides  the  direct  loss  sustained 
by  the  public  revenue,  a grave  inconvenience  arises  from  the 
non-appearance  of  shipmasters  at  the  Consulate  and  non-presen- 
tation of  the  ship^s  articles  in  the  case  of  distressed  seamen,  for 
either  the  Consul  ignores  the  arrival  or,  should  he  be  cognisant  of 
it,  he  is  unable  to  issue  an  order  pursuant  to  the  Act  17  and  18 
Viet.,  cap.  104,  sec.  212,  compelling  the  master  to  ship  the 
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seaman  for  conveyance  to  the  United  Kingdom,  who  ought  to  be 
entered  on  the  articles  and  inserted  in  the  bill  of  health  as  a 
passenger.  Hence  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  man  at  the 
Government  expense  for  a longer  lapse  of  time. 

The  wine  produced  within  this  Vice-Consular  district  during 
the  year  1891  reached  a total  of  100,000  hectolitres,  or  2,200,900 
imperial  gallons.  The  vintage  was  good,  with  the  single  though 
important  exception  of  Torre  di  Faro,  where  the  yield  was  under 
the  average,  owing  to  the  blighting  influence  of  the  phylloxera. 

This  disease  is  now  combated  by  injections  or  aspersions  of 
sulphuric  acid,  but  the  only  radical  remedy  admitted  by  many 
proprietors  is  to  plant  American  vines. 

The  population  of  the  town  and  suburbs  according  to  the  Population, 
latest  statements  on  December  31,  1891,  deduced  from  the  excess 
of  births  over  deaths,  is  calculated  at  142,485  souls  as  against 
126,4^9  in  1881,  date  of  the  last  regular  census. 

This  steady  and  natural  increase,  despite  the  imperfect 
sanitary  arrangements  of  the  town,  is  a proof  of  the  salubrity  of 
the  climate,  which  ought  to  render  it  a suitable  winter  residence 
for  foreigners. 

The  Messina-Cerda  line  has  been  prolonged  to  Oliver!,  a Public  works, 
distance  of  37  English  miles  and  7 furlongs.  The  perforation 
Mount  Tindari  was  completed  last  October ; the  tunnel  is 
2,120  metres,  or  1 English  mile  and  2^  furlongs,  in  length. 

Though  the  habit  of  carrying  knives  is  still  very  common  General 
among  the  lower  orders,  and  is  the  indirect  cause  of  almost  all  remarks, 
the  crimes  of  violence  committed  among  these,  as  they  are  mostly 
the  outcome  of  personal  feuds  or  drunken  brawls  they  do'  not 
affect  the  general  public  security,  and  life  and  property  are  safer 
in  Messina  than  in  many  other  cities  which  vaunt  a higher  degree 
of  civilisation  and  culture. 


Catania. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Franck  reports  as  follows: — 

With  reference  to  the  last  report  for  this  district  for  1889  the 
general  good  aspect  that  business  then  seemed  to  advance  to,  to 
some  extent  has  been  justified  by  the  transactions  of  the  market 
in  1890.  Although  the  general  condition  of  trade  may  be  said 
still  to  labour  against  many  an  economical  drawback,  which  is 
the  consequence  of  past  crises,  the  annexed  statistical  returns 
will  show  a certain  marked  improvement  continues  to  take 
place. 

This  mineral  forms  the  principal  branch  of  this  dktrict’s  Brimstone, 
trade.  It  is  used  both  for  home  and  for  foreign  consumption,  a 
portion  of  it  being  utilised  at  home  as  a cure  or  preservative 
against  the  vine  disease,  whilst  the  bulk  is  exjiorted  to  conti- 
nental Italy,  to  other  European  countries,  and  to  North  i\merica. 

In  ground  sulphur  for  the  use  of  vines  a small  proportion  of 
(1390)  B 


16 


ITALY. 


Prices  of 
brimstone. 


o per  cent,  to  5 per  cent,  of  sulphate  of  copper  is  added,  which 
seems  to  prove  efficacious  to  check  the  spread  of  the  vine  disease 
called  the  ^^peronospera.'’  During  the  year  1889  32  sulphur 
mines  were  in  active  working  order  in  this  district,  and  rendered 
a production  of  37,000  tons,  representing  a value  of  159,100/.,  and 
giving  employment  to  2,530  miners.  (See  Annex  I.) 

The  sulphur  rendered  by  those  mines  in  the  year  1890  is 
reckoned  at  41,207  tons,  of  which  19,174  tons  were  worked  by 
the  owners  of  the  mines  themselves,  and  22,033  tons  by  lease- 
holders. The  total  value  of  the  entire  output  amounted  to 
164,828/.,  thus  divided — 


£ 

To  owners  working  on  their  own  account  ..  ..  76,696 

leaseholders  ..  ..  ..  ..  68,772 

owners —Royalty  fee . . ..  ..  ..  ..  19,360 

Total 164,828 


The  quantity  of  ore  extracted  was  292,468  tons,  yielding 
41,207  tons  of  pure  sulphur,  at  which  2,853  persons  were  daily 
employed  in  the  various  duties  attending  sulphur  mining.  Of 
these  1,916  adults  were  employed  in  subterraneous  w'ork,  and  389 
boys  (under  15)  were  employed  in  subterraneous  work,  whilst  393 
adults  and  155  boys  attended  on  external  work.  Each  miner  on 
an  average  produced  during  the  year  about  14  tons  of  sulphur, 
valued  at  1,117  lire  on  the  mine,  and  each  man  on  an  average 
worked  for  250  clays  underground  and  183  days  above  ground, 
earning  at  the  rate  of  459  lire  85  c.  per  annum,  or  1 lira  91  c. 
(Is.  7d.)  per  day.  This  final  fact  shows  that  the  condition  of 
the  poor  miner  in  Sicily  does  certainly  want  reforming. 

The  number  of  casualties  during  the  year  -was  21,  with  9 
deaths  and  12  injuries.  In  the  sulphur  industry  there  are  at  the 
present  day  in  Catania  13  steam-engine  establishments  for 
grinding  and  refining  sulphur,  and  some  of  these  are  very  big 
concerns;  over  500  workmen  daily  find  employment  therein  from 
November  up  to  May.  No  w^ork  is  practicable  during  the  summer 
months.  (See  Annex  H.) 

The  sulphur  market  did  show  an  upward  tendency  during  the 
latter  part  of  1889,  and  this  became  more  apparent  during  the 
early  part  of  the  followdng  year,  and  a steady  increase  in  prices, 
marked  occasionally  by  a slight  momentary  slackness,  has  ever 
since  continued,  which  happy  event  has  been  of  an  immense 
resource  to  the  island  at  large,  of  which  the  advantages  are  of  the 
most  vital  importance,  both  to  the  commercial  and  the  industrial 
communities  of  the  island. 

For  five  long  years  prices  of  sulphur  had  remained  in  the  most 
depressed  state,  and  a number  of  mines  were  no  longer  ]:)aying  the 
owners  the  trouble  of  working  them.  It  may  be  that  at  the  time 
an  overwhelming  production  forced  tlie  producers  to  thrust  the 
stuff  on  the  market  at  any  price,  but  such  a state  of  reckless 
speculation  could  not  last  long,  and  when  those  wdio,  due  to 
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special  (‘Ireumstaiices,  could  not  bring  forth  their  mineral  at  the 
average  cost  of  production,  and  had  consequently  to  retire  from 
working,  the  demand,  in  direct  connection  with  a less  produc- 
tion, began  to  make  itself  felt,  and  thus  prices  have  gradually 
risen  to  a healthy  state  of  remunerative  enterprise. 

A\^ithiii  recent  years  a sort  of  panic  had  made  its  way  in  the 
island  as  to  the  possibility  of  sulphur  being  substituted  by 
extracting  it  (through  Chance’s  system)  from  the  refuse  of 
chemical  alkali  works.  It  seems  that  since  then  the  alarm  was, 
if  net  without  foundation,  at  least  exaggerated,  and  from  the  results 
both  of  official  inquiries  and  private  investigations  it  would  appear 
that  iq)  to  the  present  day  the  sulpliur  industry  in  Sicily  need 
not  be  despaired  of. 

The  wine  trade,  after  that  of  sulphur,  comes  in  likewise  as  one  Wine, 
of  the  resources  of  the  province  of  Catania.  Its  wines,  in  fact, 
are  considered  as  the  most  appreciated  for  purity  of  quality,  well 
keeping,  and  well  adapted  to  stand  long  journeys  than  any  other 
brand  produced  in  the  island.  During  the  years  1886-87  the 
Catania  wine  market  underwent  a very  fortunate  period  ; large 
shipments  proeeeded  to  France,  and  the  producers  were  enjoying 
very  high  prices,  so  much  that  the  cultivation  of  wine  became  a 
mania  with  landowners.  But  the  happy  times  soon  vanished: 
what  with  an  ever-increasing  production,  confronted  with  a sub- 
siding demand  from  France  (where  the  phylloxera  was  fast  being 
stamped  out),  and  the  enforcement  of  a heavy  duty  in  France  on 
Italian  wines.  The  trade  ever  since  was  very  much  slackened, 
and  prices  in  Sicily  have  ruled  low  and  almost  unremunerative, 
mainly  through  the  cessation  of  exports  to  France.  However,  a 
great  deal  has  been  said  on  this  subject  within  recent  years,  and  it 
would  be  useless  to  repeat  the  same  story  once  more.  The  Pro- 
vince of  Catania  represents  one-sixth  part  of  the  entire  wine  pro- 
duction of  the  peninsula,  and  consequently  it  has  suffered  most 
from  the  lamented  drawback,  especially  so  in  the  years  1888-89 
and  1890,  and  if  a modus  vivendi  ” cannot  be  arrived  at  between 
France  and  Italy  regulating  the  import  wnne  duties  into  the 
former  country  the  disposal  of  Sicilian  wines  will  always  remain 
a source  of  anxiety  for  Sicilian  producers,  as,  so  far,  no  other 
country  can  manipulate  and  finish  these  wines  as  was  done  in 
France.  During  the  latter  part  of  1890  prices  became  better 
supported  owing  to  a demand  from  North  Italy,  where  the  pro- 
duction had  been  hampered  by  the  wine  disease  called  ‘'peronos- 
pera,”  and  ever  since  the  market  has  kept  in  an  improving 
tendency  without  reaching,  however,  a satisfactory  state  of  things. 

This  report,  meant  for  1890,  has  been  retarded  more  than  vintage, 
usual,  owing  to  the  difficulty  met  by  the  writer  in  obtaining  ere  1891. 
now  the  necessary  data;  thus  in  compiling  it  he  has  found  it  ex- 
pedient to  add  a few  remarks  as  to  the  recent  vintage,  which  will 
also  serve  as  a response  to  the  requirement  of  my  superintending 
Ccmsul  by  circular  of  November  6,  1891.  But  now  reliable  data 
on  this  subject  is  very  scarce  just  at  present.  No  official  local 
report  as  to  the  nature  and  the  result  of  the  last  vintage  has  as 
(1890)  ^ B 2 ‘ 


18 


ITALY. 
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yet  seen  the  light  in  this  district,  and  I do  not  anticipate  that  one 
will  be  published  before  the  end  of  December  next.  So  I have  no 
other  ground  to  stand  on  but  my  own  meagre  idea,  and  the  more 
or  less  hearsay  that  has  come  under  my  attention.  However,  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  I think  that  I shall  not  be  far  out  by  stating 
that  this  year’s  vintage  (1891)  has  proved  a less  abundant 
one  to  that  for  1890,  but  the  qualities  of  wine  produced  are  said 
to  be  superior  to  those  of  the  last  vintage,  owing  to  the  more 
favourable  movements  of  the  weather  before  and  during  this 
year’s  vintage.  The  total  output  in  the  whole  province  of 
Catania  may  be  calculated  at  1,200,000  hectolitres,  equal  to 
209,523  English  pipes,  against  a production  of  about  8,000,000 
hectolitres,  being  the  entire  out-put  of  the  island.  The  old  wine 
stock  undisposed  of  in  this  district  of  pi'evious  years  is  put  down  at 
200,000,000  to  300,000,000  of  hectolitres.  For  all  that  regards  the 
proceedings  of  the  vintage  and  the  mode  of  preparing  the  must 
I beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  reports  for  1889,  wherein  as  far  as  I 
could  I went  largely  into  the  subject.  Ever  since  then  the  same 
efforts  have  been  at  work  to  improve  the  wine  industry,  but 
without  any  decided  satisfactory  result  up  to  now,  for  the  reasons 
already  stated. 

The  production  of  oranges  and  of  lemons,  1890,  in  this 
district  resulted  thus  : — Oranges  one-sixth  part  above  the  ordinary 
average  ; lemons  one-fourth  part  under  the  ordinary  average  ; the 
lemon  crop  is  calculated  at  4,000,000  of  hundreds,  and  that  of 
oranges  at  1,500,000  of  hundreds,  or  500,000  cases  of  oranges 
and  600,000  cases  of  lemons.  Concentrated  lemon  juice,  2,000 
casks.  Essence  of  lemon,  75  tons. 

The  foregoing  were  exported  to — 


Cases. 

United  States  of  America  ..  200,000 

Austria  . . . . . . . . • 350,000 

Russia  . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 80,000 

Turkey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,000 

Italy  120,000 

Other  countries  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  50,000 

Messina  ..  ..  ..  ,.  ..  ..  ..  270,000 


Prices  ruled  as  follows : — 


Lire  per  1,000. 

Lemons  (winter  fruit)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

„ (summer  fruit)  . . . . . . . . . . 35 

Oranges  . . 20 


Oranges  are  produced  in  the  territory  of  Paterno,  Santa 
Maura,  Licodia,  Biancavilla,  Aderno,  Leonforte,  Palagonia, 
Scordia,  Militello,  Minco,  Granmichele,  Caltagirone,  and  Piedi- 
monte  Etneo. 

Lemons  are  abundant  in  the  territory  of  Catania,  Aci  Reale, 
Giarre,  Riposto,  Mascali,  Fiumefreddo,  Piedimonte  Etneo,  Calta- 
liano,  and  Paterno. 

The  distemper  affecting  orange  and  lemon  trees  knowm  under 
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lljc  names  of  “ engna  ” and  of  “ gomma,”  has  almost  entirely 
been  extirpated  through  grafting  the  trees  at  the  trunk  with  the 
bitter  orange,  which  is  in  itself  refractory  to  the  distemper  in 
question. 

But  the  lemon  tree  is  still  subject  to  the  disease  called 
“ mitilaspis  Havescens  ” affecting  both  tree  and  fruit,  although 
within  the  last  year  the  malady  has  show  signs  of  relaxing. 

This  infection  telis  upon  the  quality  of  lemons,  rendering  them  of 
bad  appearance  and  consequently  objected  to  in  foreign  markets, 
but  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  lasting  qualities  of  the  fruit. 

Oranges  are  not  affected  at  present  by  any  parasitic  intluence. 

Prices  of  these  have  ranged  pretty  fair,  but  those  of  lemons  have 
left  a good  margin  both  to  the  producers  and  to  the  exporters  ; 
recently,  however,  prices  of  oranges  have  undergone  a serious 
decline,  leaving  in  some  cases  a loss  on  exports  to  America 
especially.  It  seems  that  the  Sicilian  produce  finds  a hard 
competition  against  Florida  and  California  production  where  the 
growth  of  the  orange  tree  is  advancing  fast. 

The  impoit  trade  show^s  signs  of  a decline  in  1890,  foreign  Imports, 
goods,  in  fact,  arc  in  some  cases  being  superseded  by  home  make, 
to  this  and  the  heavy  duties  existing  on  foreign  manufactures 
tend  to  keep  these  away.  English  goods  especially  in  the  way  of 
cotton  textures,  and  particularly  on  what  are  known  under  the 
name  of  twills  or  linings.  English  make  of  this  kind  has  fallen  off 
largely  within  the  last  two  or  three  years  through  home  compe- 
tition from  Northern  Italy.  The  duty  on  these  stuffs  comes  up 
as  much  as  45  per  cent,  to  50  per  cent,  on  value.  Other  com- 
modities likewise  in  former  times  imported  from  England  and 
other  countries  are  gradually  losing  the  hold  of  Italian  markets, 
being  replaced  by  home  industry. 

The  financial  conditions  of  the  city  of  Catania  being  rather  Public  worka, 
straitened,  all  that  regards  public  works  is  put  in  abeyance,  and 
since  my  last  report  on  the  subject  with  the  exception  of  the 
Circum-Etnea  Railway  no  other  works  of  note  can  be  mentioned. 

The  said  line  of  railway  is  now  under  active  construction,  the 
first  branch  from  Cibali  to  Misterbianco  is  completed,  and  the 
entire  road  round  the  several  towns  at  the  slopes  of  Mount  Etna, 
will  be  opened  in  a1)Out  18  months. 

General  Remarks, 

The  economical  and  social  position  of  this  district  has,  during  General 
the  last  ten  years,  gone  through  a critical  period.  All  commercial  remarks, 
and  financial  interchanges  have  been  severely  shakened  through 
many  an  act  of  breach  of  confidence,  which  proved  disastrous  to 
public  credit.  An  overwhelming  tendency  to  raising  money  at 
interest  invaded  all  classes,  local  secondary  banking  institutions 
opened  at  one  time  blank  credits  to  almost  any  one  who  felt 
inclined  to  sign  a promissory  note.  The  money  thus  raised  at  an 
interest  varying  from  C per  cent,  to  10  per  cent,  per  annum  wap 
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mostly  invested  in  purposes  of  luxury  more  than  in  any  actual 
speculative  investment.  In  this  way  houses  in  town,  villas  in  the 
country,  and  the  like  were  largely  got  up.  The  game,  however, 
could  not  last  long,  a general  breakdown  was  the  natural  result 
and  one  or  two  of  the  local  banks  had  to  come  to  grief ; unlawful 
means  for  securing  capital  were  resorted  to,  such  as  by  forging 
the  signatures  of  well-to-do  people,  or  by  altering  the  original 
amounts  of  bills  into  larger  sums,  and  all  other  similar  breaches  of 
confidence,  finally  ending  with  two  or  three  criminal  cases  before 
the  local  courts  with  much  scandal  and  discredit.  Things  have 
now  returned  to  a normal  state,  the  fictitious  activity  of  past  years 
has  subsided  into  a calmer  and  real  business-like  movement,  and 
confidence  so  necessary  to  all  commercial  intercourse  is 
gradually  establishing  itself. 

Annex  A. — Retuen  of  all  Articles  of  Import  to  Catania 
during  the  Years  1890-89. 


Articles. 

1890. 

1 

1889. 

i 

Quantity. 

Value, 

^ Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

! £ 

Tons. 

£ 

Colonials 

99 

1 8,179 

78 

5,786 

Paint  and  colours 

608 

j 6,836  j 

825 

1 11,315 

Linen  and  jute  goods  . . 

128 

! 5,033  ! 

253 

9,016 

Colton  goods  . . 

333 

55,250  1 

417 

64,132 

Woollen  goods  .c 

50 

22,832  i 

48 

21,059 

Silk  goods 

8 

5,539  j 

4 

8,308 

Paper  goods 

56 

4,251 

111 

6,997 

Iron  and  metal  goods  . . 

2,606 

30,297 

5,411  1 

54,130 

Hiles  and  leather  goods 

543 

43,675 

579  ! 

67,254 

Coals 

32,831 

35,456 

47,768  1 

44,372 

Pulse  and  dried  fruit  .. 

31,380 

251,182 

28,775 

258,343 

Live  stock 

271 

11,329 

255 

16,757 

Sundry  goods  . , 

4,082 

60,828  1 

4,636 

76,976 

Total  , • . . 

72,995 

540,687 

89,160 

644,175 
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Eeturn  of  all  Articles  of  Export  from  Catania  during  the 

Years  1890-89, 


Articles. 

1890. 

1889. 

Quantity. 

! 

Value. 

Quantity. 

1 Value. 

Sulpliur., 

Tons. 

104,991 

£ 

541,753 

Ton.s. 

117,703 

£ 

353,109 

Olive  oil 

14 

74,46 

9 

993 

Aloe  juice 

7 

487 

Tartaric  salt 

210 

13,328 

120 

7,217 

Linseed . . 

662  j 

' 12,176 

320 

3,234 

Woollen  goods . . 

2 i 

986 

3 

1,356 

Bags 

70  ! 

562 

7 

92 

W orked  cork  . . 

4 i 

532 

2 

336 

Prepared  hides. . 

19 

1,351 

34,772 

42 

6,980 

AVine 

2,5^4 

537 

9,879 

7,463 

Stone  for  constructions 

5,438 

5,069 

6,60-2 

Wheat  . . . , 

1,097 

7,274  1 

781 

6,264 

Oranges  and  lemons 

24,284 

175,067  i 

21,201 

152,746 

>^ielled  almonds 

2,266 

145,553  ] 

1,113 

61,752 

Walnuts  and  small  nuts 

1,137 

27,264  ! 

1,091 

20,437 

Sundry  seeds  . . 

560 

9,439  I 

338 

6,286 
2,870  ■ 

Salt  fish.. 

94 

3,037  j 

89 

Cheese  . . 

16 

1,132 

87 

5,887 

Sundry  goods  . . 

3,903 

42,831  1 

1 

4,482 

39,297 

Total  . . 

o, 

1 

147,301 

1,026,872 

154,534 

686,685 

Annex  B. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Ex- 
ported from  Catania  and  Imported  to  Catania  from  and  to 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1890-89. 


! 

Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1890. 

1889. 

1890. 

1889. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . . 

171,031 

123,261 

144,734 

172,273 

France  . . 

42,903 

49,627 

31,687 

50,266 

United  States  of  America 

84,134 

109,407 

740 

12,712 

Austria  . . 

200,466 

132,433 

31,626 

47,166 

Holland. . 

30,863 

14,382 

1,946 

4,144 

Germany  ,, 

99,820 

51,187 

38,058 

56,462 

Turkey  . . 

102,847 

32,448 

5,751 

11,733 

Other  countries 

•• 

294,803 

173,877 

286,145 

289,419 

Total  . . 

1,026,872 

I 

636,6?  5 

540,687 

C44,175 

Annex  C. — Imports  into  Catania  during  1890. 
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E2t-COCO»(M  COCOCO«-H(MCO 

9 rH  f-4FHO3  01rH0O 

^ "*-  g -! 

33,970 

Articles. 

Colonial 

Paint  and  colours 

Linen  and  jute  goods  ... 

Cotton  goods  

Woollen  goods  

■Silk  goods 

Paper  goods  

Iron  and  metal  goods  ... 
Hides  and  leather  goods 

Coals  

Pulse  and  dried  fruit  ... 

Live  stock  

Sundry  goods  

Total 

Annex  D. — Exports  from  Catania  during  1890. 
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3 

•4ni»A 

£ 

i 541,753 

4,746 

1^*328 

12,176 

‘“986 

562 

532 

1,351 

34,772 

5,069 

7,274 

i 175,067 

145,553 

27,264 

9,439 

3,037 

1 1,132 

42,831 

1,026,872 

•ilTjunnJ) 

Tons, 

104,991  ; 

! 14 

,r,i 

,"2-2|||||S|S2| 

147,301 

QO 

fc-c 

•aniBA 

£ 

225,012 

1,114 

: :isSSil 

294,808 

•B  c 

eg 

o 

•ilijuunO 

Tons. 

43,607 

i ^ 

; 

53,940 

a? 

•aniBA 

£ 

83,102 

: : : 

22 

258 

25 

18,772 

“324 

“i44 

102,847 

3 

H 

•.fl^uBnO 

Tons. 

16,105 

: : : 

210 

4 

2,607 

‘”10 

’"56 

1 

00 

a 

•aniBA 

£ 

18,195 

: : : 

::::::: 

30,863 

o 

W 

Tons. 

3,526 

: : : 

3,873 

•aniBA 

S3" 

2,’678 

70 

151 

461 

112 

321 

10 

88,410 

62,503 

7,630 

70 

502 

2V903 

200,466 

1 

c 

j 'iii^UBnO 

Tons. 

6,529 

4 

: 

1 

4 

8 

430 

1 

12,278 

976 

318 

2 

16 

“213 

20,819 

CJ 

2 

U2 

•aniBA 

£ * 

29,964 

5,‘i68 

“142 

“*60 

22 

37,200 

1,301 

4,995 

5,167 

103 

“12 

84,134 

•CS 

« 

'S 

•^CiTIUBllO 

Tons. 

5,807 

: 

’"14 

“*50 

2 

5,444 

20 

210 

284 

3 

“’  9 

12,031 

i 

•aniBA 

£ 

54,412 

: : ; 

200 

101 

783 

1,625 

6,670 

24,410 

4,305 

7’,’314 

99,820 

o 

'^}i;uBn5 

Tons. 

10,545 

: : : 

: : ; : 

13,249 

« 

u 

C 

•aniBA 

£ 

1 18,994 

*'• 

! ’“68 

“450 

37 

“332 

13,’545 

3,270 

6,‘207 

42,903 

2 

iC^nuBnO 

Tons. 

3,681 

• : ; ; i ;g 

4,667 

Great  Britain 
and  Colonies. 

•aniBA 

£ 

78,385 

2,076 

8,‘400 

6,870 

“986 

“26O 

240 

4,420 

9 

120 

4,725 

32,109 

3,988 

4,202 

2,077 

1,063 

21,101 

171,031 

•AnaBnt) 

Tons. 

15,191 

7 

2 

“‘  2 ' 

4 
321 

5 
16 

651 

502 

166 

274 

64 

15 

1,918 

19,729 
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Annex  E. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Riposto, 
within  the  Vice-Consular  District  of  Catania,  in  the'  Year 


J890. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total.  . . 

Nationality. 

i 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Italian  

302 

15,292 

! 91,003 

' 409 

100,295 

British  

1 

7 

[ 4.273 

1 7 

4,273 

German  

! 

1 

... 

1 

Greek  

Other  nationalities 

*”2 

1*,895 

7 

5,251 

1 

"‘9  - 

7,146 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

304 

! 17,187 

! 

181 

100,527 

485 

117,714 

i 319 

i 

i 14,174 

119 

' 73,214  1 

1 i 

I 438 

I 

87,388 

ClEAKED. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Italian  

313 

17,260 

167 

91,003 

480 

108,263 

British  

7 

4,273 

7 

4,273 

German  

• .« 

• •• 

Greek  

••• 

Other  nationalities 

2 

l‘895 

’ "7 

5,251 

*"9 

7,H6 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

315 

19,155 

181 

100,527 

496 

119,682 

preceding 

325 

14,660 

1 

119 

73,214 

444 

87,874 

Annex  F. — Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Riposto, 
within  the  Vice-Ocnsular  District  of  Catania,  during  the 
Years  1890-89. 


Articles.  | 

1890. 

1889. 

Quantity, 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Wine  . . . . . . 

27 

36 

Tartaric  salt 

9 

245 

W orked  cork  . . . . 

Metal  goods 

120 

715 

30 

259 

Stone  for  constructions 

10 

80 

2 

12 

Wheat  .. 

7 

63 

83 

764 

Coffee  . . 

1 

88 

1 

91 

Mineral  oil 

60 

538 

6 

49 

Pure  spirit 

10 

1,020 

1 10 

2,016 

Sundry  goods  . . 

12 

105 

1 78 

526 

Total 

220 

2,611 

1 

247 

3,998 

rALEimo.  ’ 
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Return  of  tho  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Riposto,  within 
the  Vice-Consular  District  of  Catanin,  (luring  the  Years 
1890-89. 


Articles. 

1890. 

1889. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Wine 

52,895 

’rl,954 

95,680 

137,686 

Aloe  juice  ..  .. 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

Sulphur. . . , 

4. 

. . 

.. 

. . 

Green  fruits 

4 

120 

4 

164 

Almonds 

2 

196 

1 

87 

Oranges  and  lemons  . . 

• * 

. . 

.. 

. . 

Pure  spirits  . . . . 

4 

398 

c . 

. . 

Sundry  goods  . . . . 

- 228 

875 

112 

692 

Total  , . 

63,133 

73,543 

95,797 

138,529 

Annex  G. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  Riposto  and  Imported  to  Riposto,  within 
the  Vice-Consular  District  of  Catania,  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1890-89. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1890. 

1889. 

1890. 

1889. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  , , 

6,696 

10,257 

589 

1,185 

France  . . 

United  States  of 

28,422 

120,974 

85 

69 

America 

23,653 

, * 

544 

Austria  . . . . 

7,313 

763 

1,250 

2,647 

Other  countries 

7,456 

6,535 

146 

97 

Total  . * 

73,543 

138,529 

2,614 

3,998 

Annex  H. —Sulphur  Steam  Mills  at  Catania. 


Name  of  Firm. 

Number  of|Tons  Produced 
Workmen,  in  7 Months. 

Nature  of 
Production. 

Working  | 
Period.  | 

Production 
Exported  to. 

Alonzo  and  Consoli 

75 

15,000 

Ground  and  refined 

o 

Alonzo  and  Consoli  e Marano 

75 

15,000 

,,  ,, 

U 

o as  5 o 

a>0 

Trewhella  

90 

17,000 

,,  and  sublimed 

(Jiuseppo  Vasta  di  Gno. 

50 

7, .'>00 

^ - H 

Fiatelli  Fieheradi  Carmelo... 

25 

3,000 

i>  )) 

s ^ 

” c 

Bianclii  

10 

1,000 

Refined  

. C3  73  .2  O 
as  Tr  ai  'g 

Giuseppe  Lomeo  

30 

3,500 

Ground  

T -s  2 

Nunzio  Nicoletti 

35 

?,800 

,, 

'H  § 

“ at  £ S 

Fratelli  D’  Agata 

28 

3,000 

,,  

Sebno.  Arcidiacono  ... 

35 

3, SCO 

,, 

Michele  Finocchiaro... 

28 

3,000 

S c tA 

,'■3  § c/i 

Fratelli  Caruso 

25 

2,000 

'■§  £ S 

Torrisi  Lanzafame  ... 

20 

1,500 

n ••• 

Total 

52G 

79,100 

26 
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Annex  I. — Table  of  the  Sulphur  Mines  within  the  District 

of  Catania. 


Number. 

Commune. 

Name  of  Mines. 

Name  of  Owner. 

Where 

Founu. 

If  Active 
or  In- 
active. 

1 

Agira 

ScrracampanaTorcetta  ... 

Carmelo  Torcetta  

1813  ... 

Active 

2 

,,  Amato  ... 

Francesco  .imato  

1810  ... 

Inactive 

3 

,,  Castro  ... 

Domenico  Castro  and  Co.  ... 

1832  ... 

Active 

4 

,,  Bianco  ... 

Giovanni  Bianco  

1833  ... 

5 

Garrubba 

Fratelli  Gussio  

,,  ...! 

6 

I'inocchio 

Giovannina  Moncada  ...1 

,,  ... 

Inactive 

7 

Cararai  

1834  ... 

8 

S.  Paolo  Bongiovanni 

1 

Torcetta  

Carmelo  Torcetta  

1869  ... 

,, 

9 

S.  Paolo  Bongiovanni 

Sinopoli 

Giuseppe  Sinopoli  ...  ' ...i 

,,  ... 

10 

CannameLi  

Giuseppe  Giunta  

••• 

Active 

11 

Salido  

Fratelli  Gussio  * 

li 

Colla  

Principe  di  Gangi  ; 

1812 

13 

Garrubba  Angarella 

II  Trewhella  and  Co.  ...1 

,,  ... 

14 

Assoro 

Giangagliano  

Giovanni  Scavone  and  Co.  ...| 

,,  ... 

Inactive 

15 

S.  Agostino  

Fratelli  Gussio  

1811  ... 

Active 

16 

Pozzo  

Nicolo  Speciale  and  Co. 

1791  ... 

17 

,, 

Zinibalio 

Principe  Villafranca 

1790  ... 

18 

Panche  

>» 

1750  ... 

19 

Vodi  Comune  

Comune  di  Assoro  

1700  ... 

20 

71 

,,  S.  Rosolia 

Eredi  Pantano  

1868  ... 

21 

,,  Scavo  

Fratelli  Scavo  and  Co. 

,,  ... 

22 

Batino  

R.  Trewhella  and  Co. 

23 

Ogliastrello  

Principe  Villafranca  .. 

1835  ..*! 

24 

Calagirone 

Seal  a 

Fratelli  Alessandro 

,, 

Inactive 

25 

77  ••• 

Balchini  

G.  Scollo  and  Co 

1888  ... 

Active 

26 

77  ••• 

,,  Lomonaco 

Lomonaco,  Bonanno  and  Co. 

,,  ... 

27 

„ Vannucci 

Marchese  Vannucci 

,,  ... 

Inactive 

28 

Centuripe 

„ Nobili  

Nobili  Giuseppe  

29 

Muglia  

Barone  Spitaleri  

1825  .!. 

Active 

30 

77  ••• 

S.  Costantino  Salina 

Principe  di  Satriano 

1858  ... 

Inactive 

31 

77  ••• 

Marmora 

Eredi  Duca  S.  Giovanni 

1827  ... 

Active 

32 

»7 

Minne  

Comune  di  Centuripe 

1828  ... 

33 

7>  ••• 

Scifa  Policara  

R.  Demanio 

1833  ... 

Inactive 

34 

Pietra  longa  

Rossi  and  Co 

1800  ... 

35 

77 

Marmora  Comune 

Comune  di  Centuripe 

1826  ... 

Active 

36 

77 

„ Palmeri 

37 

Leonforte 

Faccialavata  Scammacca 

Fratelli  Scammacca 

1800  !!! 

38 

77  ••• 

,,  Graziano  ... 

Graziano  Sutera  and  Co.  ... 

1850  ... 

39 

77  ••• 

Favarotta  Carella 

Ercole  Carella  

... 

Inactive 

40 

77 

Giammari  Taccetta 

Carmelo  Taccetta  

,, 

41 

77  ••• 

Eoccametri  

Ferdinando  Cantarelli 

42 

Pece  salito 

Pece  Giuseppe  

” ••• 

” 

43 

77 

Muggiafara  

Mnna.  Urgio  Vaccaria 

,,  ... 

44 

Trazzera  

Pietro  Senzabello  

45 

77  ••• 

Faccialavata  Gussio 

Francesco  Gussio  

1833  ..! 

46 

77  ••• 

Giammari  Petringa 

Filippo  Petringa  and  Co.  ... 

1886  ... 

47 

77  ••• 

,,  llardi 

Carmelo  llardi  and  Co. 

„ ... 

48 

77  ••• 

,,  Puleo 

Santi  Puleo  and  Co 

49 

Kaddusa  ... 

Destricella 

Francesco  Valguarnera 

!»  "• 

Active 

50 

77  ••• 

S.  Nicol6  Scavo 

Fratelli  Scavo  ...  

1770  !!.’ 

51 

77  ••• 

„ Marchese 

Marchese  Raddusa 

1835  ... 

52 

Pietra  Pizzuta  

Francesco  Valguarnera 

1886  ... 

53 

77 

Guidice  

Eredi  Lo  Giudice  

1770  ... 

54 

77  ••• 

Mintina  

Marchese  Raddusa  ... 

55 

Portella  

>>  ...  ... 

56 

Ramacca  ... 

Cugno  e Carella 

Principe  di  Formosa 

!! 

Inactive 

57 

77  ••• 

Chiapperia  

Mse.  di  S.  Elisabetta 

1811 

58 

77 

S.  Nicol6  Cugno 

Principe  di  Formosa 

1886  ... 

59 

Regklbuto 

Passo  Piraino  Torriselle 

Duca  Carcaci 

60 

Torricchia 

Sinopoli  Vincenzo  

1878  .’!! 

61 

77 

Calcara  o Chieffo 

Vincenzo  di  Marco 

1881  ... 

62 

Patem6  ... 

llaggio  e Tramonti 

M 

63 

77 

1 

Revocato  

” 

::  ... 

1 ” 
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Marsala. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Gray  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  return  of  exports  shows  a decrease  on  that  of  1 890,  Trade  and 
owing  to  reduced  shipments  of  wine.  The  imports  also  are  less  commerce, 
than  in  1890,  and  this  is  chiefly  to  be  observed  in  the  quantity  of 
staves  imported  from  Ancerica.  There  was  less  foreign  spirit 
imported  than  last  year,  as  the  price  had  been  increased  so  much 
that  it  could  not  compete  with  spirit  made  from  poor  wines  here, 
especially  as  a large  reduction  in  tax  on  distilling  was  accorded 
by  Government. 

The  returns  of  vessels  trading  here  do  not  differ  much  from  Shipping, 
those  of  1890,  as  regards  tonnage. 

As  regards  the  vintage  of  1891,  the  production  may  be  General 
calculated  about  the  same  as  last  year,  owing  to  the  large  num-  remarks, 
ber  of  young  vines,  which  were  planted  a few  years  ago,  now  , 
beginning  to  yield  plentifully.  The  quality,  however,  is  far  from 
good,  and  prices  are  very  low  as  there  is  so  little  demand,  and 
large  quantities  will  have  to  be  got  rid  of  for  distilling  before  the 
hot  weather  comes  on. 

The  only  really  important  demand  is  from  Malta,  and  shippers 
hope  to  get  their  profit  out  cf  the  drawback  which  is  accorded 
by  Government  on  wines  from  11  degrees  to  14  degrees  Gay- 
Lussac. 


Milazzo. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Trifiletti  reports  as  follows  : — 

As  to  what  concerns  the  import  trade  I can  say  that  it  has 
developed  for  the  past  year  in  the  usual  course,  but  exportation 
has  not  been  very  satisfactory  on  account  of  falling  of  prices  of 
wine. 

For  good  as  may  be  the  wine  of  this  place,  it  is  a fact  that  it 
is  neglected  on  account  of  the  great  production  of  the  article  in 
Sicily  and  in  Italy,  which  causes  the  low  prices,  and  as  local 
growlers  will  not  sell  at  so  low  prices,  all  business  is  stopped,  and 
the  export  is  very  dull. 

The  trade  of  oranges  and  lemons  is  reduced  considerably, 
as  the  new  railway  conveys  these  articles  to  Messina,  wdiere 
merchants  from  the  interior  find  better  chances  fur  their  ship- 
ments. 

Very  likely  the  new  treaty  of  commerce  with  Germany  will 
improve  the  conditions  of  this  market,  and  I lioj)e  to  be  able  to 
report  about  it  next  year,  after  experience  of  its  effects. 
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Kltukn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Palermo  in  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

3 

611 

357 

398,437 

360 

399,048 

Italian  

2,587 

427,875 

1,378 

1,339,815 

3,965 

1,767,690 

German  

45 

43,704 

45 

43,704 

Dutch  

• •• 

32 

22,713 

32 

22,713 

Norwegian  and 

1 

Swedish 

21 

11,906 

i 21 

11,906 

Belgian  

14 

15,718 

15,718 

Austrian  

‘ "5 

2,’]  £3 

2 

1,227 

1 7 

3,360 

' Other  countries  ... 

7 

2,171 

5 

3,246 

i 

5,417 

Total  

2,602 

432,790 

1,854 

1,836,766 

4,456 

2,269,556 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

1,897 

107,303 

1,698 

1,287,720 

3,535 

1,395,023 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  | 
Vessels.  | 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels, 

Tons. 

British  

3 

611 

358 

400,013 

361 

400,624 

Italian 

2,572 

425,561 

1,369  ; 

1,333,529 

3,941 

1,759,090 

German  

45  1 

43,704 

45 

43,704 

Dutch  

34 

24,029 

34 

24,029 

Norwegian  and 

Swedish 

• •• 

18  : 

10,955 

18 

10,955 

Belgian  

... 

16  1 

17,409 

16 

17,409 

Austrian  

8 

2,847 

2 

1,227 

10 

4,074 

Other  countries  ... 

1 2,171 

5 

3,246 

12 

5,417 

Total  

2,590 

431,190 

1,847 

1 1,834,112 

4,437 

2,265,302 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

1,912 

105,107 

1,749 

1 1,280,312 

3,661 

1,385,419 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
Palermo  and  Imported  to  Palermo  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

-"^reat  Britain  ..  .. 

303,364 

1 362,831 

378,178 

372,271 

/-'France  . . . . . . 

151,156 

j 144,278 

125,064 

116,672 

Germany 

22,245 

24,768 

64,850 

111,006 

United  States  .. 

438,471 

! 697,856 

227,504 

123,589 

Austria.. 

17,666 

29,195 

81,186 

81,611 

Holland,. 

39,t^38 

32,835 

17,703 

13,598 

Turkey  . . 

916 

3,410 

22,844 

19,980 

J’tissia  .. 

4,083 

2,360 

53,831 

72,889 

Belgium 

9,330 

6,497 

8,588 

! 14,425 

Ollier  countries 

38,454 

64,467 

24,038 

30,975 

Total 

1,025,523 

1,368,497 

1,004,686 

957,016 

rALEllMO. 
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Ketuun  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Palermo  during' 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  goons  and  yarns  ... 

Cwts. 

10,711 

£ . 
114,399 

10,502 

£ 

106,369 

Woollen  goods  and  yarns 

M 

4,679 

108,643 

4,090 

95,  .508 

Silken  goods  and  yarns  ... 

n 

345 

62,966 

219 

55,811 

Linen  goods  and  yarns  ... 

7,006 

10,674 

10,595 

14,3/3 

129,567 

Coals  

Tons 

103,187 

118,233 

119,969 

Cereals  and  vegetable  produee 

Bushels 

432,011 

94,588 

537,445 

3,920 

82,826 

Hides  and  skins  

Cwts. 

3,357 

21,114 

30,697 

Animals  and  their  produce 

74,260 

73,490 

Petroleum 

Gallons 

. J 

779i086 

29,745 

755i788 

28,8.50 

Colours  and  dyes  ... 

Cwts. 

15,076 

5,368 

9,897 

7,862 

Iron  and  metals  

Tons 

2,510 

83,602 

5,380 

68,233 

Machinery 

,, 

320 

24,926 

237 

22,498 

Glassware 

Cwts. 

13,422 

18,955 

12,400 

16,831 

Timber  and  furniture 

284,514 

58,231 

419,030 

66,097 

Colonials  

38,291 

107,247 

26,264 

81,554 

Chemicals  ... 

15,057 

15,086 

15,275 

10,302 

Other  articles  ... 

56,648 

66,148 

Total  

1,004,686 

... 

957,016 

Rbtukn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Palermo  during 
the  Years  1891--90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

i 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Green  and  dry  fruit 

* 

431,337 

£ 

703,991 

Sumac  

Cwts. 

606,'796 

262,437 

74  si  006 

323,690 

Sulphur  

• •• 

5 ? 

8,892 

1,444 

15,660 

3,230 

Oils 

Gallons  ... 

175,780 

55,262 

176,175 

59,657 

Cereals  

Bushels  ... 

123,267 

23,935 

279,070 

61,912 

Manna  

Cwts. 

3,097 

22,069 

1,912 

11,685 

Taitar  

49,977 

132,279 

44,204 

130,523 

Animal  produce  ... 

15,385 

11,977 

Lemon  juice 

Gallons  ... 

4’9i764 

271,348 

21,224 

17,*683 

10,022 

Wine  

,, 

18,827 

426,030 

12,902 

Other  articles 

41,324 

38,908 

Total 

... 

... 

... 

1,025,523 

... 

1,368,497 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Messina  in  the  Year 

1891. 


Ektered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

[ Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ton.s. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

I 

1,901 

365 

388,685 

383 

390,586 

Italian  

1,872 

87,322 

1,435 

756,785 

3,307 

844,107 

, German  ... 

38 

32,777 

38 

32,777 

Austrian  

23 

18,895 

23 

18,895 

Greek  

1 "^9 

3,743 

5 

2,267 

24 

6,013 

Other  countries  ... 

46 

2,919 

142 

i Oy  i 23 

183 

78,642 

Total  ! 

„ for  the  year 

1,955  , 

- 95,888 

2,008 

1,275,132 

3,963 

1,371,020 

preceding 

2,531  i 

191,174 

2,223 

1,502,389 

4,754 

1,693,563 

30 
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Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

)8 

1,901 

363 

386,394 

381 

388,295 

Italian  

1,797 

85,113 

1,429 

752,701 

3,226 

837,814 

German 

37 

32,002 

37 

32,002 

Austrian  

21 

17.075 

21 

17,075 

Greek  

’l5 

2,910 

5 

2;267 

20 

5,177 

Other  countries  ... 

39 

1,893 

138 

74,118 

177 

76,011 

Total  

„ for  tlie  year 

1,869 

91,817 

1,993 

1,264,557 

3,862 

1,356,374 

preceding 

2,430 

184,048 

2,208 

1,489,713 

4,633 

1,673,761 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Messina  during  the 

Years  1891-90. 


1 

Articles.  j 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 



Wine 

Gallons 

300,344 

& 

20,750 

350,488 

£ 

23,972 

Olive  oil  

Cwts. 

78, 142 

190,358 

25,445 

61,988 

Essences  

3,952  1 

124,378 

4,573 

143,902 

Argol  and  wine  lees  

116,773 

308,172 

122,590 

323,522 

Lemon  juice  

21,772 

35,276 

41,472 

67,354 

Oranges  and  lemons  

674,724 

246,5.i0 

854, 125 

311,512 

Almonds  

20,569 

27,136 

12,581 

5,972 

Walnuts  and  filberts  

37,806 

46,048 

68,132 

82,986 

Dried  fruits 

4,216 

4,278 

3,976 

5,914 

Seeds 

1,960 

1,274 

889 

1,044 

Other  articles  

189,400 

185,600 

Total  

1,193,620 

... 

1,213,766 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Messina  during  the 

Years  1891-90. 


! 

Articles.  j 

i 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity,  j 

Value.  ^ 

Quantity. 

Value. 

i 

Spiiiis  

Mineral  oil 

Coffee  

Sugar  

Colton  goods  

Woollen  goods  

Hides  and  skins  

1 ron 

I’ig-iron  

Steel 

Window  glass  

Coals 

Wheat  

Hour 

Stock,  codfish,  and  herrings 
Utlier  articles  

Gallons  ,..[ 
Cwts.  ...| 

„ 

... 

5 J 

Tons 

I Imp.  qrs.  ... 

^ Cwts. 

)1 

27*, 077 
2,792 
356 
3,365 
997 
20,458 
35,447 
15,298 
553 
2,738 
G5,6H9 
59,475 

40, 1 07 

■ ^ 

l'l”542 
13,036 
328 
34,166 
27,122 
64,380  1 
14,392 
2,795 
768 
1,390 
74,750 
108,488 

i 4 8,' 852 

376.578 

1,533 

27,416 

3,163 

5 

4,847 

780 

17,059 

1 27,767 

15,584 
788 
2,943 
80,567 

I 87,216 

126 
39,625 

£ 

90 

12,388 

14,764 

5 

50,226 

23,058 

60,602 

9,680 

2,215 

81,680 

1.494 

90,588 

159,082 

80 

50,264 

233,542 

Total  

j 778,587 

... 

789,758 

I'ALEKMO, 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shippinf^  at  the  Port  of  Catania  in  the 

Year  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Kationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Italian  

1,851 

59,583 

722 

,552,440 

2 573 

612,023 

British  

3 

262 

261 

276,306 

264 

275,568 

Greek  

■ 85 

14,625 

5 

3,348 

90 

17,973 

German  

... 

25 

26,071 

25 

26,071 

Other  nationalities 

34 

4,078 

59 

48,465 

93 

52,543 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

1,973 

78,648 

1,072 

905,630 

3,045 

984,178 

preceding  ... 

1,909 

71,397 

1,016 

803,548 

2,955 

874,945 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Italian  

1,817 

53,897 

721 

551,656 

2,538 

605,553 

British  

3 

262 

261 

275,306 

264 

275,568 

Greek  

85 

13,651 

5 

3,348 

90 

16,999 

German  

25 

26,071 

25 

26,071 

Other  nationalities 

34 

4,078 

59  ' 

48,465 

93 

52,543 

Total  

for  the  year 

1,939 

71,888 

1,071 

904,846 

3,010 

976,734 

preceding 

1,920 

72,831 

1,047 

803,895 

2,967 

876,726 

32 
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Expokts  from  Catania  during  1891. 

Total. 

•oniL’A 

lOiOo^or^cooojr-coOt^ 
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IQ  .-H 
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•iinunnj) 

li>JK5C;«£),QC»J00 
C.-  OiODTlicCiC'lOOO  O 

£ o m i—i  r-T 

^ rt  -1  (N 

151,696 

Other  1 

Countries.  1 

•oniBA 

£ 

244,524 

916 

3,118 

36 

13,550 

3,716 

26,641 

25,486 

364 

270 

*185  1 

257 

18 

319,081 
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IQ  CM 

75,741 
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Holland. 
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CO 

ir^ 

Austria. 

•an  IB  A 

£ 

35,569 

‘660 

“*38 

5,149 

81*588 

23,010 

2,920 

254 

30 

’"l2 

0 

CO 

oT 

•.^?i;uBn^ 

Tons. 

- 6,775 

“'31 

- 2 

. 7,572 

11,332 

320 

123 

15 

1 

"*  5 

26,176 

United  States. 

•aniBA 

£ 

36,781 

3,886 

5,586 

‘520 

40,336 

11,794 

9,628 

5,940 

98 

54 

7 

114,630 
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1 

.to  lO  0 ' (M 'I* N W M 
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France. 
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W^dCOCMCO  t^CliQ05^005'^CO— * 

CtJi  05CO  CICMCO'^'^CM  Cll 

, 1 

0 

CM 

00^ 

§ 

Articles. 

Sulphur  

Olive  oil 

Tartaric  salt  

Linseed  

Bags  

Trepared  hides  

Wine  

-‘^tone  for  constructions... 

Wheal  

Oranges  and  lemons 

Shelled  almonds 

Walnuts  and  small  nuts 

•Sundry  seeds  

Salt  fish  

Cheese  

Sundry  goods  

Total  

Imports  into  Catania  during  1891. 
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•oniBA 

1 ^ 

: 55,447 

; 87,867 

10,781 

10,814 

5,252 

62,CS1 

38,235 

6,421 
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•oniBA 

JailiiSslisSS 

'**  .-T  « .H-tC  gf 

s 

s 

s 

Tons. 

376 

129 

2 

341 

2 

8 

13 

1 

95 

88 

113 

5 

984 

»o 

7r 

CQ 

O 

cS 

W. 

•a-np?A 

^ ; : : : : : 

27,338 

2,916 

7,115 

I 

c? 

0^ 

‘S 

p 

Tons. 

*441 

132 

560 

2 

c 

(SS 
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! 

50 

' Articles. 

Coals  '... 

Pulse  and  dried  fruit  ... 

Colonials 

Paint  and  colours 

Linen  and  jute  goods  ... 

Cotton  goods  

Woollen  ,, 

Pilk  „ 

Paper  „ 

Iron  and  metal  goods  ... 
Hides  and  leather  , , ... 

Lire  stock 

Sundry  goods  

: 

: 

1 

c 2 


(1390) 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  all  Articles  of  Import  to  Catania  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Colonials 

126 

10,781 

99 

8.179 

Paint  and  colours 

983  j 

1 10,814 

609 

6,836 

Linen  and  jute  goods  .. 

23-2  j 

i 5,252 

■ 128 

5,033 

Colton  goods  , , 

378 

62,081 

333 

55,250 

Woollen  „ 

77 

38,235 

50 

22,832 

Silk  „ 

8 

6,421 

8 

5,539 

Paper  „ 

120 

3,610 

56 

4,251 

Iron  and  nielal  goods  .. 

1,557 

29,825 

2,606 

30,297 

Hides  and  leather  „ . . 

1,048 

85,360 

543 

43,675 

Coals  . . . . . , 

49,505 

5.5,447 

32,831 

35,456 

Pulse  and  dried  fruit  . . 

10,905 

87,867 

31,330 

251,182 

Live  stock 

413 

15,690 

271 

11,329 

Sundry  goods  . . 

4,641 

66,190 

4,082 

60,828 

Total 

69,993 

477,573 

72,995 

540,687 

Return  of  all  Articles  of  Export  from  Catania  (luring 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Sulphur 

100,343 

526,974 

104,991 

541,753 

Olive  oil 

80 

7,042 

14 

4,746 

Tartaric  salt 

174 

8,927 

210 

13,328 

Linseed  . . 

1,427 

23,915 

662 

•12,176 

Rags 

338 

4.594 

70 

562 

Prepared  hides. . 

i 17 

1,190 

19 

1,351 

Wine 

1 927 

18,602 

2,534 

34,772 

Stone  for  constructions 

14,830 

9,986 

5,438 

5,069 

Wheat  . . 

4,411 

28,877 

1,097 

7,274 

Oranges  and  lemons  . . 

25,321 

182,330 

24,284 

175,067 

Shelled  almonds 

1,250 

89,792 

2,266 

145,553 

Walnuts  and  small  nuts 

891 

21,092 

1,137 

27,264 

Sundry  .seeds  . . 

563 

10,277 

560 

9,439 

Salt  fish..  .. 

55 

1,737 

94 

3,037 

Cheese  . . 

35 

2,401 

16 

1,132 

Sundry  goods  . . , . 

1,084 

4,272 

' 3,903 

42,831 

Total 

151,696 

942,008 

147,295 

1,026,354 

PALERMO. 
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Annex  C. — Table  sliowlng  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  Catania  and  Imported  to  Catania  from  and  to 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


' Countr}’. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

Great  Britain  . . 

1 

£ 

163,264 

£ 

171,031  . 

£ 

180,916 

£ 

144,734 

France  . . 

23,563 

42,903 

46,254 

31,687 

U nited  States  of  America 

114,630 

84,131 

37,369 

740 

Austria  . . . . 

149,130 

200,466 

53,533 

31,626 

-Holland 

10,669 

30,863 

4,677 

1,946 

^ Germany 
' 't  urkey  . . 

80,930 

99,82a 

38,384 

38,058 

75,741 

102,847 

1,665 

5,751 

Other  countries 

•• 

319,081. 

294,808 

114,775 

286,145 

Total 

•• 

942,008 

1,026,872 

477,573 

540,687 

Annex  A. — Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Eiposto, 
within  the  Vice-Consular  District  of  Catania,  in  the  Year 
1891. 

« 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons 

Italian  

368 

15,268 

234 

139,905 

602 

15.5,173 

British  ‘ 

17 

11,396 

17 

11,396 

fierman  

• •• 

••• 

1 

957 

1 

957 

Greek  

^ ••• 

1 

Other  nationalities 

33 

ll',471 

"33 

11’, '471 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

368 

15,268 

285 

163,729 

653 

178,997 

preceding 

304 

17,187 

181 

ICO, 527 

1 . <485 

117,714 

Cleared 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam . 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Italian  

363 

14,994 

234 

139,905 

597 

154,899 

British  

17 

11,396 

17 

11,396 

German  

1 

957 

1 

957 

Greek  

... 

... 

Other  nationalities 

... 

32 

10,751 

32 

10,751 

Total  

363 

•14,994 

284 

163,009 

647 

178,003 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

315 

19,155 

131 

100,527 

496 

119,682 
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Annex  B. — Rkturn  of  all  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to 
Uiposto,  within  the  Vice-Consular  District  of  Catania, 
(luring  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Metal  goods 

160 

1,040 

120 

715 

Stone  for  construetions 

15 

103 

10 

80 

Wheat  . . 

3 

31 

7 

68 

Cofi'ee  ..  ..  .. 

2 

175 

1 

88 

Mineral  oil 

23 

195 

60 

538 

Pure  spirit 

5 

532 

10 

1,020 

Sundry  goods  , . 

15 

175 

12 

105 

Total 

223 

2,251 

220 

2,614 

Return  of  all  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Riposto, 
within  the  Vice-Consular  District  of  Catania,  (luring  the 
Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine  ..  ,. 

Tons. 

10,542 

£ 

14,588 

Tons. 

52,895 

£ 

71,954 

Green  fruits  . . 

16 

154 

4 

120 

Almonds 

5 

242 

2 

196 

Oranges  and  lemons  . , 

874 

6,300 

• « 

Pure  spirit 

6 

403 

4 

398 

Sundry  goods  . , 

43 

117 

228 

875 

Total  « , , . 

11,486 

21,804 

53,133 

73,543 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  Riposto  and  Imported  to  Riposto,  within  the 
Vice-Consular  D]strl(.*t  of  Catania,  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country, 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  .. 

6,488 

6,698 

1,194 

589 

France  . . 

28,422 

27 

85 

United  Staiesof  America 

5,621 

23,653 

249 

544 

Austria  . . 

8,123 

7,316 

766 

1,260 

Other  countries 

1,572 

7,456 

15 

140 

Total  . « 

21,804 

73,543 

2,251 

2,614 

PALERMO. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Marsala 
during  the  Year  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

86 

4,392 

31 

22,270 

117 

26,662 

German  

• •• 

... 

3 

2,863 

3 

2,863 

Danish  

9 

5,966 

9 

5,966 

Italian  

1,254 

47,091 

810 

100,828 

1,464 

147,919 

American 

1 

3J6 

1 

336 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

1,341 

51,819 

253 

131,927 

1,594 

183,746 

preceding 

2,589 

52,728 

251 

112,877 

2,840 

165,605 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

91 

4,454 

31 

22,270 

122 

26.724 

German  

3 

2,863 

3 

2,863 

Danish  

... 

9 

5,966 

9 

5,966 

Italian  

1,266 

47,639 

210 

100,828 

1,476 

148,467 

American 

1 

336 

1 

336 

Total 

„ for  the  year 

1,358 

52,429 

253 

131,927 

1,611 

184,356 

preceding 

2,543 

52,355 

251 

112,877 

2,794 

165,232 

Annex  B. — Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Marsala  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value.  „ 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cheese  

Cwts. 

646 

£ 

1,678 

297 

£ 

772 

Olive  oil  

2,430 

4,252 

406 

702 

Fruit,  dried 

20 

40 

Wine 

Pipes 

OO^Gll 

33i,’949 

103,317 

468,205 

Wine  lees,  dried 

Tons 

144 

8,640 

Other  articles  

94 

Total  

... 

346,619 

... 

469,813 
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LiEruKN  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Marsala  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity,  i 

V tine. 

Coffee  and  sugar  ... 

Cwts, 

211 

£ 

864 

180 

£ 

943 

Coal 

••• 

Tons 

2,536 

2,637 

1,703 

2.463 

Bran 

•••  ••• 

Cwts. 

224 

71 

Staves  

1,000 

815 

14,670 

*1^457 

26i226 

Cattle  

Head 

56 

504 

Iron 

Tons 

"’l02 

”*765 

194 

1,267 

(Bain 

Quarters  ... 

1,781 

4,665 

1,616 

3,998 

Betroleum 

••• 

Tons 

454 

6,710 

343 

5,038 

Spirit  

•••  •*. 

Pipes 

671 

6,710 

990 

7,036 

Other  articles 



... 

644 

i 686 

Total 

37,736 

48,271 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  Marsala  and  Imported  to  Marsala  from  and 
to  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

America 

Great  Britain  and 

2,860 

8,652 

21,092 

27,830 

colonies 

84,411 

114,573 

4,452 

4,562 

Kaly 

204,271 

296,191 

, , 

France  . . 

7,034 

6,810 

25 

Germany  and  Eussia  . . 
Tunis,  and  other 

26,436 

18,499 

6,710 

7,217 

countries 

21,507 

26,088 

29,217 

8,637 

Total 

346,519 

469,813 

61,471 

48,271 

PALERMO. 
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Annex  A’.— Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Trapani  in  tlic 

Year  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  ...  \.. 

2g  : 

. 9,866 

1 9 

7,631 

37 

17,497 

1 talian  

70 

32,050 

14 

9,260 

84 

41,110 

Norwegian  and 

Swedish 

33 

16,249  ' 

65 

36,060 

98 

52,309 

American 

11 

8,108 

...  - 

11 

8,108 

Itussian  

16 

8,307 

... 

16 

8,307 

Austrian  

10 

6,238 

... 

10 

. 6,238 

Greek  

3 

929 

4 

‘ 2,498” 

7 

3,427 

Tunisian 

1 

103 

... 

1 

103 

German  

4 

2,941 

4 

2,941 

Spanish 

1 

”200 

... 

1 

200 

Total  

173 

82,050 

96 

53,390 

269 

140,440 

„ far  the  year 

preceding 

... 

166 

89,824 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality.  , 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

N nmber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

- 28 

9,866 

9 

7,631 

37 

17,497 

Italian  

Norwegian  and 

70 

32,050 

14 

9,260 

84 

41,:il0 

Swedish  ... 

33* 

16,249 

66 

36,060 

98 

52,309 

American 

11 

8,108 

11 

8,108 

Itussian  

16 

8,307 

... 

16 

8,307 

Austrian  

10 

6,238 

10 

6,238 

Greek  

3 

929 

’"4 

2’,"498 

7 

3,427 

Tunisian  

1 

103 

... 

1 

103 

German  

••• 

4 

2,'941 

4 

2,941 

Spanish  

1 

’200 

... 

1 

200 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

173 

82,050 

96 

58,390 

269 

140,440 

preceding 

... 

... 

166 

89,824 

Annex  B. — Keturn  of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Trapani  during  the  Year  1891. 
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Annex  B. — IIktui.n  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Trapani  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

Tons,, 

Gallons 

Tons 

Number  ... 
Tuns 

a 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Salt 

Wine ...  . « ... 

Planks  

Kmptj  casks  

Sparto  ropes  

Stones  for  building  

Macaroni  

Seeds  

Salted  sardines  

Cheese  ^ 

Other  articles  ...  '* 

Total  

219,288 

104,588 

251 

10,850 

52 

126 

10 

14 

247 

40 

4,980' 

£ 

60,304 

15,972 

502 

2,441 

1,456 

252 

120 

252 

7,410 

3,040 

6,428 

106,865 

134,800 

146 

92,500 

65 

352 

27 

21 

545 

25 

5,128 

£ 

34,731 

26,960 

292 

20,812 

1,820 

704 

324 

378 

16,350 

1,900 

6,709 

98,177 

... 

110,960 

Return  of  Princiiial  Articles 

of  Import  to  Trapani  during  the 

Years 

1891-90 

Articles,  'll"" 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Coal 

Tons 

13,320 

13,320 

7,289 

7,289 

Wheat  

,, 

11.199 

95,192 

12,425 

105,612 

Olive  oil  

>1 

1 

36 

1,314 

47,304 

Alcohol  

M 

162 

3,888 

117 

2,808 

Iron  sheets,  bars,  hoops, 

tubes,  &c 

,1 

343 

2,925 

1,378 

11,713 

Zinc  plates 

,, 

6 

132 

2 

44 

Koof  tiles 

Number  ... 

15,700 

31 

28,000 

56 

Cotton  cloths  

Kilos. 

450 

70 

800 

128 

Woollen  cloths  

,,  ... 

1,599 

210 

1,014 

136 

Sparto  weed  

Tons 

111 

1,554 

120 

1,680 

Cattle  

Number  ... 

379 

7,580 

66 

1,320 

Horses,  mules,  and  donkeys 

ly  ••• 

258 

1,290 

126 

630 

Salted  fish 

Tons 

310 

930 

626 

1,878 

Sponges  

Number  ... 

3 

49 

1 

23 

Empty  casks  

778 

140 

... 

Coffee  

Kilos. 

10,520 

1,271 

14i884 

1,802 

Seeds  

Tons 

30 

630 

19 

399 

Bran 

,,  ... 

... 

... 

12 

60 

Petroleum 

yy  ••• 

323 

3,392 

379 

3,980 

Common  wood  

3,705 

31,492 

... 

... 

Other  articles  

yy  ••• 

7,311 

43,866 

6,120 

36,720 

Total  

... 

... 

207,993 

i 

223,582 
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Aunex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  Trapani  and  Imported  to  Trapani  from  and 
to  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1891-00. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

England 

£ 

7,980 

£ 

12,641 

£ 

16,377 

£ 

19,046 

Turkey 

14,789 

28,650 

98,446 

109,592 

Tunis  . . 

2,444 

1,529  * 

8,955 

49,314 

U nited  States  of  America 

19,100 

7,386 

3.392 

3,980 

Sweden  and  Norway  .. 

25,280 

21,926 

11,292 

, , 

Russia  .. 

5,330 

3,146 

• • 

Brazil  .. 

, , 

2,756 

1,802 

Austria  . . 

6,250 

5,845 

20,200 

■ 15,600 

Greece  .. 

. , 

2,t=00 

. , 

Germany 

3,750 

7,428 

3,888 

2,808  • 

Spain  . . . . . . 

1,000 

14,032 

. . 

. . 

France  .. 

, , 

1,582 

320 

Other  countries. , . . 

12,254 

5,600 

41,110 

21,120 

Total  . . 

98,177 

110,980 

207,998 

223,582 

Return  of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Milazzo  during  the  Year  1891. 
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Return  of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Milazzo  during  the  Year  1891 — continued. 


rALBUMO, 


OJ'H<t'.'cf«00000000 

O <N  <N  urs  (M  kO 

u 

»0  rt< 

o 

e003t^»rtk0O00T*«CO 

-2 

cn 

0*0«Ot'-tOkO-H<«0(M 

o 

d 

<N<»t>.COOOt-lrHOO''3* 

o 

r-T  f-?  r-T  irT 

E-f 

<M  Tj« 

rH 

<4-1 

o . 

-2 

o 

■^rHCO(NT}(T-(fHr- to 

9 a> 

G<l  CO 

»o 

d >- 

w 

5 

OS  rf<  Oi  00  CO 

<M  . . CO  , .CO 

rH  . . . .CO 

o 

03 

—1  O O CO  *o 

CO 

CS  kO  -a* 

a 

CO^  . t.  00  . f-H  .05 

o 

H 

ko"  • • mT  • • tcT 

i-H 

a 

M 

o . 

Q)  a> 

^ CO 

CO  . . Ol  CO  . rH  . rH 

9 S 

* <M 

1 

O 03  00  o oi 

CO  <N  rH  <N  I-H 

<a 

CO  . • 

O 

kcT 

09 

o 

tf) 

kO  O'.  1-  ko  O "rj*  rH 

a 

CO 

r-r  O CO  r-k  ko  CO  00 

o 

a 

kO  CO  . CO  I-H  . CO 

o 

Eh 

kO  r-T  • * 30 

rH  ' (N 

pH 

Cm 

o . 

f->  JS 

O aj 

00  rH  CO  t-H  rH  I-H  <35 

I-H  . . OO 

9 S 

* • 

1 

1 

1 ••••••••• 

1 ••••••••* 



• 

i 

1 

I a 

1 •••C9***** 

p 

S 

'-.j 

1 1 § 

oj 

1 ••ear2**^** 

-C!  fcO  A -5  1=!  C M 

•Jo  -g  '3 :5  -s  « .2 

•2d032a®  = es 

1 

Vl 


LONDON ; 

Printed  for  Her  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office, 
By  IIAUUISON  AND  SONS, 
Printers  in  Ordinary  to  Her  Majesty, 
(12C0  9 1 92— H & S 1390) 


FOREIGN  OFFICE 


1892. 

ANNUAL  SERIES. 


NO  1118. 

DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS  ON  TRADE 

AND  FINANCE. 


JAPAN. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  FEAR  1891 

ON  THE 

FOREIGN  TRADE  OF  JAPAN. 


REFEREMCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  Re,  961. 


Issued  during  the  Recess  and  Fresented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
by  Command  of  Her  Majesty. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  HER  MAJESTY’S  STATIONERY  OFFICE 
BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN’S  LANE,  * 

PRINTERS  IN  ORDINARY  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 


T-n'trTv-rv  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 

& SPOT TibWOODE,  East  Harding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  EC  and 
32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.:  or 
JOHN  MENZIES  & Co.,  12,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh,  and 
90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow;  or 
HODGES,  FIGGIS,  & Co.,  Limited,  104,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 


[0.  6812^43.] 


1892. 

Price  Three  Halfpence. 


New  Series  of  Reports 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  bo 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page  : — 


No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

996.  Galatz 

0 • 

, , 

l^d. 

1057.  Saigon 

Id. 

997,  Nantes 

• • 

, , 

lid. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

Id. 

998.  Algiers 

, . 

Id. 

1059.  Trcbizond.. 

Id. 

999.  Havre 

2id. 

1060.  Barcelona . . 

l|d. 

1000.  Buenos  Ayres 

6d. 

1061.  Tainan 

Id. 

1001.  Baltimore., 

, • 

, , 

lid. 

1062.  Smyrna  .. 

lid. 

1002.  lagaurog  .. 

• • 

, « 

Id, 

1063.  Old  Calabar 

, « 

id. 

1003.  Eiga 

• • 

2d. 

1064.  Samoa 

• • 

id. 

1004.  Bordeaux  .. 

1065.  Tahiti 

Id. 

1005.  The  Hague 

• • 

IJd. 

1066.  Chefoo 

* . 

6d. 

1006.  Paraguay  . . 

• • 

. . 

Ud. 

1067.  Gothenburg 

• • 

2d. 

1007.  Constantinople 

• • 

Ud. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

• « 

lid. 

1008.  Kome 

f • 

Id. 

1069.  Loanda 

lid. 

1009.  Mozambique 

, , 

. , 

Id. 

1070.  Guatemala 

Id. 

1010.  Wenchow  , . 

Id. 

1071.  Zanzibar  .. 

, * 

Id. 

1011.  Mogador  .. 

2 Id. 

1072.  Charleston 

2ld. 

1012,  Amoy 

, • 

. . 

Id. 

1073.  Nice 

Id. 

1013.  Kiukiang  .. 

, . 

. . 

Id. 

1074.  Caracas 

Id. 

1014.  Stettin  .. 

• 

lid. 

1075.  Lisbon 

2d. 

1015.  Boston 

• 

Id. 

1076.  Calais 

2d. 

1016.  Callao 

Id. 

1077.  Eio  Grande  do  Sul 

6id. 

1017.  Aleppo 

• 

. . 

Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia 

2|d. 

1018.  Santos 

• 

2id. 

1079.  Brindisi  .. 

2d. 

1019.  Piraeus 

Id. 

1080.  New  York.. 

2d. 

1020.  Mogador  ., 

, . 

Id. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

l|d. 

1021.  Adrianople 

, . 

id. 

1082.  Frankfort.. 

, , 

4d. 

1022.  Tripoli 

, . 

. . 

Id. 

1083,  Hiogo 

lid. 

1023.  Jerusalem.. 

. . 

Id. 

1084.  Tokio 

lid. 

1024.  Odessa 

6d. 

1085.  Amsterdam 

Id. 

1025.  Genoa 

. . 

l|d. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

3d. 

1026.  Kiungchow 

Id. 

1087.  Bangkok  .. 

-id. 

1027.  Batoum  .. 

. . 

. . 

4id. 

1088.  Soul 

lid. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai 

Id. 

1029.  Batavia 

. . 

Id. 

1090.  Copenhagen 

• • 

id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

. , 

, , 

id. 

1091.  NeAV  Caledonia 

id. 

1031.  San  Jos5  .. 

, , 

Id. 

1092,  Bushire 

2d. 

1032,  Manila  o. 

lid. 

1093.  Tamsui 

Id. 

1033.  Marseille.s . , 

Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk  . . 

Id. 

1034.  Swatow 

Id. 

1095.  Port  Said  . . 

• 0 

Id. 

1035.  Paris  .. 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala 

id. 

1036,  Ichang 

. . 

5d. 

1097.  Chungking 

9d. 

1037.  Pakhoi  .. 

Id. 

1098.  Nagasaki  .. 

Id. 

1038.  Foochow  . . 

Id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

2d. 

1039.  Brest 

, . 

, , 

Id. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1040.  Madeira  .. 

, , 

, , 

Jd. 

1101.  Shanghai  .. 

2d. 

1041.  Antwerp  .. 

lid. 

1102.  Jeddah 

id. 

1042.  Taganrog  . . 

2id. 

1 1 03.  Chicago  . . 

3d. 

1043.  Algiers 

, . 

. . 

2. id. 

1104.  Erzeroum.. 

id. 

1044.  Hankow  .. 

, , 

. . 

lid. 

1105.  Loanda 

3d. 

1045.  Nantes 

, , 

lid. 

1106.  Macao 

t • 

id. 

1046.  Belgrade  . . 

, , 

, . 

2d. 

1107.  Canton 

• • 

• « 

Id. 

1047,  Fiume 

, . 

, . 

Id. 

1108,  Paramaribo 

lid. 

1048,  Wuhu 

. , 

, , 

Id. 

1109.  Tunis 

Dd. 

1049.  Cagliari  .. 

, , 

, . 

Id. 

1110.  Sofia 

• • 

3d. 

1050.  Erzeroum  .. 

, , 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei  .. 

lid. 

1051.  Syra 

, , 

Id. 

1112.  Athens  .. 

1052.  Cherbourg 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1113.  Alexandria 

2d. 

1053.  Lima  .. 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1114,  Vienna  .. 

Id. 

1054.  Bilbao  .. 

, , 

, , 

lUl. 

1115.  Stettin 

2 id. 

1055.  Cadiz 

, , 

, . 

2d. 

1116.  Bcrno 

Id. 

1056.  Corunna  .. 

2 Id. 

1117.  Palermo 

• • 

21d. 
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M,  de  Bunsen  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury, 


My  Lord,  . Tokio,  July  27,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  a Summary  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  of  Japan  for  the  year  1891,  which  has  been 
carefully  and  ably  drawn  up  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Hobart  Hampden, 
Student  Interpreter  at  this  Legation,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Vice- 
Consul  Longford,  who  had  undertaken  the  task  but  was  prevented 
by  illness  from  completing  it. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  M.  DE  BUNSEN. 
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The  figures  quoted  in  the  following  summary,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  census  of  foreign  residents,  are  based  upon  statistics 
given  in  the  official  return  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  Empire  of 
Japan.  Imports  for  the  year  are  converted  into  sterling  at  the 
rate  of  3s.  4d.  to  the  dollar,  exports  at  the  rate  of  3s.  to  the 
dollar. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Japan  for  the  year  1891  amounted 
to  23,286,798/.,  composed  of — 

£ 

Exports  12,798,920 

Imports  ••  ..  ..  ..  ..  10,487,878 

Showing,  as  compared  with  the  figures  for  1890,  an  increase 
of  3,217,598/.  in  exports  and  a decrease  of  2,793,016/.  in  imports, 
or  a net  increase  on  the  whole  foreign  trade  of  424,582/.,  and 
an  excess  of  exports  over  imports  amounting  to  2,311,042/.  Thus 
the  position  of  the  previous  year,  when  imports  exceeded  exports 
by  3,699,572/.,  was  completely  reversed. 

The  distribution  of  the  trade  among  the  open  and  other  ports* 
was  as  follows: — 


Exports 

Imports 


Yokohama. 


£ 

7,972,987 

4,830,469 


Total 


12,803,456 


Imports 

Exports 


Exports 

Imports 


Exports 

Imports 


Exports 

Imports 


Hiogo  and  Osaka. 

£ 

..  4,964,201 

Total 

8,619,867 

Nagasaki. 

£ 

Total  . 

..  1,107,047 

Hakodate. 

£ 

Total 

Other  Ports. 

£ 

Total. . 

617,389 

* The  term  “other  ports”  comprises  Niigata,  Shimonoseki,  Moji,  Ilakata, 
Karatsu,  Kuchinotsu,  Misumi,  Idzugahara,  Shishimi,  Sanuna,  and  Otaru. 
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The  unsatisfactory  character  of  the  import  trade  during  1891  Share  of  por(s 
is  apparent  from  the  above  figures.  The  decrease,  which  is  in  increase 
shared  by  all  the  ports  in  varying  proportions,  amounted  to  decrease. 
1,774,467/.  for  Yokohama  and  to  786,921/.  for  Hiogoand  Osaka, 
being  mainly  due  to  a falling-off  in  the  importation  of  cotton 
yarn,  wool  and  woollen  manufactures,  and  of  rice,  which  was 
brought  into  the  country  in  abnormal  quantities  during  1890, 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  previous  year’s  crop.  The  falling-off 
in  the  demand  for  foreign  rice  w\as  likewise  mainly  accountable 
for  the  decrease  of  65,591/.  and  92, .847/.  recorded  against  Naga- 
saki and  the  “other  ports respectively,  while  in  the  case  of 
Hakodate,  where  a temporary  demand  for  railway  material  had 
raised  the  value  of  the  imports  by  81  per  cent,  during  1890,  a 
decrease  of  73,690/.  is  in  no  way  remarkable.  . It  should  be 
observed  that,  if  the  year  1890  be  left  out  of  consideration  as 
being  in  some  respects  exceptional,  the  import  trade  during  the 
past  year  shows  an  appreciable  advance  on  previous  years  at 
all  the  ports  but  Yokohama,  where  the  imports  stood  lower  than 
in  any  year  since  1886. 

Yokohama,  while  showing  the  greatest  decline  in  imports,  is 
to  be  credited  with  the  largest  increase,  amounting  to  2,500,124/. 
in  exports,  attributable  in  great  part  to  large  operations  in  silk, 
while  the  single  item  of  rice  accounts  for  nine-tenths  of  the  sum 
of  709,237/.  which  represents  the  increase  in  the  volume  of  the 
Hiogo  outward  trade.  The  remaining  open  ports  show  a 
diminished  export,  Nagasaki  of  111,942/.  and  Hakodate  of 
36,523/.,  while  in  the  case  of  the  other  ports  there  is  an  increased 
export  of  156,702/. 

The  general  depression  which  characterised  the  trade  of  Japan  Character  of 
during  the  year  1891  is  attributable,  as  in  1890,  to  fluctuations  ® 
in  exchange,  the  high  price  of  rice,  and  excessive  speculation  in 
railway  and  industrial  undertakings,  which  the  earthquake  of 
October  28,  which  wrecked  the  potteries  and  several  cotton- 
spinning mills  in  the  Gifu-Nagoya  district,  destroying  120,000 
houses  and,  for  a time,  interrupting  railway  communication, 
operated  as  a special  cause  to  paralyse  commercial  enterprise  in 
Central  Japan.  With  reference  to  the  price  of  silver  the  report 
of  the  Yokohama  General  Chamber  of  Commerce  contains  the 
following  observations : — A serious  adverse  element  in  the  trade 
has  again  been  the  fluctuations  in  the  value  of  silver,  and,  con- 
sequently, the  rates  of  exchange  on  gold-using  countries,  as 
Europe  and  America,  the  extreme  variation  in  bank  sight  bills  on 
London  during  the  year  having  been  nearly  12^  per  cent?  The 
fluctuations  have  made  business  very  uncertain  and  perplexing. 

There  are  indications  now  which  lead  to  the  hope  that  the  market 
price  of  silver  will  hereafter  be  more  uniform  than  it  has  been 
during  the  past  two  years.^’ 

From  tables  published  in  the  Japanese  customs  returns  for  Proportion  of 
1891  it  appears  that  82  per  cent,  of  the  entire  foreign  trade  was  n\aads 

in  the  hands  of  foreign  merchants,  viz.,  77  per  cent,  of  imports  ^ 

and  87  per  cent,  of  exports. 

(1400) 
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The  following  statistics  give  the  distribution  of  the  trade  of 
Japan  among  foreign  countries: — 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports, 

Total. 

United  Kingdom  ..  .. 

Hong-Kong 

British  India  . . . . . . 

Australia  . . . . . . 

Canada  . . 

£ 

906,582 

2,024,383 

159,005 

121,846 

216,085 

£ 

3,332,675 

848,268 

935,680 

38,141 

3,473 

£ 

4,239,257 

2,872,651 

1,094,685 

159,987 

219,558 

Total  British  trade  • . 

8,427,901 

5,158,237 

8,586,138 

United  States  . . . . 

China  .. 

France  . . . . 

Germany  

Other  countries  and  ships’  use 

4,795,254 

937,598 

2,433,387 

234,420 

970,360 

1,140,008 

1,466,405 

472,338 

854,579 

1,396,311 

5,935,262 

2,404,003 

2,905,725 

1,088,999 

2,366,671 

Grand  total  . . . . 

12,798,920 

10,487,878 

23,286,798 

Comparing  the  above  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  1890, 
the  difference  is  as  follows  : — 


United  Kingdom. 


£ 

^Exports,  decrease  ..  ..  ..  47,933 

Imports  „ ..  ..  ..  ..  1,302,927 


Total  decrease. . ..  ..  1,050,160 


Hong- Kong. 


£ 


Exports,  increase 

Imports,  decrease 

560,799 

44,817 

Net  increase 

..  516,982 

British  IndiA; 

Imports,  decrease  

Exports,  increase  

£ 

..  512,339 

..  59,003 

Net  decrease  . . 

453,336 

Australia. 

Imports,  de«rease 

Exports  „ 

£ 

12,731 

Total  decrease . . 

..  28,903 

* The  total  given  in  last  year’s  summary  should  read  954,6151. 
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Exports,  increase 

Imports,  decrease 

42,958 
..  696 

Net  increase  .. 

..  42,257 

British  Empire. 

Imports,  decrease 

Exports,  increase 

£ 

..  1,566,953 

602,091 

Net  decrease  ..  .« 

. . 964,862 

United  States. 

Exports,  increase  . . , . 

Imports  „ 

£ 

..  1,440,063 

..  22,895 

Total  increase . . 

..  1,462,958 

China. 

Exports,  increase  . . . « 

Imports,  „ . . , « 

£ 

..  28,332 

Total  increase . . 

81,068 

France. 

Exports,  increase  . . . . 

Imports,  decrease 

£ 

..  1,019,233 

..  156,428 

Net  increase  .. 

..  862,805 

Germany. 

Imports,  decrease  

Exports,  increase  . * . . . « 

£ 

..  91,061 

Net  decrease  . . 

..  168,615 

Expressed  in  dollars,  imports  from  China  and  America  show 
a slight  decrease.  The  opposite  result  here  arrived  at  is  due  to 
the  higher  rate  fixed  for  the  conversion  of  imports  into  sterling 
in  1891  as  compared  with  1890. 

British  trade  has  lost  ground.  It  now  represents  less  than  British  trade. 
37  per  cent,  of  the  total  foreign  trade  of  Japan  as  against  41  per 
cent,  in  1890,  while  the  actual  decrease  amounts  to  more  than 
960,000Z.  Among  the  principal  countries  trading  with  Japan, 

Great  Britain  and  Australia  alone  show  a decrease  both  on  the 
import  and  on  the  export  side.  As  regards  most  of  the  com- 
modities supplied  to  Japan  from  abroad,  all  importing  countries  were 
similarly,  though  not  equally,  affected  by  the  depression  of  trade, 
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but  under  the  headings  of  mining  and  spinning  machinery,  aniline 
dyes,  and  iron  nails.  Great  Britain  receded  while  other  nations 
advanced,  and  in  the  case  of  mercury,  cotton  handkerchiefs,  and 
iron  (rod  and  bar)  the  loss  experienced  by  English  trade  was 
some  measure  of  the  gain  which  accrued  to  Spain,  to  Germany 
and  France,  and  to  Germany  and  Belgium  respectively.  On  the 
other  hand,  locomotives  and  pig-iron  were  imported  in  increased 
quantities  from  the  United  Kingdom,  mainly  at  Germany’s 
expense. 

The  following  tables  give  the  articles  showing  the  largest 
variation,  as  compared  with  1890,  in  the  direction  of  increased 
and  decreased  exportation  to  and  importation  from  the  United 
Kingdom : — 

IxcEEASED  Expoet. 


To— 

Value. 

1891.  • 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain — 

Fish-oil  . . . . . , 

6,524 

158 

Kapeseed  and  oil  

21,232 

2,363 

Bice  ..  ..  .. 

284,806 

31,409 

Screens  . . . . . . 

30,687 

21,858 

Silk,  raw 

118,725 

16,517 

„ handkerchiefs 

74,160 

50,351 

British  India — 

Coal  

34,021 

14,184 

Hong-Kong — 

Camphor  . . . . . . 

134,728 

102,208 

Coal  ..  ..  ..  t. 

251,616 

230,360 

327,431 

Copper 

492,421 

Matches  . . . . . . . , 

232,743 

194,739 

Eapeseed  and  oil 

29,558 

2,280 

Eice 

126,324 

20,823 

Silk  handkerchiefs  * . . . 

30,669 

13,606 

Vegetable  wax  . . 

41,011  • 

28,702 

British  America — 

Tea  (except  green,  basket  fire) 

143,611 

84,495 

Eice 

17,579 

6,202 

Deceeased  Expoet, 


To— 

Value. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  — 

Camphor. , . . . . , , . . 

21,896 

64,443 

99,692 

Copper  . . 

434,218 

52,437 

Porcelain  and  earthenware  , . 

42,966 

British  America — 

Green  tea  (basket  fire)  . . 

36,439 

64,252 

Australia — 

Sulphur  . . . . . • . . . . 

776 

1,871 

TOKIO. 
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Increased  Import. 


To- 

Value. 

1891. 

1890. 

Great  Britain — 

Hats 

• • 

£ 

66,335 

£ 

54,309 

Coal 

• • 

23,689 

17,700 

Iron,  pig. . 

22,954 

303,478 

14,003 

Italian  cloths  . . 

269,323 

Locomotives  , . . . 

84,623 

77,139 

Steel 

33,652 

77,578 

26,423 

Turkey  reds 

66,149 

British  India — 

Cotton,  raw 

•• 

•• 

563,662 

181,000 

Decreased  Import. 


From— 

Value. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain— 

Blankets . . 

41,486 

89,145 

Chintz  . . 

22,939 

72,900 

Cotton,  satin,  and  velvet 

65,648 

98,342 

„ yarn 

742,185 

1,035,881 

Iron,  bar  and  rod 

96,223 

107,157 

„ rail 

80,733 

145,338 

Flannels  . . . . . . 

11,817 

33,492 

167,917 

Machinery,  spinning  . . 

78,933 

„ weaving 

270 

16,340 

Portland  cement 

** 

3,676 

17,829 

Hallway  carriages 

• • 1 

86,508 

92,674 

Shirtings. . 

358,908 

373,821 

Steam  boilers 

20,329 

41,237 

Woollen  cloth  and  mixtures 

54,623 

100,385 

British  India — 

Cotton  yarn 

189,243 

575,661 

Eice 

30,196 

556,000 

Hong-Kong — 

Sugar,  brown  and  white 

829,437 

871,213 

Australia — 

Wool 

26,469 

48,625 

Imports, 

The  position  of  1890  was  completely  reversed  during  1891 
owing  to  the  reaction  following  upon  the  previous  year’s 
excessive  importation.  In  1890  imports  exceeded  exports  (the 
only  instance  during  the  past  decade)  by  the  large  sum  of 
3,6995572^. ; in  1891  exports  preponderated  over  imports  to  the 
amount  of  2,311,042/.,  a figure  only  passed  and  barely  passed  in 
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Cotton  yarn. 


Kaw  cotton. 


in  1886.  Not  only  'did  the  rice  import  dwindle  1,347,886/.  in 
value  (the  natural  outcome  of  better  harvests),  but  what  in  last 
year’s  summary  was  judged  to  be  a ^‘healthy  growth ’’—of 
400,000/.  in  sugar,  100,000/.  in  kerosene,  200,000/.  in  arms  and 
machinery,  200,000/.  in  woollens,  and  140,000/.  in  metals  and 
manufactures  of  metals — has  proved  to  be  a merely  temporary  gain, 
which  is  this  year  more  than  cancelled  by  a decline  in  sugar  of 
77,578/.;  in  kerosene,  of  48,463/.;  in  arms  and  machinery,  of 
421,043/.;  in  woollen  goods,  of  424,980/.;  and  in  metals  and 
manufactures  of  metals,  of  236,737/.  More  than  2,550,000/.  out  of 
the  total  decrease  of  2,793,016/.  are  thus  accounted  for;  the 
falling-off  under  the  four  other  heads  of  cotton  yarn  (680,000/.), 
books,  chintzes,  and  shirtings  aggregates  830,000/.,  against  which 
must  be  set  off  an  increased  import  of  raw  cotton,  drugs,  and 
peas  and  beans  in  the  respective  proportions  of  495,000/.,  40,000/., 
and  34,000/. 

Increased  activity  in  the  Japanese  cotton-spinning  mills  and 
the  heavy  stocks  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  1891  combined 
yet  further  to  restrict  the  importation  of  foreign  yarn,  which  since 
1888  has  shown  a steady  downward  tendency.  English  yarns  fell 
from  23,734,000  lbs.  to  17,007,000  lbs.,  while  Bombay  yarns, 
which  after  a three  years’  supremacy  had  in  1890  hung  behind 
the  Manchester  article,  suffered  a yet  more  disastrous  relapse, 
dwindling  from  18,511,000  lbs.  to  6,048,000  lbs.  The  decline 
may  be  partly  due  to  the  general  stagnation  of  the  import  trade, 
but  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  increased  importation  of  raw 
cotton,  amounting  to  nearly  32,000,000  lbs,  it  would  seem  to 
point  towards  the  gradual  closing  of  the  market  against  foreign 
yarns  with  the  exception  of  the  higher  counts,  which  are  beyond 
the  present  capabilities  of  the  Japanese  manufacturer. 

As  regards  the  import  of  raw  cotton,  the  value  of  which, 
under  the  impulse  of  a native  spinning  industry,  has  more  than 
quadrupled  itself  since  1888,  and  this  year  totals  1,366,000/.,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  British  India,  which  in  1888  stood 
fourth  and  in  1889-90  second  among  importing  countries,  has 
now  forged  ahead  of  China  (and  thus  to  some  extent  recoups 
itself  for  losses  on  yarn),  while  the  American  article  still  continues 
to  rise  in  favour.  The  growth  of  the  trade  and  the  relative 
position  of  the  contributing  countries  is  shown  by  the  following 
statistics : — 


Imports  of  Eaw  Cotton. 


From— 

Quantity. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

British  India  . . 

China  . . . . ; . 

United  States  ..  ..  .. 

Lbs. 

35,327,393 

24,013,352 

7,054,881 

Lbs. 

9,976,284 

22,325,716 

2,366,099 

Lbs. 
426,054 
26,862,623 
95,205  • 

TOKIO. 
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In  cotton  ])Iecc-goocls  there  was  a decrease  of  39,OOOZ.  in  Cotton  piece- 
shirtings,  54,000/.  in  chintzes  and  prints,  10,000/.  in  velvets,  and  goods. 
15,000/.  in  cotton  satins,  partially  counteracted  by  an  increase  of 
23,000/.  in  Turkey-reds  and  of  9,000/.  in  Victoria  lawns.  T-cloths 
remained  stationary. 

Tlie  total  import  of  woollens  amounted  to  913,656/.,  as  against  Woollens. 
1,338,536/.  in  1890.  With  the  exception  of  Italian  cloths,  an 
article  almost  entirely  supplied  by  Great  Britain,  which  rose 
34,000/.,  the  principal  items  under  this  heading  show  a 
decrease : — 


£ 


Eaw  wool  to  the  amount  of 

26,000 

Woollen  yarn  „ 

52,000 

„ cloth  „ 

89,000 

Blankets  „ 

..  51,0C0 

Flannels  „ 

95 

83,000 

Mousseline  de  laine 

. . 137,000 

The  general  stagnation  of  imports  showed  itself  by  a fall  in  Metals, 
metals  and  manufactures  of  metals  to  the  extent  of  237,000/. 

An  increase  is  observable  under  the  heading  of  lead,  of  pig-iroii 
and  steel,  which  in  the  case  of  Great  Britain,  the  country  mainly 
concerned,  advanced  9,000/.  and  7,000/.  respectively;  and  of 
iron,  bar  and  rod,  but  in  no  marked  degree,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  gain  of  69  per  cent,  which  has  to  be  credited  to  Germany 
and  Belgium  combined  was  in  part  counterbalanced  by  a fall  of 
12  J per  cent,  in  the  import  from  the  United  Kingdom,  A sudden 
demand  for  wire  nails  for  repairs  after  the  great  earthquake  in- 
duced a larger  supply  at  a lower  price  of  that  article,  but  other 
manufactures  of  metals  receded,  iron  rails  by  87,000/.,  sundry 
iron  ware  by  116,208/.,  and  zinc  by  25,000/. 

The  figures  given  below  show  the  distribution  between  the 
three  chief  competing  countries.  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and 
Belgium,  of  the  value  of  iron  nails,  rails,  and  rod  and  bar  imported 
into  J apan  during  the  year  under  review  : — 


Country. 

Value. 

Nails. 

Eails. 

Eod  and  Bar. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . . 

, , 

20,306 

80,736 

96,223 

Germany 

, , 

79,000 

32,527 

17,290 

Belgium 

•• 

9,527 

3,496 

28,736 
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Kerosene. 


Sugar. 


Grain. 


Machinery, 

&c. 


Kerosene. 


From— 

Quantity. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

Kussia  . . 

United  States  .. 

Gallons. 

7,978,180 

32,503,950 

Gallons. 

6,532,330 

36,131,150 

Gallons. 

6,707,135 

30,231,708 

Total 

40,482,130 

42,663,480 

36,998,843 

From  the  above  statistics  it  would  appear  that  the  American 
oil  trade,  after  a steady  expansion  during  several  years,  reached 
a climax  in  1890,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  trade  in  Russian 
oil  continued  to  show  an  upward  movement  during  1891.  Bulk 
importation  of  this  oil  in  tank-steamers  is  contemplated  as  soon 
as  satisfactory  arrangements  for  storage  can  be  completed.  Prices 
fell  throughout  the  year,  and  Mr.  Consul  Troup  observes  in  his 
trade  report  for  Yokohama  that  ^Hhe  latter  part  of  the  year  saw 
for  the  first  time  Russian  oil  sold  at  the  same  figure  as  American.” 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  above  figures  for  Russian  oil  in 
1889-90  exceed  those  given  in  former  summaries.  The  dis- 
crepancy is  due  to  an  error  in  previous  official  returns,  corrected, 
in  this  year’s  issue,  by  which  a certain  proportion  of  the  Russian 
import  was  improperly  assigned  to  Turkey. 

The  net  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  this  staple  imported 
amounts  to  3,200  tons,  referable  to  a diminished  importation  of 
brown  and  unrefined  white  sugar.  Deliveries  of  white  sugar 
from  the  Hong-Kong  refineries  show  a growth  in  quantity  of 
close  upon  3,000  tons  and  a decrease  in  value  of  18,000/.,  owing 
to  a fall  in  prices. 

Under  the  heading  of  beans,  peas,  and  pulse  an  increased 
import  of  12,000  tons  from  China  is  to  be  noticed.  Japan  being 
in  ordinary  years  independent  of  foreign  rice  supplies,  the  Indian 
import,  which  had  swelled  the  imports  of  1 890  to  an  unprecedented 
degree,  has  shrunk  to  approximately  one-eighteenth  in  volume. 
Corean  rice  was  purchased  in  yet  larger  quantities,  but  at  a lower 
price  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Against  a slight  increase  in  the  amount  of  war  material  and 
mining  and  paper- making  machinery  imported,  a general  decline 
in  all  other  important  items  under  the  heading  of  arms,  machinery, 
and  instruments  is  to  be  set  off : — 


£ 

Machinery,  net  decrease  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  232,000 

Clocks,  watches,  and  parts,  decrease  ..  ..  ..  63,000 

Locomotives,  railway  carriages  „ ..  ..  ..  68,000 

Steam  boilers,  engines,  decrease. . ..  ..  ..  34,000 

Steamers,  decrease  7,000 


Locomotives,  while  showing  a net  decrease,  stand  for  a higher 
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Bum  so  far  as  Great  Britain  is  concerned ; ou  the  other  hand, 
there  was  a weaker  demand  for  spinning,  weaving,  and  paper- 
making machinery,  railway  carriages,  and  steam-boilers  of  English 
manufacture. 

Under  miscellaneous  there  is  an  increase  on  the  store  of  Miscel- 
provisions,  drugs,  dyes  and  paints,  hides,  coal,  oilcake,  timber, 
indiarubber  ware  and  tobacco  ; and  a falling-off  in  books,  clothing, 
glassware,  silks  and  satins,  flax,  canvas,  carpets,  cotton  handker- 
chiefs, cordage,  Portland  cement,  and  spirituous  liquors. 

Japan  is  rapidly  becoming  her  own  manufacturer,  and  Home 
while  still  serving  apprenticeship  in  some  industries,  is 
nearly  independent  of  the  foreign  producer  for  the  supply  of  imports, 
certain  western  productions.  During  the  past  four  years  the 
development  of  home  manufacture  has  made  its  influence  felt  to 
some  extent,  but  spasmodically,  on  the  importation  of  matches, 
printing  paper,  toilet  soap,  lead  pencils,  bricks  and  tiles,  umbrellas, 
and  boots  and  leather,  and  still  more  noticeably  in  the  case  of 
beer,  cotton  yarn,  Portland  cement,  gunpowder,  and  saddlery,  “the 
decline  in  the  importation  of  which  articles  has  been  steadily 
maintained,  as  is  shown  in  the  appended  table,  in  which  the  figures 
represent  the  approximate  percentage  decrease  in  each  year 
specified  on  that  immediately  preceding.  The  value  in  dollars, 
unconverted  into  sterling,  has  been  made  the  basis  of  this  calcu- 
lation. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

Percentage. 

Percentage. 

Percentage. 

Beer 

29 

30 

62 

Gunpowder 

58 

9 

29 

Portland  cement 

73 

20 

9 

Saddlery 

60 

82 

21 

Cotton  yarn  , . . . . . 

43 

20 

8 ■ 

Exports, 

Towards  the  increase  of  3,2 17, 598 Z.  in  exports,  silk  and  rice 
contribute  no  less  than  3,121,000^.  between  them,  while  the  gain 
of  141,000/.  in  textiles,  61,000/.  in  tea,  47,000/.  in  floor  matting, 
45,000/.  in  matches,  and  42,000/.  in  oil  and  wax,  outweighs  the 
loss  of  118,000/.  in  copper,  65,000/.  in  camphor,  and  47,000/.  in 
coal  and  coal  dust.  Under  other  headings  the  variations  were 
slight. 

This  year’s  export  of  silk  reached  the  unprecedented  figure 
of  5,178,307/.,  as  against  2,833,157/.  in  1890  and  4,555,086/.  in 
1889,  contributing  as  much  as  40  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the 
entire  export  trade.  The  largest  customers  of  Japan,  the  United 
States  and  France,  took  respectively  1,120,000  lbs.  and  330,000 
lbs.  more  of  the  raw  article  than  in  1889.  Japan  silk  possesses 
the  virtue  of  strength  and  of  good  white  colour,  but  at  present 
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Silk  goods. 


Tea. 


Grrain  and 
provisions. 


Coal. 


Miscel- 

laneous. 


Distribution 
of  exports. 


is  said  to  be  open  to  the  reproach  of  nibbiness  ” and  irregularity 
of  colour  and  size,  faults  which  the  exercise  of  greater  care  in 
the  process  of  preparation  would  correct. 

The  trade  in  silk  piece-goods,  which  since  the  period  of  its 
inception  has  expanded  rapidly  and  continuously,  and  even  in 
1890,  a year  characterised  by  marked  depression  in  the  export  of 
raw  and  waste  silk,  managed  nearly  to  double  its  volume,  has 
during  the  year  under  review  progressed  47  per  cent,  as  regards 
the  amount  exported,  while  there  appears  to  be  a growing  demand 
for  silk  handkerchiefs  in  British  markets. 

A considerable  business  was  done  in  teas  of  indifferent  quality, 
the  total  export  reaching  53,100,000  lbs.,  valued  at  1,131,000/. 
Of  this  quantity  the  United  States  took  41,600,000  lbs. ; Canada, 
8,990,000  lbs. ; China,  1,550,000  lbs. ; Hong-Kong,  660,000  lbs. ; 
and  Great  Britain,  270,000  lbs. ; but  it  is  to  be  noted  as  regards 
the  green  variety,  basket  fire,  that  British  requirements  were 
satisfied  with  1,350,000  lbs.  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

During  1§91  the  price  of  rice  still  ruled  higher  than  in  any 
year  from  1883  to  1889,  and  the  export  trade,  while  being  four 
and  a-half  times  greater  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  did  not 
fully  recover  its  equilibrium,  and  with  a value  of  999,984/.  fell 
behind  the  figures  of  1889  and  1888  by  158,000/.  and  14:0,000/. 
respectively.  The  export  of  wheat  dropped  2,000  tons,  while 
among  other  commodities  included  in  the  category  of  provisions  a 
falling-off  is  to  be  remarked  in  cuttle  fish,  colle  vegetale,  shell- 
fish and  mushrooms,  and  an  increase  in  rape-seed,  seaweed,  shrimps, 
and  salt. 

The  quantity  of  coal  exported  was  1,240,000  tons,  representing 
a sterling  value  of  764,000/.,  as  against  1,215,000  tons  valued  at 
812,000/.  in  1890, 

Mr.  Enslie  in  his  trade  report  for  Hiogo  and  Osaka  gives  some 
interesting  details  respecting  the  manufacture  of  floor  matting,  an 
article  which  is  deservedly  rising  in  foreign  favour  and  was  last 
year  exported  from  Japan  to  the  value  of  105,600/.  Six-sevenths 
of  this  trade  is  with  the  United  States.  Other  miscellaneous 
articles  showing  an  increase  are  fans,  screens,  bamboo  ware,  straw 
plaits  and  umbrellas,  while  a decrease  will  be  noticed  in  books, 
lacquer,  rags,  porcelain,  and  earthenware,  and  tobacco.  A new 
feature  of  this  year’s  trade  is  the  export  of  290,000  lbs.  of  raw 
cotton,  all  but  8,500  lbs.  of  which  was  delivered  in  Corea.  The 
quantity  sent  abroad  in  1890  was  400  lbs.,  in  1889  nil. 

Among  the  foreign  countries  participating  in  the  export  trade 
of  Japan,  the  United  States  of  America  still  hold  the  leading 
place,  being  followed  in  order  by  France,  IIong-Kong,  China, 
Gi‘eat  Britain,  Corea,  Germany,  Canada,  British  India,  and 
Australia. 
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JAPAN. 


The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  number  and  tonnage 
of  foreign  vessels  and  Japanese  vessels,  of  foreign  build,  whether 
steam  or  sail,  entered  at  Japanese  ports  from  abroad  and  coast* 
wise  during  the  years  1890-91 : — 


1891. 

1890. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

British 

1,002 

1,719,790 

1,042 

1,737,333 

German. . 

363 

369,771 

313 

315,770 

French.. 

79 

188,792 

79 

191,399 

United  States  . . 

62 

95,713 

66 

122,697 

Other  foreign  countries 

142 

150,193 

57 

49,515 

Total  foreign  ships  . . 

1,638 

2,524,269 

1,557 

'2,416,714 

„ Japanese  ships 
(of  foreign  build) . . 

1,035 

908,686 

986 

892,291 

Grand  total*. . 

2,673 

3,432,945 

2,642 

3,309,005 

The  total  tonnage  is  now  approximately  equally  divided 
between  British  shipping  and  that  of  all  other  nations  collectively, 
with  a slight  excess  of  6,635  tons  to  the  credit  of  the  former. 
The  year  shows  an  advance  in  Japanese  shipping  of  49  ships  and 
16,395  tons;  in  German  of  50  ships  and  54,001  tons;  and  a 
falling-off  in  American  of  14  ships  and  26,984  tons ; and  in  British 
of  40  ships  and  17,543  tons.  A slight  decrease  in  tonnage  is 
recorded  against  shipping  under  the  French  flag  entered  during 
the  year,  but  it  will  be  seen  below  that  a larger  proportion  of  the 
carrying  trade  fell  to  the  share  of  France. 

It  appears  from  the  figures  quoted  below  that  56*3  per  cent, 
of  the  total  merchandise  imported  to  and  exported  from  Japan 
during  1891  was  shipped  in  British,  10*3  per  cent,  in  German, 
11*7  per  cent,  in  French,  and  8*2  per  cent,  in  American  vessels, 
while  the  proportion  of  Japanese  trade  carried  in  Japanese 
bottoms  represents  10*4  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  France  has 
advanced  two  places,  while  the  position  of  Japan,  which  has 
passed  Germany  and  has  in  turn  been  distanced  by  France, 
remains  relatively  the  same  : — 


Nationality. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Total. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

British  . . 

6,655,445 

6,405,638 

13,121,083 

French  . . . . 

1,887,514 

841,210 

• 2,728,724 

Japanese 

1,146,950 

1,276,856 

2,423,806 

German  . . 

1,052,888 

1,355,567 

2,408,455 

United  States  ..  ' 

1,598,169 

329,690 

1,927,859 

Other  countries. . . . • . 

457,954 

218,917 

676,871 

Total  foreign  trade 

12,798,920 

10,487,878 

23,286,798 

TOKIO. 
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The  number  of*  the  foreign  residents  at  Tokio  and  the  open  Census, 
ports  on  December  31,  18U1,  was  8,631,  divided  according  to 
nationality  as  follows : — 


Chinese 

British 

American  . , 

German 

French 

Portuguese. . 

Dutch 

Russian 

Swiss 

Danish 

Other  nations 


Number. 

5,250 

1,382 

721 

432 

324 

134 

81 

64 

54 

53 

136 


Of  the  567  foreign  firms  established  in  business  at  the  open 
ports  116  were  British,  56  French,  40  German,  38  American,  and 
280  Chinese. 
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Comparative  Keturii  of  Foreign  Import  Trade  of  Japan  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Arms,  machineiy,  and  instru- 
ments   

£ 

777,480 

£ 

1,198,523 

Clocks,  watches,  and  parts... 

108,295 

170,877 

Locomotives  and  railway 
carriages  

142,481 

210,413 

Machinery  

229,736 

... 

462,701 

Steam  boilers,  engines,  and 

parts 

22,721 

56,063 

Steamers  

Number  ... 

6 

111,845 

9 

119,110 

War  materia] 

106,828 

97,195 

Beverages  and  provisions 

147,822 

134,593 

Flour  

Tons 

5',373 

57,084 

*31970 

37,308 

Books  and  stationery  

101,665 

157,182 

Clothing  

125,920  , 

134,230 

17,956 

Coal 

Tons 

14,871 

23,820  i 

ll",403 

Drugs,  medicines,  and  chemicals 

370,961 

331,208 

Dyes  and  paints  

203,033 

191,445 

Glass  and  glassware  

63,179 

64,086 

Grain  and  seeds 

1,017,756 

2,325,855 

Beans,  peas,  and  pulse 

Tons 

63^485 

335,147 

■ 53,' 264 

301,000 

Rice  

651,332 

1,999,218 

Hair,  horns,  ivory,  skins,  &c.  ... 

196,184 

187,379 

Hides  

Tons 

’"948 

44,217 

"’915 

39,613 

Leather  

)> 

941 

109,082 

928 

106,088 

Metals  and  manufactures  of 

856,816 

1,093,553 

Iron,  bar  and  rod  

Tons 

22,687 

145,068 

is’ 855 

134,893 

,,  rails  

,, 

21,204 

116,756 

33,598 

204,000 

,,  plate  and  sheet 

6,288 

49,668 

6,180 

61,036 

,,  nails  

10,420 

109,619 

9,760 

112,263 

Lead,  sheet,  and  tea-lead 

,, 

2,b29 

40,796 

2,724 

44,310 

Steel,  wire,  wire-rope  and 

steel  ware  

Zinc,  sheet  and  old  

70,900 

65,064 

Tons 

liblS 

34,907 

i ’2,’ 572 

59,411 

Oil  and  wax  

828,631 

852,760 

Kerosene 

Gallons  ... 

40,482,160 

755,953 

42,663^580 

804,416 

Oilcake  

Tons 

' 15,602 

59,332 

8,147 

31,573 

Portland  cement 

n 

4,207 

7,907 

i 14,720 

28,530 

Sugar  

n 

99,472 

1,301,885 

I 102,765 

1,379,463 

Brown  

)) 

42,861 

410,271 

1 49,425 

483,287 

White  

M 

53,095 

879,020 

48,774 

879,252 

Molasses  and  syrup  

,,  ... 

3,403 

9,902 

4,566 

16,924 

Textile  fabrics,  <tc.,  and  raw 
material — 

(1.)  Cotton  

2,881,778 

3,165,811 

(ft.)  Manufactures — 

Yarn  

Tons 

10,294 

931,548 

18,880 

1,613,310 

Shillings 

Yards 

34,834,550 

336,013 

37,798,704 

374,841 

Chintzes  and  prints 

,, 

1,938,606 

23,484 

6,900,018 

77,750 

Velvets 

,, 

1,671,853 

45,822 

2,500,821 

62,213 

Turkey-  reds  

M ^ ••• 

8,010,013 

82,522 

6,370,690 

59,542 

37,431 

Satins  

n 

1,164,651 

22,647 

2,155,453 

T- cloths 

Tons 

2,526,842 

23,510 

2,587,485 

23,478 

(b.)  Raw  and  on  the  seeds 

47,550 

1,366,642 

30,853 

871,837 

(2.)  Wool,  and  mixed  cotton 

and  wool  

913,656 

1,338,536 

(ft.)  Manufactures  — 
Mousseline  de  laine 

Yards 

14,323,521 

315,314 

19,342,601 

452,464 

Italian  cloths  

8,103,839 

307,721 

7,265,456 

274,073 

Woollen  and  mixed 
cotton  and  woollen 

cloth  

n 

538,846 

82,824 

1,125,854 

171,653 

Flannels 

,, 

1,383,078 

67,810 

3,079,465 

150,729 

Blankets 

41,957 

92,987 

(6.)  Raw  

Tons 

""290 

34,425 

’513 

60,111 

(3.)  Satins,  .silks,  and  mixed 

silk  and  cotton 

89,230 

100,364 

64,100 

(4.)  Flax,  canvas,  and  linen 

54,360 

(5.)  Carpets,  handkerchiefs, 
and  all  other  textile 

i 

fabrics  

65,565 

86,222 

34,897 

Tobacco  

4.5,525 

Wins,  beer,  and  spiiits 

71,685 

78,104 

Sundries  

283,688 

302,480 

Total  

10,487,878 

. - 

13,280,894 

TOKIO, 
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Recapitulation  ol'  Imports. 


Articles. 

Value, 

1891. 

1890. 

Cotton,  raw. . 

„ manufactured 

Wool,  raw  . . 

„ manufactured 

Metals  and  manufactures  of 

Oils,  wax  . . 

Sugar 

Arms,  machinery,  instruments  .. 

Grain  and  seeds 

Miscellaneous  .. 

£ 

1,366,542 

1,515,236 

34,425 

879,231 

856,816 

828,631 

1,301,885 

777,480 

1,017,756 

1,909,876' 

i £ 

\ 871,837 

2,293,974 

1 60,111 

1,278,425 
1,093,553 
852,760 
1,379,463 
1,198,523 
2,325,855 
1,926,393 

Total 

10,487,878 

13,280,894 

Comparative  Return  of  the  Foreign  Export  Trade  of  Japan 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 
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Bamboo  ware  
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36,318 
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1 32,920 

Books  and  paper 

43,449 

46,740 

Coal  and  coaldust 

Tons 

1,239,821 

764,410 

I,2”i4,572 

i 811,838 

Drugs,  medicines,  dyes,  and 

paints  

403,327 

479,440 

Camphor 

Tons 

"2,630 

262,184 

"2,640 

327,030 

Ginseng 

31,842 

41,941 

Sulphur 

Tons 

’l8,800 

45,839 

”18,394 

44,566 
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Number  ... 
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9,193 
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,, 

919 
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Rice  

999,984 

224,030 

Seaweed  

Tons 

’l9,255 

123,505 

”1”  8,846 

115,038 

Wheat  

,, 

1,766 

11,040 
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Lacquered  ware  

92,920 
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Matches  
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Metals  
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Tons 

’’i,824 

37,417 
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Copper  
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17,242 
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19,215 
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Oil  and  wax  

102,916 

60,646 

Fish,  oil 

Vegetable  wax 

Tons 

”2,539 

28,293 

”””  895 

10,604 

,, 

1,582 

.50,990 

1,212 

45,170 

Porcelain  and  earthenware 

207,131 
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Rags 

Tons 
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20,953 

"5,735 
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Number  ... 
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45,660 

Silk 

5,178,307 

2,833,157 

Raw  and  waste 

... 

4,887,834 

2,781,322 

Cocoons,  pierced  and  waste  ...  j 

33,478 

47,925 

Straw  plaits j 

31,186 

14,760 

Tea  ...  

Lbs."’  ... 

53,098,917 

1,131,881 

49,360,000 

1,070,922 

Textiles  and  clothing  

864,622 

723,146 

Cotton  goods  

60,417 

44,346 

Silk  handkerchiefs  

452,527 

426,047 

Other  silk  goods 

318,379 

228,5.34 

Timber  

30,283 

30,183 

Tobacco  

17,252 

... 

22,780 

Umbrellas,  European  

Number  ... 

657,882 

25,992 

450,803 

19,335 

Sundries  

701,616 

... 

654,597 

Total  

1 

12,798,920 

9,581,322 
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Consul  J.  Micliell  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lorclj  St.  Petersburg,  August  3,  1892. 

I iiAVi:  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  to  your  Lordship 
my  Annual  Report  on  the  Trade,  Navigation,  &c.j  of  this 
Consular  district  during  tlie  year  1891,  accompanied  by  Reports 
and  Returns  on  the  same  subject  and  for  the  above  period  by 
some  of  the  Vice-Consuls  stationed  at  other  ports  of  the  district. 

I have  &c. 

(Signed)  ' JOHN  MICHELL. 
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The  past  year  of  1891  proved  in  economic  respects  the  most  introduction, 
disastrous  that  Russia  has  encountered  since  1833.  The  failure 
of  the  crops  in  many  of  the  black  soil  provinces  of  the  Empire 
reduced  the  inhabitants  of  those  provinces  to  a state  bordering  on 
starvation,  and  it  was  only  owing  to  the  energetic  measures 
adopted  by  the  Government,  and  the  efforts  of  private  individuals 
and  organisations,  that  their  famine-stricken  population  was  saved 
from  great  mortality.  At  the  same  time  the  loss  of  cattle  of 
every  description  in  the  same  provinces,  arising  from  the  great 
and  long  sustained  drought  which  prevailed  during  summer  and 
destroyed  every  vestige  of  vegetation,  attained  very  large 
proportions.  It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that  a wholesale  loss  of 
, cattle  in  an.  agricultural  country  like  Russia  must  entail  the  most 
serious  consequences,  and  shake  its  well-being  to  the  centre,  the 
prosperity  of  the  agriculturist  necessarily  depending  on  his  cattle, 
without  which  he  is  rendered  helpless. 

No  less  than  17  of  the  most  fertile  provinces  of  Russia 
suffered  by  a complet  efailure  of  their  crops,  and  five  similar  pro- 
vinces were  partially  affected. 

Financially,  also,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crops,  the  results 
were  very  serious  in  1891,  and  the  finances  of  the  country  will, 
during  the  present  year,  suffer  in  a still  greater  degree  from  the 
almost  overwhelming  disaster  which  marked  the  year  1891. 

Notwithstanding  that  by  the  month  of  June  it  was  known  that 
there  would  be  a failure  of  the  harvest,  the  export  of  grain  out  of 
the  country  was  conducted  on  a comparatively  large  scale  to  the 
month  of  August,  when  a stop  was  put  by  the  Government  on 
(1392) 
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the  shipment  of  rye  and  bran  abroad.  Oats  and  wheat,  however, 
continued  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country  to  the  months  of  October 
and  TVovember  respectively,  when  the  exportation  was  finally 
prohibited.  The  export  trade  of  the  country,  however,  of  1891 
showed  a diminution  of  only  11,21 1,565/.  as  compared  with  last 
year.  The  imports  for  the  whole  Empire  were  also  smaller  in 
bulk  and  value  to  the  amount  of  11,468,287/.  when  compared 
with  1890,  and  their  diminution  must  in  a great  degree  be 
attributed  to  the  operation  of  the  new  customs  tariff,  which  is 
based  on  the  principle  of  the  highest  possible  protection  of  native 
raw  products  and  manufactured  goods. 

The  Russian  manufacturers  of  cotton  and  other  tissues, 
notwithstanding  the  great  advantages  they  enjoy  from  the 
protective  customs  tariff,  were  very  unfavourably  affected  by  the 
failure  of  the  crops,  which,  crippling  the  purchasing  powers  of  the 
agricultural  masses,  diminished  the  demand  for  manufactured 
goods.  The  manufacturers  of  wool,  however,  fared  less  badly 
owing  to  their  welfare  not  being  so  nearly  connected  with  that  of 
the  agricultural  classes. 

The  export  of  grain  from  the  port  of  St.  Petersburg  was 
carried  on  very  energetically  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
navigation  season,  and  the  prohibitions  directed  against  the 
export  of  grain,  having  been  more  or  less  anticipated,  only 
increased  the  activity  of  the  port  nearly  to  the  'end  of  the  season. 

Exports  from  The  value  of  the  exports  of  Russia,  including  the  Caucasian 

Russia  iu  ports,  but  exclusive  of  the  other  Asiatic  portion  of  the  Empire, 
the  figures  for  which  for  1891  are  not  yet  published,  presented,  as 
seen  from  the  accompanying  Annex  A,  a falling-off  in  1891  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year  of  11,211,565/.  The  primary 
cause  of  this  decrease  arose  from  a failure  of  the  crops  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  most  fertile  provinces  of  the  Empire,  calling 
forth  a special  decree  in  July  which  prohibited  the  exportation 
from  August  27  of  rye,  rye  flour,  and  bran  of  all  kinds.  This 
was  followed  by  a further  similar  decree,  which  forbade  in 
October  the  exportation  of  all  grain  and  grain  products  with  the 
exception  of  wheat,  and  in  the  month  of  November  the 
prohibition  was  also  extended  to  wheat  and  its  products.  These 
• measures  were  adopted  by  the  Government  with  a view  of 
keeping  down  the  prices  in  Russia  and  retaining  the  remaining 
stocks  of  grain  in  the  country  necessary  for  the  alimentation  of 
the  famine-stricken  population.  The  stocks  in  question,  it  was 
feared,  would  otherwise  have  mostly  found  their  way  abroad, 
seeing  that  a stimulus  to  exportation  was  afforded  by  the  rise  in 
prices  of  bread-stuffs  in  the  foreign  markets,  while  the  value  of 
the  Russian  rouble  abroad  was  diminishing,  the  latter  circumstance 
being  in  favour  of  the  exporter. 

On  reference  to  Annex  B it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a 
considerable  diminution  of  exportation  under  the  head  of  all  grain 
in  1891,  with  the  exception  of  maize,  rice,  wheat  Hour,  peas,  and 
beans,  larger  quantities  of  which,  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  found  their  way  abroad  before  the  decrees  above-mentioned 
came  into  operation. 
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With  regard  to  the  exportation  of  Russian  produce  other  than 
cereals,  Annex  C,  shows  that  sucli  exportation  was  smaller  during 
1891  than  in  1890,  under  tlie  heads  of  timber,  linseed,  tlax, 
cordage,  bones  and  bone  meal,  tallow,  game,  beef  and  pork,  and 
spirits.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  there  were  larger  shipments 
abroad  of  hemp  and  grass  seeds,  oil-cake,  hemp,  hides,  wool  of  all 
kinds,  mineral  oil,  poultry,  eggs,  butter,  and  sugar. 

The  value  of  tlie  whole  import  trade  of  Russia  in  1891, 
including  all  the  so-called  Caucasian,  but  not  comprising  the 
other  Asiatic  portions  of  the  Empire,  amounted,  according  to  the 
latest  Russian  customs  returns  (Annex  A),  to  38,2 76, 549 Z.,  or  less 
by  11,468,284^.,  or  23  per  cent.,  than  that  of  1890.  The  new 
Russian  customs  tariff,  with  its  higher  rates  of  duty  on 
manufactured  goods,  machinery,  excepting  that  for  agricultural 
purposes,  and  on  raw  and  half  worked  products  and  other  articles, 
came  into  operation  in  the  month  of  July  of  the  past  year,  and 
the  effect  of  its  highly  protective  rates  is  visible  in  the 
accompanying  table  (Annex  D).  The  value  and  quantities  of  the 
goods  imported  would  have  been  still  Jess  as  compared  with  last 
year  had  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  others  not  imported 
larger  stocks  of  foreign  goods  in  anticipation  of  the  higher  rates 
of  duty  which  it  was  known  the  customs  tariff,  then  under 
revision,  would  impose  on  these  goods,  and  the  favourable  rate  of 
exchange  for  Russia  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  favoured 
such  importation.  On  examination  of  the  table  above  referred  to 
it  will  be  observed  that  diminished  importations  in  1891  took 
place  under  the  heads  of  herrings,  raw  cotton,  tea,  coffee,  tobacco, 
indigo,  coal,  coke,  cast-iron,  raw  and  worked  iron,  and  steel,  raw, 
assorted,  in  plates,  and  worked  ; tin,  lead,  chemical  products,  and 
materials ; scythes,  sickles,  shears,  tools,  agricultural  machinery, 
flax  and  hemp  goods,  and  woollen  goods ; on  the  other  hand  there 
was  a greater  importation  of  raw  wool  and  jute,  dj'ed  goods,  steel 
rails  and  plates,  machinery  (excepting  agricultural),  and  slightly  of 
cotton  and  silk  goods. 

As  already  stated  in  previous  reports  the  importation  into 
Russia  of  articles,  especially  those  of  a manufactured  class,  has 
been  reduced  almost  to  a possible  minimum  owing  to  high  duties, 
at  least  only  such  articles  being  imported  as  are  not  produced  or 
cannot  be  manufactured  in  the  country  itself. 

The  bulk  of  the  whole  foreign  trade  of  Russia,  export  and 
import,  amounted  in  1891  to  112,348,276/.,  as  compared  with 
136,027,925/.  in  1890,  showing  thus  a diminution  of  23,679,649/., 
or  17*4  per  cent. 

The  value  of  the  direct  trade  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  whole  of  the  Russian  Empire  in  1890,  as  estimated  by 
the  Russian  Customs  Department,  was — 


Imports  of 
Russian 
Empire  in 
1891. 


Exports  from  Russia  to  United  Kingdom.. 
Imports  into  Russia  from  „ . . 


Total 


£ 

24,438,757 

11^137,269 

35,576,026 


Direct  trade 
between 
United  King- 
dom and  the 
whole  of 
Russian 
Empire. 
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Direct  trade 
of  St.  Peters- 
burg and 
Croustadt 
■w  inii  the 
United 
Kingdom. 


General  trade 
ot  St.  Peters- 
burg and 
Cronstadt. 
Exports. 


The  exports  of  Russian  produce  to  the  United  Kingdom  in 

1890  constituted  27*9  per  cent,  of  the  whole  export  trade  of  the 
Russian  Empire,  while  the  imports  of  that  Empire  from  the 
United  Kingdom  amounted  during  the  same  year,  according  to 
Russian  official  statistics,  to  22  T per  cent,  of  the  whole  import 
trade  of  Russia. 

Statistics  of  the  value  of  the  export  and  import  trade  of  Russia 
to  and  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  1891  are  not  yet  here  avail- 
able, but  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  such  trade  during 
the  past  year  would  show  a further  diminution  under  both  heads, 
as  compared  with  previous  years.  That  the  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  Russia  is  on  the  decline  is  beyond  much  doubt,  and 
this  decline  is  immediately  attributable,  on  the  one  hand,  to  the 
operation  of  ever-increasing  rates  of  customs  duty  on  all  foreign 
goods,  British  included,  reducing  the  importation  of  British 
goods ; and,  on  the  other,  to  a consequent  gradual  decrease  of  a 
demand  for  Russian  productions,  the  same  class  of  goods  being 
more  and  more  supplied  to  the  United  Kingdom  through  other 
channels. 

Derived  from  a private  and  trustworthy  source,  the  principal 
items  of  the  export  trade  of  St.  Petersburg  and  Cronstadt  during 

1891  are  given  in  Annex  G.  The  official  figures  for  the  same 
have  not  yet  been  published.  It  would  appear  that  larger  quanti- 
ties of  oats,  bristles,  flax,  oil-cake,  lath  wood,  rickers  and  spars, 
butter,  wool,  and  eggs  were  shipped  direct  to  the  United  Kingdom 
in  1891  than  during  the  preceding  season.  At  the  same  time  we 
find  a diminished  exportation  of  wheat,  linseed,  tallow,  hemp, 
deals,  crash  or  coarse  linen,  sheet-iron,  mineral  oil,  and  bones. 

The  value  of  the  whole  foreign  trade  of  St.  Petersburg  and 
Cronstadt — its  outport  during  the  years  1883  and  1890 — was  as 
follows  : — 


Exports.* 


Year. 

St.  Petersburg. 

Cronstadt. 

Total. 

Compared  with 
■whole  of  the 
Russian  Empire. 

Paper  Roubles. 

Paper  Roubles. 

Paper  Roubles. 

Per  Cent. 

1890  .. 

66,661,970 

17,715,000 

84,377,000 

11  *9 

1889  .. 

58,231,000 

12,583,000 

70,814,000 

10-3 

1888  .. 

60,853,000 

5,239,000 

66,092,000 

9 -0 

1887  .. 

55,262,000 

4,501,000 

59,763,000 

10-5 

1886  .. 

59,001,000 

4,229,000 

63,230,000 

14-5 

1885  .. 

57,186,000 

5,438,000 

62,624,000 

12  *6 

1884  .. 

22,586,000 

68,829,000 

91,413,000 

16  -6 

1883  .. 

17,358,000 

90,701,000 

108,069,000 

17-7 
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Year. 

St.  Petersburg. 

Cionstadt. 

Total. 

Compared  with 
whole  of  the 
Russian  Empire. 

Paper  Roubles. 

Paper  Roubles. 

Paper  Roubles. 

Per  Cent. 

1S90  .. 

84,323,000 

364,000 

84,687,000 

16-8 

1889  .. 

67,903,000 

3,513,000 

71,416,000 

19-1 

1888  .. 

59,478,000 

681,000 

60,159,000 

18  -0 

1887  .. 

68,735,000 

1,763,000 

60.498,000 

18-1 

1886  .. 

59,060,000 

1,262,000 

60,322,000 

15-7 

1885  .. 

53,661,000 

954,000 

54,61.5,000 

14-1 

1884  .. 

63,607,000 

1,490,000 

65,097,000 

13-6 

1883  .. 

65,791,000 

2,132,000 

67,923,000 

13  0 

In  the  foregoing  tables  no  figures  for  the  whole  trade  of  St. 
Petersburg  and  Cronstadt  for  the  year  1891  are  given,  owing  to 
the  latest  trade  returns  of  the  department  of  customs  not  afford- 
ing complete  information  on  the  subject. 

The  accompanying  statements,  however  (Annexes  E and  F), 
compiled  from  the  last  issued  customs  report,  give  the  principal 
goods  exported  from  Cronstadt  and  St.  Petersburg,  and  imported 
at  the  latter  port  during  the  year  1891,  as  compared  with  the 
year  immediately  preceding, 

A glance  at  these  statements  will  show  that  wheat,  rye, 
blitter,  oil-cake,  flax  and  hemp,  tallow,  sheet-iron,  cordage,  and 
mineral  oil  were  exported  in  1891  from  St.  Petersburg  and  Cron- 
stadt to  all  countries  in  somewhat  larger  quantities  (especially 
rye)  than  in  1890;  whereas  under  the  heads  of  grits,  oats,  corn, 
brandy  and  spirits,  timber,  linseed,  and  bristles  there  was  a 
falling-off.  It  may  be  said  generally  that  the  trade  of  the  ports 
of  St.  Petersburg  and  Cronstadt  during  the  past  year  was  not  a 
busy  one.  It  was  only  before  the  promulgation  of  the  orders 
W'hich  gradually  prohibited  the  exportation  of  all  grain  abroad 
that  somewhat  like  commercial  activity  prevailed,  exporters  of 
grain  displaying  natural  anxiety  to  ship  such  grain  before  the 
several  decrees  came  into  operation. 

With  regard  to  the  imports  from  all  countries,  at  St.  Peters- 
burg in  1891  there  was,  as  compared  with  1890,  a diminution  of 
such  importation  under  the  heads  of  fruit,  coffee,  wine  (in 
bottles),  herrings,  coal,  coke,  chemical  products,  cast  and  wrought 
iron,  tin,  lead,  machinery,  and  locomotives.  Increased  importa- 
tion took  place  under  the  head  of  tea,  coals,  and  coke,  oils,  dry 
woods  and  substances,  tools,  cotton,  and  raw  jute,  and  wool.  The 
fall  of  the  value  of  the  rouble,  which  commenced  from  the  month 
of  July,  and  continued  to  decline  from  the  following  August  to 
end  of  the  year,  had  the  natural  effect  of  checking  importation, 
except  in  the  case  of  such  goods  as  were  indispensably 
necessary. 

* For  greater  completeness  and  accuracy  of  comparison  the  paper  roubles  given 
in  the  above  tables  are  not  converted  into  sterling  currency,  a different  rate  of 
exchange  for  the  rouble  having  prevailed  in  each  year. 
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Grain  trade  of 
St.  Peters- 
burg. 


Early  in  January  great  stagnation  prevailed  in  the  grain  trade 
at  St.  Petersburg,  oats  and  linseed  being  alone  in  demand.  The 
consignments  abroad  of  the  latter  in  the  previous  months  of 
October,  November,  and  December  from  Riga,  Peval,  and  Libau 
had  not  proved  very  successful,  and,  consequently,  no  further 
shipments  from  Russia  had  been  made.  The  winter  abroad  proved 
a cold  one,  and  extra  food  for  cattle  was  necessary.  . In  January, 
therefore,  foreign  dealers  began  to  raise  the  price  on  oats  and 
linseed  cake,  transactions  in  which  articles  became  very  brisk  in 
February,  when  the  price  for  Vologda  oats  rose  to  4 r.  30  c.  per 
tchetvert,  as  compared  with  3 r.  80  c.  paid  for  the  same  in  the 
preceding  autumn,  linseed  also  rising  from  11  r.  25  c.  to  11  r. 
75  c.  The  purchase  of  grain  stocks  by  dealers  and  brokers  in  the 
interior  progressed  quietly  from  November  to  the  end  of  March. 
Low  prices  vrere  paid  to  sellers,  and  only  small  quantities  were 
purchased,  as  considerable  old  stocks  of  rye,  oats,  wheat,  and 
linseed  were  still  on  hand.  Rye  was  at  that  time  purchasable  at 
St.  Petersburg  at  6 r.  50  c.,  oats  at  4 r.,  wheat  at  10  r.,  and 
linseed  at  11  r.  per  tchetvert. 

In  the  month  of  March  the  weather  both  in  Russia  and 
abroad  proved  unfavourable  for  the  winter  and  spring-sown 
crops.  By  the  inidtlle  of  April  it  became  known  that  the  winter 
rye  and  wheat  had  suffered  severely  in  France.  This  had  a 
marked  effect  on  the  European  grain  markets,  and  speculators 
commenced  actively  purchasing  both  rye  and  wheat  at  the  Baltic 
and  Black  Sea  ports,  with  the  result  that  the  prices  for  this  grain 
began  to  rise.  Early  in  May  the  prices  of  rye  were  higher  than 
those  which  had  prevailed  for  it  in  January  by  1 r.  50  c. 

At  the  same  time  large  orders  for  oats  and  linseed  were 
received  from  abroad  at  Riga  and  Libau.  By  the  middle  of  May 
the  shipments  of  Russian  grain  had  assumed  such  large  propor- 
tions that  the  greater  part  of  the  winter  stocks  at  the  ports  had 
been  purchased  and  sent  abroad.  Early  in  June  the  extent  of 
the  mischief  to  the  winter  sown  crops  in  Russia  became  definitely 
known,  as  was  also  the  area  which  required  re-plougliing  and 
sowing  with  spring  seed,  the  area  proving  an  enormous  one  and 
embracing  the  most  fertile  provinces  ot  Russia.  This  circum- 
stance caused  great  agitation  of  the  provincial  markets,  and  the 
price  of  grain  was  enhanced  by  2 r.  3 c.  per  tchetvert.  It  was 
now  eagerly  sought  for,  but  there  was  none  in  the  market,  the 
whole  of  the  St.  Petersburg  stock,  about  400,000  tchetverts,  or 
4,812,967  tons,  which  had  remained  over  winter,  having  been  sold 
at  low  prices.  Early  in  June  rye  was  being  shipped  at  St. 
Petersburg  at  a contract  price  of  7 r.  per  tchetvert,  but  which,  to 
fulfil  contracts,  had  been  really  purchased  by  wholesale  dealers  at 
8 r.  50  c.  per  tchetvert.  At  Rybinsk  the  price  of  rye  rose  with 
great  rapidity,  purchasers  there  appearing  from  many  parts  of  the 
interior.  By  the  end  of  July  it  became  an  open  secret  that  the 
shipment  of  rye  abroad  would  be  prohibited,  and  exporters, 
therefore,  hastened  to  buy  up  all  available  parcels,  paying  as 
much  as  14  r.  50  c.  per  tchetvert.  All  the  stocks  of  this  grain 
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at  Kigii,  Tiibaii,  Iveval,  and  St.  Petersburg,  as  also  tliose  which 
had  reaiained  at  the  d('p6ts  of  railways  leading  to  tliese  ports, 
were  likewise  purcliasod  and  cx[)orted.  The  prohibition  for 
shipping  rye  abroad  cainc  into  force  in  August.  After  tliis, 
riiinours  got  current  that  tlic  export  of  wheat,  oats,  and  all  other 
breadstufls  would  likewise  be  prohibited  in  view  of  the  failure  of 
the  spring  sown  crops,  especially  in  Itussia,  where  the  rise  in 
price  of  all  grain'threatened  to  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
poorer  classes.  The  anticipated  prohibition  to  export  wheat  drove 
up  the  price  of  this  commodity  to  lo  r.  for  Saxonka,  and  oats  to 
5 r.  70  c.  per  tchetvert.  Shipments  of  both  wheat  and  oats  were, 
however,  actively  made  during  September  and  October  to  the 
middle  of  November,  when  their  further  exportation  was  suc- 
cessively stopped  by  Imperial  ukazes.  From  the  middle  of 
November  to  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a complete  cessation 
of  the  sale  of  grain  in  Kiissia  for  foreign  markets.  Large,  stocks 
of  oats  remained  on  hand  in  the  Baltic  ports,  and  of  wheat,  maize, 
and  barley  at  those  of  the  south.  With  the  prohibition  of  the 
export  of  all  grain  the  prices  for  the  same  fell  considerably  in  the 
home  markets,  and  the  object  of  the  Government  was  to  a certain 
degree  attained.  It  must,  however,  be  regretted  that  the  ship- 
ment especially  of  rye  out  of  the  country  was  not  sooner  for- 
bidden in  the  interests  of  the  rye-bread  eating  population  of 
Russia.  For  the  native  grain  dealers  the  past  year  is  said  to  have 
been  a most  advantageous  one,  they  having  earned  large  profits 
on  cereals  of  every  description. 

I am  informed  by  a competent  authority  that  the  importation  Importation 
of  English  made  cotton  and  spinning  machinery  during  the  past 
year  was  comparatively  small  owing  to  the  general  depression  of  ^adii^ry'af 
trade,  as  also  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  uncertainty  and  St.  Peters- 
expectation  in  which  business  generally  remained  while  the  new 
customs  tariff  was  being  discussed.  English  machinery,  of  course, 
was  still  at  the  head,  though  some  German-made  machinery  was 
imported.  Under  the  protection  of  the  heavy  tariff  which  now 
amounts  to  1 r.  70  c.  gold  per  poud  (5s.  5d.  per  36  lbs.  English), 
some  mechanical  works  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Moscow  have 
commenced  producing  looms  and  preparatory  machinery  for 
weaving.  The  increase  of  duty  on  machinery  by  the  tariff  of 
1891  was  very  small,  viz.:  only  1 r.  40  c.  -f  20  per  cent.  = 1 r. 

68  c.  gold  per  poud,  but  this  duty  was  heavy  enough  to  hold 
back  Intending  purchasers  of  machinery. 

With  regard  to  paper  machinery,  English  makers  have  not 
recovered  the  ground  they  had  lost  in  this  country,  and  con- 
tinental builders  still  havx  the  larger  sliare.  .During  the  year  one 
firm  in  St.  Petersburg  received  a considerable  number  of  English 
rag  engines  which  have  certainly  proved  very  good.  Russian 
works  conducted  by  foreigners  are  now  going  in  considerably  for 
building  machinery  for  paper  mills.  Two  firms  are  even  com- 
mencing to  construct  paper  mills  ; how  far  these  will  prove  good 
time  will  show,  as  they  have  hardly  been  set  to  work. 

The  supply  of  Russian  tallow  in  the  native  market  during  the 
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past  year  was  very  limited,  the  scarcity  of  fodder  in  the  Steppe 
country,  owing  to  the  long  summer  drought  which  prevailed  there, 
rendering  the  cattle  very  lean.  In  general,  the  supply  of  tallow 
in  this  country  is  very  much  reduced  and  far  below  local  demands. 
At  the  same  time  in  consequence  oF  the  large  existing  demand  for 
the  article,  its  present  price  is  20  per  cent,  in  excess  of  that 
which  it  commanded  in  1889.  Owing  chiefly  to  the  smallness  of 
the  native  supply,  foreign  tallow  is  imported  into  Russia  in  spite 
of  the  high  customs  duty  levied  on  the  commodity,  such  duty 
being  50  c.  per  poud  gross,  which  raises  the  cost  of  foreign  tallow 
in  this  country  to  5/.  per  ton. 

The  serious  diminution  of  the  supply  of  tallow  in  Russia — a 
country  which  had  not  many  years  ago  the  monopoly  of  the 
supply  of  tallow  in  Europe — points  to  the  fact  of  the  decrease  of 
cattle  in  Russia  and  the  consequent  impoverishment  of  its  agri- 
cultural class. 

The  navigation  season  lasted  198  days,  opening  on  May  4 and 
closing  at  Cronstadt  on  November  15.  As  compared  with  1890 
St ^Pet^ers the  season  was  shorter  by  29  days.  In  all  556  British  steamers 
burg.  seven  sailing  vessels  arrived  at  Cronstadt  and  St.  Petersburg, 

registering  534,389  tons,  and  their  crews  numbering  1 0,948  men. 
Notwithstanding  the  late  commencement  of  the  navigation 
season  and  its  comparative  shortness  of  duration  17  more  vessels 
reached  the  two  ports,  and  the  general  tonnage  of  vessels  of  all 
nations  was  19,381  tons  in  excess  of  that  of  the  preceding  year. 
Great  activity  in  shipping  prevailed  at  first,  but  it  gradually  fell 
off,  and  during  midsummer  was  very  dull.  There  was  not  much 
improvement  later,  except  during  a fortnight  in  autumn,  before 
the  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  all  grain,  except  wheat,  was 
enforced. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  annexed  statement  (Annex  H)  of 
the  tonnage  of  vessels  of  all  nations  that  loaded  and  discharged  at 
St.  Petersburg  and  Cronstadt  in  1891  that  the  relative  tonnage 
of  British  vessels  was  the  same  as  during  the  preceding  year,  and 
that  it  was  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  average  amount  of  such 
tonnage  during  the  two  quinquennial  periods  of  1881-85  and 
1886-90.  The  actual  tonnage,  however,  showed  in  1891  a diminution 
of  8,814  tons,  as  compared  with  1890. 

Of  vessels  under  foreign  flags  chose  of  Sweden  and  Norway 
frequenting  Cronstadt  and  St.  Petersburg  alone  show  an  increase; 
those  of  other  nations  being  below  the  average  of  the  last 
10  years. 

The  Sea  Canal  leading  from  Cronstadt  to  St.  Petersburg 
continues  to  be  more  and  more  used  every  year  by  vessels  of  all 
nations,  notwithstanding  that  the  harbour  accommodation  of  the 
new  port  has  as  yet  received  no  extension,  pending  which  the 
River  Neva  itself  serves  ^mostly  as  a place  of  discharge  and 
lading  for  steamers.  In  all  889  steamers,  seagoing,  and  261 
sailing  vessels  of  all  nations  proceeded  to  St.  Petersburg  by  way 
of  the  Sea  Canal  either  to  discharge  or  take  in  cargo,  while  only 
325  steamers  and  100  sailing  vessels  discharged  and  loaded 
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entirely  at  Cronstadt.  In  addition,  however,  to  the  latter  140 
steamers  and  one  sailing  vessel  partially  loaded  and  discharged  at 
Cronstadt. 

OF  the  563  British  steam  and  sailing  vessels  which  entered 
these  ports  last  year  29  arrived  and  179  cleared  in  ballast,  94  of 
such  vessels  proceeding  to  Finnish  ports  to  load  deals.  During  the 
course  of  the  season  512  vessels  under  the  British  flag  arrived 
from  British  ports  and  285  vessels  cleared  to  the  same,  while  278 
vessels  left  for  foreign  ports.  In  order  of  numerical  importance 
of  ports  of  destination  of  British  ships  from  St.  Petersburg  and 
Cronstadt  come  London  (130  vessels),  Hull  (67  vessels),  Leith 
(18  vessels),  Grimsby  (12  vessels),  Montrose  (12  vessels),  Dundee 
(11  vessels),  and  Hartlepool  (10  vessels).  For  the  remaining 
ports  there  were  from  one  to  three  departures  of  vessels  carrying 
the  British  flag.  The  number  of  foreign  vessels  freighted  to 
British  ports  was  204. 

The  growing  necessities  for  harbour  accommodation  at 
Cronstadt  of  the  Russian  Baltic  Fleet  compelled  the  naval 
authorities  some  years  ago  to  come  to  the  decision  to  close  the 
Middle  Mole  against  all  merchant  vessels,  which  had  only  on 
sufferance  been  allowed  to  use  it,  owing  to  the  shallowing  of  the 
Merchants’  Mole  and  limited  space  there  for  shipping.  This 
year  merchant  steamers  are,  as  a matter  of  special  grace,  still 
allowed  to  be  berthed  in  the  Middle  Mole,  which,  it  must  be 
observed,  had  always  previously  been  solely  assigned  to  vessels  of 
war;  but  commencing  from  the  opening  of  the  season  of  1895 
merchant  ships  will  be  rigidly  excluded  therefrom.  In  view  of 
this  the  municipal  authorities  of  Cronstadt,  in  order  to  retain  at 
their  port  the  remnant  of  the  transhipment  trade  still  left  to  them, 
are  at  last  making  some  serious  efforts  to  deepen  the  Merchants’ 

Mole,  and  also  have  sought  the  approval  and  support  of  the 
Government  for  the  construction  of  an  additional  basin  for  small 
craft  which  would  extend  from  a point  of  the  Cronstadt  sea-wall 
in  the  direction  of  the  Citadel  pier.  The  Government,  however, 
having  expended  very  large  sums  on  the  construction  of  the 
Cronstadt- St.  Petersburg  Sea  Canal  and  the  new  port  will  not,  it 
must  be  supposed,  very  readily  entertain  the  project  above 
referred  to. 

It  must,  however,  be  observed  that  Cronstadt  m.ust  always  be 
used  by  vessels  of  large  draught  for  lightening  and  also  tilling  up 
cargo ; the  depth  of  the  Sea  Canal  to  St.  Petersburg,  in  spite  of 
dredging,  being  during  a prevalence  of  eastern  winds  insufficient 
for  such  vessels.  The  supply  of  the  necessary  amount  of  coals 
and  other  materials  for  the  Baltic  fleet  at  Cronstadt  will  also 
continue  to  give  employment  to  ship[)ing  at  that  port. 

With  regard  to  freights  that  ruled  at  St.  Petersburg  during  Freights, 
the  past  year  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Whishaw  reports  as  follows:  — 

The  season  opened  with  a fairly  brisk  business  as  compared 
with  recent  years,  freights  ranging  from  1^.  \^d.  to  Is.  3(7.  to 
London  for  wheat.  Other  grain  and  seed  in  proportion  as  per 
London  and  Baltic  printed  rates.  Several  forward  fixtures  were 
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made  and  boats  taken  up^  regardless  of  size,  for  a series  of  two  to 
three  voyages  each  at  Is.  London,  with  option  of  continent, 
i.e.,  Kotterdam  and  Breinerhaven,  &c.  Cargoes  were  plentiful 
and  rates  well  maintained  until  the  middle  of  June,  when  only  Is., 
London,  was  to  be  had,  and  after  a lapse  of  10  days  dwindled 
down  to  \0\d.  A dull  time  was  then  experienced,  owing  to  the 
morbid  state  of  the  English  and  continental  grain  markets ; about 
July  23,  however,  a spurt  arose  and  freights  stiffened  aud  rapidly 
advanced  to  Is.  2>d.  on  July  30,  and  remained  steady  till  August  7, 
when  a further  rise  was  made  and  Is.  4Jr/.  freely  paid.  This 
improvement  vvas  chiefly  owing  to  the  threatened  prohibition  of 
the  export  of  grain  from  Russia  occasioned  by  the  tidings  of  bad 
crops  and  a dearth  of  rye  and  other  cereals  in  several  districts  to 
such  an  extent  that  a famine  was  imminent.  The  prohibition,  as 
far  as  rye  was  concerned,  came  into  force  on  August  27,  and 
after  tliat  time  reports  as  to  further  prohibition  were  rife,  and  on 
November  3 (15)  oats,  wheat,  and  flour  were  not  allowed  to  be 
exported.  In  the  meantime  freights  had  risen  to  Is.  1\d.  After 
tins  d .e  little  or  no  business  was  done,  beyond  a few  parcels  of 
linseed  to  Hull,  at  rates  varying  from  2s.  to  2s.  St?.,  wheat  basis — 


Freights  Throughout  Season. 


Articles. 

From — 

To — 

Deals  to  London 

Standard 

£ s.  d. 
10  0 

£ s.  d. 

1 12  6 

Flax  to  Scotland 

Ton  . . 

0 17  6 

Press  packed  tow  to  Scotland . . 

,,  t • 

15  0 

,, 

Flax  to  Dunkirk  « . , . 

,,  . . . . 

23  fr. 

•• 

The  customs  revenue  during  1891  yielded  79,567,858  r.  in 
gold,  and  2,998,485  r.  in  paper  currency,  or  in  all  15,784,134/,  in 
British  currency.  As  compared  with  the  year  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  diminution  of  revenue  amounted  to  only  273,499/. 
The  subjoined  table  shows  what  the  customs  revenue  yielded 
during  the  last  10  years  and  its  gradual  development  to  1891. 
The  decrease  in  1891  must  be  ascribed  partly  to  the  operation  of 
the  new  customs  tariff  which  came  into  force  on  July  13  of  the 
year  under  review,  and  partly  to  a diminished  demand  for  goods 
of  foreign  origin  arising  from  the  distressed  condition  of  the  agri- 
cultural classes,  consequent  on  the  famine  which  visited  the 
greater  part  of  European  Russia  in  1891. 

The  figures  in  the  accompanying ‘table  arc  those  given  in  the 
Inst  published  report  of  Mr.  Stein,  Director  of  the  Statistical 
Bureau  of  the  Russian  Customs  Department,  and  com[)risc  all  the 
customs  revenue  levied  througliout  the  Empire,  including  its 
Asiastic  portions,  such  as  the  Transcaspian  region,  Siberia, 
Turkestan,  and  the  Amur  and  Maritime  regions.  The  compre- 
hensiveness of  these  returns  will  account  for  the  discrepancies 
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which  will  be  observed  between  them  and  those  reprodueed  in 
my  previous  reports  under  this  head.  In  comparing  the  customs 
revenue  of  1891  with  that  of  1890,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
increased  importation  of  merchandise  from  abroad  took  place 
during  the  early  [)art  of  the  navigation  season  in  anticipation  of 
an  increase  of  duty  under  the  customs  tariff  which  was  then  being 
revised  and  projected  with  a determination,  which  was  no  secret, 
to  raise  still  higher  the  existing  rates  of  protective  duties  on  most 
of  the  branches  of  alien  industry,  and  on  raw  and  half-worked 
articles  of  foreign  origin.  In  this  manner  the  expected  higher 
duties  were  to  some  extent  discounted  during  the  first  portion  of 
the  year  by  importers.  Were  it  not  for  this  circumstance,  im- 
poverishment of  the  consuming  classes  apart,  the  public  revenue 
derived  from  the  customs  receipts  in  1891  would  have  shown  a 
still  greater  diminution.  The  decrease  of  goods  imported  into 
Kussia  in  1892  wall  in  all  probability  more  clearly  display  the 
results  of  the  last  protectionist  tariff’  in  the  shape  of  decreased 
importations,  especially  of  manufactured  goods,  together  with  a 
still  further  loss  of  customs  revenue. 


Year. 

Levied  in  Gold 
Roubles. 

Levied  in  Paper 
Roubles  in  Supple- 
ment. 

Total  of  all  Dues 
in  British 
Sterling. 

Roubles. 

Roubles.f 

£ 

1891 

79,567,858 

2,998,435 

15,784,134 

1890 

82,727,594 

2,283,087 

16,057,633 

1889 

80,298,459 

1,625,308 

12,886,653 

1888 

70,459,518 

1,523,704 

12,090,604 

1887 

64,657,005 

1,375,965 

10,366,225 

1886 

71,339,333 

1,354,726 

11,430,866 

1885 

64,761,439 

1,426,952 

10,396,589 

1884 

65,256,985 

1,749,780 

10,507,371 

1883 

66,805,078 

1,805,680 

10,758,039 

1882 

64,322,457 

2,207,184 

10,392,607 

* Exchange  at  par  38 cZ.  per  rouble.  f Exchange  at  average  rate  for  year. 


A decrease  of  the  customs  revenue  occurred  chiefly  under  the 
heads  of  oranges  and  lemons,  tea,  coffee,  wines,  herrings,  cast  and 
wrought  iron  and  steel,  chemical  products  and  textile  goods. 

The  amount  of  customs  dues  collected  at  St.  Petersburg  and 
Moscow  during  1891  was  5,415,671/.,  or  34-3  per  cent,  of  the 
total  yield  of  the  customs  revenue.  It  would  appear  that  St. 
Petersburg  is  not  maintaining  its  place  as  the  main  source  of 
importation  of  the  Kussian  Empire,  for  in  1886  the  relative  pro- 
portion was  45*5  per  cent.  The  development  of  the  railway 
system  along  the  seaboard  of  the  Baltic  would  in  a great  measure 
account  for  this  phenomenon.  The  custom-house  of  Moscow, 
however,  taken  apart  from  that  of  St.  Petersburg,  continues  to  hold 
its  own,  and  to  yield  a greater  revenue  to  the  State  than  any 
other  Russian  custom-house.  The  amount  of  customs  duties  con- 
tributed by  Moscow  to  the  Imperial  Exchequer  in  1891  was 
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3,245,739/.,  or  20’5  per  cerit.  of  tbe  whole  revenue,  which  is  only 
slightly  less  than  it  yielded  in  1890.  The  high  place,  therefore, 
occupied  by  Moscow  and  its  district  as  an  importing  centre  of  the 
Empire  is  clearly  apparent,  St.  Petersburg  occupying  a subsidiary 
position  as  a consumer  of  non-Russian  produce. 

The  revised  customs  tariff  came  into  operation  on  July  13, 
1891.  The  previous  general  revision  of  the  customs  tariff  had 
taken  place  in  1867-8,  and  been  enforced  in  1869.  Seeing  that 
it  did  Jiot  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  system  of  protec- 
tion which  began  to  meet  with  greater  and  greater  favour  in 
Government  circles  towards  the  end  of  the  seventh  decade  of  the 
present  century,  the  latter  comparatively  liberal  tariff  was,  during 
the  course  of  the  succeeding  20  years,  gradually  modified  in  a 
protectionist  direction,  the  increased  duties  under  it  being  chiefly 
directed  against  foreign  manufactured  goods.  These  modifications 
affected  special  sections  or  classes  of  goods,  or  embraced  the  tariff 
as  a w.iole.  Thus  in  1877  all  duties  became  leviable  in  gold, 
which  was  tantamount,  at  the  ruling  rate  of  exchange  for  the  paper 
rouble,  to  raising  them  by  30  per  cent.  In  1881  an  addition  of 
10  per  cent,  was  made  to  the  existing  duties,  Avhich  were  sub- 
sequently again  progressively  raised  under  various  sections.  The 
customs  tariff  now  in  force  has  been  framed  in  a spirit  of  still 
greater  protection  of  native  industry  and  products.  Up  to  1891 
half-worked  and  raw  foreign  materials  required  by  native  manu- 
facturers bore  comparatively  light  duties,  or  were  allowed  to  come 
in  free.  The  tariff,  however,  now  introduced  has  removed  dis- 
tinction between  such  articles  and  manufactured  goods  by 
subjecting  the  former  to  heavy,  and  in  some  cases  prohibitive, 
duties. 

The  incongruity  of  this  extreme  form  of  protection  has 
recently  found  partial  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  higher 
authorities  in  the  matter  of  beech  staves  and  hoops  for  barrels. 
The  sale  of  Russian  butter  in  the  markets  of  Europe  having  been 
much  hampered,  owing  to  its  being  packed  in  barrels  made 
chiefly  of  alder  wood  which  discoloured  the  butter  and  injured  its 
flavour,  the  Acting  Minister  of  Finance,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Council  of  Ministers,  and  in  response  to  an  appeal  of  some  dairy 
farmers  in  this  country,  has  now  sanctioned  the  importation 
during  the  next  two  years  duty  free  of  beech  barrel  staves  and 
hoops,  with  a view  of  enabling  Russian  butter  to  find  a readier 
sale  abroad  than  it  has  hitherto  done.  It  was  the  high  rate  of 
duty  under  the  new  customs  tariff  that  prevented  their  use  by 
Russian  dairy  farmers  of  the  j)rovinces  of  Tver,  Yaroslav,  Vologda, 
St.  Petersburg,  Novgorod,  Pskov,  as  also  those  of  the  north-west 
and  bordering  on  the  Baltic,  in  which  dairy  farming  is  more 
particularly  pursued.  The  concession,  therefore,  made  with 
regard  to  beech  staves  and  hoops  is  intended  to  favour  only  those 
provinces  in  which,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  soil,  dairy  farming 
is  extensively  adopted.  With  this  view  the  articles  in  question 
may  be  imported  duty  free  only  at  the  Baltic  ports  and  across  the 
Russo-Prussian  land  frontier. 
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The  return  of  duty  on  raw  cotton  by  manufacturers  of  cotton 
tissues  on  the  exportation  of  tlieir  goods  abroad  would  further 
seem  to  exemplify  a recognition  of  the  evil  arising  from  the  im- 
position of  duties  on  raw  and  half-worked  foreign  goods.  In  this 
case,  however,  seeing  that  raw  cotton  yields,  after  tea,  the  largest 
customs  revenue,  it  may  be  pleaded  that  the  duty  imposed  is  more 
of  a fiscal  than  protective  character.  Fiscal  duties,  however,  on 
articles  of  primary  necessity,  such  as  raw  cotton  undoubtedly  is 
for  the  peasant  mass  of  the  population,  is  none  the  less  objection- 
able and  burdensome. 

The  rates  of  exchange  on  London  at  St.  Petersburg  for  three  Rates  of 
months  bills  fluctuated  considerably  during  the  year.  Between 
May  and  June  they  averaged  from  85  r.  to  86  r.  93  c.  per  10/.,  or 
28 to  27'60(:/.  per  1 r.  Commencing,  however,  from  the 
month  of  July,  when  no  longer  any  doubts  existed  of  the  almost 
universal  failure  of  the  crops  in  the  grain-growing  provinces  of 
the  Empire,  the  rate  of  exchange  rose  gradually  and  persistently 
for  sterling  value,  reaching  at  the  close  of  the  year  91  r.  15  c. 
per  10/.,  or  26'^dd.  per  1 r. 

Tlie  average  values  of  the  rouble  at  St.  Petersburg  during  the 
year  were  : — 

Per  Rouble. 


s.  d. 

Highest  rate  . . . . . . . . . . 2 5 

Lowest  rate  . . . . . . . . . . 110 

Average  . . . . . , 2 If 


JSJijni-Novgorod  Fair, 

Consequent  on  the  economic  depression  arising  in  a great 
degree  from  the  failure  of  the  crops  in  a considerable  portion  of 
the  Empire,  the  business  done  at  the  fair  this  year  showed  a con- 
siderable diminution  as  compared  with  preceding  years.  It  is 
doubtful,  however,  whether  the  fair  of  1891,  even  if  held  under 
more  favourable  conditions  would  have  yielded  results  com- 
paratively satisfactory  as  compared  with  previous  years.  With 
the  development  of  the  railway  system  in  Russia  and  increase  of 
navigation  of  the  internal  waters  of  the  country,  the  importance 
of  the  fair  has  for  some  time  past  been  slowly  but  surely  diminish- 
ing as  a central  emporium  of  goods  for  the  whole  Russian  Empire. 
This  is  evident  from  the  following  official  figures  of  the  trade  at 
the  fair  during  the  last  eight  years : — 
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Table  showing  the  Value  of  all  Goods  Brought  to  and  Sold  at 
.Nijni-Novgorod  Fair. 


Year. 

Goods  Bought. 

Goods  Sold. 

1884  

£ 

20,501,590 

£ 

19,904,813 

1885  

18,616,485 

16,779,394 

1886  

18,393,826 

. . 

1887  

19,807,805 

18,571,279 

1888  

19,037,116 

17,645,653 

17,745,202 

1889  

18,708,462 

1890  

18,125,600 

17,421,700 

1891 

16,821,100 

15,694,900 

Thus  the  value  of  the  goods  brought  to  the  fair  in  1891 
amounted  to  168,211,000  r.  (16,821,100/.),  less  to  the  amount  of 
13,045,000  r.  (1,304,500/.)  as  compared  with  1890;  while  the 
value  of  the  goods  sold  was  only  156,949,000  r.  (15,694,900/.),  or 
less  than  17,268,000  r.  fl, 726,800/.)  as  compared  with  1890. 
This  diminution  both  in  the  values  of  the  goods  brought  to  and 
sold  at  the  Nijni  Fair  of  1891,  serves  also  to  a certain  extent  as 
an  indication  of  the  distressed  condition  of  the  agricultural  classes 
in  Russia,  who  are  the  chief  producers  and  at  the  same  time  con- 
sumers of  the  merchandise  bought  and  sold  at  the  fair. 

Cotton  goods,  which  form  the  staple  of  merchandize  brought 
to  the  fair,  were  supplied  in  diminished  quantities,  their  value 
being  less  by  7,000,000  r.  (700,000/.)  than  that  provided  in  1890; 
prices  for  these  goods  ruled  from  5 per  cent,  to  10  per  cent,  lower 
than  at  the  fiiir  of  1890.  Red  Turkey  yarn  found  ready  pur- 
chasers, although  the  prices  for  it  were  from  8 per  cent,  to  10  per 
cent,  higher  than  at  the  preceding  fair.  High  qualities  of  this 
yarn  were  in  greater  demand  than  the  lower.  Cotton  prints  were 
chiefly  purchased  for  Persia,  the  Caucasus,  Trans-Caucasus,  the 
Don,  Kuban,  and  Siberia,  and  velveteens  for  Kiakhta.  The 
Persian  demand  for  Russian  red  Turkey  cotton  goods  has  in- 
creased, one  of  the  reasons  for  such  increased  demand  being  the 
alleged  superiority  of  Russian  over  English  prints,  the  colouring 
matter  used  in  printing  the  former  being  said  to  be  more  durable 
than  that  employed  in  English  goods  of  the  same  class.  It  was 
found  that  the  demand  from  Persia  for  Russian  cotton  prints 
exceeded  all  expectations  and  was  greater  than  that  of  1890  by 
60  per  cent,  to  70  per  cent.  The  demand  from  the  Caucasus, 
Samarcand,  Tashkent,  and  Bokhara  for  such  goods  was  also 
greater  by  30  per  cent.  The  demand  for  wool  for  the  English, 
German,  and  partly  American  markets  was  considerable,  so  that 
ail  kinds  fetched  good  prices.  ' Manufactured  goods  of  mixed 
wool  and  cotton  were  in  ready  demand.  The  supply  of  linen 
and  hempen  goods  was  somewhat  greater  than  in  1890.  The 
demand,  however,  for  linen  manufactures  was  slack.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  stock  of  linen  is  said  to  have  found  no  purchasers. 
Dealings  in  silk  and  half-silk  goods  were  unimportant.  The 
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supply  of  furs  was  about  the  same  as  in  1890,  and  there  was  a 
brisk  demand  for  them  from  abroad.  The  prices  of  some  furs 
were  liigher  by  30  per  cent,  to  50  per  cent,  than  at  the  previous 
fair.  Tlie  prices  of  metals  and  hardware  remained  unchanged, 
with  the  exception  of  assorted  iron,  which  was  somewhat  lower. 

The  sale  of  sugar,  salt,  candles,  and  soap  attained  no  great 
dimensions.  The  supply  of  goods  from  Bokhara,  Khiva,  and 
Tashkent  was  greater  than  in  1890;  raw  cotton  from  Bokhara 
and  Khiva  was  brought  in  smaller  quantities  ; but  from  Tashkent 
the  supply  was  greater. 

Payments  on  outstanding  bills  were  unsatisfactory,  part  re- 
newals being  frequent,  especially  in  cases  of  traders  from  famine 
stricken  districts. 

Business,  on  the  whole,  was  sluggish  at  the  fair,  the  failure  of 
the  crops,  as  already  stated,  exercising  a prejudicial  effect  on  all 
transactions.  To  this  disadvantage  must  be  added  the  shallow- 
ness of  the  Volga  last  summer  which  made  it  impassable  for 
goods-laden  barges  of  medium  draught  to  reach  Nijni.  The 
demands  for  goods  from  Siberia  and  other  outlying  portions  of  the 
Empire  somewhat  raised  the  general  depression  that  prevailed 
among  both  buyers  and  sellers. 

The  gross  receipts  of  all  Bussian  railways  in  1891  amounted  Eailways. 
to  286,397,145  r.  (30,728,027/.),  which  was  in  excess  of  the 
revenue  of  the  preceding  year,  but,  nevertheless,  the  yield  per 
verst  was  below  that  of  1888  and  1889,  when,  owing  to  the 
bountiful  harvests  of  those  years,  there  was  greater  railway 
activity  in  the  carriage  of  all  goods,  and  especially  of  grain. 

Owing  to  a smaller  importation  of  foreign  goods  into  the  country 
in  1891  there  was  a smaller  transmission  of  such  goods  by  Russian 
railways.  The  following  table  gives  the  chief  results  of  the 
working  of  all  the  Russian  railways  in  1891  as  compared  with 
the  four  preceding  years : — 


Year. 

Carried. 

Gross  Receipts. 

Percentage  of 
Difference  of 
Receipts  as 
compared  with 
Preceding 
Year. 

Goods  by 
Slow  Trains. 

Passengers. 

Total. 

Per  Verst. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Roubles  Paper. 

Roubles  Paper. 

1887  

48,493,387 

34,757,923 

249,692,074 

10,076 

+ 10-2 

1888  

53,774,371 

36,778,818 

279,444,317 

10,914 

+ 8-3 

1889  

54,917,597 

38,740,577 

276,357,278 

10,490 

- 3-9 

1890  

55,250,129 

40,062,066 

277,110,316* 

10,387 

- 1-0 

1891 

56,627,000 

40,466,211 

286,397,145 

10,442 

+ 0-5 

* As  finally  adjusted  fiy  the  Railway  Department. 


As  a consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  harvest  in  the  greater 
part  of  the  richest  grain-growing  provinces  of  Russia  in  1891,  the 
railways  leading  to  the  ports  of  the  Black  Sea  and  Baltic  Sea, 
and  partly  to  Moscow  from  the  famine  districts  suffered  most  in 
revenue.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  the  lines  running  from  the 
southern  provinces  and  the  Trans-Caucasus,  where  the  harvest 
(1392)  B 2 
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Government 

lines. 


had  been  a good  one,  to  the  above  famine  districts  earned  more 
revenue  than  in  1890.  The  private  railways  suffered  a greater 
diminution  of  revenue  than  those  belonging  to  the  Crown.  This 
would  appear  from  the  following  statement  derived  from  an 
official  source  : — 


Railways. 

Gross  Revenue. 

1 

Total. 

Per  Verst. 

Roubles. 

Roubles. 

Government  railways — 

1890  

71,107,719 

7,182 

1891  

77,474,929 

7,666 

Increase  in  1891 

6,367,210 

484 

Private  railways — 

1890  

206,002,597 

12,184 

1891  

207,922,216 

ir,997 

Increase  in  1 891 

1,919,619 

Decrease  ,, 

•• 

187 

Of  private  railways  the  greatest  increase  of  revenue  was 
earned  by  the  Sedletz-Malkin  branch  of  the  Warsaw-Terespol 
Railway,  which  yielded  27*1  per  cent,  more  gross  revenue  tliaii 
in  1890.  Among  the  Government  railways  the  Baskunchak 
(increase  33’9  per  cent.)  and  the  Sarnara-Zlatoust  lines  (increase 
55*7  per  cent.)  gave  increased  takings  as  compared  with  1890. 

The  following  railways  were  in  course  of  construction  in 
1891:-— 

1.  The  Ussuri  section  of  the  future  Siberian  Trunk  Line, 
extending  to  Haborovka.  The  Yladivosti-Gravsky  Pristan, 
extending  over  a distance  of  393  versts  (292  miles),  with  a branch 
to  the  River  Ussuri. 

2.  The  Mias-Tcheliabinsk  line  which  will  be  an  extension  of 
the  Zlatoust-Miassk  Railway  to  Tcheliabinsk,  by  which  route 
Western  Siberia  will  be  ultimately  connected  witli  European 
Russia.  The  length  of  this  line  is  94  versts  (62J  miles),  and  its 
cost  is  estimated  at  362,460/. 

3.  The  Nareva  Railway,  134  versts  (89J  miles),  and  estimated 
to  cost  about  600,000/. 

4.  Chiatursk-Sharopan,  brancli  of  the  Trans-Caucasus  Rail- 
way. Length,  36  versts  (24  miles).  Estimated  cost,  100,600/. 

5.  Saksagan  branch  of  the  Ekaterininsky  Railway,  com- 
mencing from  the  station  of  Saksagan,  will  lead  to  the  Briansk 
iron  mine.  Length,  16*76  versts  (11  miles). 

The  construction  of  the  following  railways  by  private  com- 
panies was  sanctioned  in  1891  : — 

1.  Riazan-Kazan  Railway.  Length,  710  versts  (473^  miles). 
Estimated  cost  of  construction,  2,520,000/. 

2.  Petrovs k Railway,  with  a branch  to  the  Caucasian  mineral 
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waters  of  Platigorsic,  Essen tnki,  and  Kislovodsk.  Lengtli  of 
Petrovsk  lino,  250  versts  (106|  miles);  length  of  branch  line, 
59  versts  (39 miles). 

3.  Short  l))’anches  of  Kiirsk-Kieff  hallway.  These  branches, 
the  length  of  which  will,  in  all,  extend  over  325  versts  (21CJ 
miles)  will  be  established  as  follows  : — 


Branches. 

Length. 

Versts. 

Miles. 

1.  From  the  sta'ion  Korenevo  to  Eylsk 

25 

16| 

2.  „ Korenevo  to  Sudja  .. 

35 

28  j 

3.  ,,  Kr, notop  (province  of  Tchernigoflf)  through 

Krolevets  to  the  Shostensk  Avorks  . . 

95 

63i 

4.  Kruti-Chernigoff  ..  ..  .. 

5.  Kruti-Periatiu  ..  .. 

1 170 

im 

V y y 

Estimated  cost  about  . . . . . . 

1,000,0001. 

4.  Branch  lines  to  Shuisk-I v^anoiF  Railway,  Odessa-Ovidiopol 
Railway,  and  to  Iletsk  Railway  of  the  Orenburg  main  line. 

The  Shuisk-Ivanoff  branch  will  extend  from  the  village  of 
Upinoi  Seredy  (province  of  Kostroma)  to  Ermolino  station  of  the 
Shuisk-Ivanoff  Railway.  Distance,  18  versts  400  fathoms  (about 
13  miles).  Estimated  cost,  35,000Z. 

The  Odessa-Ovidiopol  branch.  Length,  37’61  versts  (25T1 
miles).  Estimated  cost,  195,912/. 

The  Iletsk  branch  will  run  to  the  Iletsk  salt-works.  Length, 
70’6  versts  (46*7  miles). 

Surveys  of  the  following  railways  were  being  proceeded  with, 
and  some  were  in  course  of  construction  on  account  of  the 
Government  before  1891  : 

1.  The  Djankoi-Theodosia  Railway,  which  w’as  commenced 
in  1890.  Length,  11()‘70  versts  (73*8  miles).  Estimated  cost, 
315,282/. 

2.  I'he  Suram  Pass  circuitous  line  was  being  completed  in 
1891.  Length..  6‘6  versts  (4*4  miles)  from  the  station  of  Mality 
to  Tsepa  station. 

3.  During  1891  the  survey  of  the  railway  across  the  main 
chain  of  the  Caucasus  was  to  have  been  completed.  The  length 
of  this  line  will  be  180  versts  (120  miles). 

4.  A survey  was  commenced  of  the  Gravsky-Haborovka 
section  of  the  Ussuri  Railway. 

5.  A survey  was  also  commenced  of  the  Western  Siberian 
Railway,  with  a length  of  1,750  versts  (1,1 66f  miles). 

The  following  railways  were  also  in  construction  by  private 
companies  in  1891  : — 

1.  The  Novoseletsk  branches  of  the  South*Western  Russian 
railways.  Length,  525  versts  (350  miles). 

2.  The  Irinovsky  branch.  Length,  30  versts  (20  miles). 
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3.  The  Kursk-Voronej  branch,  about  220  versts  (146f  miles). 

In  addition  to  all  the  above  lines  in  construction  and  under 
survey  the  Government  sanctioned  the  construction  ot  several 
small  branches  leading  from  main  line  stations  to  cotton  mills, 
iron  works,  and  depots  at  private  cost. 

During  the  course  of  1891  the  Government  took  over  from 
private  companies  the  Kursk- Kharkoff-Azotf  line,  763  versts 
(508|  miles),  the  Lihau-Romna  Railway,  with  a length  of  1,191 
versts  (794  miles),  and  the  Orel-Grnazi  line,  which  increased  tlie 
whole  length  of  the  Government  lines  by  2,243  versts  (1,953^ 
miles). 

Early  in  1892  the  Government,  with  a view  of  raising  the 
economical  condition  of  the  population  of  the  Eastern  and  South- 
Eastern  Russian  provinces  bordering  the  Volga,  resolved  to 
establish  new  lines  of  rail  in  that  part  of  the  Empire  and  their 
construction  was  confided  to  tlie  Riazan-Kozloff  Railway,  which 
was  re-constituted  for  that  purpose  under  the  appellation  of  the 
Riazan-Uralsk  Railway. 

The  new  lines  which  will  be  built  by  this  company  are : — 

1.  A narrow  ^aime  line  from  Pokrovsk*  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Volga  opposite  Saratoff,  to  the  town  of  Uralsk.  Length, 
26 6f  miles,  with  branches  to  Nicolaievsk,  66f  miles,  and  to 
Alexandrovo-Gai,  through  Novo  Uzensk,  200  miles. 

2.  A broad-gauge  line  from  TambofF  to  Kamyshin,  about 
266|  miles. 

3.  A line  from  Lebedian  to  Iletsk,  53 J miles. 

4.  Branch  feeding  lines  from  the  Kozloff-Saratoff  Railway  to 
Balandy,  40  miles. 

The  company  has,  moreover,  undertaken  to  establish  grain 
elevators  and  depots  for  goods  on  its  lines,  to  establish  a ferry 
between  Saratoff  and  the  village  of  Petrovsk,  as  also  a landing  pier 
at  Kamyshin. 

The  total  length  of  all  the  railways  in  the  Empire  of  Russia  was 
in  1891  as  follows  : — 


Length. 


Versts. 

Miles. 

Government  railways  . . . . . . 

11,320 

7,547 

Public  company  and  private  lines  .. 

17,384 

11,589 

Lines  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Finland  . . 

1,759 

1,173 

Total 

30,403 

20,309 

* It  has  since  been  decided  to  conduct  this  branch  line  not  from  Pokrovsk,  at 
which  point  the  main  stream  of  the  Volga  has  receded  from  its  old  bank,  but  from 
a point  lower  down,  at  Beregovoi  Uvek  village,  13  versts  below  Saratoff,  where  the 
river  runs  through  its  old  channel.  At  this  point  communication  by  ferry  with  the 
other  bank  can  advantageou.'^ly,  and  without  great  cost,  bo  established,  and  a bridge 
ultimately  constructed  which  would  connect  the  Uralsk  Railway  with  the  Kozlofl- 
* Saratoff  line.  It  has  also  been  decided  in  view  of  this  modification  of  the  original 
scheme  to  construct  a line  from  Saratoff  to  Uvek  ferry,  and  one  to  Anisovka  station 
on  the  opposite  bank  on  the  projected  Pokrovo-Uralsk  Railway. 
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The  British  scameii^s  liospital  at  Cronstadt  continues  to  be  a British 
flourishino’  institution,  and  to  be  much  appreciated  by  those  of  seamen’s 
our  seafaring  countrymen  who  are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  it. 
Twenty-five  years  having  elapsed  last  summer  since  its  establish- 
ment through  the  strenuous  efforts  of  Mr.  Thomas  Micliell,  C.B., 
now  Her  Majesty’s  Consul-General  at  Christiania,  and  by  the 
active  support  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  Russian  Company  and 
the  British  and  foreign  mercantile  community  at  St.  Petersburg 
and  Cronstadt,  the  event  was  commemorated  at  Cronstadt  in  the 
month  of  July  by  a public  luncheon,  at  which  all  the  leading 
British  residents  were  present,  Mr.  Henry  Howard,  C.B.,  First 
Secretary  of  Fler  Mcijesty’s  Embassy,  presiding  on  the  occasion. 

Owing  to  the  gradual  decline  since  the  opening  of  the  new 
port,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Neva,  of  Cronstadt  as  the  outport  of 
St.  Petersburg,  and  in  view  of  the  great  probability  of  the  almost 
entire  transference  in  a few  years  of  the  trade  to  the  capital,  the 
committee  of  management  of  the  hospital,  anticipating,  though 
with  great  regret,  the  im[)ending  necessity  of  a removal  of  the 
institution,  are  maturing  plans  for  such  removal  to  some  spot  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  new  harbour.  The  hospital  possesses  a reserve 
fund  of  about  50,000  r.  (5,000/.),  which  sum,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  construction  of  a new  hospital  building  near  the 
place  referred  to. 

It  has  also  been  decided  to  establish  in  the  same  neighbour- 
hood a seamen's  home  or  institute  which  would  be  accessible  to 
sailors  of  all  nationalities  and  be  conducted  on  non-denominational 
principles.  As  the  funds  for  its  maintenance  will  be  raised 
almost  entirely  at  St.  Petersburg  the  management  of  the  institute 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  a local  committee.  His  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has  already  graciously  given  for  a 
long  term  of  years  the  necessary  plot  of  ground  on  which  the 
building  could  be  erected,  and  its  construction  will  in  all 
probability  soon  be  commenced.  Such  an  institute  has  for  a long 
time  been  a desideratum  at  St.  Petersburg,  but  the  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  its  realisation  has  always  been  the  incompleteness  of 
the  harbour  arrangements  at  the  new  port,  which  necessitates  the 
spreading  of  the  shipping  in  different  parts  of  the  river  and  at 
points  distant  from  each  other.  It  is  now,  however,  on  reason- 
able grounds  expected  that  the  new  port  will,  without  much  further 
delay,  be  enlarged,  and  deal  and  grain  basins,  still  non-existent, 
added  to  it.  This  done,  almost  all  the  shipping  will  be  trans- 
ferred from  Cronstadt  to  the  port  in  question  and  concentrated  in 
one  focus.  The  seamen’s  Institute  will  then  prove  available  for  all 
the  shipping  in  port ; at  the  same  time  the  British  seamen’s 
hospital  will  be  removed  to  the  same  neighbourhood  and  erected 
on  a portion  of  the  land  granted  for  the  sailors'  institute.  The 
concentration  of  the  two  institutions  on  the  same  premises  is  very 
desirable  for  many  reasons,  a reduction  of  the  cost  of  maintenance 
of  both  institutions  being  the  most  urgent.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  expenditure  in  establishing  the  seamen’s  institute  at  the  new 
port  will  amount  to  about  1,200/.,  and  that  the  yearly  charge  for 
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its  maintenance  will  be  about  200Z.  The  greater  portion  of  the 
former  sum  has,  I believe,  been  already  subscribed  in  Great 
Britain,  while  nearly  the  \vhole  of  the  latter  amount  will  have  to 
be  contributed  annually,  chiefly  by  the  shipping  that  frequents 
St.  Petersburg  and  by  the  local  commercial  community. 


Aariculture. 


Cause  of 
failure  of 
harvest  of 
1891. 


The  summer  of  1891  in  the  gre:?ter  part  of  European  Russia, 
especially  in  the  black  soil  provinces,  but  excepting  those  of  the 
south-west,  was  distinguished  by  unusual  drought  and  sultriness, 
which  injuriously  affected  all  vegetation.  To  this  drought  and 
heat,  combined  with  the  dryness  of  the  preceding  autumn  and 
late  frosts  during  spring  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  must  be 
attributed  the  failure  both  of  the  winter  and  spring  sown  crops 
over  an  area  embracing  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  black  soil  zone, 
and  in  some  other  parts  of  Russia  in  which  the  soil  is  of  another 
and  less  fertile  description. 

Yield  of  grain  According  to  the  returns  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  the 
crops  in  1891.  following  was  the  yield  of  the  grain  crop  in  1891  in  the  50  provinces 
of  European  Russia,  and  this  yield  shows  a great  diminution,  with 
the  exception  of  that  of  maize,  as  compared  with  1890,  owing  to 
the  climatic  causes  above  referred  ro.  The  greater  yield  of 
maize,  which  was  21  per  cent,  in  excess  of  that  of  the  year 
immediately  preceding,  was  due  to  the  circumstance  that  it  was 
growm  in  provinces  wh'ch  were  not  affected  by  unfavourable 
climatic  conditions: — 


Articles. 

Average  Yield 
1883-87. 

Yield  in  1891. 

Percentage  of 
Increase  or 
Decrease. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Wheat 

6,790,322 

4,766,129* 

- 29-8 

Itye  

17.230,645 

12,636,290* 

- 26-6 

Oats  ..  ..  ..  .. 

9/222,580 

7,031,290* 

- 23-7 

Barley  . . 

3,803,226 

3,425,806 

- 10 

Buckwheat 

1,354,838 

800,000 

- 34 

Millet 

1,403,225 

1,016,129 

- 27^6 

Peas 

387,093 

338,709 

- 12-5 

Maize  . . 

629,032 

800,000 

+ 21 

Comparing  the  general  yield  of  the  harvest  of  1891  with  that 
of  the  previous  11  years  (1880-90),  it  w'ould  appear  that  its 
results  approximated  those  of  the  years  1880  and  1885,  wdiich 
were  very  unsatisfactory  in  agricultural  respects.  As  regards  the 
rye  crop  in  1891,  its  deficiency  'was  only  proportionately  to  the 
area  of  cultivation  equalled  in  1880,  1883,  and  1889. 

* There  is  a discrepancy  under  these  heads  between  tlie  figures  given  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Central  Statistical  liurcau  j the  average  of 
the":e  two  returns  has  been  here  taken. 


ST.  TETERSBURa. 


23 


According  to  ilie  calculations  of  tlie  Department  of  Agri-  Total 
culture  the  total  deficiency  of  the  grain  crop  of  1891  in  deficiency  of 
European  Kussia  was  equal  to  71,050,000  tchetverts,  or  about 
8,308,261  tons,  or  23’ 1 per  cent.,  as  compared  with  the  average  of 
the  five  preceding  years. 

The  crop  of  linseed  was  a bad  one,  both  as  regards  the  seed  Linseed  crop, 
itself  and  the  quality  of  the  fibre  of  the  stalk,  throughout  the 
black  soil  provinces  and  in  some  other  localities,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  south-western  provinces,  where  the  yield  was  excel- 
lent. The  crop  in  the  non-black  soil  country  was,  with  some 
exceptions,  a satisfactory  one,  the  yield  being  rather  above  the 
average. 

Hemp  seed  yielded  the  best  crop  in  the  central,  northern.  Hemp  seed 
and  south-eastern  provinces,  where  it  is  principally  sown.  Un-^^°P- 
satisfactory  crops  of  this  seed  occurred  in  the  southern  Steppe 
and  eastern  provinces,  as  also  in  those  of  Nijni-Novgorod  and 
Perm. 

The  potato  crop  was,  on  the  whole,  an  unsatisfactory  one.  Potato  crop, 
both  in  })oint  of  quality  and  quantity,  the  long  drought 
injuring  the  seed  tubers,  ddie  province  of  Kieff,  Podolia, 

and  Yolhynla,  and  the  northern  districts  of  the  province 
of  Bessarabia  presented  a favourable  exception  in  this 
black  soil  zone,  where  the  yield  was  above  the  average,  Avernge 
crops  were  also  gathered  in  some  portions  of  the  provinces  of 
TchernigofF,  Tamboff,  Riazan,  and  Tula.  The  best  crops  in  the 
non-black  soil  zone  were  yielded  in  the  provinces  of  Moscow, 

Yaroslav,  Kostroma,  and  in  those  of  the  north  west.  Tobacco  cr*p 

The  tobacco  crop  proved  generally  a bad  one.  Rapeseed 

The  winter  sown  rape  seed  crop  was  below  the  average,  and 
in  some  places  failed  to  return  the  seed  sown.  The  spring  sown 
crop  was  a better  one,  though  below  the  average. 

The  beetroot  crop  was  below  that  of  1890  by  0-55  per  cent.  Beetroot  crop 
The  hay  crop  throughout  the  black  soil  country  was  below  Hay  crop, 
that  of  the  last  five  years’  average.  In  other  parts  the  crop  was 
either  a satisfactory  or  good  one,  and  considerably  above  the 
average,  with  the  exception  of  the  Central,  Mid,  and  Trans- 
Yolga  province,  and  also  in  some  of  those  in  the  north,  where  the 
yield  was  not  quite  up  to  the  average  standard.  The  failure  of 
the  hay,  crop  in  the  black  soil  provinces  was  due  to  the  cold 
spring,  excessive  heat,  and  protracted  drought  in  the  summer. 

In  the  north-western  provinces  the  crop  suffered,  and  was  in  some 
localities  destroyed  in  consequence  of  abundant  rain. 

According  to  the  correspondents  of  the  Department  of  Agri-  Agricultural 
culture  there  was  no  lack  of  field  hands.  In  some  portions  of  the  labour, 
black  soil  country  the  supply  was  in  excess  of  the  demand,  so  that 
many  wmrkmen  were  obliged  to  return  to  their  homes  or  to  wander 
as  beggars.  In  many  portions  of  the  eastern,  south-eastern,  Mid 
Volga,  and  Trans-Volga  provinces,  such  as  those  of  Kazan  and 
Viatka,  many  of  the  peasant  labourers  received  no  wages  but 
worked  for  their  food  alone.  These  unfavourable  conditions  for 
the  agricultural  labourer  were  owing  to  the  almost  universal 
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failure  of  his  own  crops  in  the  provinces  that  suffered  from 
drought  and  excessive  heat,  compelling  him  to  seek  labour  on  the 
larger  estates,  where  there  was  a demand  for  field  hands. 

The  serious  famine  which  visited  17  provinces*  entirely  and 
partly  five  others  of  the  Empire,  reducing  the  population,  amount- 
ing to  several  millions,  to  a state  of  extreme  distress,  called  forth 
prompt  and  energetic  efforts  of  assistance  both  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  local  zemstvos,  and  private  individuals.  The 
Government  expended  large  sums  for  the  purchase  of  food  and 
grain  seed  for  the  stricken  peasantry.  Committees,  both  local  and 
central,  were  formed  with  that  object  in  the  capitals  and  provincial 
towns,  and  later  a high  commission  was  appointed  at  St. 
Petersburg  under  the  presidency  of  the  Heir  Apparent  to  con- 
centrate as  far  as  possible  the  flow  of  charitable  assistance  into 
one  channel.  The  Ked  Cross  Society  and  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
mittees actively  exerted  themselves  in  collecting  money  and  food, 
and  their  appeals  were  not  disregarded  by  the  public  officials, 
military  and  civil,  railway  and  other  emplo3^es  who  voluntarily  con- 
tributed a portion  of  their  salaries  to  the  famine  funds.  Contri- 
butions in  aid  of  the  sufferers  were  also  largely  sent  from  Great 
Britain,  the  United  States,  and  other  countries  in  money  and  in 
the  shape  of  breadstuffs  and  other  provisions.  The  British  com- 
munities of  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow  also  gave  pecuniary 
assistance  unsparingly.  Thanks  to  these  combined  efforts,  not 
many  people  died  of  actual  starvation,  but  disease  in  many  forms, 
the  attendant  of  famine,  played  considerable  havoc  towards 
spring  among  the  physically  reduced  inhabitants  of  the  provinces 
and  districts  in  which  the  crops  had  entirely  or  partially  failed. 

In  connection  with  the  work  of  popular  relief  the  name  of 
Count  Leo  Tolstoi,  the  well-known  author  and  philosopher, 
stands  most  prominent  among  those  of  his  countrymen  who 
actively  exerted  themselves  in  this  humane  undertaking.  At  an 
early  stage  of  the  distress  he  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  suffering 
rural  population,  and  by  noble  precept  and  example  threw  life 
and  energy  into  the  cause  of  alleviation  of  the  wide-spread 
distress.  Assisted  by  sons,  daughters,  and  other  members  of  his 
family,  he  organised  in  his  own  and  neighbouring  districts 
kitchens  at  which  food  was  gratuitously  supplied  to  the  people, 
established  infirmaries  for  tlie  sick,  &c. ; his  philanthropic  activity 
finding  generous  support  both  in  Bussia,  Great  Britain,  and  the 


The  country  visited  by  the  famine  may  be  divided  into  two  regions  : the  first, 
commencing  from  the  southern  half  of  the  province  of  Saratoffj  spread  eastwards, 
embracing  the  southern  halt  of  Samara  and  the  province  of  Astrakhan  and  Oren- 
burg, also  the  south-eastern  section  of  Perm ; the  other  region,  commencing  in 
portions  of  Kursk,  Orel,  and  Tula,  extended  to  the  east  and  north-cast,  comprising 
Voronej,  Riazan,  TambofF,  Penza,  an  1 Kazan,  with  the  southern  portion  of  Nijni- 
Kovgorod,  the  ncrtliern  districts  of  Simbirsk,  and  some  districts  of  the  province  of 
Viatka.  The  harvest  of  rye,  which  forms  the  staple  of  food  of  the  peasants  was,  it 
must  also  he  remarked,  below  the  average  in  I’oltava,  Tchernigolf,  Kherson,  the 
Taurida,  fikaterinoslav,  and  the  Don  oouutry.  Fortunately  the  harvest  was  one  of 
extraordinary  abundance  in  the  northern  Caucasus,  and  from  this  part  of  the 
country  the  famishing  provinces  drew  large  supplies  of  grain  during  the  course  of 
the  winter. 
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(jnitecl  States  of  America.  Tlielbrijrlit  example  set  by  him  was 
followetl  by  other  large  landed  proprietors  and  charitably  disposed 
individuals  of  both  sexes  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  It  may 
be  truly  said  that  Count  Tolstoi's  efforts  of  benevolence  on 
behalf  of  the  famisliing  peasants  have  earned  him  a debt  of 
gratitude  which  will  not  be  forgotten  by  Russians  of  all  classes 
for  many  years  to  come,  and  henceforward  his  name  will  always 
be  associated  in  Russia  with  that  of  Howard,  the  great 
philanthropist,  who  did  so  much  to  improve  the  condition  of 
suffering  mankind  especially  in  this  country.  Among  the  chief 
measures  taken  by  the  Imperial  authorities  for  preventing  a Measures  for 
scarcity  of  bread-stuffs  and  a consequent  enhancement  of  their  preventing 
price,  and  for  retaining  a sufficient  stock  of  grain-food  in  the 

^ ^ rise  oi  price 

country,  may  be  mentioned  the  prohibition  of  exportation  or  rye  of  grain, 
in  grain  and  flour  and  bran  of  all  kinds;  this  measure  v/as 
subsequently  followed  by  others  of  the  same  nature  in  regard  to 
all  other  cereals  and  their  products,  and  also  to  potatoes.  Prices 
of  grain  were  in  this  manner  effectually  kept  down,  and  in  order 
that  grain  food  should  be  forwarded  to  the  famine-visited  portions 
of  the  Empire  at  as  little  cost  as  possible,  railway  rates  for  its 
carriage  were  reduced  by  oiie-halF.  Moreover,  in  order  to 
enable  able-bodied  men  to  leave  their  starving  homes  for  other 
parts  of  the  country,  where  they  could  obtain  work,  the  third 
class  railway  fares  were  reduced  by  75  per  cent.  At  the  same 
time  the  Government  and  zemstvos  started  public  relief  works, 
such  as  felling  timber,  constructing  and  repairing  roads,  works  of 
irrigation,  &c.,  in  various  parts  of  the  Empire.  This  latter 
measure,  however,  was  only  partially  successful,  seeing  that  road 
making  and  works  of  irrigation  could  not  be  carried  out  in 
winter,  so  that  almost  the  only  work  that  could  be  supplied  by  the 
Government  consisted  of  timber  felling,  which  labour  was 
necessarily  of  a limited  character. 

By  January  1 last  the  Government  had  expended  70,000,000  r. 
or  7,000,000/.^  in  the  purchase  of  flour  and  seed  corn  for  the 
population  in  the  famine  districts,  and  a further  sum  of  about 
150,000^.  on  relief  works.  In  addition  to  these  sums  the  whole 
of  the  special  sustenance  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
which  consisted  of  750,000/.,  was  spent  on  the  work  of  relief. 

The  amount  contributed  by  private  individuals,  Russian  and 
others,'  for  the  sustenance,  &c.,  of  the  same  population  cannot  be 
estimated  with  precision ; it  can  only  be  generally  said  to  have 
been  considerable.  It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  the  Russian 
Red  Cross  Society  has  played  a very  prominent  part  in  the 
philanthropic  work  which  it  was  almost  the  first  to  initiate. 

It  may  be  further  stated  in  reference  to  this  matter  that  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  the  central  relief  committee  with 
additional  means  for  carrying  out  its  benevolent  objects  two 
lotteries  with  tempting  money  prizes  were  started  by  the 
Government,  and  which  were  estimated  to  yield  the  committee  a 
net  profit  of  960,000/. 

* By  May  1,  1892,  this  expenditure  amounted  to  130,000,000  r.  (13,000, 000/.)  • 
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The  failure  of  the  grain  and  hay  crops  in  so  many  provinces 
entailed  serious  losses  among  the  cattle  and  horses  belonging  to 
the  peasantry.  In  one  province  alone,  that  of  Saratoff,  which 
Avas  only  partially  famine  stricken,  about  one-quarter  of  the 
population  of  three  districts  (the  Atkar,  Balashoff,  and  Khvalynsk) 
of  the  above  province  lost  their  cattle.  The  quantity  of  horned 
cattle  and  horses  in  these  three  districts  was  reduced,  between 
the  months  of  May  and  December  last,  from  2,000,000  heads  to 
825,000  head.  In  some  of  the  districts  of  the  province  of  Kazan 
the  mortality  among  cattle  and  horses  was  likewise  as  great  as 
that  above  cited,  and  the  latter  animals  Avere  in  some  districts 
purchased  at  the  value  of  their  h'des,  slaughtered,  and  salted  down 
as  food  by  the  Tartar  population.*  The  central  committee  has 
Come  to  the  relief  of  the  province  of  Saratoff  in  the  matter  of 
horses  by  the  purchase  of  5,000  of  these  animals.  In  other 
provinces  similar  assistance  has  also  been  afforded  by  the  committee. 
zemstv<^s,  and  others. 

The  famine  that  occurred  in  Russia  last  year  was  only  re- 
markable for  the  magnitude  of  the  area  of  the  country  over  AAdiich 
it  was  spread.  Famines  unfortunately  are  no  strangers  to  Russia, 
as  Avill  be  seen  from  the  following  brief  account  of  the  periodicity 
of  their  unwelcome  visits. 

The  first  considerable  famine  in  Russia  in  the  present  century 
occurred  in  1833,  and  it  is  said  to  have  cost  the  Government  and 
people  100,000,000  r.  (10,000,000/.),  many  thousands  of  the 
])opulation  becoming  hopelessly  inAadved  in  debt  and  numerous 
landed  proprietors  being  ruined.  A disease  broke  out  in  the 
southern  parts  of  the  country  closely  resembling  scurvy,  produced 
by  the  consumption  of  acorns,  chaff,  and  the  insufficiency  of  sour 
cabbage  and  kvass,  which  are  anti-scorbutics  and  constitute  regular 
articles  of  diet  of  the  Russian  population. 

-Beggars  and  vagrants  spread  over  the  country,  and  theft  of 
grain  attained  serious  proportions.  In  the  provinces  of  the 
Taurida,  EkaterinoshiAq  and  in  some  of  the  districts  of  the 
Province  of  Saratoff,  as  also  in  tlie  country  of  the  Don  Cossacks 
from  two-thirds  to  nine-tentlis  of  the  cattle  died  from  Avant  of 
fodder.  Thousands  of  nmrkmen  were  discharged  from  manu- 
factories, &c.,  owing  to  a restriction  of  the  demand  for  their 
productions.  The  area  of  the  winter  crops  Avas  reduced  to  one- 
third  of  its  previous  proportions,  oAviiig  to  a scarcity  of  seed, 
which  the  Government  only  supplied  in  the  course  of  the  follow- 
ing spring. 

This  famine  Avas  succeeded  after  an  interval  of  only  seven 
years  by  a calamity  of  a similar  nature  whicli  disastrously  affected 
as  large  an  extent  of  countiy.  dlie  famine  of  1843  spread  over 
12  provinces,  and  the  greater  sufferers  were  the  provinces  of 

* Tlie  mort'jlity  among  lioiscs  in  the  22  provinces  visited  by  a total  or  partial 
failure  of  the  crops  ranged  from  30  to  75  per  cent.,  averaging  about  45  per  cent. 
So  great  Avas  the  mortality  in  some  villages  in  the  ] roviiice^  of  Kazan,  Sim- 
birsk, and  Saratoff,  that  out  of  some  hundreds  only  from  tAvo  to  three  horses 
remained  alive  in  each  village. 
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TambofT,  Riazan,  Tula,  and  Kaluga.  Its  origin  was  again 
attributable  to  a drought  of  long  duration.  In  the  previous  year 
the  crops  had  been  bad  ones  in  the  same  localities,  so  that  assist- 
ance was  required  on  a larger  scale.  The  Government  was  more 
active  on  this  occasion  in  atFordiug  relief  in  the  shape  of  food  and 
seed.  The  four  provinces  that  had  suffered  most,  and  the 
population  of  which  amounted  to  more  than  2,000,000,  received  a 
sum  in  all,  in  gift  and  on  loan,  of  17,000,000  r.  (1,700,000/.). 

The  other  provinces — those  of  Orel,  Smolensk,  Moscow,  Poltava, 

Pepza,  Vladimir,  Kursk,  and  Kharkoff,  received  in  the  shape  of 
loans  about  2,178,651/.  The  price  of  grain  rose  enormously — 
from  6 r.  50  c.  per  sack  to  35  r.  37*55  c.,  50  r.  for  such  sack  or 
tchetvert. 

A serious  famine  visited  the  provinces  of  Vitebsk,  Moghilev, 

Minsk,  Pskov,  Vilna,  Kovno,  Smolensk,  and  Petersburg  in  the 
years  1844  and  1846.  The  measures  taken  for  relief  were  the 
same  as  those  adopted  in  previous  famines,  and  the  cost  of  it  to 
the  Government  was  1,000,000/. 

During  the  last  30  years  more  or  less  considerable  famines 
took  place,  namely,  in  1867-68  and  in  1872-73.  On  the  former 
occasion  a failure  of  the  crops  took  place  In  the  southern  Ste()pe 
provinces,  and  in  the  latter  on  the  lower  Volga  and  Trans-Volga 
provinces. 

The  zemstvos  during  both  these  periods  were  charged  with  the 
sustenance  of  the  distressed  districts,  the  Government  limiting  its 
activity  to  making  advances  out  of  the  general  sustenance  fund  of 
the  Empire.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  zemstvos,  or 
territorial  bodies,  these  have  in  time  of  want  aided  the  peasantry 
to  the  extent  of  1,145,021/. 

A more  serious  famine  than  the  last  two  took  place  in  1890, 
in  some  of  the  Trans-Volga  provinces,  when  the  Government 
advanced  101,962/.  to  the  peasantry  out  of  the  general  sustenance 
fund,  and  expended  large  sums  in  works  of  irrigation  and  on  the 
construction  of  the  Baskuchinsk  Railway. 

The  comparatively  frequent  occurrence  of  famines  in  Russia 
is  now  engaging  the  serious  attention  of  the  Government.  The 
cjuestion  of  these  famines  has  been  discussed  at  length  in  the  press 
of  this  country,  and  the  general  conclusion  arrived  at  is  that  they 
are  not  so  much  due  to  droughts  and  other  humanly  uncontrollable 
phenomena,  as  to  the  general  backward  state  of  agriculture  in 
Russia,  the  unmerciful  deforestisation  of  the  country,  and  last,  not 
least,  the  ignorant  condition  of  the  peasant  class. 

In  the  year  1891  there  were  in  all  38  elevators  at  work  and  Grain 
two  in  course  of  censtruction  in  Russia,  distributed  as  follows: — elevators. 

N umber. 

On  the  South- Wes-tern  Eailway. . ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

„ Kharkof  ISTicolaieff  Eaihvay  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

„ Vladikavkaz  Railway  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

„ Riazan-KozlofF  Railway. . ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

At  Libau,  in  course  of  construction  . . . . . . . . 1 

On  the  Baltic  Railway,  in  course  of  construction  . . . . 1 

At  the  new  port  of  St.  Petersburg  . . . . . . . . 2 floating. 
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In  addition  to  these  it  was  'proposed  to  erect  22  more  at  the 
following  points: — Eyblnsk,  Nijni-Novgorod,  Kazan,  Simbirsk, 
Samara,  Saratoff,  Penza,  Syzran,  Morshank,  Kursk,  Kirsanoff, 
Borisoglebsk,  Sergievo  II.,  Orel,  Verkhovie,  Kharkoff,  Sumy, 
Lozovaya,  Byk,  Kamenskaya,  and  Tokarevka.  A sum  of  about 
2,000,000/.  sterling  was  assigned  by  the  committee  of  the  relief 
works  for  the  construction  of  these  elevators. 

The  reputation  in  European  markets  of  Russian  grain, 
especially  of  wheat,  having  suffered  considerably  of  late  years  in 
consequence  of  the  adulterated  and  otherwise  unsatisfactory  state 
in  which  it  is  shipped  at  Russian  ports,  the  whole  question  has 
been  studied  by  the  Ministry  of  Finances,  with  the  result  that  it 
has  been  decided  in  principle  to  establish  a regular  classification 
of  grain  with  fixed  standards  of  quality.  At  the  same  time  the 
grain  shipped  is  to  be  subject  to  Government  inspection. 

The  whole  question  still  remains  within  the  domain  of  projects. 
Desirous  though  this  classification  and  inspection  of  shipments  of 
grain  may  be  in  principle,  it  is  generally  felt  by  those  employed 
in  the  trade  that  if  these  processes  be  made  compulsory  more 
harm  than  good  will  ensue  ; so  far  as  inspection  is  concerned  the 
proceeding  will  partake  of  the  nature  of  a brack.  On  the  other 
hand,  should  both  the  classification  and  inspection  be  optional 
matters  will  remain  as  they  were.  In  view  of  this  the  solution 
of  the  question  of  placing  the  grain  trade  of  Russia  on  an  honest 
foundation  is  attended  with  no  small  obstacles  and  difficulties. 


Annex  A. — Statement  showing  the  Value  of  the  Exports  and  Imports  of  European  Eussia  in  1891  as 

compared  with  1890. 
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Annex  B. — Statement  of  Cereals  Exported  from  the  whole  of 
European  Russin,  including  the  Black  Sea  and  Caucasian 
Region,  and  to  Finland  during  tlie  Year  1891,  as  compared 
with  1888-89-90. 


Articles. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

Cwts. 

Cayts. 

C^yts. 

Cwts. 

Wheat  . . 

68,881,178 

61,196,143 

58,470,750 

56,602.607 

Rye  

34,479,642 

27,092,571 

24,720,107 

21,858,750 

Barley  . . 

2^719,428 

21,139,107 

19,500,750 

14,777,357 

Oats 

28,308,858 

2,254,564 

16,676,035 

14,773,500 

Iluckwheat 

662,143 

487,285 

43.5,000 

445,179 

Millet  .. 

226,928 

90,000 

152,035 

262,235 

Maize  . . 

7,106,464 

8,681,500 

6,624,960 

9,067,178 

Peas 

2,080,607 

1,457,357 

1,215,964 

2,118,429 

Beans  and  lentils 

383,785 

295,071 

377,035 

601,071 

Millet  groats  . . 

40,178 

27,321 

26,035 

23,607 

Buckwheat  and  other 

groats 

756,678 

473,786 

541,928 

371,893 

Bice 

28,928 

5,464 

2,250 

8,357 

Flour,  wheat  . . 

1,215,000 

1,099,285 

913,178 

989,035 

„ rye 

1,489,821 

1,115,257 

840,535 

709,393 

„ all  other,  ex- 

cepting potato  flour 

71,678 

41,464 

42,428 

21,536 

Bran  of  all  kinds 

4,212,000 

3,925,928 

3,407,464 

2,520,000 

Other  grain  products  . . 

•• 

13,500 

20,571 

27,000 

Total 

175,663,316 

129,395,203 

133,967,025 

125,212,177 

6T.  PETERSBURG, 
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Annex  C. — Statement  of  Principal  Goods  (other  than  Cereals) 
Exported  from  European  Russia,  including  all  Black  Sea 
Ports  and  Caucasian  Region  and  Exportation  to  Finland, 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Timber  

£ 

4,365,800 

£ 

5,370,400 

Deals  

28,813,000 

3,255,400 

Seeds — 

Linseed  

Tons 

268,032 

2,180,400 

391,290 

3,040,200 

Henipseed 

18,000 

125,100 

14,677 

94,000 

Grass  seeds 

21,839 

222,000 

9,242 

116,000 

Other  seeds 

102,257 

841,000 

124,774 

1,180,800 

Oilcake  

324,885 

748.900 

127,387 

601,100 

llax 

182,774 

4,856,100 

195,629 

5,721,800 

„ tow  and  codilla 

22,209 

401,200 

18,967 

378,000 

Hemp  

55,307 

1,654,200 

63,355 

1,631,400 

Cordage  

4,967 

177,500 

4,177 

8,064 

162,500. 

Hides  

» } 

13,709 

857,000 

618,000 

Furs  and  skins 

9} 

7,171 

592,100 

5,951 

491,100 

Bones  and  bone  meal 

35,129 

169,300 

37,629 

203,800 

Bristles,  raw 

2,613 

782,000 

2,516 

909,400 

Tallow  

3,274 

91,400 

3,744' 

106,900 

Wool  of  all  kinds  ... 

)} 

33,274 

1,561,200 

2,966 

1,575,500 

Camels’ hair 

3,855 

114,900 

1,177 

57,900 

Naphtha  and  products  of  .. 

>9 

860,436 

3,016,500 

762,744 

2,730,100 

Mineral  oils 

721,048 

2,382,400 

635,822 

2,120,500 

Lubricating  oils  ... 

81,611 

513,500 

73,661 

490,400 

Naphtha  residuum 

99 

49,354 

101,700 

46,434 

98,400 

Turpentine 

4,968 

95,000 

4,758 

81,200 

Poultry  

Number 

4,425,000 

390,700 

3,822,000 

359,300 

Game  

1,702,000 

73,300 

1,944,000 

92,600 

Eggs 

Millions 

833 

1,266,200 

755 

1,235,800 

Beef  and  pork 

Tons 

5,419 

159,900 

10,322 

335,100 

Butter  

6,968 

428,200 

5,064 

329,200 

Margarine 

726 

32,700 

1,112 

52,000 

Sugar,  raw 

99 

91,193 

2,280,400 

24,725 

620,000 

,,  refined  lump 

Gallons 

■ 2,000 

65,200 

2,209 

63,400 

Spirits  

13,097,500 

533,700 

13,839,000 

32.000,000 

574,200 

Cigarettes  ... 

Number 

39,814,000 

36,900 

29,700 

\ 
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Annex  D, — Statement  of  Principal  Goods  Imported  from  all 
Countries  into  the  whole  of  European  Russia,  including 
Finland,  and  at  all  Black  Sea  Ports  during  the  Years 
1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tea 

Tons 

14,032 

£ 

1,788,900 

14,726 

£ 

1,880,900 

Herrings  

73,806 

677,000 

90,274 

786,800 

Cotton,  raw 

117,355 

7,072,700 

130,693 

7,986,800 

,,  yarn  

Wine 

2,564 

520,100 

3,822 

901,900 

Barrels 

8,226 

525,600 

8,322 

508,200 

,,  in  bottles  

Number 

794,000 

202,300 

691,000 

219,700 

Coffee  

Tons 

5,709 

543,500 

6,370 

560,700 

Oranges  and  lemons  

5? 

21,339 

271,700 

22,048 

275,600 

Tobacco,  all  kinds 

M 

827 

211,500 

1,140 

370,100 

Wool,  raw 

3,370 

403,800 

3,161 

395,800 

Jute 

9,742 

177,300 

7,452 

124,700 

Dyewoods 

1 > 

37,161 

222,700 

34,274 

229,500 

Indigo  

1) 

672 

488,600 

892 

656,400 

Coal  and  coke  

1? 

1,713,468 

1,206,900 

1,718,403 

1,251,200 

Cast  Iron,  raw  

?} 

75,419 

314,000 

124,403 

504,300 

,,  worked  

?> 

2,548 

81,900 

3,485 

87,900 

Iron,  assorted  and  in  plates 

i> 

60,226 

742,000 

94,096 

1,106,200 

Iron  and  steel,  worked  and 
wrought,  all  kinds  

7? 

8,548 

366,400 

10,919 

399,500 

Steel,  raw  and  assorted,  all 
kinds  

7) 

7,806 

191,800 

12  371 

250,600 

Steel  rails 

2,871 

50,300 

1,662 

32,700 

,,  plates 

3,645 

91,700 

2,484 

53,800 

Tin,  in  bars  and  rods  

71 

2,194 

141,300 

2,580 

163,800 

Lead,  in  bars  and  sheets 

20,000 

317,000 

22,629 

339,000 

Chemical  products  and  materials 

j j 

70,032 

1,169,900 

85,016 

1,249,600 

Scythes,  sickles,  shears,  &c. 

5 J 

3,355 

184,420 

3,790 

220,600 

Tools 

>5 

3,290 

184,200 

3,774 

220,600 

Agricultural  machinery  and 
implements  

J) 

6,919 

207,900 

7,451 

246,360 

Machinery  of  all  kinds,  steam 
engines,  <fec 

?) 

35,692 

1,950,700 

32,548 

1,891,500 

Flax  and  hemp  goods  

. 1,026 

131,700 

1,484 

149,300 

Woollen  goods  

953 

423,200 

1,026 

428,700 

Cotton  goods  

57 

1,000 

263,400 

950 

260,900 

Silk  goods 

77 

47 

124,800 

55 

153,200 
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Annex  E. — Statement  showing  Principal  Goods  Exported  from 
St.  Petersburg  and  Cronstadt  to  all  Countries  during  the 
Years  1891-1890. 


Articles. 

• 

1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat  

Cwts. 

1,975,179 

£ 

2,106,322 

£ 

Rye 

n 

881,357 

2,213,357 

... 

Grits 

,, 

432,215 

286,714 

Oats 

,, 

4,968,965 

4,715,036 

Butter  

)> 

20,250 

33,750 

... 

Corn  brandy  and  spirits 

Gallons  ... 

6,454,500 

Timber  

1,405,875 

804,258 

Linseed  

Cwts. 

l,7l’4’500 

1,1o6‘,571 

Oilcake  

Tons 

22,064 

... 

36,419 

Flax 

,, 

13,293 

15,952 

,,  tow  and  codilla  

Hemp  

,, 

7,156 

9,549 

,,  ... 

1,145 

839 

Bones  and  bone  meal  

M 

14,161 

15,355 

Bristles  

581 

... 

564 

Tallow  

n 

774 

596 

Wool  (including  camel  and  cow 
hair) 

••• 

2,597 

6,194 

Sheet  iron 

1,048 

... 

484 

,,, 

Mineral  oil  ...  

,, 

10,919 

... 

12,919 

Lubricating  oil  and  naphtha 
residuum 

9,855 

9,274 

Cordage  

710 

... 

952 

... 

Linen  

55  ••• 

297 

1 ■” 

245 

Annex  F. — Statement  showing  ihe  Principal  Goods’ Imported 
at  St.  Petersburg  and  Cronstadt  during  the  Years  1890-91, 


Articles. 

Quantity, 

1890. 

1891. 

Oranges  an  d lemons  . . 

Tons  . . 

• • 

1,661 

1,435 

Coffee  . . 

• • 

t s 

2,242 

2,113 

Tea 

))  • • 

. . 

613 

631 

Wine  ..  ..  .. 

Barrels 

2,532 

' 2,532 

„ in  bottles 

Number 

217,000 

204,000 

Herrings 

Tons  .. 

10,209 

8,290 

Coals  and  coke  . , 

5)  • ♦ 

964,758 

977,339 

Chemical  products  (soda,  potash 
acids,  &c.) 

• • 

• « 

12,242 

10,129 

Olive,  palm,  and  other  oils  . . 

>9  • • 

9 * 

5,032 

4,274 

Dyewoods  and  substances 

9}  • • 

% • 

9,629 

9,984 

Cast-iron,  raw  . . 

99  • • 

42,111 

45,387 

Wrought-iron,  in  bars,  sheets, 

&c.  . . ...  . . . . 

99  • • 

13,048 

6,419 

Steel,  assorted  and  other 

99  • • 

2,612 

1,856 

Tin  

99  ♦ • 

1,000 

710 

Lead 

99  * * 

13,645 

10,774 

Iron  and  steel  articles,  worked, 
polished,  &c.,  weighing  more 
than  5 lbs.  . . 

903 

694 

Tools,  hand,  all  kinds  . . 

387 

387 

Locomobiles,  machinery,  fire 
engines,  &c.  . . 

99  • • 

7,032 

8,919 

Cotton,  raw 

99  • • 

24,113 

15,355 

Jute  „ 

, 3,597 

5,111 

Wool  „ 

99  * • 

•* 

511 

726 

1 
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Annex  G. — Statement  of  Principal  Goods  Exported  from  St.  Petersburg  direct  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1891 

as  compared  with  1886-90. 
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Annex  H. — Statement  showing  the  Kelative  Tonnage  of  British  Shipping  to  the  General  Tonnage  of  the  Port  of 
Cronstadt,  St.  Petersburg,  in  1891,  as  compared  with  1881-85,  and  1886-90. 


ST.  PETERSBURG, 


36 


RUSSIA. 


Cronstadt. 

Mr.  Yice-Consul  Fishwick  reports  as  follows  : — 

Referring  to  my  return  of  British  shipping  of  last  year  it  will 
be  found  that  the  number  of  British  vessels  has  decreased  by  31 
vessels,  or  8,814  tons  registered,  showing  that  the  British 
shipping  trade  with  the  ports  of  Cronstadt  and  St.  Petersburg 
continues  to  decrease  from  year  to  year  owing,  evidently,  to  a 
smaller  demand  for  grain  and  to  the  unfavourable  rates  of 
exchange.  Moreover,  the  competition  of  foreign  vessels, 
particularly  of  steamers,  the  number  of  which  has  greatly 
increased  of  late,  are  the  principal  cause  of  the  rates  of  freights 
keeping  at  a low  figure  ; they  are  also  exercising  a certain  influence 
on  the  diminution  of  British  tonnage  at  these  ports. 

I beg  to  subjoin  a return  of  both  British  and  foreign  shipping 
at  the  ports  of  St.  Petersburg  and  Cronstadt  during  the  season  of 
1891,  from  the  opening  of  the  navigation,  April  22,  to  November  17, 
or  198  days.  . ..  \1/1 

Amoved  a'i^d  Entered. 


Kationality. 

1 Steam. 

Sailing. 

Number  of 
V essels. 

N 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels, 

Tons. 

British  .. 

556 

532,987 

7 

1,402 

German.. 

173 

98,106 

39 

9,958 

Swedish..  ..  ., 

168 

48,789 

15 

4,842 

Norwegian 

55 

30,797 

91 

37,965 

Danish  ,.  ,,  •• 

105 

106,393 

107 

15,441 

Russian . • 

44 

33,141 

63 

14,253 

Dutch  ,« 

17 

10,962 

15 

5,645 

French  . . 

3 

1,804 

3 

664 

Spanish. , 

1 

1,509 

. . 

. . 

Italian  . . 

, , 

. , 

3 

1,512 

Austrian 

•• 

i 

3,992 

Total 

1,122 

864,488 

350 

95,674 

Of  which  1,266  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  arrived  with 
cargo,  and  206  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  arrived  empty  or  in 
ballast,  making  a total  of  1,472,  showing  an  increase  against  1890 
of  17  vessels  of  19,381  registered  tons. 

Of  the  above  total  of  arrivals  during  the  season — 


Proceeded  direct  through  the  Sea  Canal  to  the  city 
of  St.  Petersburg 

Stopped  at  Cronstadt,  some  of  which,  after  dis- 
charging, left  for  St.  Petersburg  . , • • • . 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

646 

466 

^ 

228 

132 

Total  . * . . . . . . • • • . 

y 

1,472 
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Of  the  outward-bound  vessels  from  this  port  and  St.  Peters- 
burg part  loaded  cargoes  and  part  left  empty  or  in  ballast  for  the 
following  countries: — 


Great  Britain  . . .. 

Germany  , , . . , . . . 

Sweden  . . . . . . . . . 

Norway.. 

Denmark 

Holland  .,  ..  ,,  .. 

Belgium  . . . . . . - 

France  . . 

Portugal  . . . . . . 

Russian  Baltic  ports  . . 

Black  Sea,  White  Sea,  and  Pacific  . . 
Wintered  here . . . . . . 


Number  of  Vessels. 
..  489 

214 
211 
16 
124 

117  ' 

32 
57 
1 

171 

23 

17 


Total 


1,472 


The  total  quantity  of  grain  exported  this  season  was 
11,016,385  cwts.  Deals  and  wood  1,093,537  standard  dozen, 
showing  a decrease  of  1,063,173  cwts.  of  grain  and  27,874 
standard  dozen  of  deals,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 
Against  the  season  of  1890  the  quantity  of  coals,  coke,  patent 
fuel, and  pig  iron  imported  this  season  stands  as  follows,  say  all  from 
Great  Britain : — 


Tons. 

918,535 
45,814 
13,335 
43,259 

Total 1,020,943 

An  increase  of  18,67V  tons  against  the  year  1890. 

Since  my  last  report  no  change  or  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  the  arrangement  of  the  harbour  at  Cronstadt ; all 
remains  much  in  the  same  state  as  heretofore,  and  the  incon- 
venience of  the  port  yearly  increases  to  the  shipping  trade. 

In  conclusion  I would  add  that  the  autumn  season  was  cold 
and  winter  came  upon  us  rather  suddenly,  thus  the  season  was 
shqrter  than  last  year  by  29  days. 


Coals  . . 
Coke  . . 
Patent  fuel 
Pig-iron 


Archangel. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Henry  Cooke  reports  as  follows : — 

Though  the  wood  export  considerably  increased  during  the  General 
past  year,  and  the  shipping  season  was  somewhat  brisker  in  trade, 
consequence,  yet  the  causes  of  this,  explained  below,  being,  as  it 
were,  artificial  and  perhaps  temporary,  there  is  no  disposition  at 
present  to  imagine  the  return  to  this  port  of  any  general  or 
settled  prosperity,  the  more  so  as  the  inhabitants  still  regretfully 
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compare  it,  not  with  recent  seasons,  but  rather  with  those  years 
gone  by,  when,  as  the  lately  issued  report  of  the  local  merchants’ 
committee  states,  “ Nothing  better  could  possibly  have  been 
desired.’* 

No  further  steps  were  here  taken,  as  all  preceding  movements 
to  that  end  have  invariably  failed,  with  regard  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  existing  inland  communications,  or  to  the  creation  of 
new  ones,  and  only  by  either  of  these  means,  and  more  particularly 
the  latter,  could  the  rapid  decline  of  the  last  20  years  be  arrested. 

From  its  isolation  from  the  chief  commercial  centres. 
Archangel  forms  a single  and  most  convenient  outlet  for  an 
immense  district  more  extended  by  far  than  that  which  now  feeds 
the  port,  but  a district  almost  totally  unconnected ; and  even 
under  the  existing  narrower  conditions,  and  this  was  particularly 
the  case  last  year,  during  the  very  brief  navigation  season  large 
quantities  of  goods  are,  year  by  year,  detained  in  the  tributaries 
of  the  Dwina,  owing  to  the  constantly  increasing  shallowness  of 
the  various  inland  waterways. 

Some  hopes  were  raised  by  the  measures  taken  in  April,  1891, 
by  State  Councillors  Auerbach  and  Rjevski  and  Mr.  Clark,  of 
St.  Petersburg,  with  a view  to  the  construction  of  the  Wychegda- 
Sosva  railway,  but,  according  to  the  ‘‘Kazan  Listok,”  and 
contrary  to  the  more  favourable  expectations  here  awakened,  as 
briefly  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  the  reply  of  the  Minister  of 
Ways  was  of  a character  to  preclude  for  the  present  any  further 
advance  in  this  question.  This  projected  line,  to  extend  some 
400  miles,  would  be  undoubtedly  of  great  value  to  this  district, 
uniting,  as  it  would,  the  Obi  and  Dwina  basins,  the  Wychegda 
flowing  into  the  Dwina,  the  Sosva  into  the  Tavda,  and  the  latter 
into  the  Tobol,  a tributary  of  the  Obi,  and  thus  a way  would  be 
opened  for  the  export  abroad,  through  Archangel,  of  the  large 
superfluity  of  Yfestern  Siberian  grain  remaining  over  and  above 
the  demand  for  the  same  in  European  Kussia,  and  finding  no 
suitable  market ; this  surplus  stock,  at  the  commencement  ot  the 
present  year’s  navigation,  amounting,  according  to  the  Kazan 
newspaper  above  alluded  to,  to  40,000,000  pouds.  But  not  only 
in  the  grain  export  would  advantage  accrue  to  Archangel  from 
this  line,  as  it  would  in  addition  open  out  those  vast  Crown 
forests  only  awaiting  convenient  communications  for  exploitation, 
and,  in  general,  lay  open  to  commerce  and  civilisation  a widely 
extended  territory. 

For  the  present,  however,  this  and  the  Viatka-Dwina  line,  a 
more  pressing  necessity  to  the  people  of  this  Government,  are  but 
projects  of  an  indefinite  future,  but  till  either  is  carried  into 
execution  little  hope  remains  of  all  this  northern  country 
recovering  from  the  depressed  and  necessitous  condition  in  which 
it  now  lies. 

Taking  the  last  season  as  it  was,  and  comparing  it  with  recent 
years  only,  it  was  not,  nevertheless,  unfiivourable. 

The  general  shipping  rose  in  numbers  to  334,  with  an 
aggregate  tonnage  of  165,974  tons,  showing  an  increase  of  96 
vessels  and  60,580  tons  compared  with  1890. 
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British  shipping,  always  most  in  request,  naturally  rose  in  British 
proportion,  the  number  of  vessels  being  128,  with  a tonnage  of  shipping. 
95,644  tons,  or  an  inerease  in  ships  and  tonnage  of  54  vessels  and 
46,809  tons  respectively  in  comparison  with  1890.  The  relative 
tonnage  of  British  vessels  to  that  of  all  nationalities  combined  was 
57  per  cent.,  or  11  per  cent,  above  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Of  the  128  vessels  above  mentioned  121  v/ere  steamships,  and  British 
here  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  quote  the  Consular  Beport  s^^eamers. 
of  1865,  when  three  steamers  first  visited  Archangel,  in  which  it 
is  stated  : — These  pioneers  of  steam  communication  did  not  find 
the  enterprise  remunerative,  and  it  may,  therefore,  only  be 
repeated  at  irregular  intervals.”  The  reason  given  then,  the  small  Import 
import  trade,  still  exists,  and  practically  there  is  now  no  import  at 
all  in  British  vessels,  about  two- thirds  of  the  steamers  arriving  vessels, 
here  direct  from  England  in  ballast,  the  rest  after  having  dis- 
charged coal  at  Norwegian  ports  on  their  way. 

Freights  were  very  good,  far  better  than  at  present ; but,  on  Freights, 
the  other  hand,  steamers  now  load  a foot  deeper  than  last  year, 
and  so  save  lighterage  expenses  to  the  bar. 

The  import  was  altogether  insignificant,  consisting  mainly  of  General 
fish  from  Norway  and  from  the  Lapland  Coast,  coal,  maize, 
kitchen  salt,  and,  in  less  quantities,  coke,  cement,  greystone, 
wines,  fruits,  &c.,  the  total  result  for  the  year,  as  detailed  in 
Table  A,  being  a diminution  of  194,776  r.  compared  with  1890. 

The  export  list,  classified  in  Table  B,  is  of  a much  less  gloomy  General 
character,  the  total  value  being  5,982,469  r.,  an  increase 
1,189,234  r.  over  that  of  the  preceding  year  for  goods  exported 
abroad,  while  of  goods  sent  from  the  port  to  the  outlying  districts 
in  the  interior  there  was  an  increase  of  137,146  r.,  the  demand 
for  interior  consumption  being  preferably  for  grain  and  fish  pro- 
ducts in  expectatiomof  bad  harvests. 

As  previously,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  goods  were  Export  to  ^ 
shipped  to  British  ports,  more  especially  wood,  oats,  tar,  linseed,  Britain, 
tow  and  codilla,  and  mats. 

The  shipment  of  timber,  which  in  the  foregoing  season  The  timber 
dwindled  down  to  inconsiderable  numbers,  rose  again  last  year  to  trade, 
a much  more  encouraging  condition,  662,723  standard  dozens 
being  shipped,  exceeding  by  296,213  the  total  of  1890.  In  the 
winter  of  1889-90,  hoping  to  prove  thereby  the  impossibility  of 
purchasing  at  the  high  prices  required,  mill- owners  bought  little 
or  nothing  from  the  Crown  forests,  this  accounting  for  the 
falling-off  in  1890,  but  in  the  succeeding  winter,  although  no 
reductions  in  prices  were  obtained,  certain  privileges  were 
granted,  enabling  them  to  purchase  in  large  quantities  for  export 
last  season,  all  of  which  was  shipped,  including  even  fresh  sawn 
wood,  leaving  little  remaining  for  the  present  navigation.  The  High  forest 
high  prices  referred  to  are  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  prices, 
merchants,  instead  of  coming  to  some  accord  among  themselves, 
in  a spirit  of  competition  outbid  each  other  at  the  forest 
sales,  and  the  minimum  price  for  the  ensuing  year  is  determined 
according  to  the  highest  price  obtained  in  the  preceding.  The  The  saw  mills 
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mills  were  very  busy  during  the  year,  and,  thanks  to  the  low 
course  of  exchange,  a good  quantity  of  wood  was  bought  at  the 
last  Crown  sales.  Some  improvements,  I am  told,  are  needed  in 
the  mills,  which  in  several  ways  are  years  behind  those  of  Sweden 
and  Norway. 

As  anticipated  in  my  last  report,  owing  to  the  very  excellent 
harvests  of  1890  in  Viatka  and  Vologda,  and  to  the  purchasing 
here  from  those  Governments  of  oats  usually  transported  by  rail 
to  France,  there  was  a marked  increase  in  the  export  of  this 
article,  596,642  bushels  being  shipped  in  excess  of  1890.  The 
good  harvests  alluded  to  even  enabled  some  70,000  bushels  of 
rye  to  leave  the  port,  though,  as  a rule,  this  cereal  finds  no  place 
in  the  export  list.  The  crops  last  year  throughout  the  Archangel 
Government  in  general  meagreness  did  not  belie  expectations. 
Only  in  the  Shenkursk  district  were  they  satisfactory.  The  cold 
and  rainy  June,  followed  by  the  frosts  of  July  and  August, 
rendered  the  yields  in  most  parts  scant  and  thin,  the  grain 
seldom  ripening,  ?vhile  in  the  Mezen,  Petchora,  and  parts  of 
Onega  districts  the  August  frosts  wrought  general  devastation 
not  alone  in  grain  but  also  in  mushrooms,  berries,  potatoes,  and 
other  such  vegetables  playing  an  important  part  in  the  peasants’ 
food. 

The  linseed  crop  of  1890  having  produced  a good  yield  the 
export  last  season  rose  accordingly,  238,421  bushels  being 
shipped,  and  24,955  cwts.  of  cakes,  or  about  20,000  cwts.  beyond 
the  previous  year.  The  crop  last  year  was  a poor  one,  and  a 
large  amount  of  cakes  having  been  bought  for  the  interior,  where 
prevailing  prices  are  higher  than  abroad,  the  export  for  the 
present  season  will  be  more  limited. 

The  flax  shipped  showed  a slight  improvement.  The  year’s 
yields  were  fairly  good  in  Viatka  and  Vologda,  and,  as  little  was 
exported  thence  by  rail  in  the  early  part  of  this  year,  the  season’s 
shipments  promise  to  be  more  abundant. 

In  tow  and  codilla  there  was  a decrease  of  some  3,000  cwts.  in 
the  amount  exported. 

Tar  and  pitch,  as  expected,  both  declined,  the  former  by  about 
30,000  barrels,  the  latter  by  3,000,  this  being  owing  to  about 
two-thirds  of  the  quantity  purchased  in  the  interior,  being 
detained  in  the  rivers  from  want  of  water.  Prices,  too,  in  the 
foreign  market  showed  a continual  downward  tendency,  so  that 
the  peasants  find  more  profitable  work  in  felling  wood  than  in  the 
production  of  this  article. 

From  exceptionally  stormy  weather  the  spring  and  summer 
fisheries  on  the  Murman  coast  were  complete  failures,  though  fish 
were  abundant.  The  later  captures,  especially  of  cod,  were  par- 
ticularly plentiful,  In  spite  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
roubles  expended  on  whaling  enterprises,  there  is  now  a dead  lull, 
except  on  the  part  of  the  Norwegians,  who  display  an  ever 
extending  activity. 

According  to  the  “Novoe  Vremja”  two  mineral  engineers 
were  sent  in  June,  1891,  by  the  Government  to  investigate  some 
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silver  mines  lately  re-discovered  on  Medvied  Island  in  the 
Kandalaks  Gulf  of  the  White  Sea. 

In  the  Petchora  Basin,  with  the  permission  of  the  authorities 
and  the  exemption  for  12  years  from  the  tax  on  kerosene,  a 
Mr.  Galin,  from  Ekaterinburg,  is  examining  into  some  of  the 
naphtha  sources  whicli  abound  in  this  Government. 

Dredging  in  the  Dwina  was  continued  all  the  year,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  by  the  coming  season  ships  will  be  able  to  load  18  feet, 
instead  of  the  15  feet  now  permitted  them. 

There  were  no  wrecks  of  British  vessels  in  the  White  Sea, 
though  the  steamer  “Regent”  was  lost  in  the  Gulf  of  Mezen,  and 
the  steamship  “ Zeus  ” badly  grounded  in  the  River  Mezen, 
putting  in  at  Archangel  for  repairs.  From  the  dangerous 
character  of  this  river  and  the  rather  primitive  arrangements, 
when  there  are  any,  for  pilots,  beacons,  &c.,  this  has  always  been 
fatal  to  British  steamers  of  late  years.  A recent  Imperial  decree 
has,  however,  ordered  surveys  to  be  made  and  sea-marks  to  be 
placed  near  dangerous  spots.  By  this  same  decree  all  ships 
entering  the  mouth  of  the  river  with  cargo  or  ballast,  equal  to 
less  than  one-third  of  the  ship’s  cargo  capacity,  undergo  a fine  of 
1 r.  25  c.  for  each  ton  of  insufficient  ballast. 

With  reference  to  the  lighthouse  needs  mentioned  in  my  last 
report,  a new  lantern  with  revolving  lights,  fog  signals,  &c.,  has 
lately  arrived  here  from  Paris,  and  is  now  being  fitted  to  the 
Orloff  Lighthouse,  and  the  erection  of  a lighthouse  on  Cape 
Gorodetski  has  been  sanctioned,  and  will  be  proceeded  with  with- 
out delay. 

New  charts  of  the  Kovda  and  Kem  districts  were  issued  last 
autumn. 

The  last  British  vessel  left  the  port  on  October  A 8,  and  navi- 
gation closed  soon  after. 
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Hote. — In  the  above  report  Russian  weights  and  measures  have  been  reduced,  "yveights  and 
under,  into  their  English  equivalents  ; — 


measures. 


1 tchetvert 
1 pond  ., 


6‘46  bushels. 
36-4  lbs. 
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Annex  A.— Table  of  Imports  to  the  Port  of  Archangel  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1891. 

1890. 

Various  goods  from  Vologda  and  neighbour- 
ing Governments,  and  from  the  districts 

Roubles.* 

Roubles.* 

along  the  Dwina  and  its  tributaries 

Fish,  skins,  and  other  goods  brought  in 

3,041,028 

3,209,262 

coasters  from  the  Russian  shore  . . 

-Fish,  skins,  and  other  goods  brought  in 

405,956 

398,066 

coasters  from  the  Norwegian  shore  ,. 

544,636 

464,670 

Foreign  goods  from  abroad  . . 

225,619 

304,017 

Total  .. 

4,217,239 

4,376,015 

* On  account  of  the  difference  in  the  rate  of  exchange  per  11.  sterling  during 
the  two  years  the  amounts  here  are  placed  in  roubles  for  the  sake  of  exact 
comparison. 


Annex  B.— ‘Table  of  Exports  from  the  Port  of  Archangel 
, during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1891. 

1890. 

Timber  ..  ,, 

• • 

• • 

Standard  doz. 

662,723 

366.509 

Oats 

« • 

• « 

Bushels 

4 • 

2,087,991 

1,491,349 

Rye 

t • 

• • 

„ 

• • 

68,703 

. . 

Flax 

• • 

Cwts. . . 

• • 

39,558  - 

34,288 

Tow  and  codilla 

• • 

37,230 

40,263 

Tar 

• « 

Barrels 

84,219 

113,446 

Pitch 

• • 

15,595 

18,650 

Linseed..  .. 

• • 

Bushels 

238,421 

224,160 

„ cakes  . . 

• • 

Cwts. . . 

24,955 

5,547 

Mats  , , 

• • 

Pieces 

137,860 

129,050 

Skins 

M 

28,780 

6,344 

Train  oil 

Cwts. , , 

• « 

8,529 

l,t31 

Feathers  . . 

41  « 

>>  • • 

• • 

413 

225 

Tongues. . 

Dozen 

• • 

1,460 

2,464 

Turpentine  , , 

Cwts. . . 

• • 

3,672 

2,134 
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liiiTUiiN  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Archangel  during  the  Year 

1891. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels, 

Ton.s. 

Hritish 

7 

1,896 

121 

93,748 

128 

95,644 

Itus'ian  

5 

1,444 

5 

1,792 

10 

3,236 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   

98 

26,104 

8 

3,926 

106 

30,030 

Gcnnan  

20 

6,166 

40 

23,876 

2,022 

60 

30,042 

Danish 

25 

4,608 

3 

28 

•6,630 

Dutch  

1 

232 

1 

232 

I'rench  

1 

160 

1 

160 

Total  

157 

40,610 

177 

125,364 

334 

165,974 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

IIG 

26,615 

122 

77,212 

238 

103,857 

Helsingfors. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  C.  J.  Cooke  reports  as  follow?  : — 

As  to  economical  conditions  during  1891  they  are  characterised 
firstly,  by  an  average  harvest,  except  in  certain  parts  of  the 
provinces  of  Uleaborg,  Kuopio,  and  Viborg,  where  a partial 
failure  occurred  and  necessitated  some  interference  from  the 
Finnish  Government,  as  well  as  a subscription  opened  throughout 
the  country  by  which  about  10,000/.  was  raised  and  distributed 
to  the  distressed  peasantry ; secondly,  there  was  a great  scarcity 
of  money,  causing  some  lack  of  work  in  general ; thirdly,  bad 
times  in  the  foreign  market,  more  particularly  in  the  timber 
trade,  combined  with  the  famine  in  Russia,  all  acted  adversely 
on  Finnish  commerce  and  conduced  to  make  the  year  1891  only 
moderately  prosperous.  Add  to  these  the  Imperial  decrees  issued 
in  August  preventing  the  export  of  cereals  and  the  still 
prevailing  uncertainty  as  to  the  introduction  of  the  Russian  customs 
tariff  (with  its  highly  protective  duties)  into  Finland. 

In  order  to  lessen  the  need  of  money  Finland’s  Bank  delivered 
to  private  banks  2,000,000  marks,*  and  all  banks  willingly  put 
their  capital  in  circulation.  No  less  a sum  than  12,800,000  marks 
more  than  in  1890  was  issued  to  the  public. 

Finland’s  Diet  met  in  January  of  this  year,  and  in  spite  of 
many  political  difficulties  contrived  to  pass  several  useful  laws 
before  it  was  closed  in  the  month  of  May. 

Helsingfors  continued  to  increase  and  improve  vastly  through- 
out the  year,  though  towards  the  end  of  it  the  scarcity  of  money 
began  to  be  felt,  and  finally  exercised  a salutary  check  on  build- 
ing operations.  The  population  of  the  town  is  now  estimated  at 
nearly  75,000,  including  the  garrison. 

The  Finnish  Steamship  Company  paid  a dividend  of  14  per 
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cent.,  and  increased  its  stock  of  ships  by  two  fast  sailing-steamers 
(14 knots)  called  ‘^Astraea”  and  ^^Urania,^^  from  Messrs.  Wigham, 
Richardson,  and  Co.,  of  Newcastle. 

The  ships  were  built  for  the  purpose  of  the  inereasing  trade 
between  England  and  Finland,  and  aecomplish  the  distance 
between  Hull  and  Helsingfors — in  winter  Hull  and  Hango  by 
the  aid  of  tlie  ice-breaker  ‘•Murtajo^^ — in  3J-  days,  starting  from 
each  end  every  Saturday  evening. 

Considerable  improvements  were  made  during  the  year  in  the 
port  by  extending  the  quays,  building  sheds,  dredging,  &c.,  whilst 
the  long-discussed  coast  line  around  Helsingfors  was  at  last  com- 
menced. 

The  total  imports  and  exports  of  Helsingfors  for  the  year  are 
as  follows : — 


Impoets. 


Manufactured  goods. . 

- 

Marks. 

3,041,268 

Wheat,  &c.  . . 

2,905,511 

Sugar,  Ac. 

2,637,896 

Coffee.. 

2,328,834 

Machines 

• t • 

1,561,724 

Rye  . . 

1,444,285 

Wines.. 

889,399 

Coals  .. 

819,067 

Petroleum 

474,573 

Various 

19,890,251 

Total 

• • • • 

• • 

34,993,808 

Timber 

Expoets. 

Marks. 

8,500,788 

Paper  and  pulp 

734,033 

Tissues 

485,241 

China  goods  . . 

166,605 

Butter. . 

128,995 

Machinery 

54,990 

Various 

•• 

1,156,586 

Total 

• « *0 

• • 

6,227,238 

Telephones  have  taken  such  a hold  of  the  town  that  there  were 
no  less  than  1,750  subscribers  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  against 
150  in  1882. 

The  electric  light  has  also  become  very  common. 

The  customs  duties  showed  a slight  decrease  over  the  preceding 
year — ■ 


l\larks. 

1891  20,134,653 

1890  21,023,968 

1889  17,984,751 


The  State  railways  continue  to  show  an  increased  turnover, 
which  says  much  for  the  prosperous  state  of  the  country. 
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The  totals  were  as  follows : — 

Marks. 

1891  ..  12,796,000 

1890  11,831,133 

1889  10,488,730 

The  building  of  new  railroads  continues  to  go  on  steadily. 

That  to  Kotka — connecting  it  with  the  main  line  at  Kouvola — is 
already  finished,  and  the  Karelska  line  (Viborg  and  loensu)  is 
fast  progressing;  as  is  also  the  case  with  the  Bjorneborg-Tammer- 
fors  railway. 

The  rails  for  the  above  are  all  from  England  and  a portion  of 
the  working  gear,  &c.,  also. 

At  a meeting  of  the  chief  timber  exporters  it  w^as  decided  to  Timber  trade, 
limit  the  cutting  of  timber  in  Finland  to  a certain  sum,  which  was 
even  in  many  cases  • considerably  lessened,  thanks  to  the  large 
snowfall  in  winter  which  made  the  transport  very  difficult. 

The  result  of  the  above  policy  is  seen  at  a glance — 


Value. 

1890. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

Prepared  at  saw-mills 

231,000 

212,000 

Stores  at  end  of  navigation. . . . . . 

148,000 

1 23,000 

Amount  shipped  . , . . . . . . 

191,000 

247,000 

During  1891  the  prices  were  very  low,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
year  they  improved  considerably  for  timber  to  be  shipped  in  1892. 

In  general  the  year  was  an  unfavourable  one,  owing  to  many 
bankruptcies  and  strikes  in  England  ; but  whereas  other  countries 
had  a decrease  of  business  to  show  Finland  increased  the  amount, 
proving  that  she  is  becoming  better  known,  and  also  her  way  of 
doing  business  more  appreciated. 

The  augmented  duties  on  timber  imported  into  France  (which 
came  into  force  in  1892)  caused  an  increased  export  to  that  country 
\ during  1891. 

The  emigration  of  Finns  to  America — mostly  to  the  State  of  Emigration. 
Michigan — continues  to  increase  year  by  year.  The  Finns  make 
very  good  immigrants,  and  it  is  calculated  that  about  20  per  cent, 
return  to  Finland  with  a little  capital.  In  addition  to  this,  large 
sums  are  generally  sent  to  Finland  to  their  poor  relations, 
which  shows  that  they  prosper  in  the  Far  West.  There  were 
about  10,000  who  emigrated  mostly  from  the  north  and  north- 
west of  the  country  during  the  year. 

The  passage  of  the  Gulf  of  Finland  has  been  rendered  much  Lighthouses, 
easier  by  the  erection  of  a lighthouse  on  J ussaro,  an  inland  mid- 
way between  Porkkala  Head  and  Hango,  and  another  step  towards 
making  the  navigation  secure  will  be  made  next  year  by  placing 
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a couple  of  light  ships  to  mark  some  shallow  water  south  of 
Helsingfors. 

Shipping  at  The  Englis.h  shipping  at  Helsingfors  showed  a considerable 
Helsingfors,  rise  over  the  preceding  year — 46  vessels  of  49,799  gross  tonnage, 
as  against  33  of  38,197  gross  tonnage,  and  that,  too,  in  spite  of 
the  ever-increasing  efforts  of  the  Finns  to  develop  their  steam 
merchant  fleet. 

Freights,  however,  were  very  low,  and  show  a tendency  to 
keep  so,  which  accounts  for  the  faliing-off  in  the  number  of 
Finnish  sailing  vessels. 


Agriculture. 


Harvo&t. 


Distress. 


Prohibition  of 
export  of 
grain. 


The  harvest  of  1 891  can  be  taken  as  an  average  one,  except 
in  certain  parts  of  the  provinces  of  Uleaborg,  Kuopio,  andViborg, 
where  a partial  failure  occurred,  owing  to^  cold  weather  in  June 
and  night  frosts  early  in  August. 

But  the  distress  was  not  excessive,  thanks  to  the  aid  rendered 
by  the  Finnish  Government,  in  the  forms  of  loans  and  public 
works  (eonsisting  of  draining  of  morasses  and  building  of  roads), 
and  also  of  a slight  public  subscription. 

Now,  as  in  the  great  famine  of  1867-68,  when  more  than 
100,000  persons  died  from  hunger  and  disease,  no  disturbance 
occurred,  which  speaks  much  for  the  good  order  of  the  country 
and  the  enlightenment  of  the  people. 

The  Imperial  ukaz  in  Bussia  of  August  forbidding  the  export  of 
rye,  and  later  on  other  cereals,  Avas  also  by  special  decree  extended 
to  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Finland. 

This,  however,  Avas  economically  of  little  importance,  because 
the  country  does  not  as  yet  produce  cereals  enough  for  home  con- 
sumption, and  an  export  of  grain  hardly  exists.  Only  the  export 
of  oats  from  the  west  coast  has  increased  in  the  last  10  years,  and 
Avill  probably  do  so  more  and  more  in  the  future. 

The  exporters  of  oats  in  Abo  and  Vaza  were,  therefore,  the 
only  people  to  suffer  from  the  decrees  in  question. 

Although  Finnish  agriculture  has  many  difficulties  before  it — 
of  agriculture.  chief  of  which  are  the  climate  and  the  abundance  of  cereals 
in  Bussia  depressing  the  prices  in  Finland — the  production  of 
grain  has  increased  latterlj^,  as  is  shown  by  the  following. 

The  average  harvest  of  rye  in  1878-82  was  9,508,000  bushels, 
and  in  1885-89,  12,033,000  "bushels.  The  increase  was  thus  28 
per  cent.  The  average  harvest  of  barley  in  1878-82  was 
5,097,100  bushels,  and  in  1885-89  it  was  5,642,400  bushels.  The 
increase  was  11  per  cent. 

If  the  cultivation  of  barley  has  thus  made  comparatively 
small  progress,  that  of  oats  has  been  more  rapid.  It  has  increased 
from  an  average  of  8,035,700  bushels  in  1878-82  to  12,382,400 
bushels  in  1885-89.  The  increase  is  54  per  cent. 

The  average  harvest  of  all  cereals'^  Avas  thus,  in  1878-82, 

* The  harvest  of  wheat,  with  an  average  of  only  143,000  biisliels  a year,  is  not 
included  in  these  suras. 


Exporters  of 
oats. 

Improvement 
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22,640,000  bushels ; and  in  1885-89  it  was  30,057,800  bushels. 

The  increase  is  33  per  cent.  The  population  has  in  the  same  time 
augmented  20  per  cent. 

Dairy  farming  continues  to  engage  an  increasing  amount  of  Dairy 
interest.  The  Government,  agricultural  societies,  and  farmers’  farniin^. 
institutes  are  in  various  ways  promoting  this  industry.  An  im- 
provement of  the  quality,  as  well  as  a greater  export,  of  Finnish 
butter  has  been  the  result.  Each  year  will  doubtless  witness  more 
extensive  operations  in  this  branch  of  trade,  especially  now  that 
Finland  has  regular  communication  with  England  and  other 
countries  by  the  aid  of  the  ice-breaker  ^‘Murtaja,”  engaged  in 
winter  to  keep  open  the  port  of  Hango.  There  are  signs  that 
England  will  become  the  chief  market  for  Finnish  butter,  and 
already  large  quantities  are  exported  to  that  country.* 

The  export  of  butter  was,  in  1891,  about  7,837  tons,  worth  Butter  export, 
nearly  600,000^.  In  1878  it  was  only  4,608  tons.  The  number 
of  cattle  was,  in  1865,  about  954,000,  and  1,254,000  in  1888. 


Table  showing  the  Total  Exports  from  and  Imports  into 
Finland  during  the  years  1891-90. 

Exports. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Wood  ..  ,.  ,. 

Value  £ 

1,791,379 

1,454,108 

Corn,  &c.  . . . . 

Kilos 

45,214,560 

36,543,417 

Paper  pulp 

» • • • • 

20,506,476 

23,139,782 

Iron  and  steel  . . . . 

>>  • • • • 

13,894,740 

14,732,968 

Paper  . , 

9)  • • • * 

12,486,911 

10,863,617 

Butter  . . 

7,963,561 

7,685,101 

Fish  . . , , 

99  • • • • 

7,049,656 

6,744,019 

Imports. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Corn,  &c. 

Value 

£ 

1,112,294 

884,965 

Iron  and  steel  . . . * 

Kilos... 

48,640,000 

27,157,752 

• Petroleum 

99  • • 

9,867,620 

11,408,266 

Coffee  . . . . 

99  • • 

5,576,419 

5,107,744 

Cotton  . . . , 

99  • • 

4,199,788 

4,183,667 

Fish  ..  ., 

99  • • 

3,705,534 

4,481,240 

Skins  .. 

99  • • 

3,447,207 

3,334,604 

Tobacco 

99  • • 

3,009,701 

8,190,874 

* An  order  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Senate  forbidding  the  manufacture  of 
margarine  in  Finland, 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  into  Finland  during  the  years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

Great  Britain 

Russia  . . . , , . 

Germany  ..  .. 

Other  countries  . . . . 

£ 

760,756 

1,445,707 

292,538 

1,668,924 

£ 

706,000 

1,454,520 

239,480 

1,289,640 

£ 

860,576 

2,069,796 

1,873,451 

1,057,246 

£ 

928,280 

1,890,240 

1,791,304 

1,014,256 

Total 

4,167,925 

3,689,640 

5,861,069 

5,624,080 

Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  oY  Helsingfors  in  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

6 

1,814 

40 

47,985 

46 

49,799 

Finnish  

250 

23,096 

470 

156,699 

720 

179,795 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   

66 

15,824 

19 

9,170 

85 

24,994 

Russian  

522* 

7,609 

13 

3,304 

585* 

10,913 

German  

6 

1,112 

33 

10,875 

39 

11,987 

Danish  

18 

3,053 

3 

2,180 

21 

5,233 

Other  countries  ... 

12 

6,018 

4 

2,875 

16 

8,893 

Total  

870 

57,526 

582 

212,092 

1,452 

269,618 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

931 

60,392 

638 

209,683 

1,569 

270,075 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

6 

1,814 

40 

47,985 

46 

49,799 

Finnish  

158 

20,039 

464 

149,881 

622 

169,920 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   

59 

14,609 

17 

7,881 

76 

21,480 

Russian 

473* 

7,457 

11 

2,909 

484* 

9,366 

German  

5 

833 

26 

8,886 

31 

9,717 

Danish 

14 

2,217 

2 

1,454 

16 

3,671 

Other  countries  ... 

10 

4,813 

4 

3,334 

14 

8,147 

Total 

726 

51,782 

564 

212,330 

1,289 

264,112 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

628 

42,259 

621 

213,342 

1,299 

255,601 

luclu cling  small  coasting  vessels. 
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Eeval. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Baron  E.  G.  de  Soucanton  reports  as 
follows : — 

The  trade  at  Reval,  both  import  and  export,  shows  a marked 
decrease  as  compared  with  preceding  years. 

The  falling-off  of  imports  has  to  be  attributed  to  a great 
extent  to  the  opening  of  the  Putilow  Canal,  connecting  St. 
Petersburg  with  the  sea.  Ever  since,  a considerable  portion  of 
all  goods  imported  by  the  interior  of  Bussia,  which  used  to  go  via 
Ileval,  are  now  more  and  more  directed  by  way  of  St.  Peters- 
burg; Peval  only  gets  its  share  of  this  trade  during  the  first  and 
last  months  of  the  year,  when  St.  Petersburg  is  closed  by  ice.  As 
a further  reason  for  the  decrease  of  imports,  the  increase  of 
customs  duties  may  be  named,  which  came  into  force  on  July  1-13, 
1891.  The  customs  duties,  which  were  raised  with  the  intention 
to  protect  the  Russian  home  industry,  in  consequence  of  the 
reduced  rouble  exchange,  now  prove  almost  prohibitory  for  many 
articles.  A most  striking  falling-offis  noticeable  in  the  import  of 
cotton,  yarn,  machinery,  and  wrought-iron,  which,  however,  may 
to  a certain  extent  also  l3e  explained  by  the  exceedingly  bad  crop 
of  1891. 

The  failure  of  the  grain  crop  in  many  parts  of  Russia,  and 
especially  the  prohibition  of  export  of  all  cereals,  accounts  for  the 
decrease  of  the  export  trade.  Most  of  the  grain  exported  from 
Reval  was  shipped  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Hardly  anything 
of  the  new  crop  could  here  be  got  on  board  ship  before  the 
prohibition  put  a stop  to  all  export  of  grain.  Thus  over  2,000,000 
pouds  of  oats  were  caught  here  by  the  prohibition,  and  had  to 
be  left  over  for  the  next  year.  The  export  of  spirits  has  also 
greatly  decreased,  partly  owing  to  the  altered  customs  regulations 
in  Spain,  and  partly  in  consequence  of  the  abolition  of  the  export 
premium  in  Russia ; consequently  also  the  stocks  of  this  article 
were  very  large  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  export  of  eggs  again 
greatly  increased  as  compared  with  former  years,  as  in  my 
last  report  I anticipated.  The  larger  export  of  hides  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  increased  killing  of  cattle  for  want  of  fodder  in 
the  famine-stricken  Governments. 

As  regards  the  prospects  for  the  present  year,  Ido  not  think  an 
increase  in  trade  may  be  looked  for,  as  it  will  take  some  time  yet 
to  recover  the  damage  and  losses  caused  by  the  bad  crop  of  1891. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Reval  in  the 

Year  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

130 

118,728 

130 

118,728 

Russian  

867 

61, '^38 

215 

74,226 

1,082 

126,164 

German  

2 

136 

124 

56,804 

126 

56,940 

Danish  

4 

382 

37 

35,232 

41 

35,614 

Swedish  

7 

634 

17 

5,454 

24 

6,088 

Norwegian 

6 

1,302 

13 

4,296 

19 

5,598 

Dutch  

1 

112 

8 

3,814 

9 

3,926 

French  

1 

478 

1 

478 

Total,  including 

353,536 

coasters 

887 

54,504 

545 

299,032 

1,432 

Total  for  the  year 
preceding,  ex- 

cluding coasters 

33 

6,091 

574 

308,057 

607 

314,148 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

132 

120,900 

132 

120,900 

Russian  

852 

50,352 

215 

74,210 

1,067 

124,562 

German  

2 

136 

121 

55,402 

123 

55,538 

Danish  

4 

382 

37 

3.5,232 

41 

35,614 

, Swedish  

7 

634 

17 

6,454 

24 

6,088 

Norwegian 

6 

1,302 

13 

4,296 

19 

5,598 

Dutch  

1 

112 

8 

8,814 

9 

3,926 

French  

... 

1 

478 

1 

478 

Total,  including 

coasters 

872 

52,918 

544 

299,786 

1,416 

352,704 

Total  for  the  year 
preceding,  ex- 

cluding coasters 

33 

6,091 

580 

312,129 

613 

318,220 
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Annex  B. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Reval 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1890. 

1891 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat  

Ponds 

4,166,765 

£ 

484,507 

2,366,237 

£ 

315,498 

Rye 

1,528,704 

133,317 

1,446,593 

176,806 

Oats 

4,518,423 

367,779 

3,390,485 

301,377 

Barley  

918,184 

64,058 

600,784 

76,767 

Linseed  

1,551,510 

216,490 

674,500 

97,428 

Buckwheat  groats... 

43,910 

6,127 

3,115 

23,392 

380 

Peas 

4,255 

594 

2,080 

Bran 

122,852 

7,143 

406,499 

10,987 

Oilcakes  

281,885 

26,222 

197,759 

36,133 

Meat  

5,427 

2,524 

6,574 

2,922 

Game  

98,479 

80,158 

93,397 

72,642 

Butter  

5,037 

8,785 

13,010 

17,390 

Eggs  

Number 

4,614,100 

8,587 

6,691,040 

11,895 

Flax 

• •• 

Pouds 

1,034,106 

420,857 

1,212,292 

471,447 

Codilhi  

80,597 

29,990 

122,958 

40,986 

Hemp  

49,808 

28,958 

21,845 

12,136 

Hemp  yarn 

10,838 

5,041 

2,843 

1,263 

Cordage  

1,329 

973 

3,613 

2,530 

Spirit  

Vedros 

1,355,861 

204,956 

519,645 

75,060 

Hides  

Pouds 

15,318 

28,500 

68,090 

120,050 

Glycerine 

6,049 

5,627 

2,936 

23,490 

Bristles  

9,908 

69,126 

11,916 

79,443 

Wool  

• •• 

... 

1,334 

2,223 

Camels  and  other  hair 

1,521 

1,‘207 

4,541 

3,027 

Bones  

110 

6 

4,817 

268 

Bone  ashes 

13,200 

1,800 

12,043 

1,424 

Mineral  oil 

82,066 

11,451 

149,940 

19,992 

Joiner’s  work 

Pieces 

14,398 

10,045 

20,193 

13,462 

Boards  

41,192 

1,916 

45,025 

2,001 

Sundries  

Pouds 

102,666 

122,951 

82,183 

60,613 

Total  ... 

Pouds 

Vedros 

14,667,345) 
1,355,861  > 

2,349,695  -j 

10,943,919  ) 
519,645  > 
6,736,065  ) 

2,051,720 

1 

Pieces 

4,655,292  ) 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Reval  during  the 
Years  1890-91. 


1890. 

1891.'5 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Oranges  and  lemons  

Pouds 

61,966 

14,411 

60,268 

13,393 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 

j, 

11,874 

4,969 

11,714 

4,562 

Dry  fruits 

3 856 

3,158 

12,933 

10,158 

Preserves  in  tins 

3,574 

6,012 

3,026 

5,379 

Coffee  

50,685 

82,510 

34,334 

53,409 

Cocoa  

3,046 

4,605 

7,247 

10,468 

Tea 

H 

7,090 

32,977 

5,677 

25,234 

Rice 

... 

3,403 

1,583 

4,461 

1,984 

Beer  and  porter  

1,731 

604 

2,858 

1,084 

Champagne 

Bottles  ... 

14,272 

5,808 

13,042 

5,072 

Wine 

,, 

7,313 

1,252 

10,832 

1,805 

Spirits  

Pouds 

9,490 

13,242 

20,294 

27,060 

Bottles 

1,577 

3,301 

867 

1,734 

,,  

9,596 

2,232 

15,871 

3,527 

Mineral  water  

Pouds 

56,751 

1,649 

92,201 

2,561 

43,892 

Herrings  

172,900 

28,146 

282,163 

Bleaching  powder 

16,255 

1,890 

27,843 

3,093 

Soda 

18,660 

3.255 

22,007 

3,668 

Gum 

57,514 

120;380 

48,728 

97,457 

Resin  

9,598 

1,116 

3,630 

403 

Copra  

79,385 

27,692 

80,842 

26,948 

Superphosphate 

M ••• 

198,908 

11,564 

122,663 

10,176 

Cement  

32,069 

2,237 

1,368 

9,881 

92 

Clay 

>> 

8,476 

128 

143 

Cutch  

,, 

17,694 

8,230 

23,827 

10,590 

Dyewood  

12,667 

2,946 

23,575 

5,240 

Olive  oil  

41,890 

43,839 

8,704 

8,704 

Palm  oil  

5)  ••• 

51,698 

29,475 

31,158 

17,310 

Bricks  

71,453 

2,493 

79,389 

2,647 

Drugs,  chemicals,  and  dye  goods 

••• 

171,854 

126,453 

87,924 

96,496 

Coal 

3,037,210 

49,443 

3,404,890 

52,965 

Coke 

24,257 

423 

41,238 

687 

Cotton  

3,667,709 

4,478,017 

2,241,346 

2,490,384 

Wool 

7,284 

16,942 

7,494 

16,653 

Shoddy  

21,084 

68,647 

19,835 

6,909 

61,711 

Jute 

2,467 

861 

2,303 

Pig-iron  

••• 

26,316 

1,836 

27,091 

1,806 

Wrought  iron  

If  •*. 

176,257 

40,990 

83,986 

19,070 

32.279 

Steel 

72,592 

30,387 

80,696 

Copper  

14,552 

20,305 

50,007 

66,676 

Zinc 

>) 

5,714 

2 658 

3,813 

1,695 

Tin 

,, 

18,175 

21,134 

13,682 

15,202 

Lead 

>> 

14,080 

4,093 

14,445 

4,012 

Hides  

,, 

33,292 

23,227 

11,045 

17,352 

Yarn,  cotton,  worsted,  and  linen 

,1 

40,698 

188,293 

23,885 

106,324 

Steel  wire 

,, 

5,757 

4,686 

4,986 

3,878 

Iron  and  steel  boiler  work 

,, 

15,232 

12,398 

19,142 

14.888 

Wrought  iron  goods  

,1 

34,791 

36,946 

25,024 

22,433 

Cast-iron  goods  i.. 

12,386 

5,185 

9,076 

3,631 

Machinery 

n 

334,870 

348,694 

238,742 

233,555 

Tools  

,, 

25,873 

27,076 

18,713 

18,714 

Earthenware  

,, 

3,947 

5,050 

3,329 

4,070 

Glassware 

3,001 

2,794 

3,337 

2,967 

Pottery  

,5 

12,989 

7,552 

11,453 

6,363 

Hardware 

,, 

25,761 

99,559 

27,335 

104,884 

Joiners’  work  

,1  ... 

6,470 

8,276 

4,215 

5,152 

Empty  casks  

204,813 

23,815 

44,970 

4,997 

Manufactures  

1) 

11,046 

88,366 

8,893 

62,881 

Sundry  goods  

n 

171,935 

112,796 

189,230 

96,744 

Total  { 

Pouds 

Bottles 

9,149,871  ■) 
87,932  j 

6,318,606 1 

7,656,188  1 
131,946  / 

3,968,565 

ST.  X'ETERSBURG. 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  Keval  and  Imported  to  Keval  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Country. 

1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value, 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Great  Britain  . . 

States  of  America 
'''^^-^ermany  , . . . 

12,778,915 

£ 

3,421,244 

10,550,376 

£ 

2,559,660 

1,371,490 

1,665,554 

2,328,497 

793,887 

882,097 

3,401,868 

2,919,992 

1,760,835 

^„^.^olland. . 

4,273,256 

576,167 

3,104,532 

427,975 

Denmark 

1,165,898 

166,723 

655,744 

87,770 

<^rance  .. 

427,920 

213,310 

527,425 

228,988 

Sweden  . . 

1,031,683 

157,714 

215,333 

25,570 

Belgium  , 

565,525 

80,670 

91,174 

222,487 

13,946 

Norway . . 

143,479 

23,538 

32,088 

, Italy 

50,274 

34,398 

780 

370 

Spain  . . 

. . 

. . 

1,116 

759 

Portugal 

431 

282 

32 

42 

Turkey  . . 

71 

204 

95 

185 

r- Total 

25,210,810 

8,668,301 

19,082,973 

6,020,285 

List  of  British  Vessels  Loaded  with  Grain  at  Eeval  during  the 
Year  from  July  1,  1891,  to  June  30,  1892. 


Date. 

Name  of  Vessel. 

Captain’s 

Name. 

Tonnage. 

Destination. 

1891— 

June 

24  .. 

Envoy” 

Taylor 

880 

London 

26  .. 

“ Bona” 

Walters  .. 

932 

London 

July 

9 .. 

“Ena  ” 

Mellon 

838 

London 

August  20  .. 

“ Una” 

Mellon 

838 

London 

25  .. 

“Artemis” 

Lee 

408 

Schiedam 

Oct. 

31  .. 

“ Bona” 

Walters  .. 

932 

London 

Nov. 

13  .. 

“Essex  ” 

Webb 

884 

Hull 

;> 

19  .. 

“ China” 

Penligen  . . 

1,121 

London 

}9 

23  .. 

“W.  Bailey” 

t • 

Taunton  . . 

1,170 

Hull 

» 

23  .. 

“Kotka” 

Holyman  . . 

1,098 

Hull 

1892— 

Jan. 

23  .. 

“Envoy” 

“ Essex  ” 

Taylor 

880 

Hull  and  London 

May 

17  .. 

Collier 

884 

London 

19  ,. 

“ Rosario  ” 

Brown 

1,234 

London 

24  .. 

“ Una  ” 

Mellon  . . 

838 

London 

June 

4 .. 

“ Envoy  ” 

Taylor  . . 

880 

London 

14  .. 

“ Argyle  ” 

•• 

Grant 

767 

London 

Total 

t 

•• 

t • 

14,584 

•• 
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Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Abo  in  the  Year  1891. 


Entebed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

537 

25 

17,738 

26 

18,275 

German  

9 

2,149 

21 

11,109 

30 

13,258 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   

22 

4,545 

19 

8,617 

41 

13,162 

Danish  

48 

6,593 

33,739 

1 

957 

49 

7,550 

Kassian  

238 

370 

131,379 

608 

165,118 

Other  nations 

4 

1,054 

2 

2,017 

6 

3,071 

Total  

322 

48,617 

438 

271,817 

760 

220,434 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

804 

231,270 

Cleabed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

537 

25 

17,738 

26 

18,275 

German  

9 

2,149 

21 

11,109 

30 

13,258 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   

22 

4,545 

19 

8,617 

41 

13,162 

Danish  

48 

6,593 

1 

957 

49 

7,550 

Bussian  

302 

55,608 

373 

130,859 

675 

186,467 

Other  nations 

4 

1,054 

2 

2,017 

6 

3,071 

Total  

386 

70,486 

441 

171.297 

827 

241,783 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

... 

... 

886 

245,023 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
Abo  and  Imported  to  Abo  from  to  and  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

Great  Britain  . . 
Germany 

Russia  . . 

East  Indies 

Sweden  and  Norway  . . 
France  . . 

Spain  . . 

Denmark 

Belgium 

Holland. . , , 

Other  countries 

£ 

128,397 

24,342 

60,395 

li*462 

22,715 

54,505 

3,787 

9,246 

5,249 

2,302 

£ 

122,623 

34,096 

91,322 

2^200 

54,626 

46,802 

3,344 

6,408 

£ 

332,824 

303,158 

156,536 

85,126 

65,781 

39,246 

17,547 

16,888 

6,000 

2,676 

£ 

312,386 

281,423 

156,088 

78,094 

55,591 

22,524 

20,874 

26,587 

2,636 

2,624 

Total 

323,400 

380,421 

1,074,782 

968,627 

ST.  PETERSBURG. 
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Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Abo  during  tlie 
Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Deals 

Grain  

Butter  

Bar  iron  

Other  articles 

Standards... 

Kilos. 

M ••• 

n ••• 

32,100 

14,314,627 

56,393 

1,562,164 

436,007 

£ 

168,836 

75,346 

4,962 

18,746 

55,510 

35,000 

12,793,593 

25,717 

1,581,070 

553,016 

£ 

183,329 

83,379 

2,057 

19,018 

92,638 

Total 

... 

323,400 

380,421 

Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Abo  during  the 
Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

Kilos. 

»»  ... 

M ... 

n 

j)  ••• 

1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Colonial  produce 

Wines  and  spirits 

Grain  

Cotton  and  cotton  yarn 

Iron  ore,  iron  and  steel 

Coal  and  coke  

Other  articles  

Total  

2,914,710 

458,028 

4,349,422 

2,428,360 

23,425,318 

22,352,420 

£ 

223,478 

55,402 

51,491 

161,206 

178,359 

16,987 

387,859 

3,513,741 

325,605 

6,298,078 

2,138,382 

18,563,955 

18,625,734 

£ 

198,131 

35,642 

77,661 

119,416 

150,912 

14,156 

362,709 

... 

1,074,782 

... 

958,627 

Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Viborg  in  the  Year 


1891. 


Entered  . 


[Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

47 

37,902 

47 

37,902 

Finnish  ...  \,.. 

49i 

46.395 

337 

43,707 

831 

90,102 

Swedish  

19 

2,579 

21 

8,695 

40 

11,274 

Norwegian ... 

41 

11,518 

11 

7,183 

52 

18,701 

German  

16 

4,171 

44 

12,954 

60 

17,125 

Danish  

19 

3,141 

8 

5,885 

27 

9,026 

Russian  

9 

1,338 

9 

912 

18 

2,250 

Dutch  

9 

4,400 

1 

944 

10 

5,344 

Italian  

4 

1,913 

4 

1,913 

French  

2 

460 

*"3 

1,803 

5 

2,263 

Spanish  

3 

2,612 

3 

2,612 

Austrian  

*”6 

2,950 

... 

6 

2,950 

Argentine 

1 

593 

... 

1 

593 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

620 

79,458 

484 

122,597 

1,104 

202,055 

preceding 

723 

83,493 

462 

92,135 

1,185 

175,628 
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Cleaeed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

47 

37,902 

47 

37,902 

Finnish  

494 

46,395 

337 

43,707 

831 

90,102 

Swedish  

19 

2,579 

21 

8,695 

40 

11,274 

Norwegian 

41 

11,518 

11 

7,183 

52 

18,701 

German  

16 

4,171 

44 

12,954 

60 

17,125 

Danish  

19 

3,141 

8 

5,885 

27 

9,026 

Russian  

9 

1,338 

4,400 

9 

912 

18 

2,250 

Dutch  

9 

1 

944 

10 

5,344 

Italian  

4 

1,913 

... 

4 

1,913 

French  

2 

460 

3 

l',803 

5 

2,263 

Spanish  

3 

2,612 

3 

2,612 

Austrian  .,o 

”'6 

2,950 

6 

2,950 

Argentine 

1 

693 

1 

593 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

620 

79,458 

484 

122,597 

1,104 

202,055 

723 

83,493 

462 

92,135 

1,185 

175-,628 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Viborg  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Deals,  battens,  and  boards 

St.  P’burg 
standards 

37,402 

£ 

52,129 

£ 

Other  kinds  of  wood  goods 

Cubic  feet 

362,083 

1,790,428 

Wood  pulp 

Kilos. 

604,956 

1,616,624 

Pasteboard 

M ... 

1,736,497 

1,250,747 

Paper  

I>  ••• 

252,252 

125,675 

Iron 

1,428,203 

1,965,443 

Willow  bark  

387,471 

246,500 

Fish 

336,207 

165,543 

75,311 

Butter  

M 

144,972 

Other  articles  

»>  ••• 

1,080,920 

2,081,257 

Total  

367,000 

... 

397,000 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Viborg  during  the 

Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1890.! 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Salt 

Hectolitres 

223,184 

£ 

159,185 

£ 

Sugar  

Kilos. 

2,006,183 

2,344,298 

Coffee  

».« 

,, 

845,500 

881,450 

Rye 

>? 

2,796,588 

••• 

3,748,195 

3,691,021 

,,  flour  of 

2,888,890 

Oats 

1,116,797 

692.997 

Wheat  and  flour  of 

2,266,423 

2,490;354 

1,720,242 

Rice 

n ••• 

1,266,357 

Herrings  

) j ... 

1,398,959 

1,300,719 

Iron  and  steel 

M *•* 

1,979,646 

2,078,606 

Cast-iron  pipes 

n ••• 

1,435,511 

Coal  and  coke 

3,958]402 

2,280,870 

Petroleum 

)) 

885,766 

1,002,308 

Fire  bricks 

11  •• 

1,381,135 

2,211,368 

Cement  

2,187,045 

1,020,694 

Other  articles 

11  ••• 

23,851,333 

25,510,023 

Total  ... 

... 

f... 

49,479,020 

716,889 

52,408,656 

783,480 

ST,  PETERSBURG 
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Annex  A. — KeTURN  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Kotka  in  the 

Year  1891. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

186 

49 

37,678 

50 

37,864 

Finnish  

44 

12,760 

29 

10,570 

73 

23,330 

Russian  

7 

1,907 

6 

2,486 

13 

4,393 

Norwegian  and 

Swedish 

70 

27,740 

15 

8,397 

85 

36,137 

Danish  

44 

9,366 

6 

5,409 

50 

14,775 

German  

11 

1,946 

49 

17,908 

60 

19,854 

Dutch  

13 

4,169 

4 

2,667 

17 

6,836 

French  

1 

484 

3 

2,604 

4 

3,088 

Other  countries  ... 

8 

4,743 

1 

730 

9 

5,473 

Total  

199 

63,301 

162 

88,449 

361 

151,750 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding... 

192 

56,296 

111 

57,942 

303 

114,238 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

186 

49 

37,678 

50 

37,864 

Finnish  

43 

12,481 

29 

10,570 

72 

23,051 

Russian  

7 

1,907 

6 

2,486 

13 

4,393 

Norwegian  and 

Swedish 

70 

27,740 

15 

8,397 

85 

36,137 

Danish  

44 

9,366 

6 

5,409 

50 

14,775 

German  

11 

1,946 

49 

17,908 

60 

19,854 

Dutch  

13 

4,169 

4 

2,667 

17 

6,836 

French  

1 

484 

3 

2,604 

4 

3,088 

Other  countries  ... 

8 

4,743 

1 

730 

9 

5,473 

Total  

198 

63,022 

162 

88,449 

361 

151,471 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

192 

55,849 

111 

57,942 

303 

113,790 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Kotka 
during  the  Years  1890-91. 


V 

1890. 

1891. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wood  

Woodpulp  

Paper  

Glass  

Other  articles 

Cub.  feet  ... 
Cub.  metre ... 

Lbs 

Kilos. 

n ••• 

••• 

Lbs. 

Kilos. 

8,150,100 

10,583,067 

1,775,400 

& 

252,656 

94i261 

5*830 

292*222 

8,81*6*580 

267,653 

99,417 

40*41662 

Marks.* 

6,49*4*755 

l,54li851 

49,519 

15,990 

687*104 

Total  1 

Cub.  feet  ... 
Cub.  metre ... 

Lbs 

Kilos. 

8,150,100 

12,358,467 

1 352,747 1 

29*2^222  / 
9,58*2i312) 

8,789,219 

* The  Finnish  mark  equals  1 fr. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  from  Kotka  dunng 
the  Years  1890-91. 


1890. 

1891. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

Marks.* 

Corn  and  flour 

Potatoes 

Lbs. 

Kilos. 

3,404,194 

10,906 

I,608i524 

364i542 

209,444 

10,472 

Tobacco  

Coffee  

Lbs. 

iT7,117 

si  860 

39,480 

33,460 

Chicory  

Kilos. 

foisoo 

17,052 

169i920 

7,321 

Sugar  

Lbs. 

171,046 

ii476 

••• 

Kilos. 

333i737 

m,767 

Salt 

)» 

8,556 

17,112 

Petroleum 

201,575 

36,283 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Brandy  

Wine 

M 

Gallons 

381 

'”281 

366,597 

7,500 

128,883 

32,383 

>1  •••  ••• 

Bice 

Kilos. 

28i825 

52,493 

68i757 

18,592 

Steel  and  iron  manufactures 

Lbs. 

270,770 

2i618 

Coals 

Kilos. 

• 379i971 

1MA07 

...  » 

1,006,080 

20,121 

Skins  

49,110 

47,233 

Firebricks 

Pieces 

85,412 

’”l20 

68,900 

6,201 

Eggs 

Lbs. 

114,500 

211 

109,150 

5,457 

Other  articles 

7,759,400 

20,800 

»> 

Kilos. 

1,2341982 

327i564 

c 

Lbs, 

11,742,527 

'4  r 

... 

Total 

... 

] 

Kilos. 

Gallons 

381 

42,272 

5,614,726  1 

1,589,475 

Pieces 

199,912 

3 c 

178i050  ) 

* Tlie  Finnish  mark  equals  1 fr. 


Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  Kotka  and  Imported  to  Kotka  from  and  to 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Country. 

1890. 

1891. 

Value  of 
Exports  and 
Imports. 

Value  of 
Exports. 

Value  of 
Imports. 

Total  Value. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

United  Kingdom 

and 

colonies 

80,560 

86,088 

2,463 

88,651 

Germany 

68,840 

80,768 

28,517 

109,285 

Russia  , . 

114,800 

52,987 

23,440 

86,427 

France  . . 

84,846 

1,323 

86,169 

Other  countries 

180,819 

46,762 

7,836 

54,598 

Total 

•• 

395,019 

351,451 

63,579 

425,030 

ST.  PETERSBURG. 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bjorneborg  in  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Numbei  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

378 

47 

36,774 

48 

37,152 

Finnish  

137 

35,852 

68 

18,039 

205 

53,891 

Swedish  

35 

8,056 

57 

20,515 

92 

28,571 

Danish  

66 

13,397 

2 

782 

68 

14,179 

Norwegian 

30 

9,773 

2 

1,683 

32 

11,456 

German  

2 

545 

13 

6,748 

15 

7,293 

Dutcli  

3 

1,093 

1 

944 

4 

2,037 

French  

2 

783 

1 

912 

3 

1,695 

Russian  

7 

722 

1 

4 

8 

726 

Italian  

1 

544 

1 

544 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

284 

71,143 

192 

86,401 

476 

157,544 

preceding 

272 

63,024 

187 

79,244 

459 

142,268 

Cleared, 


Sailing, 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons, 

British  

1 

378 

47 

36,774 

48 

37,152 

Finnish  

130 

35,055 

67 

17,835 

197 

52,890 

Swedish  

35 

8,056 

57 

20,515 

92 

28,571 

Danish  

66 

13,397 

2 

782 

68 

14,179 

Norwegian 

30 

9,773 

2 

1,683 

32 

11,456 

German  

2 

545 

13 

6,748 

15 

7,293 

Dutch  

3 

1,093 

1 

944 

4 

2,037 

French 

2 

783 

1 

912 

3 

1,695  ' 

Russian  

7 

722 

1 

4 

8 

726 

Italian  

1 

544 

1 

544 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

277 

70,346 

191 

86,197 

468 

156,543 

262 

60,746 

189 

79,952 

451 

140,698 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Bjorneborg  during 
the  Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

St.  Petersburg 
standards 
Kilogrammes 

J) 

>> 

1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wood  goods  

Grain  

Butter  

Iron  ...  

Other  articles 

Total 

56,423 

1,924,745 

183,583 

220,531 

& 

254,996 

9,758 

14,687 

2,468 

2,357 

64,785 

3,123,132 

156,012 

250,975 

& 

290,172 

18,822 

12,481 

2,811 

1,315 

284,266 

325,601 

0 


RUSSIA, 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Bjorneborg  during  the 

Years  1890-91. 


1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Iren  and  steel 

Kilos. 

1,349,085 

£ 

24,283 

1,931,838 

£ 

26,683 

Cereals 

,,  •«. 

674,684 

9,389 

931,299 

14,136 

Coffee 

146,867 

11,749 

173,124 

13,157 

Textiles 

,, 

24,588 

24,752 

8,184 

Machinery  ... 

5,994 

..."" 

7,444 

Wool 

Kilos. 

35]  308 

4,943 

38,915 

5,448 

Wine  and  spirits 

... 

144,846 

7,765 

101,913 

5,416 

Watches 

• •• 

3,519 

Oils 

Kilos. 

5K663 

2,275 

1o6’o14 

2,958 

Salt 

Hectolitres 

41,056 

5,173 

23,625 

2,461 

Petroleum  ... 

Kilos. 

311,464 

2,492 

285,375 

2,0.55 

Colours 

1»  ••• 

105,319 

3,175 

89,752 

1,418 

24,805 

Other  articles 

32,427 

Total 

134,253 

117,684 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
Bjorneborg  and  Imported  to  Bjorneborg  from  and  to 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

y<EDgland 
^.^..^France  . • 

3jpain  . . • . > . 

KJermany  ., 

-'Holland. . 

Denmark 

Belgium 

Sweden.. 

"^‘■^ussia  . . 

Other  countries 

£ 

158,470 

15,863 

33,534 

18,377 

20,261 

12,597 

4,571 

8,575 

2,488 

9,550 

£ 

167,794 

47,512 

43,563 

31.720 

11.720 
8,388 
4,103 
3,950 
2,811 
4,040 

£ 

13,522 

4,219 

3,746 

51,743 

1,566 

636 

32,470 

25,550 

801 

£ 

24,799 

5,416 

2,461 

38,948 

1,478 

17,024 

22,047 

5,610 

T^otal  . . 

284,266 

325,601 

134,253 

117,683 

ST.  rETERSBURG 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Uleaborg  in  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

347 

28 

22,028 

29 

22,375 

Finnish  

22 

4,918 

159 

24,827 

181 

29,745 

Danish  

20 

2,785 

4 

3,605 

24 

6,390 

Norwegian 

9 

3,654 

2 

1,111 

11 

4,765 

Swedish  

6 

877 

1 

848 

7 

1,725 

German  

6 

581 

7 

3,327 

13 

3,908 

Dutch  

2 

1,197 

... 

2 

1,197 

Russian  

2 

245 

... 

2 

245 

French  

1 

237 

1 

237 

Total 

69 

14,841 

201 

55,746 

270 

70,587 

Cleared. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

1 

347 

28 

22,028 

29 

22,375 

Finnish  

22 

4,918 

159 

24,827 

181 

29,745 

Danish  

20 

2,785 

4 

3,605 

24 

6,390 

Norwegian 

9 

3,654 

2 

1,111 

11 

4,765 

Swedish  

6 

877 

1 

848 

7 

1,725 

German  

6 

581 

7 

3,327 

13 

3,908 

Dutch  

2 

1,197 

2 

1,197 

Russian  

2 

245 

2 

245 

French  

1 

237 

1 

237 

Total  

69 

14,841 

201 

55,746 

270 

70,587 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1004.  Bordeaux 

• « 

• • 

2|d. 

1062.  Smyrna 

, 9 

, . 

.. 

lid. 

1005.  The  Hague 

. * 

lid. 

1063.  Old  Calabar 

. , 

. . 

. . 

Jd. 

1006.  Paraguay 

• • 

l^d. 

1064,  Samoa.. 

.. 

,• 

.. 

M. 

1007.  Constantinople 

• • 

lid. 

1065.  Tahiti  .. 

.. 

. . 

id. 

1008.  Pome  . . 

Id. 

1066.  Chefoo.. 

6d. 

1009.  Mozambique 

9 , 

9 • 

Id. 

1067.  Gothenburg 

. . 

, , 

2d. 

1010.  Wenchow 

, , 

,, 

Id. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

• , 

• « 

. . 

lid. 

1011.  Mogador 

• r 

, * 

2id. 

1069.  Loanda 

. . 

. . 

lid. 

1012.  Amoy  . 

, , 

• 

, , 

Id. 

1070,  Guatemala 

. , 

• • 

.. 

Id. 

1013.  Kiukiang 

• • 

Id. 

1071.  Zanzibar 

. . 

• • 

Id. 

1014.  Stettin 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1072.  Charleston 

. . 

• « 

.. 

2id. 

1015.  Boston 

• « 

• 

Id. 

Id. 

1016.  Callao.. 

Id. 

1074.  Caracas 

, , 

. . 

Id. 

1017.  Aleppo 

• • 

• 

Id. 

2d. 

1018.  Santos 

• • 

• 

2id. 

1076.  Calais  .. 

2d. 

1019.  Pirzeus 

• 

• • 

Id. 

1077.  Eio  Grande  do  Sul 

« • 

.. 

5id. 

1020.  Mogador 

• 

, , 

Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia 

« • 

.. 

2id. 

1021,  Adrianople 

• • 

• 

• • 

id. 

1079.  Brindisi 

• O 

• . 

2d.- 

1022.  Tripoli 

, , 

• # 

, , 

Id. 

1080.  New  York 

• • 

• • 

.. 

2d. 

1023.  Jerusalem 

• « 

Id. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

• • 

, , 

lid. 

1024.  Odessa 

• • 

• • 

6d. 

1082.  Frankfort 

, , 

4d. 

1025.  Genoa.. 

lid. 

lid. 

1026.  Kiungchow 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1084.  Tokio  .. 

• a 

• • 

,, 

lid. 

1027.  Batoum 

• « 

4id. 

1085.  Amsterdam 

• «« 

• • 

Id. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

* , 

Id. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

, • 

3d. 

1029.  Batavia 

, , 

• • 

» • 

Id. 

1087.  Bangkok 

. , 

id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

• • 

• * 

id. 

1088.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1031,  San  Jose 

• • 

• • 

. * 

Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai 

• • 

.. 

• • 

Id. 

1032.  Manila 

• • 

lid. 

1090.  Copenhagen 

• • 

. . 

• • 

id. 

1033.  Marseilles 

• • 

Id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

. , 

• • 

id. 

1034.  Swatow 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1092.  Bushire 

• • 

• • 

2d, 

1035.  Paris  .. 

Id. 

1093.  Tamsui 

1036.  Ichang 

• • 

• • 

5d. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

• • 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

• • 

Id. 

1095.  Port  Said 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

loss.  Foochow 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala 

, , 

.. 

.. 

id. 

1039.  Brest  . . 

Id. 

1097.  Chungking 

. . 

> , 

. . 

9d. 

1040.  Madeira 

, , 

id. 

1098.  Nagasaki 

. . 

. • 

.. 

Id. 

1041.  Antwerp 

,, 

, , 

lid. 

1099,  Constantinople 

. . 

, • 

2a. 

1042.  Taganrog 

, . 

, * 

, , 

2id. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres., 

• , 

• , 

id. 

1043.  Algiers 

2^d. 

1101.  Shanghai 

. . 

• * 

2d. 

1044.  Hankow 

• • 

lid. 

1102.  Jeddah 

, . 

• • 

id. 

1045.  Nantes 

1103-  Chicago 

* • 

.. 

3d. 

1046.  Belgrade 

, , 

2d. 

1104.  Erzeroum 

, , 

.. 

id. 

1047.  Fiume 

, , 

• • 

Id. 

1105,  Loanda 

, , 

, . 

.. 

3d. 

1048.  Wuhu,. 

Id. 

1106.  Macao., 

id. 

1049,  Cagliari 

• • 

Id. 

1107.  Canton 

, , 

. « 

.. 

Id. 

1050.  Erzeroum 

• • 

Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo 

• • 

.. 

lid. 

1051.  Syra  .. 

Id. 

1109.  Tunis  .. 

1052.  Cherbourg 

, * 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1110.  Sofia  ., 

3d. 

1053.  Lima,. 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei.. 

1054.  Bilbao 

• • 

lid. 

1112.  Athens 

, , 

. . 

. . 

2id. 

1055.  Cadiz.. 

2d. 

1113.  Alexandria 

. , 

. . 

2d. 

1056.  Corunna 

d • 

2id. 

1114.  Vienna 

, , 

. . 

Id. 

1057.  Saigon 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1116.  Stettin 

, , 

. . 

2pL 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

• • 

Id. 

1116.  Berno 

Id. 

1059.  Trebizond 

Id. 

1117.  Palermo 

. . 

.. 

. . 

2 id. 

1060.  Barcelona 

lid. 

1118.  Tokio  .. 

1061.  Tainan 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

.. 

.. 

3d. 
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SPAIN. 

TENEEIFFE. 


Consul  Harford  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Santa  Cruz^  Tenerife,  August  15,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  herewith 
enclosed  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Commerce  and  Trade  of  the 
Canary  Islands  during  the  past  year. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  S.  H.  HARFORD. 
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As  will  be  seen  from  this  report  the  export  trade  is  rapidly  General 
increasing,  that  to  England  alone  being  nearly  double  in  value  review  of 
the  export  of  1890.  The  import  trade  also  shows  considerable  trade  in  1891. 
improvement,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  importance  of  the 
islands  as  a health  resort  for  invalids  and  as  a coaling  station,  the 
future,  in  a commercial  point  of  view,  is  exceedingly  satisfactory. 


Shipping  and  Navigation, 


Considering  their  geographical  position,  and  that  since  the  Value  of  the 
ition  0 
(1401) 


invention  of  steamers  we  have  always  been  on  friendly  terms 


coaling 

station. 
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SPAIN. 


TT arbour 
works. 


Exports. 

The 

cultivation  of 
fruit  trees. 


Imports. 


Dairy 

farming. 


Exports. 

Lanzarote. 


with  Spain,  it  seems  strange  that  the  value  of  these  islands  as  a 
coaling  station  for  all  European  vessels  crossing  the  equator 
should  not  have  been  recognised  earlier  in  the  century.  That 
this  value  is  now  fully  appreciated  is  shown  by  the  almost  daily 
increase  in  the  shipping  returns,  and  should  this  increase  continue 
at  the  same  rate,  and  further  harbour  accommodation  be  required, 
the  natural  advantage  presented  in  the  Islands  of  Lanzarote  and 
Graciosa  will  probably  have  to  be  considered,  as  there  is  no  other 
place  in  either  the  eastern  or  western  group  where  a harbour 
could  possibly  be  formed  without  an  expenditure  which  would 
not  be  sanctioned. 

The  harbour  works  of  Teneriffe  and  Grand  Canary  have  made 
considerable  progress  ; at  the  latter  port  the  intra-insular  steamers 
now  always  load  and  embark  their  passengers  from  the  wharf, 
and  as  soon  as  the  wharf  at  Teneriffe  is  sufficiently  advanced  the 
same  plan  will  be  adopted,  at  present  there  being  room  only  for 
one  vessel  steamers  have  to  take  their  chance. 


Trad.e  and  Commerce, 

While  bananas,  potatoes,  and  tomatoes  still  form  the  most 
valuable  exports,  it  is  gratifying  to  notice  the  success  attendant 
on  the  growth  of  almonds,  as  it  may  encourage  farmers  to  plant 
and  cultivate  this  tree,  which,  like  the  fig,  has  hitherto  never  had 
the  slightest  care  or  attention  bestowed  on  it ; the  cultivation  of 
this  and  almost  every  other  northern  or  tropical  fruit,  while 
greatly  improving  the  appearance  of  the  country,  does  not 
interfere  with  the  production  of  vegetables,  as  wherever  farmers 
have  been  sufficiently  enterprising  as  to  plant  fruit  trees  they  are 
generally  utilised  as  divisions  for  fields,  or  on  the  roadside  in  com- 
bination with  the  aloe  and  cactus  to  form  hedgerows. 

The  import  trade  proves  the  enormous  drain  on  the  resources 
of  the  islands  by  the  increased  shipping,  and  the  number  of 
visitors  shows  great  improvement.  The  increase  in  value  of  the 
English  imports  will,  I should  think,  prove  gratifying  considering 
the  competition  we  have  to  contend  against. 

The  demand  for  fresh  meat  and  poultry  has  this  last  year  so 
far  exceeded  the  supply  that  tinned  pro\dsions  have  figured 
largely. 

In  every  hotel  bill  of  fare  this  demand  has  already  induced 
Englishmen  to  start  dairy  farming  in  this  island  and  Grand 
Canary,  and  I think  it  is  a matter  well  worth  the  consideration 
of  young  men,  who,  from  health  and  other  causes,  cannot  go  to 
our  colonies,  whether  there  is  not  here  a good  prospect  of  success 
in  this  line.  Of  course  all  farming  speculations  in  a new  country 
depend  much  on  circumstances,  but  as  I hear  that  the  dairy  farm 
in  Teneriffe  is  already  enlarging  its  premises,  the  results  hitherto, 
I suppose,  must  have  been  satisfactory. 

Lanzarote  and  Fuerteventura  trade  entirely  through  Grand 
Canary ; the  former  island  during  the  past  year  exported  to  the 


TEN  ERIFFE. 
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value  of  58,700/.,  the  principal  articles  being  onions  and 
tomatoes. 

The  value  of  the  export  trade  from  Fuerteventura  for  the  past  Puerteven- 
year  I have  not  been  able  to  obtain,  but  it  is  probably  about  half  tura. 
that  of  Lanzarote. 


Population  and  Industry. 


The  population  of  the  islands  is  as  under : — 


Teneriffe  . . 

Grand  Canary 

Palma 

Lanzarote 

Gomeia  .. 

Faerteventura 

Hierro 


Population. 

95.000 

75.000 

32.000 

16.000 
11,500 
11,000 

5,000 


The  increase  in  house  building  both  in  Teneriffe  and  Grand  Emigration. 
Canary,  while  proving  that  this  population  must  be  increasing, 
shows  also  that  emigration  is  not  on  a scale  sufficient  to  greatly 
affect  it.  Emigration  in  this  country  has  not,  however,  the 
meaning  that  it  has  with  us  ; the  Englishman  emigrates  with  the 
intention  of  settling,  the  Canario  has  no  such  idea,  and  I under- 
stand that  nearly  all  return  within  two  years. 

No  new  industries  have  been  commenced  since  my  last  Induiitries. 
report. 


PvMic  Worhs. 

The  breakwater  piers  at  Santa  Cruz,  Teneriffe,  and  La  Luz,  Breakwater  at 
Grand  Canary,  have  made  considerable  progress,  the  latter  already 
having  wharf  accommodation  for  several  large  steamers  to  load  at  ‘ ^ 
the  same  time.  The  works  at  Santa  Cruz  are  not  so  advanced, 
the  engineers  having  difficulties  to  contend  with  that  are  not 
found  at  La  Luz.  In  Teneriffe  the  water  deepens  suddenly,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  lay  the  blocks  of  concrete  systematically,  as  is 
done  in  Grand  Canary,  where  tlie  port  deepens  gradually,  and  all 
submarine  work  can  be  carried  on  with  ease  and  precision.  The 
working  expenses  also  at  Santa  Cruz  are  considerably  higher  than 
at  La  Luz. 

Road  making  in  both  islands  have  also  made  great  progress,  Eoad  making, 
and  the  small  seaport  village  of  St.  Andres,  about  five  miles  to  the 
north  of  Santa  Cruz,  will  shortly  be  connected  with  the 
capital. 

Works  for  lighting  Orotava  with  the  electric  light  are  already  Electric  light, 
in  construction,  and  projects  for  a similar  undertaking  for  Santa 
Cruz  are  in  consideration.  Orotava  has,  however,  the  great 
advantage  of  possessing  water-power,  wffiich  renders  their  specu- 
lation a certain  pecuniary  success,  while  the  necessity  of  using  coal 
for  the  capital  will  probably  prevent  any  immediate  adoption  of 
the  idea. 

(1401) 
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Electric  light  The  town  of  Santa  Cruz,  La  Palma,  will  also  be  lighted  with 
foi’Santa  Cruz,  electricity  ; here  again  there  is  no  difficulty,  the  town  being 
situated  on  the  side  of  a cliff,  and  abundant  water-power  at  their 
service. 

A concession  for  a railway  from  the  capital  to  Orotava  has 
been  granted  ; the  distance  is  25  miles,  but  the  line  decided  on 
will  cover  considerably  more  ground ; its  success  as  a speculation 
will  depend  principally  on  the  transport  of  tomatoes  and  the 
passenger  traffic. 

Several  new  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the  past  year, 
and  two  fires  have  occurred,  both  unattended  with  loss  of  life.  An 
enterprising  citizen  has  established  livery  stables,  and  good 
carriages  can  now  be  obtained  for  the  long  journeys.  It  is,  how- 
ever, much  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  no  street  carriages  in 
Las  Palmas,  Grand  Canary,  besides  the  tramway  (which  runs 
from  morning  to  night)  there  are  hundreds  of  light  vvaggonnettes 
and  basket  carriages  plying  for  hire  the  whole  day,  while  here  if 
a carriage  is  required  to  drive  out  to  dinner  the  only  resource  is 
to  engage  a landau  or  victoria  from  the  stable  at  a cost  of 
2 dol. 


La  Palma. 


Kailway. 


Buildings. 


Street 

carriages 


General  Remarks, 


nuSfer^'^^  Canary  Islands,  though  generally  represented  as  seven 

in  number,  comprise,  strictly  speaking,  10  inhabited  islands, 
Allegranza  and  De  Lobos  having  lighthouses,  and  Graciosa  a 
fish  drying  factory,  which,  although  at  the  present  moment  not 
used  as  such,  is  still  made  use  of  as  a summer  habitation  by 
fishermen  and  their  families. 

Allegranza.  Allegranza,  the  most  northern  of  the  group,  is  about  7 miles 

by  6 miles  ; the  coast  is  precipitous,  and  rises  in  the  interior  to 
about  1,800  feet.  There  is  apparently  no  vegetation,  and  the 
population  consists  of  the  lighthouse  keeper  and  a few  fishermen 
with  their  families. 

Graciosa.  Graciosa  is  a flat,  sandy  island,  about  4 miles  in  length,  with 

three  small  extinct  volcanoes,  and  is  separated  from  the 
northern  coast  of  Lanzarote  by  a channel  called  the  Straits  of 
Rio.  This  channel  has  an  average  depth  of  72  feet,  is  from  a 
mile  to  a mile  and  a half  wide,  and  could  be  easily  made  into  an 
excellent  harbour. 

Straits  of  Rio.  Scarcity  of  water  for  drinking  purposes  is  no  doubt  one  reason 
why  these  straits  have  not  been  considered  hitherto  as  worthy 
of  notice,  and  the  absence  of  any  kind  of  trade  except  salt  and 
fish  is  perhaps  another;  they  are,  however,  well  known  as  a safe 
anchorage  in  bad  weather,  and  should  the  very  probable  necessity 
arise  of  another  coaling  station  being  required,  the  position  of 
these  straits  and  the  advantages  they  offer  must  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

Lanzarote.  The  Island  of  Lanzarote  in  the  interior  is  of  extraordinary 

fertility,  fruit  especially  being  of  an  abnormal  size  and  flavour. 
A good  road  for  nearly  40  miles  runs  from  north  to  south,  and  it 
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possGvSses  two  springs  of  water.  The  harvests,  however,  are 
mainly  dependent  on  tlie  winter  rainfall,  capital  and  enterprise 
being  required  for  opening  up  tlie  springs  and  developing  their 
eapacity. 

On  the  south-west  side  of  the  island  there  is  a mountain  Montana  del 
called  Montana  del  Fuego  still  in  a semi-state  of  volcanic  activity, 
the  heat  at  3 inches  from  the  surface  being  sufficient  to  ignite 
wood ; that  the  mountain  is  gradually  cooling  down  is  evident,  as 
I was  shown  higher  points  now  quite  cold,  whence  only  a few 
years  ago  the  heat  was  equally  near  the  surface. 

It  is  estimated  that  since  last  September  5,000  visitors  have  Number  of 
arrived  in  these  islands.  Of  these  (owing  to  there  being  no  hotel  visitors, 
accommodation)  not  more  than  half-a-dozen  have  wintered  at  or 
near  Santa  Cruz ; this  want  of  a good  residential  hotel  near  the 
capital  is,  as  1 said  last  year,  much  to  be  regretted,  for  though 
the  erection  of  a hotel  in  the  town  itself  might  not  induce  Hotel  wanted 
invalids  to  remain,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  one  built  in  at  capital, 
tlie  pure  air  of  the  beautiful  environs  of  the  town  would  be  always 
full.  Hundreds  of  visitors,  most  of  whom  come  here  for  their 
health,  regard  the  long,  dusty  drive  to  Orotava,  or  the  crossing 
to  Grand  Canary,  with  dismay,  and  would  not  hesitate  to  remain 
if  only  they  could  obtain  proper  accommodation.  Asa  proof  of 
this,  the  only  English  boarding  house,  beautifully  situated  in 
gardens  about  half  a mile  from  ib.e  town,  is  full  nearly  all  the 
year ; but  as  the  proprietor  can  only  take  in  at  most  six  or  seven, 
the  only  resource  for  all  others  is  to  drive  to  Orotava  (25  miles), 
or  cross  to  Grand  Canary,  at  both  of  which  places  ample  and 
luxurious  accommodation  is  to  be  found.  In  climate  this  south- 
east side  of  the  island  is  in  winter  2 degrees  warmer  than  Orotava, 
and  though  for  a certain  class  of  invalid  this  may  not  be  desirable, 
for  others,  especially  asthmatic  patients,  the  climate  of  Santa 
Cruz  is  highly  recommended.  The  advantages  also  offered  in  Santa  Cruz, 
being  on  the  spot  to  receive  letters  on  arrival  of  the  mails  would 
be  to  many  alone  an  inducement  to  remain  here,  if  they  eould 
only  be  comfortably  lodged. 

Projects  and  plans  for  remedying  this  want  are  always  in  Projects  for 
consideration,  but  as  yet  nothing  is  decided  on.  hotel  building. 

The  building  at  Alta  Vista,  which  I mentioned  last  year  as  Hut  at  Alta 
being  in  the  course  of  construction  for  the  convenience  of  visitors  Vista  for 
wishing  to  ascend  the  peak,  is  now  sufficiently  finished  to  afford 
shelter  for  the  night.  The  house  is  divided  into  three  rooms — ascend  the 
for  ladies,  gentlemen,  and  the  guides— there  is  also  stabling  for  Peak  of 
the  mules  and  ponies.  The  best  months  for  making  the  ascent  ^eneriffe. 
are  June,  July,  and  August,  snow  often  appearing  on  the  summit 
at  the  end  of  September. 

The  eost  of  an  ascent  is  16  doh,  a pony  and  two  mules  being  Cost  of  the 
required  (one  of  which  carries  water  barrels  for  the  expedition),  ascent. 

There  is,  however,  nothing  (if  the  height — 12,180  feet — does 
not  affect  the  breathing)  to  prevent  any  strong  English  boy  from 
making  the  ascent  on  foot.  The  children  of  the  muleteers  often 
accompany  their  parents  at  7 or  8 years  of  age,  walking  the  entire 
distance  apparently  without  fatigue. 
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Exhibitions  at 
Tenerifie  and 
Grand 
Canary. 


Cigar  trade. 
Wine  trade. 


Almonds. 


Exhibition  at 

Grand 

Canary. 

Spring  of 
fresh  water 
below  high 
water  mark. 


In  the  month  of  May,  this  year,  exhibitions  of  the  manufac- 
tures and  productions  of  the  islands  were  held  at  Santa  Cruz, 
Teneriffe,  and  Las  Palmas,  Grand  Canary.  The  cigar  industry, 
which  may  be  said  to  have  its  headquarters  in  Teneriffe,  for 
variety  and  manufacture  was  the  most  remarkable  exhibit,  this 
industry  becomes  every  year  of  greater  importance,  and  Teneriffe 
cigars  are  now  exported  to  every  country  in  Europe. 

The  wine  trade,  which  in  consideration  of  its  prestige  held  the 
first  place  in  the  exhibition,  was  well  represented  in  an  artistic 
kiosk  erected  in  the  centre  of  the  hall  and  surmounted  by  the 
English  flag,  the  exhibitors  being  Messrs.  Hamilton  and  Co.,  of 
Teneriffe. 

Of  the  agricultural  productions  the  most  remarkable,  consider- 
ing the  time  of  year,  was  a branch  from  an  almond  tree  containing 
half  a dozen  green  almonds  of  an  extraordinary  size,  the  largest 
being  fully  3 inches  in  length  ; a box  containing  the  almonds  of 
last  year  from  the  same  farm  and  without  the  outer  husk  being 
exhibited  by  the  side  of  the  branch,  many  of  the  nuts  being 
nearly  as  large.  Whether  such  fruit  is  equal  in  quality  to  the 
ordinary  size,  or,  like  the  gigantic  walnuts  ot  South  Europe, 
almost  worthless,  is  probably  known  to  the  trade. 

The  exhibition  at  Las  Palmas  being  held  at  the  same  time  as 
the  one  at  Santa  Cruz  I was  unable  to  visit  it,  but  from  all 
accounts  it  was  equally  successful. 

A spring  of  fresh  water,  about  6 feet  below  high  water  mark, 
has  been  lately  discovered  9 miles  to  the  south  of  Santa  Cruz, 
Teneriffe.  It  is  to  be  hoped  measures  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
this  waste  as  water  on  this  side  of  the  island  is  invaluable.  The 
coast  in  the  neighbourhood  is  precipitous,  and  the  direction  of  the 
flow  once  ascertained,  it  ought  not  to  be  very  difficult  to  intercept 
it.  Not  long  ago  I visited  this  spot  with  Mr.  Vice-Consul  David- 
son, but  the  weather  did  not  permit  of  our  landing  to  test  the 
quality  of  the  water,  the  fishermen,  however,  speak  of  it  as 
excellent. 

With  a view  to  an  estimate  being  formed  of  the  comparative 
value  of  the  exports  from  the  eastern  and  western  groups,  I 
enclose  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Miller’s  return  of  the  eastern  group, 
which  being  deducted  from  the  general  return  will  show  the  value 
of  each  of  them. 
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Return  of  the  Principfil  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Canary 
Islands  during  the  Year  1891. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Almonds 

416,341 

£ 

14,365 

Cochineal  .. 

1,097,819 

85,896 

Wine  , . . . . . . . 

Gallons 

204,744 

16,230 

Rum  ..  .. 

« • • 

99,915 

16,895 

Tobacco . . . . , , 

91,317 

1,936 

Garden  produce 

,,  . . . . 

23,149,176 

76,068 

Other  goods 

•• 

66,466 

Total 

•• 

•• 

267,856 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Canary 
Islands  during  the  Year  1891. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coals 

a m 

£ 

Textile  goods,  all  kinds  . . . . 

Hardware  .. 

Glass  and  chin  aware  . . , . 

cS 

■S  00 

Provisions  and  stores 

-S  a 

Other  goods 

o 

0 2 

Total  

665,302 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  the  Canary  Islands  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Year  1891. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

England  and  colonies 

£ 

134,161 

£ 

338,822  ^ 

Spain  . . . . , , . . 

7,562 

47,923  / 1 

74,745  ^ 

France  ., 

26,273 

Germany  . . . . , . 

15,024 

91,023  U 

West  Indies,  Spanish 

47,295 

20,300 

Other  countries  ..  ..  .. 

37,541 

92,489 

Total  

267,856 

665,302 

Keturn  of  Articles  of  Export  from  Las  Palmas,  Grand  Canary,  during  the  Year  1891. 
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Approximate  Annual  Return  of  Staple  Produce  of  the  Island  of  Lanzarote. 
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1005.  The  Hague 

Price. 

lid. 

No. 

1063.  Old  Calabar  .. 

Price. 

id. 

1006.  Paraguay 

, , 

Ud. 

1064.  Samoa 

. . 

• • 

id. 

1007.  Constantinople 

• • 

lid. 

1065.  Tahiti.. 

Id. 

1008.  Rome  . . 

1066.  Chefoo 

, , 

6d. 

1009.  Mozambique . . 

• f 

Id. 

1067.  Gothenburg  .. 

2d. 

1010.  Wenchow 

,, 

Id. 

1068.  Buenos  xVyres 

. . 

Ud. 

1011.  Mogador 

2 id. 

1069.  Loanda 

. . 

. , 

Ud. 

1012.  Amoy 

• 

Id. 

1070.  Guatemala  . . 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1013.  Kiukiang 

, * 

Id. 

1071.  Zanzibar 

, , 

. , 

Id. 

1014.  Stettin 

« f 

lid. 

1072.  Charleston  .. 

.. 

2|d. 

1015.  Boston 

t • 

• • 

Id. 

1073.  Nice  .. 

Id. 

1016.  Callao.. 

• • 

Id. 

' 1074.  Caracas 

• • 

Id. 

1017.  Aleppo 

Id. 

! 1075.  Lisbon 

• • 

2d. 

1018.  Santos 

2id. 

1076.  Calais..  .. 

2d. 

1019.  Pirmus 

• • 

Id. 

! 1077,  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

• • 

, . 

5id. 

1020.  Mogador 

Id. 

j 1078.  Philadelphia. - 

• • 

• . 

2id. 

1021.  Adriauople 

. . 

,, 

id. 

1079.  Brindisi 

« • 

• • 

2d. 

1022.  Tripoli 

• 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

j 1080.  New  York 

• • 

, , 

2d 

1023.  Jerusalem 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

j 1081.  San  Francisco 

• « 

, , 

lid. 

1024.  Odessa 

• • 

• • 

6d. 

1082.  Frankfort 

,, 

4d. 

1025.  Genoa 

• 

• • 

Ud. 

1083.  Hiogo 

• • 

. . 

Ud. 

1026.  Kiungchow 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1084.  Tokio.. 

Ud. 

1027.  Batoum 

• • 

• • 

4id. 

1085.  Amsterdam  .. 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

* . 

• • 

Id. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

,, 

3d. 

1029.  Batavia 

, , 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1087.  Bangkok 

, , 

id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

id. 

1088.  Soul  .. 

Ud. 

1031.  San  Jose 

• • 

Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai  .. 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1032.  Manila 

• • 

• • 

* . 

lid. 

1090.  Copenhagen  . . 

• • 

• • 

id. 

1033.  Marseilles 

• • 

Id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

• • 

id. 

1034.  Swatow 

1092.  Bushire  .. 

• • 

• • 

2d. 

1035.  Paris  . . 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1093.  Tamsui 

Id. 

1036.  Ichang 

• • 

5d. 

1091.  Dunkirk  .. 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

t % 

• • 

Id. 

1095.  Port  Said  .. 

# • 

• • 

Id. 

1038.  Foochow 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala  .• 

• • 

t • 

id. 

1039.  Brest  . . 

Id. 

1097.  Chungking  •• 

• • 

9d. 

1040.  Madeira 

• • 

• • 

, , 

id. 

1098.  Nagasaki  .. 

« • 

Id. 

1041.  Antwerp 

• • 

, , 

Ud. 

1099.  Constantinople 

« • 

• • 

2d. 

1042.  Taganrog 

• • 

, , 

2^d. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

id. 

1043.  Algiers 

• • 

, , 

2H. 

1101.  Shanghai  .. 

• • 

• • 

2d. 

1044.  Hankow 

• ( 

Ud. 

1102.  Jeddah  *. 

id. 

1045.  Names 

• • 

Ud. 

1103.  Chicago 

• • 

• « 

8d. 

1046.  Belgrade 

, , 

, , 

2d. 

1104.  Erzeroum  .• 

• • 

id. 

1047.  Fiume 

Id. 

1105.  Loanda  .. 

• • 

3d. 

1048.  Wuhu.. 

• • 

Id. 

1106.  Macao  .. 

f • 

• • 

id. 

1049.  Cagliari 

• • 

Id. 

1107.  Canton  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1050.  Erzeroum 

, , 

Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo  .. 

Ud. 

1051.  S.yra  .. 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1 109.  '1  unis.,  . , 

Ud. 

1052.  Cherbourg 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1110.  Sofia  .. 

3d. 

1053.  Lima  . . 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei  •• 

, , 

, , 

lid. 

1054.  Bilbao 

Ud. 

1112.  Athens  .. 

, , 

, , 

2id. 

1055.  Cadiz  .. 

• • 

2d. 

1113.  Alexandria  .. 

, , 

2d. 

1056.  Corunna 

• • 

• • 

2id. 

1114.  Vienna  .. 

, , 

Id. 

1057.  Saigon 

• • 

• • 

Id 

1116.  Stettin 

, , 

, . 

2id. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

• • 

Id. 

1116.  Berne,,  .. 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1059.  Trebizond 

• • 

« • 

Id. 

1117.  Palermo  .. 

, , 

2id. 

1060.  Barcelona 

• • 

« • 

Ud. 

1118.  Tokio.. 

lid. 

1061.  Tainan 

Id. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

, , 

3d. 

1062.  Smyrna 

.. 

• • 

• « 

Ud. 

1120.  TenerifFe 

.. 

• • 

Id. 
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Mr.  Eyres  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  DaumsciiSy  August  18,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Eeport  on  the 
Trade  of  Damascus  for  the  year  1891. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  C.  A.  EYKES. 
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A report  on  the  commerce  of  Damascus  must  of  necessity 
be  of  a restricted  nature.  No  reliable  statistics  are  to  be 
obtained,  and  even  if  it  were  possible  to  procure  them  they  would 
be  valueless  for  purposes  of  information,  as  the  exports  and  im- 
ports are  included  in  the  statistics  of  Beyrout,  the  port  of 
Damascus.  As  matters  stand  the  returns  cannot  even  be  desig- 
nated as  approximate,  for  the  estimates  given  by  merchants,  even 
if  they  are  in  the  same  line  of  business,  differ  so  widely  that  the 
only  method  of  arriving  at  any  result  is  to  strike  the  average. 
In  addition  to  this  difficulty,  Damascus  is  not,  in  the  proper  sense 
(1404) 


Prefatory 

remarks. 


No  reliable 

statistics 

procurable. 


2 


TURKEY. 


Damascus  not 
a commercial 
town. 

Foreign 
exports  are 
of  no 

importance. 


Manchester 
cottons  the 
principal 
import. 


of  the  term,  a commercial  town  at  all ; it  is  industrial  and  agri- 
cultural, and  the  product  of  these  industries  and  of  its  agriculture 
are  principally  destined  for  home  consumption. 

Thus  on  examination  of  the  annexed  tables  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  total  value  of  exports  to  foreign  countries,  exclusive  of 
Turkey,  is  under  80,000/.,  while  the  exports  to  Turkey 
principally  consist  of  flour,  grain,  and  fruits,  supplied  to 
Beyrout  and  neighbouring  towns.  The  list  of  imports  demon- 
strates that  Damascus  is  practically  self-supplied,  as  far  as  the 
necessaries  of  life  are  concerned,  with  the  exception  of  one  class 
of  goods,  viz.,  Manchester  manufactures.  Even  these  goods  were 
in  former  times  home-made,  and  it  is  only  the  exceeding  cheapness 
of  British  cottons  that  enables  them  to  oust  the  native  article 
from  the  market. 

The  total  of  imports  amounts  to  523,000/.,  and  of  this  sum 
nearly  75,0001.  is  accredited  to  Turkey,  in  other  words,  is  the 
value  of  supplies  afforded  by  the  neighbouring  districts,  while 
England  imports  goods  to  the  value  of  223,000/.,  or  more  than 
two-fifths  of  the  total,  by  far  the  largest  proportion  of  which  con- 
sists of  Manchester  cottons.  Cloth,  rice,  petroleum,  and  sugar 
are  the  only  other  necessaries  of  daily  life  imported  to  any 
extent,  and  the  remainder  principally  consists  of  raw  material  for 
industrial  purposes,  c ^.,  raw  silk,  iron,  copper,  brass,  and  indigo. 
From  these  facts  it  is  manifest  that  no  great  fluctuations  can  take 
place  in  the  trade  of  Damascus,  and  that  if  a temporary  increase 
or  decrease  be  noted  in  one  year,  it  will  be  compensated  by  a 
corresponding  decrease  or  increase  the  next,  for  luxuries  are 
scarce,  and  the  necessaries  of  life  will  only  fluctuate  with  the 
population,  while  the  exports  depend  on  the  harvest,  which  rarely 
fails.  Hence  there  is  little  material  for  remark  or  matter  of 
interest  in  the  commerce  of  this  city. 


Population. 

No  census.  The  population  of  Damascus  and  its  suburbs  is  not  known, 

there  being  no  census  statistics,  but  taking  the  number  of  males 
registered  by  the  Ottoman  authorities,  Avith  a certain  percentage 
added,  as  the  registers  are  invariably  incomplete,  it  cannot  fall  far 
short  of  210,000  souls.  Of  this  number  it  may  be  roughly  com- 
. . puted  that  180,000  are  Moslems  and  30,000  of  other  religious.  It 
is  to  be  presumed  that  the  population  increases,  there  being  no 
obstacle  to  tiie  operation  of  natural  laws.  No  very  serious 
epidemic  has  visited  Damascus  for  many  years,  the  cholera  of  last 
year  having  l)een  of  a very  mild  character.  But  if  the  population 
increases  it  is  but  slowly,  as  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the 
old  walls  still  contain  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  popu- 
lation, the  he  uses  built  outside  being  very  few.  Still  houses  are 
yearly  becoming  more  clifticult  to  hire,  and  it  is  probably  only  the 
])Overty  of  the  place  and  the  low  rents  paid  by  natives  that  pre- 
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vent  land  proprietors  from  erecting  comfortable  dwellings  in  the 
gardens  elsewhere. 


Condition  of  the  People. 

The  poverty  of  the  Christians  and  Jews  in  this  town  is  Poverty  of 
certainly  remarkable.  Formeidy  the  principal  trade  and  wealth 
of  the  place  were  in  the  hands  of  these  classes,  but  of  late  years 
the  Moslems  have  absorbed  all  the  riches  of  the  city.  The  latter 
steadily  increase  in  wealth,  while  the  former  as  steadily  decline. 

This  state  of  things,  so  unusual  in  the  Levant,  is  due  to  the  loss 
of  the  through  trade  to  Baghdad,  to  the  difficulties  which  non-  Causes  of 
Moslems  encounter  in  the  conduct  of  business,  and  finally  to  the  poverty  of 
insolvency  of  the  Government.  The  repudiation  of  the  Damascus 
Bonds,  which  consisted  of  a loan  of  f>00,000Z.,  bearing  interest  at 
18  per  cent.,  and  raised  for  the  purpose  of  subsidising  the  pilgrim 
caravan,  was  a heavy  blow  to  Jews  and  Christians  who  held  the 
large  majority  of  these  Bonds.  At  the  time  of  writing,  however, 
there  is  some  hope  of  an  arrangement  being  made  with  the 
Ottoman  Government,  a Commission  having  been  appointed  to 
consider  the  question. 

As  the  Moslems  stand  in  the  ratio  of  six  to  one  to  the  non-  The  wealth  of 
Moslem  sects  it  follows,  from  what  I have  stated  above,  that  the  Damascus  on 
collective  wealth  of  Damascus  must  have  considerably  increased 
in  spite  of  the  losses  sustained  by  (ffiristians  and  Jews,  and  in 
proof  of  this  1 may  cite  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  living  has  during 
the  last  30  years  been  trebled.  Rents  also,  though  still  low, 
except  for  Europeans,  have  more  than  doubled  during  the  same 
period.  It  is  probable  that  Damascus  will  still  further  increase 
in  prosperity  in  view  of  the  railways  which  are  about  to  be  con- 
structed from  the  coast. 


Imports. 

From  the  annexed  tables  it  's  ill  be  perceived  that  the  imports 
for  the  two  years  1891-90  are  nearly  equal  in  value,  there  being 
a very  slight  diminution  in  1891.  As  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
things  a slight  increase  might  have  been  looked  for,  the  dimi-  Quarantine 
nution  may  be  ascribed  to  the  quarantine  applied  to  Beyrout  and  did  not  affect 
Damascus  on  account  of  cholera  during  the  latter  part  of  the  trade, 
year ; but  as  most  business  is  transacted  in  the  spring  and 
summer,  this  untoward  circumstance  did  not  materially  affect 
trade. 

There  is  little  that  calls  for  remark. 

Coloured  yarns  from  Germany,  &c.,  have  hitherto  been  im-  Decrease  in 
ported  in  greater  quantities  than  undyed  yarn  from  England,  but  import  of 
now  that  a considerable  dyeing  industry  has  sprung  up  in  this  coloured 
country,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  coloured  yarns  will  gradually 
cease  to  be  imported.  As,  however,  even  the  coloured  yarns  have 
(1404) 
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their  origin  in  England^  this  fact  will  not  affect  the  English 
merchant. 

The  importation  of  English  cloth  of  low  quality  and  price  is 
every  year  increasing,  cheapness  being  the  great  desideratum. 
Belgium  competes  with  France  in  this  class  of  goods  with  a cheap 
imitation  of  French  nouveautes.”  German  cloth  is  losing  its 
hold  on  this  market.  Of  the  total  imports  of  cloth  about  60  per 
cent,  comes  from  England,  8 per  cent,  from  France,  12  per  cent, 
from  Belgium,  10  per  cent,  from  Germany,  and  10  per  cent,  from 
Austria. 

Petroleum  is  now  imported  entirely  from  Batoum,  but  the 
quarantine  recently  established  at  that  port  may  cause  a modifica- 
tion as  regards  this  article  in  1892. 

Sugar  is  brought  chiefly  from  Austria,  being  cheaper  than 
French  sugar.  A small  quantity  of  crystallised  cane  sugar  is 
imported  from  Egypt. 

Hardware  is  imported  from  England  (chiefly  iron  bedsteads), 
Germany,  Belgium,  Austria,  and  France. 

Rice  is  chiefly  imported  from  Rangoon,  but  a certain  amount 
of  a superior  quality  is  brought  from  Japan  and  Genoa. 

Indigo  comes  from  India  and  raw  silk  from  China,  India, 
France,  and  the  Lebanon. 

Sundries  consist  of  marble  from  Italy,  nails  from  Belgium, 
pepper,  tea,  tin,  spermacetti,  clothing,  matches  from  Venice,  sacks 
from  Rangoon,  planks  from  Trieste  and  Caramania,  paper  from 
France  and  Austria,  glass,  provisions,  and  liquors. 

Under  the  head  of  England  is  included  imports  from  India  in 
Annex  3,  and  Egypt  is  included  under  Turkey. 

It  is  desirable  to  add  a warning  to  British  merchants  not  to 
grant  credit  to  native  firms  unless  assured  of  their  stability  by 
careful  inquiry. 


Exjports, 


Both  in  1891  and  in  1890  the  harvest  was  exceptionlly  good, 
but  the  produce  in  1891  was  slightly  in  excess  of  that  in  1890. 
This  is  visible  in  the  exports  of  flour,  apricots,  and  kernels.  The 
total  increase  in  1891  was  34,500/.,  or  17  per  cent.  A decrease 
in  the  export  of  grain  in  1891  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  dimi- 
nution in  the  requirements  of  Beyrout,  whither  the  grain  is 
carried. 

Liquorice  A small  export  of  liquorice  was  effected  in  1891,  whereas  in 

trade  doomed.  1890  the  article  does  not  figure  at  ail  in  the  returns;  but  this 
trade  is  doomed  by  the  discovery  of  liquorice  root  of  a superior 
quality  in  Asia  Minor  and  elsewhere. 

Wool.  Wool  is  exported  to  the  amount  of  3,875  bales,  or  about  970 

tons.  Of  this  quantity  80  tons  are  washed  and  sent  to  Italy,  250 
tons  are  sent  to  America  direct,  and  the  rest  (with  a very  small 
exception  to  Marseilles)  is  taken  to  Liverpool,  and  thence 
forwarded  to  America. 
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Tlie  apricot  crop  is  one  oF  tlie  principal  [jroducts  of  Dainascus.  Apricot  crop. 
It  is  estimated  that  in  a good  year  no  less  than  17,000  tons  of 
apricots  are  gathered  in.  Large  ([uaiitities  of  the  fresh  frnit  are 
sent  to  neighl)Ouring  towns  and  villages,  while  the  rest  is  dried  or 
made  into  paste  and  exported  to  Egypt,  1891  was  more  than  an 
average  year  for  this  crop,  and  the  returns  for  1891  show  an 
increase  in  the  export  of  dried  apricots,  apricot  paste,  and  kernels 
of  about  10,000^. 

The  hemp  harvest  is  also  a matter  of  considerable  importance  Hemp, 
to  this  district.  In  1891  the  crop  was  an  average  one,  and  some 
16,000/.  worth  of  ropes  was  exported  to  Egypt  and  Constantinople, 
whereas  in  1890  the  amount  was  24,000/. 

Sundries,  as  marked  in  the  table  of  exports,  consist  of  nuts,  Sundries, 
aniseed,  oil,  butter,  starch,  ropes,  tow,  madder,  bones,  rags,  &c. 


Industries. 

There  are  a considerable  number  of  important  industries  in 
Damascus,  of  which  the  principal  is  the  weaving  industry.  There 
are  some  2,000  hand  looms  for  cotton,  wool,  and  silk  weaving.  Weaving. 

The  cotton  looms  turn  out  calico,  curtains,  and  divan  covers, 
stockings,  sheets,  girdles,  surcingles,  the  stuff  used  for  the  long 
coats  (gumbaz)  worn  by  Moslems,  and  for  the  izars,”  or  cloaks, 
which  cover  the  native  women  from  head  to  foot.  A hand  loom 
can  turn  out  13  yards  of  striped  cotton  cloth  per  diem,  but 
the  average  day’s  work  does  not  exceed  7 yards.  Taking 
250  working  days  in  a year,  as  there  are  numerous  holidays,  the 
total  output  for  1,000  looms  would  amount  to  1,750,000  yards  per 
annum.  The  cotton  looms  are  constantly  at  work,  not  so  the 
wool  and  silk  looms ; but  yet  the  manufacture  of  cottoni,”  which 
is  a stuff  made  of  silk  and  cotton  for  upholstery,  of  puggarees, 
curtains,  tassels,  “izars,^’  and  handkerchiefs,  all  of  silk  or  silk  and 
cotton  mixed,  occupies  a large  proportion  of  the  working  classes. 

There  is  also  a small  amount  of  wool  stuffs  manufactured. 

Rope-making  also  gives  employment  to  a large  number  of  per-  Rope -making, 
sons,  as  also  ornamental-harness  and  saddle  making.  Harness  for 
mules  and  camels  is  made  of  wool,  leather,  and  ornamented  with 
beads  and  shells. 

There  are  also  a good  many  dyeing  establishments.  These  are  Dyeing, 
principally  engaged  in  dyeing  cotton  cloth  with  indigo  for  the 
clothing  of  the  poorer  class,  but  there  is  also  a considerable  busi- 
ness done  in  fancy^  colours  for  curtains,  ‘‘  izars, &c. 

Other  industries  are  hammered  iron  work,  copper  work,  orna- 
mental  brasswork,  and  mother-of-pearl  inlaid  work.  The  two  industries.'' 
latter  are  chiefly  supported  by  travellers,  who  pay  exorbitant  prices, 
and  who  have  spread  the  taste  for  these  articles  in  foreign 
countries,  with  the  result  that  last  year  some  9,000/.  worth  of 
brass  trays  and  inlaid  tables  was  exported. 
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Public  Works. 

The  railwaj’s  for  which  concessions  have  been  granted  are 
three,  viz.,  Beyrout  to  Damascus,  CaifFa  and  Acre  to  Damascus 
and  the  Hauran,  and  Damascus  to  the  Hauran.  These  enterprises 
are  just  now  exciting  great  interest  among  the  public.  The  only 
railway  on  which  the  works  have  been  begun  is  that  undertaken 
by  a Belgian  Company  from  Damascus  to  Mezerib  in  the  Hauran, 
a distance  of  nearly  70  miles.  Already  some  30  kiloms.  have  been 
laid  down,  and  the  work  is  being  pushed  on  with  great  rapidity, 
principally  with  a view  to  discouraging  the  railway  projected  by 
an  English  Company  from  CaifPa  and  Acre  to  Damascus,  as  the 
Belgian  Company  is  connected  with  the  French  Company,  which 
is  about  to  engineer  the  railway  from  Beyrout,  conflicting 
interests  are  at  work. 

Beyrout,  the  financial  centre  of  Syra,  is  most  anxious  to 
maintain  its  position  as  the  principal  port  of  Syra,  while  it  is 
clear  that  its  supremacy  will  be  seriously  threatened  by  the  con- 
struction of  a port  at  Caiffa  and  an  ordinary  gauge  railway  from 
Caiffa  to  Damascus.  This  railway  will  tap  the  Hauran,  the  great 
granary  of  Syra,  and,  as  I understand,  the  promoters  are  in  no 
way  discouraged  by  the  narrow  gauge  Belgian  railway  (tramway 
a vapeur),  which  will  not  in  any  sense  damage  their  prospects, 
as  it  passes  over  a different  line  of  country.  But  the  competition 
between  the  Beyrout  and  Caiffa  Companies  will  no  doubt  be 
severe,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  English  Company, 
which  has  nothing  but  commercial  interests  in  view,  will  prose- 
cute its  enterprise  under  the  present  conditions.  However,  the 
natural  difficulties  which  the  Beyrout  Railway  (also  a narrow 
gauge  tramway  a vapeur)  has  to  surmount  will  militate  very 
strongly  against  its  chances.  It  has  to  cross  heights  of  over  5,000 
feet,  and  to  pass  through  a country  for  the  most  part  destitute 
of  cultivation ; it  has  to  make  use  of  the  ‘‘  cremaillere  ” system, 
the  working  of  which  is  expensive,  and  it  is  being  made  with  the 
object  of  maintaining  an  artificial  supremacy,  which  is  opposed  to 
the  natural  order  of  things  and  to  the  facts  of  geography.  The 
Caiffa  Railway,  on  the  other  hand,  runs  along  a i»lain  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  way,  there  being  no  engineering  difficulties  to 
overcome,  except  the  crossing  of  the  Jordan  and  the  ascent  of  600 
feet  to  the  plateau  of  Hauran.  The  main  export  of  the  district  is 
grain,  and  Caiffa  is  the  natural  port  of  the  Hauran.  The  work- 
ing expenses,  though  the  gauge  is  to  be  that  which  obtains  in 
England,  will  be  less  than  those  of  the  Beyrout  Company,  and  the 
prospects  of  trade  better.  Under  any  circumstances,  it  is  scarcely 
conceivable  that  the  Beyrout-Damascus  Company  can  pay  its  way, 
much  less  afford  interest  to  its  shareholders ; but  under  the  stress 
of  competition  it  must  be  a failure  on  a grand  scale. 

A carriage  road  has  been  undertaken  from  Damascus  to 
Homs,  a long-felt  want.  As  this  road  has  been  taken  over  by 
contractors  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  not  meet  with  the 
ordinary  fate  of  such  projects  in  this  district,  the  roads  to  the 
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•Hauran  and  to  Homs  from  Baalbcc,  both  of  which  have  been 
long  ago  dropped,  while  the  parts  wliich  were  constructed  have 
fallen  into  disrepair. 


Annex  1. — Retukn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to 
Damascus  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Yarn 

Bales 

2,150 

£ 

45,000 

2,600 

£ 

56,000 

T-doths,  Ac 

Pieces 

240,000 

92,000 

310,000 

117,430 

Prints  

Bales 

65 

4,000 

70 

4,300 

Woollens  

619 

25,100 

535 

23,700 

Silk  and  muslin  manufactures 

Cases 

130 

7,880 

185 

10,Si0 

Fezzes  

Bales 

92 

7,200 

70 

5,470 

Haw  silk  

873 

72,000 

650 

43,500 

Indigo  

Cases 

205 

11,200 

170 

9,800 

Kice 

Cwts. 

41,520 

34,000 

37,870 

36,000 

Petroleum 

Cases 

42,000 

13,597 

43,000 

13,939 

Coffee  

Cwts. 

4,375 

25,180 

3,500 

20,150 

Sugar  

42,500 

21,250 

51,150 

38,150 

44,892 

Salt 

7,640 

23,125 

8,320 

Iron 

Tons 

675 

8,000 

559 

6,800 

Leather  

Bales 

1,150 

14,000 

800 

9,700 

Hardware 

Cases 

1,500 

20,000 

2,000 

26,500 

Drugs  

8,000 

7,400 

Skins  

Bales 

“'330 

13,400 

”’300 

12.100 

Copper  and  brass 

Tons 

90 

6,000 

80 

6,800 

Sundries  

58,000 

... 

62,000 

Total  

... 

523,347 

525,711 

Annex  2. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Damascus  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Flour  

Cwts. 

125,000 

£ 

53,960 

147,975 

£ 

56,200 

Grain  

20,000 

8,000 

Wool 

Bales 

S,’875 

24,000 

2[900 

22,560 

Silk  and  cotton  fabrics 

1,350 

12,000 

1,700 

15,870 

Apricot  paste 

Cwts. 

27,500 

16,000 

20,130 

14,450 

Dried  apricots 

7,500 

16,200 

5,000 

10,160 

Baisins  

>) 

1,500 

1,200 

3,750 

2,960 

Apricot  kernels  ... 

7,000 

9,440 

7,512 

7,566 

Curtains  and  divan  covers 

Bales 

350 

4,000 

250 

2,850 

Brass  and  inlaid  work 

Cases 

300 

8,900 

240 

7,300 

Liquorice  

Cwts. 

8,400 

2,000 

Skins  

40,000 

3,000 

45*000 

*3140" 

Biscuits  

Cwts. 

10,000 

6,000 

5,000 

3,200 

Fruits  

10,000 

6,000 

10,000 

6,000 

Sundries  

... 

67,400 

65,150 

Total 

... 

250,100 

215,666 
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Annex  3. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  Damascus  and  Imported  to  Damascus  from 
and  to  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Country. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Austria  . . 

6,385  I 

7,156 

46,700 

41,470 

Belgium  . . . . i 

, , 

* , 

11,640 

14,660 

England 

18,225 

15,075  ! 

223,110 

223,350 

France  . . . . . . i 

13,685 

12,195  j 

72,450 

57,864 

Germany 

5,880 

7,590  i 

23,800 

27,400 

Italy  . . . . . . i 

5,310 

4,590 

27,300 

32,500 

Bussia  . . . . . . 

' 

• • 

13,597 

13,939 

Switzerland 

, , 

1 11,000 

13,500 

Turkey  . . 

171,185 

153,295 

74,640 

62,375 

Other  countries 

29,430 

15,365 

19,110 

38,653 

Total 

250,100 

215,666 

523,347 

525,711 
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lOUO.  Buenos  Ayres 

, , 

61. 

1061.  Tainan 

Id. 

1001.  Baltimore  . . 

H-d. 

1062.  Smyrna 

l|d. 

1002.  Taganrog 

Id. 

1063.  Old  Calabar. . 

id. 

100  Riga  . . 

. , 

2J. 

106  t.  Samoa 

Id. 

1004.  Bordeaux 

21d. 

1065.  Taliiti 

19. 

1005.  The  Hague  . . 

DJ. 

1066.  Chefoo 

6d. 

1 UOG.  Paraguay 

, , 

Hd. 

1067.  Gothenburg. . 

2d. 

1007.  Constantinople 

U-d. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

l|d. 

1008.  Rome 

Id. 

1069.  Loanda 

Ikl. 

1009.  Mozambique 

Id. 

1070.  Guatemala  . . 

id. 

1010.  Wenchow 

Id. 

1071.  Zanzibar 

Id. 

1011.  Mogador 

2 Id. 

1072.  Charleston  . . 

2|d. 

1012.  Amoy 

Id. 

1073.  Nice  . . 

Id. 

1013.  Kiukiang 

, 

Id. 

1074.  Caracas 

Id. 

1014.  Stettin 

1-id. 

1075.  Lisbon 

2J. 

1015.  Boston 

id. 

1076.  Calais 

2d. 

1016.  Callao 

• 

Id. 

1077.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul. . 

5|d. 

1017.  Aleppo 

. . 

Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia 

2 Id. 

1018.  Santos 

, , 

• • 

2 Id. 

1079.  Brindisi 

2d. 

1019.  Piraeus 

• 

Id. 

1080.  New  A'ork  . . 

2d. 

1020.  Mogador 

Id. 

1081.  San  Franeisco 

l|d. 

1021.  Adrianople  .. 

Id. 

1082.  Frankfort 

4d. 

1022.  Tripoli 

Id. 

1083.  Hiogo 

l|d. 

1023.  Jerusalem  .. 

. 

Id. 

1084.  Tokio 

Ikl. 

1024.  Odessa 

6d. 

1085.  Amsterdam  . . 

Id. 

1025.  Genoa 

l|d. 

1086.  San  Franeisco 

3d. 

1026.  Kiungchow  . . 

Id. 

1087.  Bangkok 

Id. 

1027.  Batoum 

4 Id. 

1088.  Soul  . . 

l|d. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai  . . 

Id. 

1029.  Batavia 

• . 

Id. 

1090.  Copenhagen . . 

Id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

Id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

Id. 

1031.  San  dose 

Id. 

1092.  Bushiro 

2d. 

1032.  Manila 

l|d. 

1093.  Tamsui 

Id. 

1033.  Marseilles  . . 

Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

Id. 

1034.  Svvatow 

, . 

Id. 

1095.  Port  Said 

Id. 

1035.  Paris  . . 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala  . . 

Id. 

1036.  Tchang 

. , 

5d. 

] 097.  Chungking  . , 

9d. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

Id. 

1093.  Nagasaki 

Id. 

1038.  Foochow 

Id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

2d. 

1039.  Brest 

Id. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

Id. 

1040.  Madeira 

Id. 

1101.  Shanghai 

2d. 

1041.  Antwerp 

lid. 

1102.  Jeddah 

Id. 

1012.  Taganrog  .. 

• • 

2|d. 

1103.  Cliicago  .. 

'i  * 

3d. 

1043.  Algiers 

2|d. 

1104.  Erzeroum  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1011.  Hankow 

l|d. 

1105.  Loavada 

« « 

3d. 

1045.  Nantes 

l|d. 

1106.  Macao 

Id. 

1046.  Belgrade 

2d. 

1107.  Canton 

Id. 

1017.  Fiume 

Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo.. 

lid. 

1048.  Wuhu 

Id. 

1109.  Tunis  .. 

l|d. 

1049.  Cagliari 

Id. 

1110.  Sofia.. 

3d. 

1050.  Erzeroum  .. 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei 

l|d. 

1051.  Syra  . . 

Id. 

1112.  Athens  .. 

2|d. 

1052.  Cherbourg  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1113.  Alexandria  .. 

2d. 

1053.  Lima 

Id. 

1114.  Vienna 

• • 

Id. 

1054.  Bilbao 

l|d. 

1115.  Stettin 

• $ 

2 Id. 

1055.  Cadiz 

2d. 

1116.  Berne 

t • 

Id. 

1056.  Corunna 

2 id. 

1117.  Palermo 

2|d. 

1057.  Saigon 

Id. 

1118.  Tokio 

i|d. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

Id. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

3d. 

1059.  Trebizond  . . 

« • 

Id. 

1120.  Teneriffo 

Id. 

1060.  Barcelona  . . 

• . 

l|d. 

1121.  Damascus  .. 

Id. 
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Consul  Haritcell  to  the  .Earl  of  Roseheru. 

My  Lord,  Naples.,  August  19,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  hereAvith  to  your  Lordship 
my  Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  this  Consular 
District  for  the  year  1891,  together  with  Reports  for  the  same 
year  received  from  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Berner  on  the  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  Bari,  from  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Parlender  on  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  Barletta,  from  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Kerrich 
on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Reggio  (Calabria),  and  Returns 
of  Shipping  and  of  Exports  and  Imports  forwarded  to  me  by 
Mr.  Vice-Consul  Drinkwater  at  Castellamare  di  Stabia. 

1 have,  &c., 

(Signed)  E.  H.  B.  HARTWELL. 
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Inipoi-t.s  and  E.rports. 

Tlie  total  value  of  Imports  iu  the  year  1891  was  6,558,601/., 
showing  a decrease  in  quantity  of  68,142  tons,  and  an  increase 
of  value  of  1,558,227/.  compared  with  the  previous  year,  this 
discrepancy  arises  from  a large  import  of  silver  coin  from 
France  and  the  United  States,  amounting  to  2,208,005/.  The 
Exports  were  of  the  total  value  of  1,151,264/.,  showing  a 
decrease  of  38,123/.  against  the  previous  year. 

Particulars  are  given  in  the  annexed  tables  B and  C. 


Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Naples  during 
the  years  1891  and  1890. 


Articles. 

1891. 

i8:o. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine,  oil  and  spirits 

Gallons  ... 

2,110,438 

£ 

212,799 

2,425,164 

£ 

143,619 

Drugs,  colonials  and  tobacco 

Tons 

3,361 

195,944 

2,727 

179,629 

Chemicals,  medicine  and  per- 

** 

4,605 

96,273 

4,420 

94,062 

fumery. 

Colours  and  dyes  

1,276 

43,847 

1,549 

70,407 

Hemp,  flax,  and  manufactures  of 

779 

59,531 

939 

62,909 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of 

,, 

4,425 

399,960 

6,395 

592,542 

Wool,  hair,  and  manufactures  of  ... 

... 

780 

289,229 

759 

313,169 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of 

Timber  and  straw  

M 

30 

97,571 

32 

1 15,237 

,, 

23,272 

588,916 

23,145 

661 

548,550 

Paper  and  books  

1,060 

37,531 

30,453 

Curriery  

2,110 

217,752 

3,577 

20,109 

297,373 

Metals 

,, 

22,864 

471,821 

543,773 

Stones,  earthenware  and  gla»s 

... 

418,287 

478,838 

397,774 

482,452 

Cereals 

... 

61,037 

857,394 

149,210 

1,156,462 

Live  animals  and  animal  produce... 

ft  ... 

7,451 

230  518 

8,172 

278,513 

Sundries  

167 

57,084 

177 

68,491 

Precious  metals  and  specie 

j) 

1 

2 

2,223,593 

1 

22,728 

Total  

551,5041 

6,558,601 

619,646^ 

5,000,374 

Annex  B. — Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Naples  during  the  years  1891  and  1890. 


Articles. 

! 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine,  oil  and  spirits 

Gallons  ... 

1,876,370 

£ 

141,771 

4,141,184 

£ 

248,261 

Drugs,  colonials  and  tobacco 

Tons 

69 

5,959 

179 

15,578 

Chemicals,  medicine  and  per- 

,, 

4,590 

203,325 

3,214 

189,093 

fumery. 

Colours  and  dyes  

28 

6,376 

76 

2,675 

Hemp,  flax,  and  manufactures  of 

5,219 

188,935 

6,190 

171,518 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of 

163 

8,997 

33,842 

12 

2,127 

Wool,  hair,  and  manufactures  of  ... 

311 

232 

25,537 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of 

,, 

4,475 

H 

6,103 

Timber  and  straw  

,, 

5,.320 

24,868 

1,164 

13,948 

Paper  and  books  

,, 

2,582 

41,316 

1,984 

30,573 

Curriery  

,, 

1,530 

101,724 

272 

48,036 

Metals 

,, 

193 

29.979 

102 

14,875 

Stone,  earthenware  and  glass 

3,291 

7,168 

3,806 

27,967 

Cereals 

>» 

10,124 

111,483 

12,337 

147,3.58 

Live  animals  and  animal  produce... 

397 

224,114 

332 

233,977 

Sundries  

n 

229 

13,932 

170 

12,761 

Total  

31,0475«j 

1,151,264 

29,071 

1,189,387 
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Annex  C.— Table  shoAving*  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Naples  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  years  1891  and  1890. 


Countrv. 


rreat  Britain 


ranee 

nited  States  of 
South  America 
Lgypt 
Belgium 
^.—^ustria 
^rmany 
Africa 
Turkey 
Spain 

.——Holland 
Greece 
Switzerland 


Koumania . 

Sweden  and  Norway 
Other  countries  • • 


imeric 


Exports. 


■Total 


1891. 


£ 

276,009 

323,086 

237,177 

53,215 

42,715 

41,784 

31,800 

53,250 

21,985 

23,258 

5,165 

20,244 

8,986 

1,267 

1,532 

’*559 

9,232 


1,151,264 


1890. 


£ 

246,218 

277,103 

217,077 

179,683 

33.663 
48,055 
41,335 
34,571 
35,750 

11.664 
4,367 

32,072 

10,942 

926 

1,725 

946 

220 

13,070 


1,189,387 


Imports. 


1891. 


£ 

1,521,202 

2,596,851 

450,847 

71,208 

72,141 

54,331 

510,062 

321,756 

32,216 

338,446 

10,524 

76,229 

53,741 

59,300 

87,188 

239,524 

39,858 

23,177 


6,558,601 


1890. 


£ 

1,695,054 

591,056 

240,844 

59,147 

17,661 

68,597 

644,002 

388,537 

10,026 

271,395 

2,349 

79,867 

47,575 

71,558 

275,051 

468,782 

63,792 

5,081 


5,000,374 


As  compared  to  last  Report,  the  following  quantities  of  Imports  of 
cod-fish  and  stock-fish  were  imported  into  Naples  during  the  cod-fish  and 
year  from  September,  1891,  to  Easter,  1892  : — s oc  s i. 


Quality. 

1891-92. 

1890-91. 

Quintals. 

Quintals. 

Gaspe  . . 

14,100 

13,222 

Shore  . . 

21,000 

7,494 

Labrador  . . . . . . . . 

27,000 

20,440 

Norwegian 

24.000 

17.000 

31,050 

Frencli  '. . ..  ..  .. 

25,547 

Total  . • 

103,100 

97,753 

About  21,000  quintals  of  Norwegian  stock-fish  were  Norwegian 
imported  into  this  market  during  the  same  period.  stock-fish. 

There  was  a falling  off  in  the  importation  of  Norwegian  Norwegian 
fish  owing  to  the  price  having  been  exceedingly  high,  about 
1/.  7s.  per  English  quintal. 

(1399) 
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Shore*fish. 


Gaspe. 


Labrador. 

F I’ciK  li  fish. 
Coffee. 


Su£?ar  and 
molasses. 


Metals. 


Cereals. 


Shipping  and 
navigation. 

Total 

shipping. 

iBritish 

vessels. 


Lines  of 

British 

steamers. 


Where  Newfoundland  shore-fish  was  obtainable  at  about 
U.  2s.,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  importation  over  the 
preceding  year. 

The  importation  of  Gaspe  fish  remained  about  the  same 
as  last  year,  the  prices  ruling  between  11.  to  1/.  Is.  per 
quintal. 

A small  increase  in  the  importation  of  this  quality  was 
experienced  at  prices  ranging  from  18^.  down  to  Ids.,  owing 
to  a falling  off  in  the  importation  of  French  fish,  the  price  of 
which  was  1/.  2^.  per  quintal. 

The  total  importation  of  this  article  was  1,231  tons,  valued 
at  113,235/.,  of  which  769  tons,  value  70,718/.,  were  imported 
from  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies;  against  782  tons,  value 
68,850/.  of  the  previous  year.  (The  quintal  amounts  to  220,45 
avoirdupois.) 

The  total  import  of  these  articles  was  514  tons,  valued  at 
7,131/.,  as  compared  to  670  tons,  valued  at  9,258/.,  in  tlie 
previous  year.  Great.  Britain  and  her  (Colonies  contributed 
269  tons,  valued  at  3,683/.,  during  the  year  1891. 

The  importation  of  iron  from  Great  Britain  shows  a slight 
decrease  in  value,  viz.,  1,083/.,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

The  importation  of  cereals  in  the  year  1891,  compared  to 
the  previous  year,  has  diminished  by  88  tons,  value  2,991/. 

The  following  countries  have  chiefly  supplied  this  com- 
modity, viz. - 


Country. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Tons. 

£ 

Britisli  possessions  . , 

11,131 

128,400 

Turkey  and  Egypt  . . . , . . 

26,223 

321,167 

Boumania  . . . . . . . . 

27.251 

239,523 

Russia . . . . . , . . . . 

9,709 

85,589 

Greece  . . . , . . 

4,395 

39,478 

Shipping  and  Navigation. 

The  total  number  of  v essels  of  all  nations  that  entered  the 
Port  of  Naples  during  the  year  1891  was  6,881,  measuring 
2,363,979  tons.  The  number  of  British  vessels  that  entered 
the  Port  of  Naples  during  the  year  1891  was  548,  measur- 
ing (net  registered  tonnage)  835,789  tons,  showing  a decrease, 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  of  31  vessels  and  42,842 
tons. 

'Phe  following  are  the  lines  of  British  steamers  visiting  the 
Port  of  Naples : — 

Ihe  Anchor  Line. — Glasgow  and  Naples,  thence  to  Now 
York  ; about  four  sailings  a month. 

The  British  and  Burmese  TAnc. — Glasgow,  Tfiverpool.  ami 
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Rangoon,  and  back  to  United  Kingdom,  calling  at  Naples 
whenever  passengers  wanting  to  land  or  embark  at  this  port 
offer;  sailings  about  every  three  Aveeks  outward  and  home- 
ward. 

Tlie  Ih'itlsh  India  Line. — London,  Naples,  Port  Said,  Aden, 

Colombo,  ^ladras,  and  Calcutta,  fortnightly  each  Avay  ; London, 

Naples,  Port  Said,  Aden,  Batavia,  and  Queensland  Ports,  four 
Aveekly  each  Avay. 

The  Cunavd  Line. — LiA^erpool,  Naples,  Adriatic,  and  Grecian 
ports,  fortnightly. 

The  General  Steam  Navigation  Company's  Line. — London, 

Naples,  and  Italian  ports,  fovtnightly. 

The  Glynn  Line, — Liverpool,  Naples,  and  Italian  ports,  fort- 
nightly. 

The  Italo-Britannica  Royal  Mail  Steam  Navigation  Company  s 
Line. — London,  Naples,  and  Italian  ports,  three  times  a )iionth. 

The  McCracken  Fenwick  Company's  Line. — London,  Naples, 
and  Italian  ports,  fortnightly. 

F.  Leyland  and  Company  s lAne. — Liverpool,  Naples,  and 
Adriatic  ports,  fortnightly. 

The  Peninsula  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company's 
steamers  call  at  Naples  fortnightly  on  their  outward-bound 
journey  between  the  months  of  September  and  April.  This 
company  has  noAv  a direct  fortnightly  service  betAveen  Naples 
and  Alexandria. 

The  Orient  LAne. — London,  Plymouth,  Gibraltar,  Naples, 

Port  Said,  Colombo,  Adelaide,  Melbourne,  and  Sydney,  and  Auce 
A'ersa,  fortnightly,  landing  and  embarking  the  mails  to  and  from 
Australia  at  Naples. 

The  Wilson  Tmne. — Hull,  Naples,  and  Italian  ports,  fort- 
nightly. 

The  Ministry  of  Public  Works  has  named  a Committee  to  Ilarbom- 
examiDe  the  proposals  for  the  construction  of  two  large  dry  accommoda- 
docks  in  the  port  of  Naples. 

The  principal  dimensions  of  the  two  docks  are,  for  No.  1 
Dock,  length,  125  metres  ; breadth,  32  metres  ; depth,  10 
metres  : for  No.  2 Dock,  length,  150  metres;  breadth,  24  metres ; 
depth,  8*50  metres. 


Engineering 

establisli- 

ments. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Naples  in  the 

year  1891. 

Enteked. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

19 

2,379 

529 

83.3,410 

548 

835,789 

Italian  

4,493 

196,208 

1,526 

1,058,529 

6,019 

1,2.54,737 

French  

120 

129,159 

120 

129,159 

German  

1 CO 

69,186 

60 

69,186 

N orwegian  

’4 

l',’238 

26 

15,734 

30 

16,972 

Danish  

4 

594 

15 

1.3,516 

19 

14,110 

Other  Nations 

33 

3,396 

52 

40,630 

85 

44,026 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

4,553 

203,815 

2,328 

2,160,164 

6,881 

2,363,979 

3,351 

235,189 

2,356 

2,186,189 

5,707 

2,421,358 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

21 

2,171  1 

522 

857,132 

543 

859,303 

Italian  

4,115 

198,103 

1,535 

1,054,994 

5,650 

1,253,097 

French  

114 

143,564 

114 

143,564 

German  

61 

68,561 

61 

1 68,561 

Norwegian  

”2 

'4O6 

30 

18,159 

32  j 

18,565 

Danish  

4 

603 

16 

10,  .309 

20  ! 

10,912 

Other  Nations 

37 

9,768  1 

52 

39,760 

89 

49,528 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

4,179 

211,051 

2,330 

2,192,479 

6,509 

2,403,530 

3,934 

205,140 

2,308 

2,146,761 

6,242 

2,351,901 

The  “ Societa  Industriale  Napoletana,”  Hawthorn-Gnppy, 
have,  during  the  year  1891,  completed  and  consigned  to  the 
Italian  Government,  after  very  successful  trials,  the  machinery 
of  the  Italian  cruiser  “ Iride,”  4,000  i.h.p.,  obtaining  over  this 
an  excess  of  240  h.p.  The  6,500  i.h.p.  engines  have  been 
fitted  on  board  the  cruiser  “ Lombardia,”  and  the  mooring- 
trials  of  this  vessel  have  been  completed ; the  backward  state 
of  the  armament  prevents  the  sea  trials  being  proceeded  with. 

The  delivery  of  the  steering,  windlass  engines,  capstans,  &c., 
for  the  ironclad  “ Sardegna,”  has  been  made,  and  similar 
machinery  has  been  partly  completed  for  the  ironclad  “ Sicilia.” 

The  machinery  of  the  “ Tersicore,”  similar  to  that  of  the 
“Iride”  above  referred  to,  has  now  been  placed  on  board,  and 
the  engines  for  the  “ Ell3a,”  of  6,500  i.h.p.,  and  duplicates  of 
the  “ Lombardia”  design  are  well  advanced  in  the  shop. 

Various  small  contracts  for  Government  have  been  executed, 
but  for  private  firms  very  little  has  been  done,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a large  horizontal  mill  engine  of  150  i.h.p. 
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This  firm  lias  bceu  engaged  on  Italian  Government  con- 
tracts for  the  construction  of  naval  and  military  material, 
heavy  guns  of  various  calibres,  and  gun  carriages,  also  work 
done  on  board  the  Italian  ironclads  “ lie  Umberto  ” and  the 
‘‘  Andrea  Doria.” 

The  number  of  workmen  employed  in  the  establishment  has 
been  reduced  from  1,200  to  900  hands,  who  are  chiefly  Italians. 


Population  of  Na2)les. 

The  estimated  increase  in  the  population  of  Naples  during 
the  year  1891  Avas  5,013.  The  total  population,  as  returned  by 
the  municipal  authorities,  was  527,586.  The  births  were  18,074, 
and  the  deaths  14,216,  as  Avill  be  gathered  from  the  annexed 
statement.  The  average  death-rate  per  1,000  residents  is  stated 
officially  at  26*9  in  the  year  1891,  against  27*3  in  the  previous 
year. 


Sir  W.  a. 
Armstrong, 
Mitcliell,  and 
Co.,  Limited. 
Pozziioli. 


Births  and 
deaths. 
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Not  included  in  the  average  death-rate. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Number  of 
deaths. 

Percentage 
on  total 
number  of 
deaths. 

Diseases  of  the  fcetus  and  congenital  malformations  . . 

221 

1 -43 

Small-pox  . . 

..1 

175 

1*15 

Measles 

..  1 

9G 

0-64 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

. . 1 

GO 

0-49 

Erysipelas  . . 

50 

0 35 

Typhoid  fever  . . . . ' . . 

105 

0-70 

Diphtheria  and  diphtheric  croup 

181 

1 -22 

Whooping-cough  . . 

14 

0-09 

Malaria  fever 

» • • • 

25 

0 TG 

Dysentery  . . 

52 

0-35 

Svphilis 

148 

1-00 

Septicaemia,  pyaemia,  blood  poisoning 

71 

0-4G 

General  tuberculosis 

159 

1-05 

,,  scrofula  . . 

..  1 

34 

0-23 

Anaemia 

• . . 

• • • • 

65 

0-44 

Marasmus-senile  wasting. . 

1 G20 

4 10 

Diabetes  mellitus  . . 

i 14 

0-09 

Malignant  tumours 

• • • • 

1 410 

2-71 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system  . . 

. . • . 

i 2,310 

15  ’25 

„ „ breathing  apparatus 

• # • • 

i 5,424 

35  -GO 

,,  „ circulatory  ,, 

1 1,403 

9 25 

„ „ digestive  ,, 

2,215 

74-62 

,,  ,,  reproductive  and  urinary 

systems 

417 

2-76 

Diseases  of  pregnancy,  child-birth,  and  puerperal 

57 

0-40 

Diseases  of  the  skin  and  the  subcutaneous  tissue 

' 217 

1-43 

Diseases  of  locomotor  apparatus. . 

. . • • 

; 59 

0-40 

Accidental  deaths . . 

• « • • 

! 178 

1-20 

Poisoning  . . . . . . 

, • 

• • • • 

i 8 

0-05 

Suicide 

• • • • 

1 44 

0-30 

Homicide  . . 

, , 

1 43 

0-30 

Other  diseases 

’ * 

265 

1-75 

Total 

•• 

.. 

15,152 

100 -00 

Public  Works. 

The  society  of  the  ‘‘  Risanamento,”  of  Naples,  has  proceeded  Society  of  the 
rapidly  since  the  change  of  work  sanctioned  by  the  Munici-  l^isaiiamento. 
pality  10  months  ago,  and  is  in  a fair  way  of  being  concluded 
by  December  31,  1893  — according  to  contract — the  main  street 
between  the  Piazza  del  Porto  and  that  of  the  Via  del  Daomo. 

The  demolitions  between  the  Piazza  del  Duomo  and  the  Piazza 
della  iStazione  will  be  completed  within  a few  months. 

The  construction  of  the  cheap  houses  in  the  Rione  S.  Cosmo, 
the  Borgo  Loreto,  and  along  the  line  of  Santa  Maria  la  Fede, 
are  finished.  The  Corso  OarilDaldi  is  nearly  completed,  and  the 
Piazza  del  Porto  will  be  so  in  about  eight  months. 

The  main  drainage  is  far  advanced,  as  is  also  the  network 
of  the  second  and  third  systems. 

Up  to  the  present  about  80,000  square  metres  of  street  have 
been  paved,  and  the  Serino  water  and  gas  is  being  laid  on. 
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Provinces 
and  compart- 
ments. 


Telephones. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1891  subscribers  to  the  Telephone 
Company  in  Naples  were  915,  showing  a small  decrease  as 
compared^  with  the  previous  year,  which  is  attributed  in  part 
to  the  retirement  of  many  gratis  firms. 

The  telephonic  system  will  soon  be  extended  to  the  sur- 
rounding towns.  The  Italian  Parliament  has  definitely  approved 
a law  which  guarantees  the  Telephone  Society  for  21  years,  so 
that  they  can  Avith  safety  extend  their  plant  and  secure  better 
results. 


Emigration. 


During  the  year  1891  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  emigrants  from  my  Consular  district. 


— 

1891. 

1890. 

Aquila . . . . . , 

Number. 

2,897 

Number. 

3,103 

7,016 

Campobasso  . . 

7,587 

Chieti  . . 

1,688 

2,624 

Teramo 

157 

99 

Total  Abruzzi  and  Molise 

12,329 

12,842 

Avellino  • . . . 

6,882 

6,168 

Benevento  , , 

4,234 

3,017 

Caserta  , , . • 

3,972 

3,028  ' 

Naples.. 

4,220 

2,988 

Salerno  . . . . 

9,964 

9,082 

Total  Campania 

29,272 

24,283 

Bari  . . . . . . 

853 

1,526 

1,245 

Foggia 

1,091 

Total  Puglie  . . 

1,944 

2,771 

Potenza  . . 

* 9,304 

9,055 

Total  Basilicata 

9,304 

9,055 

Catanzai’o  . . 

4,453 

3,371 

Cosenza 

6,208 

7,757 

Keggio  (Calabria) 

564 

200 

Total  Calabria 

•• 

11,225 

11,328 

Grand  total  . . 

•• 

64,074 

60,279 
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T '0 lean ic  Disturbances . 

The  active  state  of  Mount  Vesuvius  which  has  continued 
since  the  month  of  December,  1875,  has . gone  on  during  the 
past  year  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  variations, 
that  is  to  say,  with  periods  of  greater  activity  of  the  crater, 
often  followed  by  a flow  of  lava  which  has  not  reached  further 
than  the  base  of  the  cone,  followed  by  a large  quantity  of 
stones  being  shot  out  of  the  crater,  which  in  falling  formed  a 
new  active  crater,  which  on  the  appearance  of  lava  has  fallen 
into  the  cavity  below. 

These  eruptions  have  emitted  a small  quantity  of  sand  or 
ashes  of  a dark  colour. 

The  only  event  worthy  of  note  in  the  year  1891  was  the 
appearance  of  lava  on  the  6th  of  June,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  solar  eclipse  took  place  on  that  day. 

After  more  active  periods  of  explosion  the  crater  emitted  a 
quantity  of  globes  of  smoke  and  numerous  projectiles.  On  the 
northern  side  of  the  cone  a Assure  opened,  which  was  marked 
by  a small  issue,  and  was  very  conspicuous  in  certain  points 
by  the  flowing  of  lava  from  small  openings.  The  largest  of 
these  openings  was  near  the  base  of  the  crater,  and  from  this 
issued  a copious  quantity  of  lava,  which  lasted  a long  time, 
flowing  into  the  space  l3etween  Mount  Vesuvius  and  Mount 
Somma,  called  the  “Atrio  del  Cavallo” — only  a small  stream 
of  this  lava  w^ent  further  than  the  confines  of  the  Atrio — going 
into  the  “ Fosso  della  Vetrana”  over  the  lava  of  1872. 

The  crater,  or  eruptive  cone,  was  for  some  days  covered 
Avith  yellow  sublimations  of  chloride  of  iron. 

On  the  lava  in  the  “Atrio  del  Cavallo”  'were  observed  the 
usual  sublimations  of  chloride  of  soda,  chloride  of  copper,  and 
chloride  of  lead,  the  last  two  sometimes  blended  together, 
forming  a double  chloride,  which  Professor  Palmieri  styled 
“ mellonite.” 


Mount  ■ 
VesuT-iud. 
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Exchange. 


The  following  were  the  average  rates  of  exchange  on  London 
in  each  month  of  the  Year  18D1. 


Month. 

Sio 

:ht. 

1 Usance,  90  days  date. 

Highest,  j 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

January 

. i Lire. 

i 

i £ 

25  '65  I 

1 

£ 

25-60 

25  -35 

£ 

25  -30 

February 

• • )) 

25  ’55 

25-50 

25  -35 

25-30 

March 

* • 3) 

25  -50 

25  -47 

25  30 

25-27 

April . . 

• • 3) 

25  *55 

25-521 

25  -35 

25-32,V 

May  . . 

25  -82 

25  77 

25-52 

25-47 

J une . . 

• • 33 

25-62 

25  60 

25-32 

25-30 

July  .. 

, . ,, 

25  -45 

25-42 

25  30 

25-27 

August 

• • jj 

25  *78 

25-70 

25  60 

25-55 

September 

• • 3> 

25-75 

25-70 

25  60 

25  -55 

October 

* • 33 

25-771 

25  -721 

25-60 

25  -55 

November 

• • 33 

25-87 

25  -85 

25-62 

25  -60 

December 

• • 33 

25  -90 

25  85 

25-65 

1 

25-60 

The  firm  of  Messrs.  Smith  and  Co.,  Limited,  was  orginally 
started  in  1880  as  a Grocery  Store  by  the  present  senior  of  the 
firm.  Being  the  only  business  of  its  cJass  then  in  Naples,  it 
gradually  developed  into  a wholesale  and  retail  establishment, 
under  the  title  of  the  English  Grocery  Stores. 

In  1889,  in  view  of  the  exigencies  of  modern  trade,  and  to 
meet  the  keen  competition  which  had  arisen,  Mr.  Smith  decided 
to  enlarge  the  business,  and  converted  it  into  a limited  com- 
pany, with  a paid-up  capital  of  200,000  fr. 

Under  these  new  conditions  the  firm  established  a chocolate 
and  confectionery  works,  and  have  successively  opened  four 
separate  branches  in  different  parts  of  this  city. 

Their  business  consists  of  the  sale  of  wines,  spirits,  liqueurs, 
aerated  waters,  colonial  produce,  biscuits,  general  grocery, 
chocolate,  and  confectionery.  These  goods  are  partly  imported 
direct  from  the  producers  and  partly  manufactured  by  Messrs. 
Smith  and  Co.  The  firm  employs  permanently  about  sixty 
people  in  the  factory,  cellars  and  stores. 

As  an  instance  of  the  import  trade  done  l)y  Messrs.  Smith 
and  Co.,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  the  year  1891  they  paid 
65,000  fr.  for  Custom  House  duties,  ^fhey  also  export  Italian 
wines  and  liqueurs,  and  are  agents  for  various  English  and 
foreign  firms. 

The  chemical  works  at  Bagnoli,  near  Naples,  produce  about 
10  tons  of  sulphuric  acid  daily.  The  raw  material  is  Sicilian 
sulphur. 

When  the  heavy  duties  on  the  alcohol,  Avhich  once  was 
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largely  fabricated  in  this  country,  stopped  in  1888  the  working 
of  all  the  alcohol  fabrics,  very  little  sulphuric  acid  was  sold, 
because  the  manufacturers  of  alcohol  were  the  best  clients  of 
the  chemical  works,  and  used  nearly  half  of  the  total  pro- 
duction. Dr.  Walter,  therefore,  started  the  fabrication  of 
mineral  manures  (or  chemical  manures),  and  introduced  the 
use  of  them  by  fields  of  experiments,  by  lectures  given  in  the 
])rovinces,  and  by  popular  publications.  The  results  of  the 
employment  of  chemical  manures  in  the  last  four  years  have 
pi’oved  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

The  chemical  works  are  furnished  with  a platina  apparatus, 
producing  daily  two  tons  of  concentrated  acid  of  6o  degrees 
Beaume,  and  further  with  an  apparatus  Eohrmann  for  the 
fabricettion  of  nitric  acid. 

Sulphate  of  copper  has  been  produced  with  old  copper, 
until  the  price  of  English  sulphate  of  copper  went  down  to 
400  fr.  the  ton. 

About  100  tons  of  sulphate  of  iron,  100  tons  of  alum,  and 
100  tons  of  sulphate  of  alumina  are  yearly  produced,  also 
small  quantities  of  mineral  colours  for  paper  mills. 

A very  good  raw  material  for  alum  fabrication  has  been 
found  at  a place  distant  one  hour  from  the  factory,  a white 
clay  containing  5 per  cent,  of  potash  and  no  iron,  and  will  be 
worked  on  a larger  scale  later  on. 

The  most  promising  articles  for  the  works  are  the  chemical 
manures,  the  use  of  which  is  gaining  ground  every  year. 


Bari. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Berner  reports  as  follows : — 

During  the  year  1891  the  improvement  in  the  financial  Financial 
position  of  Bari  has  continued,  and  commercial  confidence  is  position, 
reviving,  although  care  is  still  advisable  in  granting  credit, 
the  traces  of  the  last  great  banking  crisis  not  being  quite 
overcome. 

Crops  have,  on  the  whole,  turned  out  satisfactorily,  par-  Crops, 
ticularly  of  olive  oil  and  wine,  which  are  the  most  important 
products  of  the  district. 

The  total  imports  in  1891  amounted  to  1,072,633/.,  a imports  and 
moderate  increase  of  178,834/.  compared  with  823,799/.  in  1890.  exports 

A marked  improvement  is  shown  in  the  exports,  Avhich  have  generally, 
reached  2,159,684/.  in  1891,  against  1,682,429/.  of  the  preceding 
year. 

The  increase  of  imports  refer  to  the  following  classes,  viz. : imports  in 
Cotton,  yarns,  wool,  webs  from  Great  Britain ; I’aw  and  manu-  particular, 
factured  metals  also  from  Great  Britain,  at  the  expense  of 
Belgium ; salt-fish  from  Great  Britain  and  Austria,  at  the 
expense  of  Norway. 

A decrease  is  to  be  noticed  in  the  imports  of  caustic  soda 
and  of  timber. 
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Exports  in 
particular. 


Coasting 

trade. 


Total  number 
of  vessels. 


As  regards  the  imports  from  Great  Britain  in  particular,  an 
increase  is  noticeable — apart  from  the  articles  mentioned  above 
— in  colonial  produce,  drugs  and  coal,  so  that  the  total  value  of 
imports  from  Great  Britain  is  showing  a considerable  improve- 
ment as  compared  with  the  preceding  year:  199, 574^.  in  1891, 
against  125,008/.  in  1890. 

The  improvement  in  the  exports  is  chiefly  due  to  the 
following  articles,  viz. : Olive  oil  to  Great  Britain  in  the  first 
place,  then  to  France,  Austria,  Germany,  Belgium  and  Holland, 
and  to  the  United  States  of  America ; wine  to  all  the  importing 
markets. 

Tartars  and  Tartaric  Acid. — A decrease  has  to  be  stated  in 
the  exports  of  almonds,  seeds,  carob-beans  and  potatoes,  the 
crop  of  these  products  having  been  less  favourable.  The 
exports,  in  particular  to  Great  Britain,  have  reached  the  figure 
of  151,413/.  in  1891,  in  comparison  to  91,637/.  in  1890,  and 
this  increase  may  chiefly  be  attributed  to  olive  oil — 1,747  tons 
in  1891,  against  749  tons  in  1890. 

Raw  darter.  Tartaric  Acids  and  Dried  Figs. — It  must,  how- 
ever, be  stated  that  not  all  goods,  by  a great  quantity,  which 
were  declared  at  the  Custom  House  here  for  England,  have 
definitely  been  exported  here,  as  in  many  cases  they  are 
merely  transhipped  in  England  to  other  countries. 

This  refers  in  particular  to  olive  oil  for  culinary  purposes, 
which  mostly  takes  its  way  via  England  to  Germany,  and  to 
tartars,  which  are  transhipped  to  the  United  States. 

The  coasting  trade  also  shows  remarkable  improvement, 
compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

The  imports  of  goods  amounted  to  564,393/.  in  1891,  against 
421,228/.  in  1890,  and  the  increase  is  chiefly  due  to  refined 
spirits,  olive  oil,  sugar,  coffee,  rice,  greens,  sulphur,  yarns,  linen, 
and  woollen  goods. 

The  exports  of  goods  reached  the  total  of  597,617/.,  against 
431,738/.  in  1890,  with  an  increase  in  olive  oil,  common  soap, 
barley,  and  rags.' 

The  total  result  of  the  import  and  export  trades  of  Bari  in 
1891  may  therefore  be  termed  satisfactory,  thanks  to  tlie 
favourable  crops  of  most  of  our  products,  the  moderate  prices 
of  which  permitted  exports  on  a larger  scale,  this  again  further- 
ing the  imports. 


Shipping  and  Navigation. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  of  all  nations  which  entered  tlie 
port  of  Bari  in  1891  was  1,160,  measuring  510,250  tons,  701  of 
which  were  steamers,  measuring  487,485  tons,  459  sailing- 
vessels,  measuring  22,765  tons. 

The  number  of  British  vessels  amounted  to  73,  measuring 
74,762  tons,  in  1891,  against  63,  measuring  70,655  tons,  in 
1890. 


•xapl.es. 
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The  principal  British  lines  frequenting  this  port  are  the  British  line-, 
following : — 

The  Anchor  Line. — Glasgow  to  Bari  about  every  month. 

The  Cimarcl  Line. — Liverpool  to  and  from  Bari  about  every 
three  weeks. 

The  Leyland  Line. — Liverpool  to  and  from  Bari  about  every 
three  weeks. 

The  Wilson  TAne. ^HviW  to  and  from  Bari  about  every  two 
weeks. 

Besides  this,  goods  to  London  are  being  shipped  by  the 
Navigazione  Generate  Italiana,  Florio  and  Kubattino,  via  Palermo, 
in  conjunctive  service  Avith  the  Italo-Britannica  Line,  wliich 
latter  Company,  very  much  against  their  own  interest  and  that 
of  our  trade,  have  not  decided  yet  to  let  their  steamers  call  at 
Bari. 

This  Company  have  paid  a dividend  of  6*60  per  cent,  to  BwgBaS.S.Co. 
their  shareholders  for  1891,  in  spite  of  the  times  being  unfavour- 
able to  the  undertaking,  and  some  of  their  vessels  having 
suffered  average,  others  having  to  undergo  thorough  repair. 

The  net  entry  of  the  eleven  boats  of  the  Company  amounted 
to  24,436/.,  against  21,740/.  in  1890,  although  the  prohibition 
cf  grain  export  from  Southern  Russia  remained  in  force,  and 
thus  one  of  the  chief  opportunities  of  freight  dropped. 

The  project  of  a line  of  mail  vessels  in  the  Adriatic  Sea 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Government  is  still  before  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies  pending  their  decision. 

On  the' other  hand,  another  project  of  building  a careening 
dock  by  the  Company  has  taken  material  shape.  The  munici- 
pality of  Bari  has  accorded  a yearly  allowance  to  further  the 
undertaking,  but  not  fixed  the  amount  yet  as  they  mean  first 
to  examine  the  estimate. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  obtain  a subscription  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  also. 


Engineering  Estahlishinent. 

That  of  Gugliehno  Lindemann  remains,  as  hitherto,  the 
most  important,  and  is  continuing  Avorking,  on  the  basis  as 
given  in  last  year’s  report,  Avith  success. 


Ilarhour  Accomniodatioii. 

Dunngl891  no  change  has  taken  place  respecting  the  depth 
of  the  Avater  along  the  principal  quay,  it  remaining  8^  metres 
maximum  to  minimum.  Occasional  drainage  Avas  necessary, 
oAving  to  accumulation  of  sand. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  1891  respecting  signals. 

The  project  of  a neAv  quay  in  continuation  of  the  Via 
Pizzoli  has  not  yet  been  executed. 

(,1399) 
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Epidemics. 


Paving  of 
Bari.j 

New  worts. 

Eailway  to 
Locorotondo, 


On  the  other  hand,  the  building  of  the  new  Custom  House 
is  progressing  quicker. 


Population. 

According  to  statistics  of  the  Municipality  re  the  population 
of  Bari  the  census  gawe,  a total  on  December  31, 1891,  including 
the  garrison,  of  73,834. 

Number. 


Births  in  1891  . . . . . . . . . . 2,878 

Deaths  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,502 

Immigrants  . . . . . . . . . . 731 

Emigrants  to  other  places  in  Italy  . . . . 339 

Marriages  . , . . . . , . . . . . 458 


Diphtheria  and  small-pox  have  been  the  cause  of  160 
deaths  in  1891.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  influenza  had 
spread  very  much,  but  it  was  of  no  serious  character. 


Emigration. 


In  the  year  1891,  112  persons  have  emigrated  to  foreign 
countries,  viz. : — 


Number. 


To  South  America  . . . . . . • . . . . 28 

,,  Gireece. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 

,,  Austria-Hungary  . . . . . . . . . . • • 6 

„ France. . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . 12 

„ Germany  . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 4 

„ England  . . . . . . . . . . • . • • 2 

„ Spain  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

„ Switzerland  . . . . . . . . ■ • • • • • 1 


Public  Worbs. 

The  paving  of  the  town  with  lava  stones  has  been  continued 
during  seven  months  for  the  amount  of  6,887Z.,  giving,  on  the 
average,  occupation  to  70  workmen  per  day. 

The  Town  Council  has  accepted  during  the  year  two  projects 
for  prompt  execution — 

(a.)  The  erection  of  a new  school-house  for  9,440/. 

(/>.)  The  enlargement  of  the  cemetery  for  6,140/. 

The  Government  has  given  a concession  to  the  Province  of 
Bari  for  the  building  of  this  railway,  with  a fixed  allowance 
by  the  State  of  1 20/.  per  kilometre  each  year  for  the  duration 
of  70  years.  The  province,  however,  has  so  far  not  been 
successful  in  finding  a suitable  contractor  who  offers  sufficient 
guarantee.  Nevertheless,  negotiations  are  being  entertained, 
and  it  is  hoped  they  will  lead  to  a result  ere  long. 
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Engineer  Zampari,  the  originator  of  the  approved  project,  Aqueduct 
has  asked  a new  delay,  in  order  to  present  the  finance  com- 
mittee  to  the  council  of  the  province.  The  council,  however, 
has  not  replied  yet  to  the  inquiry. 

The  number  of  subscribers  in  1891  was  168.  Terms  of  Telephones, 
subscription  6/.  per  year.  Extension  of  wires  about  26  kilo- 
metres. Apparatus,  Berlin  system. 


Statistics  for  the  Port  of  Bari  for  the  Trade  with  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  year  1891  compared  with  1890. 


ImI'OETS. 


Country. 

Value. 

1891. 

1890. 

Great  Britain . . 

£ 

199,573 

156,905 

£ 

125,004 

Austria-Hungary 

184,666 

IJ  nited  States  of  America  . . 

58,445 

57,165 

Belgium-Holland  , . 

8,811 

33,044 

France 

20,882 

10,982 

Germany 

16,853 

18,299 

Greece 

1,017 

1,591 

Switzerland  . , 

1,828 

3,906 

Spain  and  Portugal  . . 

9,532 

Turkey 

2,423 

23,268 

6,379 

Norway 

21,289 

Russia . . 

4,915 

7,603 

Sundry 

3,788 

2,643 

Total  . . 

508,240 

472,571 

Italy  . . 

564,393 

421,228 

Grand  total  . . 

1,072,633 

893,799 

B 2 
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Expoets. 


Country. 

Value. 

1891 

1890 

Gi'Ciit  Britain. . 

£ 

151,493 

£ 

91,637 

Austi’ia- Hungary 

372,180 

273,621 

United  States  of  America  . . 

154,843 

105,844 

Belgium-Holland 

66,123 

345,376 

58,921 

France 

412,263 

Germany 

220,943 

201,463 

Greece. . 

5,516 

3,251 

Switzerland  . . 

95,351 

26,205 

Turkey 

38,356 

2,350 

Norway 

1,026 

113 

Denmark 

4,420 

131 

Spain  and  Portugal  . . 

21,124 

78,813 

10,291 

63,556 

River  Plate  . . 

Sundry 

6,503 

1,045 

Total  . . 

1,562,067 

1,250,691 

Italy 

597,617 

431,738 

i 

Grand  total  . . 

2,159,684 

1,682,429 

Statistics  for  the  Port  of  Bari,  Italy,  for  the  year  189b 
compared  with  1890. 


Imports. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Colonial  produce,  drugs  and  to- 

Tons 

1,473 

£ 

121,375 

1,320 

£ 

109,301 

bacco. 

Cotton,  yarns  and  weaving  bemp, 

Lbs. 

5,462,555 

352,140 

3,878,830 

262,540 

flax  and  jute  goods. 

Coal  

Tons 

33,180 

50,433 

29,304 

44,542 

Jletals,  wrought  and  rough 

4,316 

164,067 

3,237 

93,120 

Cairstic  soda 

,, 

828 

8,280 

1,118 

11,181 

Pett  oleum  

,, 

4,012 

93,068 

3,519 

84,448 

Flour  

M 

1,231 

20,680 

1,842 

29,347 

Dried  fish  

... 

1,911 

91,728 

1,460 

70,079 

Grain  (wheat) 

,, 

1,870 

16,830 

1,763 

16,669 

'iiinber  ... 

C.  metres* 

30,380 

74,560 

4.5, 590 

85,556 

4,297 

Pricks 

Tons 

2,628 

4,730 

2,389 

Sundry  

)» 

74,742 

81,919 

Total  

1,072,633 

893,799 

1 cubic  metre  = 35  *3  cubic  feet. 
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Exports, 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine  

Gallons  ... 

678,525 

£ 

293,565 

412,965 

£ 

224  892 

Olive  oil  ...  ...  

Tons 

28,467 

1,252,548 

18,816 

791,532 

302,084 

Almonds  

M 

3,367 

229,260 

3,776 

Tartars  and  tartaric  acid  

,, 

2,533 

192,376 

2,111 

151,994 

Soap  

,, 

1,512 

24,417 

1,588 

26,678 

Hides  

,, 

144 

13,272 

95 

8,363 

Seed  

, 

1,381 

40,877 

1,904 

57,120 

Carob-beans 

M 

2,395 

15,263 

3,486 

18,824 

Figs  

,, 

1,088 

14,773 

1,692 

23,012 

Grain 

3,958 

31,644 

3,9S6 

32,898 

Pulse  potatoes 

841 

8,074 

2,873 

27,581 

Sundry  

43,615 

17,451 

Total  

... 

2,159,684 

1,682,429 

Barletta. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Parlender  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  total  imports  of  all  sorts  of  articles  were,  during  the  Imports, 
year,  to  the  amount  of  72,478  quintals,  coals  excepted,  of  which 
there  was  an  import  of  9,072  tons,  divided  as  follows  : — 

4,500  tons  of  gas  coal  and  fuel  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

3,359  tons  of  small  coals  from  tlie  Austrian  coast. 

1,213  tons  of  charcoal  from  Italy. 


The  chief  articles  of  import  are  flour,  alcohol,  wood.  Petro- 
leum is  usuallv  imported  from  the  depots  of  Venice,  Bisuglu, 
and  Bari,  but  important  depots  will  be  established  in  the  course 
of  the  year  in  this  port  for  the  supply  of  tliis  district  and  the 
neighbouring  provinces. 

Wine,  spirits,  and  tartars  continue  to  be  the  most  important  Exports, 
articles  of  export,  and,  in  spite  of  the  general  depression  of  the 
market,  the  quantity  exported  was  larger  than  in  the  preceding 
year. 

The  total  amount  of  wine  shipped  in  this  port  was  225,506  Wine  trade, 
hectolitres,  valued  at  over  3,000,000  Italian  lire.  Switzerland 
is  the  principal  importer,  having  reached  a total  of  93,523 
hectolitres.  Other  countries  come  next,  as  follows : — 


South  America 
Germany 
Austria-Hungary 
Other  countries 


Hectolitres. 
. 42,100 

. 14,057 

6,843 
4,456 


The  trade  with  other  parts  of  Italy  was  also  very  important, 
and  tlie  quantity  or  wdne  exported  by  sea  w^as  not  less  than 
64,587  hectolitres. 
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Spirits. 


Railways  have  besides  a large  part  in  the  wine  trade  of 
this  port,  and  the  export  of  this  article  by  rail  is  quite  as 
important  as  that  by  sea  as  far  as  the  Italian  trade  is  concerned, 
whilst  large  quantities  of  grapes  and  new  wine  are  forwarded 
by  rail  both  to  North  Italy  and  to  Switzerland  and  Germany. 

These  figures,  however  satisfactory,  are  by  no  means  con- 
sidered sufficient  to  ease  the  market  which — since  the  rupture 
of  the  commercial  relations  with  France — is  crushed  under  an 
overwhelming  mass  of  produce.  Good  wines  succeed  in 
obtaining  a rather  easy  sale,  but  second-rate  ones  have  no  sale 
at  all,  and  must  be  distilled  into  wine-spirits  at  such  low  prices 
that  they  scarcely  cover  the  expenditure  of  the  gathering  of 
the  grapes. 

Great  expectations  were  entertained  in  view  of  the  new 
commercial  treaties  which  have  been  brought  to  a conclusion 
between  this  country  and  the  German  and  Austro-Hungarian 
Empires,  but  they  had  soon  to  vanish,  as  no  improvement  what- 
ever was  obtained  from  the  Austrian  Government,  and  the 
facilities  granted  by  Germany  are  not  considered  sufficient  to 
increase  the  wine  trade,  even  on  a small  scale, 

It  is  true  there  is  a stipulation  in  the  treaty  with  Austria 
which  would  bring  immediate  relief  to  the  above  state  of  things 
if  promptly  enforced. 

The  Austrian  Government  is,  in  fact,  compelled  by  that 
clause  to  reduce  the  import  duty  on  wines  from  20  fl.  to  only 
3*20  fl.  whenever  the  Italian  Government  agrees  to  reduce  the 
Italian  duty  from  the  actual  rate  of  20  lire  to  the  former  one  of 
5*77  lire. 

Considering  that  Austria-Hungary  is  no  longer  the  wine- 
growing country  that  it  used  to  be,  and  that  the  grape  disease 
philloxera  devastatrix  ”)  has  destroyed  the  splendid  vineyards 
of  Hungary,  and  in  consequence  of  this  the  prices  of  wine  are 
nearly  tripled  in  spite  of  the  increasing  production  of  artificial 
wines  and  ciders,  whilst  on  this  part  of  the  Adriatic  Sea  the 
over-production  of  wine  is  enormous  and  the  prices  are  falling 
every  year,  one  would  believe  that  the  Italian  Government 
would  not  hesitate  to  bring  into  existence  an  arrangement 
which  is  sure  to  be  of  benefit  to  both  countries. 

But  for  reasons  which  are  as  3^et  not  known,  and  in  spite 
of  several  meetings  held  in  different  places  of  South  Italy, 
Piemonte,  and  other  provinces,  and  in  spite  of  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  Press,  exactly  the  contrary  happens,  and  the 
application  of  the  above  clause  is  denied  with  as  much  vigoui- 
as  it  is  required  by  the  parties  interested. 

Refined  alcohol  at  95°  is  imported  from  Austria  and  Ger- 
many. The  production  of  this  district  being  only  of  grape- 
brandy  (“eau-de-vie  de  mare”)  and  wine-spirits.  The  former 
is  exported  to  France,  in  very  small  quantities,  however,  and 
to  North  Italy,  where  it  forms  a favourite  drink. 

The  total  amount  of  this  brandy  reached  6,3(38  hectolitres, 
valued  at  o\er  half  a million  lire. 
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The  wine-spirit  produced  here  is  the  raw  material  obtained 
from  the  distillation  of  all  sorts  of  bad  wines  in  copper  boilers. 
The  spirit  thus  produced  is  not  fit  for  consumption,  and  is 
chiefly  sent  to  Milan  and  other  places  of  North  Italy  to  be 
refined  into  alcohol. 

This  process  will  henceforth  be  done  in  the  place  itself,  as  a 
large  distillery  is  being  built,  which  will  be  able  in  a few 
months  to  produce  important  quantities  of  pure  refined  wine- 
spirit. 

Raw  tartars  were  exported  to  the  following  countries  : — 

Quintals. 

United  Kingdom  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,241 

United  States  of  America  ..  ..  ..  ..  13,057 

Austria-Hungary  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,300 

Tartaric  acid,  manufactured  by  a local  limited  company, 
reached,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  the  total  of  nearly  3,500 
quintals,  chiefly  used  in  Italy,  very  small  quantities  being 
exported  to  England  and  North  America. 

Olive  oil,  wheat,  beans,  casks  of  different  sorts  of  wood,  &c., 
as  shown  by  the  following  table : — 


Return  of  the  principal  Articles  Imported  in  the  Port  of 
Barletta  dining  the  year  1891. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Yaluc. 

Tons. 

Lire. 

Flour  . . 

1.085 

347,200 

'Wood,  boards  and  planks  . . 

4,911 

197,000 

Coals. . 

9,072 

201,001 

Sulphur 

790 

8,703 

Sundries 

431 

22,900 

Wine  casks.  No.  708. . 

28,300 

Total 

10,319 

808,700 

Return  of  the  principal  Articles  of  Export  at  the  Port 
Barletta  during  the  year  1891. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Yaluc. 

Tons.  1 

Lire. 

Wine. . 

22,556  i 

3,385,000 

Brandy  and  spirits  .. 

Tartars  and  tartaric  acid 

700 

735,003 

1,900 

2,950,000 

Olive  oil 

408 

408,000 

Wheat,  beans. . . . . . ’ . . 

020. 

155,000 

Wine  casks.  No.  0,120 

1 

1 

211,000 

Total 

1 20,301 

7,907,000 

i 

Tartars. 


Other  articles 
of  export. 
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Crops. 


Money 

market. 


Tlie  output  of  v/lieat,  beans,  fruits,  wine,  and  olive  oil  was 
a good  one,  reaching  the  average  quantity  and  of  good  quality. 
Wine  alone  made  an  exception,  as  the  quantity  produced  was 
quite  extraordinarily  above  the  average.  For  some  districts 
the  result  was  so  unexpected  and  unhoped-for,  that  there 
were  no  accommodations  to  store  in  all  the  Avine  coming  from 
the  country.  The  vintage  Avas  consequently  protracted  late 
into  the  month  of  November,  Avhich  Avas  unusually  cold,  pre- 
venting thus  the  regular  fermentation  of  the  must. 

Wines  of  A^ery  poor  quality  Avere  thus  brought  upon  the 
market,  and  prices  Avent  so  Ioav  that,  in  some  instances,  they 
did  not  reach  four  to  five  lire  per  hectrolitre.* 

Altogether,  hoAvever,  a large  amount  of  wine  AA^as  sold,  and 
money  became  a little  more  abundant  towards  the  close  of  the 
year,  although  the  rate  of  discount  ncA^er  AA-ent  beloAv  7 per 
cent.,  and  loans  continued  to  be  very  difficult  and  rare. 


The  following  is  the  Table  of  all  Shipping  at  this  Port  during 

the  year  1891. 


Enteeed. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Cre  M"s. 

Tonnage. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Italian 

549 

3,298 

22,655 

283 

7,178 

204,742 

Britisli 

25 

810 

. 42,659 

Austrian  . . 

7 

28 

338 

5)  . • • * • « 

3 

45 

1,202 

Sweden  and  Norway 

. . 

22 

319 

8,428 

Other  countries  . . 

3 

, , 

19 

303 

•• 

2 

43 

1,783 

Total 

559 

335 

11,740 

282,108 

* The  hectoliti’e  is  22  gallons. 
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The  following  is  the  Table  of  all  Shipping  at  this  Port  during 
the  Year  1891. 


Cleared. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Crews. 

Tonnage. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Italian 

545 

3,248 

22,159 

„ 

2*83 

7,178 

204,742 

British 

25 

810 

42,659 

Austrian  . . 

* 5 

17 

185 

>)  • • • • • • 

, . 

3 

45 

1,202 

Sweden  and  Norway 

22 

319 

8,428 

Other  countries  . . 

3 

, , 

19 

303 

2 

43 

1,783 

Total 

553 

335 

11,079 

281,461 

Totals  in  the  preceding  year : — 


Number.  Tons. 

Vessels  entered  ..  ..  ..  ..  704  174,320 

„ cleared  704  174,320 

The  traffic  both  of  passengers  and  goods  is  very  important,  Eailwa^  s. 
and  steadily  on  the  increase. 

The  total  number  of  tickets  sold  to  passengers  was,  in  the 
year  1891,  42,643,  besides  the  arrivals,  of  which  there  is  no 
record. 

Goods  of  all  sorts,  arrived  and  forwarded  by  the  Barletta 
Railway,  reached  the  total  of  38,539  tons. 


Reggio  Calabria. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Kerrich  reports  as  follows  : — Importation 

I have  to  report  a decrease  of  213,798/.  in  the  value  of  the  and  expor- 
imports;  on  the  other  hand  I am  able  to  report  an  increase  of 
206,304/.  on  the  exports.  genera  y. 

The  principal  articles  of  imports  from  foreign  countries  to 
this  district  are  the  following : Coals,  pig-iron,  iron  plates,  iron 
bars,  wrought-iron,  diy  and  salted  fish,  woollen  cloth,  cotton 
cloth,  petroleum,  coffee,  sugar,  pepper,  wheat,  hides  and  skins. 

Of  the  products  of  this  province,  and  of  their  exportation, 

I am  largely  treating  in  the  following  report ; — 

As  I have  hinted  at  in  my  last  report,  Reggio  is  the  only  Essences, 
place  in  the  world  where  the  bergamott  tree  can  be  cultivated 
with  profit,  and  as  the  essence  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
manufacture  of  numerous  perfumes,  medicinal,  &c,,  in  my 
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opinion  it  offers  a good  chance  to  enterprising  English  firms 
to  make  a highly  paying  business  of  it  by  getting  the 
monopoly  of  the  same.  This  can  be  easily  done  by  simply 
buying  up  from  the  producers  themselves  all  the  quantity  they 
extract. 

A work  of  this  kind  would,  undoubtedly,  give  back  to  this 
product  its  former  price,  which,  before  it  passed  into  the  hands 
of  thousands  of  small  traders,  who  now  make  a shameful  use 
of  it  by  mixing  it  with  ten  parts  of  foreign  matter,  Avas  sold  at 
1 1.  per  every  1 2 ounces.  The  same  might  be  practised  Avith 
regard  to  lemon  juice,  Avhich  is  also,  to  a great  extent,  a 
speciality  of  this  district.  The  infection  of  the  blight,  Avhich 
last  year  damaged  a considerable  number  of  bergamott  trees, 
having  greatly  diminished,  the  crop  has  been  more  abundant 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  better  results  are  anticipated 
for  the  coming  season. 

Ganges  and  This  produce  was  this  year  very  satisfactory  to  both  pro- 
ducers  and  merchants,  haAung  reached  the  total  amount  of 
57,000  tons,  of  the  value  of  285,000/.  The  rise  in  the  price 
for  this  article  is  principally  owing  to  the  great  facilities  granted 
l)y  the  railway  companies,  by  Avliich  means  a great  quantity  is 
exported  to  the  north  of  Italy,  Avhere  this  fruit  is  largely 
consumed. 

No  direct  exportation  of  this  product  AA^as,  from  this  port  to 
foreign  countries,  effected  during  1891,  save  a small  quantity 
of  salted  citrons  for  Russia  ; although  it  is  Avell  to  note  here 
that  of  the  quantity  of  fruit  exported  from  Messina  to  foreign 
countries,  this  district  contributed  for  the  most  part,  especially 
in  the  oranges,  of  AAdiich  that  proAonce  does  not  produce  a 
great  quantity.  In  fact,  the  returns  for  1891  sIioav  an  exporta- 
tion of  97,000  boxes  of  fruit  from  this  district  to  the  Port  of 
Messina,  wherein  are  not  comprised  the  mandarines.  Also 
important  is  the  production  of  dry  fruit  in  this  district,  par- 
ticularly of  chesnuts  and  figs,  the  latter  being  considered  as 
good  as  those  produced  at  Smyrna.  The  quantity  exported  in 
1891  Avas  3,000  tons,  of  AAdiich  1,000  tons  AA^ere  direct  for  Malta. 

The  quantity  of  silk  produced  this  year  has  been  inferior  to 
that  of  1890,  though  the  quality  of  the  cocoons  AA^as  very  good; 
the  quantity  produced  Avas  70  tons  against  80  for  1890. 

Wines.  ITe  abundance  of  the  crop,  and  the  closing  up  of  the 

French  market  to  Italian  products,  had  greatly  diminished  the 
price  of  this  production,  which  is  one  of  the  principal  revenues 
of  the  country ; but  the  activity  shoAvn  by  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment, the  many  facilities  obtained  in  the  Avay  of  transport,  and 
the  established  depot  of  wine  in  foreign  countiies  having 
increased  the  exportation,  a slight  rise  in  the  price  has  lately 
been  noted. 

Olive  oil.  q'he  oil  crop  has  given  satisfactory  results ; so  much  so, 

that  in  the  high  regions  of  this  province  the  gathering  of  the 
olives  and  the  manufacture  of  (he  oil  still  continues. 

The  exportation  of  oil  from  this  province  to  Great  I’ritain 
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was  10,607  tons,  a quantity  which  would  seem  small  if  we  had 
not  to  consider  that  it  Avas  sent  direct  from  Gioja-Tauro,  whose 
favouiite  market  has  always  been  the  British. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  oil 
exported  from  this  district  to  Messina,  by  coasting  vessels,  by 
“ cabottaggio,”  is  shipped  for  Great  Britain. 

The  oils  of  this  province  are  well  known  in  England,  and 
English  houses  that  do  business  in  this  article  Avould  gain  much 
by  purchasing  directly  from  these  places  the  refined  oils,  and 
those  for  table  use.  This  could  be  attained  by  sending  in  due 
time  their  orders  here,  instead  of  giving  their  commissions  for 
branded  oils  to  intermediate  markets  Avhere  these  oils  are  sold 
for  “ Provenza  ” oils. 

Altogether,  the  oils  exported  to  Great  Britain,  Kussia,  Forest  pro- 
France,  and  United  States  from  this  province,  it  being  impos- 
sible  to  ascertain  the  quantity  oidy  exported  from  my  district, 
amounts  to  42,000  tons,  for  an  original  value  of  137,255/. 

The  production  of  timber  has  in  this  district  sufficient 
importance,  as  the  restoration  into  Avoodland  is  greatly  fa^mured 
by  the  law  of  the  kingdom.  Great  quantity  of  timber  is 
annually  exported  from  this  district  to  all  the  rest  of  Italy ; 
but  the  exportation  of  the  same  to  foreign  countries,  Avhich  some 
time  ago  was  of  some  importance,  has  diminished,  OAving  to  the 
present , prevailing  system  of  using  iron  hoops  instead  of  those 
of  green  chesnut-Avood  formerly  used,  and  noAv  only  employed 
in  the  manufacture  of  casks  and  boxes  for  oranges  and  lemons. 

The  quantity  of  Avood  exported  in  1891  to  foreign  countries 
Avas  3,330  tons,  thus  divided:  France  330  tons,  Greece  250 
tons,  Spain  250  tons,  Malta  2,530  tons. 

In  continuation  of  the  old  layers  of  fossilized  combustible  Mines, 
coal  at  Agnana  and  Antonimina,  in  the  Province  of  Reggio, 
other  layers  were  noted  AAdiich  extended  as  far  as  Brancaleone 
and  Palizzi,  and  lately  on  the  Avestern  side  in  a locality  called 
Melito,  near  this  city,  a ncAv  layer  of  combustible  coal  of 
considerable  thickness  Avas  discovered.  The  material  found  is 
of  considerable  weight,  bright  appearance,  flatted  structure, 
has  got  the  characteristic  odour  of  coal,  differing  from  that 
Avhich  is  emanated  from  the  lignite  ; but  from  the  assay  made 
it  is  not  pe.ifect  mineral  coal. 

However,  the  proprietors  are  continuing  the  extraction  of 
the  mineral,  Avhich  at  present  is  used  in  place  of  coals  for  the 
manufacture  of  concentrated  lemon  juice,  &c. 

In  several  places  of  this  province  are  also  continually,  and 
by  chance,  seen  signs  of  material  emanations  from  silver  mines, 
gang  of  bismuth,  and  layers  of  blende  ; and  I have  to  regret 
that  no  one,  as  yet,  has  cared  to  make  a thorough  experiment. 

The  Port  of  Reggio,  situated  at  the  extremity  of  the  Italian  Port. 
Continent,  is  the  safe  A\my  of  communication  betAveen  Italy  and 
the  Isle  of  Sicily ; and  for  its  topographical  and  geographical 
position  will  be  in  every  international  event  in  the  Mediterranean 
Sea,  and, for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  an  important  post. 
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Public  works. 


General 

remarks. 


Financial  difficulties,  have,  however,  till  now  prevented  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  voted  by  the  Government  for  its 
enlargement,  and  only  in  the  bill  of  variation  in  the  budget 
for  1892-93  was  fixed  a sum  of  4,000/.  in  order  to  begin, 
Avithout  further  delay,  the  Avorks  of  enlargement  of  the  said 
Port. 

The  Reggio-Eboli  line  is  already  open  to  the  public  as  far 
as  Nicotera,  and  towards  the  end  of  1892  Avill  be  to  Kicadi. 

If  the  Avorks  of  construction  on  all  the  rest  of  the  line 
should  be  continued  Avith  the  same  alacrity  as  hitherto  shown, 
the  whole  line  may  be  open  to  the  public  before  the  expiration 
of  the  terms  fixed  in  the  contracts,  that  is  towards  the  end  of 
1893. 

The  toAAUi  of  Reggio,  placed  in  the  most  enchanting  site  of 
the  Straits  of  Messina,  and  surrounded  by  a wood  of  eA’^ergreen 
plants  of  oranges,  bergamott  and  lemons,  Avhich  by  their 
SAveet  smelling  blossom  and  by  the  fragrance  of  their  fruit 
keep  the  air  constantly  perfumed,  enjoys  a climate  Avhich  is 
very  mild  in  Avinter  and  cool  in  summer. 

The  city,  then,  Avith  its  large,  clean  and  always  sunny 
streets,  is  Avell  provided  for  Avitli  bathing  establishments,  and 
on  account  of  the  comforts  of  life  offered,  and  for  its  topo- 
graphical situation,  ought,  either  for  Avinter  residence,  or  as  a 
bathing  place  in  summer,  to  be  preferred  to  many  other  places, 
noAv  so  much  the  fashion,  but  Avhich  have  none  of  the  adAmn- 
tages  of  Reggio. 

It  is  certain,  though,  that  Avhen  the  great  line  Reggio-Eboli 
is  finished,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  port  complete,  that  this 
city  will  gain  much  in  importance  and  commercial  activity. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Reggio  Calabria  in  the 

year  1891. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing.  , 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

5 

4,415 

5 

4,415 

Norwegian  

... 

4 

1,260 

4 

1,260 

Greek 

2 

419 

2 

419 

Italian 

604 

26,412 

604 

296,763 

1,208 

323,175 

Total 

606 

26,831 

613 

302,438 

1,219 

329,269 
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Cleared. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

j Number 

of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 5 

4,415 

5 

4,415 

Norwegian  

4 

1,260 

4 

1,260 

Greek 

’"2 

no 

2 

419 

Italian 

607 

26,600 

605 

297V656 

1,212 

323,656 

Total  

609 

27,019 

614 

1 

•302,731  . . 1 

1,223 

329,750 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Castellamare-Stabia 
during  the  year  1891. 


Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sail. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number 
of  vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  vessels. 

Tons, 

British  

1 

130 

89 

104,422 

90 

104,5.52 

Italian 

1.32 

34,135 

8 

4,067 

140 

38,202 

Greek 

98 

21,313 

3 

2,376 

101 

23,689 

Turkish  

21 

4,117 

1 

676 

22 

4,793 

Norwegian  

1 

838 

1 

838 

French  

1 

283 

i 

’255 

2 

638 

llussian  

1 

1,050 

1 

1,050 

German  

1 

166 

1 

166 

Swedish  

i 

474 

1 

474 

Austrian  

i 

’"56O 

1 

560 

Total  

255 

61,290 

105 

11.3,572 

360 

174,862 

Cleared. 


Nationality.. 

Sail. 

Steam . 

Total. 

Number 
of  vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  vessels. 

1 Tons. 

! 

Number 
of  vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

130 

89 

1 

, 104,422 

90 

104,5.52 

Italian 

149 

35,040 

8 

4,067 

157 

39,107 

Greek 

94 

20,951 

3 

2,376 

97 

23,327 

Turkish  

21 

4,117 

1 

676 

22 

4,793 

Norwegian  

1 

838 

1 

838 

French 

] 

283 

1 

”2.55 

2 

538 

llussian  

1 

1,0.50 

1 

1,0.50 

German  

1 

166 

1 

166 

Swedish  

"i 

”47 

1 

474 

A ustrian  

1 

'500 

1 

560 

Total  

268 

61,833 

105 

113,572 

373 

175,405 
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Return  of  Imports  and  Exports  within  the  Vice -Consiihir 
District  of  Castellamare  during  tlie  Year  1801. 


Expoets. 


— 

Tons. 

Value. 

Building  stones  and  paving  stones  . . 
Macaroni 

Green  fruit  . . . . . . 

Peas  and  beans 

Dry  fruit  and  nuts  . . 

Potatoes  and  vegetables 

Oil 

Wine  . . 

Cheese. . 

7,800 

3,180 

8,160 

370 

1,480 

4,200 

210 

110 

42 

£ 

4.600 

57,800 

63,000 

3,000 

35,400 

13,200 

7.600 

790 

490 

Total  . . 

25,552 

186,530 

There  has  been  a falling  off  in 
the  increase  in  duty  on  grain  here, 
Tariff  in  America. 

macaroni  exports,  caused  by 

, a7id  also  by  the  ]\IcKinley 

Impoets. 

Articles. 

Tons. 

Value. 

£ 

Coal  . . 

20,895 

32,400 

Wheat. . 

19,450 

211,000 

Maize  . . 

1,500 

11,300 

Old  rails 

2,300 

7,000 

Clay  . . • 

250 

200 

Wood  . . 

5,200 

9,200 

Total  . . 

58,595 

271,100 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1001.  Baltimore  . . 

..  Dd- 

1062.  Smyrna 

l|d. 

1002.  Taganrog  .. 

• • 

..  Id. 

1033.  Old  Calabar 

, , 

id. 

1003,  Riga 

• 

..  2d. 

1064.  Samoa 

id. 

1004.  Bordeaux  .. 

• 

..  2 Id. 

1065.  Tahiti 

Id. 

1005.  The  Hague  . 

• • 

..  l|d. 

1066.  Chefoo 

6d. 

1006.  Paraguay  , . 

..  l|d. 

1067,  Gothenburg 

2d. 

1007.  Constantinople 

• 

,.  l|d. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

« , 

• • 

lid. 

1008.  Rome 

..  Id. 

1069.  Loanda 

l|d. 

1009.  Mozambique 

..  Id. 

1070.  Guatemala.. 

Id. 

1010.  Wenchow  .. 

. . Id. 

1071.  Zanzibar  .. 

Id. 

1011.  Mogador  .. 

, , 

..  2|d. 

1072.  Charleston, . 

, , 

2id. 

1012.  Amoy  .. 

..  Id. 

1073.  Nice 

Id. 

1013.  Kiukiang  . . 

, 

..  Id. 

1074.  Caracas 

Id. 

1014.  Stettin 

..  lid. 

1075.  Lisbon 

2d. 

1015.  Boston 

..  -Id. 

1076.  Calais 

2d. 

1016.  Callao 

..  Id. 

1077.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

5id. 

1017.  Aleppo  .• 

• • 

..  Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia 

2id. 

1018.  Santos 

..  2|d. 

1079.  Brindisi 

2d. 

1019.  Piraeus 

..  Id. 

1080.  New  York.. 

2d. 

1020.  Mogador  .. 

..  Id. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

• • 

lid. 

1021.  Adrianople.. 

..  id. 

1082.  Frankfort  .. 

4d. 

1022.  Tripoli 

..  Id. 

1083.  Hiogo 

c. 

lid. 

1023.  Jerusalem  .. 

..  Id. 

1084.  Tokio 

lid. 

1024.  Odessa 

• <• 

..  6d. 

1085,  Amsterdam 

Id. 

1025.  Genoa 

• • 

..  Hd. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

3d. 

1026.  Kiungchow 

..  Id. 

1087.  Bangkok  . . 

id. 

1027.  Batoum 

..  4|d. 

1088.  Soul 

lid. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

..  Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai.. 

• • 

Id. 

1029.  Batavia 

. . Id. 

1090.  Copenhagen 

• • 

id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

..  id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

id. 

1031.  San  Jose  .. 

..  Id. 

1092.  Bushire 

2d. 

1032.  Manila 

, , 

..  lid. 

1093.  Tamsui 

Id. 

1033.  Marseilles 

Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk  . . 

• « 

Id. 

1034.  Swatow  .. 

..  Id. 

1095.  Port  Said  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1035.  Paris 

t • 

..  id. 

1096.  Guatemala. . 

• • 

id. 

1036.  Ichang 

• • 

. . 5d. 

1097.  Chungking 

9d. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

..  Id. 

1098.  Nagasaki  .. 

Id. 

1038.  Foochow  .. 

..  Id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

2d. 

1039.  Brest  .. 

..  Id. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1040.  Madeira 

..  id. 

1101.  Shanghai  .. 

2d. 

1041,  Antwerp  ,, 

• « 

..  lid. 

1102.  Jeddah 

id. 

1042.  Taganrog  .. 

• • 

..  2 id. 

1103.  Chicago 

• • 

Sd. 

1043.  Algiers 

..  2id. 

1104.  Erzeroum  .. 

• • 

id. 

1044.  Hankow  .. 

..  lid. 

1105.  Loanda  .* 

• • 

3(1. 

1045.  Nantes 

..  lid. 

1106.  Macao 

id. 

1046.  Belgrade  .« 

..  2d. 

1107.  Canton 

f • 

Id. 

1047.  Fiume 

..  Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo 

l|d. 

1048.  Wuhu 

..  Id. 

1109,  Tunis 

lid. 

1049.  Cagliari 

• • 

..  Id. 

1110.  Sofia 

• • 

3d. 

1050,  Erzeroum  .. 

..  Id. 

1111.  Brunei 

lid. 

1051.  Syra  .. 

..  Id. 

1112.  Athens 

• • 

2id. 

1052.  Cherbourg.. 

..  Id. 

1113.  Alexandria 

2d. 

1053.  Lima 

..  Id. 

1114.  Vienna  .. 

Id. 

1054.  Bilbao  .. 

..  Md. 

1115,  Stettin 

2id. 

1055.  Cadiz 

..  2d. 

1116.  Berne 

Id. 

1056.  Corunna 

..  2id. 

1117.  Palermo  .. 

2id. 

1057.  Saigon 

• • 

..  Id. 

1118.  Tokio 

, * 

lid. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

Id. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

3d. 

1059.  Trebizond  .. 

..  Id. 

1120.  TenerifFe  .. 

Id. 

1060.  Barcelona  .. 

t • 

..  lid. 

1121.  Damascus  .. 

Id. 

1061.  Tainan  .* 

• • 

. . Id. 

1122.  Naples 

• • 

2d. 

No.  1123. 

lleferencz  to  'pTcvions  Reioort,  Annual  Series  No.  935. 
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Mr.  de  Bunsen  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Tohlo,  August  5,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  herewith 
the  Hakodate  Trade  Report  for  the  year  1891,  which  has  been 
compiled  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Hall,  Her  Majesty’s  Consul  at  that  Port. 

(Signed)^'^’M!’DE  BUNSEN. 
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In  this  report  is  given  a succinct  review  of  the  material  lotioductory; 
resources  and  economical  condition  of  the  important  island  of  which 
this  port  is  the  emporium. 

Under  the  head  of  commerce  will  appropriately  come  in  such  Return  of 
remarks  as  may  be  su^o-csted  by  the  returns  of  the  trade  and 
shipping  of  the  port  for  last  year^  which,  as  usual,  are  herewith 
enclosed. 


Products, 

Although  in  extent  the  Island  of  Yezo  is  over  30,000  square  Paucity  of 
miles,  nearly  the  same  size  as  Ireland,  its  population,  while  of  ^s^’i^^Rural 
late  years  steadily  increasing,  is  still  well  shore  of  500,000,  and 
the  land  under  cultivation  is  just  a trifle  over  100,000  acres,  or 
about  the  average  of  a single  British  county.  As  the  Japanese 
are  mainly  an  agricultural  people  and  the  island  has  been  theirs 
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for  nearly  two  centuries,  the  above  figures  would  of  themselves 
suggest  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  well-suiled  for  tillage. 
And  tliis  inference  seems  to  me  to  be  fully  confirmed  by  the 
partial  surveys  and  explorations  that  have  been  carried  on  during 
the  last  20  years.  Its  infertility  is  .due  partly  to  the  character  of 
the  soil,  and  partly,  though  in  a less  degree,  to  the  climate. 
More  than  half  of  the  island  consists  of  rugged  mountains, 
mostly  of  volcanic  rock,  covered  with  thickets  and  virgin  forest : 
while  of  the  low  land  in  the  river  basins  the  main  portion 
eonsists  of  swamps,  which  would  require  drainage  on  a large 
scale  to  render  them  arable.  Cultivation  is,  with  one  or  two 
inland  exceptions,  confined  to  the  small  fertile  plains  and  patches 
about  the  mouths  of  rivers  along  the  coast  of  the  southern  half  of 
the  island.  And  even  if  the  extent  of  good  soil  were  larger  than 
it  is,  another  serious  bar  to  the  extension  of  farming  is  interposed 
by  the  climate.  Although  the  latitude  of  Yezo  is  the  same  as- 
that  of  the  northern  half  of  Italy  its  climate  resembles  that  of 
Southern  Scandinavia  or  the  North  of  Scotland.  In  spite  of  the 
warm  current  which  constantly  flows  up  the  Japan  Sea  along  the 
west  coast  and  through  the  Tsugaru  Straits  the  mean  annual 
temperature  at  this  port,  the  warmest  part  of  the  island,  is  only 
47^  degrees,  and  the  thermometer  ranges  through  82  degrees 
Fahrenheit.  The  beneficial  effect  of  the  warm  current  on  the 
west  coast  is  doubly  counteracted : first,  by  a cold  current 
flowing  along  the  north  and  east  coasts  of  the  island,  which  keeps 
them,  for  four  months  in  the  year,  lined  with  a belt  of  drift  ice 
varying  from  5 miles  to  10  miles  in  width  ; and  secondly,  by  the 
westerly  and  north-westerly  winds  which,  chilled  by  the  cold  of 
the  Siberian  wilds,  prevail  for  more  than  half  the  year.  In  such 
a climate  rice,  the  favourite  cereal  of  the  Japanese  farmer,  wdll 
not  ripen ; and  as  the  rigorous  winter  lasts  half  the  year, 
followed  by  a cold  and  protracted  spring,  he  can  get  only  one 
crop  from  the  land  in  a year,  as  against  the  two,  three,  and  even 
four  crops  yielded  by  the  more  favoured  islands  to  the  south.  It 
is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  production  of  cereals  is  necessarily 
slight,  and  the  main  reliance  of  the  immigrant  farmers  must  be 
root  crops  and  fruit.  In  1890  the  yield  of  the  various  crops 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  island  was  as  follows : — 


Eice 

Tons. 

5,414 

Barley  . . 

2,610 

Wheat  . . 

],141 

Oats 

1,187 

Millet  . . 

3,171 

Beans 

9,047 

Buckwheat 

2,958 

Maize 

2,251 

Beet 

11,873 

liaise 

442 

Potatoes  . . 

53,845 

Plax 

1,166 

Indigo 

236 
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The  estimated  value  of  the  total  agiicultural  px'oducc  above 
enumerated  was  under  2o0;000/. 

Agriculture  claimed  notice  first  on  account  of  tlie  costly  and  Abundance  of 
long  continued  efTorts  made  by  the  Government  for  its  develop- 
ment;  but  the  island’s  chief  source  of  wealth  lies  in  its  coal  beds. 

Fifteen  years  ago  it  was  estimated  by  the  American  engineers 
who  made  the  first  surveys  for  the  Government  that  the  workable 
coal  beds  of  Yezo  contained  150,000,000,000  tons,  or  about  two- 
thirds  as  much  as  the  coalbeds  of  Great  Britain.  Doubts  have  some- 
times been  expressed  as  to  tlie  soundness  of  this  large  estimate; 
but  time  and  fuilher  investigation  have  more  than  confirmed  it. 

An  elaborate  Japanese  report,  embodying  the  results  of  the  mo-t 
recent  surveys,  was  published  in  March  this  year.  From  this 
carefully  ccmpiled  official  document  it  appears,  as  the 
result  of  actual  surveys  just  completed,  that  there  are  in  the 
workable  seams  over  600,000,000  tons  of  coal,  the  total  for  all  the 
rest  of  Japan  being  700,000.000  tons.  Of  the  Yezo  coal,  nine- 
tenths  are  found  in  one  district,  that  of  the  valley  of  the 
Ishikari  River,  near  the  west  coast ; the  remaining  tenth  being 
scattered  over  fine  fields,  of  which  the  most  important,  that  called 
Rumoe,  in  the  province  of  Teshiwo,  lies  quite  close  to  the 
coast  on  the  same  side  of  the  island,  just  north  of  the  head 
waters  of  the  Ishikari  River.  Then  come  the  Soya  coalfield  at 
the  extreme  north  of  the  island  and  the  Kushiro  on  the  south- 
east coast,  each  containing  10,000,000  tons.  The  first  coal  mined 
in  the  island,  at  Iwanai  in  the  province  of  Shiribeshi,  belongs  to 
the  smallest  of  the  six  coalfields,  containing  barely  2,000,000  tons. 

As  regards  the  quality  of  this  valuable  mineral,  although  it  is 
very  uneven,  and  none  of  it  stands  in  the  front  rank,  even  of 
Japanese  coal,  still  it  is  all  marketable,  and  some  of  the  better 
class  mines  in  the  Ishikari  field,  notably  those  of  Iloronai, 
Ikushumbetsu,  and  Sorachi  yield  a coal  not  at  all  inferior  to  the 
product  of  the  Kiushiu  mines,  the  famous  and  fast  dwindling 
Takashima  alone  excepted.  Though  found  in  comparatively 
recent  geological  strata  they  are  true  bituminous  coals,  widely 
renowned  by  their  compo^ition  from  all  known  coals  of  similar 
age,  and  equal  in  commercial  value  to  Australian  coal.  Taking 
them  all  round  at  the  low  average  of  6.9.  per  ton  it  thus  appears 
that  the  value  of  the  coal  treasures  of  the  island  is  close  upon 
200,000,000/. 

As  compared  with  the  coal  reserves,  the  other  mineral  resources  other 
of  the  island  are  of  minor  importance.  It  was  at  one  time  thought  minerals: 
that  Yezo  might  almost  rival  Sicily  in  the  richness  of  its  sulphur 
supply,  but  later  investigations  reduce  the  estimate  to  much  more 
modest  dimensions.  In  a recent  official  report  on  the  subject  the 
total  quantity  of  workable  sulphur  is  set  down  as  being  about  315,000 
tons.  More  than  two-thirds  of  this  is  in  one  spot,  the  cluster  of 
volcanic  hills  in  the  north  of  the  province  of  Kushiro, 
especially  those  known  as  Atosa  and  Oakau.  There  are  seven 
other  localities  where  ore  of  the  same  rich  quality,  yielding  about 
80  per  cent,  of  pure  sulphur,  is  found,  but  in  far  smaller 
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limestone. 


Other 
minerals : 
copper,  iron 
sanrl. 


quantities.  Of  these  the  tlirec  most  considerable  are  Kaiisu,  In 
Kunashiri,  the  most  southerly  of  the  Kuriles,  containing  about 
.30,000  tons;  Kenruni,  in  the  Ishikari  province,  with  about 
25,000  tons ; and  Shiretoko,  on  the  eastern  peninsula  of  the 
Island,  with  about  20,000  tons  of  crude  ore.  The  estimated 
reserve  of  pure  sulphur  in  the  whole  Hokkai  Do,  or  North  Sea 
district,  which  embraces  Yezo  and  the  Kurile  Archipelago,  is, 
therefore,  about  200,000  tons.  In  1890  the  quantity  of  ore  worked 
was  a little  over  30,000  tons,  which  produced  some  18,000  tons 
refined  sulphur.  At  this  rate  the  supply  would  not  last  much 
longer  than  10  years.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
the  ore  included  in  the  above  official  survey  was  only  uf  the  first 
quality,  which  is  of  quite  abnormal  richness.  If  it  became  ])rofit- 
able  to  work  inferior  veins,  as  poor,  say,  as  those  of  Sicilian 
average,  or  if  the  use  of  ])yrites  in  place  of  prepared  sulphur 
should  come  to  be  extensively  adopted  in  the  arts,  it  is  probable 
that  this  island  might  rank  as  second,  but  by  a long  interval,  to 
Sicily  as  a source  of  supply  for  the  world.  America  is  the  sole 
customer  as  yet  for  the  Yezo  sulphur,  as  its  nearness  and  the 
consequent  cheapness  of  freight  is  a set-off  to  the  high  first  cost 
of  the  article  as  laid  down  at  Hakodate.  It  may  be  as  well  lo 
note  that  in  the  first  necessarily  rough  and  approximative  report 
on  the  geology  of  Yezo  the  amount  of  workable  sulphur  was  con- 
jectured to  be  about  3,700  tons.  It  is  probable  that  the  latest 
official  estimate  of  about  a hundred  times  that  amount  still  errs 
on  the  side  of  excessive  caution. 

Next  in  extent  and  value  to  sulphur  amongst  the  mineral  pro- 
ducts of  the  island  are  its  beds  of  limestone,  a mineral  the  utility 
of  which  was  so  little  understood  in  times  past  by  the  Japanese 
that  for  centuries  they  have  got  their  supply  of  lime  by  burning 
shells.  In  proportion  as  bricks  and  mortar  take  the  place  of 
wood  and  mud  for  house  building  the  value  of  this  mineral  will 
increase,  and  still  more  when  the  knowledge  of  its  properties  as 
an  opener  and  fertiliser  of  heavy  clay  soils  becomes  more  widely 
diffused  amongst  the  farming  class.  It  is  found  in  28  places 
throughout  the  island,  very  few  of  which  have  even  begun  to  be 
worked.  Three  are  within  a few  miles  distance  of  this  port ; and 
a beginning  has  been  made  in  turning  to  account  this  source  of 
wealth  by  the  establishment  of  a manufactory  of  Portland  cement 
on  the  north  side  of  the  harbour.  The  limestone  bed,  about  5 
miles  long  by  nearly  miles  broad,  and  of  great  but  unknown 
depth,  is  about  6 miles  off,  in  the  village  of  Garono-Sawa ; the 
clay,  of  very  fine  quality,  is  less  than  half  that  distance  away 
at  Moheiji.  Another  bed  in  the  vicinity,  at  Yunosawa,  is  about 
200  feet  in  thickness,  but  its  extent  has  not  been  determined. 
All  the  limestone  of  the  island  is  of  highly  metamorphic 
quality ; but  no  veins  of  ornamental  marble  have  yet  been 
discovered. 

The  few  other  minerals  found  in  the  island  are  not  of  much 
account.  Like  the  other  islands  of  the  Japanese  Archipelago, 
Yezo  is  singularly  poor  in  iron.  Hardly  a trace  of  any  of  the 
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usual  orc3  have  been  found  in  it.  Small  patches  of  magnetic 
iron  sand  occur  on  the  south  shore  of  Volcano  Bay,  and  in  a 
few  places  still  smaller  deposits  of  a hard,  coarsely  honey- 
combed bog  ore  (limonite),  which  is  believed  to  have  been 
formed  from  what  were  originally  alluvial  deposits  of  the  above- 
mentioned  magnetic  iron  sand.  Neither  of  these  forms  of  iron 
is  easy  to  work  ; and  the  amount  of  them  both  together,  if 
worked,  would  hardly,  it  is  believed,  yield  more  than  100,000 
tons  of  pure  iron. 

Of  other  metals,  gold  dust,  zinc,  lead,  silver,  and  manganese, 
there  are  scanty  traces  only.  Copper  is  slightly  more  plentiful, 
in  the  three  years  1888-90  some  2,400  tons  of  pyrites  were  ex- 
tracted, value  about  3,000/. 

The  sea  round  the  island,  however,  has  hitherto  yielded  Marine 
annually  much  larger  gains  than  the  land,  taking  both  agriculture  2erhs 
and  mining  together.  It  was  chiefly  on  account  of  its  teeming 
fisheries  that  the  Japanese  have  kept  their  hold  on  Yezo  since 
the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Not  that  there  is  any 
scarcity  of  fish  food  around  the  coasts  of  Japan  proper  ; not  a 
quarter  of  the  fish  taken  in  Yezo  is  intended  for  food.  More  than 
three-fourths  of  the  annual  catch  (herring,  pilchard,  and  sardines) 
goes  to  make  manure  for  the  rice-fields.  Of  late  j’ears,  owing  to 
steam  communication,  a larger  proportion  than  formerly  is  being 
directly  sold  for  food  ; but  the  methods  of  curing  still  leave  much 
to  be  desired.  In  1890  the  export  of  fish  manure  was  136,000 
tons,  valued  at  over  800,000/.,  being  about  three- fourths  of  the 
aggregate  of  marine  produce  of  all  kinds,  including  seaweed.  The 
export  in  the  same  year  of  fish  for  food  was  salmon  and  salmon- 
trout,  24,000  tons  (value  124,000/.);  herrings  (mostly  dried,  few 
salted),  10,450  tons  (value  80,000/.)  ; miscellaneous,  including 
dried  cuttle-fish,  cod,  and  molluscs,  3,300  tons  (value  46,000/.)  ; 
fish-oil,  2,032  tons  (value  12,000/.).  A largo  and  growing  fraction 
of  the  fish  for  manure  is  passed  through  rude  oil-presscft;  the 
residuum,  after  the  extraction  of  the  oil,  losing  very  little  of  its 
value  as  a fertiliser.  Few  varieties  of  oil  can  compete  with  fish 
oil  as  a lubricator  of  machinery,  jirovided  it  be  profierly  clarified, 
which  Jajianese  fish  oil  seldom  is.  Doubtless  the  methods  of 
])urifying  the  oil  will  soon  he  improved,  under  the  double  stimulus 
of  a rising  price  for  the  oil  and  a falling  price  for  the  fish  manure, 
for  the  latter  commodity  is  beginning  to  encounter  the  competitifui 
of  bean-cake  from  North  China  as  a fertiliser  of  paddy-fields. 

A summary  and  comparison  of  the  three  great  sources  of  pro-  Summary, 
duce — the  sea,  the  snl,  and  the  sub-soil — for  the  year  J890  (the 
latest  for  which  the  figures  are  obtainable)  gives  the  following 
result: — - 
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Produce. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 

Tong. 

£ 

Marine  . . 

200,266 

1,200,000 

Agricultural 

95,350 

220,000 

Mineral  . . 

200,000 

70,000 

Total  . . 

•• 

1,490,000 

Population. 

Steady  and  even  rapid  as  the  increase  of  population  has  been 
throughout  the  past  25  years,  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  still  very 
far  below  any  standard  that  could  be  considered  as  at  all  adequate 
to  the  proper  development  of  the  resources  of  the  island.  Every 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  in  the  harvest  of  the  sea,  the 
resident  population  has  to  be  supplemented  by  an  influx  of  able- 
bodied  labourers  from  the  main  island,  amounting  on  the  average 
for  the  last  five  years  to  over  60,000  men.  These  flock  over  princi- 
pally from  the  northern  provinces  and  from  the  fishing  villages  of 
the  west  coast  as  soon  as  spring  sets  in  ; and  after  the  season^s 
lucrative  employment  is  over  return  to  their  homes  at  the 
approach  of  winter.  From  April  till  about  the  middle  of  July 
they  are  engaged  in  the  herring,  salmon,  and  sardine  fisheries ; 
then  the  gathering  and  drying  of  the  edible  seaweed  begins,  and 
during  August  and  September  furnishes  them  with  full  employ- 
ment. During  these  summer  visits  to  the  coasts  of  the  island 
many  of  these  sea-harvesters  become  favourably  impressed  by  the 
aspect  of  the  country,  and  in  the  following  or  some  subsequent 
year  immigrate  as  permanent  settlers. 

The  increase  of  population  spontaneously  brought  about  in 
this  way  has  so  grown  of  late  years  that  it  now  far  exceeds  the 
Government-aided  immigration.  That  this  is  the  true  explanation 
of  the  movement  of  population  seems  to  be  proved  by  the  fact 
that  the  south-west  peninsula,  comprising  the  two  provinces  of 
Oshima  and  Shiribeshi,  where  the  take  of  fish  is  most  abundant, 
is  also  the  part  of  the  island  where  population  is  thickest.  In 
the  year  1889,  the  latest  for  which  detailed  returns  are  available, 
these  two  provinces  contained  243,574  inhabitants,  out  of  a total 
of  370,576  for  the  whole  island.  In  that  year  there  were  five  towns 
in  the  island  with  a population  of  over  10,000,  as  follows  : — 

Population. 


Hakodate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  62,909 

Otaru 20,162 

Sapporo  .,  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16,876 

Esashi  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13,798 

Fukuyama  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,.  12,041 


Of  the  above,  three,  namely,  the  first,  fourth,  and  fifth  are  in 
Oshima;  Otaru  is  in  Shiribeshi;  whilst  the  capital,  Sapporo,  is 
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very  close  to  it  in  the  adjoining  province  of  Ishikari.  The  popu- 
lation of  this  port  is  thus  treble  that  of  the  titular  capital,  and  it  is 
steadily  on  the  increase,  having  risen  from  50,725  in  1887  to 
57,943  in  1891.  How  rapidly  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  in- 
creasing in  the  island  as  a whole  will  appear  from  the  fact  that 
in  1868  the  total  population  was  58,467,  and  1891  was  429,159, 
being  a rise  from  2 to  12  persons  per  square  mile.  For  the  last 
three  years  the  figures  are — 

Population. 

1889  370,500 

1890  406,514 

1891  429,159 

In  these  totals  are  included  the  tonden  hei,”  or  soldier- 
farmers,  amounting,  with  their  families,  in  1890,  to  12,166  per- 
sons; and  the  aboriginal  Aimu,  of  whom  there  were  only  16,765. 
Fishing  and  agriculture  may  be  said  to  be  as  yet  the  sole  indus- 
tries ; the  mining  of  the  coal  is  done  mainly  by  convicts,  of  whom 
there  are  over  15,000  in  the  districts  of  the  Ishikari  Valley. 


Commerce, 

The  foregoing  facts  show  that  the  industrial  development  of  Commerce, 
the  island  is  still  in  its  infancy ; hence  it  follows  that  its  com- 
merce cannot  be  large.  It  is  rapidly  increasing,  however,  and  it 
is  nearly  all  with  the  main  island,  the  direct  foreign  trade  being 
of  insignificant  extent. 

The  imports  consist  mainly  of  provisions,  stores,  and  articles  Imports, 
of  prime  necessity,  such  as  rice,  sauce,  rice-beer,  soy,  sugar,  tea, 
tobacco,  oil,  paper,  clothing,  copper,  and  iron  utensils,  fishing- 
nets,  &c.  In  1890  the  value  of  the  imports  was  2,710,956/. 

One  fact  to  be  noted  is  that  timber  for  house-building  figures 
largely  amongst  the  imports,  although  some  four-fifths  of  Yezo 
is  covered  with  forest.  The  timber  of  the  island  is  not  of  good 
quality ; experience  has  shown  that  however  carefully  seasoned 
it  shrinks  and  warps  after  being  worked  up.  The  most  valuable 
tree  in  the  island,  from  a commercial  point  of  view,  is  the  poplar, 
from  which  Japanese  lucifer  matches  are  for  the  most  part 
made.  It  is  very  abundant  along  the  north-east  coast,  forests  of 
it  stretching  for  miles  on  the  seaward  slopes  of  the  hills  of  the 
province  of  Kitami.  It  is  cut  up  into  billets  about  2 feet  long 
soon  after  being  felled,  and  is  sent  in  large  quantities  to  Osaka, 
the  principal  seat  of  the  match  factories,  yet  the  value  of  the 
imported  building  timber  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  exported 
match-wood.  It  is  only  the  very  poorest  class  of  the  Japanese 
people  who  are  content  \vith  inferior  wood  for  the  joinery  of 
their  dwellings;  and  of  the  four  favourite  kinds— elm 
(‘^  keyaki ’^),  cedar  (‘‘sugi^’),  pine  ('Miionki  and  deal 

matsu  ”),  not  one  is  to  be  found  in  this  island  of  sufficiently 
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good  quality  to  compete  ^Yith  the  ordinary  grades  of  southern 
timber. 

The  exports  in  1890  amounted  in  value  to  2,210,820/.,  con- 
sisting of  marine  produce,  sulpliur,  coal,  and  beans.  Of  these, 
with  the  exception  of  sulphur  and  seaweed,  only  a portion  passes 
through  this  port  for  shipment.  The  coal  is  mostly  shipped  direct 
from  Otaru.  Much  of  the  marine  and  miscellaneous  produce  is 
collected  in  dribblets  by  small  steamers  that  ply  along  the  coast. 
Nearly  all  the  seaweed,  however,  is  stored  at  and  shipped  from 
this  port  on  account  of  the  freight  facilities  not  elsewhere  obtain- 
able. Sulphur  is  shipped  here  for  San  Francisco,  being  the  only 
direct  export  abroad.  Both  these  staple  exports  are  subject  to 
considerable  fluctuations.  Last  year  owing  to  the  heavy  damage 
done  to  the  crop  by  the  drift  ice,  the  amount  of  seaweed  exporte  1 
was  only  8,022  tons  (value  50,540/),  being  about  half  the 
quantity  and  value  of  the  preceding  year.  On  the  other  hand, 
sulphur  showed  a large  rise,  being,  in  1891,  15,825  tons  (value 
36,535/.),  or  nearly  double  the  export  of  the  year  before. 

To  pass  now  from  the  trade  of  the  whole  island  to  the  direct 
foreign  trade  of  this  port,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  tables  appended 
that  there  was  a considerable  hdling-off  in  1891  as  compared  with 
the  year  before.  The  general  depression  of  trade  that  prevailed 
throughout  the  east  was  felt  here  also.  The  figures  of  the  com- 
parison are — 


Value. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

Imports 

36,247 

109,936 

Exports  ..  .. 

102,792 

139,315 

Total 1 

139,039 

249,251 

Decrease  in  1891 

110,212 

• • 

The  shipping  of  this  port  in  1891  shows  an  increase  of  440 
ships  (88,406  tons  over  1890),  more  than  nine-tenths  of  this 
increase  being  under  the  Japanese  flag ; British  tonnage  remained 
steady  at  over  18,000  tons,  though  with  a decrease  from  16  to  13 
ships;  American  tonnage  in  1891  was  5,691  tons,  9 ships, 
against  2,874  tons,  5 ships,  the  preceding  year ; German 
s&pping  comes  next,  with  5 ships,  3,472  tons  last  year,  there 
having  been  none  the  year  before. 

In  explanation  of  the  delay  in  forwarding  this  report  I should 
state  that,  owing  to  the  removal  to  Sapporo  of  all  the  records 
and  statistics  relating  to  the  Hokkaido,  I have  experienced  extreme 
difficulty  in  amassing  information  of  later  date  than  1889,  the 
latest  year  for  which  statistics  have  been  published.  Except  as 
regards  the  minerals,  the  figures  embodied  in  this  report  have  been 
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partly  obtained  in  dribblets  from  the  mayor’s  office,  and  partly  com- 
])iled  from  back  files  of  the  local  Japanese  newspapers. 


Annex  1. — Return  of  the  Import  Trade  of  the  Port  of  Hakodate 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

£ 

Rail  iron  , . 

4,761 

27,298 

54,.o00 

Machinery  . . . . , , 

. . 

. . 

37,186 

Miscellaneous  .. 

•• 

1,949  .. 

18,250 

Total  i 

1 

36,247 

109,936 

Note.— Exchange  has  been  calculated  at  3^.  id.  to  the  dol.  for  1891,  and 
35.  Zd.  to  the  dol.  for  1890. 


Annex  2. — Return  of  the  Export  Trade  of  the  Port  of  Hakodate 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Iriko  (Beche-de-Mer)  .. 
Seaweed 

Sulphur.. 

Miscellaneous  .. 

Tons. 

68 

8,022 

15,825 

• ft 

£ 

7,888 

50,540 

36,535 

7,829 

Tons. 

905 

15,098 

8,037 

£ 

11,912 

94,512 

20,050 

12,841 

Total 

•• 

102,792 

•• 

139,315 

Note. — Exchange  has  been  calculated  at  35.  2|f?.  to  the  dol.  for  1891,  and 
35.  i\d.  to  the  dol.  for  1890. 


10 


JAPAN 


Annex  3. — Keturn  of  the  Values  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  Hakodate  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  , . 

27,298 

39,078 

China  . . 

68,428 

117,436 

. . 

, . 

Germany 

. , 

. . 

57,744 

United  States  .. 

S6,536 

18,176 

. . 

Other  countries 

7,829 

3,703 

8,949 

13,114 

Total 

102,792 

139,315 

36,247 

109,936 

Annex  4. — Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Hakodate 
during  the  Year  1891. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

4 

5,338 

9 

12,739 

13 

18,077 

Japanese,  foreign 

rig  

362 

26,883 

2,643 

895,652 

3,005 

922,635 

Japanese,  junk  rig 

1,767 

41,418 

... 

1,767 

41,418 

A merican 

9 

6,691 

9 

5,691 

Oerman  

... 

’”5 

3,472 

5 

3,472 

Russian  

... 

1 

220 

1 

220 

Total  

2,142 

79,330 

2,658 

912,083 

4,800 

991,413 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

1,981 

78,059 

2,279 

824,948 

4,360 

903,007 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

4 

5,338 

9 

12,739 

13 

18,077 

Japanese,  foreign 

rig  

335 

28,051 

2,625 

886,958 

2,960 

915,009 

Japanese,  junk  rig 

1,630 

30,633 

1,630 

30,633 

A merican 

9 

5,691 

9 

5,691 

German  

*”5 

3,472 

5 

3,472 

Russian  

220 

1 

220 

Total  

1,978 

69,713 

2,640 

903,389 

4,618 

973,102 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

1,906 

73,354 

2,268 

821,021 

4,174 

894,375 

HAKODATE 
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Annex  5, — Heturn  of  all  Foreign  Residents  at  Hakodate  on 
December  31,  1891. 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Residents. 

Number  of 

Firms. 

British 

30 

4 

French  . . 

9 

American 

3 

Russian  . . 

1 

• • 

Chinese 

30 

5 

Total  

73 

9 

Elsewhere  in  the  Hokkaido: — 


Number  of 


^ Residents. 

Sapporo,  American 3 

„ British 2 

„ German  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

„ French  . . . . . . . . , . 2 

„ Belgian  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Nemuro,  American  ..  ..  ..  4 

Kushiro,  British 1 
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No. 

Price. 

No.  ' — 

Price. 

1002.  Taganrog 

• • 

• • • 

Id. 

1063.  Old  Calabar  «« 

id. 

1003.  Riga  .. 

• • 

• • « 

2d. 

1061.  Samoa  .. 

id. 

1004.  Bordeaux 

• • 

• • • 

2|d. 

1065.  Tahiti  .. 

Id. 

1005.  The  Hague 

• • 

• • • 

lid. 

1066.  Chefoo  . . 

4 4 

6d. 

1006.  Paraguay 

• • 

• • • 

Hd. 

1067.  Gothenburg  .. 

4 4 

2d. 

1007.  Constantinople 

• • • 

Hd. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres  .. 

• « 

. . 

nd. 

1008.  Rome  .. 

• • 

• • • 

Id. 

1069.  Loanda. . 

lid. 

1009.  Mozambique 

• • 

• * • 

Id. 

1070.  Guatemala  ’ 

4 4 

Id. 

1010.  Wenchow 

• • 

Id. 

1071.  Zanzibar 

4 4 

Id. 

1011.  Mogador 

• • 

• • • 

2id. 

.1072.  Charleston 

, , 

2id. 

1012.  Amoy.. 

• • 

Id. 

1073.  Nice  ..  ,, 

Id. 

1013.  Kiukiang 

4 • 

Id. 

•1074.  Caracas..  .. 

Id. 

1014.  Stettin 

• • 

• • • 

Ud. 

1075.  Lisbon., 

2d. 

1015.  Boston.. 

• • 

• 4 4 

Id. 

1076.  Calais  .. 

2d. 

1016.  Callao  .. 

• • • 

Id. 

1077.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

4 4 

4 4 

5id. 

1017.  Aleppo.. 

• • • 

Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia  .. 

4 4 

2H. 

1018.  Santos  .. 

• • 

• • • 

2.id. 

1079.  Brindisi 

4 4 

2d. 

1019.  Piraeus.. 

* • 

• • • 

Id. 

1080.  New  York 

2d. 

1020.  Mogador 

• • 

• • • 

Id. 

1081.  San  Francisco. . 

lid. 

1021.  Adrianople 

^ • 

• • • 

id. 

1082.  Frankfort  .. 

* , 

4d. 

1022.  Tripoli.. 

4 • 4 

Id. 

1083.  Hiogo  .. 

lid. 

1023.  Jerusalem 

• • 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1084.  Tokio  .. 

l|d. 

1024.  Odessa., 

* 4 4 

6d. 

1085.  Amsterdam  . , 

Id. 

1025.  Genoa  .. 

4 4 4 

l|d. 

1086.  San  Francisco., 

, , 

3d. 

1026.  Kiungchow 

• • 

ai  4 4 

Id. 

1087.  Bangkok 

4 • 

id. 

1027.  Batoum 

• • 

4 4 4 

4 pi. 

1088.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

4 4 4 

Id. 

10S9.  Chiengmai  .. 

4 4 

Id. 

1029.  Batavia.. 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1090.  Copenhagen 

4 4 

id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

4 4 4 

id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

4 4 

id. 

1031.  San  Jos6 

• • 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1092.  Bnshire  , 

4 4 

2d. 

1032.^  Manila.. 

• « 

4 4 4 

lid. 

1093.  Tamsui..  .. 

Id. 

1033.  Marseilles 

• • 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

4 4 

Id. 

1034.  Swatow. . 

• • 

Id. 

1095.  Port  Said 

Id. 

1035.  Paris  .. 

• • 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala 

• 4 

• • 

id. 

1036.  Ichang.. 

t • 

• 4 4 

5d. 

1097.  Chungking  ,, 

4 4 

9d. 

1037.  Pakhoi.. 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1098.  Nagasaki  .. 

4 4 

Id. 

1038.  Foochow 

• • 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

2d. 

1039.  Brest  . . 

4 ♦ 

• 4 4 

Id. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres . , 

id. 

1040.  Madeira 

• • 

4 4 4 

id. 

1101.  Shanghai 

• 4 

2d. 

1041.  Antwerp 

• • 

4 4 4 

lid. 

1102.  Jeddah., 

id. 

1042.  Taganrog 

• • 

2 id. 

1103.  Chicago  ,, 

4 4 

3d. 

1043.  Algiers.. 

• • 

2,ld. 

1104.  Erzeroum 

4 4 

• 4 

id. 

1044.  Hankow 

• • 

4 4 4 

lid. 

1105.  Loanda.. 

3(1. 

1045.  Nantes.. 

• « 

4 4 4 

lid. 

1106.  Macao  .. 

id. 

1046.  Belgrade 

• • 

4 4 4 

2d. 

1107.  Canton..  ,, 

Id. 

1047.  Fiume  .. 

• • 

4 4 4 

1(1. 

1108.  Paramaribo  ., 

4 4 

lid. 

1048.  Wuhu  .. 

• «• 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1109.  Tunis  ..  ,, 

lid. 

1049.  Cagliari 

4 4 4 

Id 

1110.  Sofia  .. 

3d. 

1050.  Erzeroum 

4 4 • 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei.. 

lid. 

1051.  Syra  .. 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1112.  Athens.. 

2id. 

1052.  Cherbourg 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1113.  Alexandria  .. 

4 4 

4 4 

2d. 

1053.  Lima  .. 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1114.  Vienna..  ' 

1(1. 

1054.  Bilbao  .. 

lid. 

1115.  Stettin 

2id. 

1056.  Cadiz  .. 

2d. 

1116.  Berne  .. 

Id. 

1056.  Corunna 

4 4 • 

21(1. 

1117.  Palermo 

2id. 

1057.  Saigon  . . 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1118.  Tokio  .. 

l-id. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince. . 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

3d. 

1059.  Trebizond 

4 4 4 

Id. 

1120.  TenerifFe 

4 • 

Id. 

1060.  Barcelona 

4 4 4 

lid. 

1121.  Damascus 

• % 

Id. 

1061.  Tainan.. 

• 4 4 

1(1. 

1122.  Naples.. 

2(1. 

1062.  Smyrna 

• 4 4 

lid. 

1123.  llakodute  ,, 

• • 

Id. 
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URUGUAY. 

MONTEVIDEO. 


Mr,  Satow  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery, 

Mv  Lord,  ■ ' Montevideo y September  \y 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  a Report  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Grenfell  on  the  Trade  of  Uruguay  for  the 
year  1890,  to  which  lie  has  added  whatever  statistics  were  avail- 
able for  the  year  1891  and  the  first  half  of  1892,  as  well  as  some 
observations  on  Finance. 

‘ I have,  &c. 

::  ;;  (Signed)  ERNEST  SATOW. 
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The  detailed  returns  for  the  year  1889  not  having  been 
issued  at  the  time  when  the  last  report  on  the  trade  of  the 
Republic  of  Uruguay  was  published  the  piesent  report  will  com- 
mence with  that  year. 

The  Republic  of  Uruguay,  or,  as  it  is  officially  denominated, 


MONTEVIDEO. 


3 


the  Oriental  Kepublic  of  the  Uruguay,  is  situated  in  the  temperate  Geographical 
zone  of  the  South  American  continent  between  the  parallels  of  position  and 
latitude  35°  5'  S.  and  30°  0'  S.  between  longitude  53"  25'  W.  and  other  details. 
57°  42'  W.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Kepublic  of 
Brazil,  on  the  east  by  the  South  Atlantic,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
River  Uruguay,  from  which  it  takes  its  name  and  which  also 
divides  it  from  the  Argentine  Republic ; and  on  the  south  by  the 
River  Plate  or  ‘‘Rio  de  la  Plata.”  It  has  a sea  coast  and  river 
border  of  some  625  miles,  and  contains  an  area  of  63,320  square 
miles. 

The  predominating  aspect  of  the  country  is  that  of  an  Aspect, 
undulating  prairie,  becoming  hilly  towards  the  north  and  north- 
west. 

No  woods  or  forests,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  are  to  be  Woods  and 
found,  till  towards  the  extreme  north-west  of  the  R^epublic,  but  forests, 
firewood  is  plentifully  obtained  from  the  undergrowtHs  and  belts 
of  woodlands  found  on  the  borders  of  the  various  rivers  and 
rivulets. 

The  most  important  rivers  that  traverse  the  country  are  the  Rivers. 
“Santa  Lucia”  (from  which  the  tovvn  of  Montevideo  is  supplied 
with  water  by  the  Monte  vidian  Waterworks  Company),  the 
“Rio  Negro/^  “ Queguay,”  “ Daiman/^  “Arapey,”  and  “Ya- 
guaron.” 

The  northern  departments,  such  as  Salto,  Tucuarembd,  Cerro  Geological 
Largo,  Minas,  Treinta-y-tres,  are  the  actual  mining  districts,  and  formations 
no  doubt,  if  properly  worked  and  railway  communication  opened 
up,  are  capable  of  producing  good  results.  Gold,  silver,  copper, 
lead,  magnesium,  and  lignite  coal  exist  in  certain  quantities 
throughout  the  above-named  districts,  and  several  mines  arc 
being  worked.  The  principal  gold  mining  company  at  present  is 
“The  Goldfields  of  Uruguay  Company,  Limited,”  and  the  36tli 
ingot  of  gold,  weighing  352  ozs.,  being  the  entire  yield  for  the 
month  of  March,  has  just  been  sent  home  to  England. 

From  Salto  large  quantities  of  the  following  valuable  stones 
are  annually  exported,  principally  to  Germany,  where  they  arc 
cut  and  polished,  and  otherwise  worked  up;  white  and  violet 
amethyst,  agate,  topaz,  onyx,  opal,  cornelian,  crystals  of  all  sorts 
and  colours,  marble,  granite,  and  slate  are  abundantly  found  close 
to  the  surface  throughout  the  Republic. 

About  15  miles  from  Montevideo,  in  the  district  of  Las  Fossil 
Piedras  and  that  of  La  Paz,  fossil  remains  of  those  gigantic  remains, 
monsters  that  inhabited  the  plains  of  South  America  in  pre- 
historic times,  such  as  the  paleotherium,  mastodon  andium, 
rhinoceros  antiquus,  melalonix,  megatherium,  glyptodon  ornatus, 
and  the  glyptodon  clavipes,  ichthyosaurus  communis,  cervus, 
megaceros,  elephas  primigenius,  and  many  others  are  found  at 
from  5 metres  to  15  metres  below  the  surface,  A very  fine 
collection  of  these  has  been  made  by  Mr.  MUller,  of  Montevideo. 

No  finer  climate  exists  in  the  world,  and  few  to  equal  that  ciimaic. 
enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Uruguay.  In  mid-winter,  June, 
the  thermometer  averages  50  degrees,  although  at  night  it  a 
(1409) 
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times  falls  to  32  degrees,  so  that  frost  is  not  unknown;  but  it  has 
never  been  known  to  snow. 

No  regular  census  has  ever  been  taken  of  the  inhabitants,  but 
partial  ones  have  been  made  in  the  year  1879  and  also  in  1890. 
The  statistics  of  population  given  for  the  intermediate  years  have 
been  based  on  these,  and  can,  therefore,  only  be  considered  as 
approxi  m at  i on  s — 


1879  .. 
1882  .. 

1883  ' 

1884  .. 

1885  .. 

1886  .. 

1887  .. 

1888  .. 

1889  .. 

1890  .. 


Population, 

438/245 

605,207 

559,668 

582.858 

590.858 
596,463 
614,257 
648,297 
683,493 
748,915 


For  the  year  1891  a decrease  will  probably  be  found  when 
the  official  statistics  for  that  year  are  published,  owing  to  the 
emigration  of  labour  in  consequence  of  the  financial  difficulties  of 
the  Government. 

The  official  detailed  statistics  for  tlie  year  1890  have  only  just 
been  published,  and  none  as  yet  for  1891.  The  figures  and  totals 
for  the  latter  year  must  necessarily,  therefore,  be  those  gathered 
from  sources  that  I have  been  able  to  obtain  access  to  in  my 
official  capacity,  and  from  private  information,  but  they  may  be 
relied  on  as  correct. 

The  financial  crisis  that  overtook  the  country  about  the 
middle  of  1890,  coupled  with  the  critical  state  and  financial 
collapse  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  the  revolution  that  broke 
out  at  the  same  time  in  tlie  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  caused  a state 
of  panic  which  paralysed  commerce  and  depressed  stocks  and 
securities  to  such  an  extent  that  ruin  was  widespread.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  great  financial  houses  in  London,  which  had 
financed  River  Plate  loans  and  railways,  found  themselves  in 
difficulties,  and  unable  to  render  any  assistance  to  the  tottering 
financial  position  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  so  that  in  falling 
she  dragged  the  Republic  of  Uruguay  with  her,  and  plunged  her 
into  the  same  sea  of  hopeless  ruin  and  chaos  as  herself. 

The  effect  of  this  on  the  commerce  of  the  country  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  figures : — 


, Yei.r. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

1889 

30,823,863 

25,954,107 

1890 

32,364,627 

29,085,519 

1891 

18,978,420 

26,998,270 
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The  succeeding  figures  give  the  totals  for  the  same  years. 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Decrease. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

1889  .. 

36,823,863 

25,954,107 

62,777,970 

1890  .. 

32,364,627 

29,085.519 

61,450,146 

1,327,824 

1891 

18,978,420 

26,998,270 

45,976,690 

15,473,456 

Comparing  the  Imports  for  the  same  years  we  have  : — 


Dollars. 

1889  36,823,863 

1890  32,364,626 

Decrease  ..  ..  ..  4,859,237 

■ 1890  32,364,627 

1891  18,978,420 

Decrease  13,386,207 


In  the  exports  for  the  same  years  we  have : — 


Dollars. 

1889  25,954.107 

1890  2'V  85,519 

Increase  ..  ..  3,131,412 

1890  29,055,f.l9 

1891  26,9^8,270 

Decrease  2,087,219 
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Tables  showing  what  Articles  ol’  Import  and  Export  have  been 
most  effected,  notably  Piece-Goods,  Food  and  Drinks,  Raw 
Materials,  Building  Materials,  and  Machinery  during  the 
Years  1889-91. 


Imports. 


Class  and  Articles. 

..... 

Value. 

1890. 

Percentage. • 

1889. 

1890. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

I. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Drinks  ...  ... 

4,945,814 

4,408,468 

••• 

537,346 

... 

10  -86 

II. 

Foods  and  cereals 

8,076,686 

6,777,837 

1,298,849 

1 

- 

16-08 

Ill- 

1 

Tobacco  and  cigars  . . . 1 

593,369 

589,595 

6,226 

... 

•07 

... 

IV. 

Piecc-good'5.,.  ...  ..J 

1 

4,932,201 

3,770,977 

1,161,224 

... 

22-13 

V. 

llcady-naadc  clothing  ... 

1,742,814 

1,-532,206 

210,608 

12-48 

VI. 

Raw  materials,  building  | 
materials  and  machi-  ' 
nery  j 

8,466,058 

8,677,714 

211,656 

... 

2-49 

VII. 

Miscellaneous  : Starch, 
string,  leather,  china, 
glass,  matches,  iron 
safes,  kerosene,  blue, 
printing  paper,  watches, 
candles,  dry  goods,  &c. 

8,074,921 

6,608,430 

1,466,491 

18-16 

Total  

Less  increase 

36,821,863 

32,365,227 

217,882 

4,674,518 

217,882 

12-10 

Grand  total 

... 

... 

4,456,636 

... 
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Imports. 


Class  and  Articles. 

Value. 

1891. 

Percentage. 

1890. 

1891. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

I. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Drinks  

4,408,468 

2,998,361 

... 

1,410,107 

31-98 

II. 

Foods  and  cereals 

6,777,837 

4,317,318 

... 

2,460,519 

... 

36-31 

III. 

Tobacco  and  cigars 

589,595 

273,131 

... 

316,464 

... 

53-61 

IV. 

Piece-goods  

3,770,977 

2,561,557 

... 

1,209,420 

... 

32-07 

V. 

Ready-made  clothing 

1,532,206 

1,007,733 

... 

524,473 

... 

34  -22 

VI. 

Raw  materials,  materials 
for  building  

8,677,114 

4,516,257 

4,160,857 

... 

47-95 

VII. 

Miscellaneous  ; Starch, 
string,  leather,  china, 
glass,  matches,  iron 
safes,  kerosene,  blue, 
printing  paper,  watches, 
candles,  dry  goods,  &c. 

6,608,430  1 

3,-304,060 

3,304,370 

50 

Total  

32,364,627  j 

18,978,417 

13,386,210 

41-35 

An  increase  in  the  export  trade  will  be  noticed  for  the  year 
1890  as  compared  with  that  of  1889,  especially  in  stock-farm 
produce,  and  in  that  of  the  saladeros,  such  as  “ charqui,”  hides, 
hair,  bone-ash,  &c.  Owing  to  the  low  prices  offered  for  wool  at 
the  close  ol  the  shearing  season  of  1890,  which  terminated  at  the 
end  of  the  month  of  October,  a great  quantity  was  held  back 
from  export,  calculated  to  be  as  much  as  51,804,296  lbs.,  and 
valued  at  1,372,813/.  at  the  prices  offered.  This  amount,  there- 
fore, being  realised  in  the  following  year  tended  considerably  to 
swell  the  figures  for  the  exports  of  1891  and  correspondingly 
diminished  those  of  1890. 


Immigration. 
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Tablks  showing  the  Values  of  the  Exports  and  the  Differences 
and  Percentages  for  the  Years  1889-90-91. 


Exports. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1890. 

Percentage. 

1889. 

1890. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Live  stock 

Dollars. 

466,272 

Dollars. 

544,709 

Dollars. 

78,437 

Dollars. 

16-84 

Jerked  beef,  wool,  hides, 

. horns,  hair,  sheep 
skins,  &c.  

23,824,672 

26,007,091 

2,182,419 

9-16 

Agricultural  produce 

373,280 

1,234,934 

861,654 

32,002 

231  -09 

• •• 

Miscellaneous  produce  ... 

1,221,847 

1,253,849 

... 

2-61 

Food  supplies  for  ship- 
ping   

68,036 

44,936 

23,100 

33-83 

Total  

25,954,107 

29,085,519 

3,131,412 

12-06 

Exports. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1891. 

Percentage. 

1890. 

1891. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1 Increase. 

Decrease. 

Live  stock 

Dollars. 

544,709 

Dollars. 

1,510,083 

Dollars. 

965,374 

Dollars. 

177-22 

Jerked  beef,  hides,  horns, 
hair,  sheep  skins,  <bc.  ... 

26,007,091 

24,805,504 

1,201,587 

4-62 

Agricultural  produce 

1,234,934 

158,132 

... 

1,076,802 

••• 

86-38 

Miscellaneous  p rod  uce  . . . 

1,253,849 

391,206 

... 

862,643 

••• 

68  -47 

Food  supply  for  ship- 
ping   

44,936 

133,343 

88,407 

196*09 

Total  

29,085,519 

26,998,268 

... 

2,087,251 

7-17 

A great  falling-off  will  be  observed  in  the  figures  representing 
the  total  exports  for  the  year  1891,  notwithstanding  the  great 
increase  in  the  items  under  the  heads  of  live  stock  and  food  supply 
for  shipping. 

It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  the  productive  and  hence  the  ex- 
porting powers  of  this  country  have  not  been  developed  to  the 
extent  they  might  have  been,  owing  to  the  paucity  of  labour. 
Although  the  natural  increase  is  in  excess  of  that  observed  in 
older  and  more  settled  countries,  it  will  be  long  before  Uruguay 
possesses  a population  at  all  in  proportion  to  its  area.  At  present 
the  calculated  density  is  no  more  than  11*5  to  the  square  mile. 
The  desired  multiplication  of  the  inhabitants  must  for  a long  time 
to  come  depend  upon  an  influx  from  abroad. 

The  attempts  hitherto  made  to  stimulate  immigration  by  offer- 
ing free  passages,  besides  being  very  costly  to  the  State,  have  for 
the  most  part  resulted  unsatisfactorily.  The  natural  inducements 
are  less  than  in  the  neighbouring  Argentine  Republic,  and  it 
seems  probable  that  the  best  solution  is  to  be  found  in  enterprise 
and  public  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  great  landowners.  For  British 
immigration  Uruguay  hardly  affords  a field,  the  difference  of 
religion,  habits,  language,  Government,  &c.,  are  strongly  against 
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it ; but  for  Immigrants  from  Southern  Euroj  e it  is  a most  suitable 
country. 

During  the  last  30  years  foreign  commerce  has  very  much  Foreign 
increased,  especially  in  the  amount  of  the  imports  ; while  on  the  commerce, 
other  hand  the  amount  of  exports  have  remained  comparatively 
stationary  for  the  last  10  years. 

In  the  year  1882  the  exports  were  valued  at  22,062^934  dol.,' 
and  in  the  year  1891  at  22,998,278  dol. ; while  the  imports  for  the- 
year  1881  were  valued  at  18,174,800  dob,  and  in  the  year  1889, 
at  36,823,763  dol.  But  in  the  year  1891  they  fell  off  to 
18,978,420  dob  ' ■ ’ ' 

The  financial  difficulties  in  which  the  country  became  in-- 
volved  in  the  year  1891  probably  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
enormous  diminution  of  the  imports  for  that  year.  The  increase 
of  the  population,  more  especially  of  the  towns,  by  the  flow  of 
immigration  that  has  of  late  years  set  into  the  Republic  from 
Europe,  and  the  development  of  more  luxurious  tastes  and  re- ' 
quirements  have  probably  tended  to  augment  the  figures  repre- 
senting the  value  of  the  imports  of  latter  years.  This  was' 
certainly  the  case  in  the  year  1889,  when  the  country  was 
inundated  with  the  proceeds  of  loans  contracted,  abroad,  and 
means  were  facilitated  for  indulgence  in  expensive  habits  and 
ambitious  display  to  an  extent  hitherto  unknown.  No  correspond- 
ing extension  of  the  indigenous  means  of  production  has,  however, 
manifested  itself,  and  the  exports  have  accordingly  not  increased 
in  the  same  ratio.  - 

I will  now  endeavour,  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  to  describe 
the  most  important  articles  of  export. 

Under  the  head,  of  farm  produce  and  jerked  beef  we  have  Exports 
90  per  cent,  of  the  whole  exportation  ; the  former  consists  of  wtol, 
sheep-skins,  sun-dried  hides,  horns,  hoofs,  tallow,  hair  (horse), 
bones:  the  latter  is  sun-dried  beef.  Agricultural  products  consist 
of  wheat,  flour,  alfalfa  (lucern),  corn,  and  barley.  Paving-stones, 
flag-stones,  sand,  and  curb-stones  are  shipped  in  large  quantities 
to  the  Argentine  Republic. 

Uruguay  is  well  adapted  for  cattle  breeding,  thd  grasses  being  Domestic 
of  sufficiently  good  quality,  and  there  being  no  want  of  water  animals, 
throughout  the  year.  . Numbw  of. 

The  official  statistics  for  the  year  1889  give  5,519,856.  as  the 
number  of  head  of  cattle  then  existing  in  the  country,  and 
5,281,522  for  1890.  - - 

The  sheep  of  Uruguay  are  principally  valued  for  their  wool.  Sheep  t 
which  is  of  good  quality.  The  fleeces,  however,  are  of  no  great  Amount  and 
weight,  4 lbs.  being  the  average  in  an  unwashed  condition.  The  ’ 

carcasses  are  small  and  light ; the  mutton  is  not  of  the  best  class 
as  compared  with  that  of  other  countries*  The  quantity  of  wool 
exported,  and  the  official  value  of  tlie  same  for  the  year  1889  is 
given  as  45,433,529  kilos.  (98,863,469  lbs.),  valued  at  9,149,432 
dol.  (1,946,637/.);  for  the  year  1890,  .21,930,517  kilos. 
(47,740,388  lbs.),  and  valued  at  7,865,811  dol.  (1,673,576/.). 

Although  the  relative  proportions  of  the  amounts  and  values  for 
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the' last  named  years  appear  at  variance  with  eacli  other,  yet  this 
is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  low  price  of  wool  during  the  first 
three  months  of  1 889,  and  the  increase  in  value  during  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year  1890. 

As  already  stated  elsewhere,  a great  quantity  of  the  wool  crop 
of  1890  was  not  exported  till  the  year  1891.  This  explains  the 
diminution  in  the  figures  given  as  the  amount  of  wool  exported  for 
the  year  1890. 

An  attempt  was  made  some  years  ago  to  export  sheep  from  the 
Kepublic  of  Uruguay  to  England  in  a frozen  State ; but  the 
venture  met  with  no  success,  probably  owing  to  the  meat  of  the 
merino  breed  being  of  an  inferior  quality. 

The  horses  of  the  country  are  hardy,  sound,  useful  animals, 
averaging  14  hands  2 inches  in  height.  They  are  bred  in  the 
plains  where  they  roam  about  in  herds  in  a semi-wild  state,  and 
are  seldom  broken  in  before  the  age  of  five  or  six  years.  Their 
value  varies  from  85.  to  lOs.  for  mares,  and  from  21,  to  3/.  for 
unbroken  colts ; and  ordinary  saddle  horses  are  worth  from  5/. 
to  6/.  a-piece.  Mares  are  seldom  or  never  ridden  or  driven,  but 
great  numbers  are  killed  annually  for  their  hides  and  grease  for 
exportation.  During  the  last  five  or  six  years  the  English 
thoroughbred  horse  has  been  introduced  into  the  country,  with  an 
idea  of  improving  the  native  breed. 

In  the  following  figures  will  be  seen  the  amount  of  the  im- 
ports and  exports,  subject  to  and  free  of  duty,  for  the  year  1890, 
and  the  percentage : — 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Subject  to  duty  ^ 

Free  from  duty 

Dollars. 

26,429,206 

5,935,421 

81  -66 
18-34 

Dollars. 

1,036,331 

28,049,188 

3-56 

96-44 

Total  ••  .. 

32,364,627 

100-00 

29,085,519 

100  -00 

For  the  year  1891  we  have  the  following  figures  : — 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Subject  to  duty  . . 

Free  from  duty 

Dollars. 
16,375,141 
j 2,503,279 

86-74 

13-26 

Dollars. 

3,642,173 

23,456,079 

13-12 

86-80 

Total 

18,878,420 

100-00 

26,998,262 

99  -92 
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Tables  showing  the  Official  Values  declared  in  accordance  official  values, 
with  the  Custom-house  Tariff  of  the  Imports  from  and 
Exports  to  the  various  Countries  in  Commercial  Relations 
with  the  Republic  of  Uruguay  and  the  several  Percentages 
of  the  Totals  for  the  Years  1889-90. 

Imports, 


Country. 

\ 

1889. 

1890. 

! 

A’'alue. 

Percentage. 

Value.  1 

Percentage. 

Great  Britain  . . 

Dollars. 
10,471,610  1 

28-44 

Dollars. 

8,802,378 

27*17 

France  . . 

5,515,915 

14*98 

5,099,456 

15*74 

Italy 

3,260,524  1 

8*86  ‘ 

2,628,663 

8*12 

Brazil  . . 

2,504,692 

6*80 

2,47-2,786 

7*64 

United  Statesof  America 

3,411,601 

9*26 

2,444,936 

t 7 *55 

Germany 

3.431,830 

9*32 

2,809,315 

' ■ 8*67 

Spain  .. 

2,615,153  i 
1,625,894 

7*10 

2,174,181 

j 6-71 

Belgium  , , 

4*42 

1,495,667 

i 4-59 

Cuba 

186,373  ' 

0*51 

192,588 

! 0-60 

Argentine  Republic  .. 

1,450,057 

i 3*93 

2,643,328 

1 8-16 

A^arious  countries 

2,350,214 

1 6*38 

1,631,349 

5-05 

Total 

36,823,863 

100-00 

32.394,647 

100 -CO 

Equiv.  in  sterling  £ 

7,834,864 

! 

i 

1 

6,892,444 

Exports, 


Country. 

1889. 

1 

1890. 

Value. 

1 Percentage. 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Great  Britain  .. 

Dollars. 

3,551,623 

r " ” " 

13-69 

Dollars. 

3.946,347 

13-56 

France  ..  .. 

5,223,743 

' 20*13 

6,120,965 

21  -04 

Italy  ..  ... 

381,823 

1 -47 

358,646 

1 -23 

Brazil  ..  .. 

3,295,485 

12-69 

3,278,774 

11-27 

United  State.s  of  America 

1,441,310 

2,004,217 

6*89 

Germany 

1,299,731 

6-01 

1.019,578 

£41,646 

3-51 

Spain  . . 

366,746 

1 -41  1 

0-83 

Belgium  .. 

4,110,773 

' 15-84 

3,140,624 

10-80 

Cuba  ..  ..  .. 

249,917 

0-96  ! 

234,131 

0-81 

Argentine  Republic  . . 

2,289,552 

8-82 

2,550,740 

6,190,854 

8-77 

V arious  countries 

3,743,484 

14-43 

21  -29 

Total 

26,954,107 

100-00 

29,035,519 

100-00 

Equiv.  in  sterling  £ 

5,522,120 

• • 

6,188,408 

.. 

By  the  foregoing  figures  it  has  been  shown  that  Great  British  goods 
Britain  is  well  ahead  of  any  other  nation  as  an  exporter  of  goods 
to  the  Republic  of  Uruguay,  but  other  nations  arj  sparing  no 
efforts  in  the  endeavour  to  deprive  her  of  her  supremacy,  and 
trade-marks  and  brands  used  by  British  mercantile  houses  arc 
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Rivalry. 


French  goods. 


German  trade. 


imitated,  and  inferior  articles  thus  introduced  into  Uruguay  are 
sold  under  false  pretences  to  the  public  at  a chenpor  rate  as 
British  goods. 

Great  Britain  continues  to  hold  the  field  almost  iincontested 
in  the  following  articles: — Coal,  copper,  carpeting,  cloth,  cotton, 
piece  goods,  cotton-handkerchiefs,  bagging,  baize,  lead,  lead- 
piping, tin-plates,  steel,  iron-bars  .and  plates,  iron-roofing,  iron- 
lioops,  iron-piping,  kerseymeres,  linen  goods,  linseed,  paint,  pipes 
(earthenware),  tea,  saddlery  and  barnets,  salt,  soda  (carbonate), 
hats,  woollen  mixtures. 

She  is  also  first  in  the  following,  but  closely  followed  by  some 
of  her  rivals: — Arms  and  accoutrements  (Belgium);  eanvas 
(strong  rival  in  the  United  States);  coverlets  and  blankets  of 
wool  and  woollen  mixture  and  cotton  (Germany,  France) ; 
gunpowder  and  dynamite  (Germany)  ; linen  piece-goods  (Belgium, 
France,  Germany) ; iron  manufactures  (Belgium,  France,  Ger- 
many) ; looking-glasses  (Belgium,  Germany) ; machinery 
(France,  Belgium,  Germany)  ; ponchos  (Italy)  ; Portland  and 
Roman  cement  (France) ; pottery  and  porcelain  (Germany, 
France) ; sheep -wash  (Germany)  ; elastic- webbing  for  boots 
(Belgium,  France);  wire  for  fencing  (Germany,  Belgium); 
writing  materials  and  educational  appliances  (France,  Ger- 
many). 

France  is  first  in  bitters,  kid  gloves,  stearine,  brandy,  liquors, 
rum,  and  champagne.  In  other  articles  she  has  competitors:  pre- 
serves (England  very  closely) ; mustard  (England) ; potatoes 
(Chile) ; bitters  (Italy) ; printed  books  (Great  Britain,  Italy)  ; 
brandy  (Great  Britain)  ; carriages  (Great  Britain) ; tools  and 
appliances  for  carriages  (Great  Britain,  Belgium,  Germany) ; 
chocolate  (Great  Britain,  Spain) ; ready-made  clothing  for 
women  (Great  Britain,  France);  corks  (Germany,  Great 
Britain) ; men’s  cotton  shirts  (Germany,  Great  Britain)  ; cotton 
wick  (Great  Britain,  United  States);  drugs  (Great  Britain,  Ger- 
many) ; jewellery  (Germany) ; leather,  various  sorts  (Great 
Britain,  Belgium,  Germany);  match-boxes . (Italy) ; mercury 
(Germany,  Great  Britain) ; perfumery  (Great  Britain,  United 
States,  Germany);  sardines  in  oil  (Spain,  Great  Britain); 
silk  cravats  (Great  Britain) ; silk  handkerchiefs  (Great  Britain, 
Germany);  silk  mixtures  (Great  Britain,  Germany);  silk  piece 
goods  (Great  Britain) ; silver  plate  (Germany)  ; earthenware 
tiles  (Belgium) ; tinned  provisions  (Italy  and  Spain)  ; umbrellas 
(Great  Britain,  Germany,  Italy);  gold  and  silver  watches  (Ger- 
many); wines  in  bottle  (Italy);  w'oollen  piece  goods  (Great 
Britain,  Germany)  ; and  woollen  socks  (Great  Britain). 

Germany  is  supreme  in  indigo,  pianos,  salt  cod,  schna])ps,  and 
woollen  mufflers.  She  has  to  contend  with  rivals  in  acids 
(France);  empty  bottles  (France);  collars  and  cuffs  (Fratice, 
Great  Britain)  ; cotton  socks  (Great  Britain)  ; flannel  (Great 
Britain,  France)  ; furniture  (Great  Britain,  United  States, 
France);  gin  (Belgium,  Holland);  malt  (llclgium);  millinery 
(Great  Britain) ; pack  thread  (Great  Britain,  Belgium,  Unitecl 


MONTEVIDEO. 


13 


States);  printing  paper  (Great  Britain);  rice  (Italy);  sewing- 
machines  (United  States,  Great  Britain) ; spirits  of  wine  (Cuba) ; 
and  women’s  stays  (France,  Great  Britain). 

Italy  has  almost  a monopoly  in  chestnuts,  dried  figs,  marble,  Italian  trade, 
salt  beef  and  pork,  brown  paper,  string,  whip-cord,  and  twine.  , 

She  also  sends  half  the  supply  of  cheese  and  butter.  In  the 
following  articles  she  has  competitors : — Singlets  (Great  Britain),  - 
France,  and  Germany);  towels  and  napkins  (Great  Britain); 
drawers  (Great  Britain,  France,  and  Germany);  vermouth  and 
ferney  (France).  Of  olive  oil  she  furnishes  on  an  average  six 
times  as  much  as  Spain  and  ten  times  as  much  as  France.  Hope 
(Great  Britain)  ; ponchos  (Great  Britain). 

Spain  sends  principally  wines  of  an  inferior  quality,  such  as  Spanish  trade, 
“ priorato,’’  carlon,”  val  de  peiia,”  and  “ vino  seco ; ” all  of 
these  are  red  wines,  with  the  exception  of  the  last,  which  is  a very 
common  class  of  sherry.  In  the  year  1889  the  total  value  of  red 
and  white  wines  imported  into  the  country,  not  including 
champagne,  amounted  to  4,139,170  dol.  Spain  contributed 
2,014,036  dol. ; Italy,  1,141,557  dol.;  and  France  804,532  dol. 

But  in  1890  the  total  amounted  to  363,249  dol. ; and  Spain 
comes  first  with  1,575,114  dfds. ; France  next,  with  1,042,347 
dol. ; and  Italy  follows  with  813,545  dol.  Spain  also  sends 
almonds,  raisins,  olives,  spices,  and  bay-salt. 

A large  amount  of  timber  comes  from  the  United  States,  United  States 
especially  pine  of  various  sorts.  They  also  supply  the  greater 
proportion  of  agricultural  machinery  and  implements.  Great 
Britain  being  their  most  formidable  competitor.  This  will  be 
clearly  seen  from  the  following  table : — 


• 

Value. 

1889. 

1890. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Totals  . . . . . . 

43,508 

32,358 

United  States  .. 

32,008 

1,094 

Great  Britain  .. 

11,130 

370 

28,016 

i\rgentine  Republic 

•• 

3,068 

The  portion  imported  from  the  Argentine  Republic  is  probably 
of  United  States  origin.  In  the  year  1889  all  the  mowing 
machines  were  supplied  by  the  United  States  and  all  the  thrash- 
ing machines,  but  for  the  year  1890  they  only  contributed  1,200 
dol.  in  mowing  machines,  whilst  the  Argentine  Republic  sent 
l',620  dol.,  and  Great  Britain  only  180  dol.  In  the  same  year 
they  supplied  in  thrashing  machines  5C0  dols.,  and  Great  Britain' 

3,600  dol.  The  United  States  supply  half  the  clocks,  their 
principal  competitor  being  Germany. 

Belgium  has  all  the  trade  in  iron  beams  for  house  building,  Belgian  trade, 
but  she  also  sends  sheet-glass  (competitor  Great  Britain)  ; glass 
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and  crystal  (Germany,  Great  Britain,  France)  ; wlute  paper  (Italy, 
Germany,  Great  Britain);  hops  (Germany);  starch  (United 
States)  ; stearine  candles  (Germany,  Great  Britain) ; and  zinc 
(Germany,  Great  Britain). 

Cuban  trade.  Cuba  sends  nearly  all  the  cana  (white  rum),  and  most  of  the 
cigars  and  cut  tobacco  for  cigarettes. 

Increase  and  From  the  foregoing  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  Great  Britain, 

decrease  in  in  some  cases,  has  increased,  and  in  others  decreased,  her  supply 

(SearBritSn  certain  goods,  but  this,  I think,  has  been,  to  a certain  extent, 

for  governed  by  the  demand,  although  from  want  of  sufficient  know- 

1889-C0-91.  ledge  on  the  part  of  merchants  and  manufacturers,  as  has  been 
already  stated,  a good  deal  of  the  iron  trade,  once  entirely  in  her 
hands,  has  passed  to  Belgium  and  Germany.  On  the  other  hand, 
she  has  made  great  strides  in  the  introduction  of  her  woollen 
manufactures  and  in  agricultural  machinery  and  implements. 
Belgium,  however,  has  become  a formidable  rival,  having  trebled 
her  iron  imports  of  all  sorts.  Great  Britain  has  increased  her 
supply  of  thrashing  machinery,  formerly  in  the  uncontested  hands 
of  the  United  States,  and  she  has  doubled  her  supply  of  sugar, 
but  lost  entirely  that  of  wheaten  flour,  the  Argentine  Republic 
having  now  the  monopoly  of  this  latter  article.  In  table  salt  she 
has  increased  the  amount  so  considerably  that  it  may  be  said  she 
has  the  market  in  that  commodity  entirely  to  herself.  In  the 
following  articles  Great  Britain  has  lost  ground : — Cotton,  cotton 
mixtures,  linen  and  silk  goods,  but  has  gained  in  merceries  of  all 
kinds.  Of  ponchos  she  furnishes  only  half  the  amount  she  used 
to  formerly,  France  and  Italy  having  secured  a share  in  this 
business.  In  straw  hats  and  fabrics  she  has  gained  the  foremost 
place  with  three  times  her  former  contribution.  She  has  doubled 
her  supply  of  oil  for  machinery.  Of  steel  she  sent  one-half  less, 
as  also  of  tools  for  machinery.  In  steel  wire  for  fencing  there  is 
a decrease  of  50  per  cent.  In  ploughs  there  is  an  increase  of  50 
per  cent.,  and  in  earthenware  piping  for  main  drains  15  per  cent., 
and  out  of  a total  of  metal  piping  of  55,973  dol.  she  sent  54,942 
dol. ; of  sleepers  for  railways  only  one-half  the  former  number 
and  four  times  the  amount  of  fire-bricks  ; of  machinery,  twice  as 
much,  France  and  Germany  each  contributing  an  equal  amount. 
Great  Britain  has  sent  50  per  cent,  more  pick-axes  and  twice  the 
amount  of  rails,  and  three  times  the  amount  of  Portland  cement. 
She  has  sent  one-fifth  less  kid  skins,  and  half  the  amount  of  sheep- 
wash,  and  twice  as  much  sewing  thread,  but  has  lost  the  trade  in 
kerosene.  In  porcelain  earthenware  she  has  decreased  one-half 
in  her  supply.  In  gunpowder  and  dynamite  only  one-seventh  the' 
amount  has  been  credited  to  Great  Britain,  but  in  soda  she  has' 
sent  three  times,  and  in  saddlery  twice  as  much  as  in  the  last  year 
previous  to  that  under  review. 

It  will  be  thus  seen  that  Great  Britain  has  maintained  her 
leading  position  as  a trading  inition  with  Uruguay,  and  if  in  a few 
instances  she  has  not  supplied  the  same  quantities  as  before,  such 
as  railway  plant,  rails,  &c.,  it  has  been  simply  from  the  falling-off 
of  the  demand.  In  iron  beams  for  building  purposes,  Belgium 
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has  completely  monopolised  the  trade,  to  the  exclusion  of  Great 
Britain,  also  in  lamps,  fire  arms,  and  iron  manufactures  in 
general.  Probably  the  cheapness  and  not  the  quality  of  these 
articles  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  public  of  this  country, 
to  the  benefit  of  Belgium. 

Germany  su])plies  Uruguay  with  three  times  as  much  beer  as  German 
France  and  twice  as  much  as  Great  Britain ; this  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  as  the  light  quality  is  much  better  suited  for 
consumption  in  this  country  than  the  stronger  ales  of  Great 
Britain.  There  are  now  several  breweries  in  Uruguay  that  are 
owned  or  managed  by  Germans,  for  which  Germany  supplies  the 
malt  and  Belgium  the  hops. 

Germany  is  pre-eminent  in  supplying  furniture,  cheapness 
and  showiness  being  their  principal  merit  and  recommendation  to 
the  buyers  of  such  articles  in  Uruguay.  It  may  here  be  remarked 
that  the  superior  solidity,  simplicity,  and  comfort  of  British  furni- 
ture is  gradually  asserting  itself  and  gaining  ground.  In  pianos 
Germany  has  the  field  to  herself  up  to  the  present. 

England  supplies  the  tea  imported  to  Uruguay,  and  of  late  she  Tea. 
has  introduced  Indian  tea  with  some  success. 

The  conclusion  of  most  of  the  railway  enterprises  has  naturally  Iron, 
curtailed  the  demand  for  rails,  &c. 

The  United  States  supply  most  of  the  agricultural  machinery  Agriculiurul 
and  implements,  including  reaping  and  mowing  machines,  ploughs,  “^achioery. 
and  ploughshares.  Great  Britain  holds  the  supremacy  in  thrash- 
ing machines  and  in  hoes,  spades,  pick-axes,  and  rakes. 

It  may  be  here  mentioned  that  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  Merchandise 
has  had  a beneficial  effect  in  checking  the  exportation  from  Great 
Britain  of  foreign  goods  as  British  goods.  British  goods,  from 
their  superior  quality  and  manufacture,  command  higher  prices, 
in  some  cases  to  the  extent  of  some  10  per  cent,  to  20  per  cent. 

The  British  manufacturer  need  not  fear  the  competition  growing 
up  in  foreign  countries  as  long  as  the  high  reputation  attained  is 
not  imperilled  by  a desire  to  compete  in  quantity  and  not  in 
quality. 

It  is  said  that  there  has  been  a want  of  enterprise  on  the  part  Observation 
of  the  British  merchants  and  traders,  and  that  they  allow  them-  I^r^ish 
selves  to  be  pushed  out  of  the  market  by  their  active  and  energetic 
rivals.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  great  efforts  are  being 
made  by  Germans  and  others  to  obtain  as  much  as  possible  of  the 
import  trade  of  Uruguay  now  held  by  Great  Britain,  in  some 
instances  almost  as  a monopoly.  British  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers should  see  the  necessity  of  studying  the  requirements  of 
this  market  more  fully,  and  should  show  less  indifference  to  the 
competition  of  other  nations  if  they  desire  to  maintain  their  present 
supremacy,  for  trade  once  lost  is  not  easily  regained. 

By  referring  to  the  tables  and  figures  already  given  it  will  be 
noticed  that  although  there  has  been  a considerable  decrease  in 
the  general  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  this  country  for  the 
years  1889-90-91,  there  has  been  a proportionate  diminution  in 
the  trade  of  rival  countries. 

(U09) 
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duty. 


1C>  UllUGUAY. 

llecent  events  have  greatly  shaken  commercial  coiificlence  in 
the  fancied  prosperity  of  Uruguay,  Great  Britain,  as  well  as 
other  nations,  has  restricted  her  trade  accordingly.  It  is  natural 
to  suppose  that  as  soon  as  confidence  is  restored  trade  with 
Uruguay  will  assume  its  normal  proportions.  It  is  well-known 
that  the  accumulation  of  the  savings  of  the  inhabitants  is  very 
large,  and  that  notwithstanding  the  low  rate  of  interest  obtained 
from  the  local  banks,  these  savings  are  not  invested,  but  simply 
deposited  there  awaiting  the  course  of  events. 

Bubbles  of  every  description  have  burst,  wild  speculation  has 
come  to  an  end,  stupendous  schemes  and  undertakings  have 
received  their  death  blow,  and  property,  stocks,  securities,  and 
even  labour  have  settled  down  to  their  probable  real  commercial 
value. 


Tables  showing  the  Imports  and  Exports  Subject  to  or  Free 
of  Iluty  for  the  Years  1889-90. 

Imports,  1889, 


Country. 

Subject  to 
Duty. 

Free  of  Duty, 

Total. 

Great  Britain  . . , . . . ■ 

Dollars. 

8,160,491 

Dollars. 

2,305,119 

1 Dollars. 

10,471,610 

France  . . 

5,356,100 

159,813 

6,515,913 

Germany  . . . . . . ! 

3,015,099 

416,731 

3,431,830 

United  States  of  America  . . ! 

3,054,791 

356,810 

3,411,601 

Italy  ..  ..  ..  ..' 

3,217,205 

43,319 

48,236 

3,260,524 

Spain 

2,566,867 

2,615,153 

Brazil  . . 

1,552,852 

951,842 

2,504,694 

Belgium.. 

1,287,493 

333,401 

1,625.894 

Argentine  Bepublic  . . . . ; 

952,068 

496,989 

1,449,057 

Other  Xations  . . 

2,132,283 

405,304 

2,537,587 

Total 

31,301,249 

5,522,614 

36,823,863 

7,834,864 

Equivalent  in  sterling  £ 

6,659,840 

1,175,024 

biPORTS,  1890. 


Country. 

Subject  to 
Duty. 

Free  of  Duty. 

Total. 

Cr^at  Britain  .. 

France  . . 

Germany  • • • • • • i 

Argentine  Republic 

itai.y j 

Brazil  . . 

United  Stales  of  America 

Spain 

Belgium.. 

Other  nations  .. 

Dollars. 
6,348,451 
4,960,659 
! 2,378,174 

1,717,840 
2,584,606 
1,546,992 
2,109,889 
2,116,901 
1,285,643 
1,380,052 

Dollars. 

2,423,927 

138,777 

431,141 

925.488 

44,058 

925,794 

335,047 

57,280 

210,024 

1,081,886 

Dollars. 

8,772,378 

6,099,436 

2,809,315 

2,643,328 

2,628,663 

2,472,786 

2.444.936 
2,174,181 
1,495,667 

2.461.937 

Total  , 

Equivaleut  in  .sterling 

26,429,206 

5,623,235 

6,573,421 

1,398,600 

33,002,627 

7,021,835 

MONTEVIDEO. 
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Exports,  1889. 


Country. 

Subject  to 
Duty. 

Free  of  Duty. 

Total. 

Great  Britain  . . 

Dollars. 

5,801 

Dollars. 

3,545,822 

Dollars. 

3,551,623 

France  . . 

180 

5,223,563 

5,223,748 

Germany 

100 

1,299,631 

1,299,731 

United  States  of  America 

4,939 

1,436,371 

1,441,310 

Italy 

i 650  1 

381,173 

381,823 

Spain 

1 215  1 

1 366,531 

366,746 

Brazil  . . 

756 

3,294,729 

3,295,485 

Belgium.. 

. , 

4,110,773 

1,745,474 

4,110,773 

Argentine  Republic  .. 

544,078 

2,289,552 

Other  Nations  . . 

61,976 

3,931,345 

3,993,321 

Total 

618,695 

25,335,412 

25,954,107 

Equivalent  in  sterling  £ 

131,637 

5,390,511 

5,522,149 

Exports,  1890. 


Country. 

Subject  to  ^ 
Duty.  1 

Free  of  Duty. 

Total. 

Great  Britain  . . 

Dollars.  j 

3,680  ' 

268  ! 

Dollars. 

3,942,667 

Dollars. 

3,946,347 

France 

6,120,697 

6,120,935 

Germany 

. . 

1,019,575  1 

1 1,019,575 

Argentine  Republic 

629,918 

1,920,822 

1 2,550,740 

Italy 

150 

358,496 

' 358,646 

Brazil  . . 

398,057 

2,880,717 

i 3,278,774 

United  States  of  America 

40 

2,001,177 

2,004,217 

Spain 

220 

241,426 

i 241,646 

Belgium. . 

3,140,624 

6,422,987 

3,140,624 

Other  Nations  . . 

*2,998 

6,424,015 

Total 

1,036,331 

28,049,188 

29,085,519 

Equivalent  in  sterling  £ 

220,495 

! 5,987,910 

6,188,410 

Recapitulation  of  Imports  and  Exports, 


■ 

Country. 

1889. 

1890. 

1 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Great  Britain 

14,023,233 

12,718,725 

France.. 

10,739,658 

11,220,401 

Germany  .... 

4,731,561  ; 

3,828,990 

At  gentine  Republic  .. 

3,739,609  i 

5,194,008 

Italy 

3,642,347 

2,987,309 

Brazil  . . 

5,800,177 

5,751,560 

United  States  of  America  . . 

4,852,911 

4,449,153 

Spain  . . . . 

2,981,899 

2,415,827 

Belgium  • • • • • • 

5,7-36,667 

4,636,291 

Other  Nations 

6,529,908 

8,247,822 

Total  • • • • • • 

62,777,970 

61,450,146 

Equivalent  in  sterling  £ 

13,357,249 

13,076,411 

C 2 
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URUGUAY# 


Roads  and 
bridges  and 
agriculture- 


Frozen  meat. 


Superiority  of 
cattle  of 
Uruguay. 


Horses. 


Practically  speaking,  neither  made  roads  nor  bridges  exist  in 
the  Republic  of  Uruguay.  The  law  enacts  that  owners  of  land 
shall  be  liable  to  give  up  a width  of  19  yards  for  public  roads 
between  the  boundary  fences  of  the  estates  where  necessary; 
beyond  this  nothing  else  is  done,  nor  is  any  attempt  made  to  keep 
even  these  in  order.  Constant  traffic  soon  renders  these 
embryonic  roads  utterly  useless,  especially  in  winter  and  wet 
weather,  and  transit  often  becomes  impossible.  Travelling  was 
infinitely  easier  before  the  estates  were  fenced  in,  as  each  person 
chose  his  own  route,  and  naturally  avoided  tracks  that  had  from 
continued  use  become  converted  into  deep  ruts  and  sloughs. 

Good  roads  might  easily  be  made,  since  all  the  necessary 
materials  are  everywhere  to  be  found  at  hand,  such  as  stone, 
gravel,  lime,  and  sand. 

As  yet  there  is  but  one  road-making  machine  in  the  country. 
This  has  been  used  with  excellent  results  in  the  suburbs  of 
Montevideo,  and  has  given  great  satisfaction.  Great  expense  will 
often  be  incurred  in  the  rural  districts  on  account  of  the  state  of 
the  roads  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  it  frequently  costs 
more  to  cart  grain,  &c.,  for  a short  distance  than  the  railway 
charges  would  amount  to  for  conveyance  to  the  port  for  shipment. 
The  want  of  bridges  is  still  more  felt,  for  there  are  cases,  not  in- 
frequent ones,  of  the  roads  being  transitable,  while  the  rivers  are 
not,  from  ordinary  rain,  floods,  and  various  causes.  The 
movement  of  cattle  is  very  great  in  this  country  throughout  the 
year.  The  non-existence  of  good  roads  and  bridges  causes  the 
animals  to  become  wearied  and  emaciated  in  transit,  so  that  they 
usually  arrive  at  their  destination  in  a pitiful  state  and  unfit  for 
human  food,  thus  losing  much  of  their  saleable  value. 

If  the  above  drawbacks  to  locomotion  were  removed  it  is  not 
impossible  that  an  export  trade  with  Great  Britain  in  live  stock, 
frozen  meat,  or  even  canned  meat,  might  spring  up,  provided  also 
that  proper  wharves  for  shipment  were  built  at  the  various  ports. 

The  cattle  of  Uruguay  are  better  in  quality  than  those  bred  in 
the  greater  part  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  probably  owing  to 
the  superior  suitability  of  pasture  in  this  country  to  the  bovine 
tribe,  while  on  the  other  hand  sheep  are  inferior,  because  the 
grasses  in  general  of  Uruguay  are  not  so  suited  to  that  class’ of 
animal. 

The  Argentine  Republic  exports  many  millions  of  frozen 
carcasses  both  of  cattle  and  sheep  to  Great  Britain  and  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Uruguay  could 
do  the  same  as  far  as  cattle  are  concerned  had  she  better  means  ot 
placing  this  natural  product  and  source  of  wealth  of  the  country 
on  board  the  shipping  which  lies  at  anchor  in  her  harbours  wait- 
ing for  freight,  and  not  seldom  forced  to  leave  the  port  in  ballast 
for  want  of  cargo. 

Horses  in  Uruguay  are  bred  in  a semi-wild  state,  and  scattered 
over  large  tracts  of  land ; it  therefore  requires  time  and  labour  to 
gather  them  together  and  drive  them  into  the  “ corral  (stock- 
yard).  The  whole  work  of  branding,  selecting  colts  for  breaking-' 
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in,  and  those  colts  and  mares  that  are  to  be  sent  to  the  slaughter- 
houses, cutting  off  mares’  manes  and  tails  (for  horsehair),  is  done 
in  the  “’corral.” 

The  colts  fit  for  taming  and  brealdnor-in  are  singled  out  and  Breaking-ia 
lassoed.  Strong  raw  hide  head-stalls  are  then  put  on  their  heads, 
and  they  are  secured  by  these  to  posts  set  firmly  in  the  ground, 
at  which  they  tug  and  strain  in  vain  efforts  to  break  away.  After 
they  have  been  thus  tied  up  for  several  hours,  and  have  tired 
themselves  out  to  a great  extent,  they  are  saddled  by  main  force 
with  the  native  saddle  called  a “ recado.” 

This  singular  though  most  useful  riding  gear  is  also  the  The  native 
Gaucho’s  bed.  It  is  as  follows  : — First  tw^o  thick  woollen  cloths  saddle, 
are  placed  on  the  back  of  the  horse ; over  these  comes  the  raw 
hide  saddle-cloth  ; then  comes  the  seat,  often  made  of  wood,  and 
not  unlike  the  tree  of  an  ordinary  English  saddle,  only  it  is  of  the 
same  width  from  the  pummel  to  the  cant,  and  covered  with  raw 
hide ; the  shape  leaves  room  for  free  passage  of  air  underneath, 
and  room  for  the  play  of  the  backbone  of  the  horse,  thus  sore  backs 
are  avoided.  These  are  bound  together  by  a strong  girth 
( “cincha”)  that  goes  round  the  animal  and  is  drawn  tight  by  aid 
of  rings  and  thongs ; then  comes  a sheep-skin,  and  finally  over  all 
a piece  of  water-hog  skin  also  tied  on  by  a raw  hide  surcingle. 

Stirrups  are  not  used  by  the  Gauchos  except  on  feast  days  and 
holidays.  They  prefer  riding  bare-footed  and  bare-legged,  and 
have  a peculiar  and  facile  method  of  vaulting  on  a horse  even  in 
motion,  which  enables  them  to  mount  without  stirrups.  The  foot 
is  rested  when  riding  by  grasping  with  the  toes  a thong  that  is 
knotted  at  the  end  and  that  hangs  from  the  saddle  like  ordinary 
stirrup  leathers. 

The  first  bit  that  is  put  into  the  mouth  of  a young  colt  is 
simply  a greased  thong  tied  round  the  lower  jaw  of  the  animal, 
and  the  reins  are  fastened  to  this.  This  completes  the  riding 
])araphernalia  of  the  Gaucho.  , 

As  soon  as  the  animal  has  ceased  trying  to  get  rid  of  all  this 
gear  so  strange  to  him,  the  rough  rider  takes  him  clear  of  the 
post  and  corral,  and  seizing  him  firmly  by  the  ear  springs  into  the 
saddle.  Then  follows  a combat  between  horse  and  man,  which 
ends,  with  rare  exceptions,  in  favour  of  the  latter.  The  colt  is 
then  unsaddled  and  tied  firmly  to  the  same  post  and  left  there  till 
the  evening,  when  he  again  is  saddled  and  mounted.  A second 
struggle  takes  place,  but  of  a less  severe  nature,  and  after  several 
attempts  to  get  rid  of  his  rider,  he,  as  a rule,  submits  to  his  new 
master. 

This  primitive  way  of  breaking-in  the  horse,  however,  is  not 
now  carried  out  with  the  better  animal  now  being  reared  in  the 
country  by  crossing  with  English  thoroughbreds,  as  the  system 
is  too  rough  and  dangerous,  and  thoroughly  breaks  the  pluck  and 
spirit  of  the  animal. 

The  Moorish  ring-bit  is  the  one  used  for  ordinary  riding  pur- 
poses, and  on  account  of  its  severity  a habit  of  riding  with  loose 
reins  has  been  acquired  by  the  horsemen  of  Uruguay.  The 
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animal  never  attempts  to  pull  at  the  bridle  tor  the  same  reason, 
but  obeys  instantaneously  the  slightest  touch  of  the  reins,  andean 
be  ridden  by  the  merest  child.  Mares  of  the  native  breed  are 
seldom  or  never  ridden,  being  as  a rule  small  and  unshapely. 
It  is  not  an  uncommon  sight  to  see  a native  Gaucho  (halt-caste 
Indian)  present  himself  to  be  hired  on  an  estate  as  ‘‘peon^’  (farm 
servant),  with  a troop  of  10  horses  to  12  horses  of  his  owii,  all  of 
which,  if  he  is  engaged,  the  employer  has  to  keep  for  him  in 
pasture,  and  which  are  never  used  in  the  ordinary  work  of  the 
estate,  the  “ peon  ” being  provided  with  horses  for  that  purpose  by 
the  owner  of  the  property. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  from  30  young  mares  to  40  young 
mares  are  selected  in  the  corral ; one  by  one  they  are  turned  out 
to  a stallion  in  waiting  outside,  who  has  been  placed  there  for  that 
purpose,  and  he  immediately  takes  possession  of  them  and  never 
leaves  them ; thus  the  various  troops  of  mares  are  formed  on  the 
various  estates  from  whence  the  supply  of  horses  are  obtained  in 
Uruguay. 

These  animals  possess  much  of  the  form  of  the  Spanish  horse, 
from  which  they  sprang;  they  are  tamed,  as  has  been  seen,  with 
far  less  difficulty  than  might  be  thought  possilde;  and  although 
theirs  is  the  obedience  of  fear,  and  enforced  at  first  by  whip  and 
spur,  there  are  no  horses  who  so  soon  and  so  perfectly  exert  their 
sagacity  and  their  j^ower  in  the  service  of  man.  They  are  pos- 
sessed of  no  extraordinary  speed,  but  are  capable  of  enduring 
immense  fatigue.  They  are  frequently  ridden  60  miles  or  70  miles 
without  drawing  bit,  and  have  been  ridden  more  than  100  miles 
at  the  rate  of  12  miles  an  hour.  Their  paces  are  the  walk,  amble^ 
a short  easy  gallop,  and  the  long  gallop.  Seldom  do  they  get  any 
other  food  than  what  the  plains  afford,  and  consequently  they  are 
never  really  in  condition  for  work,  yet  it  is  marvellous  what  an 
amount  they  do,  notwithstanding. 

The  value  of  the  common  horse  of  the  country  varies,  but 
generally  it  may  be  put  down  as  from  bL  to  61,  for  broken-in, 
quiet  horses;  for  unbroken,  four-year-old  colts,  1/.,  and  for  mares 
IO5. ; the  latter  are  seldom  or  never  broken-in. 

It  is  only  during  the  last  half-dozen  years  that  any  attempt 
has  been  made  to  improve  the  breed  of  horses  in  Uruguay* 
Thoroughbred  horses  and  mares  have  been  introduced  on  a 
limited  scale,  and  those  principally  for  racing  purposes.  A few 
shire  horses  and  Clevelands  also  have  found  their  way  to  the 
country,  but  as  yet  the  result  of  these  efforts  to  produce  a better 
class  of  animal  are  hardly  perceptible.  Good  half-bred  horses  are 
worth  from  50  dol.  to  100  dol. 

The  descendants  of  the  primitive  Spanish  settlers  in  Uruguay 
and  their  Indian  wives  have  always  preferred  the  semi-savage  life 
of  the  interior  of  the  country  to  the  more  civdised  one  of  the 
towns.  Born  riders,  their  vocations  are  either  those  of  cattle- 
drovers  or  shepherds  (on  horseback),  and  they  are  all  excelhmt 
irregular  cavalry  when  required.  Their  weapons  consist  of  the 
lasso  and  bolas,  lance,  sabre,  and  carbine  in  war  time.  During 
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peace  they  retain  only  the  lasso,  bolas,  an:]  a long  knife,  all  of 
them  indispensable  appendages  for  the  usual  work  of  an  estate. 

The  constant  use  of  the  latter  against  their  fellow  creatures  on  the 
slightest  provocation,  and,  indeed,  often  without  any,  has  rendered 
the  name  of  Gaucho  ” a terror,  and  associated  with  it  all  that  is 
horrible  and  bloodthirsty. 

Few  countries  offer  greater  natural  facilities  for  agricultural  Ag)ict;Uui‘o. 
pursuits  than  Uruguay  does  with  its  excellent  soil  and  climate. 

The  arable  qualities  of  the  land  have  already  been  recognised 
beyond  doubt,  and  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  on  the  part  of 
the  landowners  in  agriculture,  although  as  yet  only  on  a limited 
scale,  have  given  satisfactory  results. 

^J’he  great  difficulty  lies  in  the  question  of  labour.  Immigra-  Labour, 
tlon  on  a large  scale  is  the  only  practical  solution  ; but  then  it 
must  be  of  the  better  class  of  European  agriculturists,  and  those, 
for  instance,  that  have  a small  capital  to  dispose  of,  in  order  that 
they  may  buy  the  land  they  purpose  farming  for  themselves,  and 
have  sufficient  left  after  to  keej)  them  for  the  first  year  in  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  to  enable  them  to  build  their  own  houses 
and  purchase  the  requisite  farming  implements,  oxen,  horses, 
sheep,  carts,  and  seed,  Sic,  Immigration  to  this  country,  so  far, 
has  in  no  way  been  of  this  description.  The  aversion  to  work  on 
foot,  so  marked  in  the  Gaucho,  is  being  modified  notably,  and  a 
man  is  no  longer  looked  upon  by  his  fellows  with  scorn  and  as  a 
degraded  being  for  tilling  the  soil.  l>ut  they  are  not  likely  to 
lose  that  preference  for  Avork  on  horseback  all  at  once,  and  it  will 
take  time  and  peace  to  turn  them  into  an  agricultural  peasantry. 

Formerly  they  were  the  only  shearers,  stockmen,  and  shepherds 
to  be  found  in  the  countiy,  but  of  late  years  the  sheep- farmers 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  employing  Basque  labour,  as  being 
cheaper  and  better.  Marking,  branding,  castrating,  horning, 
classifying,  and  other  operations  are  carried  out  in  enclosures  not 
unlike  the  Australian  cattle  yards,  so  that  the  occupation  of  the 
Gaucho  on  horseback  is  fast  disappearing,  and  Avith  it  the  Gaucho 
himself  Avill  soon  be  a thing  of  the  past. 

The  official  statistics  for  the  year  1889  give  the  number  of  ImmLiaiiuu. 
immigrants  to  Uruguay  as  10,446  ; out  of  these  5,523  are  put  doAvn 
as  labourers,  1,523  as  artisans,  and  the  remainder  of  no  particular 
vocation.  Of  the  5,523  labourers  less  than  one-fifth  only  were 
farm  labourers,  including  their  wives  and  families,  Avith  no  mean.s 
Avhatever  of  subsistence.  These  were  forwarded  by  the  immi- 
gration authorities  to  the  agricultural  centres  then  in  formation. 

Owing  to  the  crisis  there  came  to  an  end  the  means  necessary  for 
developing  these  well  intended  projects,  and  now  all  Government 
aided  immigration  has  ceased.  But  the  future  of  Uruguay  must 
be  an  agricultural  one,  with  the  facilities  there  are  in  favour  of  it 
as  climate,  soil,  vast  open  plains,  and  other  advantages. 

The  following  table  gh^es  the  amount  of  corn  and  flour  Corn  aiid 
exported  and  the  custom-house  value  of  the  same  for  the  years 
1889-90. 
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Year. 

Corn. 

Flour. 

Total  Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

£ 

1889  

1,725 

20,411 

74 

9,902 

30,313 

1890  

16,302 

196,581 

50 

8,422 

205,008 

The  great  falling-off  in  the  figures  for  the  year  1889  was 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  harvest ; it  may  be  here  observed  that 
the  previous  year  1888  is  credited  with  a total  declared  value  of 
276,375/.  by  the  official  reports  for  that  year. 

The  above  figures  justify  the  foregoing  remarks,  and 
indicate  that  it  can  ordy  be  a matter  of  time  for  Uruguay  to 
develop  into  a grain  producing  country.  Oats  have  not,  as  yet, 
been  sufficiently  taken  into  consideration  as  a food  for  horses, 
and  their  cultivation  has  been  insignificant.  Indian  corn  yields 
excellent  crops,  and  is  preferred  by  the  horse  owner  of  this 
country  for  that  purpose ; alcohol  is  also  now  distilled  from  this 
grain  to  some  extent.  Barley  gives  good  and  heavy  crops. 

Ifay.  The  ordinary  hay  of  the  country  is  of  a very  inferior  quality, 

but  great  attention  has  been  paid  of  late  years  to  the  cultivation 
of  lucerne  (alfalfa).  This  excellent  fodder  is  largely  exported  to 
Brazil,  and  adds  to  the  profits  derivable  from  agricultural  fanning 
in  Uruguay. 

A serious  drawback  to  agricultural  pursuits,  however,  exists 
in  the  various  grubs  and  insects  that  infest  the  country,  such  as 
locusts,  which  not  infrequently  appear  in  such  immense  swarms 
as  to  baffle  all  efforts  made  to  repel  their  ravages ; the  isoca,  a 
grub  that  materially  destroys  the  hopes  of  the  farmer  by  devour- 
ing whatever  has  been  left  by  the  locust ; the  bicho-maro  or 
Spanish  fly. 

Notwithstanding  these  difficulties  and  the  meteorological 
contingencies  that  agriculture  in  this  country  is  exposed  to,  the 
harvest  of  1891  exceeds,  it  is  estimated,  that  of  1890,  and  20  per 
cent,  more  land  has  been  brought  under  cultivation. 

In  default  of  any  statistics  obtainable  beyond  those  that 
have  been  given  by  the  Agricultural  Society  for  the  department 
of  San  Jose,  and  on  which  the  above  estimate  is  based,  no  reliable 
figures  can  be  given  as  to  the  actual  value  of  the  agricultural  pro- 
ducts of  the  country  for  the  year  1891. 

Wool.  Wool  is  the  most  important  export  from  Uruguay,  and  has? 

steadily  been  increasing  in  amount  year  by  year.  In  1888  it  was 
valued  at  1,614,452/.,  and  in  1889  1,946,637/.  Owing  to  the  low 
price  of  wool  in  1890,  as  has  been  already  stated,  a great  quantity 
was  held  over  till  the  year  1891,  increasing  apparently  the  yield 
of  that  year,  and  relatively  decreasing  that  of  the  12  months  pre- 
vious ; nevertheless,  the  figures  given  for  1890  are  43,879,034  lbs., 
valued  at  1,673,570/. 

Next  in  value  come  hides,  with  a value  of  1,666,572/. 
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Then  jerked  beef,  811,547/.,  being  within  a few  pounds  the  Dried  beef, 
total  given  for  the  previous  year  for  the  same  article. 

Following  comes  tallow,  354,251/.,  against  400,000/.  in  1889.  Tallow. 

Then  horns  and  bone-ash  with  90,310/.  Finally  extract  of  Horns,  bonc- 
heef  (Liebio^’s),  with  the  important  sum  of  356,895/.,  against  ash. 
234,023/.  in  1889. 

No  data  have  as  yet  been  published  for  the  year  1891  for  any 
of  the  foregoing  products. 

There  are  now  in  Uruguay  a number  of  cattle  farmers  that  Cattle, 
have  improved  their  herds  by  crossing  them  with  pure-bred 
English  stock,  such  as  shorthorns,  Herefords,  and  Devons ; but 
the  prevailing  breed  are  the  descendants  of  those  originally  brought 
from  Spain  by  the  early  settlers.  These  are  small  but  hardy 
beasts,  notable  principally  for  the  thickness  of  their  hides ; their 
average  weight  is  from  400  lbs.  to  600  lbs.  as  they  stand  ; their 
hides  weigh  from  30  lbs.  to  40  lbs.  when  sun-dried. 

The  oflScial  statistics  for  the  year  1883  give  ns  the  number  of  l^umber-ol 
cattle  then  in  the  countrv,  6,009,791 ; for  1884,  5,952,349;  for 
1885,  5,994,057;  for  1886,  6,254,491;  for  1887,  6,119,482;  for 
1888,  5,519,856  ; and  for  1889,  5,281,522.  No  data  are  obtain- 
able for  the  years  1890  or  1891  from  the  Statistical  Department. 

The  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  by  the  various  jerked  beef  Cuttio 
establishments  and  Liebig’s  Extract  of  Meat  Co.,  Limited,  slaughtered 
amounted  in  the  year  1888  to  740,000,  and  in  1889  to  708,923  ; 
in  the  year  1890  to  642,000,  and  for  1891  it  is  estimated  at 
667,100.  These  last  figures  may  be  relied  on  with  certainty,  and 
therefore  we  are  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  the  returns  of  live 
stock  are  necessarily  incorrect.  For  the  average  yield  of  a herd 
cannot  be  placed  at  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  steers  available  for 
these  j)urposes.  The  number  of  live  cattle  must  consequently  be 
much  nearer  6,500,000  if  we  depend  on  these  data  alone.  But  no 
account  has  yet  been  taken  of  the  number  slaughtered  for  food, 
which  in  Montevideo  alone  was  153,570  in  the  year  1890,  which 
would  give  us  another  1,500,000  live  cattle,  at  the  same  rate  of 
one-tenth  of  the  herd,  making  in  all  8,000,000  instead  of  only 
5,250,000.  This  is  supposing  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior 
e it  cow  beef  only. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  number  of  hides  exported  in  1889  Hides 
vras  1,810,000,  and  in  1890  2,506,202,  which  must  be  taken  to  exported, 
indicate  a far  larger  number  of  live  cattle  in  the  herds  than  either 
the  returns  or  the  foregoing  calculation  accounts  for.  The 
statistics  state  that  the  diminution  in  live  cattle  in  1889  was 
328,334,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year ; while  in  1890  the 
excess  of  hides  exported  over  1889  was  no  less  than  695,501. 

These  apparent  discrepancies  are  probably  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  importation  of  lean  cattle  from  the  neighbouring  Argentine 
provinces,  for  fattening  and  subsequent  sale  to  the  slaughterers. 

The  number  of  hides  exported  each  year  since  1883  are  as 
follows : — 
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]»8;]  .. 
3884  .. 

18^5  .. 

1886  .. 

1887  .. 

1888  .. 

1889  .. 

1890  .. 


Number. 

1,635.730 

1,715,064 

1.944,765 

1,747,946 

1,502,749 

1,953,348 

1,810,703 

2,506/207 


Jerked  beef.  The  jerked  beef  industry  is  the  main  element  in  detenniniiig 
the  market  value  of  cattle  in  this  country,  affording  as  it  does  the 
principal  outlet  for  the  breeder’s  surplus  stock;  without  it  their 
value  would  be  next  to  nothing.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of 
the  justice  of  these  remarks  when  it  is  considered  that  at  the  pre- 
sent time  a herd  of  cattle  can  be  bought  for  1/.  sterling  a-head, 
including  all  that  walks.  Cattle-breeding  being  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal sources  of  wealth  of  Uruguay,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
official  statistics  for  the  year  1860  state  the  number  of  cattle  then 
existing  in  the  whole  country  as  5,218,600,  for  1880  as  6,794,778, 
and  in  1889  as  5,281,522.  The  slight  variation  which  has  mani- 
fested itself  during  this  period  of  29  years  distinctly  points  to  the 
conclusion  that  under  the  present  system  of  cattle  farming  the 
maximum  number  the  country  is  capable  of  maintaining  has 
already  been  rea<‘hed. 

Sheep.  Wool  being  the  primary  object  for  which  sheep  have  been  con- 

sidered, little  or  no  attention  has  been  paid  to  breeding  for 
butcher’s  meat.  The  merino  is  the  prevalent  breed  throughout  the 
country,  as  has  already  been  stated,  and  the  meat  they  give  is  of 
inferior  quality  compared  with  that  of  other  breeds. 

There  were  in  Uruguay,  according  to  the  official  statistics  for 
the  year  1889,  13,757,143;  and,  according  to  the  same  source  for 
the  years  1883-89,  are  as  follows;  — 


Number. 

1883  .. 

1881  .. 

1885  .. 

« • f % 

. . 

. . 1 7,049,798 

1886  .. 

1887  .. 

1888  .. 

1889  .. 

To  account  for  the  small  increase  visible  by  the  foregoing 
figures,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  mortality  is  very  great  from 
the  effects  of  scab,  from  drought  in  the  summer,  and  cold  and  wet 
in  the  winter.  No  laws  for  the  prevention  of  scab  spreading 
amongst  the  flocks  have  as  yet  been  framed. 

Although  no  statistics  have  yet  been  published  since  1889  it 
may  be  confidently  stated  that  there  are  now  some  15, 000, ()()() 
sheep  in  Uruguay,  and  the  opinion  of  those  credited  with  the 
necessary  knowledge  on  this  subject  is  that,  without  improving 
the  land  and  providing  not  only  additional  food  for  the  sheep 
during  the  winter  months,  but  also  protection  against  the  in- 
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clemency  of  the  weather  at  that  period  of  the  year,  greater 
increase  can  hardly  be  looked  for.  These  improvements  would 
entail  the  employment  of  more  labour  and  a greater  expenditure 
of  capital,  for  which  as  yet  tlie  sheep  farmers  of  Uruguay  are  not 
prepared. 

A great  decrease  has  taken  place  in  the  amount  of  shipping 
entered  as  compared  with  the  year  1889,  owing  principally  to  the 
reigning  crisis.  The  opening  of  the  new  docks  at  Ensenada  and 
Buenos  Ayres  in  the  Argentine  Republic  has  also  contributed  to 
diminish  the  number  of  vessels  that  otherwise  would  probably 
have  entered  the  port  of  Montevideo. 


Table  showing  the  Diminution  for  1890  compared  with  1889. 

Entered  . 


Port. 

Steam 
Sailing  ... 
Steam 
Sailing  ... 

1889. 

1890. 

Number  of 
V essels 

Tons, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Montevideo 

Other  ports  of  Uruguay  ... 

Total  

2.73.') 

2,643 

3.5.5 

8,939 

3,491,459 

665,476 

1,520,290 

574,140 

2,544 

2,307 

4,519 

6,790 

3,029,688 

523.783 

1,680,262 

465,035 

17,892 

6,251,365 

16,160 

.5,698,763 

Cleared. 


Port 

Steam 
Sailing  ... 
Steam 
Sailing 

1889. 

1890. 

Number  of 
VcKsels. 

! 

j Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Montevideo | 

Other  ports  of  Uruguay  ...  | 

Total  

2,718 

2,579 

3,510 

8,925 

3,498,265 

634,360 

1,481,984 

678,488 

2,536 

2,382 

4,472 

6,654 

3,051,110 

574,4.59 

1,652,673 

465,834 

17,732 

6,193,097 

16,044 

5,744,126 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Vessels  Entered  and  Cleared, 
according  to  the  Public  Register,  at  the  Port  of  Montevideo 
during  the  Year  1890. 


Entered. 


Description. 

Number  of 

V essels. 

Tons. 

Sailing.. 

611 

414,378 

Steamers 

•• 

820 

]j397i983 

Total  .. 

•• 

1,431 

1,812,361 

Naviyatiou. 
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Cleared. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sailing. . . . 

521 

403,093 

Steamers  .. 

811 

1,376,181 

Total 

1,332 

1,779,274 

The  various  nationalities  will  be  seen  by  the  succeeding  tables 
and  also  the  amount  of  tonnage  for  the  year  1890. 


Return  of  all  Vessels  Entered  and  Cleared  from  Beyond  the  Seas  during  the  Year  1890. 


MONTEVIDEO. 


27 


URUGUAY. 


General  lo'al 


Recapitulation. 


Untered. 

1 

Cleared. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
A'essels. 

1 

Tons. 

i 

1,431 

1,812,361 

1,362 

1,779,277 

In  the  year  1890,  414  vessels  with  a total  tonnage  of 
431,734,  left  the  port  of  Montevideo  in  b illast.  The  succeeding 
tables  give  the  number  of  ocean-going  vessels  of  different 
nationalities  entered  and  cleared  at  the  various  river  ports  of  the 
Kepublic. 


liETURN  of  Oc€an-"oing  Vessels  Entered  and  Cleared  during  the  lieai 
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Finance. 


Recapitulation, 


Entered. 

1 Cleared. 

i 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

General  total  .« 

800 

1,205,891 

919 

! 

1,304,013 

In  closing  this  report  a few  remarks  on  the  financial  position, 
together  with  some  observations  on  the  character  of  the  economical 
crisis  that  has  weighed  so  heavily  for  the  last  three  years  on  the 
Republic  of  Uruguay,  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

The  years  1887,  1888,  and  1889  will  be  remembered  as 
probably  the  most  speculative  ever  known  in  the  Eiver  Plate. 
Uruguay,  following  in  the  wake  of  the  Argentine  Republic, 
launched  out  into  the  most  extravagant  schemes  of  every  descrip- 
tion. Banks  of  all  nationalities  sprang  into  existence  from  one 
day  to  another,  money  seemed  to  flow  into  the  country  from  all 
quarters,  and  millions  of  bank  notes  of  every  colour  and  size  were 
freely  circulated.  Palaces  were  built,  the  town  of  Montevideo 
repaved  with  blocks  of  stone,  splendid  swimming  baths  and  a 
grand  hotel,  altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  size  and  require- 
ments of  the  town,  were  constructed  at  vast  expense.  The  price 
of  labour  and  building  material  doubled ; nothing  was  considered 
too  expensive  or  sufficiently  stupendous  in  the  excited  state  of 
mind  of  the  population.  The  value  of  real  property  increased  50 
per  cent.,  rents  were  augmented  in  proportion,  all  classes  of 
shares  in  joint  stock  undertakings,  building  societies,  banks,  tram- 
ways, and  agricultural  companies  were  quoted  at  extravagant 
premiums,  and  the  5 per  cent.  Unified  Debt  of  Uruguay  rose  to 
75  per  cent.  A national  bank  was  established  on  a basis  of 
Argentine  Credit,  with  a capital  of  12,000,0u0  dob,  together  with 
a Public  Works  Company,  an  outcome  of  the  latter,  founded  to 
facilitate  the  circulation  of  the  bank's  paper  issue  and  intended  to 
monopolise  tramways,  electric  lighting,  hotels,  and  baths.  Colossal 
projects  were  undertaken  by  the  latter  company,  such  as  the  con- 
struction.of  new  quarters  of  the  town  at  a ruinous  outlay,  the  pur- 
chase of  real  property  of  every  sort  irrespective  of  value,  and  the 
advancing  of  large  sums  to  speculators  on  the  most  paltry 
security.  No  one  seemed  to  suspect  that  this  wonderful  avalanche 
of  wealth,  so  little  guaranteed  by  the  natural  resources  of  the 
country,  must  soon  come  to  an  end.  A telegram,  said  to  have 
been  sent  by  the  President  of  the  Republic  to  the  Uruguayan 
Minister  in  Paris,  and  published  in  the  papers,  read  as 
follows : — 

I have  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  situation  of  the 
country  is  undergoing  remarkable  improvements.  Ten  bink 
proposals,  without  fiscal  privileges,  with  native  and 
foreign  capital.  Proposals  for  loans,  railways,  bridges, 
and  roads  on  advantageous  conditions  arc  flowing  in. 


MONTEVIDEO. 


31 


The  Consolidated  Debt  is  quoted  at  90  per  cent.,  with  an  u[)vvard 
tendency.  Value  of  property  rapidly  increasing.  Home  and 
foreign  trade  growing.  General  contentment  prevails  and  peace - 
thoroughly  established,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country  is 
undoubted.” 

This  was  in  the  year  1887.  In  1890  the  National  Bank  closed 
its  doors,  the  Public  Works  Company  was  ruined  and  a universal 
panie  ensued.  A revolution  broke  out  in  Buenos  Ayres  which 
added  to  the  alarming  state  of  things  in  Uruguay. 

In  1891  the  English  bank  of  the  Biver  Plate  collapsed,  others 
went  into  liquidation,  and  numerous  tradesmen  stopped  payment. 

The  news  that  Messrs.  Baring  Brothers  had  become  insolvent 
had  already  plunged  the  Government  into  serious  financial 
difficulties,  and  these  fresh  disasters  deprived  them  for  the 
moment  of  the  means  of  meeting  their  obligations  abroad. 
Dr.  Ellauri  was  accordingly  sent  as  Special  Financial  Agent  to 
London  to  make  an  arrangement  with  respect  to  the  External 
Debt,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year  his  negotiations 
were  successful. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  service  of  the  debt  was  suspended 
on  July  1,  1891,  partly  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  English  Bank 
of  the  River  Plate,  on  which  bills  had  been  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  remitting  funds  to  meet  the  payment  of  interest.  Another 
factor  was  the  diminution  of  the  revenue,  which,  in  all  probability, 
would  by  itself  have  sufficed  to  prevent  tlie  Government  from 
fulfilling  its  obligations.  On  that  day,  July  1 of  last  year,  the 
sum  total  of  the  External  Debt  was  as  Ibllows : — 


Description. 

Per  cent. 

Value. 

Unified  Debt  .. 

6 

Dollars. 

49,934,680 

Loan  of  1888 

6 

19,363,630 

„ 1890 

6 

9,306,000 

Total 

•• 

78,604,210 

In  order  to  compensate  for  the  unpaid  interest  for  the  seven 
months  from  July  1,  1891,  to  January  31,  1892,  as  well  as  to 
unify  the  two  rates  of  interest,  a bonus  of  5 })er  cent,  was  added 
to  the  Unified  Debt,  15  per  cent,  to  the  loan  of  1888,  and  13  per 
cent,  to  the  unissued  loan  of  1890.  To  the  amount  thus  obtained 
there  were  finally  added  the  arrears  of  the  railway  guarantees  up 
to  December  31,  1891,  amounting  to  2,975,000  dol.  and  2,519,646 
dol.  for  commission  and  expenses  of  the  conversion. 

The  total,  therefore,  of  the  new  Consolidated  Debt  of  Uruguay 
at  the  time  of  conversion  was  90,7 10,000  dol.,  bearing  interest  at 
3J  per  cent,  and  ^ per  cent,  redemption  per  annum,  the  bonus 
being  redeemable  by  tender  and  not  as  previously  by  drawing 
lots  at  par.  During  the  first  two  years  from  the  date  of  conver- 
sion there  will  be  no  redemption  except  in  case  the  45  per  cent. 

(1409)  c 
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Service  of  the 
debt. 

Internal  debt. 


of  the  customs  duties  should  exceed  the  amount  required  for  the 
interest  of  the  debt  and  for  railway  guarantees. 

The  railway  guarantees  were  formerly  7 per  cent.,  but  by  the 
new  arrangement  they  have  been  reduced  to  per  cent.,  from 
which,  however,  the  earnings  of  the  railways  are  not  to  be 
deducted  unless  they  exceed  per  cent,  per  annum.  It  was 
calculated  that  for  the  year  1892  the  amount  of  these  reduced 
guarantees  would  reach  the  sum  of  850,000  dol.  in  round 
numbers. 

The  sum  required  for  the  service  of  the  Consolidated  Debt, 
when  the  redemption  is  included,  will  be  3,628,400  dol.  Before 
the  conversion  it  was  4,980,400  dol. 

The  Internal  Debt  on  January  1,  1892,  stood  as  follows : — 


INTERNAL  Debt. 


Principal. 

Interest  and 
Redemption. 

Dol. 

c. 

Dol. 

c. 

Deuda  Amortizable  . . 

2,418,836 

35 

336,865 

68 

Cuotas  do  Amortizacion 

853,647 

97 

90,420 

00 

Deuda  de  Indemnizacion 

975,938 

83 

69,904 

30 

Ferro-Carril  Central  del  U. . . 

668,000 

00 

60,000 

00 

„ Santa  Rosa 

1,535,000 

00 

42,000 

00 

„ Higueritas 

589,500 

00 

108,000 

00 

Total 

7,040,923 

15 

697,189 

98 

From  which  it  appears  that  the  interest  on  these  debts  taking 
them  one  with  another  was  an  insignificant  trifle  less  than.  10  per 
cent.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  they  have  been  unified  and 
converted  into  a debt  bearing  4 per  cent,  interest  and  1 per  cent, 
redemption,  the  bonds  being  reducible  by  tender.  The  capital 
now  stands  at  7,840,000  dol.,  besides  445,623  dol.  36  c.  not 
presented  for  exchange. 

To  these  are  to  be  added  the  Deuda  International  (August  12, 
1892),  consisting  of: — 

Dollars. 

Italian  debt  . . . . . . . . . . 559,150 

French  „ 1,084,725 

Spanish  „ ..  ..  '237,860 


Total 


1,881,726 


Having  been  reduced  by  263,150  dol.  since  January  1 last. 

Besides  the  above  loans  already  considered  there  is  the 
3,000,000  dol.  loan  to  the  National  Bank  of  Uruguay  made  by 
the  Banco  Popular  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  which  has  the  national 
guarantee,  besides  a debt  of  4,000,000  dol.  created  to  supply  the 
newly  established  Land  Bank  (Banco  Hipotecario)  with  the 
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necessary  capital  for  carrying  on  this  portion  of  the  business  of 
the  late  National  Bank. 


Table  showing  the  Actual  Financial  Position  of  Uruguay 
on  June  30  of  the  present  Year. 

The  Public  Debt,  1892. 


Description, 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Currency. 

Dol.  c. 

Dol.  c. 

Internal — 

Unified  Internal  Debt 

7,840,000  00 

“ Deuda  de  Garantia  ” , , 

4,000,000  00 

■ 

11,840,000  00 

External — 

Consolidated  Debt  of  Uruguaj’’ 

90,710,000  00 

International — 

Italian  Debt  . . . . 

559,150  00 

French  „ 

1,084,725  14 

Spanish  „ ..  ,, 

237,850  00 

Total 

1,881,725  14 

104,431,725  14 

Calculated  amount  of  Internal  Unified 

Debt — 

Deuda  Amortizable  (15  %) 

2,561,445  90 

2,945,662  78 

„ F.  C.  a del  U.  (8  %) 

668,000  00 

721,440  00 

„ F.  C.  a Santa  Rosa  (5  %) 

1,535,000  00 

1,611,760  00 

„ F.  C.  ^ Higueritas  (5  %) 

689, 5C0  00 

618,975  00 

„ de  Indemnizacion 

975,838  83 

975,838  83 

„ Cuotas  de  Amortizacion  (12%) 

862,797  67 

966,333  39 

Total 

• • 

7,192,582  40 

7,840,000  00 

Unexchanged  debt — 

Deuda  Amortizable  . • 

105,593  71 

„ F.  C.  S,  Santa  Rosa  . . 

270,000  00 

„ de  Indemnizacion  . , 

5,016  61 

„ Cuotas  de  Amortizacion 

•• 

65,013  04 

•• 

Total  . . 

• • 

445,623  36 

•• 

£ 

£ 

Consolidated  of  Uruguay — 

Unified  Loan  (5  %)  . . 

10,624,400 

11,155,620 

6 % Loan  of  1888  (16  %>  .. 

4,119,900 

4,737,885 

6 % Loan  of  1890  (13  %)  .. 

•• 

1,980,000 

2,237,400 

Total 

16,724,300 

18,130,905 

Guarantees  on  railways  and  com- 
missions, &c.  . . . . , . 

1,169,095 

Total 

• • 

19,300,000 

(90,710,000  dol.)  1 
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Revenue. 


Port  cf 
Montevideo. 


It  will  be  seen  from  tbe  succeeding  figures  that  up  to  the 
year  1890  there  was  a steady  increase  in  the  revenue  of  the 
country.  As  no  statistics  have  been  published  for  the  financial 
year  1890-91  it  is  impossible  to  give  anything  but  estimated 
figuiTS.  Tlic  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  the  financial  year 
1891-92.  These  figures  are  taken  from  the  President’s  Message 
to  the  Chambers  on  July  2 of  the  present  year. 

Revenue. 


Year. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1885-86 
1886  87  . 

1887- 88  . 

1888- 89  . 

1889- 90  . 

1890- 91  . 

1891- 92  . 

Dollar?. 

11,719,624 

12,704,831 

13,668,096 

17,415,154 

14,954,500* 

16,409,500* 

£ 

Estimated  total  revenue,  1891-92  .. 

•• 

3,278,616  ' 

* E.stimated. 


Debt. 


Year. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1886  (January  1)  .. 

1887  „ 

1888  „ 

1889  „ 

1890  „ 

1891  „ 

1892  „ 

Total  debt  (August  12),  1892 

Dollars. 

60,159,794 

72,205,721 

71,145,176 

79,189,944 

81,279,752 

89,848,850 

104,431,725 

£ 

• • 

22,219,515 

The  foregoing  figures  show  that  the  Public  Debt  of  Uruguay 
has  been  steadily  growing  since  the  year  1886,  concurrently  with 
the  increase  of  the  revenue  until  the  year  1890  which  witnessed  the 
beginning  of  the  financial  crisis. 

From  that  moment,  while  the  indebtedness  still  continued  to 
swell,  the  financial  means  of  the  Government  manifested  a directly 
opposite  tendency. 

Sundry  schemes  had  been  presented  of  late  years  for  the 
construction  of  a protected  harbour  in  the  port  of  Montevideo 
by  enterprising  engineers  of  various  nationalities,  but  the  only 
one  seriously  entertained  and  finally  accepted  was  that  proposed 
by  the  English  firm  of  constructing  engineers,  Messrs.  Cutbill, 
de  Lungo,  and  Co.,  of  London,  in  1887  during  the  Presidency  of 
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Packet 

privileges. 


General  Santos,  but  on  his  retiring  from  power  the  Government 
of  General  Tajes,  who  succeeded  him,  rescinded  the  contract 
with  the  above-named  firm,  paying  200,000/.  by  way  of  indemni- 
fication. As  yet  no  other  attempt  to  endow  Montevideo  with  a 
harbour  has  been  made. 

At  present  large  vessels  have  to  anchor  some  two  miles  off 
the  town  in  what  may  be  practically  termed  an  open  roadstead, 
and  are  constantly  exposed  to  sudden  and  violent  storms  from  the 
south  (Pampero)  and  from  the  south-east,  either  of  which  cause  a 
heavy  sea,  which  renders  loading  and  discharging  cargo  difficult 
and  dangerous. 

The  anchorage  being  so  far  off  even  for  vessels  drawing  only  Lighterage 
15  feet  of  water,  lighterage  becomes  exceedingly  costly  and  adds 
considerably  to  the  price  of  goods,  being  no  less  than  1 dol.  50  c, 
per  ton,  weight  or  measurement. 

Here  I have  thought  it  a good  opportunity  to  remark  that 
owing  to  the  fear  of  the  importation  of  zymotic  diseases  by  cargo 
arriving  in  vessels  from  infected  ports,  10  days’  quarantine  is 
imposed  on  lighters  receiving  cargo  from  vessels  from  such  ports, 
no  communication  with  them  being  permitted  during  that  time. 

This  regulation,  which  is  in  force  annually  for  at  least  six  months, 
adds  enormously  to  the  cost  of  lighterage  and  brings  it  very 
nearly  up  to  the  freight  paid  from  Europe  to  the  River  Plate. 

It  would  perhaps  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  give  details  of 
the  cost  of  packet  privileges  at  this  port.  A packet  licence,  20 
dol.  for  a stamp;  this  licence  is  permanent  and  serves  for  a 
steamer  as  long  as  she  runs  under  the  same  flag.  A tax  for  every 
steamship  agency  is  levied  annually  and  amounts  to  150  dol.,  plus 
10  dol.  for  every  steamer  cleared  over  24  in  a year,  A health 
certificate,  4 dol.,  for  every  ship  each  time  she  leaves  the  port. 

Stamps  and  permits,  for  a steamer  having  packet  privileges, 
amount  roughly  to  10  dol.  Steamers  without  packet  privileges 
pay  60  dol.  each  extra. 

By  the  law  of  January  9,  1892,  the  lighthouse  dues  have  Lighthouse 
been  reduced  to  the  following: — 

Punta  del  Este,  Isla  de  Flores,  Banco  Ingles,  Cerro,  and 
Colonia,  1 c.  for  the  whole  ; Cabo  de  Santa  Maria,  2 c. ; Polonia, 

If  c. ; Jos^  Ignacio,  Punta  Brava,  Farallon,  Panela,  1 c.  each 
per  ton  register. 

Vessels  simply  calling  at  Montevideo  for  coal,  food,  pilots, 
seamen,  or  to  wait  for  orders  from  their  owners  or  consignees,  or 
to  repair  damages  to  ship,  rigging,  or  machinery  are  exempt  from 
light  dues. 

Owing  to  the  numerous  wrecks  and  casualties  that  have 
occurred  of  late  on  the  Uruguayan  coast  and  mouth  of  the  River 
Plate,  it  seems  desirable  to  place  on  record  some  particulars 
obtained  from  a reliable  source  with  the  object  of  warning  masters 
of  vessels  approaching  these  shores  or  running  down  the  coast 
from  the  north  on  their  way  to  Montevideo  of  the  dangers  they 
are  likely  to  encounter. 

I have  been  informed  by  one  of  the  most  experienced  master 
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mariners  in  command  of  a vessel  belonging  to  a well-known  line 
of  steamers  trading  between  England  and  the  River  Plate  that, 
although  assertions  have  been  made  implying  that  the  land  has 
some  disturbing  influence  of  a magnetic  character  on  the  com- 
passes, it  amounts  merely  to  a plea  set  up  when  a vessel  has  got 
into  difficulties,  for  no  such  variations  are  alleged  to  have  been 
observed  in  fine  and  favourable  weather.  For  the  last  24  years 
there  has  been  not  more  than  1 per  cent,  difference  in  any  of  the 
observations  taken  by  the  officer  I have  consulted,  although  he 
has  always  taken  every  opportunity  of  testing  his  compasses  when 
off*  the  dangerous  coast,  the  errors  being  tabulated  for  reference 

It  appears  that  the  currents  are  generally  the  cause  of  all  the 
wrecks.  The  direction  books  give  the  normal  currents  and  their 
sets  in  moderate  weather,  but  they  say  nothing  about  the  extra- 
ordinary rates  at  which  they  run  with  a north- cast  or  south-east 
gale,  and  setting  in  the  latter  case  right  upon  the  land.  As  the 
soundings  are  so  irregular,  and  therefore  so  unreliable,  he  never 
trusts  to  them  inside  30  fathoms ; but  it  is  surprising  how  mer- 
chant vessels,  some  of  them  laden  with  coal  and  not  bound  to 
time,  as  mail  steamers  are,  run  on  heedless  of  current  sets  and 
variable  soundings. 

I have  been  assured  by  the  same  officer  that  on  many  occa- 
sions he  has  had  to  haul  off*  the  coast  until  daylight,  losing  2Z. 
per  ton  mail  time,  rather  than  take  an  unknown  risk. 

The  most  dangerous  points  are  Castillos  Point;  Polonia  Point, 
where  there  is  a lighthouse ; Punta  Brava,  where  there  is  also 
a lighthouse.  These,  however,  are  precisely  the  places  where  of 
late  some  very  fine  steamers  have  been  lost,  including  the  Brazilian 
ironclad  Solimoes.” 

The  recent  publication  of  the  totals  of  foreign  trade  for  the 
present  year  affords  an  opportunity  of  instituting  a partial  com- 
parison of  the  commercial  position  of  the  Republic,  which  is  not 
without  interest,  as  showing  that  in  all  probability  the  present 
depression  has  reached  its  lowest  point,  while  the  excess  of  exports 
over  imports  indicates  that  an  eff  ort  is  being  made  to  economise, 
especially  in  the  consumption  of  luxuries,  and  finally  that 
Uruguay  is  steadily  endeavouring  to  discharge  her  obligations 
abroad.  The  following  tables  exhibit  the  imports  and  exports  for 
the  first  half  of  the  three  successive  years  1890,  1891,  and  1892, 
and  from  these  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  effects  of  the  crisis 
on  the  commercial  transactions  of  the  country.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  diminution  of  the  amount  of  imports  in  the  first  half  of 
the  year  1891  was  consideralde ; not  so  marked,  however,  is  the 
difference  shown  by  the  first  half  of  the  year  1892. 
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Table  showing  the  Value  of  Imports  for  the  First  Six  Months 
of  the  Years  1890-91-92. 


Class. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Drinks  . . 

2,134,517 

1,689,569 

1,566,463 

Food,  cereals,  and  spices 

3,371,412 

2,172,370 

2,209,241 

Tobacco  and  cigars  . . . . 

282,892 

140,306 

185,342 

Stuffs  and  woven  goods 

2,404,006 

1,002,658 

1,368,424 

1,484,642 

Made  clothing  ,. 

Raw  and  industrial  materials 

534,147 

596,742 

and  machinery  . . 

4,832,356 

2,099,346 

1,933,138 

Various  articles 

3,762,982 

1,267,089 

1,187,735 

Live  stock 

687,531 

53,422 

Total 

18,090,823 

9,958,782 

9,216,725 

Equivalent  in  sterling  . . 

3,849,111 

2,119,900 

1,961,000 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  importation  of  live  stock  fell  oif 
considerably  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year 
compared  with  the  same  period  of  last  year,  amounting  to 
634,109  dol.  Apart  from  this  the  decrease  in  the  amount  of  the 
other  imports  has  been  insignificant. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  amounts  of  the  imports  for  the  first 
six  months  of  the  present  year  given  in  the  following  table  com- 
pare favourably  with  those  of  the  year  1891,  not  so  the  amounts 
of  the  exports. 

Table  showing  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports  for  the  First 
Six  Months  of  the  Years  1891-92. 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Ci'.rrency. 

Sterling. 

Per  Cent. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Per  Cent. 

1891  

1892  

Dollars. 

9,708,784 

9,016,729 

£ 

... 

Dollars. 

18,702,757 

15,828,262 

£ 

Decrease 

692,055 

147,246 

7*12 

2,874,495 

611,563 

15 

With  regard  to  the  foregoing  it  may  be  deduced  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Uruguay  have  considerably  retrenched  their 
expenses  for  the  last  18  months ; 36  per  cent,  at  their  tables, 
46  per  cent,  in  their  clothing,  and  53  per  cent,  in  their  luxuries. 
This  economical  state  of  mind,  if  continued,  which  in  all 
probability  will  be  the  case  for  divers  reasons  for  some  time  to 
come,  may  be  the  means  of  bringing  about  a more  healthy  state 
of  things,  and  finally  re-establishing  the  credit  of  the  Kepublic. 
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No. 

Page. 

No. 

Page. 

1009.  Mozambique 

• • 

Id. 

1067.  Gothenburg.. 

• • 

4 4 

2d. 

1010.  Wenchow 

Id. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

4 4 

Ud. 

1011.  Mogador 

• 

2|d. 

1069.  Loanda 

4 4 

lid. 

1012.  Amoy  .. 

Id. 

1070.  Guatemala  .. 

Id. 

1013.  Kiukiang 

« 4 

Id. 

1071.  Zanzibar  .. 

• • 

4 4 

Id. 

1014.  Stettin  .« 

• • 

lid 

1072.  Charleston  .. 

• • 

4 4 

2id. 

1015.  Boston 

• • 

Id. 

1073.  Nice.. 

• • 

4 4 

Id. 

1016.  Callao 

• • 

Id. 

1074.  Caracas 

• • 

4 4 

Id. 

1017.  Aleppo 

♦ • 

Id 

1075.  Lisbon  .. 

2d. 

1018.  Santos 

• « 

• • 

2id. 

1076.  Calais  .. 

2d. 

1019.  Piraeus 

• • 

Id. 

1077.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

54d. 

1020.  Mogador 

• • 

Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia 

• • 

4 4 

2id. 

1021.  Adrianople  .. 

• • 

• • 

id. 

1079.  Brindisi  .. 

• • 

4 4 

2d. 

1022.  Tripoli 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1080.  New  York  .. 

• • 

4 4 

2d. 

1023.  Jerusalem  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

• • 

4 4 

l^d. 

1024.  Odessa 

t 

6d. 

1082.  Frankfort  .. 

• 4 

4d. 

1025.  Genoa 

• • 

lid. 

1083.  Hiogo 

• • 

4 4 

lid. 

1026.  Kiungchow  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1084.  Tokio  . . 

4 4 

lid 

1027.  Batoum 

4id. 

1085.  Amsterdam . . 

• • 

4 4 

Id. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

Id. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

4 4 

3d. 

1029.  Batavia 

Id. 

1087.  Bangkok 

4 4 

Id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

id. 

1088.  Soul  . . 

• • 

lid. 

1031.  San  Jose 

, * 

Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai  .. 

4 4 

Id. 

1032.  Manila 

lid. 

1090.  Copenhagen.. 

id. 

1033.  Marseilles  .. 

Id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

Id. 

1034.  Swatow 

Id. 

1092.  Bushire 

4 4 

2d. 

1035.  Paris.. 

Id. 

1093.  Tamsui  . .* 

4 4 

Id. 

1036.  Ichang 

6d. 

1094.  Dunkirk  . . 

Id. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

Id. 

1095.  Port  Said  .. 

Id. 

1038.  Foochow 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala  .. 

id. 

1039.  Brest. . 

Id. 

1097.  Chungking.. 

9d. 

1040.  Madeira 

• • 

id. 

1098.  Nagasaki 

t • 

Id. 

1041.  Antwerp 

• • 

lid. 

1099.  Constantinople 

4 4 

4 4 

2d. 

1042.  Taganrog  . . 

• • 

2id. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

4 4 

Id. 

1043.  Algiers 

t • 

• • 

2id. 

1101.  Shanghai  ., 

• 4 

4 4 

2d. 

1044.  Hankow  .. 

f • 

lid. 

1102.  Jeddah 

4 4 

4 4 

Id. 

1045.  Nantes  .. 

• • 

lid. 

1103.  Chicago  .. 

• « 

4 # 

3d. 

1046.  Belgrade 

• • 

2d. 

1104.  Erzeroum  .. 

t 4 

4 4 

Id. 

1047.  Fiume 

Id. 

1105;  Loanda 

• 4 

4 4 

3d. 

1048.  Wuhu 

Id. 

1106.  Macao 

4 4 

4 4 

|d. 

1049.  Cagliari 

Id. 

1107.  Canton  ,. 

• 4 

4 4 

Id. 

1050.  Erzeroum  .. 

Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo., 

l|d. 

1051.  Syra  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1109.  Tunis  .. 

4 4 

l|d. 

1052.  Cherbourg  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1110.  Sofia., 

• • 

4 4 

3d. 

1053.  Lima..  .. 

4 • 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei 

4 4 

4 4 

l|d. 

1054.  Bilbao 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1112.  Athens  ,, 

• 4 

4 4 

2|d. 

t055.  Cadiz  .. 

• • 

2d. 

1113.  Alexandria  .. 

4 4 

4 4 

2d. 

1056.  Corunna  .. 

• • 

2id. 

1114.  Vienna 

4 4 

4 4 

Id. 

1057.  Saigon 

• • 

Id. 

1115.  Stettin  .. 

4 4 

4 4 

2|d. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

• • 

Id. 

1116.  Berne 

4 4 

Id. 

1059.  Trebizond  .. 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1117.  Palermo  ., 

4 4 

2|d. 

1060.  Barcelona  .. 

• • 

lid. 

1118.  Tokio 

l|d. 

1061.  Tainan 

• • 

Id. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

3d. 

1062.  Smyrna  .. 

• • 

lid. 

1120.  TenerifFc 

Id. 

1063  Old  Calabar.. 

• • 

id. 

1121.  Damascus  . . 

Id. 

1064.  Samoa 

• • 

id. 

1122.  Naples 

2d. 

1065.  Tahiti 

Id. 

1123.  Hakodate  .. 

4 • 

4 4 

Id. 

1066.  Chefoo 

• , 

6d. 

1124.  Montevideo  . , 

• 4 

4 4 

2 id. 
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Consul  Constable  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Stockholm,  September  5, 1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship,  herewith, 
my  Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Stockholm  and  of  the 
Eastern  Coast  of  Sweden  for  the  year  1891. 
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Shipping  and 
navigation. 


Freights. 


Imports— 

Coals. 


G rain. 


Iron  and  steel. 


In  the  course  of  the  year  under  review  1;877  vessels,  of  an 
aggregate  tonnage  of  818,620  tons,  entered  the  port  from  abroad. 
Of  these  609,  of  277,195  aggregate  tonnage,  were  Swedish; 
582,  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  80,096  tons,  Kussian  Finns;  and 
270,  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  229,010  tons,  were  British. 

The  majority  of  the  Russian  Finn  vessels  were  smacks, 
skutor,”  loaded  with  fire-wood,  arriving  from  Aland. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year  there  has  been  a falling-off 
in  the  British  tonnage  of  46  vessels  and  26,419  tons. 

As  is  usually  the  case  coals  made  up  the  bulk  of  the  import 
trade,  the  remainder  being  general  cargo.  Very  few  ships  find 
return  freight  from  this  port,  but  proceed  north  to  load  wood. 

The  freight  market  was  not  a profitable  one,  low  freights 
ruling  throughout  the  whole  of  the  shipping  season.  The 
outward  freights  were  especially  low,  and  may  be  estimated  at  an 
average  of  45.  3<i.  only.  Owing  to  a marked  improvement  in  the 
wood  business  the  homeward  freights  were  somewhat  better,  but 
the  reports  respecting  the  prospects  of  the  timber  trade  for  1892 
give  little  reason  to  hope  that  any  further  improvement  will  take 
place  on  this  account. 

The  table  of  imports  annexed  in  the  appendix  gives  very  much 
the  same  figures  for  all  the  principal  articles  as  those  of  the 
previous  year.  Coals,  however,  give  an  increase  of  about  8,600 
tons. 

The  import  returns  show  a steady  rate  of  increase  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years  past,  which  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
advance  made  by  Swedish  manufacturing  industries. 

Under  this  heading  wheat  showed  an  increase  compared  with 
the  previous  year.  The  import  of  rye  on  the  other  hand  was 
much  less,  on  account  of  the  very  high  prices  ruling  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year. 

The  considerable  decrease  in  the  various  imports  under  this 
heading,  and  especially  in  maiiufacturcd  iron,  is  altogether  due  to 
the  new  heavy  duties  which  have  been  placed  upon  them*  This 
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IS  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  import  of  rails,  which  still  come  in 
free,  showed  an  increase.  ^ . 

For  tubes,  fittings,  and  hardware  generally,  British  makers  a 
few  years  ago  had 'a  good  market  in  Sweden,  but  lately  the 
Germans  have  been  steadily  out-competing  them.  That  their 
goods  are  inferior  to  the  British  is  indisputable,  but  they  are 
cheaper,  and  cheapness  appears  to  rule  the  market.  It  is  to  be 
feared  that  unless  English  manufacturers  can  see  their  way  to 
furnishing  a cheaper  class  of  goods  they  will  have  little  chance  of 
maintaining  their  Swedish  trade  connection  in  manufactured  iron. 

In  this  branch  Sheffield  houses  used  almost  to  monopolise  the  Cutlery, 
trade  in  this  country,  but  of  late  years  the  Swedes  have  made 
such  progress  in  the  manufacture  of  cutlery  goods  that  the 
produce  of  the  Eskistuna  Works  is  now  as  much  sought  after  as  the 
best  Sheffield  brands.  In  spite  of  this  Sheffield  goods  would  have 
been  able  to'  hold  their  own  in  the  market  to  a considerable  extent, 
were  it  not  for  the  duties  which  have  been  recently  set.  on  them 
in  conformity  with  the  new  protective  system  adopted  by  this 
country. 

The  same  remarks  apply  as  regards  machinery.  Swedes  are 
excellent  engineers  and  great  strides  have  been  made  of  late 
years  in  this  department.  The  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duties, 
moreover,  protect  the  trade  against  foreign  competition.  Low 
profits  rule  in  this  industry  at  the  present  moment,  notwithstanding 
the  protection,  for  wages  are  naturally  tending  to  rise  and  raw 
materials  to  advance  in  price. 

The  shipbuilding  trade  was  for  some  time  protected  with  a Ships  and 
10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  on  ships  or  parts  of  ships,  notwith-  of  ship 
standing  that  the  duty  was  unpopular  even  with  the  ship  builders 
themselves. 

This  duty  was  repealed  at  the  end  of  the  year  1891. 

The  import  both  of  raw  and  refined  sugar  shows  a considerable  Sugar, 
decrease.  The  import  of  colonial  sugar  for  the  Stockholm 
refineries  was  about  the  same  as  usual,  and  the  quotations  of  the 
refined  article  followed  closely  the  foreign  quotations. 

The  manufacture  of  sugar  from  beetroot  is  largely  on  the 
increase  in  Sweden,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  root,  which  has 
been  hitherto  confined  to  the  especially  suitable  soil  of  the 
province  of  Skane,  is  now  being  grown  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  The  crop  for  the  year  1891  was  a very  good  one. 

The  customs  duty  on  imported  sugar  is  at  the  rate  ot 
23  kronor  50  ore  (1/.  6s.)  per  100  kilos.,  whereas  the  excise  tax 
on  beet  sugar  is  only  half  of  this  amount,  eveu  when  estimating 
the  beetroot  at  a very  low  sugar  test.  Competition  for  colonial 
sugar  is,  therefore,  made  very  clifficult.  ’• 

The  increase  of  the  import  under ‘this  heading  is  to  be  Wine, 
attributed  to  speculative  buying.  It  was  expected  that  the  duties 
on  certain  kinds  of  wine  would  be  raised. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  prices  were  high,  but  they  Exports— 
soon  fell  considerably,  and  continued  low  until  nearly  the  end  of  Wood, 
the  shipping  season.  Prices  then  improved,  owing  to  a sudden 
" (1407) 
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Iron  and  steel. 


Grain. 

Wheat  and 
rye. 


increase  in  the  French  demand,  which  took  place  in  consequence 
of  the  expected  imposition  of  higher  duties  by  the  French  legislature 
on  the  importation  of  sawn  wood. 

The  export  trade  in  the  articles  under  this  heading  was, 
generally  speaking,  not  a profitable  one.  There  was  an  increase 
in  the  export  of  pig  iron  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  season,  and 
a very  large  increase  in  the  export  of  iron  wire,  but  the  total  figure 
for  ail  descriptions  of  steel  and  iron  showed  a falling-off  on  the 
year. 

The  prices  quoted  by  the  Ironworkers’  Association  on  Novem- 
ber 25,  1891,  f.o.b.,  Stockholm,  were  as  follows: — 

Per  Ton  of  1,016  Kilos. 

£ s.  d. 


Hammered  iron,  ordinary 8 2 6 

■Rolled  „ „ 7 17  6 

„ „ best  ..  826 


The  late  spring  and  the  want  of  rain  in  the  early  part  of  the 
summer  were  unfavourable  to  the  harvest  prospects. 

Wheat  and  rye  crops,  however,  were  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory, oats  and  barley,  on  the  other  hand,  falling  much  below  the 
average. 

Scarcity  of  labour,  caused  by  the  increasing  emigration,  is 
beginning  to  be  seriously  felt,  and  there  is  a general  complaint 
that  the  crops  come  too  late  into  the  market.  Shipments  of  the 
new  oat  crop  were  few,  though  prices  ruled  high. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  the  spring  (old  crop) 
and  autumn  shipments  of  oats  (new  crop)  during  the  last  five 
years : — 


Spring  Shipments. 


January  to  September  30 — 

1887  

1888  

1889  

1890  

1891  

Tons. 

..  14,079 

Autumn  Shipments. 

October  1 to  December  30 — 

1887  

1888  

1889  

1890  

1891  

Tons. 

126,288 
. . 47,349 

..  11,352 

. . 54,067 

..  23,143 

The  export  of  oats  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  very 
considerable,  owing  to  the  abundance  of  the  old  crop  and  to  a 
reduction  in  railway  rates.  Prices  rose  steadily  until  the  middle 
of  May,  when  there  was  a relapse  ; but  shipments  from  the  old 
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crop  continued,  nevertheless,  until  September.  The  prices 
quoted  here  did  not  fluctuate  so  much  as  on  the  foreign  markets  on 
account  of  the  large  home  consumption. 

In  the  late  summer  the  entire  failure  of  the  Russian  crops 
caused  a great  disturbance  in  the  Swedish  grain  market,  which 
culminated  in  the  month  of  August,  when  the  further  export  of 
wheat  and  rye  was  prohibited  from  Russian  ports.  This  was  an 
unexpected  move,  and  resulted  iii\a  very  rapid  rise  in  prices, 
which  fortunately,  owing  to  good  supplies  coming  in  from  other 
grain  exporting  countries,  was  soon  checked. 

The  duties  levied  at  the  Stockholm  custom-house  during  1891  Custom  dues, 
amounted  to  687,386/.  custom  dues  and  1,093/.  lighthouse  and 
beacon  dues,  showing  a decrease  as  compared  with  those  of  the 
previous  year  of  respectively  79,008^.  and  151/. 

The  increased  cost  of  living  and  uncertainty  with  regard  to  Emigration, 
the  future  conscription  law  gave  a considerable  impulse  to 
emigration. 

The  figures  for  the  past  two  years  are  as  follows  : — 

Number. 

1890  25,608 

1891  32,454 


Sundsvall. 


Vice-Consul  Bredenberg,  in  sending  in  his  report,  draws  atten-  Increase  of 
tion  to  the  steady  increase  in  British  shipping  at  his  port  of  late 
years,  as  shown  by  the  following  table:  — 


Year. 

1 

^ Number  of 

1 Vessels. 

Tons. 

1882 

112 

61,121 

1887 

• • 

. , 

, , 

214 

143,379 

1891 

•• 

• 9 

•• 

•• 

250 

189,939 

The  number  of  ships  for  the  year  1891  is  thus  double  that 
for  the  year  1882,  and  their  total  tonnage  three  times  as  con- 
siderable. 

On  comparing  the  returns  of  all  shipping  during  the  year  it  British 
will  be  noticed  that  the  port  has  been  visited  by  1,453  vessels,  shipping 
with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  631,027,  of  which  250  vessels,  with 
an  aggregate  tonnage  ot  231,082,  were  British,  thus  making  the  other  nations, 
number  of  the  latter  more  than  one-seventh,  and  their  tonnage 
nearly  one-third  of  the  total.  The  Swedish  tonnage  is  included  in 
this  estimate. 

The  dues  and  duties  collected  by  the  Sundsvall  custom-house 
during  the  last  four  years  have  been  as  follows;^ 
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Increase  in 
exports. 


Imports. 


Vessels 
belonging  to 
Siuidsvall. 


New 

manuiaclory. 


Exports — 
Wood  goods, 


- ‘ Year. 

Total  Amount  Collected. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1888' 

Kronor. 

1,780,516 

£ 

98,917 

1889  

2,089,520 

113,306 

1890  

2,006,895 

111,494 

102,093 

1891 

1,837,686 

the  last  year  showing  a decrease  compared  with  the  preceding 
one  of  169,209  kronor  (9,40U.),  but  an  increase  compared  with 
1888  of  57,170  kronor  (3,176/.). 

The  exports  show  an  increase  in  the  wood  trade  of  3,081 
standards  compared  with  that  for  the  preceding  year,  and  as  the 
prices  in  general  ruled  higher  the  year  was  a favourable  one  (or 
shippers. 

With  regard  to  the  imports,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
principal  increase  occurs  in  the  item  of  grain.  This  may  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  Swedish  prices  .ruled  higher  than 
German  prices  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

A falling-off,  on  the  other  hand,  occurred  in  the  quantities  of 
sugar  and  butter  imported.  In  the  case  of  butter  this  may  be 
explained  by  an  increase  in  the  local  output. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  109  vessels  belonging  to 
the  port  of  Sundsvall,  with  a total  of  18,454  tons  register.  Of 
these  73  are  steamers,  25  barques,  2 barkentines,  2 brigs,  5 
schooners,  1 brigantine,  and  1 sloop. 

A new  manufactory  was  establislied  during  the  year  1891,  in 
Sundsvall,  for  making  ball  bearings  to  carriages  and  engine  shafts. 
Patents  have  been  taken  out  in  most  European  countries,  as  well 
as  in  America,  by  this  firm. 


Gejle. 

Vice-Consul  Kokerita  reports  from  Gcfle  that  the  volume  of 
trade  was  pretty  well  maintained  during  the  past  year,  although 
the  prices  obtained  for  the  most  important  staple  of  the  place, 
viz.,  wood  goods,  were  very  low.  With  an  increase  of  about  2,000 
standards  in  quantity  the  value  showed  a reduction  of  no  less  than 
88,700/. 

Although  prices  for  sawn  wood  stocks  stood  high  at  the  com- 
mencement of  1891  the  result  of  the  whole  trade  was  nevertheless 
jinsatisfactory.  Prices  fell  rapidly  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
partly  on  account  of  the  immense  supply  of  logs  brought  in  from 
the  forests  in  the  winter  1889-90,  and  partly  on  account  of  the 
collapse  of  several  important  London  inq)orting  firms,  which 
oaused  large  quantities  of  sawn  wood  to  be  realised  by  auction  in 
London,  thus  overstocking  the  market  just  at  the  most  critical 
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time  of  the  year,  when  contracts  for  delivery  during  the  season 
are  usually  entered  into.  After  the  import  duties  on  sawn  wood, 
however,  had  been  finally  voted  by  the  French  Legislature,  to 
take  effect  from  February  1,  1892,  French  importers  began  to  buy 
on  a large  scale,  which  had  the  effect  of  steadying  the  market 
and  causing  prices  to  advance.  This  improvement  was  still  more 
marked  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  effects  of  the 
scarcity  in  the  supply  of  logs  for  the  winter  1891  began  to  be 
felt.  The  close  of  the  year  left  exporters  with  small  stocks  and 
good  promise  of  better  prices  for  the  following  year. 

The  business  done  by  the  iron  and  steel work^, -of  the  district 
was  not  satisfactory  for  the  year  1891.  As  the  season  advanced 
the  margin  between  the  cost  of  production  and  selling  prices 
became  very  small,  and  many  concerns  were  working  at  little  or 
no  profit.  The  American  demand,  which  is  such  an  important 
factor  in  the  steel  branch,  was  much  diminished  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  year,  with  the  result  that  many  firms  were  obliged  to 
place  a considerable  part  of  their  output  to  stock.  Very  little 
improvement  has  yet  manifested  itself. 

The  import  trade  of  the  town  shows  a great  falling-off,  which  Imports. 

Mr.  Kokeritz  attributes  to  the  protectionist  duties  voted  by  the 
Swedish  Kiksdag  about  two  years  ago. 

In  this  connection  Mr.  Kokeritz  reports  that  the  increased 
cost  of  many  of  the  necessaries  of  life  consequent  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  these  duties  was  the  cause  of  some  difficulties.  Working 
men  demanded  a corresponding  increase  of  wages,  which  employers 
were  in  many  cases  unable  to  afford. 

A considerable  diminution  occurred  in  the  quantities  of  grain 
and  coals  imported  during  1891. 

In  the  case  of  the  former  the  cause  is,  no  doubt,  to  be  Grain, 
sought  in  the  duties  before  mentioned,  and  the  bad  crops  in 
Russia ; in  the  latter  in  the  depressed  condition  of  the  iron  and 
steel  trades  of  the  district.  The  fear  of  a fall  in  the  price  of  coals  Goals, 
for  1892  had  also,  no  doubt,  something  to  do  with  restricting  the 
coal  import;  coal  merchants  not  caring  to  carry  over  to  1892 
more  than  the  smallest  possible  stock. 

Mr.  Kokeritz  reports  that,  for  the  first  time  for  some  years.  Shipowners, 
the  shipowning  interest  of  Gefle  appears  to  be  looking  up.  One 
or  two  owners  have  purchased  steam-tonnage  in  England  during 
the  past  year  or  so,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  example  will  be 
followed  by  others,  now  that  the  JO  per  cent,  duty  on  the 
import  of  foreign-built  tonnage  has  been  removed. 

Iron  shipbuilding  has  been  carried  on  with  fair  success  by  shipbuilding, 
one  firm  at  the  ])ort,  but  with  this  exception  the  industry  has 
])ractically  ceased  in  the  district. 
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jl  ppendix. 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Stockliolrn 
during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1890. 

1891. 

Bar-iron  . , 

Cwts. . . 

871,510 

749,072 

Manufactured  iron 

* • 

49,505 

13,943 

Iron  wire  . 

» • • 

27,999 

69,902 

Sheet-iron 

56,436 

37,663 

Scrap  and  bloom  iron  . . 

41,525 

57,593 

Pig-iron . . 

99  • • 

252,288 

314,402 

Steel 

76,676 

63,704 

Lead  ore 

85,188 

44,418 

Oats 

99  • • 

280,849 

407,868 

Hides  and  skins 

• • 

18,862 

9,099 

Clover  and  grass  seeds. . 

99  . • 

1,763 

1,596 

Tar 

37,936 

18,376 

Deals  and  battens 

Standards 

8,245 

14,423 

Matches . . 

Cwts. . . 

5,130 

5,160 

Carpentry 

Value 

*£ 

31,677 

43,353 

Wood  pulp 

Cwts. . . 

6,048 

9,132 

Implements  and  machinery 

Value 

3,163 

4,874 

Punch  . . 

Gallons 

3,153 

4,874 

Brandy  and  spirit 

„ 

10,476 

4,884 

Bags 

Cwts. , . 

1,538 

6,231 

Tallow  . . 

99  • • 

3,907 

3,749 

Oil  cakes 

99  • • 

22,800 

6,327 

Zinc  ore. . 

99  •• 

102,575 

78,600 

STOCKHOLM, 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Stockholm  during 
the  Years  1890-91. 


Ai  tides. 

Quantity. 

1890, 

1891. 

Asphalt  e 

Cwts. . . . . 

18,868 

21,730 

Almonds 

» • • • • 

2,855 

3,094 

Brandy,  arrack,  in  casks 

Gallons 

139,854 

118,41.6 

Rum,  in  casks  . . 

• • 

1,778 

2,390 

Cognac  „ 

• • 

■ 80,846 

112,171 

„ bottled . . 

7,339 

10,081 

Butter  . . 

Cwts. . . 

13,832 

11,350 

Cement  . . 

„ . . . . 

■ '27,960 

6,276 

Coals  and  coke  . . 

• • 

• • 

Cubic  feet  . . 

17,720,764 

18,065,599 

Coffee  . . 

• • 

• • 

.Cwts. . . 

85,969 

87,649 

Colours  . . 

• • 

12,628 

10,816 

Copper  . . 

• • 

6,213 

7,605 

Cotton  . . 

f • 

9,410 

8,078 

Cork-wood 

• • 

20,034 

22,580 

Fish,  herrings  . . 

113,994 

115,075 

cod  « • 

7,053 

7,163 

Glass,  window  . . 

• • 

}f  * * * * 

4,335 

4,970 

,,  mirrors  . . 

1,891 

1,969 

Grain — 

Wheat 

• • 

226,275 

368,681 

Barley 

• • 

,,  • • • • 

22,389 

Rye  . . 

t • 

• • • • 

682,825 

464,593 

Maize . . « . 

• • 

if  • • • • 

35,504 

28,501 

Rice  . . 

• • 

fi  • • • • 

29,593 

35,066 

Hemp  . . 

• • 

15  • • • • 

14,774  1 

13,451 

Hides  (not  fur) . . 

• • • 

5,316 

6,097 

„ prepared 

• • 

if  • • • • 

18,482 

16,426 

Hops 

• • 

f>  • • • • 

3,942 

3,807 

Iron  and  steel,  pig 

• • 

if  • • • • 

169,208 

112,390 

„ bars  and  manufactured 

a • • • • 

88,150 

45,666 

„ rails 

a • • • • 

19,026 

42,315 

„ sheet 

J5  • • • • 

15,688 

16,450 

Liqueur . . 

• • 

Gallons 

7,480 

8,661 

Meat 

• • 

Cwts. . . 

7,737 

10,653 

Manure  . . . . 

• • 

• • 

i)  • • • • 

251,540 

205,283 

Oils— 

Linseed 

,, 

• • 

• • • • 

3,131 

6,003 

Other  fatty  oils,  in  casks 

• • 

ii  • • • • 

46,094 

40,911 

u 

in  other 

vessels 

• • 

if  • • • • 

764 

2,004 

Mineral,  raw. . 

• • 

ft  • • • • 

28,006 

13,657 

Refined 

it  • • • • 

230,593 

253,570 

Oil  cakes 

tt  • • • • 

122,200 

111,953 

Oranges . . . . 

• • 

a • • • • 

7,413 

5,858 

Pepper  . . 

t % 

• • • • 

2,009 

1,802 

Pork 

• • 

>5  • • • • 

60,727 

38,146 

Potatoes. . 

15  • • • • 

112,968 

72,785 

Potashes  , . 

• • 

ii  • • • • 

12,493 

12,455 

Raisins  . . 

• • 

it  • • • • 

8,416 

4,662 

Rope 

• • 

it  • • • • 

2,232 

2,378 

Rye  meal 

25,093 

17,306 

Salt  . . • • 

Cubic  feet  . . 

539,159 

669,886 

Seeds  . . . . 

• • 

Cwts. . . 

73,589 

74,195 

Shoddy  .. 

• • 

ii  • • • • 

2,696 

1,612 

Soda 

• • 

it  • • • • 

52,532 

54,443 

Sugar,  refined  .. 

• • 

a • • ' • 

75,434 

43,421 

„ raw 

• • 

• f f ♦ 

135,593 

125,624 
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Ketern  of  Principal  Articled  of  Import  to  Stockholm  during 
the  Years  1890-91 — continiiecl. 


Articles. 

(^uan 

1890. 

tity. 

1891. 

'Tallow  . . 

Cwts. . . 

£9,442 

18,786 

Tea 

• • • 

676 

741 

Tin,  unworked  . . 

99  • • • • 

2,161 

2,120 

Tobacco . . 

99  • • • • 

23,807 

13,529 

Wheaten  flour  . . 

• • • • 

122,787 

132,920 

Wine,  in  casks  . . 

Gallons 

19,540 

49,655 

,,  bottled  . • • . 

99  * • 

63,336 

154,376 

Wool 

Cwts.,, 

3,076 

1,744 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Sundsvall 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wood  goods  

Standards 

272,187 

£ 

269,106 

£ 

Iron  and  steel  

Tons 

6,040 

... 

6,394 

Total  

... 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Siindsvall  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coal  and  coke 

Tons 

17,370 

£ 

18,503 

£ 

Grain  and  flour  ... 

6,075 

4,275 

Sugar  

1,834 

2,284 

Petroleum 

1,422 

1,577 

Treacle  

999 

1,136 

Coffee  

954 

868 

Meat  and  pork 

• •• 

••• 

925 

1,529 

Butter  

178 

384 

Wine  and  spirits  ... 

Gallons  ... 

32,785 

12,255 

Total 

STOCKHOLM.  11 

Ueturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Sundsvall  for  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

7 

2,695-44 

243 

228,387-19 

250 

231,082-63 

Swedish  

865 

87,236-27 

119 

43,157-34 

484 

130,393-61 

Norwegian 

298 

115,011‘65 

16 

14,210-37 

314 

129,222-02 

German  

26 

7,543-64 

61 

34,894-77 

87 

42,438-41 

Finnish  

52 

16,118-30 

81 

13,956-68 

133 

30,074-98 

Dutch  

60 

24,133-03 

6 

4,958-11 

66 

29,091-14 

Danish  

72 

13,191-77 

16 

11,764-74 

88 

24,956-51 

French  

17 

3,423-36 

2 

1,661-43 

19 

6,084-79 

Spanish  

... 

... 

5 

4,903-58 

5 

4,903-58 

Other  countries  ... 

6 

2,334-32 

1 

1,445-31 

7 

3,779-63 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

903 

271,687-78 

550 

359,339-62 

1,453 

631,027-30 

preceding 

971 

280,459-16 

510 

330,018-46 

1,481 

610,477-62 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

7 

2,695-44 

243 

228,387-19 

260 

231,082-63 

Swedish  

366 

87,587-41 

119 

43,157-34 

485 

130,744-75 

Norwegian 

297 

114,791-32 

16 

14,210-37 

313 

129,001-69 

German  

26 

7,543-64 

61 

34,894-77 

87 

42,438-41 

Finnish  

52 

16,118-30 

81 

13,956-68 

133 

30,074-98 

Dutch  

60 

24,133-03 

6 

4,958-11 

66 

29,091-14 

Danish  

72 

16,191-77 

16 

11,764-74 

88 

24,956-51 

French  

17 

3,423-36 

2 

1,661-43 

19 

6,084-79 

Spanish  

5 

4,903-58 

5 

4,903-58 

Other  countries  ... 

"’g 

2,3k*32 

1 

1,445-31 

7 

3,779-63 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

903 

271,818-59 

550 

359,339-52 

1,463 

631,158-11 

preceding 

’ 969 

279,949-67 

511 

330,102-50 

1,480  j 

610,052-17 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Gefle  during  the 

Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

Standards 

Tons 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wood  goods 

Iron  and  steel 

Other  arlicles 

Total 

131,561 

32,175 

£ 8.  (ft 

820,638  16  5 
238,667  16  4 
27,681  17  6 

129,676 

38,467 

£ s.  d. 
909,323  8 11 
310,663  4 1 
27,742  4 10 

1,086,988  9 3 

... 

1,247,628  17  10 

12 


SWEDEN. 


Keturn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Gefle  during  the 

Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Gallons  ... 
Tons 

Cwts. 

M ••• 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Orain,  &c 

Coffee 

Pork  and  beef ...  

Sugar  

Wine  and  spirits  

Coal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Cotton 

Oil  

Machinery  

Other  articles 

Total 

10,027 

7,358 

486 

7,796 

20,735 

105,473 

9,209 

48,639 

£ s.  d. 

101,053  9 11 
29,635  0 5 
16,088  13  3 
7,100  9 0 
10,306  17  0 
60,646  13  6 
20,976  0 0 
18,239  12  5 
12,032  17  0 
64,564  17  0 

14,288 

8,269 

687^ 

19,155 

9,029 

120,888 

10,991 

38,129 

£ s.  d, 
105,514  19  9 
39,052  7 0 
20,012  0 0 
17,501  11  0 
4,187  13  0 
80,272  1 9 
25,952  3 0 
15,410  0 0 
15,428  0 0 
58,116  19  3 

340,644  9 6 

381,447  14  7 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Gefle  in  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

4 

2,949*91 

94 

92,340*06 

98 

95,289*97 

Swedish  

97 

28,467*65 

139 

60,897*55 

236 

89,365*20 

German  

43 

12,021*92 

28 

13,185*97 

71 

25,207*89 

Norwegian 

73 

26,010*78 

11 

6,657*78 

84 

32,668*56 

Danish  

20 

4,406*22 

3 

2,104*92 

23 

6,511*14 

Russian  

22 

5,863*52 

2 

1,044*33 

24 

6,907*85 

OtJier  countries  ... 

19 

7,205*09 

3 

2,919*14 

22 

10,124*23 

Total  

278 

86,925*09 

280 

179,149*75 

558 

266,074*84 

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

... 

283,461*48 

Cleared. 


Sailing, 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels, 

Tons, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  ••• 

5 

4,226*76 

33,077*38 

132 

129,392*42 

90,255*63 

137 

133,619*18 

123,333*01 

Swedish 

136 

182 

318 

German 

44 

13,323*46 

31 

15,314*12 

75 

28,642*58 

Norwegian ... 

• •• 

' 76 

27,275*14 

16 

10,431*11 

92 

37,706*25 

Danish 

23 

5,040*24 

6,363*74 

5 

4,198*02 

28 

9,238*26 

Russian 

• •• 

27 

2 

1,044*33 

29 

7,408*07 

Other  countries 

... 

17 

6,454*35 

5 

4,446*99 

22 

10,900*34 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

328 

95,766*07 

373 

255,081*62 

701 

350,847*69 

preceding 

... 

... 

... 

... 

385,714*92 

STOCKHOLM.  13 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
Gefle  and  Imported  to  Gefle  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Export. 

Import. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

Great  Britain 

Germany  

Belgium  and  Holland 

France  

Denmark  

Other  countries  

Russia 

Total 

& 8.  d. 

692,420  5 2 
84,114  12  0 
99,627  2 9 
115,934  4 10 
24,811  15  7 
60,691  17  8 
9,388  11  3 

£ 8.  d. 

844,045  14  6 
112,793  11  2 
99,867  10  9 
84,651  12  1 
28,889  0 0 
57,111  11  9 
' 20,269  17  7 

£ s.  d. 

112,622  3 4 
65,728  10  7 
3,700  0 0 
11,363  2 0 
27,216  5 0 
66,087  1 10 
53,927  6 9 

£ 8.  d. 

137,521  15  10 
82,684  7 3 
9,763  7 0 
4,182  15  0 
17,199  18  2 
62,406  2 0 
67,689  9 4 

1,086,988  9 3 

1,247,628  17  10 

340,644  9 6 

381,447  14  7 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Hudiksvall  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891, 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Deals,  buttons,  and  boards 

Standards 

41,685 

r ^ 

208,420 

42,230 

£ 

211,150 

Floorings 

3,761 

20,680 

2,060 

12,360 

Timber  (round) 

jy 

3,106 

9,320 

4,450 

15,575 

.,  (square) 

Split  wood  

1,407 

5,630 

780 

2,730 

2,433 

3,040 

3,190 

4,785 

Pit-props 

7,852 

5,900 

8,760 

8,760 

Staves  

754 

2,260 

920 

3,220 

Telegraph  poles 

1,147 

3,540 

50 

150 

Total  

}t 

62,145 

258,790 

62,440 

258,730 

Iron  and  steel  

... 

Cwts. 

113,368 

34,010 

124,900 

35,551 

Grand  total  ... 

292,800 

... 

294,281 
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Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Hudiksvall  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

1 

Value. 

£ 

& 

Herring,  salted 

Cwts. 

201 

\ 

r 

430 

1 

1 

Pork 

163 

1 

1,700 

Beef 

n 

80 

37 

Coffee 

• •• 

n 

886 

1 

310 

Oils,  mineral 

3,800 

1 

15,700 

Cheese 

4 

10 

Wheat,  flour 

• •• 

590 

3,200 

Eye,  flour  ... 

212 

c 

5,600 

a 

Tobacco 

1,826 

o 

950 

L 

o 

Silk 

9) 

1 

r fl  i 

1 

Cotton 

13 

o 

25 

a 

Woollen  cloth 

27 

40 

& 

Linen 

8 

16 

Coal  and  coke 

85,000 

72,500 

Salt 

• •• 

28,900 

20,000 

Butter 

243 

600 

Sugar 

J> 

350 

520 

Molasses 

n 

338 

... 

Machinery  ... 

• •• 

>) 

... 

329 

... 

340 

Manure 

9) 

5,760 

7,400 

Papers 

• •• 

)♦ 

6 

... 

40 

Wine 

Gallons 

2,297 

1,870 

Brandy 

773 

... 

240 

... 

Total 

... 

... 

... 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Hudiksvall  in  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

70 

68,219-32 

70 

68,219-32 

Swedish  

ns 

28, 81 0-50 

33 

23,037-62 

146 

51,848-12 

Norwegian 

45 

17,382-51 

12 

9,960-14 

57 

27,34-2-05 

Eussian  and  Fin- 

nish   

10 

3,937-77 

10 

3,937-77 

Danish  

19 

4,083-70 

5, 8^-38 

27 

9,947-08 

German  

6 

1,136-84 

15 

9,108-11 

21 

10,244-95 

Dutch  

7 

2,339-40 

1 

1,008-50 

8 

3,347-90 

French  

9 

3,282-46 

9 

3,282-46 

Austrian  

2 

1,483-60 

1 

1,445-31 

3 

2,9-28-91 

Italian  

1 

549-72 

549-72 

Total  

212 

63,006-50 

140 

118,642-38 

352 

181,643-88 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

... 

... 

... 

342 

155,843-86 

STOCKHOLM, 


Id 


Cleabed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

70 

68,219-32 

70 

68,219-32 

Swedish  

il2 

28,767-50 

33 

23,037-62 

145 

61,738-12 

Norwegian 

45 

17,382-51 

12 

9,960*14 

57 

27,342-65 

Russian  and  Fin- 

nish   

10 

3,937-77 

... 

10 

3,937-77 

Danish  

19 

4,083-70 

8 

5,863*38 

27 

9,947*08 

German  

6 

1,136-84 

15 

9,108-11 

21 

10,244-95 

Dutch  

7 

2,339-40 

1 

1,008*50 

8 

3,347-90 

French  

9 

3,282-46 

• •• 

• •• 

9 

3,282-46 

Austrian  

2 

1,483-60 

1 

1,445-31 

3 

2,928-91 

Italian  

1 

549-72 

1 

549-72 

Total  

211 

62,903-50 

140 

118,642-38 

351 

181,645*88 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

... 

... 

... 

... 

354 

190,397-37 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Ai'ticles  Exported  from 
Hudiksvall  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Value. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

England 

111,570 

117,696 

France  . . . . . . . . 

74,200 

69,156 

Holland 

19,665 

42,620 

Belgium 

7,600 

7,270 

Germany. . . . . • 

84,710 

26,605 

Egypt  

9,390 

3,230 

Denmark 

9,725 

10,850 

Portugal 

. . 

650 

Spam  ..  ..  ..  .. 

19,360 

27,916 

Australia. . . . • . . « 

3,250 

3,290 

Africa  ..  ..  ..  .. 

3,640 

•• 

Total  

292,800 

327,981 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Soderhamn  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

Cubic  met. 
Kilos. 

M ••• 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wood  

Iron 

Pulp 

Total  

609,497 

8,263,767 

1,356,700 

£ 

490,897 

10,805,216 

416,500 

£ 

... 

(1407) 


B 
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IvETURN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Soderhamn  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Corn  and  flour 

Kilos. 

195,924 

£ 

458,044 

£ 

Beef  and  pork 

24,371 

... 

48,092 

Coffee  

17,000 

7,263 

Sugar  

19,460 

104,231 

Molasses  

24,913 

3,469 

Butter  

19 

15,262 

18,707 

Fish  and  salt  herrings 

9) 

25,300 

819 

Coals...  

Hectols. 

178,303 

256,289 

Salt 

Litres 

15,881 

898 

Wine  and  spirit  ... 

13,248 

4,770 

Pig  iron  

Kilos. 

200,000 

272,000 

Total 

... 

... 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Soderhamn  in  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

6 

2,518 

137 

110,977 

142 

113,495 

Swedish  

117 

27,119 

62 

22,080 

169 

49,199 

Norwegian 

70 

12,888 

4 

2,542 

74 

15,430 

German  

17 

3,461 

19 

10,921 

36 

14,382 

Russian  

20 

6,858 

1 

657 

21 

7,416 

Other  countries  ... 

39 

8,432 

7 

2,966 

46 

11,398 

Total  

268 

61,276 

220 

150,043 

488 

211,319 

Cleared. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

5 

2,518 

137 

110,977 

142 

113,495 

Swedish  

188 

42,191 

71 

39,146 

259 

81,836 

Norwegian 

88 

32,848 

9 

3,033 

97 

35,881 

German  

17 

3,461 

19 

10,921 

36 

14,382 

Russian  

20 

6,858 

1 

557 

21 

7,416 

Other  countries  ... 

39 

8,432 

7 

2,966 

46 

11,398 

Total  

357 

96,308 

244 

167,699 

601 

263,907 

STOCKHOLM 
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IIeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Oscarshamn  during 
the  Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Fish,  fresh 

Kilos. 

2,000 

£ s.  d. 

& 3.  d. 

Herring,  salted  

f > ••• 

... 

Oats,  unground  

207i523 

444i725 

Granite  stone,  unpolished 

,,, 

11,055’ 11  1 

12,077  15  7 

Wood  goods 

Cubic  m. ... 

99i254 

«•* 

Matches  

Kilos. 

76,350 

147,310 

Machinery  ...  

427"  15  7 

•»» 

Paper  

Kilos, 

2i475 

*• 

4o6iooo 

Total  

... 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Oscarshamn  during 
the  Years  1890-91. 


. Articles. 

1890. 

1891. 

Quantity.  | 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine  and  spirits 

Litre  ... 

2,467 

£ 

6,518 

£ s.  d. 

Herring,  salted  

Kilos. 

881,576 

1,403,629 

Fish,  dry  

,, 

68,450 

Manure  

,, 

2,470,541 

1,87’4’591 

Skins 

68,205 

91,984 

Coffee  

20,116 

33,462 

Machinery 

707 

I,19‘6”l7  9 

Mineral  oils  

Kilos.’  ... 

5l’5*325 

47  i’ 705 

Paper  

7,504 

... 

16,523 

... 

Salt 

21,339 

12,918 

Sugar,  refined  

*! 

36,439 

1,037 

,,  uniefined 

968 

15 

Molasses  

13,337 

12,501 

Rye,  unground  

II  ••• 

49,536 

47,034 

Wheat  flour  

... 

44,785 

159 

Rye  meal 

ti 

12,250 

• •• 

Coal  and  coke  

Hectols.  ... 

82,833 

84j29 

• •• 

Raw  tobacco  

Kilos. 

19,489 

60,416 

Silk,  cotton,  woollen,  and 
cloths  

linen 

II  ••• 

II 

3,177 

3,881 

Pork,  salted  

... 

6,574 

21,982 

Total  

... 

Return  of  Collection  of  Customs  in  the  Oscarshamn  Custom- 
house District  during  the  Years  1891-89. 


1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

Kronor 

ore. 

Kronor 

ore. 

Kronor 

ore. 

Duties  . . 

89,058 

61 

105,817 

59 

106,314 

66 

Lastage  . . 

4,508 

82 

4,693 

59 

3,640 

65 

Sundries 

953 

78 

681 

59 

913 

64 

Light  and  beacon  dues. . 

21,736 

06 

20,026 

75 

21,142 

73 

Total 

116,257 

17 

131,119 

52 

131,911 

68 

Equivalent  in  sterling . . 

6,458Z.  14«.  6d. 

7,284?.  8s. 

, id. 

7,328?.  8s. 

6i(7. 

Note. — Exchange  at  the  rate  of  18  kronor  to  the  ll. 
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SWEDEN. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Kalmar  and  its 
District  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

' 1801. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Oftts ...  ...  •< 

Quarters  ... 

21,870 

le 

20,779 

10,312 

£ 

9,280 

Matches 

• 

Tons 

117 

4,075 

263 

8,416 

Tar 

Gallons  ... 

236 

13 

405 

24 

Machinery 

Tons 

102 

816 

14 

108 

Spais.t.  ...  •< 

Standards 

6,153 

30,565 

6,366 

31,830 

Deals  

► • ••• 

2,240 

13,440 

1,923 

9,615 

Boards  

»•  ••• 

Tons 

4,106 

21,146 

4,010 

20,050 

Fish 

169 

8,420 

99 

4,456 

Total 



... 

99,251 

... 

83,779 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Kalmar  and  its 
District  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


1891. 

1890. 

iirucius. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coal  ...  ... 

Tons 

10,469 

£ 

8,375 

14,249 

£ 

12,824 

Wheat 

Quarters 

52,074 

104,148 

49,445 

74,167 

Rye 

• •• 

t» 

25,840 

37,630 

13,780 

12,302 

Herrings 

• •• 

Barrels 

5,685 

4,109 

7,230 

5,140 

Fish 

Tons 

60 

1,123 

73 

5,840 

Bacon 

tf 

75 

3,520 

57 

1,710 

Coffee  ... 

107 

10,046 

86 

6,020 

Sugar 

1 9 

38 

1,810 

103 

7,210 

Petroleum  ... 

••• 

Gallons 

117,108 

2,987 

110,206 

2,755 

Brandy 

1,271 

396 

1,110 

327 

Wine 

Tons 

1,196 

57i 

374 

1,614 

492 

Tobacco 

3,486 

i 

52 

Hides 

M 

103 

9,975 

511 

82,237 

Salt 

u 

740 

749 

752 

639 

Manure 

jy 

2,698 

6,910 

2,627 

6,780 

Machinery  ... 

201 

2,732 

236 

2,120 

Total 



... 

... 

198,360 

170,676 

STOCKHOLM, 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Kalmar  in  the  Year 

1891. 

Entbbcd. 


Ports. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

America 

• •• 

1 

379-51 

1 

379-51 

Great  Britain 

*31 

7,102-62 

4 

1,839-51 

35 

8,942-13 

Bremen 

2 

269-90 

... 

2 

269-90 

Denmark  ... 

261 

16,516-84 

ioi 

30,268-97 

362 

40,784-81 

France 

3 

810-95 

... 

3 

810-95 

Hamburg  ... 

2 

141*45 

2 

846-48 

4 

987 -.93 

Holland  ... 

3 

593-27 

... 

... 

3 

693-27 

Liibeck 

24 

2,227-31 

125 

46,388-16 

149 

47,615-46 

Mecklenburg 

11 

1,746-47 

... 

11 

1,746-47 

Norway 

6 

372-75 

85 

13,728-67 

41 

14,096-42 

Pommerania 

52 

2,079-43 

4 

939-58 

66 

3,019-01 

Portugal  ... 

2 

612-78 

... 

2 

512-78 

Prussia 

7 

782-95 

7 

1, 7^-87 

14 

2,546-82 

Kussia 

6 

1,073-69 

24 

6,773-73 

30 

7,847-42 

Schleswig-Holstein 

42 

3,587-49 

1 

388-70 

43 

3,976*19 

Total 

... 

452 

37, 816*90 

304 

102,312*17 

758 

140,129-07 

Clbabed. 


Ports. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Great  Britain 

100 

17,661-42 

3 

1,185-31 

103 

18,846-73 

Bremen 

1 

134-95 

1 

134-95 

Denmark  ... 

276 

17,224-38 

*4 

635-35 

280 

17,859-93 

France 

2 

376-79 

3 

1,751-32 

5 

2,128-11 

Hamburg  ... 

3 

236-58 

2 

722-83 

6 

959-41 

Hanover 

1 

134-95 

... 

1 

184-95 

Liibeck  ... 

19 

1,570-28 

64 

25,577-72 

83 

27,148-00 

Mecklenburg 

5 

593  63 

6 

593-63 

Norway 

3 

173-64 

’29 

11,083-35 

32 

11,266-99 

Pommerania 

28 

1,084-63 

5 

1,187-90 

S3 

2,272-53 

Prussia 

7 

404-97 

7 

1,541-02 

14 

1,945-99 

Russia 

1 

128-01 

20 

5,969-39 

21 

6,097-40 

Schleswig-Holstein 

62 

3,826-76 

62 

3,826-76 

Total 

... 

498 

43,551-19 

137 

49,654-19 

635 

93,205-38 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Imports  to  and  Exports 
from  the  Port  of  Kalmar  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Value. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

Exports 

99,261 

83,779 

Imports 

198,360 

170,675 
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SWEDEN. 


Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Gotland  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

Quarters  ... 
Standards... 
Tons 

Kilos. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Grain  

Wood  

Lime 

Cement  

Stone  

Total  

2,474 

3,988 

3,313 

241,400 

£ 

3,000 

394 

4,631 

2,752 

£ 

... 

Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Gotland  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Salted  fish  ... 

Tons 

42 

£ 

23 

£ 

Rice 

• •• 

H 

602 

85 

Manure 

• •• 

If  ••• 

666 

706 

Iron  goods  ... 

If 

117 

163 

Coffee 

• •• 

••• 

••• 

Sugar 

Tons 

"*17 

’"l7 

Petroleum  ... 

11  ••• 

261 

172 

Coals 

,1 

8,591 

6,248 

... 

Total 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Wisby  in  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels, 

Tons. 

British  

2 

478 

... 

2 

478 

Norwegian 

5 

1,449 

5 

1,449 

Swedish  

, 214 

19,190 

'*24 

6,890 

238 

26,080 

Other  countries  ... 

31 

3,577 

1 

317 

32 

3,894 

Total 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

252 

24,694 

25 

7,207 

277 

31,901 

256 

24,330 

27 

7,450 

283 

31,780 

STOCKHOLM. 
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Cleabed. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

Norwegian 

Swedish  

Other  countries  ... 

Total  

for  the  year 
preceding 

2 

3 

20S 

35 

478 

700 

17,556 

4,163 

*2*1 

6,837 

417 

2 

3 

229 

36 

478 

700 

23,393 

4,480 

248 

269 

22,897 

24,420 

22 

22  I 

6,154 

6,130 

270 

291 

29,051 

30,550 
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No. 

Price 

1008.  Rome  . . 

, , 

. . Id. 

1009.  Mozambique 

. . Id. 

1010.  Wencliow 

, , 

. . Id. 

1011.  Mogador 

..  2H. 

1012.  Amoy 

. . 

. . Id. 

1013.  Kiukiaiig 

. . 

. . Id. 

1014.  Stettin 

..  l|d. 

1015.  Boston 

, . 

. . Id. 

101 G.  Callao 

1017.  Aleppo 

• • 

. . Id. 

1018.  Santos 

..  2id. 

1019.  Pii’ffius 

. . Id. 

1020.  Mogador 

. . Id. 

1021.  Adrianople  .. 

..  id. 

1022.  Tripoli 

Id. 

1023.  Jerusalem  . . 

..  Id. 

1024.  Odessa 

. . 6d. 

1025.  Genoa 

..  lid. 

1026.  Kiungcliow  . . 

. . Id. 

1027.  Batoum 

..  4kl. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

..  id. 

1029.  Batavia 

..  Id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

..  id. 

1031.  San  Jose 

. . Id. 

1032.  Manila 

..  lid. 

1033.  Marseilles  . . 

Id. 

1034.  SwatoAv 

. . Id. 

1035.  Paris 

. . Id. 

1036.  Icbang  , . 

. . 5d. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

..  Id. 

1038.  F oocliow 

. . Id. 

1039.  Brest 

. . Id. 

1040.  Madeira 

. . id. 

1041.  Antwerp 

..  lid. 

1042.  Taganrog 

..  2id. 

1043.  Algiers 

..  2id. 

1044.  HankoAv 

..  lid. 

1045.  Nantes 

..  lid. 

1046.  Belgrade 

. . 2d. 

1047.  Fiume 

. . Id. 

1048.  Wuhu 

. . Id. 

1049.  Cagliari 

. . Id. 

1050.  Erzeronm  . . 

. . Id. 

1051.  Syra  . . 

1052.  Clicrbourg  , . 

. . Id. 

1053.  Lima 

Id. 

1054.  Bilbao 

..  lid. 

1055.  Cadiz 

. . 2d. 

1056.  Corunna 

..  2id. 

1057.  Saigon 

..  Id. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

..  Id. 

1059.  Trebizond  , , 

. . Id. 

1060.  Barcelona  , . 

..  lid. 

1061.  Tainan 

. . Id. 

1062.  Smyrna 

..  Ikl. 

1063.  Old  Calabar . . 

..  id. 

1064.  Samoa  , , 

..  id. 

1065.  Tahiti 

..  Id. 

1066.  Chefoo 

. . 6(1. 

No.  ' Price. 


1067.  Gothenburg  . . 

2d.  , 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

Ud. 

1069.  Loanda 

IkL 

1070.  Guatemala  .. 

id. 

1071.  Zanzibar  .. 

Id. 

1072.  Charleston  . . 

24d. 

1073.  Nice  .. 

Id. 

1074.  Caracas 

Id. 

1075.  Lisbon 

2d. 

1076.  Calais 

2d. 

1077.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

51d. 

1078.  Philadelphia 

2kb 

1079.  Brindisi 

2d. 

1080.  New  York  . , 

2d. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

lid. 

1082.  Frankfort 

4d. 

1083.  Hiogo 

lid. 

1084.  Tokio. . 

lid. 

1085.  Amsterdam  . . 

Id. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

, , 

3d. 

1087.  Bangkok  ,, 

^d. 

1088.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1089.  Chienginai  . . 

Id. 

1090.  Copenhagen  . . 

^d. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

id. 

1092.  Bushire 

. , 

, , 

2d. 

1093.  Tamsui  . , 

Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

Id. 

1095.  Port  Said 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala  . . 

u. 

1097.  Chungking  . . 

• • 

9d. 

1098.  Nagasaki 

• . 

Id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

. . 

. • 

2d. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1101.  Shanghai 

• • 

2d. 

1102.  Jeddah 

kh 

1103.  Chicago 

3d. 

1104.  Erzeronm 

id. 

1105.  Loanda 

3d. 

1106.  Macao 

id. 

1107.  Canton 

Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo  . . 

, , 

lid. 

1109.  Tunis. . 

lid. 

1110.  Sofia  . . 

3d. 

1111.  Brunei 

lid. 

1112.  Athens 

2id. 

1113.  Alexandria 

, , 

2d. 

1114.  Yienna 

Id. 

1115.  Stettin  . , 

2id. 

1116.  Berne 

Id. 

1117.  Palermo 

2id. 

1118.  Tokio.. 

lid. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

3d. 

1120.  Teneriffe 

. - 

Id. 

1121.  Damascus 

Id. 

1122.  Naples 

t « 

• • 

2d. 

1123.  Hakodate 

Id. 

1124.  Montevideo  . . 

2id. 

1125.  Stockholm 

lid. 

No.  1126, 
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GERMANY. 

DANTZIG. 


Mr.  Hunt  to  the  Earl  of  lloeeheiuf. 

My  Lord,  Dantzig,  September  20,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  lioiiour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  h.erewith 
my  lieport  on  the  Trade  of  Dantzig  for  the  year  1891,  together 
with  Reports  for  the  Ports  of  Konigsberg  and  Meinel  furnished 
to  me  by  the  Vice-Consuls  at  those  places. 

The  delay  in  forwarding  these  reports  is  due  to  the  late  period 
Statistics  are  available  in  this  part  of* Germany. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  T.  C.  HUNT. 


Tioport  on  the  Trade  of  Dantzig  for  the  Year  1891. 
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GERMANY. 


Trade 

generally. 


Imports. 


Coal. 


Herrings. 


In  1891  the  retrograde  movenaent  in  the  volume  of  trade  at 
this  port  which  began  in  1888  ceased,  and  an  improvement  took 
place  both  in  the  amount  of  the  imports  and  of  the  exports  by  sea. 
This  increase  as  against  the  three  preceding  years  amounts  in 
round  numbers  to  101,000  tons  in  the  imports,  and  74,000  tons 
in  the  exports,  together  175,000  tons.  Notwithstanding  this 
increase,  trade  as  a whole,  as  also  in  its  several  branches,  was 
very  fluctuating.  Periods  of  great  activity  v/ere  succeeded  by 
stagnation,  and  the  steady  rise,  as  in  former  years,  of  one  branch 
of  trade  which  assisted  others  were  entirely  wanting;  another 
reason  why  the  year  1891  has  left  such  unpleasant  memories 
behind  it  is  that  circumstances  were  against  an  improvement  in  the 
agricultural  districts  surrounding  Dantzig. 

The  augmentation  in  the  total  of  the  imports  is  due  (1)  to  the 
increased  importation  of  English  and  Scotch  coal;  the  high 
price  of  the  land  borne,  as  also  inadequate  supply  from  the 
Silesian  coal  mines  favoured  their  British  rivals ; the  chief 
buyers  of  coal,  the  railways,  consumed  only  English  and  Scotch 
coal;  (2)  a marked  increase  took  place  in  the  importation  of  rice, 
nearly  double  the  quantity  being  imported  in  1891  than  in  1890, 
on  account  of  the  bad  crop  of  potatoes  and  bad  harvest  of  rye  in 
the  province  of  West  Prussia;  (3)  petroleum  shows  an  increased 
importation  as  against  1890,  in  which  year  the  arrivals  were 
below  the  average  of  former  years.  Lard  and  raw  iron  show  a 
decreased  importation,  due  in  the  case  of  lard  to  the  large  stocks 
on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  preceding  year,  and  in  that  of  raw  iron 
to  the  increased  duty  levied  by  Russia,  to  which  country  most  of 
it  used  to  find  its  way,  in  order  to  encourage  her  own  raw  iron 
industry. 

With  regard  to  the  principal  articles  dealt  in  here  I have  to 
offer  the  following  remarks : — 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  return  of  principal  articles  of  import 
to  Dantzig  that  the  total  import  of  coal  and  coke  in  1891  was 
roughly  100,000  tons  more  than  in  1890.  This  increase  is  in 
favour  of  Great  Britain,  the  supplies  from  the  German  coal 
fields  show  a slight  decrease  as  compared  with  the  year  1890. 
High  pi  ices  ruled  at  the  pit  mouths  of  the  Silesian  coal  mines, 
especially  in  the  spring.  The  constant  snowstorms  even  as  late 
as  the  month  of  April  prevented  the  coal  owners  from  fulfilling 
their  contracts  as  they  had  gi-eat  difficulty  in  transporting  their 
coal  to  the  railways.  These  drawbacks  obliged  the  large  con- 
sumers, including  the  railway  companies,  to  place  their  orders 
for  fuel  in  England  and  Scotland.  Prices  in  England  also 
favoured  continental  buyers  in  1891  as  compared  with  1890. 
When  the  weather  improved  the  Silesian  coal  trade  became 
very  brisk,  but  it  slackened  again  towards  November  and 
December. 

The  stock  of  herrings  which  remained  over  at  the  end  of  1890 
was  small  in  comparison  to  other  years.  It  amounted  altogether 
to  12,232  tons.  Of  these  11,119  tons  were  Scotch  cured  fish,  and 
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I, 118  tons  from  other  countries.  The  first  imported  were  1,900 
tons  from  Yarmouth,  and  800  tons  of  the  winter  catch  from 
Stornoway. 

The  prices,  which  were  very  brisk,  were  for  crown  fulls 

II.  145.  to  11.  105.;  crown  matties,  11.  II5.  to  1^.  135.,  and 
crown  mixed,  11.  IO5.  to  1/.  125.  The  Yarmouth  fish  fetched 
1/.  Is.  to  1/.  85.  for  the  full  and  11.  5s.  to  11.  7s.  for  medium  full. 

The  Stornoway  catch  were  of  poor  quality  and  were  sold  with 
difficulty  in  small  parcels  at  from  155.  to  I85.  Large  quantities 
of  fresh  herrings,  in  boxes,  were  imported  from  Sweden  and  were 
disposed  of  for  local  consumption.  Sweden  also  sent  a quantity 
of  salted  herrings  which  met  with  a ready  sale  at  from  175.  to 
1/.  2s.  per  barrel,  as  the  supply  of  Scotch  cured  fish  was  not 
equal  to  the  demand.  The  catch  (rf  matties  off  the  Hebrides  in 
May  and  .1  une  was  small  and  the  quality  was  nothing  like  that 
of  former  years.  A few  hundred  tons  reached  Dantzig  in  June 
and  were  sold  at  1/.  IO5.  to  1/.  15s.  The  catch  on  the  east  coast 
of  Scotland  in  July  began  well,  and  as  the  stocks  on  the 
Continent  were  everywhere  low  the  first  arrivals  found  a ready 
sale  at  11.  lOs.  to  1/.  Ids.  for  crown  fulls,  and  I85.  to  11.  65. 
for  crown  matties.  As  the  fishinjx  season  went  on  and  it  was 
seen  that  the  catch  would  not  amount  to  what  was  expected, 
prices  hardened,  and  in  October  crown  fulls  were  quoted 
at  21.  85.  to  21.  7s.,  crown  matties,  1/.  ISs.  to  1/.  ITs.,  and 
crown  mixed,  11.  lls.  to  H.  13s.  These  high  prices  prevented 
sales,  and  much  of  the  fish  remnined  unsold  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  Canadian  cured  fish  are  unknown  in  this  part  of  the  othci- emed 
world.  Dried  cod  fish  from  Iceland  is  imported  in  small 
quantities  for  the  use  of  the  shipping  ; hut  mackerel  and  other 
salt  fish  as  exported  from  North  American  ports  do  not  seem  to 
find  their  way  to  Dantzig. 

An  unusually  large  business  was  done  here  in  rice.  The  Kice. 
importation  was  nearly  double  that  of  the  three  previous  years. 

The  lower  qualities  were  especially  in  demand  for  the  country 
districts  owing  to  the  bad  potato  crop.  Only  some  87  tons  came 
direct  from  England.  The  larger  portion  reached  this  in  transit 
from  Bremen  and  other  German  ports. 

The  increased  importation  of  petroleum  was  not  remunerative  Petroleum, 
to  the  trade,  prices  falling  on  account  of  the  establishment  of  a 
company  whicli  receives  the  oil  by  tank  steamers  from  the 
IJnitel  States,  stores  it  in  its  own  taidvs,  of  which  there  are  three, 
each  of  a capacity  of  550,000  gallons,  and  is  then  able  to  undersell 
the  importers  of  petroleum  in  barrels. 

558  tons  of  lard  were  imported  from  England,  against  Lard. 

031  tons  in  1800  and  620  tons  in  1880.  Prices  ruled  low, 
and  when,  raised  several  times  during  the  year,  found  no 
buyers. 

0,135  tons  of  salt  were  received  from  Great  Britain  in  1801, 
as  against  10,720  tons  in  18110  and  8,825  tons  in  1889.  No  salt 
hr.s  been  imported  from  Portugal  since  1887.  Nearly  the  whole 
(1412) 


4 


GERMANY. 


Raw  iron. 


Chemicals. 

Resin 


Tallow. 


Exports. 


Corn  and 
grain. 


was  disposed  of  for  consumption  in  the  two  provinces  of  East 
Prussia  and  West  Prussia.  Inowrazlaw  salt  now  competes  with 
the  English  all  along  the  Russian  frontier. 

Of  the  8,330  tons  of  iron  imported  in  1891,  7,351  tons  came 
from  Great  Britain.  Most  of  it  found  its  way  to  Poland. 

34,378  tons  of  chemicals  were  imported  in  1891,  7,351  tons 
came  from  Great  Britain.  Poland  takes  most  of  it. 

The  greater  part  of  the  resin  imported  was  in  transit  for 
Poland.  In  1889  1,108  tons  came  from  English  ports,  but  none 
either  in  1891  or  1890.  The  supply  is  nearly  all  now  from 
America. 

In  1891,  574  tons  of  tallow  were  imported  from  England,  as 
against  1,248  tons  in  1890,  and  637  tons  in  1889,  It  is  nearly 
all  Australian,  and  is  sent  to  Dantzig  for  transmission  to 
Poland. 

The  exports  from  the  port  of  Dantzig  during  the  year  1891 
were  599,156  tons,  valued  at  5,475,250/.,  as  against  525,200  tons, 
valued  at  d, 642,300/.,  in  1890.  The  articles  which  show  an 
increased  export  are  sugar,  molasses,  oilcake,  rape  seed  oil,  corn, 
and  wood.  Sugar  is  rapidly  taking  the  place  of  corn  as  the 
leading  staple  of  Dantzig. 

The  corn  trade,  which  formerly  made  the  fortunes  of  the 
merchants  of  Dantzig,  becomes  more  unsatisfactory  every  year, 
and  the  margin  of  profit  now  is  so  narrow  that  it  is  as  much  as 
the  shippers  can  do  to  earn  a living  by  it.  Of  the  total  arrivals 
at  this  port  43  per  cent.,  roughly  100,000  tons,  was  shipped  to 
foreign  ports.  The  remainder  was  disposed  of  locally.  The 
quality  of  the  corn  did  not  give  satisfaction,  and  much  of  it  was 
inferior.  As  the  year  went  on  the  supplies  from  Poland  ceased, 
and  the  stocks  having  been  allowed  to  run  low,  some  900  tons  of 
wheat,  and  1,800  tons  of  rye  were  imported  from  St.  Petersburg 
to  supply  the  home  demand.  On  August  11  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment published  an  order  prohibiting  from  the  27th  of  the  same 
month  the  export  of  rye,  rye  meal,  and  bran  on  account  of  the 
famine  in  Russia.  This  order  almost  created  a panic  on  the 
Dantzig  Corn  Exchange,  and  prices  rose  at  once,  but  were  not 
maintained  long.  On  November  21  the  Russian  Government 
issued  a further  order  prohibiting  w^heat,  barley,  and  oats  from 
leaving  the  country.  These  restrictions,  on  the  part  of  the 
Russian  authoritie®,  caused  great  loss  to  the  mercantile  com- 
munity, as  in  many  cases  they  had  already  paid  the  dealers  in 
Russia  for  the  corn,  and  were  unable  to  obtain  either  the  delivery 
of  it  or  the  return  of  the  money. 

Wheat  takes  the  lead  in  the  amount  of  the  different  kinds  of 
corn  exported  from  Dantzig,  being  nearly  half  the  total.  The 
export  of  wheat  in  1890  was  the  smallest  recorded  for  30  years, 
and  in  1891  it  was  1,400  tons  less  than  the  preceding  year.  The 
export  of  Great  Britain  in  1891  was  unusually  small,  only  17,000 
tons,  or  5,500  tons  less  than  in  1890.  The  export  to  Scandinavia 
was  about  the  same  as  in  the  last  four  years,  namely,  23,000  tons. 
The  shipments  to  Dutch  and  Belgian  ports  show  an  increase  on 
those  of  the  preceding  year. 
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The  supply  of  1890  rye  available  for  shipment  in  1891  was 
almost  double  that  of  1889.  What  v>a3  not  consumed  in  the 
province  was  shipped  to  Scandinavia. 

The  barley  harvest  was  a small  one,  only  15^000  tons,  of  which 
half  was  disposed  of  for  local  consumption  and  the  remainder  was 
shipped  principally  to  other  ports  of  Germany.  The  shipments 
to  Great  Britain  were  very  inconsiderable  in  comparison  with 
former  years. 

Pulse  and  maize  were  not  prohibited  from  crossing  the 
Kussian  frontier ; consequently  more  came  to  this  port  than  in  any 
other  year  since  1888.  In  all  22,000  tons  were  dealt  with — 

10.000  tons  more  than  in  1890.  Most  of  it  is  shipped  to  Belgium 
and  Holland. 

Oil  seeds  in  1891  show  a decrease  in  the  suppl}^  of  4,000  tons, 
as  against  1890,  the  actual  figures  being  26,000  tons,  as  against 

30.000  tons;  10,000  tons  Vv’erc  shipped  to  Belgium,  Holland,  and 
Western  Germany. 

Stocks  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  : — 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

1888. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Wheat  . . 

16,676 

13,326 

15,488 

37,349 

Eye  

9,948 

2,076 

2,183 

9,520 

Barley  . . . . . . ! 

1,358 

2,367 

1,386 

7,141 

Oats 

, 197 

95 

22 

105 

Pulse  . . 

1 1,305 

1,902 

933 

1,614 

Oilseeds 

I 968 

1,360 

495 

861 

Total 

j 30,442 

1 21,126 

20,507 

56,298 

In  consequence  of  the  bad  potato  crop  in  1890,  the  price  of  Spirit 
spirits  which  had  begun  to  rise  towards  the  end  of  that  year  con- 
tinued to  do  so  in  the  first  months  of  1891.  The  export  in  1890 
showed  an  increase  over  that  of  1889,  especially  to  Spain,  but  at 
the  beorinning  of  1891  it  almost  ceased  on  account  of  the  high 
prices  asked.  The  new  tax  on  corn  brandy  has  dealt  a heavy 
blow  to  the  spirit  trade,  and  has  lessened  the  consumption  con- 
siderably. In  1891  sj)eculation  was  very  rife  in  the  trade,  and 
a great  loss  occurred  to  those  who  were  unable  to  hold  their 
stocks. 
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Shipments  of  Spirits  from  Dantzig. 


Country. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

1888. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Spain  . . 

1,882 

6,258 

3,996 

4,326 

France  . . 

, . 

192 

16 

, . 

Belgium 

169 

157 

587 

404 

Holland. . 

954 

1,192 

372 

407 

Gr  at  Britain  . . 

13 

361 

1 272 

405 

Sweden  . . 

1,487 

421 

j 173 

Denmark 

718 

722 

950 

864 

German  ports  . . 

9,603 

6,935 

6,922 

11,475 

Total 

14,826 

16,238 

13,288 

17,381 

SugRr.  quiet  tone  which  prevailed  in  the  beetroot  sugar  mar  kc 

in  November  and  December,  1890,  continued  into  the  beginning 
of  1891.  The  severe  frost  in  January  froze  up  the  Sound,  and 
ships  were  unable  to  force  their  way  through  the  ice.  In  February 
the  tone  became  firmer,  and  a brisk  business  set  in  with  rising 
prices ; the  United  States,  England,  and  Holland  buying  freely. 
In  April  the  shippers  raised  their  prices,  as  their  stocks  were 
running  low.  This  stopped  the  shipments,  and  it  was  not  until 
July  that  business  was  resumed  on  its  becoming  known  that  the 
stocks  in  Germany  were  larger  than  \vas  supposed.  Idiis  brought 
the  |)rices  down  again. 

Ill  the  district  of  which  Dantzig  is  the  port  of  shipment 
there  are  38  beetroot  sugar  mills  in  operation ; 19  of  these  are  in 
West  Prussia,  3 in  East  Prusria,  and  16  in  the  province  of  Posen. 
To  supply  these  mills  with  the  raw  material  95,127  acres  of  land 
were  in  1891  planted  with  the  sugar  beet,  as  against  92,571 
acres  in  1890.  The  total  output  of  these  sugar  mills  was 
1,120,488  tons. 

The  trade  in  wood  opened  badly  in  1891.  Dantzig’s  best 
market,  England,  was  overstocked,  and  the  excessive  speculative 
business  in  timber  the  year  before  made  current  business  very 
difficult,  particularly  as  large  stocks  in  England  were  sold  by 
auction,  the  holders  of  them  being  unable  to  meet  their  engage- 
ments. Towards  the  end  of  the  year  matters  improved,  and  a 
more  healthy  tone  set  in. 

Amber.  The  market  in  this  speciality  of  Prussia  has  not  altered  since 

last  year.  The  Dantzig  dealers  are  unable  to  compete  with  the 
Kdnigsberg  firm,  who  hold  the  mining  concession  from  the 
German  Government.  Dredging  for  amber  has  had  to  be  given 
up,  as  the  expenses  exceeded  the  returns.  When  manufactured 
into  beads  and  ornaments  amber  finds  a ready  sale  in  the  east,  and 
also  in  some  parts  of  Africa.  The  sales  at  the  Leipzig  fair  were 
unimportant,  and  many  descriptions  were  neglected.  Amber 
ornaments  are  no  longer  as  fashionable  as  they  were,  owing  to  so 
much  imitation  amber  being  palmed  off  as  real. 

Ship  building.  The  Dantzig  shipbuilding  yards  found  enough  employment  in 
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1891.  Mr.  Schichau’s  extensive  new  yard,  a brancli  of  his  Elbing 
works,  started  work,  and  gave  employment  to  a number  of  hands. 
The  greater  depth  of  water  at  Dantzig  as  compared  with  Elbing 
allows  of  larger  men-of-war  being  built  here.  The  Elbing  works 
make  a speciality  of  torpedo-boat  building. 

The  subj'»ined  comparative  table,  published  by  tiie  principal 
Dantzig  neAVspnper,  on  the  authority  of  the  Bureau  Veritas  in 
Paris,  giving  the  number  of  merchant  vessels  and  their  tonnage 
belonging  to  different  nations,  may  be  of  interest,  showing,  as  it 
does,  the  paramount  position  held  by  Great  Britain.  Only  sea- 
going vessels  are  enumerated.  Of  these  33,876,  of  10,510,051 
tons,  were  sailing  ships,  and  9,638,  of  12,825,709  tons,  were 
steamers.  This  gives  an  average  size  of  311  tons  for  the  sailing 
vessels,  and  1,331  tons  for  the  steamships;  55  per  cent,  of  the 
total  number  of  steamships,  and  63  per  cent,  of  the  total  tonnage, 
is  under  the  British  flag. 


List  of  Steamships  of  all  Nations. 


Country. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

Great  Britain 

5,312 

8,043,872 

Germany. . 

689 

930,754 

France  .. 

471 

81)5,983 

United  States  .. 

. . 1 

419 

533,333 

Spain 

350 

423,627 

Sweden  and  Norway 

774 

417,065 

Italy 

200 

294,705 

Holland.. 

164 

220,014 

Ku§sia 

230 

177,753 

Denmark. . 

• • 1 

197 

154,497 

Austria  .. 

1 111 

14‘S447 

J apan 

••1 

147 

123,279 

Belgium  . . 

1 

55 

98,046 

Brazil  .. 

129 

75,970 

Greece  ,, 

1 

6S 

70,435 

Portugal . . 

41 

49,363 

The  harbour  of  refuge  for  fishing  craft  at  Ilela,  in  the  Bay  of 
Dantzig,  some  22  miles  to  the  north  of  this  port,  towards  the 
construction  of  whicli  the  Provincial  Council  has  voted  a sum  of 
9,000/.,  has  been  begun,  and  it  will  take  two  summers  to  build, 
it  being  found  impossible  to  carry  on  the  Avork  during  the  Avinter 
months.  The  harbour  Avill  have  an  area,  of  10  acres,  and  a deptli 
of  10  feet.  It  will  be  a great  boon  to  the  fishermen  of  the  Bay 
of  Dantzig,  who  noAv  during  strong  AA^esterly  Avinds  are  unable  to 
land  at  Hela,  owing  to  the  heavy  sea  running.  The  Avest  mole  of 
the  harbour  is  to  be  363  yards  long,  and  the  east  mole  142  yards 
long.  At  present  100  men  arc  employed  on  the  Avorks. 

The  long-discussed  project  for  diverting  the  principal  outlet  of 
tke  Kiver  Vistula  has  at  last  taken  a definite  shape,  and  on 
August  5,  1891,  the  first  sod  of  the  new  channel  Avas  cut  at 
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Siedlersflihre,  and  the  work  has  continued  ever  since.  The 
intention  is  to  make  a nearly  straight  channel  for  the  river  to  the 
sea,  a dam  being  thrown  across  the  old  river  bed,  which  will, 
however,  be  connected  with  the  new  cutlet  by  means  of  a lock  at 
Einlage.  The  contention  is  that  by  this  means  the  volume  of 
water  in  the  Vistula  will  be  kejDt  under  better  control,  and  the 
disastrous  inundations  which  have  occurred  periodically  be  pre-' 
vented.  This  new  mouth  of  the  Vistula  will  be  270  yards  wide 
at  the  point  where  it  commences,  namely,  at  Siedlersfahre, 
increasing  in  breadth  gradually  to  440  yards  at  Schiewenhorst, 
the  place  at  which  it  joins  the  Baltic.  • The  total  length  of  the 
new  channel  will  be  about  4 miles  615  j ards,  with  a minimum 
depth  of  10  feet  at  Siedlersfahre,  and  16  feet  at  Schiewenhorst. 
The  earth  excavated  to  form  the  new  channel  is  utilised  to  make 
up  the  protecting  banks  on  each  side  to  a height  of  25  feet.  The 
contractors  for  carrying  out  this  important  Improvement,  for  which 
they  are  to  receive  22,000,000  marks  (about  1,100,000/.),  are  a 
German  firm.  Curious  to  say,  they  employ  Italians  to  do  the 
rough  stone  work  in  preference  to  their  own  countrymen,  who  are 
indifferent  stone  masons  although  good  bricklayers. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Pant?;ig  during 
the  'i^ears  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Coffee  . . 

2,647 

231,650 

2,662 

247,600 

Rice 

9,015 

87,450 

4,548 

44,120 

8pice  . . 

575 

28,550 

689 

35,450 

Fruit  . . 

2,000 

53,400 

1,938 

48,375 

Lard 

2,764 

105,000 

4,127 

119,710 

Wine 

2,051 

90,250 

2,267 

96,400 

Herrings 

19,614 

189,550 

18,505 

142,350 

Salt 

9,878 

9,375 

10,890 

10,890 

Petroleum 

14,755 

89,250 

10,813 

72,990 

PavA  iron 

8,385  • 

23,750 

11,788 

35,365 

Chemicals 

34,377 

345,150 

33,367 

300,000 

Resin  . . 

2,021 

20,300 

2,212  1 

19,185 

Cement . . 

5,366 

11,250 

4,856 

10,146 

Stone  . . 

20,071 

36,950 

24,298  J 

45,075 

Earthenware  . . 

9,173 

13,050 

9,134 

12,885 

Coal  and  coke  . . 

302,419 

216,600 

197,728  1 

146,730 

Other  articles  . , 

74,683 

1,559,975 

74,909 

1,752,730 

Total  ... 

516,144 

3,111,500 

414,731  1 

1 

3,139,900 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Dantzig  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

j 

A^alue. 

Quantity. 

1 Value. 

Tons. 

1 ^ 

Tons. 

£ 

Wheat  . . 

49,977 

479,800 

51,385 

516,400 

Eye 

3,555 

1 115,900 

8,356 

71,850 

Barley  . . 

• « 

8,874 

68.800 

13,292 

109,000 

Oats 

• 

945 

; 5,800 

1 670 

; 4,955 

Pulse 

« • 

15,594 

142,200 

3,078 

I 2J,625 

Oil  seeds 

9,910 

! 125,850 

9,352 

i 93,000 

Flour  and  bran, . 

48,649 

212,400 

60,161 

417,910 

Spruce  .. 

557  ! 

13,100 

514 

1 11,000 

Sugar  . . 

136,000 

1,882,750 

89,596 

1,461,950 

Molasses 

• • 

23,553 

62,400 

9,512 

1 29,010 

Spirits  . , 

* * ! 

14,951 

401,650 

16,300 

' 304,250 

Wood.  .. 

••  1 

239,519 

1,085,350 

236,372 

1,082,050 

Papeseed  oil 

9,242 

277,250 

4,600 

185,885 

Oilcake . . 

11,000 

66,000 

6,940 

39,410 

Other  articles  . . 

16,830 

505,950 

15,072 

296,005 

Total  . . 

•• 

599,156 

5,475,200 

1 

525,200 

4,647,300 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Dantzig:  in  the  Year 

1891. 

• Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1 Number  of 
' Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

27 

3,132 

220 

166,052  j 

247 

169,184 

German  

299 

78,881 

1 648 

246,733  1 

1,047 

325,614 

Danish  

135 

10,030 

119 

51,354  , 

254 

61,384 

Swedish  

22 

2,508 

132 

32,030  1 

154 

34,538 

Norwegian ^ 

1 21 

10,081  ! 

48 

14,7€2 

69 

24,846 

Dutch  

i 18 

1,831  ' 

37 

19,728 

55 

21,559 

Russian  

8 

2,273 

“ 

634 

10 

2,907 

Total  1 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

i 

C30 

108,739 

1,206 

531,293 

1,836 

640,032 

755 

11G,C85 

1,132  1 

460,414 

1,887 

577,099 

Cleared. 


1 

Sailing. 

j Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
, Vessels. 

Tons. 

1 Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 Tons. 

Number  of 
j Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

' 27 

3,132 

* 221 

166,525 

248 

169,657 

German  

399 

74,901 

643 

244,873 

1,042 

319,774 

Danish  

; 134 

9,675 

119 

51,332 

253 

61,007 

Swedish  

' 22 

2,618 

; 130 

31,412 

152 

30,901 

Norwegian 

21 

10,081 

i 48 

14,762 

69 

24,846 

Dutch  1 

20 

2,074 

37 

19,728 

57 

21,802 

Russian  

8 

2,367 

2 

634 

10 

3,001 

Total 

,,  for  the  year  , 

631 

104,851 

' 1,200 

529,266 

1,831 

634,117 

preceding  ...j 

746 

115,000 

1,132 

457,783 

1,878 

572,739 
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GERMANY. 


Trade 

generally. 


Imports. 


Herrings. 


Konigsberg. 

jNfr.  Vice-Consul  Hay  reports  as  follows : — 

Konigsberg  is  by  its  situation  very  much  dependent  on  the 
Knssian  harvest  and  arrivals,  and  has  considerably  suffered  in  the 
year  under  notice  by  the  sudden  Russian  prohibition  of  the 
export  of  the  different  kinds  of  grain,  caused  by  the  result  of  a 
bad  harvest,  wliich  did  not  suffice  even  for  the  home  use  in 
Russia. 

Although  the  arrivals  from  Russia  were  more  considerable 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  the  result  of  the  grain  trade,  which  is 
the  principal  one  at  this  place,  was  very  disastrous  in  every 
respect.  Trade  for  the  other  articles  as  regards  import  as  well  as 
export  was  satisfactory,  but,  taking  it  altogether,  the  year  1891 
must  be  considered  as  unsatisfactory  for  the  Konigsberg  mercantile 
community. 

In  round  numbers  the  imports  of  1891  exceed  those  of  1890 
by  119,843  tons  in  quantity,  and  1,425,000/.  in  value.  The 
articles  which  show  an  increase  are  coals,  salt,  pig-iron,  stone  and 
building  materials,  whereas  tea,  herrings,  wine,  and  lard  show  a 
decrease. 

With  regard  to  certain  articles  in  which  fluctuations  took  place 
I have  to  efier  the  following  remarks : — 

Barrels. 

Stock  of  herrings  on  January,  1891  ..  ..  ..  48,548 

Import  .,  ..  .,  .,  ..  ..  ..  248,488 

Total  . . . . * 297,036 

Stock  on  hand  Decemher  31,  1891  74,660 

Sales  in  1891  222,376 


The  prices  were,  for  crown  fulls,  1/.  10s.  to  21.  5s.;  crowm 
matties,  1/.  5s.  to  1/.  12s.;  crown  mixed,  1/.  3s.  to  1/.  9,9.  The 
stock  of  Scotch  herrings  from  1890  were  all  sold  by  March, 
notwithstanding  the  competition  of  the  cheaper  Swedish  herrings. 
Business  in  Norwegian  herrings  was  smaller  last  year  than  before, 
the  sale  only  amounting  to  60,540  barrels,  against  100,664 
barrels  in  1890,  and  114,387  barrels  in  1889.  The  catch  of 
Scotch  herrings  began  at  the  end  of  June  with  very  favourable 
results  in  the  Shetland  and  Orkney  Islands.  The  catch  off  the 
east  coast  of  Scotland  promised  at  6rst  good  results,  but  was 
very  soon  interfered  with  by  stoi  iny  weather,  and  was  therefore 
not  successful.  Prices  consequently  rose  from  August,  and  were 
lower  only  in  October,  when  supplies  got  somewhat  larger. 
134,647  barrels  of  Scotch  herrings  were  imported  in  1391,  against 
167,960  barrels  in  1890.  Norway  and  Sweden  supplied  113,541 
barrels  in  1891,  and  111,075  barrels  in  1890.  Holland  supplied 
3Q0  barrels  in  1891,  against  983  barrels  in  1890. 


dantzig. 
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The  imports  amounted  to  5,700  tons  in  all,  of  which  about  Salt. 

294  tons  came  from  the  interior  of  Germany,  300  tons  from 
Portugal,  and  all  the  remainder  from  Great  Britain. 

The  price  for  common  white  salt  was  10s,  (Sd.  })er  ton,  f o.b., 
and  18s.  per  ton  at  Kdnigsberg.  Tlie  stock  of  salt  at  the  end  of 
]891  was  1,230  tons. 

Of  the  4,089  tons  of  pig-iron  in  1891,  3,557  tons  came  from  Pig  iron. 
Great  Britain,  against  2,409  tons  in  1890.  The  export  of  ])ig- 
iron  to  Russia  amounted  to  385  tons  ; the  remainder  was  worked 
here  in  the  ironworks. 

The  consumption  of  chemicals  for  bleaching,  dyeing,  soap  Chemicals, 
boiling,  &c.,  was  nearly  all  supplied  by  German  manufactories, 
as  the  German  duty  prevents  the  import  of  the  cheaper  English 
chemicnls. 

2,692  tons  of  tallow  were  imported  in  1891,  prices  being,  for  Tallow. 
Buenos  Ayres  tallow,  1/.  85.  per  cwt. ; fine  sheep  tallow,  1/.  96-. 

])er  cwt.;  and  best  tallo\v,  for  house  use,  1/.  9^;.  to  1/.  10s. 
per  cwt. 

The  import  of  these  articles  amounted  to  193,660  tons,  of  C)alsand 
which  176,846  tons  arrived  by  sea,  and  16,814  tons  by  rail  from 
Silesia.  In  the  preceding  year  the  arrivals  were  164,414  tons, 
of  which  143,488  tons  arrived  by  sen,  and  20,926  tons  by  rail. 

With  tlie  exception  of  7,500  tons  of  AYestphalian  coke,  which 
arrived  by  ship  from  German  ])ort3  in  the  North  Sea,  all  the 
remainder  arrived  by  ship  from  British  ports. 

In  the  s|)ring  prices  for  Englisli  and  Scotch  coals  were  much 
lower  than  for  Silesian  coals,  which,  owing  to  the  strong  demand 
ill  the  preceding  winter,  were  3 pf.  to  5 ])f.  per  cwt.  higher  than 
in  the  year  1890.  Therefo^-c,  only  small  contracts  ivere  made 
with  the  Silesian  mines,  and  consequently  English  coals  were  more 
in  demand.  The  mild  winter  was  the  reason  why  l)usiness  in  tliis 
article  was  very  slack,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  still  a 
considerable  stock  of  coals.  Tlie  return  in  English  coals  would 
be  much  larger  if  the  German  Government  did  not  favour 
Silesian  coal  by  cheaper  lail  rates,  on  account  of  which 
.merchants  at  this  port  cannot  successfully  take  i)art  in  the  com- 
petition for  delivery  in  the  i)rovince. 

Prices  of  sale  per  ton  at  Kdnigsberg  were  : — 

8.  d.  S.  (f. 

Scotch  steam  coals  ..  ..  ..  ..  15  6 to  16  0 

English  „ ..  ..  ..  ..  16  6 17  0 

Steam  small  ..  ..  ..  10  0 11  0 

Prices  for  Silesian  coals,  free  waggon,  Kdnigsberg,  IS^.  to 
18s.  Od.  in  summer  and  19s.  to  19s.  6cZ.  in  winter. 
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! 

j Quantity. 

1891. 

1890. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Stock  of  tea  on  January  1 , . 

286 

291 

Imported. . 

1,350 

2,435 

Total  .. 

1,636 

2,726 

Stock,  December  81 

370 

1 286 

1 

Sales 

1,266 

' 2,440 

Tea. 


Exports. 


Corn  and 
grain. 


Since  the  existence  of  the  tea  trade  at  this  place  business  has 
not  been  so  unsatisfactory  as  in  the  year  1891.  Tlie  reason  for 
the  diminution  of  the  import  of  this  article  to  nearly  half  of  the 
quantity  was  the  small  demand,  owing  to  the  large  stocks  of  the 
preceding  year;  further,  the  low  exchange  of  roubles  and  the  bad 
harvest  and  its  consequences  in  Russia.  Besides  China  tea_,  which 
was  formerly  largely  imported  via  Kdnigsberg,  Avas  last  year  mostly 
forwarded  via  Odessa  or  there  consigned. 

The  bad  experience  of  the  last  year,  however,  Avhich  Russian 
tea  merchants  had  to  suffer,  lets  us  hope  that,  as  formerly,  this 
article  will  find  its  Avay  via  Konigsberg  and  so  enable  Russian 
merchants  to  cover  their  requirements  of  those  qualities  which 
they  Avant  in  course  of  the  year  at  the  London  and  Konigsberg 
markets. 

The  exports  from  the  port  of  Kdnigsberg  during  the  year  1890 
exceed  those  of  1890  by  134,000  tofts  in  quantity  and  1,890,000/. 
in  value.  The  result  of  business  Avas  not  at  all  satisfactory, 
although  the  export  of  nearly  all  the  principal  articles  shows  an 
increase  against  1890. 

The  corn  trade  never  Avas  so  uneasy  and  disappointing  as  in 
the  year  1891. 

The  Russian  prohibition  of  the  export  of  the  different  kinds 
of  grain  did  not  allow  business  to  floAV  in  its  regular  channels.  The 
arrivals  of  all  sorts  of  grain  Avere  immediately  after  the  publication 
of  the  Russian  prohibition  very  considerable,  as  Russian  merchants 
wanted  to  send  over  the  frontier  as  much  corn  as  possible  before 
the  prohibition  came  in  force.  The  supplies  of  grain  amounted  to 
409,487  tons,  in  1891  against  337,329  tons  in  1890.  By  seaAA'ere 
shipped  335,720  tons,  against  284,840  tons.  Of  these  Avere  shipped 
to  Great  Britain — 


Tons. 

Wheat 12,869 

Rye  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  671 

Bailey 2,215 

Oats  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  19,467 

Peas,  beans,  tares  ..  ..  ..  ..  10,107 

Hempseed  .,  ..  1,383 

Linseed  , , . . . . 528 


DANTZIG. 
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The  stocks  at  the  end  of  the  year  were — 


Articles. 

Quantity, 

1891. 

1890. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Wheat  . . 

20,500 

20,400 

Rye 

25,500 

4,050 

Barley  . . 

2,480 

1,880 

Oats 

, 4.050 

5,500 

Beans  and  peas  . . 

8,400 

4,640 

Linseed  . . . . 

1 3,400 

2,860 

llempseed 

2,250 

125 

Business  in  flax  was  very  unsatisfactory  owing  to  the  Riga 
competition.  Tlie  import  of  llussian  flnx  amounted  to  8,500  tons, 
of  which  4,300  tons  was  shipped  by  sea  and  3,200  tons  by  rail, 
leaving  a stock  of  about  1,000  tons. 

The  import  of  hem[)  is  estimated  at  25,000  tons,  of  which 
20,000  tons  was  shipped  l)y  sea  and  2,000  tons  by  rail.  The  stock 
at  the  end  of  tlie  year  was  3,000  tons.  The  trade  In  this  article 
was  brisk  and  satisfactory.  A fair  business  commenced  at  the 
end  of  the  year  in  hemp-codilla  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  jute 
crop  in  India.  Larger  sales  were  therefore  made  in  this 
article. 

The  trade  in  all  kinds  of  wood  was  very  brisk.  The  increased 
export  of  3,870  tons  did  not,  however,  bring  with  it  increased 
profit  on  account  of  the  small  demand.  Only  oak  sawn  timber 
was  largely  exported  to  Fiume  as  the  new  duty  thereon  com- 
menced with  January  1,  1892. 

Most  of  the  different  kinds  of  wood  were  shipped  to  Great 
Britain  and  Holland  (for  Germany).  Mining  timber  was  largely 
exported  to  England  but  business  was  only  possible  on  account  of 
the  freights  being  exceedingly  low. 

The  export  of  the  different  sorts  of  wood  is  as  follows  : — 


Great  Britain 

Tons. 

. . 33,500 

Germany 

99,150 

Belgium  and  France 

40,025 

Holland 

, , 

48,025 

Denmark 

Trade  in  this  article  has  been  less  lively  than  it  has  been  in 
former  years ; this  is  chiefly  caused  by  the  smaller  demand  in 
Russia  owing  to  the  bad  times  prevailing  there ; the  export  to 
Austria  was  also  smaller  than  in  the  last  year,  whilst  to  France, 
Turkey,  North  America,  China,  and  Corea  it  was  about  the  same 
as  in  former  years.  To  facilitate  business  in  England,  Messrs. 
Stantien  and  Becker  here  have  opened  a branch  office  in  London. 


Flax,  hemp- 
codilla. 


Wood. 


Amber. 
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GERMAN  r. 


Shipping. 


Konigsbcrg 
ice  canal. 


The  output  ;it  the  mliiei  at  Paliiiiiicheu  was  215  tons,  against 
1 ho  tons  in  ] 890. 

The  Kussian  prohibition  of  grain  has  done  much  damage  to 
the  freight  market  here.  Soon  after  the  ])ublication  of  tliis 
prohibition  there  was,  of  course,  much  demand  for  tonnage,  and, 
consequently,  freights  rose  for  some  time.  Tonnage,  liowevcr, 
being  offered  later  on  largely,  and  arrivals  from  llussia  becom- 
ing more  scarce,  freights  reached  at  last  a point  at  wliicli 
shippers  could  not  make  any  profit.  A great  many  steamers 
were  consequently  laid  up.  The  Frisclie  llaff,  whicii  is  the 
natural  channel  between  Kbnigsberg  and  tlie  seaport  Pillau,  was 
navigable  for  steamers  during  the  whole  year  from  March  l5. 

The  preparations  for  this  channel  are  almost  finished,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  tlie  work  will  be  commenced  in  1893.  This 
channel,  wliich  will  allow  steamers  of  17  feet  English  draught  to 
come  up  to  Kbnigsberg  without  being  lightened,  will  be  ready  in 
about  six  years,  and  cost  a sum  of  about  8,000,000  marks. 


He  TURN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Kbnigsberg 
during  the  ^Tears  1891-90. 


! 

Artie’es.  | 

1891. 

1890. 

j 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Tea 

2,711 

243,990 

4,726 

425,385 

Coffee  . . . . . . 

1 1,899 

170,940 

1,938 

174,474 

Rice 

i 4,844 

53,287 

2,849 

17,094 

Spices  .. 

364 

16,665 

406 

24,361 

Fruits  .. 

845 

15,213 

781 

23,726 

Tallow  . . 

2,692 

127,893 

2,022 

96,087 

Coals 

193,660 

174,294 

164,414 

14,797 

Salt 

13,914 

13,219 

5,261 

5,950 

Building  material 

17,938 

26,907 

28,892 

43,338 

Iron 

4,419 

13,257 

3,795 

11,377 

Petroleum 

10,794 

67,462 

11,231 

78,619 

Wine 

4,046 

303,510 

3,597 

269,827 

307,818 

Herrings 

37,273 

335,458 

41,880 

BANTZIG 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Exj)ort  from  Konigsberg 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 1 

I Tons. 

£ 

Wheat  . . 

134,928 

1,146,894 

120,634 

856,500 

Rye 

46,600 

368,140 

50,441 

287,513 

Bailey  .. 

19,470 

124,121 

20,592 

119,433 

Oats 

47,060 

252,947 

41,774 

219,318 

Fh;ur  . . 

38,980  i 

506,748 

15,318 

219.770 

Hemp  .. 

48,483  i 

1,236,316 

38,055 

989,430 

Flax 

32,573  i 

928,330 

28,987 

724,675 

Codilia  .. 

. . 1 

6,006 

114,118 

4,457 

73,549 

Wood  . . 

143,065 

377,393 

139,187 

364,697 

Oilcakes 

6,348 

39,993 

1 1,349 

7,825 

Sugar  . . 

9,258  1 

146,687 

1,768 

32,504 

Rags 

"I 

8,670 

56,538 

5,991 

49,432 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Konigsberg  in  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

29 

2,910 

193 

148,648 

222 

151,558 

German  

274 

19,068 

728 

237,804 

1,002 

256,872 

Danisli  

139 

13,902 

148 

98,845 

287 

112,747 

Norwegian 

26 

10,246 

82 

21,418 

26,353 

108 

31,664 

Swedish  

12 

1,060 

110 

122 

27,413 

Dutch  

25 

2,105 

33 

15,582 

58 

17,687 

Belgian  

1 

130 

10 

9,000 

784 

11 

9 130 

Russian  

11 

2,112 

3 

14 

2,896 

Italian  

2 

1,783 

2 

1,783 

Austrian  

1 

749 

1 

749 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

520 

54,065 

1 1 ,307 

558,434 

1,827 

612,499 

655 

63,429 

1,136 

482,056 

1,841 

545,485 

Cleared. 


Sailing.  | 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons.  1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

: ! 

Tons. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

28 

2,813 

193 

146,960 

1 221 

149,773 

German  

278 

21,091  1 

717 

234,568 

! 995 

255,659 

Danish  

143 

13,492 

145 

95,944 

288 

109,436 

Norwegian 

25 

8,629 

75 

20,225 

100 

28,854 

Swedish  

13 

1,223 

113 

27,040 

126 

28,263 

Dutch  

16 

1,512 

32 

15,120 

48 

16,632 

Belgian  

1 

130 

10 

9,000 

11 

9,130 

Russian  

11 

2,112 

3 

784 

14 

2,896 

Italian  

2 

1,783 

2 

1,783 

Austrian  

1 

749 

1 

749 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

518 

53,534 

1,288 

649,641 

1,806 

603,175 

preceding 

609 

58,460 

1,201 

479,630 

1,810 

538,090 

(1412)  B 
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GERMANY. 


Trade 

generally. 


Imports  and 
exports. 

Shipping. 


Wood. 


Shipment  of 
wood. 


Wood  supplies 
from  Russia. 


Fir  timber 

and 

planks. 


Memel. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Pietsch  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  general  depression  of  trade  did  not  fail  to  exercise 
its  influence  upon  the  commerce  at  this  port.  The  results 
derived  from  most  of  the  branches  of  trade  at  this  place  must 
be  considered  unsatisfactory.  Notwithstanding  the  increase  in 
the  return  of  shipping,  a decrease  in  the  value  of  the  total  return 
is  to  be  recorded. 

The  value  of  the  import  amounted  to  1,140,256/.,  of  the 
export  to  1,345,401/.,  together  2,485,657/.  In  the  year  pre- 
ceding, the  value  of  the  total  return  amounted  to  2,685,383/. 

The  total  return  of  shipping  at  this  port  was  as  follows: — 
1,084  vessels  of  315,762  tons  entered,  and  1,102  vessels  of 
319,937  tons  left  this  port.  The  total  return  shows  an  increase 
of  36,000  tons  in  comparison  with  1890. 

The  profits  yielded  by  the  wood  trade  proved  to  be 
unfavourable  to  the  dealers  here.  In  the  most  important  articles 
of  this  branch,  namely,  sawn  wood  and  fir  sleepers,  losses  are  only 
to  be  recorded.  The  stocks  in  spring  were  so  large  and  the 
demand  so  insignificant  that  prices  had  to  continually  recede. 
Oak  staves  left  some  profit  and  were  asked  for  during  the  whole 
year.  Moderate  profits  were  derived  from  fir  beams  belonging  to 
the  last  supplies ; those  of  the  old  stock  were  sold  without 
profit.  These  unfavourable  results  in  the  wood  trade  were 
caused  by  the  large  stocks  accumulated  everywhere,  not  only 
in  Russia,  but  also  in  Sweden,  Norway,  and  America,  which 
countries  all  had  produced  more  than  the  market  demanded.  In 
autumn,  business  got  better ; the  new  supplies  were  much 
smaller  than  usual,  and  in  consequence  next  year  will  show  a 
more  remunerative  business. 

The  value  of  all  the  shipments  of  wood  consisted  of  902,905/., 
against  809,860/.  in  1890.  The  shipments  took  place  in  592 
steamers  of  233,848  tons,  and  in  441  sailing  vessels  of 
61,570  tons,  togetlier  295,418  tons;  in  the  year  })receding 
251,180  tons  were  exported. 

The  total  value  of  all  the  supplies  which  arrived  here  from 
Russia  amounted  to  491,615/.,  whereas  in  1890  for  621,955/., 
and  in  1889  for  715,825/.  came  down.  Of  red  wood  and  white 
wood  round  timber  only  a little  more  than  one-third  of  the  year 
preceding  were  brought  down.  Likewise  of  sleepers  and  of  fir 
timber  one-fourth  less  came  to  this  place. 

With  reference  to  the  different  articles  of  wood  I have  to 
report  as  follows : — 

The  new  arrivals  from  Russia  consisted  of  about  20,000 
loads ; but  hereto  are  to  be  added  the  unsold  remainder  of  about 
18,000  loads  of  the  year  preceding.  The  reports  from  England 
promising  a rise  in  the  timber  trade  the  whole  quantity  was 
bought  by  the  dealers  here  at  pretty  high  rates,  and  in  spring  the 
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stock  on  hand  was  pretty  large.  At  the  quotations  in  the  foreign 
markets  a small  profit  could  be  made  from  the  supplies  of  1891, 
but  a considerable  loss  had  to  be  sustained  on  the  timber  from 
the  old  stock.  In  spring  the  following  prices  could  be  ob- 
tained ; — 


Price.* 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

• • • • • • 

2 

6 

0 

to  2 

9 

0 

. . • • t • 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

6 

timber  . . 

i 

15 

0 

1 

17 

6 



1 

15 

0 

1 

17 

6 

For  I middle 

II  „ 

building 

planks 


xiverage 

Length. 

Feet. 

25  to  27 


These  rates  did  not  undergo  any  considerable  fluctuation 
during  the  course  of  the  year. 

Of  this  article  no  fresh  supplies  either  by  water  or  by  Wainscots, 
railway  arrived  at  this  place. 

The  shipments  effected  from  here  were  of  the  old  stocks.  The 
demand  in  England  was  dull;  the  prices  paid  were  35.  9r/.  to 
45.  3c?.  per  running  foot  crown. 

Business  in  oak  staves  continued  brisk  during  the  whole  }'ear ; Oak  staves, 
prices  paid  showed  a rising  tendency.  The  arrived  parcels  found 
ready  buyers  at  this  place,  and  were  soon  disposed  of  to  foreign 
markets  at  190?.  to  197?.  IO5.  per  mille  crown,  c.i.f.,  east  coast  of 
England. 

The  new  supplies  from  Russia  amounted  to  1,240  mille 
reduced  pipes,  against  1,175  mille  in  1890.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  about  210  mille  remained  unsold  in  the  hands  of  the  Russian 
merchants. 

Heavy  losses  had  to  be  sustained  in  this  article.  In  the  Sleepers, 
expectation,  that  in  the  winter,  1890-91,  the  production  in  the 
Russian  forest  would  be  more  confined,  and  that  on  account  of 
the  high  Russian  exchange  Riga  would  not  be  able  to  make 
hard  competition,  our  dealers  insisted  upon  their  demands  of 
1?.  IO5.  to  1?.  11.9.  per  load  of  eight  pieces  usual.  At  these 
quotations,  however,  only  a small  part  of  the  large  stocks  could 
be  cleared  off.  In  summer  it  was  seen  that  the  above  mentioned 
expectations  proved  to  be  unfounded.  The  larger  supplies  from 
Russia,  connected  with  the  considerable  decline  of  the  rouble 
exchange,  exercised  a receding  tendency  upon  the  sleeper 
market.  In  autumn  1?.  8s.  6c?.,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  even 
1?.  7s.  6(i.  were  obtainable  only.  Sleepers,  measuring  6 inches 
surface  were  very  low  in  price,  viz.,  15s.  per  load.  610,000 
pieces  of  sleepers  came  down,  against  805,000  pieces  in  1890. 

3s.  to  3s.  2d,  were  paid  per  one  piece  of  usual  dimensions. 

844,137  pieces,  value  130,840?.,  were  shipped. 

A Very  lively  and  reir.unerative  business  was  made  in  this  ^ir  railroad 

sleepers. 


* All  per  load  of  60  cubic  feet  English,  f.o.b. 
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Grain. 


article.  Is.  6c?.  were  paid  per  piece,  measuriiig  6 inch  by  10 
inch,  and  2*70  metres  long.  The  new  supplies  consisted 
of  574,000  pieces,  against  308,000  in  the  year  preceding. 
Nearly  this  whole  quantity,  together  with  the  pretty  considerable 
old  stock,  were  shipped  until  the  close  of  the  year.  Of  these 
6 inch  by  10  inch  sleepers  nearly  all  are  going  to  Germany, 
whilst  the  fir  sleepers,  measuring  10  inch  by  10  inch  are  all 
shipped  to  Great  Britain. 

On  the  whole,  business  in  this  article  was  satisfactory ; 4s.  per 
piece,  6 inch  by  10  inch,  were  paid. 

For  all  sorts  of  sawn  wood  business  was  very  unfavourable; 
the  decline  in  prices  which  set  in  in  autumn,  1890,  continued, 
and  the  large  stocks  could  not  be  disposed  of.  England  did  not 
buy  much ; Sweden,  Norway,  and  Bussia  had  provided  that 
country  abundantly.  In  Germany  the  demand  was  also 
dull.  In  consequence,  some  firms  got  straitened  for  money, 
and  of  course  this  contributed  greatly  to  depress  the  prices  still 
more.  In  summer,  1891,  it  was  evident  that  the  new  supplies 
would  be  very  small,  and  scarcely  half  of  the  sawing  mills  could 
find  occupation  in  cutting  these  supplies.  Naturally,  the  sellers 
insisted  upon  higher  prices,  and  consequently  the  cheap  offers 
to  foreign  countries  ceased.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  a 
petty  rise  in  prices  took  place,  and  a considerable  quantity, 
especially  to  England,  was  shipped. 

Red  wood  planks  were  not  much  asked  for  during  spring  and 
summer,  and  prices  had  to  give  Avay.  Only  6?.  15s.  to  6?.  10s. 
per  standard  for  No.  1 middle  sort,  and  1?.  less  for  No.  2 sort, 
transitu,  could  be  obtained.  In  summer,  some  cargoes  were 
shipped  to  America  at  higher  rates.  In  autumn  the  demand  in 
England  increased,  7?.  5s.  to  71.  10s.  were  granted.  White 
wood  planks  were  likeAvise  dull.  In  the  first  half  of  the  year 
sales  were  effected  at  6?.  to  51.  17s. ; in  autumn  business  im- 
proved, and  larger  quantities  at  61.  15s.  to  71.  could  be  shipped. 
The  total  quantity  of  red  and  white  wood  planks  shipped,  con- 
sisted of  11,738  standards,  of  the  value  of  69,755?.,  against  11,702 
standards,  of  the  value  of  74,635?.,  in  the  preceding  year. 

For  red  Avood  deals  of  first  quality.  Is.  to  Is.  4c?.  per  cubic 
foot  English  were  paid;  the  inferior  sorts  fetched  7d.  to  11c?.  per 
cubic  foot  according  to  quality.  The  price  for  Avhite  wood  deals 
is  usually  some  pence  less.  In  autumn  the  demand  increased, 
and  shipments  were  effected  at  satisfactory  prices.  The  ship- 
ments of  all  sorts  of  deals  consisted  of  147,470  loads,  of  the  value 
of  284,510?.,  against  139,830  loads,  value  278,565?.,  in  1890. 

One  of  the  next  chief  articles  of  Memel  export  is  grain. 

The  return  therein  scarcely  reached  the  extension  of  last 
year,  and  the  result  did  not  satisfy.  In  spring  as  the  old  stocks 
and  the  supplies  proved  to  be  unexpectedly  small,  prices  took 
suddenly  a violent  upward  tendency.  In  autumn  the  new 
harvest  brought  a general  disappointment ; and  as  the  Russian 
Government  published  the  prohibition  of  the  grain  export,  a 
precipitation  in  proAuding  with  the  large  supplies  rushing  in  from 
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Russia  before  the  prohibition  entered  into  force,  took  place. 

These  purchases  proved  to  be  too  hasty,  because  the  abovementioned 
supplies,  especially  in  rye,  were  extraordinary  large,  and  America 
threw  overpowering  masses  of  grain  upon  the  European  market. 

The  total  export  from  Memel  amounted  to  6,937  tons,  value 
44,450/.,  in  1890.  On  the  special  articles  of  grain  I have  to 
remark  as  follows  : — 

In  1891  nothing  was  exported,  whereas  in  1890  115  tons,  of  Wheat, 
the  value  of  1,030/.,  were  shipped.  The  price  was  9/.  IO5.  to  11/. 
in  spring,  and  10/.  10s.  to  12/.  in  autumn  per  ton  of  20  cwts., 
duty  free. 

1,319  tons,  value  11,000/.,  were  exported,  against  2,349  tons.  Eye. 
of  the  value  of  16,740/.,  in  the  year  preceding.  7/.  10s.  to  9/. 
in  spring,  and  10/.  to  11/.  10s.  in  autumn  was  paid. 

Of  oats  4,075  tons,  value  25,000/.,  against  4,054  tons,  value  Oats. 
24,130/.,  in  1890  were  exported.  The  prices  were,  in  spring, 

6/.  lOs.  to  7/.  10s. ; in  autumn,  11.  10s.  to  8/. 

502  tons,  of  the  value  of  3,000/.,  were  shipped  against  387  Barley, 
tons,  value  2,210/.,  in  the  year  preceding;  6/.  5s.  to  11.  10s.  in 
spring,  and  11.  lOs.  to  8/.  in  autumn  were  paid. 

The  above  quotations  are  all  for  1 ton  of  20  cwt.,  duty  free. 

Export,  1891,  4,994  tons,  of  the  value  of  45,000/.,  against  Linseed. 
7,418  tons,  value  63,580/.  in  1890.  The  stocks  from  the  year 
before  were  small.  Business  was  dull  and  the  profit  insignificant. 

The  harvest  of  the  neighbouring  districts  gave  poor  results.  The 
competition  of  Libau,  and  the  other  Russian  Baltic  ports,  as  well 
as  the  rich  supplies  of  East  Indian  and  American  linseed  to  the 
western  markets,  rendered  the  trade  at  this  place  still  more  diffi- 
cult than  in  former  years. 

The  following  prices  were  paid  : — in  spring,  9/.  to  9/.  10s. ; in 
autumn,  9/.  10s.  to  lO/.  for  fine  quality;  in  spring,  11.  10s.  to 
8/.  10s. ; in  autumn,  8/.  to  9/.  for  middle  quality,  all  per  ton  of 
20  cwts. 

The  return  in  flax  was  brisk,  and  the  result  in  comparison  Ffax. 
with  those  of  the  two  years  preceding  satisfactory.  The  flax 
crop  in  Russia  had  yielded  good  results ; our  flax  had  grown 
very  fine,  and  could  successfully  compete  with  the  Russian  flax. 

Owing  to  the  favourable  influence  of  the  weather  considerable 
quantities  of  flax  could  be  brought  to  the  mirket  in  the  months 
of  November  and  December,  and  found  ready  buyers.  Prices 
l)aid  were  6s.  to  6s.  Id.  for  crown,  and  4s.  to  4s.  3(7.  for 
fburbrand  j)cr  15^  kilos.  The  transactions  taking  place  exceeded 
those  of  last  year  by  about  1,800  tons  (value  about  34,000/.). 

The  export  took  place  by  railway  only,  namely  : — 


Yeir. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

1891 

3,799 

73,000 

1890  

2,080 

39,150 
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In  the  year  under  report  business  in  coals  left  a moderate 
profit  only.  A long  winter  kept  the  shipping  in  the  rivers 
closed  until  April  15,  and  confined  business  to  the  return 
in  this  town  and  district,  and  to  the  export  by  railway.  The  com- 
petition of  the  Silesian  coals  was  very  remarkable  here,  which, 
owing  to  the  cheap  railroad  fares  from  Silesia,  comes  now  even  to 
the  neighbouring  town  of  Tilsit.  The  merchants  here  have 
repeatedly  addressed  petitions  to  the  Minister  for  Railroads  and 
Public  Afi’airs,  expressing  their  wish  that  the  Government  may 
apply  to  the  English  coals  exported  from  Memel  to  other 
places  in  East  Prussia  the  same  tariff  and  conditions  which  are 
allowed  to  the  Silesian  coal ; but  until  this  date  these  petitions 
have  been  with  mt  success.  In  the  month  of  May  and  June 
some  considerable  transactions  took  place.  English  forge- coals 
were  exported  into  the  province  by  railway ; the  quality  of  this 
coal  is  preferred  to  the  Silesian  coal.  Disturbances  by  strike 
movements  were  not  perceptible.  Prices  for  English  and  Scotch 
steam  coals  remained  very  firm ; only  coals  for  brick-kilns 
declined  by  50  per  cent,  nearly. 


The  selling  prices  were  as  follows  ; — 

s. 

d.  to 

s. 

d. 

For  English  Westhartly  machine  coal  . . 

..  0 

11 

1 

0 

Hull  and  Scotch  steam  coal 

..  0 

0 

11 

Sunderland  forge-coal 

..  0 

IH 

1 

0| 

Hartlepool  nut  coal . . 

..  0 

10 

0 

lU 

Newcastle  brick-kiln 

..  0 

0 

all  per  50  kilos.,  free  on  board  or  waggon  here. 

The  total  import  of  English  and  Scotch  coals  consisted  of ' 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

1891 

54,717 

43,775 

1890  

57,356 

61,500 

The  import  consisted  of : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Scotch  herrings 

Barrels. 

9,282 

£ 

13,925 

Norwegian  „ 

12,405 

13,645 

7,545 

Swedish  „ 

11,610 

Total  . . 

33,297 

35,115 

The  whole  stock  amounted  to 

9,103 

•• 

Total  . . 

42,400 

Of  these  remained  in  stock  December,  1891 

10,800 

•• 

The  whole  return  was  therefore 

31,600 

Against,  in  1890 

37,192 

•• 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  year  business  in  Norwegian 
herrings  was  satisfactory ; the  old  stock  as  well  as  the  new 
supplies  from  January  and  February  could  be  disposed  of. 
During  the  course  of  the  suinmer  no  new  supplies  arrived  here, 
only  in  the  month  of  September  the  fresh  ones  arrived. 
Fishing  in  Norwa}^  had  yielded  small  herrings  only,  whicii  could 
be  sold  at  rising  prices  until  the  month  of  November.  Business 
in  Swedish  herrings  was  lively,  but  the  supplies  were  large  and 
prices  declined.  Fishing  in  Sweden  gave  abundant  results.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  year  the  old  stocks  of  Scotch  herrings 
could  be  realised  at  firm  rates.  F'ishing  on  tlie  Scotch  coast  was 
not  abundant,  and  the  result  fell  back  by  about  200,000  barrels 
compared  with  the  year  preceding.  Prices  experienced  a con- 
siderable advance,  and  the  quotations  reached  a height  not 
known  here  for  many  years.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  demand 
slackened,  and  business  got  quite  dormant.  The  Russian  con- 
sumer being  one  of  the  chief  buyers  of  herrings  had,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  prohibition  of  the  grain  export,  to  confine  his 
expenditure  as  much  as  possible,  and  this  is  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  the  dull  demand. 

For  the  fresh  supplies  of  Scotch  herrings  the  following  prices 
were  paid : — 

£ s.  £ s. 


For  crown  brand  matties 1 13  to  1 12 

ihlen 1 11  1 10 

mixed 1 10  19 


Towards  the  close  of  the  year  these  prices  declined  by  5s.  to 
4s.  per  barrel.  The  above  prices  are  all  per  barrel  in  bond.  In 
the  year  preceding  the  prices  paid  were  about  40  per  cent,  lower 
than  the  above  quotations. 

The  return  amounted  to  4,688  tons,  against  3,948  tons  in  Salt. 
1890,  all  being  English  salt.  The  return  had  increased  by  about 
750  tons,  but  on  the  whole  business  was  not  remunerative.  Of 
English  salt  w^as  imported  5,650  tons,  of  the  value  of  5,090/., 
against  2,0J5  tons,  value  1,885/.,  in  the  year  1890. 

At  the  end  of  1890  the  stock  was  about  1,200  barrels;  in  petroleum. 
1891  5,400  barrels  of  American  petroleum  were  imported. 

Prices  ranged  between  13s.  Gt/.  to  12s.  3(/.  per  50  kilos.,  duty 
free.  Business  was  quiet  and  the  profit  small. 

The  branch  establishment  of  the  Imperial  Bank  at  this  place  Imperial 


had  the  following  return  : — t)ank. 

£ 

In  the  Lombard  business  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,331,680 

Bills  of  exchange  discounted 2,695,365 

Cheque  and  Giro  transactions 4,613,935 


Total  8,640,980 

Against,  in  1890  ..  9,408,850 


Freights  were  low,  and  shipowning  had  to  suffer  therefrom. 

Sailing  ships  did  not  find  sufficient  occupation  during  the  whole  Shipowning. 
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year  ; steamers,  however,  were  asked  for,  and  especially  chartered 
for  timber  cargoes.  In  some  cases  even  a small  Improvement  in 
freights  took  place.  Freights  ranged  between  75.  9(i.  to  9s.  per 
load  of  timber,  as  well  as  18s.  GrZ.  to  11.  4s.  per  standard  of  planks 
to  coal  ports  of  the  east  coast  of  Great  Britain.  For  shares 
8Z.  10s.  to  12Z.  per  mille,  and  for  sleepers  7s.  6cZ.  to  8s.  ^d.  per 
load  were  paid.  The  wages  for  sailors  were  about  21.  12s.  per 
month. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  23  sailing  vessels,  containing  8,811 
register  tons,  and  4 sea-going  steamers,  containing  2,492  register 
tons,  belonged  to  this  port. 

Business  in  artificial  manure  did  not  show  the  good  results  as 
in  the  preceding  year.  4,674  tons  of  sulphuric  and  nitric  acid  and 
11,613  tons  of  artificial  manure  have  been  produced,  for  the  yjro- 
duction  of  which  10,278  tons  of  different  raw  materials  have  been 
used,  against  7,546  tons  in  1890. 

The  two  iron  foundries  at  this  place  built  several  small 
steamers  and  steamship  machines;  further,  they  produced  different 
agricultural  machines  and  other  implements  for  agricultural 
purposes. 

All  harbour  works  have  been  kept  in  good  order.  Steam 
dredgers  have  been  employed  keeping  the  river,  winter-harbour, 
the  inner  part  of  the  harbour,  as  well  as  the  channel  leading 
from  the  Baltic  to  the  harbour  to  the  usual  sufficient  depth. 

The  railway  line  from  Memel  to  Bajohren,  on  which  I wrote 
in  my  report  for  1888,  had  been  completed  until  Collatin,  about 
half  of  the  way  to  Bajohren,  an{l  was  opened  and  given  over  to 
the  Public  Communication  on  June  15,  1892.  Bajohren  is  a 
Prussian  village  quite  close  to  the  Russian  frontier,  about  12 
miles  distant  from  Memel.  Expectations  are  entertained  that  a 
direct  connection  with  the  railway  lines  in  the  Russian  Empire 
will  be  a question  of  time  only. 

The  harvest  in  this  district  has  not  been  satisfactory.  Wheat 
and  rye  were  under  middle  in  quantity,  but  the  proprietors  were 
somewhat  indemnified  by  the  high  prices.  Hav  gave  good  results. 
Potatoes  were  gnod  both  in  quantity  and  quality;  but  on  account 
of  the  high  grain  prices  high  prices  had  to  be  paid. 

The  prospects  for  the  crop  in  1892  are  good  up  to  now.  All 
grain  fruits  are  expected  to  give  pretty  rich  results.  Hay  is  good 
in  quantity  and  quality.  Potatoes  have  grown  well 

The  rates  adopted  in  this  report  for  the  conversion  of  German 
money  and  weights  into  English  equivalents  are  20  marks  for  the 
11.  sterling,  and  20  cwts.  for  1 ton. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Memel  in 

the  Year  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

5 

786 

80 

58,380 

85 

59,166 

German  

00 

1 

Danish  

i 1 

1 

Dutch  

Swedish  

1 432 

61,907 

567 

194,689 

j 52  1 

I 1 

256,596 

Norwegian 

1 36 

Russian  

J 

1 

1 20  J 

1 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

437 

62,693 

647 

253,069 

1,084 

315,762 

465 

1 

66,025 

575 

213,079 

1,040 

279,104 

Cleared. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

5 ; 

786 

80 

58,380 

85 

59,166 

German  

1 ! 

1 

r 799  1 

Danish  

1 i 

I 

Dutch  

Swedish  

y 444 

61,342 

673 

199,429 

!- 

52  i 
48  1 

260,771 

Norwegian 

i 

! 

36  1 

Russian  

J 

L 20  J 

I 

Total  

449 

62,128 

653 

267,809 

1,102 

319,937 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

480 

67,214 

571 

211,502 

1,051 

278,716 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Memel  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Timber  . . 

Flax 

Linseed . . .... 

Grain  . . 

Manure  . . 

Other  articles  . . 

. Tons. 
393,000 
3,799 
4,994 
6,229 
14,907 
53,000 

£ 

902,905 

73.000 

45.000 
42,750 
81,937 

199,809 

Tons. 

334,900 

2,800 

7,418 

6,937 

13,070 

66,000 

£ 

809,860 
39,150 
63,550 
44,450  - 
75,170 
219,663 

Total 

475,929 

1,345,401 

421,125 

1,251,843 

(1412) 


c 


24 


GERMANY. 


Reterj  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Memel  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Timber  . . 

210,000 

491,615 

305,000 

649,581 

Coals 

54,717 

I 43,775 

57,356 

51,500 

Herrings 

3,500 

1 35,115 

3,300 

26,785 

Flax  . . » • 

3,120 

60,060 

2,650 

49,705 

Linseed . . 

3,000 

25,270 

6,077 

50,135 

Salt 

Linen,  woollen,  and 

5,656 

5,090 

2,238 

2,150 

cotton  ware  . . 

260 

64,575 

320 

80,825 

Colonial  produce 

3,210 

722 

76,920 

3,090 

73,020 

Rum,  wine,  spirits 

53,373 

620 

44,072 

Other  articles  . . 

50,000 

284,463 

30,000 

271,998 

Total 

334,185 

1,140,256 

410,651 

1,299,771 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  lo  Memel  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

Great  Britain  .. 
Germany 

Russia  . . 

Other  countries 

£ 

610,000 

530,000 

20,000 

185,401 

£ 

550.000 

500.000 
25,000 

176,343 

£ 

70,000 

300.000 

650.000 
120,956 

£ 

80,000 

350.000 

750.000 
119,771 

Total 

1,345,401 

1,251,813 

1,140,256 

1,299,771 
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..  Id. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres  ,, 
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..  IJd. 

1009.  Mozambique 

..  Id. 

1069.  Loanda 

• • 

..  Ud. 

1010.  Wdnchow 

..  Id. 

1070.  Guatemala 

..  Id. 

1011.  Mogador 

..  2id. 

1071.  Zanzibar 

..  Id, 

1012.  Amoy . . 

..  Id. 

1072.  Charleston 

..  2H. 

1013.  Kiukiang 

..  Id. 

1073.  Nice  .. 

..  Id. 

1014.  Stettin.. 

..  Ud. 

1074.  Caracas  .. 

..  Id. 

1015.  Boston. . 

..  Id. 

1075.  Lisbon.. 

..  2d. 

1016.  Callao  .. 

..  Id. 
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• • 

..  2d. 

1017.  Aleppo.. 

..  Id. 

1077.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

• • 

..  5id. 

1018.  Santos . . 

. . 2id. 

1078.  Philadelphia  .. 

• t 

..  2|d. 

1019.  Piraeus 

..  Id. 

1079.  Brindisi 

..  2d. 

1020.  Mogador 

..  Id. 

1080.  New  York 

..  2d. 

1021.  Adrianople 

,.  id. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

..  Ud. 

1022.  Tripoli.. 

..  Id. 

1082.  Frankfort 

..  4d. 

1023.  Jerusalem 

..  Id. 

1083.  Hiogo.,  .. 

..  l^d 

1024.  Odessa.. 

..  6d. 

1084.  Tokio  .. 

c • 

..  Ud. 

1025.  Genoa.. 

..  lid. 

1085.  Amsterdam  . . 

..  Id. 

1026.  Kiungchow 

..  Id. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

..  8d. 

1027.  Batoum 

..  iid. 

1087.  Bangkok 

..  id. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres.. 

..  Id. 

1088.  Soul  .. 

..  Ud. 

1029.  Batavia 

..  Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai 

..  Id, 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

. . id. 

1090.  Copenhagen  . . 

..  id. 

1031.  San  Jose 

..  Id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

..  id. 

1032.  Manila.. 

..  lid. 

1092.  Bashire 

..  2d. 

1033.  Marseilles 

..  Id. 

1093.  Tamsui  . . 

• • 

..  Id. 

1034.  Swatow 

. . Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

• • 

..  Id. 

1035.  Paris  .. 

..  Id. 

1095.  Port  Said  .. 

• • 

..  Id. 

1036.  Ichang.. 

..  5d. 

1096.  Guatemala 

..  id. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

..  Id. 

1097.  Chungking  . . 

..  9d. 

1038.  Foochow 

..  Id. 

1098.  Nagasaki 

..  Id. 

1039.  Brest  . . 

..  Id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

..  2d. 

1040.  Madeira 

..  id. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres. . 

..  id. 

1041.  Antwerp 

..  Hd. 

1101.  Shanghai 

,.  2d. 

1042.  Taganrog 

..  2^d. 

1102.  Jeddah 

. . Id. 

1043.  Algiers 

..  2id. 

1103.  Chicago 

• • 

..  3d. 

1044.  Hankow 

..  lid. 

1104.  Erzeroum 

t • 

..  id. 

1045.  Nantes 

..  lid. 

1105.  Loanda 

• • 

..  8d. 

1046.  Belgrade 

..  2d. 

1106.  Macao . . 

..  id. 

1047.  Fiume.. 

..  Id. 

1107.  Canton 

• • 

..  Id. 

1048.  Wuhu  .. 

..  Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo  .. 

..  Ud. 

1049.  Cagliari 

..  Id. 

1109.  Tunis  ..  ., 

• • 

..  Ud. 

1050.  Erzeroum 

..  Id. 

1110.  Sofia  .. 

• • 

..  3d. 

1051.  Syra  .. 

..  Id. 

1111.  Brunei 

..  Ud. 

1052.  Cherbourg 

..  Id. 

1112.  Athens 

..  2.id. 

1053.  Lima  .. 

..  Id. 

1113.  Alexandria  .. 

• • 

..  2d. 

1054.  Bilbao,. 

..  lid. 

1114.  Vienna 

• • 

..  Id. 

1055.  Cadiz  .. 

..  2d. 

1115.  Stettin 

• • 

..  2H. 

1056.  Corunna 

..  2id. 

1116.  Berne  . . ., 

« • 

..  Id. 

1057.  Saigon. . 

..  Id. 

1117.  Palermo  .. 

• • 

..  2id. 

1058.  Port-au- Prince 

..  Id. 

1118.  Tokio.. 

• • 

..  lid. 

1059.  Trebizond 

..  Id 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

• • 

..  3d. 

1060.  Barcelona 

..  lid. 

1120.  TenerifFe  ,. 

• • 

..  Id. 

1061.  Tainan.. 

. . Id. 

1121.  Damascus 

..  Id. 

1062.  Smyrna 

..  lid. 

1122.  Naples 

..  2d. 

1063.  Old  Calabar 

..  id. 

1123.  Hakodate 

..  Id. 

1064.  Samoa . . 

..  id. 

1124.  Montevideo  .. 

..  2M. 

1065.  Tahiti.. 

..  Id. 

1125.  Stockholm 

. ..  lid. 

1066.  Chefoo  . 

..  6d. 

1126.  Dantzig  ., 

..  2d. 
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Sh'  IT.  Bumhold  to  the  Earl  of  Bosebery. 

My  Loici,  The  Hague,  October  3,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship  a 
Report  drawn  up  by  Sir  G.  Bonham  on  Subjects  connected  with 
Agriculture  in  the  Netherlands. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  HORACE  RUMBOLD. 
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The  main  part  of  the  following  report  is  taken  from  one  Introductory 
issued  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  by  a Commission  appointed  to 
inquire  into  certain  questions  relating  to  leases  and  land  tenure 
in  the  Netherlands.  The  difficulties  arising  between  landlords 
and  tenants  and  those  with  which  the  peasant  proprietors  have  to 
contend  had  been  brought  into  prominence  by  the  Agricultural 
Commission  appointed  in  1886,  and  were  considered  to  be  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  referred  to  a special  Commission  for 
investigation. 

Although,  except  with  regard  to  some  minor  details,  the  Com- 
mission are  unable  to  make  any  special  recommendation,  the 
(1414)  A 2 
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different  customs  prevailing  and  the  various  grievances  disclosed 
which  find  their  counterpart  in  all  civilised  countries  may  not  be 
considered  as  without  interest,  with  especial  reference  • to  the 
conclusions  arrived  at,  namely,  that  few  of  the  projects  of  reform 
for  increasing  the  productiveness  of  the  soil  or  the  division  of  the 
produce  can  be  expected  to  be  of  much  practical  utility. 

In  order  to  illustrate  to  some  extent  the  condition  of  the 
agricultural  interest,  details  are  given  of  the  expenditure  on  two 
farms^ situated  respectively  in  Friesland  and  Utrecht.  Although 
the  profits  derived  from  these  farms  are  not  given,  it  would 
appear  that  the  Dutch  farmer,  in  consequence  possibly  of  the 
patriarchal  system  of  employing  the  labour  of  his  family  combined 
with  frugal  habits,  is  still  able  to  pay  a high  rent. 

As  agriculture  is  one  of  the  means  advocated  for  providing 
employment  for  the  surplus  population  of  towns,  a short  account 
taken  principally  from  interesting  reports  by  Mr.  Willink  in 
1889,  and  Mr.  Ernest  Clarke  in  1891,  is  given  of  the  Dutch 
Labour  Colonies  in  which  the  experiment  has  been  fairly  tried, 
with  results  apparently  more  satisfactory  from  a philanthropic 
point  of  view  than  that  of  remunerative  agriculture,  and  in  con- 
clusion some  statistics  are  given,  taken  from  the  latest  official 
reports  with  regard  to  the  acreage  under  various  crops  and  the 
numbers  of  proprietors  and  tenant  farmers  with  the  extent  of  their 
holdings. 

Four  principal  The  questions  in  the  solution  of  which  it  may  be  advisable  to 
Comrail  interposition  of  the  Legislature  are  discussed  in  the 

sioners’  report  of  the  Commission  under  the  following  heads  : — 

Report.  1.  Security  of  tenure. 

2.  Legislative  measures  for  encouraging  land  cultivation  by 
proprietors. 

3.  Land  nationalisation. 

4.  Improvements  with  regard  to  leases. 

Subdivisions  Articles  2 and  4 are  again  divided  and  sub-divided  as 
of  Art.  2.  follows : — 


A, — Fiscal  Measures. 

1.  Graduated  land  tax. 

2.  Lower  taxation  of  proprietors  farming  their  own  land. 

3.  Tax  on  transfer  of  property. 

B. — Modifications  of  Private  Law. 

1.  Tenant  right. 

2.  The  right  of  redemption. 

3.  The  right  acquired  by  perpetual  leases  (beklemrecht). 

4.  Hereditary  tenant  right. 

5.  The  usufruct  of  the  survivor  or  husband  or  wife. 
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C, — Increased  Facilities  for  Obtaining  Credit. 

Improvements  with  Regard  to  Leases, 

A.  The  system  of  regulating  rent  by  commissions.  Subdivision  of 

B.  Variable  rents  (bail  mobile). 

C.  Guarantees  to  the  tenant  against  loss  and  enjoyment  of 
improvements. 

Security  of  tenure  is  described  as  a condition  though  not  the 
only  one  of  profitable  farming. 

With  reference  to  this  subject  it  is  pointed  out  that  peasant 
proprietorship  is,  of  course,  the  ideal  condition  for  giving  such 
personal  interest  in  the  land  as  should  insure  the  full  develop- 
ment of  its  resources,  and  next  to  absolute  proprietorship  ranks 
the  system  of  perpetual  lease  (beklemrecht)  prevailing  in  the 
province  of  Groningen. 

In  short,  the  longer  the  term  and  the  more  secure  the  tenure  Long  lease.s 
the  greater  is  the  advantage  that  may  be  expected  to  accrue  both  advocated.  / 
to  the  land  and  the  cultivation.  Though  an  essential  condition  of 
progressive  agriculture,  security  of  tenure  should  not,  however,  be 
considered  the  only  one,  nor  should  a recourse  to  legislation  be 
considered  the  only  effectual  means  of  obtaining  it.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  agriculturist  requires  capital  for  his 
business,  and  in  an  increasing  ratio  as  the  system  becomes  more 
scientific.  The  possession  of  his  farm  alone  will  not  secure  to 
him  the  continuous  disposal  of  sufficient  capital.  Among  peasant 
proprietors  as  among  other  classes  there  must  be  many  variations 
both  in  pecuniary  resources  and  in  skill,  the  result  being  that  in 
unfavourable  times  many  are  exceedingly  encumbered  with  debt. 

There  is  then  no  longer  any  question  ot  farming  being  carried  on 
on  the  right  principles,  and  experience  shows  that  small  pro- 
prietors encumbered  with  debt  are  less  able  to  cope  with  bad 
times  than  many  tenant  farmers.  It  is  an  advantage  to  agricul-  Advantages  of 
ture  that  a capitalist  should  possess  land  and  keep  a portion  of  it  capitalists 
in  hand.  By  the  purchase  of  land  he  is  able  in  times  of^^ 
depression  to  give  agriculture  a support  which  is  not  sufficiently 
appreciated.  In  addition  to  capital,  however,  skill  is  also  needed, 
and  if  it  be  true  that  in  a developed  system  of  agriculture  skill  is 
to  be  found  to  a greater  extent  among  small  pro})rietors  than 
amongst  tenant  farmers,  it  is  equally  true  that  in  many  parts  of 
the  country  the  contrary  is  the  case  and  tenants  have  always  the 
additional  advantage  of  the  support,  initiative  and  enlightenment 
of  the  landlord. 

There  are  besides  frequent  instances  in  which  the  system  of  Cases  iu^vhich 
tenancy  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  In  the  case,  for  example,  of  ^ , 

parents  who  invest  in  landed  property  for  their  sons  when  under  ^ p j • 
age  and  wish  to  let  until  they  attain  their  majority  ; of  a guardian  • 
who  is  obliged  to  let  a farm  belonging  to  his  wards ; of  a landlord 
who  is  not  in  a position  to  cultivate  the  land  himself. 

The  conclusion  at  which  the  Commission  arrives  is  that,  how-  Conclusion, 
ever  great  may  be  the  advantage  of  land  cultivation  by  pro- 
(1414) 
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Art.  2. 


Graduated 
land  tax  not 
recommended, 
as  a limitation 
of  large 
properties  is 
Pot  considered 
advisable. 


Benefits 
conferred  by 
large  landed 
proprietors. 


Measure  for 
favouring 
proprietors 
farming  their 
own  land. 


prletors,  the  system  of  letting  land  on  lease  has  also  its  advantages, 
especially  in  a country  where  the  circumstances  vary  as  much  as 
they  do  in  different  districts,  as  has  been  shown  to  be  the  case 
from  the  enquiries  in  the  Netherlands.  They  are  nevertheless  of 
opinion  that  the  existence  of  a prosperous  class  of  peasant  pro- 
prietors must  be  considered  to  be  of  great  importance  in 
agriculture.  They  are  also  convinced  that  in  more  than  one 
province  an  abnormal  development  of  the  system  of  letting  farms 
on  lease  may  be  observed,  which  is  liable  to  lead  to  very  un- 
satisfactory results  and  actually  impedes  agricultural  progress. 

Legislative  proposals  for  encouraging  the  cultivation  of  land 
by  proprietors. 

A.  1.  In  the  second  division  of  the  subject  the  first  fiscal 
measure  discussed  is  a graduated  land  tax,  being  one  to  which 
attention  has  been  more  specially  drawn  in  the  north  of  Holland 
for  affording  support  to  peasant  proprietors.  The  measure  does 
not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Commission. 

Graduated  land  taxation,  they  say,  must  counteract  the 
formation  of  large  properties,  but  it  does  not,  or  at  all  events 
only  to  a very  limited  extent,  conduce  to  the  tenant  class  becom- 
ing peasant  proprietors. 

The  effect  of  the  limitation  of  the  great  landed  properties 
must  also  be  a diminution  of  the  land  available  to  be  let  on  lease, 
a result  which  at  all  events  in  many  districts  would  not  be  con- 
sidered a change  for  the  better.  Large  landed  proprietors  are 
not  as  a rule  the  worst  landlords,  they  are  generally  speaking 
willing  to  meet  the  views  of  their  tenants  who  usually  remain  on 
their  farms  for  some  time.  An  unfavourable  influence  is  exercised 
by  another  class  of  landlords  who,  being  themselves  unacquainted 
with  agriculture,  buy  and  farm  out  land  fsimply  as  a speculation. 
Among  such  proprietors  there  are  many  whose  properties  are  not 
large  and  v/ho  require  a certain  portion  of  the  produce  for  their 
own  use,  they  would  not  be  affected  by  a graduated  land  tax 
which,  on  the  other  hand,  would  threaten  the  existence  of  the 
great  proprietors  who  cultivate  their  own  land.  Yet  it  is  from 
the  influence  of  the  latter  that  the  greatest  advance  in  agriculture 
is  to  be  expected,  as  has  been  shown  by  experience  in  other 
countries  as  well  as  in  the  Netherlands.  It  is  they  and  not  the 
owners  of  small  holdings  who  possess  the  skill  and  capital  necessary 
for  making  experiments,  or  for  the  introduction  of  machinery  and 
improvements.  The  small  farmers  follow  when  the  risk  is 
decreased.  A graduated  land  tax  by  itself  would  not  be  a real 
means  of  attaining  the  desired  end  but  would  be  liable  to  entail 
serious  economic  results. 

A.  2.  The  lovver  taxation  of  proprietors  is  another  fiscal 
measure  to  which  attention  has  been  directed.  It  consists  in  the 
differential  taxation  of  proprietors  who  farm  their  own  land  and 
of  those  who  let  their  farms  on  lease.  Although  the  measures 
would  undoubtedly  be  more  efficacious  than  the  graduated  land 
tax  the  Commission  decides  not  to  support  it.  Differential 
taxation  has  the  disadvantage  that  it  must  be  universal  in  its 


THE  HAGCJE. 


5 


working,  whereas  it  can  only  in  exceptional  cases  be  considered 
beneficial.  It  would  be  unadvisable  that  the  Treasury  should  by  Not 
a universal  rule  place  impediments  in  the  way  of  leases,  and  considered 
frauds  might  easily  be  resorted  to  for  the  evasion  of  the  rule,  as 
for  instance  by  a landlord  representing  his  tenants  to  be  bailiffs. 

A,  3.  With  regard  to  dues  payable  on  transfer  of  property  the  The  benefitsof 
Commission  are  of  opinion  that  from  a pecuniary  point  of  view  cheap  methods 
the  system  of  land  cultivation  by  proprietors  would  be  best  pro- 

moted  by  the  abolition  or  considerable  reduction  of  transfer  conducive  to 
dues.  It  is  held  that  by  their  abolition  the  distribution  of  cultivation  of 
farming  land,  in  so  far  as  this  is  developed  in  accordance  with  proprietors 
natural  demands,  would  not  be  affected,  and  an  impediment  to  the  ^ 
cultivation  of  the  land  by  the  proprietor  would  be  removed. 

Land  owners  who  let  their  farms  would  also  be  benefited,  though  Advantages  to 
in  a less  degree,  as  transfers  are  more  frequent  amongst  the  class  landlords, 
of  proprietors  who  farm  themselves. 

A further  advantage  of  the  abolition  of  these  dues  would  be, 
that  a proprietor  on  the  transfer  of  a property  would  reap  the 
entire  benefit  of  the  improvements  he  has  made,  whereas  at 
present  he  forfeits  a large  portion  of  his  profits  to  the  Treasury. 

The  reduction  of  costs  and  formalities  in  regard  to  mortgages 
would  also  be  favourable  to  the  small  farmer  rendering  it  easier 
for  him  to  become  a proprietor. 

B.  1.  With  regard  to  this  section  the  Commission  remark  that  Modification 
security  of  possession  for  the  occupier  can  be  more  directly  P^wate 
promoted  by  a modification  of  private  right  than  by  any  fiscal  ' 
measures. 

The  most  radical  measures,  such  as  the  expropriation  of  the 
landlord  and  the  recognition  of  the  cultivator  as  the  actual  pro- 
j)rietor,  are  dismissed  as  unworthy  of  discussion. 

Another  project,  however,  which  may  be  considered  scarcely  Tenant  right, 
less  subversive,  finds  able  advocates.  It  consists  in  the  abolition  Proposed 
of  the  customary  form  of  agreement  at  present  used,  and  the 
substitution  for  it  of  an  essential  tenant-right,  holding  good  for 
an  indefinite,  or,  at  all  events,  for  a very  long  period.  The  Discoun- 
Commission  discountenance  this  reform,  as  inflicting  too  heavy  a tenanced  by 
blow  on  the  rights  of  property.  Though  the  security  of  the  Commiasion 
occupier  would,  no  doubt,  be  increased,  they  foresee  many  Various 
practical  difficulties,  such  as  how  to  prevent  the  mortgaging  of  objections 
lands  held  under  this  kind  of  tenure,  how  to  provide  against  considered, 
insufficient  capital  of  the  tenants,  and  what  means  there  would 
be  in  unfavourable  times  to  assist  a class  of  impoverished 
farmers,  who,  under  the  present  system,  rely  upon  the  sujiport 
and  enlightenment  of  the  landlord.  How  would  capital  be  induced 
to  assist  agriculture  in  a time  of  depression,  as  is  now  the  case, 
by  means  of  leases  for  a term  of  years ; and  how,  finally,  should 
the  numerous  cases  be  provided  for  in  which  inaptitude  on  the 
part  of  the  cultivator  renders  a transfer  of  the  property  to 
another  necessary. 

Another  serious  difficulty  would  be  in  fixing  the  rental.  If 
this  were  made  to  depend  on  the  yield  of  the  harvest,  that  yield 
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depends  in  no  slight  degree  on  the  farmer  himself,  or,  if  a fixed 
sum  he  agreed  on,  tlie  ])ro!lnctivcness  of  the  soil  may  so  decrease 
that  tlie  rent  would  l)eeome  a heavy  burden  and  a serious 
hindrance  to  im[»r()vem('nt,  or  it  may  in'M’case  to  such  an  extent 
tliat,  as  is  at  present  the  case  in  (Ironingen,  where  underthe  working 
of  llte  1 »w  of  ])erpetual  lease  (‘‘  beklemreclit  ”)  the  tenant  himself 
becomes  a letter  of  farms,  or,  in  cases  where  this  is  forbid  Icn  by 
law,  he  sells  his  right  and  withdraws  his  capital  from  agri- 
culture. 

Furthermore,  it  would  be  impossible  to  decide  the  amount  of 
incompetence  on  the  part  of  a tenant  which  would  so  endanger 
the  interest  of  the  landlord  as  to  justify  him  in  teiminating  the 
lease. 

B.  2.  The  right  of  redemption,  which  appears  to  be  a power 
vested  in  tlie  tenant,  enabling  Iiim  to  buy  out  the  landlord  at  a 
fixed  rate,  is  another  reform  proposed.  Thi-s,  the  Commission 
maintain,  would  be  equivalent  to  a curtailing  of  tlie  rights  of 
landowners,  and  resolves  itself  into  a [lartial  expropriation. 

It  would  not,  of  course,  be  without  compensation,  for  the 
sum  to  which  the  landlord  is  entitled  would  be  fixed  by  law, 
whether  as  a single  payment  or  a series  of  annual  payments, 
guaranteed  by  the  produce  of  the  land.  Tliis  compensation  can, 
however,  but  seldom  be  an  equivalent  for  the  loss  to  be  suffered 
by  the  proprietor.  The  tenant  has  always  the  op'tion  of  exercising 
his  right  at  his  own  time,  and  would  probably  take  no  action 
while  circumstances  are  favourable  to  the  proprietor,  but  put  his 
right  of  redemption  into  force  only  when  he  sees  his  opportunity 
of  becoming  a proprietor  at  a comparatively  small  outlay. 

Apart  from  this  infringement  of  the  rights  of  property,  the 
introduction  of  the  riglit  of  redemption  would  prove  impracticable 
for  other  reasons.  For  instance,  with  regard  to  fixing  the  com- 
pensation to  the  landlord.  If  the  sum  is  calculated  on  the 
average  of  net  recei[)ts  in  money  for  a term  of  years,  then  pro- 
prietors would  gradually  raise  their  rents,  much  to  tlie  dis- 
advantage of  a number  of  tenants  wlio  occupy  their  lioldings  at 
comparatively  low  rents. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  a sufficiently  long  term  were  not 
allowed  after  passing  the  law  for  compensation  on  this  basis,  there 
would  be  every  possibility  of  the  kind,  considerate  landlord  being 
dispossessed,  while  the  land  speculators  might  be  left  in  undis- 
turbed possession. 

Should  the  value  of  ihe  produce  form  a basis  for  the  sum  to 
be  paid  them,  the  right  of  redemption  wmuld  be  enforced  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  jirofirietors  only  when  for  some  years  the 
harvest  has  failed,  or  very  low  prices  have  been  obtained.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  in  the  interest  of  the  farmers  to  neglect  the 
cultivation  of  the  land,  as  the  motive  in  their  system  of  farming 
would  not  be  to  increase  its  fertility,  but  to  prepare  for  its  eventual 
redemption.  The  right  should  only  be  granted  to  those  farmers 
who  have  held  their  farms  for  a certain  number  of  years,  but  in 
that  case  the  proprietor,  by  a timely  revocation  of  his  lease, 
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could  make  the  right  illusory,  and  just  that  increase  of  short 
leases  and  uncertainty  would  arise  which  is,  of  all  things,  to  be 
most  avoided.  Speaking  generally,  the  granting  of  this  right 
would  give  rise  to  a state  of  opposing  interests,  leading  to  ill 
feeling  and  friction,  which  hitherto  has  been  quite  exceptional  in 
the  relations  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and  which  would  re-act 
in  a disastrous  manner  on  the  whole  system  of  agriculture. 

B.  3.  Before  entering  upon  the  proposals  of  modifications  in  Beklemrecht 
the  form  of  tenure  known  as  “ beklemrecht/’  it  may  be  found  described, 
useful  to  give  a few  details  as  to  its  nature. 

Beklemrecht  ” may  be  described  as  a simple  form  of  lease  for  a 
fixed  term  of  years,  with  the  power  of  indefinite  renewal  at  a 
fixed  yearly  rent.  It  is  at  present  almost  exclusively  confined  to  Its  origin, 
the  province  of  Groningen,  although  occasional!}"  met  with  in  the 
provinces  of  Friesland  and  Drenthe.  It  is  stated  to  have 
originated  in  the  last  years  of  the  sixteenth  century,  when  the 
lands  belonging  to  religious  houses  in  Groningen  were  first  let  on 
lease,  the  recognised  term  being  six  years,  which  was  afterwards 
expressly  or  tacitly  renevired  for  mutual  convenience,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  the  erection  of  more  substantial  buildings  by  the 
tenant,  on  payment  of  a so-called  beklempennig,”  which  appears 
to  be  a sum  down,  varying  in  amount  according  to  mutual 
agreement. 

From  this  custom  have  originated  the  fixed  continuous  leases.  Subsequent 
which  do  not  lapse  at  the  tenant’s  death,  and  descend  in  certain  development, 
fixed  lines  and  degrees.  The  more  recent  contracts  are  all  made 
in  this  sense.  The  farmer,  his  heirs  and  representatives,  have  an 
indefeasible  right  to  the  land  of  the  [)roprietor,  which  is  ex- 
ceedingly seldom  abrogated  by  agreement  or  by  any  of  the  cir- 
cumstances provided  against  in  the  form  of  lease.  The  tenant’s 
right  consists  in  the  use  of  the  land,  a right  which,  though  not 
amounting  to  the  actual  ownership,  nor  equalling  that  of  the 
hereditary  tenant,  is  still  very  extensive,  including  the  right  to 
utilise  the  land  himself  or  to  delegate  it  to  others,  as  long  as  it  is 
not  injured.  For  this  he  pays  a sum  down  (the  “ beklem- 
pennig the  year’s  rent,  and  the  fees  geschenken  ”),  and 
becomes  liable  for  all  possible  burdens  imposed  on  the  land, 
existing  or  future.  The  proprietor  receives  the  beklem- 
pennig,” the  rent  and  the  fees,  and  has  the  right  of  supervision 
to  the  extent  of  taking  care  that  his  land  is  not  allowed  to 
deteriorate,  and,  in  certain  contingencies,  the  chance  of  receiving 
back  his  land  as  freehold. 

The  “ beklemrecht  ” is  acquired  by  purchase,  by  free  gift,  or 
by  testamentary  deposition  ; the  right  can  be  mortgaged  or  other- 
wise burdened,  and  execution  can  be  levied  on  it.  The  right  is 
hereditary  in  certain  direct  or  collateral  lines,  and  any  attempt  to 
extend  the  succession  by  marriage  contract  or  by  will  is  not 
binding  on  the  landlord.  Lands  cannot  on  any  account  be  par- 
titioned, and  every  change  of  ownership  has  to  be  entered  in  a 
register  when  a fresh  agreement  is  made  with  regard  to  fees 
(“geschenken”).  Fees  are  also  payable  on  marriages.  Th« 
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usual  way  in  which  a tenancy  is  forfeited  is  non-payment  of  rent 
for  five  years,  and  failure  to  do  so  when  called  upon,  or  failure  to 
pay  the  stipulated  fees  in  case  of  transfer,  marriage,  &c.,  failure 
of  heirs  in  the  required  line,  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  farmer, 
in  case  of  transfer,  to  inscribe  the  transaction  in  a book  as 
required. 

It  is  the  legal  recognition  of  this  custom,  and  its  extension 
beyond  the  province  of  Groningen,  which  the  committee  recom- 
mend in  preference  to  any  more  revolutionary  measures. 

A legal  regulation  of  the  right  of  perpetual  lease  is  stated  to 
be  a special  necessity,  because  little  by  little  the  circumstances 
have  changed,  and  on  many  important  points  legal  uncertainty 
prevails. 

The  points  to  which  attention  should  be  more  especially 
directed  are  the  following  : — 

(1)  It  is  desirable  that  the  tenant  holding  under  this  form  of 
lease  should  have  the  privilege  of  claiming  that  leases  which  in 
some  cases  descend  only  in  one  line  should  be  changed  into 
perpetual  leases  acknowledging  the  right  of  inheritance  in  all 
lines.  It  is  these  limited  rights  which  create  so  many  difficulties. 
By  law  the  tenant  is  deprived  of  the  right  of  devising  land,  so 
that  when  he  has  no  descendants  in  the  required  line  he  remains 
with  no  alternative  but  to  sell  the  property  in  good  time,  and  his 
security  is  thus  considerably  restricted. 

Although  the  acknowledgment  of  a power  on  the  part  of  a 
tenant  to  change  the  right  acquired  by  lease  would  be  an  infringe- 
ment on  the  rights  of  the  landlord,  the  maintenance  of  the  old 
conditions  of  lease  being,  it  is  stated,  adverse  to  the  public 
interest,  the  proprietor’s  right  must  be  sacrificed,  and  the  only 
question  which  has  to  be  considered  is  the  best  means  of  securing 
him  just  compensation. 

(2)  The  recognition  of  the  right  of  the  tenant  under  this  form 
of  lease  to  demand  a partition  of  rent  for  the  several  portions  of 
land  comprised  in  his  holding  with  reference  to  their  relative 
value  would  also  be  to  the  general  advantage.  Thus,  for  instance, 
the  sale  of  land  for  building  purposes,  or  for  establishing  a manu- 
factory. The  improvement  of  land  by  levelling  the  ground  and  sell- 
ing the  earth,  which  is  at  ])resent  im})Ossil)le  without  the  consent  of 
the  landlord,  would  be  facilitated.  This  consent  is  frequently  not 
obtainable,  especially  if  the  proprietors  are  townsfolk  who  allow 
themselves  to  be  but  little  afiected  by  the  interests  of  people 
living  in  the  country.  Unrestricted  partition  of  rent,  however, 
wouldbeof  doubtful  benefit,  andit  would  appear  desirable  thatcases 
in  which  it  is  advisable  should  be  regulated  in  detail  by  law. 

(3)  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  farmer  under  the  perpetual 
lease  should  be  able  to  compound  for  payment  of  his  fees  or 
presents.  These  vary  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  and  the  obli- 
gation is  in  many  cases  uncertain.  For  this  very  reason,  however, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  lay  down  a general  rule  for  an  equitable 
arrangement.  The  only  satisfactory  measure  would  be  that  the 
sum  to  be  paid  should  be  fixed  by  an  arbitrator  in  each  individual 
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case  after  consultation  with  experts.  Another  reason  against  the 
recognition  of  the  tenant’s  right  to  compound  is  that  the  fees  have 
for  a long  time  formed  an  integral  part  of  the  lease.  They  were 
a recognition  of  the  owner’s  right.  To  give  the  tenant  the  right  to 
compound  would  be  tantamount  to  an  expropriation  of  the  pro- 
prietors. 

(4)  In  making  new  ])erpetual  leases,  hoAvever,  with  the  object  In  ne^r  leases 
of  insuring  the  use  of  the  land  to  the  cultivator  at  low  rents  it 

would  be  very  desirable  that  there  should  be  no  mention  of  fees  omitted!^  ^ 
in  the  contract.  There  is  at  the  present  time  no  longer  any 
reason  for  their  existence.  Their  influence  is  demoralising,  for 
they  are  for  the  most  part  only  a speculation  on  death  and  give 
rise  to  disputes.  Proprietors  sometimes  claim  copies  of  the  re- 
registration of  a lease  on  account  of  the  fees  thereby  entailed. 

The  necessity  for  this  is  at  least  dciibtful,  but  the  demand  is 
generally  granted  to  avoid  expensive  and  unpleasant  litigation. 

(5)  The  lowering  or  remission  of  rents  does  not  often  occur  in  Remissions  of 
perpetual  leases,  the  nature  of  the  riglit  being  that  all  risk  is 

borne  by  the  former,  who  also  enjoys  all  the  advantages  of  the 
ordinary  proprietor,  while  on  the  otiier  hand  it  is  a matter  of 
importance  that  the  rent  should  be  absolutely  secured  to  the 
proprietor.  Possibly,  however,  an  exception  should  be  made  in 
the  case  of  unusual  disasters  and  the  total  destruction  of  the  land 
held  under  lease. 

(6)  A prohibition  to  the  tenant  to  let  more  than  a certain  part  Advantages 
of  his  holding  is  considered  by  some  people  in  Groningen  to  be 
desirable,  because  in  recent  times  pieces  of  land  subject  to  this  of^tenant^^^* 
form  of  tenure  have  been  bought  by  inhabitants  of  towns  with  letting  more 
the  object  of  letting  them  on  lease,  by  which  means  all  the  than  a certain 
advantages  resulting  from  this  form  of  tenure  is  lost. 

Nevertheless,  such  a prohibition  might  act  as  too  great  a 
hindrance  to  the  cultivation  of  land,  especially  when  it  is 
necessarily  let,  as  in  the  case  of  widows  or  for  minors. 

(7)  The  proprietors  should  have  the  right  to  terminate  the  ' 
lease  of  land  held  under  the  form  of  tenure  in  cases  of  neglect  or 
diminution  of  value  caused  by  removal  of  turf,  &c.,  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  actual  value  of  the  lease  becomes  depreciated. 

Finally  it  is  considered  necessary  that  the  right  of  the  tenant  official 
should  be  better  insured  by  official  registration.  At  present  it  regiatration. 
depends  on  an  entry  in  a book  by  the  loss  or  destruction  of  which 
the  descendant  of  the  tenant  loses  his  right  to  a perpetual  lease. 

B.  4.  Hereditary  tenant  right  (“erfpachts  recht  ”)  consists  of  Hereditary 
a continuous  lease  recognised  by  law.  It  is  a form  of  tenure  tenant  right, 
which  is  co-existent  with,  and  not  a substitute  for,  an  ordinary 
lease  for  a term  of  years. 

It  is  more  especially  useful  in  cases  where  waste  lands  have  to  useful  for 
be  reclaimed,  and  it  is  important  that  the  farmer  should  be  assured  reclamation  of 
by  a very  long  lease  guaranteeing  his  right  against  third  persons  waste  lands, 
in  such  a way  that  he  can  burden  his  property  and,  if  necessary, 
sell  his  right.  Hereditary  tenant  right  thus  becomes  a means  of 
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acquiring  capital  to  the  small  farmer.  The  Commission  desire 
that  these  leases  should  be  made  binding  on  the  proprietor  even 
in  temporary  default  of  rent,  i.e.,  the  proprietor  should  only  have 
power  after  due  warning  to  terminate  a lease  when  the  sum  in 
arrear  exceeds  the  value  of  the  tenant  right,  otherwise  the  fruits 
of  his  industry  and  capital  would  not  be  sufficiently  assured  to 
the  tenant,  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  raise  money  on 
mortgages.  The  Commission  also  suggest  two  further  modifica- 
tions of  the  Civil  Code  : (1)  tliat  the  tenant  should  have  the 
right  to  dig  chalk  and  other  specified  substances  on  giving  com- 
pensation to  the  landlord ; (2)  that  a tenant  is  only  entitled  to 
compensation  on  being  deprived  of  the  enjoyment  of  his  property 
for  five  years  from  no  fault  or  carelessness  of  his  own.  These 
regulations  it  is  considered  should  be  final. 

B.  5.  Various  proposed  modifications  in  the  existing  law  of 
succession  are  discussed  in  this  section,  but  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  Commission  are  unable  to  recommend  any  of  them. 

They  are  based  upon  the  indisputable  fact  that  many  pro- 
perties are.  entirely  cut  up  by  the  succession  duties  and  inventory 
making.  In  many  cases  peasant  properties  have  to  be  sold  at 
death  in  order  to  make  the  partition  between  several  heirs 
possible.  These  forced  sales  contributing  to  bring  the  land  more 
into  the  hands  of  speculators.  Even  when  the  property  is 
adjudged  to  a single  heir  the  charges  on  it  are  so  heavy  that  his 
being  able  to  keep  it  becomes  a matter  of  uncertainty.  The  pro- 
posed remedy  is  a modified  form  of  entail  such  as  at  present  exists 
in  some  parts  of  Germany  under  the  name  of  Anerbenrecht  ” or 
i loferecht.”  The  Commission  recognises  that  it  has  some 
advantages  over  the  system  at  present  in  force  (of  equal  division 
of  the  j)roperty  amongst  the  children)  but  declines  to  recommend 
it  on  the  ground  that  it  is  at  variance  with  the  ideas  and  character 
of  the  Dutch  people. 

The  reasons  are  very  similar  to  those  which  are  usually 
adduced  by  land  reformers  who  are  opposed  to  the  law  of  entail, 
and  need  not  be  given  at  length.  They  resolve  themselves  into 
the  injiU'tice  of  favouring  one  of  the  children  at  the  expense  of  the 
others,  the  danger  of  a property  becoming  unduly  burdened, 
and  the  delerioration  which  it  effects  on  the  character  of  the  heir 
by  rendering  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  exert  himself  in  the  same 
way  as  his  brothers  and  sisters. 

B.  6.  The  Commission  does  not  approve  of  the  intervention  of 
the  Legislature  with  regard  to  the  life  interest  of  the  survivors  of 
husband  or  wife.  The  present  custom,  more  espeeially  in  the 
southern  provinces,  allows  this  right  on  the  part  of  the  survivor 
of  either  husband  or  wife,  and  any  attempt  to  evade  this  custom 
by  a division  of  the  property  before  death  is  considered  an  in- 
justice. should  the  legitimate  heirs  refuse  to  acknowledge  the 
right,  the  law  can  intervene  to  enforce  the  surrender  of  the  legal 
portion,  and  any  farther  legislation  appears,  therefore,  to  be 
pnnecessary. 
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0.  Increased  Facilities  for  obtaining  Credit. 

The  measure  recommended  by  the  Commission  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  credit  system,  and  which  tliey  much  desire  to 
see  carried  out  is  the  establishment  of  a State  mortgage  bank  by 
means  of  which  the  agriculturist  may  obtain  loans  at  low  interest. 

They  consider  the  rate  of  interest  at  present  required  by  banks 
and  private  individuals  to  be  entirely  out  of  proportion  to  the 
security  which  the  land  offers.  By  the  establishment  of  such  a 
bank  the  State  would  contemplate  no  pursuit  of  gain,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  would  run  no  risk  of  loss,  as  the  Government  can 
always  obtain  money  on  better  terms  than  any  private  individual 
and  could  therefore  afford  to  lend  on  better  terms.  Even 
supposing  some  sacrifice  were  entailed  it  would  only  be  an 
equivalent  to  a support  afforded  to  agriculture,  such  as  other 
business  undertakings  have  long  indirectly  enjoyed  through  the 
medium  of  the  taxpayer.  The  object  of  a State  bank  should  be 
to  afford  cheap  but  not  easy  credit,  and  in  times  of  transient 
prosperity  and  high  prices  it  should  exercise  a restraining  in- 
fluence and  avoid  the  abuse  of  credit  which  has  often  proved  so 
disastrous.  Moreover,  its  benefits  could  be  extended  to  a class 
of  persons  whose  capital  is  too  small,  and  who  live  in  districts  too 
remote  to  be  within  the  sphere  of  ordinary  business  operations 
with  private  banks.  For  all  these  reasons  the  Commission  con- 
sider that  a State  Mortgage  Bank  would  meet  a real  need,  be- 
coming a support  to  small  proprietors  and  a powerful  means  of 
counteracting  the  sense  of  insecurity  of  possession  which  is  the 
inevitable  result  of  injudicious  credit. 

Art.  3.  This  question,  according  to  which  private  property 
in  land  would  be  transferred  from  the  possession  of  private  owners 
to  that  of  the  State,  is  considered  by  the  Commissioners  hardly 
worthy  of  discussion,  on  the  ground  that  theories  which  involve  a 
total  revolution  of  the  conditions  on  which  society  is  based,  and  a 
project  which  finds  so  little  support,  are  beyond  the  scope  of  their 
labours.  They,  however,  expressed  the  opinion  that  agriculture 
would  not  be  benefited  by  the  suppression  of  private  ownership 
and  the  administration  of  the  land  by  State  officials. 

Improved  Systems  loith  Regard  to  Letting  I.and. 

A.  The  system  of  rent  commissions  at  present  prevailing 
in  Friesland  was  introduced,  with  the  object  of  improving  the 
relations  between  landlord  and  tenant.  In  this  district  short 
leases  prevail,  and  the  relations  between  landlord  and  tenant  are 
described  as  being  eminently  unsatisfactory  and  wanting  in 
mutual  consideration.  Improvements  are  neglected  because  the 
farmer  has  no  security  that  at  the  expiration  of  his  tenancy  he 
will  be  allowed  to  renew  his  lease,  or  because  he  fears  that  im- 
provements would  only  result  in  the  raising  of  rent  by  the  landlord. 

Leases  are  generally  made  through  the  instrumentality  of 
agents,  who  fix  the  rent  in  accordance  with  the  valuation  made 
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by  a professional  valuer,  and  so  great  is  the  compefition  that 
tenants  are  generally  to  be  found  even  at  excessive  rents.  The 
landlord,  whose  principal  object  is  to  obtain  a high  rate  of 
interest,  is  satisfied,  not  perceiving  that  it  will  be  paid  out  of 
capital,  while  the  soil  is  allowed  to  deteriorate.  The  land  agent 
wlio  can  obtain  the  higliest  rent  meanwhile  being  most  generally 
in  request  amongst  the  landlords. 

These  circumstances  tend  to  the  ruin  of  good  farmers,  many 
of  whom  descend  to  the  labouring  class,  with  the  result  of  a 
general  increase  of  poverty  and  discontent. 

Jn  the  case  of  small  properties  there  is  a custom  of  letting 
land,  which  has  been  already  exhausted  by  public  auction  for  five 
years,  and  as  the  auctioneers  obtain  certain  percentages  they  are 
not  always  sufficiently  particular  as  to  the  class  of  tenant  they 
accept. 

In  order  to  improve  this  state  of  affairs  the  Frisian  Agri- 
cultural Society  has  called  into  existence  so-called  letting  or  rent 
commissions,  composed  half  of  proprietors  and  half  of  fanners. 
The  object  of  the  commission  is  to  promote  the  interests  of 
farmers  equally  with  those  of  proprietors,  to  cause  exact  and 
detailed  registration  of  the  lands,  to  fix  a fair  rent,  and  on  the 
expiration  of  the  lease  to  draw  up  a schedule  of  improvements 
effected,  and  to  assist  the  energy  and  ability  of  the  farmer.  These 
rent  commissions  at  first  met  with  but  little  support,  but  it  is 
thought  that  they  will  gradually  win  the  confidence  of  landowners 
and  tenants,  and  thus  by  slow  degrees  accomplish  their  object. 

The  Commission,  however,  are  of  opinion  that  the  example  of 
Friesland  is  not  such  as  to  lead  them  to  recommend  an  extension 
of  the  system.  In  the  first  place  it  is  thought  that  if  their  inter- 
vention were  generally  accepted  they  would  be  overwhelmed  with 
work,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  persons  capable  of  and 
willing  to  take  upon  themselves  this  extensive  and  thankless  task. 
Furthermore,  Friesland  appears  to  be  the  only  province  in  which 
agricultural  matters  are  in  such  an  unsatisfactory  state  as  to 
require  the  intervention  of  such  an  agency.  When,  as  in  the  case 
of  Friesland,  circumstances  have  called  them  into  existence,  and 
they  evidently  satisfy  an  undoubted  want,  the  Government  can 
afford  them  assistance  in  various  ways,  such,  for  instance,  as 
allowing  them  free  use  of  the  Government  survey. 

B.  In  recent  times  mention  has  frequently  been  made  in 
amcultural  congresses  and  in  scientific  writings  of  the  idea  of 
substituting  for  fixed  rents  a sum  to  be  determined  in  accordance 
with  the  market  values  of  produce.  In  some  reports  this  modifi- 
cation of  the  usual  agreement  foiyrent  has  even  been  recom- 
mended. The  result  of  a variable  rent  would  be  that  the  risk 
would  be  more  divided,  that  the  tenant  would  be  spared  great 
fluctuations  in  his  income,  and  it  is  maintained  farming  could  be 
carried  on  in  a more  regular  and  orderly  manner.  The  system 
would  be  favourable  to  long  leases,  and  its  advocates  maintain 
that  the  State  might  give  a powerful  support  to  the  movement 
by  requiring  corporations  and  public  institutions  to  stipulate  for 
a variable  rent. 
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The  Commission  regret  that  they  cannot  support  this  view.  Commission 
They  have  unwillingly  come  to  this  conclusion,  for  if  the  idea  pr(mounce  it 
were  practicable  of  creating  an  absolutely  just  division  of  profits  impracticable, 
the  ideal  requirements  of  fairness  and  stability  would  be  to  a great 
extent  reconciled.  It  has  hitherto  been  found  impossible  to  frame 
a measure  for  determining  the  share  of  profits  rightly  belonging 
to  landlord  and  tenant,  and  the  Commission  do  not  profess  to  do 
so.  Where  the  cultivation  is  very  simple  a basis  for  forming  a 
calculation  of  their  respective  shares  can  perhaps  be  tound,  but 
in  a more  developed  state  of  agriculture  it  would  be  impossible.^ 

The  value  of  the  harvest  does  not  depend  alone  on  the  price  of 
produce  but  on  the  quantity,  nor  can  tlie  fertility  of  the  soil  be 
determined  by  one  or  two  products  but  by  the  general  result  pro- 
duced by  factors  which  may  vary  in  their  operation  not  only  in 
different  districts  but  in  different  farms  of  the  same  district. 

Though,  however,  they  regard  the  difficulties  as  insuperable  from 
a general  point  of  view,  the  Commission  admit  that  such  forms  of 
lease  might  be  possible  in  individual  cases,  and  should  they  be 
attempted  would  recommend  the  passing  of  a measure  enabling 
the  judge  of  the  district,  at  the  instance  of  one  of  the  parties,  and 
after  consultation  with  experts,  to  fix  an  average  value  of 
produce. 

C.  The  case  of  the  harvest  being  spoiled  by  unavoidable  Guarantees  to 
circumstances  is  provided  against  in  the  Statute  Book.  The 
cases  in  which  the  tenant  obtains  entire  or  partial  remission  of  ‘ ‘ 
rent  are  intrinsically  just.  The  question  remains  whether  the 
principles  of  the  law  are  carried  out.  The  inquiry  into  the 
matter  shows  that  it  is  generally  made  a condition  of  the  lease 
that  the  tenant  renounces  his  right  to  remission. 

If  these  conditions  are  abolished  the  right  of  the  tenant  would 
be  better  secured;  nevertheless,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  door 
would  be  opened  to  endless  intrigues  and  unreasonable  demands 
on  his  part.  Partial  failure  of  the  harvest  can  generally  be  ascribed 
to  unforeseen  circumstances,  but  what  agriculturist  lias  not  some 
such  circumstances  to  lament  which  cause  him  to  lose  a portion 
of  his  gains.  Drought,  rain,  frost,  hail,  lightning,  sickness,  and 
death  amongst  cattle  all  affect  him,  and  the  possibility  of  such 
misfortunes  has  always  to  be  reckoned  witli. 

Remission  of  rent  is  often  granted  by  the  landlord  even  when 
in  his  lease,  to  avoid  unreasonable  demands,  he  has  required  the 
renunciation  of  the  right  on  the  part  of  the  tenant.  That  this 
practice  should  continue  is  much  to  be  desired  with  a view  to 
good  and  friendly  relations  between  landlord  and  tenant. 

Still  less  reason  is  there  for  a proposed  alteration  in  the  Civil 
Code  enabling  the  tenant,  even  when  there  is  no  special  mis- 
fortune to  take  into  account,  to  claim  exemption  from  rent  should 
he  be  able  to  prove  that  he  farms  without  profit. 

In  the  first  place  the  business  of  farming  extends  over  many 
years,  and  it  would  be  manifestly  unfair  that  the  tenant  should 
reap  the  advantage  of  good  years  and  withdraw  from  his  obligations 
in  bad  ones. 
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Besides  it  can  seldom  be  accurately  determined  how  far  loss 
on  a farm  is  due  to  general  causes  or  to  the  incompetence  of  the 
farmer  wlio  may  choose  his  crops  without  reference  to  the  soil  or 
in  other  ways  mismanage  his  business,  in  which  case  the  landlord 
would  be  defrauded  of  his  just  rights.  A so-called  ^‘beneficium 
competentise ” would  generally  be  a premium  on  incapacity,  want 
of  forethought,  and  energy. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  justice  demands  that  the  farmer 
should  have  the  enjoyment  of  the  improvements  resulting  from 
his  own  labour  and  his  own  capital.  Fie  should  not  be  arbitrarily 
deprived  of  the  fruits  of  his  energy.  From  an  economic  ])f)int  of 
view  it  is  also  desirable  that  he  should  be  afforded  a suthcient 
guarantee  in  this  respect,  for  no  improvements  would  take  place, 
and  the  productiveness  of  the  soil  would  consequently  not  increase 
unless  the  farmer  himself  has  an  interest  in  the  matter. 

These  considerations  have  in  England  led  to  repeated 
experiments  with  the  object  of  legally  securing  the  farmer.  The 
Commission,  however,  doubt  whether  limitations  in  the  spirit  of 
those  undertaken  by  the  English  Legislature  would  be  practicable 
in  this  country.  Facilities  for  making  improvements  and  for 
granting  compensation  to  the  tenant  may,  they  consider,  more 
easily  be  afforded  by  mutual  agreement  between  tenant  and  land- 
lord. 

No  improvements  should  ever  be  undertaken  against  the  wish 
or  without  the  knowledge  of  the  lu’oprietor.  He  must  eventually 
judge  of  the  desirability  of  improvements  and  of  their  oppor- 
tuneness. He  must  not  be  burdened  against  his  will  with 
expenditure  on  works  which  may,  perhaps,  be  generally  useful, 
the  cost  of  which  either  at  the  moment  or  possibly  at  any  time  he 
is  not  prepared  to  meet,  otherwise  the  tenant  would  have  too 
great  a hold  on  the  landlord’s  purse.  Furthermore,  a valuation  of 
the  improvements  at  the  expiration  of  a lease  would  be  extremely 
difficult,  and  in  many  cases  impossible.  It  is  even  doubtful 
whether  the  tenant  would  actually  be  benefited  by  further 
legislation  beyond  the  enforcing  of  a stipulation  that  the  tenant 
whose  contract  with  his  landlord  permits  him  to  make  improve- 
ments should  invariably  receive  compensation  to  the  amount  agreed 
upon. 

The  Commission  have,  therefore,  on  the  whole,  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  except  with  regard  to  certain  fiscal  regulations, 
here  and  there  a question  of  private  right  and  the  establishment 
of  State  banks  willing  and  able  to  assist  the  agriculturist  on 
moderate  terms,  the  law  can  do  nothing  for  the  improvement  of 
existing  agricultural  relations.  Improvement  in  agrarian  matters 
must  be  allowed  to  develop  gradually  under  the  influence  of 
increased  enlightenment  and  experience  on  the  part  both  of 
landlord  and  tenant.  This  alone  will  cause  a disappearance  of 
abuses,  and  the  abandonment  of  unwise  practices,  such  as  some  of 
those  pointed  out  in  this  report. 

I am  indebted  to  H.M.  Consul  at  Amsterdam  for  the  following 
statement  of  expenditure  on  two  farms  situated  respectively  in 
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Friesland  and  Utrecht.  The  Friesland  farm  consists  of  74  hectares 
(185  acres),  of  which  59  hectares  (146  acres)  are  arable  and 
15  hectares  (39  acres)  pasture — 


Currency. 

i 

j Sterling. 

Per  Hectare. 

1 

: Per  Hectare. 

Per  Acre. 

FI.  c. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

5 per  cent,  on  outlay,  say  280  fl. 
{■2U.  05.)  

00 

1 13  4 

0 9 5 

Taxes  . . 

18  90 

1 11  6 

0 12  8 

Manure  , . 

.55  00 

4 12  8 

1 17  0 

Labour  . . 

90  00 

7 10  0 

3 0 8 

Depreciation  . . . . , . 

30  00 

2 10  0 

1 0 2 

Insurance 

2 00 

0 3 4 

0 14 

Total 

209  90 

17  10  10 

7 13 

Extraordinary  expenditure  — 
Ditching  and  fencing  . . 

6 10 

0 10  2 

0 4 4 

Total 

Rent  per  annum  . . 

210  00 

06  00 

18  0 0 

5 10  0 

2 * *4  6 

Grand  total 

282  00 

23  10  0 

9 10  1 

The  value  of  arable  land  in  the  district  in  wliicli  this  farm  is 
situated  is  given  as  1,450  11.  (120/.  16s.  8t/.)  [)er  hectare,  or  about 
48/.  per  acre. 

The  charges  on  pasture  lands  being  more  moderate  are  given 
as  follows : — 


Currency. 

sterling. 

Per  Hectare. 

Per  Hectare. 

Per  Acre. 

FI. 

c. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

5 per  cent,  on  outlay,  say  175  11. 

10 

per  hectare  . . 

8 

75 

0 

14 

7 

0 

5 

Taxes  . . 

19 

90 

1 

11 

6 

0 

12 

9 

Manure  . . 

15 

00 

1 

5 

0 

0 

10 

li 

Labour  . . 

26 

00 

2 

1 

^ i 

0 

16 

9 

Depreciation 

10 

00 

0 

16 

8 I 

0 

6 

9 

Insurance— buildings  (say)  ,. 

2 

00 

0 

3 

4 1 

0 

1 

4 

„ live  stock . . 

5 

35 

0 

8 

11  ' 

0 

3 

7 

Rent 

66 

00 

5 

10 

0 i 

2 

4 

6 

Total 

151 

00 

12 

11 

8 

5 

1 

7 

The  following  particulars  relate  to  a farm  in  the  neighbourhood 
ot  Utrecht.  It  consists  of  54  hectares,  or  about  135  acres,  of  which 
32  hectares  are  pasture  land  and  22  hectares  are  arable  (con- 
sidered a large  farm  in  this  neighbourhood).  The  rent  is 
(1414)  B 
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colonies. 
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described. 


3,o75  11.  (281/.),  being  at  the  rate  of  62  fl.  50  c.  per  hectare,  or 
about  2/.  Os.  lOd.  per  English  acre.  - 
The  expenditure  is  as  follows : — 


Taxes. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Fl.  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Land  tax. . 

230  73 

19  4 9 

Drainage  tax  on  part  of  property 

208  27 

17  7 2 

„ „ other  part 

49  27 

4 2 2 

Maintenance  of  dykes  . . 

69  07 

5 15  ] 

Total 

557  39 

46  9 2 

Or  about  4 11.  ( 65.  8d.)  per  acre. 

The  net  rent  there  is  about  21  11.  (18s.  4d.)  per  acre.  There 
is  no  outlay  on  manure,  which  is  only  that  produced  in  the  stables 
mixed  with  dredgings  from  the  ditches. 

The  stock  on  the  farm  consists  of  40  head  of  cattle,  including 
milk  cows,  and  seven  horses.  The  expenditure  on  labour  is  eight 
men  at  7 11.,  or  about  12s.  a week  each,  but  the  farmer,  as  is 
generally  the  case,  has  a number  of  grown  up  children  who  work 
on  the  farm. 

In  connection  with  Dutch  agriculture  some  mention  of  the 
“ labour  colonies  ” may  be  of  general  interest,  though  they  must 
be  regarded  rather  as  a |)}\ilanthropic  agency  than  as  contributing 
in  any  marked  degree  to  the  agricultural  development  of  thecountry. 

They  are  the  subject  of  interesting  reports  by  Mr.  Willink  and 
Mr.  Clarke,  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society,  who 
visited  them  only  last  year,  and  to  whom  I am  principally 
indebted  for  the  following  information : The  estates  or  colonies 
administered  by  the  Maatschappij  van  Weldadigkeit  ” 
(benevolent  society),  are  situated  in  the  north-east  of  Holland, 
on  the  borders  of  Drenthe,  Friesland,  and  Overyssel.  They  were 
founded  between  1818  and  1821  to  meet  the  distress  prevailing 
after  the  Napoleonic  wars,  and  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
working  classes  by  procuring  them  permanent  work.  Agriculture 
applied  to  the  cultivation  of  waste  lands  was  to  be  the  means  of 
improving  the  condition  of  the  people  and  at  the  same  time  of 
conferring  a benefit  on  the  State.  In  1859  it  became  necessary  to 
re-organise  the  society,  which  had  fallen  hopelessly  into  debt,  and 
the  Government  took  over  the  colonies  founded  for  vagrants, 
which  now  appear  to  resemble  workhouses  in  principle  with  the 
ignominious  and  uncomfortable  element  eliminated.  The  society, 
therefore,  only  remains  responsible  for  deserving  destitute  persons. 
It  numbers  at  present  4,000  members,  who  subscribe  45.  4d.  per 
annum.  A family  must  be  recommended  by  a district  committee 
which,  in  order  to  qualify  for  making  a recommendation,  must 
show  that  its  installation  fund,  derived  from  legacies,  subscrip- 
tions, &c.,  is  at  least  1,700  fl.  (142/.),  preference  being  given  to 
the  district  with  the  largest  balance. 

The  colonist  always  commences  as  a labourer  at  wages 
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amounting  to  Is,  2d.  per  day  in  summer  and  lOd.  in  winter. 

More  money  is  sometimes  earned  by  piece-work,  and  as  labourers 
have  to  be  kept  employed  all  the  year  round,  several  basket  making, 
weaving,  and  other  establishments  have  been  erected. 

Single  persons  are  not  ineligible  for  admission,  but  families  are  Expenditure 
preferred,  and  if  a family  consists  of  fewer  than  a man  and  wife  ^ 

and  four  children  the  vacancies  may  be  filled  up  by  boarders ; a ‘ 
family  of  six  would  earn  on  an  average  95.  per  week,  counting  6s. 
as  the  man’s  earnings  and  3s.  as  what  the  wife  and  children  might 
earn  by  basket-making.  Their  expenses  would  be — 


• s.  d. 

Rent  of  cottage  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 7 

Medical  attendance,  six  persons  at  3 c.  per  head  . , . . 0 3i 

Clothing  fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Reserve,  10  per  cent,  on  wages  earned— saj  9^.  . . . . Oil 

Total 2 


He  thus  has  in  hand  65.  2\d.  per  week  for  food  and  other 
requirements.  The  children  are  required  to  attend  school,  and  if 
the  father  cannot  earn  enough  for  the  wants  of  his  family  he 
receives  for  some  years  a weekly  su[)ply  of  food,  clothes,  or 
money. 

After  from  two  years’  to  five  years’  work  the  labourer  may  be  The  free 
promoted  to  be  a free  farmer,  i.e.,  to  become  a tenant  of  one  of  farmers, 
the  society’s  free  farms  without  any  obligation  to  work  for  the 
society  itself.  There  are  225  of  the  small  farms,  each  consisting 
of  about  6|  acres  and  a cottage.  The  rent  varies  from  about  3/. 
to  6/.  a year,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  soil,  and  although  he 
can  never  acquire  the  freehold,  the  free  farmer  becomes  a life 
tenant.  Upon  becoming  a free  farmer  the  labourer  receives  from 
the  society  a cow,  manure  worth  about  7/.,  4 bushels  of 
seed  potatoes,  a ton  of  hay,  and  a ton  of  straw.  The  cow  has  to 
be  insured  by  the  tenant,  and  the  cost  is  repaid  by  small  yearly 
payments,  besides  which  he  has  to  pay  JOs.  \0d.  for  medical 
attendance. 

Eash  labourer’s  cottage  has  a small  garden  attached,  and  a sheep 
is  kept  for  its  milk. 

The  population  of  the  colonies  in  December,  1891,  amounted  Population  in 
to  about  1,863  persons,  consisting  of  91  families  of  labourers,  1891. 

214  free  farmers,  and  198  orphans  and  children  boarding  with  the 
different  families.  Sixty-five  labourers  left  the  colonies  and  found 
employment  in  domestic  service  and  other  occupations. 

The  estates  comprise  about  5,000  acres  of  sandy  and  gravelly  Division  of 
soil,  of  which  1,250  acres  are  taken  up  by  the  six  large  farms  the  society’s 
managed  by  the  society  itself,  with  the  work  of  labourers ; 1,500 
acres  consist  of  wood,  and  1,500  acres  are  cultivated  by  the  free 
farmers  and  the  labourers. 

Annexed  to  this  report  will  be  found  a table  giving  details  of 
the  crops  sown  and  the  yield  per  hectare  in  1891. 

The  average  yield  of  milk  from  the  132  cows  on  the  estates 
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was  575  gallons  per  cow,  though  several  gave  over  1,000  gallons. 
The  whole  is  made  into  butter  and  cheese,  the  amount  of  milk 
used  being  73,174  gallons ; the  average  price  of  butter  in  1891 
was  1 ft.  20  c.  per  kilo.,  or  I5.  per  1 lb.  The  amount  realised  by 
the  sale  of  butter  and  cheese  was  986/.  The  colonies  are 
described  as  being  thoroughly  prosperous,  witli  a contented 
population,  reflecting  great  credit  on  the  management,  but  not 
being  self-supporting  they  can  only — except  as  regards  the 
benefit  to  the  country  of  bringing  under  cultivation  land  which 
was  a desert  when  the  society  began  its  labours — be  considered 
as  a highly  creditable  benevolent  institution  requiring  the  support 
of  charitable  contributions.  The  chief  criticism  advanced  against 
the  benevolent  side  of  the  institution,  by  persons  like  Mr.  Clarke 
who  have  gone  thoroughly  into  the  subject,  is  that  owing  to 
colonists  being  allowed  to  retain  their  farms  for  life  the  benefits  of 
the  society  are  restricted  to  so  few  persons,  the  number  of  new 
*^amilies  admitted  in  the  course  of  a year  averaging  only  from  6 to 
10.  The  director,  hoAvever,  urges  that  this  defect  is  more  than 
compensated  for  by  the  hold  which  the  present  system  enables  the 
society  to  keep  over  the  children,  who  have  the  advantage  of  a 
most  careful  training  in  their  schools  and  worksliops  until  they 
are  started  in  life.  The  financial  position  of  the  society  is 
summed  up  as  follows  in  its  own  report  for  1891.  The  year  1891 
closed  with  a deficit  of  1,483/.  on  the  industrial  and  farming 
account  (leaving  charitable  collections  and  donations  out  of  the 
question).  At  the  end  of  the  previous  year  the  deficit  was  only 
600/.  This  result  is  attributed  to  the  unfavourable  season, 
especially  to  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop.  Tliere  was  also  a 
loss  by  lire  and  on  cattle. 

The  large  expenditure,  amounting  to  1,833/.,  on  the 
maintenance  of  labourers’  families,  is  a heavy  drain  on  the 
resources  of  the  society,  especially  as  this  year  some  of  the 
communes  were  behindhand  with  their  contributions.  The 
increasing  indebtedness  of  the  free  labourers  also  causes  some 
anxiety  to  the  committee. 
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Results  of  Agriculture  in  Dutch  Labour  Colonies. 
Extent  of  Land  under  Crops  in  1891. 


Articles. 

1 

Hectares. 

Acres. 

Number. 

Number. 

Rye  

61 

150 

Oats  . . . . . . . . ' 

26 

64 

Buckwheat 

22  ' 1 

54 

Potatoes  . . . . . . . . : 

39 

96 

Grass  and  clover  . . . . ' 

12 

29 

Cabbage  and  mangold  . . 

8 

10 

Beans 

5 

12 

Carrots  . . 

6 

14 

Pasture  . . 

98 

243 

Forage  crops 

7 

17 

Peas  . . . r . . . . i 

9 : 

22 

Garden  produce . . 

5 

12 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . ' 

5 

12 

Total  1 

303 

744 

Produce  of  Crops 

ON  Six  Farms. 

Articles. 

Hectolitres. 

Bushels. 

Number. 

Number. 

Rye  

26 

71 

Oats 

46 

126 

Buckwheat 

14 

38 

Potatoes  . , 

264 

726 

Cabbage  . . 

593 

1,631 

Beans 

23 

63 

Carrots  . . . . 

594 

1,634 

Peas  

19 

52 

Note. — 1 hectolitre  = 2*751  bushels;  1 hectare  = 

= 2 *471  acres. 

The  latest  territorial  statistics  published  with  regard  to  the 
Netherlands  give  the  total  extent  as  3,298,905  hectares  (8,151,594 

acres),  divided  as  follows  : — 

Description. 

Hectares. 

Acres. 

Waste  land 

Number. 

712,523 

Number. 

1,760,644 

Water  .. 

128,868 

313,490 

Dykes  and  roads 

44,309 

109,487 

228,204 

Untaxed  land  .. 

92,353 

32,694 

Land  built  on  . . 

80,786 

Pleasure  grounds 

5,156 

859,844 

12,746 

Arable  land 

2,124,674 

Pasture  . . 

1,144,066 

2,826,987 

Gardens  . . 

29,481 

72,847 

Orchards . . 

24,643 

60,892 

Forest  . . 

226,968 

560,837 

Total 

3,298,905 

8,161,594 
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The  two  provinces  in  which  the  extent  of  arable  land  exceeds 
that  of  pasture  land  are  Groningen,  Zeeland,  North  Brabant,  and 
Limburg,  and  tables  are  given  which  show  that  there  is  a tendency 
to  increase  the  pasture  lands  in  all  the  provinces  except  Groningen, 
Overyssel,  and  North  Holland. 

The  large  predominance  of  small  holdings  is  shown  in  a table, 
according  to  which,  in  1889,  the  number  of  proprietors  and  tenants 
with  from  1 hectare  to  5 hectares  was  respectively  44,324  and 
30,476,  those  holding  from  5 hectares  to  10  hectares  (12  acres  to 
24  acres)  was  21,321  proprietors  and  13,010  tenants,  and  of 
occupiers  of  from  10  hectares  to  15  hectares  (24J  acres  to  37 
acres)  there  were  10,931  proprietors  and  6,873  tenants,  while  of 
occupiers  of  from  100  hectares  to  150  hectares  (247  acres  to  370 
acres)  there  were  83  proprietors  and  51  tenants,  and  of  those 
holding  over  150  hectares  (370  acres)  there  were  only  52  pro- 
prietors and  20  tenants. 

The  total  number  of  proprietors  cultivating  their  own  property 
in  1889  was  96,842,  or  587  per  1,000 ; the  number  of  tenant 
farmers  was  68,019,  or  413  per  1,000. 

The  same  predominance  of  small  proprietors  over  large  ones 
is  shown  by  statistics  giving  the  number  of  proprietors  and 
tenants  possessing  four  or  more  horses  for  agricultural  purposes, 
and  those  possessing  a smaller  number,  those  possessing  over  the 
larger  number  having  been,  in  1889,  respectively  6,145  and  5,099  ; 
those  possessing  two  horses  were  12,824  and  7,987,  while  the 
possessors  of  one  horse  numbered  33,678  proprietors  and  16,458 
tenants ; the  number  of  owners  possessing  six  or  more  cows  in 
1889  was  15,680,  while  the  number  of  tenants  was  14,233. 

It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  statistics  relate 
entirely  to  agricultural  land,  and  that  no  account  is  taken  of  moor- 
land and  waste-land,  of  which  in  some  provinces,  such  as  Gelder- 
land,  Drenthe,  and  Overyssel,  there  is  a very  large  proportion,  so 
that  properties  which,  when  judged  by  the  area  under  cultivation, 
appear  to  be  small,  are  sometimes  of  very  considerable  extent 
when  the  amount  of  uncultivated  moor-land  is  taken  into  account. 

The  system  of  allotments  in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns 
appears  to  answer  well,  and  is  extensively  employed  in  some 
districts,  the  extent  of  each  allotment  being  about  one-third  of  a 
hectare,  or  rather  less  than  an  acre,  the  crops  consisting  princi- 
pally of  rye,  potatoes,  and  turnips.  Kent  is  fixed  by  mutual 
agreement,  except  when  the  land  is  owned  by  the  neighbouring 
town,  when  it  is  sometimes  fixed  by  auction. 

The  highest  rents  are  paid  for  the  water  meadows  bordering 
on  rivers  which  are  liable  to  annual  inundations,  and  which  do  not 
require  to  be  manured.  These  lands  are  used  for  pasture  and  for 
hay  on  alternate  years. 

The  Netherlands  being  to  a great  extent  a grazing  country, 
the  statistics  relating  to  the  various  descriptions  of  cattle  in  the 
country  in  1889  may  be  of  interest.  The  number  of  bulls  was 
17,790  ; of  cows,  891,631  ; of  calves  and  young  bullocks,  500,610 ; 
of  fattening  cattle  the  number  was  72,906  ; draught  oxen,  7,211  ; 
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the  total  number  of  cattle  amounted  to  1,490,148.  As  the  Govern- 
ment levy  a percentage  on  all  animals  sold  for  slaughter,  the 
excise  officer  is  called  in  whenever  a transaction  of  the  sort  takes 
place.  This  official  has  the  right  of  pre-emption,  which  is  occa- 
sionally enforced,  that  is,  if  the  price  asked  for  the  animal  is 
considered  to  be  below  its  real  value,  he  has  the  right  of  buying 
it  at  the  price  named,  on  paying  an  extra  percentage  to  the 
Government,  and  of  slaughtering  it  and  selling  it  on  his  own 
account,  in  order  to  make  what  profit  he  can  on  the  transaction. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the 
amounts  given  in  the  budgets  for  the  last  3 years  for  preventing 
the  extension  of  cattle  disease  have  been — 


Year. 

Amount.' 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Fiorina. 

£ 

1889  

84,670 

7,055 

1890  

46,172 

3,847 

1891 

55,635 

4,636 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1108. 

Rome 

Id. 

1068. 

Buenos  Ayres 

• . 

lid. 

1009. 

Mozambique 

Id. 

1069. 

Jjoanda 

. • 

lid. 

1010. 

Weiicliow 

Id. 

1070. 

Guatemala  . « 

Id. 

1011. 

Mogador 

2id. 

1071. 

Zanzibar 

Id. 

1012.  Amoy 

Id. 

1072. 

Charleston  .. 

2H. 

1013. 

Kiukiang 

Id. 

1073. 

Nice.. 

Id. 

1014. 

Stettin 

l|d. 

1074. 

Caracas 

. . 

Id. 

1015. 

Boston 

Id. 

1075. 

Lisbon 

, , 

2d. 

1016. 

Callao 

Id. 

1076. 

Calais 

, , 

2d. 

1017.  Aleppo 

Id. 

1077. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul . . 

, . 

5id. 

1018. 

Santos  , o 

2|d. 

1078. 

Philadelphia 

. . 

2id. 

1019. 

Piraeus 

]d. 

1079. 

Brindisi 

, , 

2d. 

1020. 

Mogador 

Id. 

1080. 

New  York  . . 

, , 

2d. 

1021. 

Adrianople  .. 

id. 

1081. 

San  Francisco 

. , 

lid. 

1022. 

Tripoli 

Id. 

1082. 

Frankfort  . . 

. . 

4d. 

1023. 

Jerusalem  . . 

Id. 

1083. 

Hingo 

. , 

lid. 

1024. 

Odessa 

6d. 

1084. 

Tokio 

, , 

lid. 

1025. 

Genoa  , . 

lid. 

1035. 

Amsterdam  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1026. 

Kiungchow  .. 

Id. 

1086. 

San  Francisco 

,, 

3d. 

1027. 

Batoum 

4|d. 

1087. 

Banakok 

. , 

id. 

1028. 

Buenos  Ayres 

Id. 

1088. 

Souf. , 

lid. 

1029. 

Batavia 

Id. 

1089. 

Chiengmai  .. 

Id. 

1030. 

Santo  Domingo 

• « 

id. 

1090. 

Copenhagen 

. , 

id. 

1031. 

San  Jose 

• « 

Id. 

1091. 

New  Caledonia 

f • 

id. 

1032. 

Manila 

• • 

lid. 

1092. 

Bushire 

f • 

, * 

2d. 

1033. 

Marseilles  . . 

Id. 

1093. 

Tamsui 

• • 

« • 

Id. 

1034. 

Swatow 

Id. 

1094 

Dunkirk 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1035. 

Paris.. 

Id. 

1095. 

Port  Said  . . 

Id. 

1036.  Ichanff 

5d. 

1096. 

Guatemala 

• ♦ 

id. 

1037. 

Paklioi 

Id. 

1097. 

Chungking  . . 

• • 

9d. 

1038. 

Foochow 

Id. 

1098. 

Nagasaki 

Id. 

1039. 

Brest . . 

Id. 

1099. 

Constantiiaople 

. . 

. ♦ 

2d. 

1040. 

Madeira 

id. 

1100. 

Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1041. 

Antw'erp 

lid. 

1101. 

Shanghai 

2d. 

1042. 

Taganrog 

2id. 

1102. 

Jeddah 

• • 

id. 

1043. 

Algiers 

2 id. 

1103. 

Chicago 

3d. 

1044. 

Hankow 

lid. 

1104. 

Erzeroum  . . 

• • 

id. 

1045. 

N antes 

lid. 

1105. 

Luanda 

, * 

3d. 

1046. 

Belgrade 

2d. 

1106. 

M acao 

id. 

1047. 

Fiume 

Id. 

1107. 

Canton 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1048. 

Wuhu 

Id. 

1108. 

Paramaribo . . 

lid. 

1049. 

Cagliari 

Id. 

1109. 

Tunis 

, * 

lid. 

1050. 

Erzeroum 

Id. 

1110. 

Sofia..  .. 

3d. 

1051. 

Syra  . . 

Id. 

nil. 

Brunei 

lid. 

1052. 

Cherbourg  .. 

Id. 

1112. 

Athens 

2id. 

1053. 

Lima. . 

Id. 

1113. 

Alexandria., 

2d. 

1054. 

Bilbao 

Ud. 

1114. 

Vienna 

Id. 

1055. 

Cadiz 

2d. 

1115. 

Stettin 

• • 

2id. 

1056. 

Corunna 

2id. 

1116. 

Berne 

• • 

Id. 

1057.  Saigon 

f • 

Id. 

i 1117. 

Palermo 

2id. 

1058. 

Port-au-Prince 

Id. 

1 1118. 

Tokio 

lid. 

1059. 

Trebizond  . . 

Id. 

' 1119. 

St.  Petersburg 

• • 

3d. 

1060. 

Barcelona  . . 

lid. 

1120. 

Teneriffe  . . 

Id. 

1061. 

Tainan 

Id. 

1121. 

Damascus  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1062.  Smyrna 

lid. 

1122. 

Naples 

2d. 

1063. 

Old  Calabar. . 

i<h 

1123. 
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Id. 

1064. 

Samoa 

id.  ! 

1124. 
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1065. 
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Id. 

1125. 

Stockholm  . . 

lid. 

1066. 
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• • 

6d. 

1126. 

Dantzig  . , 

2d. 

1067. 

Gothenburg . , 

• • 

2d.  1 

1127. 

The  Hague , , 

. . 

lid. 
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Acting  ConsnUGeneral  Woodhouse  to  the  Earl  of  Rosehery. 

My  Lord,  Odessa,  October  5,  1892. 

Hlrewitii  I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship 
Reports  on  the  Agriculture  in  the  various  Provinces  of  this 
Consular  District  drawn  up  by  the  Vice-Consuls  at  Nicolaieff, 
Sevastopol,  and  KiefF,  the  Consular  Agent  at  Eiipatoria  (in 
translation),  and  certain  additional  remarks  by  myself. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  W.  WOODHOUSE. 


Report  on  the  Agriculture  of  the  Consular  District  of  Odessa 
for  the  Year  1892. 
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The  subjoined  reports  give,  as  nearly  as  possible,  a very  fair 
estimate  of  the  state  of  affairs  throughout  the  district  of  this 
Consulate-General. 

As  was  anticipated  in  the  beginning  of  July,  the  harvest  is 
very  unequally  divided  among  the  different  parts  of  the  district ; 
for  illustration  the  whole  country  may  be  represented  as  a chess- 
board, with  alternate  good,  indifferent,  and  bad  yields  pro- 
miscuously distributed  all  over  the  country. 

The  want  of  rain  last  autumn  during  the  ploughing  season, 
the  want  of  snow  during  the  winter  to  protect  the  sprouting  corn 
and  roots  from  the  sharp  frosts  and  fierce  winds,  and  again  the 
dry  spring,  capped  with  untimely  rainfalls  during  harvest  time, 
were  all  circumstances  which  affected  the  crops  very  unfavourably. 

The  crops  in  the  province  of  Cherson  were,  on  the  whole, 
very  bad. 

The  quantity  of  winter  wheat  produced  per  acre  in  the 
different  districts  of  the  province  was,  on  an  average,  as 
follows : — 
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Quantity. 

* From — 

To- 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Odessa  district 

50 

200 

Cherson 

, ^ ' 

260 

400 

Tiraspol 

• . 1 

130 

Elizabethgrad 

60 

26*0 

Ananiev 

150 

Alexandria . . 

•• 

200  j 

• • 

In  many  localities,  however,  the  yield  was  so  small  that  no^ 
even  was  the  seedsownrecovered,  and  many  proprietors  did  not  even 
gather  in  the  harvest,  but  drove  cattle  into  the  fields  to  eat  up  what 
vegetation  remained  before  the  heat  rendered  it  good  for  nothing. 

The  spring  wheat  turned  out  better  than  the  winter  crops,  Spring  wheat, 
and  in  the  district  of  Cherson  the  yield  was  the  best. 

As  regards  millet  seed  and  maize  the  rainfalls  in  July  partly  IVliiietand 
saved  these  cereals,  the  crop  turning  out  much  better  than  had  ma  ze. 
been  anticipated. 

The  returns  show  that  oats  turned  out  indifferently,  from  12  Oats, 
bushels  to  17  bushels  per  aere  being  produced  in  tlie  Odessa 
district. 

Barley  gave  also  an  average  crop  from  8 bushels  to  15  bushels  Barley, 
per  acre. 

This  pest  appeared  in  less  quantities  than  usual  throughout  Tlie  Hessian 
the  province.  The  chief  cause  of  this  was  that  last  year  large  • 
numbers  of  the  ichneumon  fly  appeared  in  the  spring  and 
destroyed  the  larv8e  of  the  Hessian  fly.  Then  again  the  dry 
autumn  retarded  its  development,  as  the  pseudo-cocoons  have  to 
be  well  moistened  for  a fortnight  before  the  fly  can  sally  forth, 
and  as  the  rains  fell  late  in  the  season  the  autumn  generation  had 
no  time  to  sufficiently  develop  to  be  able  to  brave  the  cold,  and 
perished  in  consequence. 

Of  all  the  provinces  in  this  district  Bessarabia  may  be  safely  Bessarabia, 
said  to  have  had  the  worst  harvest,  which  may  be  described  as 
follows : — 

Winter  wheat  gave  a very  bad  crop  owing  to  the  drought,  Winter 
which  lasted  till  the  end  of  June;  the  rain  which  subsequently 
fell  only  helped  to  make  matters  worse.  In  many  places  it  was 
not  considered  worth  the  trouble  of  gathering  in  the  corn. 

Spring  wheat  gave  a better  yield,  but  at  the  best  was  a very  Spring  wheat, 
poor  crop. 

The  only  grain  which  turned  out  well  was  maize,  the  chief  Maize, 
cereal  in  the  province ; the  rains,  which  only  interfered  with  the 
other  crops,  assisted  the  growth  of  this  article  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  output  was  far  above  expectation. 

Rye  seed  and  colza  seed  turned  out  entire  failures. 

Barley  and  oats  yielded  much  below  the  average. 

(1419) 
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Cause  of  bad 
crops. 


Grapes. 


Phylloxera. 


Kharkov. 


Kursk. 


Harvest  of 
1892  ; varied 
results. 


The  reasons  assigned  for  the  poor  crops  in  this  province  are 
that  the  seed  was  sown  under  very  unfavourable  circumstances, 
owing  to  the  want  of  rain  last  autumn. 

On  the  whole,  the  yield  throughout  the  province  was  so  small 
that  a petition  has  been  sent  in  by  the  Akkerman  Zemstvo” 
(rural  administration  of  the  district)  for  an  advance  of  130,000/. 
for  the  purchase  of  seed. 

The  vines,  largely  cultivated  in  Bessarabia,  have  yielded  a 
crop  of  grapes  far  below  the  average  this  year.  The  want  of 
snow  last  wdnter  left  the  roots  of  the  plants  badly  protected  from 
the  cold,  many  of  the  vines  being  killed  by  the  frost.  The  district 
of  Akkerman,  being  very  sandy,  seems  to  have  suffered  less  in 
this  respect,  as,  instead  of  the  light  dry  soil  being  blown  away 
from  the  roots  of  the  plants  by  the  stormy  winds,  which  happened 
in  other  districts,  the  sand  seems  to  have  heaped  itself  in  drifts 
round  each  plant,  thus  saving  the  majority  from  the  cold. 

The  phylloxera,  which  thrives  in  the  “ black  earth  ” better 
than  in  sand,  was  also  much  more  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  said 
district. 

The  sandy  tracts  of  land  have  also  suffered  much  less  from 
the  drought  than  the  others. 

The  harvest,  on  the  whole,  was  under  the  average  in  the 
province  of  Kharkov.  The  yield  in  the  northern  districts  was 
about  133  lbs.  to  the  acre,  whereas  in  the  southern  half  of  the 
province  the  crops  w^ere  better,  and  averaged  between  250  lbs.  to 
450  lbs.  of  grain  per  acre. 

The  province  of  Kursk  is  much  worse  off,  the  harvest  having 
yielded  barely  sufficient  for  seed  in  most  of  its  districts. 


Nicola  lEFF. 

TJie  harvest  of  1892  has  been  exceedingly  varied  in  its  results. 
From  every  side  a great  diversity  of  accounts  are  received,  and 
while  in  one  district  the  crops  are  said  to  have  failed,  in  another 
they  are  reported  to  have  been  abundant  in  quantity  and  excellent 
in  quality. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  vast  extent  of  land  under 
cultivation,  it  is  not  to  l)e  wondered  at  that  such  diversity  should 
exist,  for,  apart  from  atmospheric  influence,  much  is  due  to 
situation  as  well  as  to  the  character  of  the  soil  under  tillage ; and 
the  weather,  which  plays  such  an  important  part  in  a country 
like  this,  is  not  everywhere  precisely  the  same.  A dry  autumn 
or  a severe  winter  will  naturally  have  a general  effect  on  the 
country  at  large,  but  there  are  always  districts,  large  or  small, 
which  suffer  less  than  others,  and  vice  versa.  Last  year,  for 
instance,  a large  portion  of  the  Government  of  Cherson  scarcely 
produced  as  much  as  the  seed  that  was  put  into  the  ground,  whilst 
in  the  surrounding  districts  the  crops  were  fairly  good,  and  this 
was  entirely  due  to  the  weather. 
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Annex  A. 


Table  shewing  variations  in  price  of  Wheat  and  Rye  in  Kieff  district. 


1891. 


From  August  1891  to  August  1892. 

lOLD  STYLE) 

1892. 


NOTE: 

One  pootl  , 36fU>s. 
/OO  ccpecks  _ Rouble. 
10  Roubles  _ 1>  J . 


Wheat. 
RYE  . 
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Judging  from  information  received  from  a variety  of  sources, 
it  is  evident  that  the  same  thing  has  occurred  this  year.  Not- 
withstanding this,  however,  the  conclusion  is  that,  on  the  whole^ 
the  harvest  has  been  a fair  average  one. 

It  is  beyond  doubt  that  winter  wheat  and  rye  have  failed  to  a Winter 
great  extent,  owing  to  an  unusually  dry  autumn  and  a severe  wheat  and 
winter  without  snow.  cf 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  spring  wheat  and  barley  have  turned  Spring  wheat 
out  W'ell,  although  both  of  these  cereals  are  slightly  off  colour,  and  barley, 
having  been  damped  by  the  rains  which  fell  at  the  time  of 
reaping.  Still  the  bulk  of  the  grain  is  sound,  and  excellent 
samples  of  heavy  stuff  are  in  the  market. 

Millet  seed  has  yielded  a large  crop,  but  oil  seeds  are  reported  Millet  and  oil 
to  have  turned  out  badly.  seeds. 

At  one  time  it  was  feared  that  the  grass  crops  had  perished  ctrass  crops, 
from  want  of  rain  in  the  spring,  but  the  cool,  showery  summer 
relieved  the  farmers  from  all  anxiety  on  that  account,  and  now 
there  is  not  only  abundance  of  hay,  hut  excellent  pasturage  for 
the  autumn  and  wdnter. 

Vegetables  of  all  descriptions  have  been  most  plentiful,  and  Abundant, 
the  markets  have  been  glutted  with  melons,  water  melons,  'egetable 
tomatoes,  and  field  cucumbers. 

The  farmers  and  proprietors  this  year  have  suffered  somewhat  Diseases 
heavy  losses  in  live  stock — horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  even  poultry  among  live 
having  been  attacked  by  a variety  of  diseases,  Ity  wliich  numbers 
have  been  carried  off.  The  diseases  reported  include  anthrax, 
glanders,  small-pox  (among  sheep),  and  Siberian  plague,  but, 
fortunately,  there  has  been  no  outbreak  of  pleuro-pneumonia. 

Since  the  new  crop  came  in  there  has  been  but  little  animation  Autumn 
ill  the  grain  markets.  Stocks  abroad  are  large,  and  consequently  business; 
there  is  no  demand,  and  our  merchants  having  suffered  heavy 
losses  during  the  past  12  months  the  large  houses  on  the  markets.'^ 
continent  arc  very  diffident  about  giving  credit.  In  sjilte  of  tliis, 
however,  prices  keep  firm,  and  grain  keeps  [lourlng  into  the  town 
from  all  sides. 

The  first  of  the  grain  elevators  is  nearly  ready  to  commence  Grain 
operations,  and  it  is  expected  that  early  in  October  it  will  be  eicvaiors. 
opened  for  the  reception  of  grain. 

For  sometime  past  attempts  have  been  made  to  promote  a Attempts  to 
silk-producing  industry  in  this  province.  The  mulberry  tree,  for  picmote  siik- 
the  growth  of  which  the  soil  and  climate  are  well  adapted, 
flourishes  wffierever  it  is  planted,  and  wdth  very  little  trouble  or 
expense  every  little  plot  of  ground,  now'  yielding  nothing  more 
than  a crop  of  Aveeds,  miijht  in  a short  time  be  transformed  into 
a remunerative  feediiiij:  ovound  for  tlic  silkw’orm.  Such  is  the 
idea  of  the  society  that  has  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  and  every 
encouragement  is  given  to  the  peasants  and  poorer  classes  to  take 
adA'antage  of  the  suggestion.  The  samples  of  silk  produced  by 
various  members  of  the  society  and  others  show  very  plainly 
Avhat  can  be  done  Avith  a small  amount  of  energy,  and,  if  seriously 
followed  up,  the  scheme  may  prove  to  be  a source  of  reA'enuc  to 
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many  a poor  family,  and  not  only  that,  it  may  eventually  be  the 
means  of  establishing  a large  and  flourishing  industry. 


Sevastopol. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Stevens  reports  as  follows:  — 

As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  up  to  present  from  private 
sources,  the  conclusions  which  can  be  arrived  at  regarding  t;ic 
results  of  the  harvest  for  the  year  1892  in  the  government  of  the 
Taurida  are  that  the  yield  is,  if  anything,  above  the  average, 
except  in  some  districts  where  the  rain-fall  was  unimportant  and 
the  heavy  gales  of  winds  experienced  in  the  early  spring  blew 
away  large  quantities  of  spring-sown  grain  while  yet  in  seed, 
leaving  many  bare  patches;  but  in  most  localities  within  the 
boundaries  of  this  province  the  snow-fall  was  of  sufficient 
abundance  to  protect  the  autumn-sown  grain  from  the  frosts,  and 
was  followed  by  seasonable  and  copious  rains  while  the  grain  was 
in  growth  and  when  approaching  maturity,  although  the  down- 
pours which  took  place  during  the  first  half  of  the  month  of  July 
to  a certain  extent,  for  a short  time,  hindered  the  threshing  of 
grain,  and  fears  were  entertained  by  farmers  that  the  output 
would  be  ruined.  These  rains  were  succeeded  by  a long  spell 
of  favourable  weather  which  gave  the  latter  the  time  and 
possibility  of  completing  threshing  operations  under  the  most 
favourable  circumstances ; but  the  rains  have  had  the  effect  of 
sensibly  reducing  the  weight  of  the  grain,  and  instead  of  weighing 
over  10  pouds  per  tchetvert  (or  over  500  lbs.  per  imperial  quarter) 
it  now  weighs  slightly  under  10  pouds. 

Owing  to  the  insufficient  harvest  of  last  year,  and  consequent 
dearth  of  grain  for  seed  purposes,  many  landholders  were  unable 
to  sow  during  the  past  autumn,  and  the  area  of  land  under  the 
cultivation  of  winter  wheat  was  considerably  less  this  year  than 
it  was  in  1891;  nevertheless,  the  poorer  farmers  of  this  govern- 
ment will  not  be  compelled  to  follow  the  example  of  their  brother 
tanners  in  the  provinces  of  Kherson,  Bessarabia,  Podolia,  and 
Poltava,  many  ot  whom  have  already  made  an  appeal  to  Govern- 
ment, firstly,  for  assistance  in  the  shape  of  monetary  advances  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  grain  for  seed,  and,  secondly,  for  a 
reduction  of  the  railway  tariff*  for  the  transport  of  this  seed  to  the 
affected  districts,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  if  the  smaller 
agricultural  cla^ses  in  those  provinces  are  to  be  saved  from  total 
ruination,  for  their  situation  is  indeed  a sad  one. 

The  winter  crops  in  the  localities  bordering  on  the  Kiver 
Dnieper  are  of  a fair  average  ; spring  wheat  is  good  and  grass  has 
been  plentiful  throughout  the  summer.  On  the  other  hand,  tlic 
district  of  Melitopol  has  had  a medium  crop  ofwdnter  wheat  in  its 
north-w’estern  territories  and  very  inferior  in  the  south-eastern, 
but  the  spring  grain  is  good  and  abundant  in  both  parts  of  the 
district,  and  the  hay  harvest  has  been  good,  notwithstanding  that 
in  several  places  the  crops  w'ere  severely  injured  by  the  frequent 
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hail-storms  experienced  during  the  latter  part  of  May  and 
beginning  of  June.  The  district  of  Perekop  and  the  northern 
portions  of  the  Government,  the  district  of  Simpheropol,  as  well 
as  that  of  Eupatoria,  have  rendered  in  some  places  up  to 
15  tchetverts  of  winter  wheat  to  the  dessiatin  (66*55  bushels  to 
2*70  acres),  but  the  aspect  in  the  district  of  Theodosia  is  not  so 
bright,  the  returns  only  reaching  from  6 tchetverts  per  dessiatin 
to  7 tchetverts  per  dessiatin  (34*62  bushels  to  40*39  bushels 
per  2*70  acres),  although  the  corn  is  of  good  quality.  In  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  villages  of  Vladislavka  and 
Zurichtahl,  however,  the  wireworm  has  created  consider- 
able havoc  in  many  of  the  best  fields,  not  only  by  eating 
up  the  grain,  but  also  by  infecting  the  straw  with  its 
odour,  which  has  thus  been  rendered  useless.  There  has  also 
been  a good  winter  and  middling  spring  crop  in  the  other  districts 
of  the  Government  and  the  lowlands  of  Simpheropol  have  pro- 
duced both  winter  and  spring  wheats  of  high  quality,  though  the 
highlands  have  given  quite  an  opposite  result.  The  corn  harvest 
in  the  district  of  Yalta  is  below  the  average,  in  any  case  it  is  not 
worthy  of  notice,  since  the  production  of  that  district,  in  general, 
only  suffices  to  cover  the  wants  of  its  population. 

Rye,  barley,  and  oats,  on  the  whole,  appear  to  be  healthy  in 
all  parts  of  the  Government. 

The  fruit-growing  districts  have  returned  a very  good  and 
abundant  crop  this  year,  but  owing  to  the  prevailing  cholera 
epidemic  and  the  sanitary  pree.autionary  measures  that  have  been 
ado[)ted  all  over  the  country,  it  does  not  find  a market  at 
anything  like  remunerative  prices,  and  large  quantities  of  fruit 
are  being  destroyed  in  consequence.  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances most  of  the  fruit  grown  in  the  Crimea  is  bouglit  up  by 
dealers  who  come  from  the  interior  and  dispatch  it  to  tlie  midland 
and  northern  towns  of  the  Empire,  but  this  year  scarcely  any  of 
crop  has  been  forwarded  to  those  ])arts  from  Sevastopol,  its 
neighbourhood,  or  any  other  jdaces  situated  within  the  limits  of 
the  Crimean  peninsula. 

The  vineyards  of  the  Crimea  are  this  year  yielding  an  extra- 
ordinarily abundant  and  good  crop,  and  the  vintage  will,  by  all 
appearances,  be  a very  successful  one. 

The  climatic  conditions  of  this  season  have  also  been  par- 
ticularly favourable  for  the  raising  of  the  tobacco  plant,  the  lands 
under  this  culture  are  looking  uj)  well  and  there  is  every  prospect 
of  a good  and  abundant  crop. 


Kieff. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Smith  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  possibility  of  there  being  a bad  harvest  of  winter  crops  Harvest 
was  practically  foreseen  in  the  autumn  of  1891.  The  continual  underaverage, 
drought  from  beginning  of  August  right  on  to  middle  of 
December,  in  addition  to  retarding  farm  work,  caused  a much 
less  area  to  be  sown,  and  so  unfavourable  were  the  conditions  that 
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many  farmers,  especially  in  southern  clisiricts  of  Kieff  and 
Podolia  governments,  sowed  on  chance  ” Arhen  weather  was 
more  favourable  in  the  latter  half  of  December.  The  winter 
was  remarkable  for  want  of  snow,  and,  consequently,  spring  found 
the  ecirth  minus  its  generating  properties.  Had  the  open  winter 
been  succeeded  by  a favourable  spring  the  fear  of  harvest  being  a 
failure  would  have  been,  to  a great  extent,  eliminated. 

Unfortunately,  such  was  not  the  case,  the  spring  being  warm 
and  dry,  which,  while  being  favourable  to  the  quality  of  winter 
grain,  was  very  much  against  the  quantity.  Spring  crops  fared 
still  worse,  early  sown  crops,  having  everything  in  their  favour, 
came  up  satisfactorily,  while  those  who  sowed  later  did  not  even 
have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  any  growth.  The  hot,  dry  spring 
was  followed  by  a like  summer,  and  as  the  season  advanced  it 
was  seen  that  the  harvest  was  doomed.  During  the  months  of 
April,  May,  and  June  there  were  not  more  than  three  or  four 
rainfalls,  which,  if  strengthening  the  crops  a little,  did  not  in  any 
way  improve  them.  The  great  heat  still  continuing,  crops  ])rema- 
turely  ripened,  and  in  the  governments  of  Kieff  and  Podolia 
harvesting  operations  were  begun  about  June  24  with  r}^  and 
wheat,  barley  during  first  week  of  July,  followed  by  oats  about 
July  10.  Not  one  crop  but  what  suffered  either  from  drought  or 
ravages  of  insects.  The  only  remarkable  thing  is  that  the  want 
of  rain  was  not  felt  by  all  alike,  there  being  districts  where  rain 
visited  the  fields  of  one,  while  his  neighbours’  fields  remained 
untouched.  I know  cases  where  estates  were,  so  to  speak, 
triangularly  divided  off,  the  one  half  being  visited  with  rain  and 
yielding  a good  harvest,  while  the  other  half  received  no  rain 
during  entire  season. 

Altogether  the  harvest  in  Little  Russia  cannot  be  considered 
an  average  one.  Those  districts  where  it  is  over  the  average  fail 
to  make  up  for  those  which  are  a total  failure,  and  although  there 
will  be  no  necessity  for  the  extraordinary  measures  which  were 
found  necessary  in  the  famine  districts  of  last  year,  the  coming 
winter  is  bound  to  be  very  severe  upon  the  peasantry  whose  cro})s 
have  turned  out  a complete  failure. 

In  the  government  of  Podolia  winter  wheat  must  be  con- 
sidered much  under  average,  and  in  the  Dniester  districts  a total 
failure,  only  reaching  about  50  per  cent,  of  average. 

In  the  government  of  Kieff,  on  the  whole,  under  average, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  districts  over  average,  while 
two  districts  gave  only  50  per  cent,  of  average. 

In  the  government  of  Volhynia  good  all  over,  in  fiict,  in  four 
western  districts,  crop  abundant. 

In  the  government  of  Poltava  a total  failure,  only  in  three 
districts  was  there  any  result,  and  these  were  far  under  average. 

In  the  government  of  Ohernigoff* a good  average  crop;  in  one 
or  two  districts  may  be  considered  abundant. 

In  the  governments  of  Podolia,  Kieff,  Poltava,  and  Clierni- 
goff  spring  wheat  is  far  under  average,  so  that  in  many  districts 
there  is  no  return  for  seed.  In  Volhynia,  with  the  exception  of 
eastern  districts,  crop  good. 
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If  wc  take  100  as  representing  an  average  crop,  the  folowing  Rye. 
will  convey  the  best  idea  of  this  year’s  rye  crop  : — 


Per  cent. 

PodoHa  Government  ..  ..  ..  70 

Kieff  • 90 

Yolhynia  ,,  ..  110 

Chernigoff  ,,  ..  ..  ..  ..  110 

Poltava  „ . . . » . . . . 45 


All  over  the  hay  crop  is  a tofal  failure,  and  the  great  expecta-  Hay  crop, 
ticns  from  exportation  of  clover,  owing  to  failure  of  American 
crop,  have  been  doomed  to  disappointment.  The  question  of 
fodder  for  the  coming  winter  is  a very  serious  one,  and  the 
peasantry  are  in  a hopeless  condition. 

Live  stock  is  offered  at  absurdly  low  prices,  in  one  or  two 
districts  cows  to  calve  being  offered  at  prices  ranging  from  12s. 
to  34s. 

In  Podolia  hail  did  damage  to  the  extent  of  278,000  r.  Damage 
(27,800/.),  and  in  two  districts,  Ghison  and  Olgopol,  beetles  did  caused  by 
damage  over  41,498  dessiatins  (114,369  acres),  at  a loss  of 
358,261  r.  (35,826/.). 

In  Kieff  district  considerable  loss  was  caused  by  hall, 
and  on  one  estate  belonging  to  Count  Bobrinski  1,500  dessiatins 
(4,125  acres)  of  cereals  and  root  crops  were  totally  destroyed  by 
hailstones  as  large  as  nuts. 

In  Chernigoff  and  Poltava  great  harm  was  done  by  immense 
numbers  of  grasshoppers  known  as  Kobilki.”  I mmense  damage 
was  done  in  several  districts  of  Poltava  by  a plague  of  locusts. 

As  a rule  prices  advance  during  spring  and  early  summer,  but  Prices, 
this  year  has  been  an  exception. 

In  anticipation  of  last  year’s  harvest  failing  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  country,  large  stocks  were  held  over  by  dealers,  as 
well  as  farmers,  until  the  famine  scare  should  bring  prices  up  to 
what  they  considered  remunerative.  Many  now  regret  not 
having  sold  out  during  Kieff  fair  in  February  (March),  when 
prices  ruled  high.  In  Annex  A I give  a table  showing  great 
difference  in  prices  ruling  here  from  August  1,  1891,  to  August 
22,  1892  (o.S.).  The  ukase  against  export  was  repealed,  for 
wheat,  beginning  of  June,  and  rye  beginning  of  August,  but  as 
yet  there  has  been  no  rise  in  price  or  extra  demand  which  was 
expected  to  result  therefrom.  In  fact,  buyers  hold  aloof  and 
decline  to  treat  with  sellers. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  great  cry  of  there  being  a Famine  and 
famine  in  the  land  owing  to  failure  of  last  year’s  harvest  was  a effect  of 
gross  exaggeration  of  facts.  Certainly  there  was  famine  in  export^ 
several  districts,  but  there  was  plenty  of  grain  in  other  parts  cereals, 
of  Russia  to  supplv  stricken  districts. 

Properly  speaking,  the  whole  scare  arose  through  breakdown  of 
the  railway  system,  and  to  this  cause  the  famine  scare  is  due,  and 
it  is  hard  to  say  if  trouble  would  have  been  remedied  so  soon  had 
not  the  Emperor  personally  taken  the  matter  up,  and  commanded 
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an  able  officer,  equipped  with  full  power,  to  put  things  straight, 
irrespective  of  all  officialism.  While  people  were  starving  in 
famine-stricken  districts  grain  was  being  allowed  to  rot  in  the 
Caucasus. 

From  official  figures  it  appears  that  at  the  beginning  of  June 
last  there  was  a reserve — exclusive  of  what  had  been  bought  by 
Zemstvos  for  famine  districts — of  85,000,000  pouds,  or  1,370,96*6 
tons  of  all  sorts  of  grain,  including  maize,  and  of  this  quantity 
there  was  20,000,000  pouds  (322,581  tons)  in  Caucasus  aljiie,  a 
pretty  fair  reserve  after  the  enormous  quantities  transported  from 
thence  to  famine  districts. 

The  general  opinion  is  that  the  ukase  forbidding  export  of  all 
sorts  of  grain  issued  on  August  11,  1881,  instead  of  improving 
matters  had  an  entirely  opposite  and  unexpected  effect.  First, 
the  prohibition  was  not  immediate,  and  before  coming  into  effect 
on  August  27  speculative  prices  ruled  and  superhuman  efforts 
were  made  to  buy  up  and  export  all  cereals. 

The  unexpected  effect  of  the  ukase  is  that  the  want  of  Kussian 
grain  did  not  make  any  appreciable  alteration  in  prices  ruling  on 
those  foreign  markets,  to  which  Russia  formerly  exported,  and 
now  that  ukase  is  repealed,  there  is  no  demand  from  those  former 
good  customers,  and  the  fear  is  that  they  have  found  other  sources 
of  supply.  The  high  import  duty  imposed  by  Germany — the 
largest  buyer  of  rye — precludes  chance  of  business  with  that 
country,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that  the  proposed  commercial 
treaty — of  which  so  many  rumours  have  been  of  late — may 
speedily  become  an  accomplished  fact.  Agricultural  implements 
have  met  with  a fairish  demand,  and  a good  business  was  done  in 
ploughs,  row  and  broadcast  drills,  reaping  machines,  portable 
engines,  and  steam-thrashing  machines. 

1 he  best  proof  that  the  peasantry  have  no  haivest  is  to  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  horse  gears  and  thrashers  and  all  implements  usually 
bought  by  peasants  remain  unsold,  and  considerable  stocks  will 
have  to  be  carried  forward  to  next  year. 

In  those  districts  where  early-sown  and  sprouting  begun 
before  the  drought  had  done  any  damage  insects  completely 
destroyed  the  crop,  and  in  most  tiases  caused  seed  to  be  re-sown. 
In  southern  parts  of  Kieff' and  Podolia  governments  most  of  the 
large  planters  had  to  put  in  seed  for  the  third  time,  while  others, 
after  failure  of  first  and  second  sowings,  put  off  the  third  until  rain 
fell,  and  drought  continuing,  decided  to  leave  ground  for  autumn 
sowing  of  wheat.  The  crop  cannot  turn  out  well,  the  want  of 
rain  has  kept  the  bulbs  from  attaining  normal  size,  while  the 
excessive  drought  will  favour  a large  percentage  of  sugar  in  pro- 
portion. In  fact,  up  to  end  of  June  this  crop  was  looked  upon 
as  being  a complete  failure,  and  sugar  advanced  from  4 r.  60  c. 
per  poud,  or  ]/.  Ss.  per  cwt.,  to  5 r.  70  c.  per  poud,  or  ll.  14.?.  per 
cwt.  Fortunately  two  days’  copious  rain  fell  in  beginning  of 
July,  and  a certain  crop  was  thereby  assured. 

The  acreage  sown  in  1892,  corrected  to  August  1-13,  is  given 
by  the  Kieff  Association  of  Sugar  Manufacturers  as  255,993 
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cle.'8'atins  (703,981  acres),  which  is  exclusive  of  25,805  uessiatins 
(70,964  acres)  destroyed  by  insects.  Of  the  above  255,993  dessia- 
tins  184,514  dessiatins  (507,414  acres)  give  promise  of  a fair  crop, 
while  71,479  dessiatins  (196,567  acres)  are  not  expected  to  give 
much  return.  When  compared  with  last  year  the  area  sown 
shows  a decrease  of  18,600  dessiatins  (51,150  acres).  The  area 
re-sown  in  1891  was  14,290  dessiatins  (39,297  acres),  while  this 
year  the  Bgures  are  59,056  dessiatins  (162,404  acres). 

The  quantity  of  sugar  expected  to  be  produced  from  above 
area  is  23,782,816  pouds  (383,594  tons),  of  which  the  factories 
in  this  district  contribute  the  following  proportions ; — 


Governments. 

Number  of 
Factories. 

Quantity. 

Pouds. 

Tons. 

KiefF 

60 

6,939,683 

111,931 

Podolia  . . 

1 93 

4,841,982 

1 78,096 

Volbynia 

12 

1,635,093 

26,372 

ChernigofF 

7 

459,369 

7,409 

Poltava  . . 

2 

201,698 

3,263 

CharkofF. . 

21 

3,268,499 

52,718 

Total 

195 

17,346,324 

279,779 

During  the  first  two  or  three  weeks  of  J uly  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  small  fortunes  were  made  in  speculations  in  sugar  on  the 
KiefF  Exchange.  Up  to  middle  of  June  prompt  sugar  was 
quoted  at  the  very  favourable  price  of  4 r.  60  c.  per  poud  (1/.  85. 
per  cwt.) ; in  a few  days  5 r.  70  c.  per  poud  (1/.  145.  per 
cwt.)  was  obtained,  and  large  profits  were  made  upon  sugar 
which  had  never  left  the  factories.  Various  reasons  are  assigned 
for  rise  in  price,  one  being  that  the  refiners  are  tired  of  receiving 
dividends  less  than  30  per  cent,  to  40  per  cent.,  and  decided  in 
view  of  there  being  a small  reserve  of  prompt  sugar — caused  by 
exportation  of  overplus — to  make  up  their  losses  of  last  year  or 
two  when  dividends  were  under  30  per  cent.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  true  cause  of  speculation  was  the  knowledge  that  more  sugar 
had  been  exported  than  circumstances  justified.  This  fact,  com- 
bined with  the  unfavourable  condition  of  crop  through  long-con- 
tinued drought,  favoured  the  idea  that  beet-crop  would  be  a 
failure,  and  that  scarcely  one  factory  would  have  as  much 
material  as  would  be  worthy  the  name  of  a campaign.”  At  the 
heat  of  the  speculation  there  were  two  days  of  copious  rain,  and 
as  the  hopes  of  the  planter  and  manufacturer  rose  those  of  the 
speculator  fell  in  proportion  to  the  droj)  in  price. 

It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  if  attention  has  again  been  drawn 
to  the  baneful  influence  of  the  ‘‘ring'’  of  sugar  manufacturers  in 
artificially  keeping  up  the  price  of  sugar  upon  the  home  market, 
without  any  consideration  for  the  poor  peasantry,  who  are  thereby 
debarred  from  using  sugar  unless  on  very  rare  occasions.  The 


High  price 
of  sugar 
through 
speculation. 


Baneful 
influence  of 
sugar  ring. 


12 


JIUSSIA. 


local  press  having  again  opened  up  this  question,  it  will  not  be 
out  of*  place  to  give  some  particulars  of  origin  and  working  of 
“ ring.” 

A few  years  ago'  the  price  of  Russian  made  sugar  fell  to 
something  like  the  average  price  ruling  in  Germany,  Austria, 
and  Britain,  where  dividends  of  30  per  cent,  are  considered  as 
scarcely  within  the  range  of  legitimate  manufacture.  The  sugar 
manufacturers  then  decided  to  form  a syndicate,  which  in  turn 
conceived  the  plan  of  exporting  the  over-production  (or  quantity 
produced  over  and  above  that  necessary  for  home  consumption) 
at  a considerable  loss,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  price  of  much 
larger  quantity  consumed  in  the  countr}^.  To  each  factory  was, 
therefore,  allotted  a limit  as  to  its  percentage  of  home  requirements ; 
all  sugar  produced  over  and  above  that  limit  had  to  be  exported 
at  whatever  price  it  might  bring.  Everyone  knew  such  a plan 
was  bound  to  raise  the  price  of  sugar,  and  was  prepared  to  pay  a 
little  more  in  order  to  encourage  the  much  suffering  manufacturer, 
and  foster  the  industry,  more  especially  as  there  was  a saving 
clause  inserted  in  agreement  of  syndicate  to  the  effect  that  should 
price  of  sugar  rise  above  4 r.  50  c.  per  poud  (1/.  7s.  per  cwt.) 
then  export  was  to  cease,  and  foreign  sugar  was  to  be  admitted 
into  the  country  duty  free. 

As  expected,  the  operation  of  the  syndicate  raised  the  dividends 
of  sugar  factories,  but  the  arrangement  to  guard  interests  of  the 
general  consumer  has  been  forgotten. 

Great  consternation  was  caused  a little  over  a year  ago  when 
the  largest  manufacturer  in  llussia,  if  not  in  Europe,  decided  to 
lower  the  price  of  sugar  40  per  cent,  by  the  introduction  of 
improved  machinery  and  raising  the  quality  of  beetroot,  but,  unfor- 
tunately, his  death  occurred  before  the  idea  had  been  carried  out. 

Keeping  in  view  the  famine  of  last  year  and  the  present 
visitation  of  cholera,  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  price  of 
sugar  has  not  been  kept  at  its  lowest  possible  figure.  Unfor- 
tunately the  price  of  sugar  has  considerably  advanced,  not 
altogether  on  account  of  the  unfavourable  beet  harvest,  but 
through  speculation  and  action  of  syndicate  in  yearly  exporting 
what  is  not  required  for  home  consumption ; and  the  question  is 
worth  cojisidering  if  the  time  has  not  come  to  forbid  the 
exportation  of  so-called  “ over-production,^-’  and  to  allow  foreign 
made  sugar  to  enter  free  of  duty.  Otherwise,  should  there  at 
any  time  be  a total  failure  of  beetroot  crop,  Russia  would  be 
entirely  dependent  upon  a foreign  supply. 


Eupatorta. 

Mr.  Consular- Agent  Martin  reports  as  follows : — 

The  whole  of  the  harvest  is  now  gathered  in,  and,  the  grain 
being  warehoused,  no  further  damage  from  the  weather  is  to  be 
feared. 
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The  harvest  can  be  summed  up  as  follows; — 

This,  so  to  say,  the  only  vvTicat  cultivated  in  the  Crimea,  Winter  Avheat. 
has  ^iven  a crop  superior  to  a good  average. 

The  harvest  of  1888,  which  we  take  for  example  as  a good  Harvest, 
one,  as  it  was  better  known  thnn  any  other  for  the  preceding 
30  years,  has  in  certain  |)arts  of  the  district  of  Eupatoria  been 
surpassed  this  year. 

Thus  the  land  bordering  the  sea  between  Akmechet,  47  miles  Average  jield. 
W.N.W.  of  Eupatorin,  and  stretching  out  as  far  as  Old  Fort,  a 
few  miles  east  of  Eupatoria,  has  produced  an  average  of  30-fold 
to  35-fold,  and  that  over  a tract  of  from  8 miles  to  10  miles  from 
the  sea.  What  is  remarkable  is  that  the  soil  there  is  simply 
ploughed  up,  no  cliemical  or  animal  manure  being  added ; its 
natural  strength,  assisted  by  timely  rains,  providing  the  necessary 
materials. 

Before  sowing  wheat  the  land  is  ploughed  in  April  or  May.  Sowing 

At  first  the  land  is  ploughed  to  the  depth  of  from  7 inches  to  operations. 

9 inches,  then  again  in  July,  but  more  lightly,  and  lastly  in  August 
or  beginning  of  September,  when  the  seed  is  sown. 

In  the  interior  the  harvest  has  given  on  an  average  from  Harvest  in 
15-fold  to  18-fold,  and  as  it  was  reaped  and  threshed  daring  interior, 
exceptionally  fine  weather  no  losses  nor  disappointments  were 
experienced. 

The  harvest  in  the  district  traversed  by  the  Lozovo-Sevastopol 
llailway  is  much  inferior,  but  still  it  is  an  average  one. 

In  the  district  of  Perecop,  on  the  other  hand,  the  crops  are  bad, 
and  in  that  of  Theodosia  medium. 

Very  good  harvest,  but  the  grain  has,  in  many  localities,  lost  Barley, 
in  colour  owing  to  the  rains  which  followed  the  threshing  of 
wheat. 

The  weight  of  barley  Is  on  an  average  381  lbs.  to  387*50  lbs.  Weight 
per  quarter;  a good  weight  and  seldom  surpassed.  barley. 

The  barley  for  brewing,  cultivated  only  in  a few’  German 
colonies,  has  quite  succeeded,  its  colour  is  w^ell  preserved  and  it 
weighs  about  425  lbs.  per  quarter. 

Is  an  entire  failure.  The  drought  hindered  the  growth  of  the  Linseed, 
seed,  and  when  the  rains,  which  came  rather  late,  gave  a rapid 
growth  to  the  grain,  they  were  choked  by  w’ceds. 

Other  grains,  such  as  maize,  are  of  too  little  importance  here 
to  be  wmrthy  of  mention. 
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Mr.  Scott  to  the  Earl  of  llosehery. 

My  Lord,  Berne,  October  3,  J892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  herewith,  a Report  which  has 
been  carefully  prepared  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  Second  Secretary- to 
Her  Majesty’s  Legation,  on  the  Commerce,  Industry  and  Agri- 
‘Culture  of  Switzerland  for  the  year  1891. 

I venture  to  call  special  attention  to  the  interesting  information 
which  Mr.  Buchanan  has  collected  respecting  the  working  and 
results  of  the  Co-operative  Unions,  recently  started  in  this  countiy, 
for  Improving  the  Breed  and  Production  of  Cattle,  which  I cannot 
help  thinking  may  be  of  some  service  to  authorities  interested  in 
fostering  local  industries,  especially  in  Ireland. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  S.  SCOTT. 


Report  for  the  Year  1891  on  the  Trade  and  Agriculture  of 
Switzerland. 
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General 
character  of 
the  year. 


Value  of 
imports  and 
exports. 


General  fall 
in  prices. 


The  year  1891  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  one  of  commercial 
prosperity  for  this  country.  To  the  majority  of  Swiss  industries 
it  proved  unsatisfactory  ; to  some  it  brought  losses  and  almost 
ruin ; while  it  will  be  remembered  but  by  few  as  a I'eally  good 
business  year.  The  exceptionally  long  winter  had  absorbed  the 
savings  of  small  incomes  and  prejudiced  the  sale  of  spring 
materials  and  specialities,,  while  a wet  summer  destroyed  the 
hopes  of  the  agriculturists  and  inflicted  serious  loss  on  all  engaged 
in  the  important  Fremden  Industrie.”  The  harvest  was  bad; 
rain  interfered  with  the  haymaking,  and  did  extensive  damage  to 
the  potato  crop,  on  which  the  Swiss  peasants  depend  to  so  great 
an  extent  for  food.  The  vintage  and  the  fruit  crop  were  aisa 
below  the  average.  Cattle  breeding,  on  the  other  hand,  proved 
an  exception  to  the  general  depression  which  marked  the  other 
branches  of  agriculture,  and  good  prices  were  obtained  from 
abroad  for  cattle  of  the  best  Swiss  breeds. 

Trade  and  industries  generally  suffered  in  consequence  of  the 
diminished  demand  for  goods  in  the  home  market,  while  the  effect 
of  the  McKinley  tariff  and  the  over-production  of  1889  told 
heavily  against  them  in  their  dealings  with  foreign  countries. 

The  value  of  the  imports,  exclusive  of  specie  and  of  the 
transit  trade,  amounted  to  37,295,645^.,  a decrease  of  875,285/. 
on  1890,  and  that  of  the  exports  to  26,874,677/.,  a decrease  of 
1,237,842/.;  while,  if  the  transit  trade  and  specie — of  which 
1,994,208/.  were  imported  and  1,279,587/.  exported — be  included, 
the  total  value  of  the  general  trade  of  the  country  was 
57,798,369/.  for  imports  and  47,465,339/.  for  exports. 

Although,  however,  the  value  of  the  imports  thus  decreased 
by  over  875,000/.,  the  actual  amount  of  goods  imported  was  not 
far  below  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  decreased  value 
resulting  from  the  general  fall  in  prices  was  as  follows  in  the 
undermentioned  classes  of  goods  imported  : — 


Note. — The  quintal — the  measure  used  by  the  Federal  Customs  Department 
and  quoted  in  the  present  Report— is  equal  to  100  kilos.,  or  224  lbs. 
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Raw  silk 

730,000 

Cotton  wool 

193,000 

Raw  „ 

64,000 

Iron 

..  101,000 

Wine  . . . . 

268,000 

Yegetables 

54,000 

Depression  of  trade  in  the  watchmaking  and  cotton  industries  Causes  of 
caused  a decrease  of  400,000^.  in  the  importation  of  gold,  and  of 
130,000/.  in  that  of  cotton,  wliile  the  value  of  the  cattle  imported  iadustries. 
fell  off  by  500,000/.,  and  that  of  tobacco  by  200,000/. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  importation  of  wheat  increased  by 
464,000/.,  of  flour  by  71,000/.,  of  potatoes  by  32,500/.,  and  of 
alcohol  by  30,000/. 

As  regards  the  export  trade,  the  McKinley  tariff  was  chiefly 
responsible  for  the  diminution  of  over  439,000/.  in  the  value  of 
the  exports  to  the  United  States.  The  political  and  financial 
confusion  existing  in  the  South  American  Kepublics  accounted 
for  the  great  reduction  in  the  value  of  the  goods  exported  to  those 
countries,  while  business  with  the  east  was  seriously  prejudiced 
by  the  depreciation  of  silver. 

The  exports  to  Great  Britain,  however,  increased  by  over 
250,000/.,  and  those  to  Spain,  the  Balkan  States,  Asia  Minor, 

Dutch  India,  and  Australia  made  steady  progress. 

The  embroidery  industry  of  Eastern  Switzerland  suffered  the 
most  from  the  effects  of  the  McKinley  tariff,  the  single  article 
^Grimmings — insertions”  showing  a falling-off  of  470,000/.  in  the 
value  of  its  exports.  The  Basle  ‘^chappe  ” and  ribbon  industries 
were  also  seriously  affected,  the  value  of  the  goods  exported  by 
the  former  decreasing  by  360,000/.,  and  by  the  latter  by  92,000/. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  the  cheese 
industry  and  cattle  breeding  are  the  most  important  branches  of 
agriculture. 

During  the  past  year  255,816  animals  of  all  kinds,  of  a total  Returns  of  the 
value  of  1,934,262/.,  being  505,977/.  less  than  in  1890,  were  cattle  trade, 
imported  into  Switzerland,  while  60,481,  valuing  593,216/. — a 
decrease  of  56,224/. — were  exported. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  head  and  value  of  the 
more  important  branches  of  this  trade : — 

Impoeted. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Head. 

Value. 

Difference  with 
1890. 

Bulls,  oxen  for  slaughter. . 

40,799 

£ 

866,376 

£ 

- 115,082 

„ „ farming  purposes 

6,117 

118,836 

- 31,516 

Cows,  heifers  for  slaughter 

2,824 

35,402 

- 65,548 

„ „ farming  purposes 

10,400 

149,507 

- 60,493 

Young  cattle 

24,472 

122,267 

9,761 

Pigs 

86,296 

324,662 

- 224,811 

Sheep  and  goats  . . . . . . 

70,031 

87,212 

- 6,288 

(1416) 
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Importation 
of  fresli  and 
preserved 
meat. 


Contagious 
diseases  in 
cattle. 


Encourage- 
ment of 
agriculture 
and  cattle 
breeding. 


Yield  of 
harvest. 


Exported. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Head. 

Yalue. 

Difference  with 
1890. 

Bulls,  oxen  for  slaughter. . 

522 

£ 

8,493 

£ 

13,095 

„ „ farming  purposes 

1,489 

34,206 

— 

13,620 

Cows,  heifers  for  slaughter 

7,064 

110,056 

— 

] 9,944 

„ „ farming  purposes 

15,376 

273,108 

+ 

11,485 

Young  cattle 

23,149 

88,768 

— 

20,573 

3,092 

Pigs  

8,465 

4,340 

— 

Sheep  and  goats  ..  .. 

5,640 

4,845 

+ 

815 

Fresh  meat  to  the  value  of  78,762/. — being  17,532/.  more  than 
in  1890 — was  imported  from  France  and  Germany,  and  smoked, 
salted,  and  tinned  meat,  chiefly  from  America,  was  imported  to 
the  value  of  108,877/.,  an  increase  of  12,505/.  on  the  preceding 
year. 

Austria,  Hungary,  France,  and  Italy  supplied  the  greater 
number  of  the  cattle  imported  for  slaughter,  while  those  imported 
from  Germany  were  chiefly  used  for  farming  purposes. 

There  was  a large  increase  during  the  year  in  the  cases  of 
contagious  diseases  in  cattle.  The  cases  of  foot  and  mouth  disease 
increased  from  13,492  in  the  preceding  year  to  28,439,  and  other 
diseases  showed  also  a considerable  increase,  especially  swine 
fever  (“  rouget  du  pore  ^0,  the  number  of  cases  being  1,178,  as 
against  733  in  1890.  The  cases  of  pleuro-pneumonia,  on  the 
other  hand,  fell  from  47  to  9.  The  spread  of  foot  and  mouth 
disease  was  attributed  to  the  frequent  importation  of  diseased 
cattle  from  Austria-Hungary  and  Italy,  owing  to  the  defective 
application  of  the  quarantine  regulations  at  the  frontier  custom 
houses,  and  in  the  month  of  March  the  Government  was  obliged 
to  close  its  frontiers  to  the  importation  of  cattle  for  farming 
purposes,  while  stringent  regulations  were  laid  down  respecting 
the  importation  of  those  destined  for  slaughter.  The  effect  of 
these  precautionary  measures  proved  most  salutary,  and  the  inter- 
diction was  eventually  raised  for  French  and  German  cattle, 
though  it  remained  in  force  till  the  end  of  the  year  against  cattle 
imported  from  Austria-Hungary  and  Italy. 

The  grants  accorded  by  the  Confederation  during  the  year  for 
the  encouragement  of  cattle  breeding  amounted  to  7,640/.,  while 
the  cantons  contributed  about  10,000/.  to  the  same  object.  A 
further  sum  of  23,474/.  was  expended  by  the  Confederation  in 
grants  to  horticultural  schools,  dairy  schools,  and  towards  the 
encouragement  of  agriculture,  and  7,400/.  were  contributed 
towards  the  encouragement  of  horse  breeding. 

The  harvest  last  year  was  considerably  below  the  average,  the 
total  yield  being  : — 
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Quantity. 

Articles. 

1891. 

Difference  with 

1890. 

Wheat 

Quintals. 

645,000 

Quintals. 

- 455,000 

Lye  

300,000 

- 200,000 

Oats 

800,000 

+ 690,000 

Maize  and  barley 

250,000 

The  same. 

The  total  yield  was  thus  1,995,000  quintals,  of  which  the 
estimated  value  was  1,600,000/.,  as  against  1,800,000/.  in  1890. 

The  long  and  severe  wunter  caused  great  damage  to  the  wheat 
and  rye  crops,  which  had  in  many  parts  of  the  country  to  be 
ploughed  up  in  the  spring  and  replaced  by  oats.  In  May  and 
June  the  weather  was  favourable,  but  the  frequent  storms  of  July 
and  August  did  much  damage,  and  the  quality  of  the  grain  was, 
as  a rule,  very  inferior.  The  potato  crop  was  bad,  both  as  regards 
quality  and  quantity,  and  the  importation  of  breadstuffs  will 
probably  be  greater  in  consequence  during  the  current  year. 

The  importation  of  cereals  was  as  follows : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Difference 
with  1890. 

Value. 

Difference 
with  1890. 

Wheat  .« 

Quintals. 

3,427,717 

Quintals. 

+ 125,275 

£ 

3,496,271 

£ 

+ 464,809 

Eye 

, , 

31,992 

- 13,367 

23,001 

- 6,030 

Oats 

554,551 

+ 71,090 

421,659 

+ 58,791 

Barley  . . 

135,504 

- 8,369 

130,081 

- 10,719 

Maize  . . 

346,019 

257,869 

- 3,059 

256,054 

+ 17,373 

Flour  , . 

+ 47,692 

379,665 

+ 71.275 

Malt 

270,578 

+ 37,641 

341,357 

+ 47,856 

Total 

•• 

•• 

5,024,230 

+ 256,903 

5,048,088 

+ 643,355 

Of  the  wheat  imported  Eussia  supplied  about  2,225,000 
quintals  ; Austria-Hungary,  882,000  quintals ; Eoumania,  300,000 
quintals ; and  America  the  rest. 

The  price  of  wheat  was  lowest  in  January,  when  best  Hun- 
garian, Eoumanian,  and  Russian  was  quoted  at  24  fr.  per  quintal, 
wdule  in  the  middle  of  the  year  best  Hungarian  advanced  to  30  fr., 
and  Russian  to  28  fr.  per  quintal.  The  average  price  throughout 
the  year  was  27  fr.  to  27  fr.  50  c.,  as  against  23  fr.  50  c.  to 
24  fr.  50  c.  in  1890.  The  price  of  rye  was  relatively  high, 
varying  from  19  fr.  to  22  fr.  The  poorness  of  the  American 
maize  harvest  of  1890  caused  its  price  to  rise  from  16  fr.  to  17  fr. 
in  January  to  21  fr.  to  22  fr.  in  June.  Oats  maintained  a good 
price  throughout  the  year. 

The  chief  feature  in  the  corn  trade  was  the  large  importation 
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of  Kussian  wheat,  which  far  exceeded  that  of  any  previous 
year. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  stock  of  cereals  of  all  kinds 
stored  in  the  principal  granaries  throughout  the  country  amounted 
to  768,000  quintals^  as  against  528,000  quintals  at  the  end  of 
1890. 

The  rise  in  the  price  of  milk  caused  increased  activity  in  all 
branches  of  the  milk  industry.  Butter  to  the  amount  of  4.3,983/., 
or  19,190/.  more  than  in*  1890,  was  exported  chiefly  to  France, 
while  the  value  of  the  condensed  milk  exported  rose  to  594,236/., 
an  increase  of  64,440/.  Of  this  amount  Great  Britain  took 
509,325/.,  or  59,060/.  more  than  in  1890. 

The  value  of  the  cheese  exported  also  increased  by  16,268/., 
amounting  to  1,544,555/.,  although  the  actual  quantity  exported 
was  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Considerable  prejudice  is,  it 
is  said,  being  caused  to  the  Swiss  cheese  industry  by  the  fact 
that  the  efforts  of  the  manufacturers  are  directed  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  greatest  possible  quantity  rather  than  to  the  main- 
tenance of  that  high  standard  of  excellence  to  which  the  Gruyk'e 
and  Emmenthal  cheeses  owe  their  reputation  abroad.  The 
ultimate  results  of  such  a policy  cannot  fail  to  be  disastrous,  and 
steps  are  being  taken  to  bring  its  shortsightedness  home  to  the 
minds  of  the  manufacturers.  The  protective  tariffs  now  in  force 
in  most  of  the  neighbouring  countries  having  encouraged  foreign 
imitations  of  the  inferior  sorts  of  Swiss  cheeses,  the  demand  for 
these  latter  is  gradually  falling  off.  It  is,  therefore,  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  the  Emmenthal  and  Gruyere  cheeses  should  not, 
through  any  want  of  care  in  their  preparation,  lose  the  superior 
quality  and  flavour  which  have  hitherto  secured  them  a monopoly 
in  nearly  all  foreign  markets. 

The  question  of  the  import  duties  levied  by  foreign  countries 
on  cheese  naturally  engaged  the  serious  attention  of  the  Swiss 
delegates  during  the  recent  commercial  negotiations.  They  were 
eventually  successful  in  reducing  the  German  duty  from  11.  to 
15s.  per  quintal,  and  in  resisting  all  attempts  to  raise  the  duties 
levied  by  Austria  and  Italy.  It  is  confidently  hoped  that  the 
best  Swiss  cheeses  will  maintain  their  position  in  the  German 
and  Austrian  markets,  and  that  Italy  will  continue  to  be  a good 
customer  in  spite  of  the  increasing  manufacture  of  her  cheap 
native  cheeses.  The  importation  to  France,  which  last  year 
amounted  to  over  438,000/.,  will  be  seriously  affected  by  the 
high  rates  of  the  new  tariff,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
even  the  slight  reduction  conceded  by  the  recently  concluded 
commercial  arrangement  with  that  country  will  be  ratified  by  the 
Erench  Chambers. 

The  question  of  the  condition  of  the  agricultural  class  in  this 
country  has  of  late  years  attracted  much  attention,  and  has  even 
excited  a certain  feeling  of  uneasiness.  The  number  of  emi- 
grants from  the  agricultural  districts  has  for  some  time  past  been 
steadily  increasing,  while  the  indebtedness  of  the  peasant  pro- 
prietors throughout  the  country  has  assumed  very  serious  pro- 
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portions.  The  report  forwarded  by  Her  Majesty’s  Legation  on 
this  subject  in  the  year  1890  explained  how  the  peasant  pro- 
prietor is  often  forced  to  exhaust  his  resources  and  credit  in 
order  to  enter  into  possession  of  his  holding,  and  how  he  has 
consequently  to  commence  farming  without  a proper  working 
capital  or  reserve  fund.  Of  a naturally  conservative  disposition 
he  is  loath  to  abandon  that  branch  of  agriculture  to  which  he  and 
his  fathers  before  him  have  been  trained,  and  he  continues  tlie 
cultivation  of  cereals  in  spite  of  the  foreign  competition  whicli 
makes  it  every  year  less  profitable  to  him.  Unless,  therefore,  he 
is  able  to  supplement  the  modest  income  which  he  extracts  from 
his  small  holding  by  the  practice  of  some  house  industry,  he  is 
too  often  driven  to  seek  a livelihood  in  some  industrial  centre  at 
home  or  to  emigrate  to  South  America. 


In  the  year  1888  an  experiment  was  tried  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  town  of  Berne  with  the  object  of  improving  the  condition  of 
small  peasant  proprietors  by  enabling  them  to  turn  their  attention 
to  a branch  of  agriculture  which  had  previously  been  beyond  their 
means.  The  example  then  set  has  since  been  followed,  not  only 
in  other  districts  of  the  canton  of  Berne  but  also  in  several  of  the 
other  agricultural  cantons,  so  that  an  account  of  its  operations 
may  not  be  out  of  place  in  a report  on  Swiss  agriculture. 

The  initiative  in  the  original  movement  was  taken  by  i\f.  de 
Wattenwyl,  a large  landed  proprietor  of  the  canton,  and  a recog- 
nised authority  on  all  agricultural  matters.  In  a series  of 
pamphlets  on  the  subject  of  recent  agricultural  depression,  its 
causes  and  its  possible  remedies,  he  directed  public  attention  to 
the  fact  that  as  milk  constitutes  the  principal  source  of  the  peasants’ 
wealth  it  is  only  by  raising  its  price  above  its  present  very  low 
figure  that  the  material  condition  of  the  agricultural  class  can 
really  be  improved.  Examining  next  the  various  purposes  to 
wdiich  milk  may  be  applied  he  proceeded  to  Inquire  which  of  them 
was  the  most  likely  to  bring  about  this  desired  result  and  to 
prove  the  most  profitable  in  the  long  run.  The  sale  of  milk  in 
its  fresh  state  being  naturally  limited  it  has  either  to  be  exported 
in  the  form  of  cheese  and  of  condensed  milk,  or  to  be  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  rearing  cattle  for  exportation. 

If  manufactured  into  cheese  the  farmer  must  be  prepared  to 
face  foreign  competition  and  high  protective  duties,  and  the  con- 
sequent danger  of  a fall  in  prices.  A fall  of  only  5 per  cent, 
means  an  annual  loss  of  50,000/.  to  the  Swiss  exporters,  and 
although  only  one-fifth  of  the  total  milk  produce  of  the  country 
is  at  present  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese  for  abroad, 
the  j)rice  of  milk  nevertheless  depends  directly  on  that  of  cheese, 
and  a fall  in  the  price  of  the  latter  will  inevitably  entail  a similar 
fall  in  its  price. 

ISl.  de  \Yattenwyl,  therefore,  while  warmly  advocating  the 
encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of  first-class  cheeses  as  likely 
to  maintain  and  even  raise  the  price  of  milk,  would  rather  dis- 
courage the  manufacture  of  the  inferior  sorts,  and  would  reserve 
the  milk  that  they  absorb  for  the  peasants  own  consumption, 
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in  order  to  keep  np  tlic  standard  of  national  pliysique,  wliiclv 
according  to  recent  experiences  with  newly-joined  recruits^  wonld 
appear  to  be  in  danger  of  deteriorating  in  consequence  of  in- 
suMicient  nourishment. 

The  manufacture  of  condensed  milk,  to  which  such  an- 
impetus  has  been  given  by  the  drawback  allowed  on  all  sugar 
contained  in  it,  deserves,  in  M.  de  Wattenwyl’s  opinion,  every 
encouragement  as  tending  directly  to  raise  the  price  of  iniik. 

It  is,  however,  in  the  increased  employment  of  milk  for  the 
purpose  of  cattle  rearing  that  M.  de  Wattenwyl  sees  the  best 
hope  of  improving  the  position  of  the  peasant  proprietor.  In  this 
branch  of  agriculture  Switzerland  possesses  a monopoly  which  no 
foreign  protective  duties  can  ever  deprive  her  of.  The  parti- 
coloured or  spotted  Simmenthal  breed  is  held  in  the  highest  esti- 
mation by  farmers  of  the  neighbouring  countries.  The  cows  are 
famed  both  for  the  quality  and  quantity  of  their  milk,  and  the 
cattle  in  general  are  prized  on  account  of  their  splendid  consti- 
tution and  their  excellence  for  draught  and  fattening  purposes^^ 
Large  numbers  of  them  are  annually  imported  into  Germany,. 
Hungary,  and  Italy  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  native 
breeds;  but  as  after  the  third  or  fourth  generation  the  qualities 
peculiar  to  the  Swiss  race  disappear  under  the  influences  of  food 
and  climate,  it  is  always  necessary  to  renew  the  stock  by  fresh 
importations.  The  Swiss  farmer,  therefore,  need  be  under  no 
apprehension  of  a sudden  cessation  of  the  demand. 

It  is  only,  however,  quite  recently  that  serious  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  important  question  of  selection  in  breeding.  The 
small  peasant  proprietor  with  but  one  or  two  cows  would,  as  a 
rule,  avail  himself  of  the  services  of  the  nearest  bull  without 
satisfying  himself  as  to  the  animal’s  qualifleations,  while  the  well- 
to-do  farmer  with  a stable  full  of  cows  and  a bull  of  his  own 
would  but  seldom  pay  the  price  of  a really  first-class  breeding 
bull.  Herd  books  were,  moreover,  but  little  known,  and  foreign' 
purchasers  were  often  discouraged  by  the  fact  of  not  being  able 
to  verify  the  pedigree  of  the  animals  which  they  might  otherwise 
have  purchased. 

The  remedy  for  this  state  of  things  was,  M.  de  Wattenwyl 
considered,  to  be  found  in  the  introduction  of  the  principle  of 
co-operation  into  the  field  of  agriculture,  and  in  the  year  1888  he 
succeeded  in  starting  not  far  from  the  town  of  Berne  two 
“ Viehzuchtgenossenschaften,^’  or  cattle  breeding  syndicates. 

The  object  of  these  syndicates  is  defined  in  the  first  article  of 
their  statutes : — 

To  endeavour  to  meet  the  demands  of  foreign  dealers,  and 
by  so  doing  to  secure  larger  profits  to  the  native  cattle-breeders  by 
the.  purchase  of  a thoroughbred  bull  and  cows  of  the  purest 
Simmenthal  breed,  by  exercising  the  greatest  care  in  the  selection 
and  treatment  of  the  parent  cattle  and  their  offspring  by  rearing 
the  young  cattle  on  the  most  rational  principles,  and  by  insti- 
tuting a herd  book  for  the  inscription  of  the  selected  animals.” 

The  capital  of  one  of  these  societies  is  composed  of  21.  shares. 
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of  the  fees  charged  for  the  services  of  the  bull  and  for  tbe  regis- 
tration of  the  selected  cattle  in  the  herd  book,  and  of  subventions 
granted  by  the  Confederation,  Canton,  and  Commune. 

Every  member  on  entering  into  the  society  has  to  become  a 
shareholder  and  to  sign  the  statutes.  If  convicted  of  a breach  of 
any  regulation,  or  of  neglect  in  the  treatment  of  his  cattle,  he  is 
liable  to  expulsion,  Avhile  his  cattle  have  their  names  erased  from 
tlie  herd  book.  Members  wishing  to  retire  from  the  society  are 
at  liberty  to  do  so  at  the  end  of  each  year,  provided  that  three 
months^  notice  be  previously  given  in  writing. 

The  administrative  machinery  of  the  society  is  in  the  hands  The  ad- 
of  a committee,  consisting  of  a president,  vice-president,  secretary,  ^ 

and  accountant,  and  of  a board  of  experts  composed  of  three 
members  and  two  substitutes.  Election  to  this  board  is  obligatory, 
and  on  the  efficiency  of  its  members  depends  the  success  or 
failure  of  the  whole  enterprise.  It  is  they  who  have  to  purchase 
the  bull  and  to  decide  on  the  merits  of  each  animal  submitted 
for  registration  in  the  herd  book,  the  right  of  inscription  being 
limited  to  those  that  are  thoroughbred  Simmenthalers.  They 
have,  moreover,  to  annex  to  each  entry  a minute  description  of 
llie  animal  entered,  of  his  good  or  bad  points,  and  of  his  various 
rjualities  or  defects,  and,  finally,  they  have  to  pay  periodical  visits 
of  inspection  to  the  farms  of  each  individual  member  in  order  to 
see  that  all  the  cattle  entered  in  the  herd  book  are  properly 
cared  for. 

There  is  an  annual  general  meeting  of  the  shareholders  for  the  Annual 
purpose  of  electing  the  various  officers  of  the  society  ; of  passing  general 
the  accounts;  of  sanctioning  any  special  item  of  proposed  ex- 
penditure;  of  altering  the  statutes,  or,  if  necessary,  of  deciding 
the  question  of  the  dissolution  of  the  society.  All  disputes, 
either  between  individual  members  or  any  member  and  the  society, 
are  settled  by  arbitration.  A show  of  the  society's  cattle  is  held 
once  every  year  with  the  object  of  encouraging  a feeling  of 
emulation  among  the  different  owners,  and  of  giving  the  Expert 
Committee  an  opportunity  of  submitting  the  entire  herd  to  a 
careful  examination. 

The  use  of  the  society’s  bull  is  reserved  exclusively  to  members 
of  the  society,  the  cows  entered  in  the  herd  book  having  the  first 
call  on  his  services. 

Every  member  must,  before  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  Principles  or 
the  time  of  his  joining  the  society,  be  possessed  of  at  least  one 
thorough-bred  cow  qualified  for  entry  in  the  herd  book,  while  all  breeding  is 
are  expected  to  promote  the  aims  of  the  society  by  keeping  as  conducted, 
many  such  cows  as  they  can  afford.  The  principle  that  large 
eventual  profits  are  to  be  preferred  to  small  immediate  gains  is 
followed  out  as  far  as  possible,  and  members  are  therefore  dis- 
couraged from  parting  with  any  animal  of  peculiar  promise  for 
breeding  purposes,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  any  serious  blemish 
or  defect  in  a cow  disqualifies  her  for  use  for  purposes  of 
breeding. 
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All  cattle  entered  in  the  herd  book  are  branded  with  the 
society’s  mark. 

Where  there  are  several  societies  established  in  the  same 
district,  it  is  proposed  to  amalgamate  them  into  a Berggenos- 
senschaft,”  or  Alpine  pasture  society,  in  order  to  provide  summer 
pastures  for  the  young*  cattle. 

As  some  of  the  poorer  members  of  these  societies  often  find  it 
difficult  to  procure  the  purchase-money  of  a thoroughbred  cow,  a 
system  of  loan  banks  is  being  organised,  which  will  not  only  make 
advances  for  this  purpose  to  individual  members,  but  will  also 
advance  to  the  different  societies  the  funds  required  for  the 
purchase  of  Alpine  pastures  or  for  other  objects  of  extraordinary 
expenditure.  They  will  further  undertake  the  duty  of  advertising 
the  societies’  cattle  abroad,  and  of  communicating  notices  of 
sales,  &c.,  to  foreign  dealers. 

Since  the  year  1888  77  of  these  co-operative  cattle-breeding 
societies  have  been  established  in  different  parts  of  Switzerland. 
In  the  canton  of  Berne  there  are  now  28;  in  the  canton  of 
Zurich  14;  in  the  canton  of  Lucerne  11;  in  the  canton  of 
Fribourg  11 ; 11  also  in  Aargau,  3 in  V'aud,  and  1 in  Thurgau. 

The  majority  of  them,  like  the  two  original  societies,  confine 
their  efforts  to  the  breeding  of  cattle  of  the  Sirnmenthal  race,  but 
in  29  of  their  number  preference  is  given  to  the  brown  or  turf 
breed,  which  is  found  chiefly  in  the  cantons  of  Schwyz,  Lucerne, 
Zurich,  &c. 

Considering  the  short  time  that  has  elapsed  since  these 
societies  were  first  started,  great  progress  has  been  made  towards 
the  realisation  of  the  aims  of  their  promoters.  By  the  com- 
bination of  capital,  labour,  and  intelligence  the  defects  of  the 
system  of  small  holdings  have  been  largely  counteracted,  while  by 
the  substitution  of  co-operation  for  individual  effort,  results  which 
had  previously  seemed  unattainable  are  being  quietly  and 
gradually  brought  about.  In  districts  where  these  societies  have 
been  established  the  Swiss  peasant  has  now  placed  within  his 
reach  the  means  of  enriching  himself  to  an  extent  which  was 
formerly  impossible  when  he  was  content  to  dispose  of  the  greater 
portion  of  his  milk  to  the  cheese  factories  at  the  not  unusual  price 
of  10  c.  or  11c.  the  litre  (about  Id.  0*88  quart).  As  the  numbers 
of  these  societies  increase,  the  benefits  which  they  have  already 
conferred  in  certain  districts  will  become  more  general,  and  the 
amelioration  of  the  lot  of  the  small  peasant  proprietors  through- 
out the  country  will,  it  is  confidently  hoped,  be  worked  out  to  no 
small  extent  through  their  agency. 

The  care  bestowed  on  the  purchase  of  the  bull  and  in  the 
selection  of  the  cows  employed  for  breeding  purposes  has  produced 
the  most  satisfactory  results  as  regards  the  standard  of  excellence 
in  the  young  cattle,  while  the  strict  manner  in  which  all  inferior 
animals  are  excluded  from  inscription  in  the  herd  books  has 
inspired  confidence  in  the  foreign  dealers  and  considerably  raised 
the  value  of  the  cattle  belonging  to  the  various  societies. 

Calves  of  8 days  old  have  already  advanced  in  price  from 
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1/.  125.  to  4/.  and  6/.  and  even  SI.,  while  calves  in  the  sixth  month  High  prices 
have  fetched  16^.,  24/.,  and  sometimes  as  much  as  40/.  or  48/.  paid  for 

It  is  Ivoped  that  when  this  movement,  which  has  already  made  , 

such  rapid  progress,  has  extended  itself  over  the  whole  country,  fusion  of  the 
a fusion  of  the  herd  books  of  the  individual  societies  may  be  different 
gradually  effected  and  may  lead  to  the  creation  of  a single  herd  books, 
book  for  each  canton,  and  eventually  to  one  for  the  whole  of 
Switzerland. 

To  resume,  however,  the  examination  of  the  trade  returns  for  Articles  of 
the  year  1891,  we  find  that,  among  other  articles  of  food  J^urtn 
imported,  the  following  were  the  more  important : — y^ar.  ^ 


Articles. 

Yalue, 

Difference 
with  1889. 

Sources  of  Supply. 

Coffee  . . 

£ 

758,461 

£ 

- 10,640 

Brazil,  France,  and  Holland 

Sugar  . . 

731,590 

- 19,867 

France,  Austria-Hungary, 

Eggs 

231,700 

+ 4,046 

and  Germany 

Austria-Hungary  and  Italy 

Poultry  and  game  . . 

200,230 

- 7,513 

France  and  Italy 

Butter.. 

123,633 

- 21,564 

France  and  Austria-Hungary 

Margarine 

29,916 

- 5,232 

jlustria  and  Germany 

Cocoa  .. 

123,496 

+ 18,360 

France,  Brazil,  and  Central 

Potatoes 

117,223 

+ 32,436 

America 

Germany  and  France 

Fresh  vegetables 

117,602 

- 53,676 

Germany 

Lard  . . 

100,701 

- 17,830 

United  State? 

Tea 

37,560 

420 

Germany  and  Great  Britain 

The  quantity  of  coffee  imported,  of  which  more  than  one-third 
was  supplied  by  Brazil,  was  6,695  quintals  more  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  but,  owing  to  the  fall  in  price,  its  value  is  returned 
at  10,060/.  less.  The  cocoa  imported  is  chiefl}'  raw  cocoa  for 
manufacturing  purposes,  the  value  of  the  chocolate  exported 
being  93,924/.,  or  15,454/.  more  than  in  1890. 

The  value  of  the  wine,  spirits,  beer,  tobacco,  &c.,  imported  Returns  of 
was  as  follows  : — the  wine  and 

spirit  trade. 


ilrticles. 

Value. 

Difference 
with  1890. 

Sources  of  Supply. 

Wine  in  casks 

£ 

1,329,562 

£ 

- 12,012 

Italy,  France,  Spain,  and 

„ bottles 

52,758 

+ 6,462 

Austria-Hungary 

France 

Spirits 

162,296 

+ 46,827 

Austria-Hungary  and  Ger- 

Denaturalised  spirits. . 

46,843 

•f  16,996 
+ 902 

Austria-Hungary 

Liqueurs,  Vermouth,&c. 

15,550 

France 

Beer  . . * . . 

53,621 

- 3,956 

Germany 

Raw  tobacco  . . 

176,599 

- 206,553 

Germany 

Manufactured  tobacco 

4,090 

77,824 

+ 340 

Germany 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

- 11,376 

Germany 
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and  ust  lies. 


.Silk  trade. 


V 


Silk  throwing 
ind'jstry. 


Basle  ribbon 
Industry. 


•Silk  stuffa. 


The  total  value  of  the  beer,  wine,  spirits,  &c.,  exported, 
chiefly  to  France,  was  138,395/.,  and  that  of  cigars  and  cigarettes, 
chiefly  to  France,  Great  Britain,  and  Belgium,  78,437/. 

Tiie  great  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  tobacco  imported 
resulted  from  the  unusually  large  importation  of  the  preceding 
year.  The  value  of  the  cigars  and  cigarettes  exported  also  fell 
off  by  47,928/. 

Tlie  textile  industries  in  general  were  seriously  affected  by  the 
heavy  fall  in  the  price  of  all  raw  materials  and  of  all  manufactured 
articles  from  the  commonest  yarns  to  the  richest  stuffs.  The 
actual  quantity  of  raw  silk  and  of  combed  wool  imported  and  of 
^^trarne'’^  exported  was  indeed  greater  than  in  the  preceding 
year,  but  the  returns  of  the  values  of  the  textiles  imported  and 
exported  show  a marked  falling  off.  Moreover,  the  McKinley 
Tariff  in  the  United  States,  political  and  financial  troubles  in 
South  America,  and  the  depreciation  of  silver  in  the  extreme  east 
all  combined  to  cause  a diminished  export  of  textile  goods. 

The  silk  trade,  indeed,  did  not  suffer  from  the  same  fluctua- 
tions of  prices  which  marked  the  year  1890,  but  with  the 
exception  of  the  months  of  April  and  November  when  there 
seemed  some  prospect  of  an  improvement,  there  was  a gradual 
but  continual  fall  in  prices.  The  value  of  the  silk  im])orted 
amounted  to  5,239,225/,,  having  fallen  off  by  410,533/.,  while  the 
value  of  that  exported,  which  amounted  to  7,631,180/.,  also 
decreased  by  340,440/. 

The  want  of  confidence  in  the  stability  of  prices  and  the 
uncertainty  occasioned  by  the  pending  commercial  negotiations 
told  heavily  against  the  silk  throwing  industry.  Changes  in 
fashion  moreover  caused  a decreased  demand  for  silk  threads  for 
embroideries,  fringes,  laces,  &c.  The  reduction  of  the  German 
import  duty  from  1,«?.  5c/.  to  Is,  4c/.  per  kilo,  is  not  considered 
sufficient  to  produce  any  real  amelioration  of  the  situation,  while 
the  high  rates  of  the  French  tariff  are  virtually  prohibitive. 

The  Basle  ribbon  industry  also  suffered  very  severely  during 
the  past  year.  In  addition  to  the  stagnation  caused  by  the  over- 
production of  1889,  the  absence  of  any  decided  fashion  in  ribbons 
gave  rise  to  a fatal  uncertainty  which  rendered  foreign  firms 
chary  of  giving  orders,  and  the  demand  throughout  the  year  was 
never  sufficient  to  keep  the  factories  in  emjfloyinent.  Large 
orders  for  black  ribbons  for  the  spring  were  indeed  received  from 
America,  but  the  price  at  which  they  were  offered  was  so  low 
that  they  were  only  accepted  in  the  absence  of  other  business. 

The  treaties  recently  concluded  with  Germany  and  Austria* 
tiungary  have  not  benefited  the  ribbon  industry,  and  the  reduc- 
tions of  duty  obtained  by  the  commercial  arrangement  with 
France,  which  has,  however,  yet  to  be  ratified  by  the  French 
Chambers,  are  not  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  hold  its  own  in  the 
French  market.  Its  hopes  for  the  future  are  therefore  centered 
on  England,  who  is  now  its  best  customer. 

To  the  silk  manufacturers  generally,  the  financial  result  of  the 
year  was  somewhat  below  the  average.  Satins  Mcrvcillcux/^ 
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Failles  fran9alses,”  and  Satins  Eadzimirs,”  were  more  par- 
ticularly affected  by  the  general  depression,  and  at  last  the 
production  of  these  goods  had  to  be  reduced  in  order  to  avoid  the 
almost  certain  prospect  of  heavy  losses.  The  articles  in  whicli 
the  best  business  was  done  were  Bengalines,  fancy  silks,  black 
taffetas,  and  half  silk  stuffs  for  linings,  for  the  last  of  which  large 
orders  were  received  from  America.  Black  and  coloured  surahs 
formed  the  bulk  of  the  manufactured  goods,  but  without  yielding 
financial  residts  proportionate  to  the  quantity  manufactured. 

Large  orders  were  received  in  the  autumn  from  French 
houses  for  goods  to  be  delivered  before  the  expiration  of  the 
Franco-Swiss  Commercial  Treaty  on  February  1,  and  these  com- 
bined with  the  orders  already  given  by  English  houses  caused 
great  activity  in  the  trade  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  future  of  the  Swiss  silk  industry  in  general  is,  however,  Future 
regarded  with  considerable  anxietv.  The  high  rates  of  the  new 
French  tariff  will,  even  if  the  concessions  obtained  by  the  recently 
concluded  commercial  arrangement  be  ratified,  practically  close 
the  French  market  to  many  articles  of  Swiss  manufacture,  while 
the  new  treaty  with  Germany  imposes  a duty  of  30/.  per  quintal  trcaties^and^^ 
on  silk  tissues.  The  development  of  the  silk  industry  in  the  tariffs. 
United  States  will  further  tend  to  decrease  the  exports  to  that 
country,  while  the  treaties  recently  concluded  with  Austria- 
Hungary,  Italy,  and  Spain  are  not  considered  by  the  trade  as 
likely  to  advance  their  business  relations  with  those  countries. 

Fears  are  even  entertained  that  the  difficulty  of  carrying  on 
certain  branches  of  the  silk  industry  with  any  profit  in  Switzer- 
land may  eventually  force  certain  manufacturers  to  transfer  their 
business  across  the  frontiers. 

It  is,  however,  hoped  on  the  other  hand  that  the  ultr.i- 
protectionist  system  now  adopted  by  France  may  enable  Switzer- 
land to  supplant  Lyons  as  the  principal  source  of  supply  for  ib.e 
English,  Belgian,  and  Dutch  markets;  while  when  order 
'eventually  restored  in  South  America,  Brazil,  Chile,  and  the 
Argentine  Eepublic  will,  it  is  trusted,  once  more  become 
purchasers  of  Swiss  silks. 

Of  the  total  value  of  the  silk  imported  last  year  Italy  supplied  Chit  f sources 
2,930,000/.,  of  which  2,522,000/.  worth  consisted  of  “ organsine”  of  supply  of 
and  trame.’^  France  supplied  silk  to  the  value  of  1,888,000/., 
including  ‘‘  peignee  ” and  “ grege ’’  to  the  value  of  1,080,000/. 

Of  the  silk  exported,  Germany  took  2,142,000/.  worth,  in-  Chief  markets 
eluding  ‘‘organsine”  and  “trame”  to  the  value  of  743,000/.,  and  tor  the  export 
twisted  floss  silk  to  the  value  of  590,000/.  The  value  of  the  silk 
purchased  by  France  amounted  to  1,686,000/.,  of  which  more 
than  1,060,000/.  was  for  pure  silk  tissues.  The  value  of  that 
exported  to  Great  Britain  was  over  1,830,000/.^  pure  silk  tissues 
and  half  silk  ribbons  accounting  each  for  about  735,000/. 

The  sudden  fall  of  prices  which  followed  the  unusually  Cotton  trade, 
abundant  American  cotton  crop,  added  to  the  high  rates  of  the 
McKinley  tariff,  and  the  uncertainty  resulting  from  the  pending* 
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commercinl  negotiation.^,  caused  the  past  year  to  be  rathe f a 
disastrous  one  for  the  Swiss  cotton  industry. 

The  value  of  the  imports  decreased  by  512,731/.,  amounting 
to  2,596,672/.,  while  the  exports,  of  which  the  value  was 
5,801,413/.,  fell  off  by  604,780/. 

There  was  a fair  demand  for  the  coarser  sorts  of  yarn. 
Nos.  4 to  8,  especially  in  the  home  market,  but  the  supply  of 
yarns,  Nos.  12  to  30,  and  of  calico  yarns.  Nos.  36  to  44,  far 
exceeded  the  demand  and  caused  prices  to  fall  15  per  cent,  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  A similar  fall  of  15  per  cent,  in  the  price 
of  Mako  yarns^  Nos.  40  to  60,  was  occasioned  by  the  crisis  in  the 
embroidery  trade  and  in  that  of  the  manufacture  of  half  silk 
goods. 

With  the  exception  of  dyed  yarns,  of  which  the  exportation  is- 
steadily  Increasing,  the  quantity  of  yarns  exported  has  fallen  from 
64,000  quintals  in  1888,  to  49,000  quintals  in  1891. 

Raw  tissues  were  imported  to  a less  amount  than  in  1890,. 
their  value  falling  from  480,000/.  to  380,000/.  The  value  of  the 
raw  tissues  exported  was  355,000/.,  rather  below  that  of  the 
preceding  year,  the  coarser  qualities  being  in  far  greater  demand 
than  the  finer  ones.  The  exportation  of  bleached  and  printed 
tissues  also  fell  off,  but  that  of  plain,  dyed,  and  “ jacquard 
figured  and  fancy  tissues  continues  to  increase. 

Coloured  cotton  goods,  which  find  their  best  market  in  India 
and  the  Straits  Settlements,  suffered  from  the  effects  of  the 
depreciation  of  silver.  Exports  to  British  India  fell  off  by 
20,000/.,  while  those  to  Dutch  India  show^ed  a slight  increase. 

The  branch  of  the  cotton  industry,  however,  which  suffered 
the  most  acutely  during  the  past  year  was  that  of  machine-made 
embroideries,  which  is  at  present  passing  through  a severe  crisis. 
Apart  from  the  difficulties  created  by  the  protective  tariffs  of 
neighbouring  countries  and  of  the  United  States  and  by  previous 
over-production,  which  have  already  necessitated  a reduction  in 
the  hours  of  employment,  it  has  to  contend  with  its  rivals  in  the 
Yorarlberg  who  have  withdrawn  from  their  former  union  with 
the  St.  Gall  Federation  in  order  to  be  untrammelled  by  the  rules 
and  limitations  which  its  statutes  impose.  The  value  of  the 
exports  fell  off  during  the  year  by  470,000/.,  of  which  as  much  as 
360,000/.  were  accounted  for  by  the  decreased  exportation  to  the 
United  States  resulting  from  the  McKinley  tariff. 

Great  Britain  has  now  become  the  best  market  for  this  class 
of  Swiss  goods. 

The  woollen  industry  showed  a falling  off  both  in  the  value  of 
its  imports  and  its  exports.  The  value  of  the  former  amounted  to 
2,333,665/.,  or  143,421/.  less  than  in  1890,  while  the  value  of  the 
latter  decreased  by  25,457/.,  amounting  only  to  723,528/. 

The  staple  articles  of  the  Swiss  wmollen  industry,  such  as 
merinos,  cashmeres,  and  plain  coloured  tissues  generally,  ’were 
not  much  in  demand  in  the  home  market,  where  preference  was 
given  to  parti-coloured  articles  of  foreign  manufacture.  The 
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increase  of  the  Swiss  import  duty  from  1/.  to  21.  45.  will,  it  is 
hoped,  strengthen  the  position  of  the  native  manufacturers. 

'J'he  cloth  industry  suffered  also  from  foreign,  and  more 
especially  from  German,  competition,  in  consequence  of  the 
diminished  export  of  German  cloth  to  the  United  States  since 
the  McKinley  tariff  came  into  force.  Here,  again,  recourse  has 
been  had  to  increased  import  duties  for  the  protection  of  the 
Swiss  manufacturer. 

The  value  of  the  exports  in  the  linen  industry,  which  has  long  Linen 
ceased  to  be  more  than  of  secondary  importance,  decreased  by  industry. 
30,334/.,  amounting  only  to  77,922/.,  while  the  value  of  the 
imports,  which  amounted  to  547,865/.,  increased  by  10,606/. 

Ready-made  articles  of  clothing,  &c.,  were  imported  to  the  Confections, 
value  of  1,139,680/.,  an  increase  of  57,666/.  on  the  preceding 
year,  while  the  value  of  those  exported  increased  by  19,768/.,  and 
amounted  to  443,997/. 

The  exportation  of  silk  articles  of  dress  increased  by  20,000/., 
while  the  value  of  those  imported  decreased.  The  long  winter  of 
1890-91  and  the  prospective  higher  rates  of  the  new  tariff  caused 
an  increase  of  20  per  cent,  in  the  importation  of  furs  and  woollen 
goods,  and  of  31  per  cent,  and  43  per  cent,  in  that  of  woollen 
and  cotton  hosiery.  The  importation  of  artificial  flowers  also 
increased  by  10  per  cent. 

Germany  is  the  chief  source  of  su[)ply  for  confections 
of  all  kinds,  and  though  the  duties  of  the  new  tariff  have  been 
raised  in  order  to  protect  native  interests,  there  are  many 
branches  of  this  industry  in  which  finer  taste  and  greater  ex- 
perience on  the  part  of  foreign  competitors  will  fully  counter- 
balance the  disadvantages  of  a higher  tariff. 

The  metal  industries  rank  next  in  importance  to  the  textiles, 
and  among  them  watchmaking  holds  the  first  place. 

The  following  tables  give  the  values  of  the  imports  and  Watch- 
exports  of  the  various  branches  of  the  watchmaking  and  jewellery 
industries : — 


Impoets. 


Description. 

Value, 

1 

! Diflference  with 

1890. 

Watches  and  finished  works 

£ 

118,572 

j + 

£ 

18,649 

17,876 

Watch  cases  . . 

51,482 

72,547 

j — 

Component  parts  of  watches. . 

8,413 

Clocks,  finer  sorts 

23,345 

+ 

770 

Musical  boxes 

2,148  ‘ 

1 _ 

672 

Implements  of  the  trade 

1,350  i 

+ 

160 

Jewellery,  silver  and  gold 
work 

! 

304,510 

+ 

41,737 

Total 

573,954 

+ 

34,446 

Returns  of 
the  value  of 
the  imports 
and  exports. 
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Exports. 


Description. 

Value. 

Difierence  with 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

Watches  and  finished  works. . 

3,726,625 

— 

135,987 

Watch  cases  . . 

47,092 

+ 

4,852 

1,760 

Component  parts  of  watches. . 

121,364 

+ 

Clocks,  finer  sorts 

961 

+ 

40 

Musical  boxes 

119,697 

— 

11,363 

Implements  of  the  trade  . . 
Jewellery,  silver  and  gold 

35,683 

+ 

1,100 

work 

143,414 

— 

1,397 

Total 

4,194,836 

- 

140,995 

The  decrease  which  is  thus  shown  to  have  taken  place  in  the 
value  of  the  watches  exported  was,  indeed,  no  greater  than  was 
to  be  feared  in  a year  of  such  uncertainty  for  trade,  the  number 
of  gold  and  silver  watches  exported  decreasing  by  57,398 
and  100,297  respectively,  while  the  number  of  metal  watches 
increased  by  58,881. 

Present  state  The  year  1890  had  been  one  of  such  extraordinary  activity  for 
of  the  the  watchmaking  industry  that  a reaction  was  more  or  less 

industry.  inevitable  ; and  until  the  balance  is  re-established  between  exag- 

gerated production  based  on  former  orders  and  the  actual  demands 
of  the  market  these  periodical  crises  are  sure  to  recur.  The 
gravity  of  the  recent  crisis,  however,  appears  to  have  been  rather 
exaggerated,  and,  in  despite  of  decreased  returns,  the  shadows 
cast  upon  the  trade  during  the  past  year  will,  it  io  maintained, 
speedily  pass  away.  The  commercial  treaties  concluded  with 
Germany,  Austria-Hungary,  and  Italy  will  assure  a long  period 
of  stability  to  the  trade,  while  encouragement  may  be  derived 
from  the  fact  that  the  exports  to  the  Danubian  States,  British 
India,  and  Australia  are  steadily  increasing. 

Creation  of  The  recent  creation  of  commercial  schools  in  several  of  the 
watchmaking  centres  is  regarded  with  much  satisfaction  by  the 
watchmSing^  trade  as  likely  to  complete  the  good  work  already  done  by  the 
centrcB.  technical  schools  in  which  watchmaking  is  taught.  The  com- 
bined instruction  of  these  two  classes  of  schools  will  go  far 
towards  training  a set  of  men,  fitted  by  their  technical  and  com- 
mercial education,  and  by  their  knowledge  of  languages,  to  repre- 
sent the  great  export  houses  abroad,  and  to  dispose  of  their 
goods  directly  in  the  best  markets.  The  smaller  and  less  important 
houses,  who  cannot  afford  to  have  a representative  of  their  own, 
will  probably  combine  together  to  appoint  one  to  represent  their 
common  interests.  Many  of  the  disadvantages  of  the  present 
system,  such  as  the  excessive  profits  of  the  middleman,  will  thus, 
it  is  hoped,  be  done  away  with,  while  majiufacturers  will  be 
enabled  to  ascertain  with  more  ease  and  with  greater  accuracy 
than  at  present  the  real  demands  of  foreign  markets. 
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Good  results  are  also  expected  from  a law  recently  passed  in  ^aw  on 
the  canton  of  Neuchatel  on  the  subject  of  apprenticeship.  apprentice- 

By  this  law  apprentices  are  placed  under  the  supervision  <^^catnonof^ 
competent  authorities,  delegated  for  that  purpose  by  the  com-  Neuchatel. 
munes,  who  are  to  see  that  all  receive  thorough  instruction  in 
their  adopted  callings,  while  the  technical  knowledge  and  pro- 
fessional aptitude  of  the  apprentices  are  to  be  ultimately  tested  by 
an  examination. 

The  manufacture  of  machinery  did  not  escape  the  depression  Machinery, 
that  marked  trade  generally  throughout  the  year,  the  decreased 
demand  for  industrial  products  naturally  reacting  on  that  for  the 
machinery  by  which  they  are  produced.  The  uncertainty  exist- 
ing in  regard  to  the  issue  of  the  pending  commercial  negotiations 
rendered  customers  cautious,  and  when  once  the  orders  received 
during  the  preceding  year  had  been  executed,  and  it  was  seen  that 
fresh  orders  were  coming  in  but  slowly  manufacturers  were  com- 
pelled to  curtail  production.  Prices  were  low  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  reduction  of  the  hours  of  employment  from  11  to 
10,  which  has  now  for  the  first  time  been  generally  introduced  into 
this  industry,  was  not  calculated  to  increase  the  profits  of  the 
manufacUirers.  It  is  as  yet  too  soon  to  pronounce  positively  on 
the  results  of  this  reduction  of  the  hours  of  the  working  day.  In 
those  branches  of  the  trade  where  mechanical  labour  plays  the 
principal  role  production  has,  as  was  expected,  fallen  off,  but  as 
regards  those  in  which  manual  labour  is  chiefly  employed  this 
result  has  not  been  clearly  proved.  On  the  contrary,  the  opinion 
seems  rather  to  prevail  that  the  lost  hour  has  been  compensated 
for  by  greater  application  on  the  part  of  the  workman. 

The  value  of  the  machinery  exported  during  the  year  amounted 
to  862,585/.,  or  92,687/.  less  than  in  1890.  The  exports  to  Ger- 
many fell  off  by  50,820/.,  to  Austria  by  24,295/.,  to  Italy  by 
21,650/.,  and  to  France  by  2,000/.  There  was,  on  the  other 
hand,  an  increase  of  39,500/.  in  the  value  of  that  exported  to 
Kussia. 

The  steady  increase  in  the  value  of  the  machinery  imported,  increase  in 
which  has  risen  from  308,000/.  in  1885  to  over  843,000/.  in  1891,  the  value  of 
continued  during  the  past  year,  when  it  amounted  to  24,550/.  ^-ted^hom 
German  competition  in  this  branch  of  Swiss  industry  is  becoming  Germany.  ' 
every  year  more  intense,  even  in  the  supply  of  the  native  market. 

The  value  of  the  machinery  supplied  by  Germany  last  year 
amounted  to  nearly  500,000/.,  or  28,500/.  more  than  in  1890, 
while  it  exceeded  by  260,000/.  the  value  of  that  which  she  im- 
ported herself  from  Switzerland. 

The  total  value  of  the  iron  and  iron  goods  imported  was  iron, 
1,738,258/.,  or  16,855/.  more  than  in  1890.  Of  tins  amount 
241,600/.  was  for  raw  iron,  of  which  the  importation  was  less  than 
in  the  preceding  year,  while  the  principal  item  of  manufactured 
iron  was  522,700/.  for  rails,  ^rc.,  supplied  chiefly  by  Germany. 

Coal  was  imported  to  the  value  of  1,171,730/.,  or  58,056/.  coal. 
more  than  in  1890,  of  which  Germany  supplied  three-quarters. 

The  value  of  the  coke,  charcoal,  and  briquettes  imported,  chiefly 
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Petroleum. 


Returns  of 
trade  with 
certain 
foreign 
countries. 


from  France  and  Belgium,  was  403,177/.,  or  150,805/.  more  than 
in  1890. 

The  actual  consumption  of  coal,  coke,  &c.,  during  the  year  is 
said  to  have  increased  by  480,000/.  This,  however,  is  not  to  be 
regarded  as  a proof  of  increased  industrial  activity,  but  as  a 
consequence  of  the  exceptionally  long  and  severe  winter  and  of 
interruption  in  the  working  of  numerous  hydraulic  agencies. 

Petroleum  was  imported  to  the  value  of  301,944/.,  a decrease 
of  12,988/.,  the  United  States  and  Russia  being  the  chief  sources 
of  supply. 

The  returns  of  the  values  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  the 
other  less  important  industries  will  ))e  found  in  the  tables  of  Swiss 
imports  and  exports  annexed  to  this  report. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  Swiss  trade  for  the  past 
year  with  the  five  principal  countries  with  which  she  has  com- 
mercial dealing : — 


Country. 

Value  of 
Imports. 

Per  Cent, 
on  Total 
Import 
Trade. 

Difference 
with  1890. 

Value  of 
Exports. 

Per  Cent, 
on  Total 
Export 
Trade. 

Difference 
with  1890. 

Germany  

France  

Italy  

Great  Britain 
Austria  

£ 

11,725,618 

8,561,438 

5,439,606 

1,844,116 

3,469,068 

31-44 

22-96 

14-58 

4-95 

9-30 

£ 

- 96,680 

- 483,956 
+ 274,192 

- 250,700 

- 617,127 

£ 

6,561,802 

4,999,174 

1,879,867 

4,523,833 

1,449,852 

22  -44 
18-60 

7-00 

16-83 

6-39 

£ 

- 713,526 

+ 58,225 

- 132,647 
f 264,291 

- 109,504 

The  imports  from  Russia  increased  by  nearly  503,000/.  and 
amounted  to  1,874,676/.  The  imports  from  the  United  States 
amounted  to  1,222,516/.  an  increase  of  75,672/.,  while  the  exports 
to  that  country  fell  off  by  over  439,000/.,  amounting  to  2,868,020/. 
Increase  in  The  large  increase  in  the  imports  from  Russia  is  not  likely  to 

the  imports  be  maintained  as  it  related  entirely  to  cereals,  the  value  of  the 
wheat  imported  being  432,000/.  more  than  in  1890.  The  higher 
in  those  from  price  of  Hungarian  as  compared  with  Russian  wheat  caused  the 
Austria-  amount  imported  to  be  less  by  162,000/.  than  in  tlie  preceding 

Hungary.  year,  while  the  imports  from  Austria-Hungary  were  further 

reduced  in  consequence  of  the  prohibition  placed  on  the  im()orta- 
tion  of  cattle  in  the  montli  of  March,  and  of  the  abundant  Italian 
vintage  which  led  to  a large  importation  of  Italian  wines  to  the 
prejudice  of  those  of  Hungary. 

Trade  with  The  increased  importation  from  the  United  States  took  place 

the  United  chiefly  in  cotton,  ])etroleum,  and  lard,  and  a very  large  increase  is 

States.  expected  in  the  current  year  in  the  importation  of  American 

corn.  The  McKinley  taritf,  as  already  stated,  is  responsible  for 
the  decreased  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States,  em- 
broideries and  silk  ribbons  being  the  articles  that  suffered  the 
most,  while  musical  boxes,  cheeses,  and  leather  were  affected  to  a 
less  extent. 

Trade  with  The  following  are  among  the  princi[)al  articles  of  the  trade 

Great  Britain,  with  Great  Britain  : — 
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Imports. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Difference  with 

1890. 

Cotton  goods  . . 

£ 

610,467 

£ 

151,961 

Woollen 

416,676 

— 

31,901 

Linen  . . 

114,632 

+ 

9,665 

Silk 

53,586 

— 

34,004 

Machinery 

100,080 

4- 

11,939 

Iron  and  iron  goods  . . 

93,448 

— 

48,258 

Leather  goods. . 

67,595 

+ 

635 

Chemicals 

53,292 

“ 

13,303 

Exports. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Difference  with 

1890. 

Silk  goods 

£ 

1,830,422 

£ 

+ 107,788 

Cotton . . 

906,631 

+ 6,969 

Watches 

721,920 

+ 60,796 

Condensed  milk 

509,325 

+ 59,060 

Leather 

99,304 

+ 27,205 

Chemicals 

80,506 

4 5,436 

Machinery 

43,536 

16,564 

The  value  of  British  goods  imported  during  the  year  fell  off 
by  a quarter  of  a million  sterling,  while  that  of  Swiss  exports  to 
Great  Britain  increased  by  rather  more  than  that  amount. 
Owing  to  a depression  in  the  embroidery  industry  the  value  of 
the  English  raw  cotton  tissues  imported  was  less  by  140,000^. 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  while  carpets,  woollen  tissues,  and 
iron  goods  were  also  imported  to  a less  extent  than  in  1890. 

Silk  tissues,  ribbons,  embroideries,  watches,  condensed  milk, 
and  boots  and  shoes  were  the  principal  articles  in  which  there 
was  an  increased  exportation  to  Great  Britain. 

Among  the  textiles  imported  from  Great  Britain  may  be 
mentioned  cotton  yarns,  142,300/. ; raw  cotton  tissues,  339,570/.  ; 
and  white,  coloured,  and  printed  woollen  tissues,  238,600/. ; 
while  embroidered  cotton  trimmings  to  the  value  of  697,900/.  ; 
pure  silk  tissues  to  the  value  of  735,500/.;  and  half  silk  ribbons  to 
the  value  of  734,800/.  were  among  the  principal  articles  of  these 
industries  exported  by  Switzerland  to  Great  Britain. 

The  question  of  the  commercial  negotiations  in  which  Switzer- 
land has  been  engaged  during  tlie  past  and  the  present  years  has 
been  so  fully  dealt  with  in  the  blue  books  already  published  on 
the  subject  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  give  any  detailed  account  of 
them  in  this  report.  The  treaties  concluded  with  Austria- 
Hungary  and  Germany  came  into  force  on  February  1 last,  and 
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that  with  Italy  on  June  19.  The  treaty  with  Spain  and  the 
commercial  arrangement  with  France  still  await  the  ratification 
of  the  various  Legislatures  concerned,  and  cannot,  therefore,  come 
into  operation  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  the  event  of  the  Spanish  and  French  Chambers  accepting 
the  arrangements  already  signed  by  their  respective  Governments, 
the  Government  of  this  country  may  be  congratulated  on  the 
success  which  will  then  have  crowned  its  efforts  throughout  all 
these  various  negotiations.  Surrounded  by  countries  which  have 
encircled  her  with  a wall  of  protection,  Switzerland  had  a hard 
battle  to  fight  before  forcing  a breach  sufldcient  to  allow  an  outlet 
for  her  trade.  The  task  of  her  Government  was,  moreover, 
rendered  the  more  difficult  by  the  conflicting  interests  of  her 
own  agricultural  and  industrial  populations,  and  by  the  pressing 
demands  for  protection  put  forward  by  agriculturists  and 
manufacturers  alike.  Thanks,  however,  to  the  perseverance  and 
ability  displayed  in  the  conduct  of  the  -negotiations,  important 
reductions  have  been  obtained  in  the  duties  levied  in  the 
neighbouring  States — more  particularly  in  Italy — on  many 
articles  of  peculiar  interest  to  Swiss  trade.  On  the  other  hand 
various  branches  of  Swiss  industry,  which  have  of  late  years  been 
hard  pressed  by  foreign  competition,  have  received,  if  not  the  full 
measure  of  protection  demanded,  at  least  sufficient  help  to  en- 
courage them  to  fresh  exertions  in  their  industrial  rivalry  with 
foreign  countries. 
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Value  of  Swiss  Imports  and  Exports  for  the  Year  1891. 


Cate- 

gories. 

Class  of  Goods. 

Value  of 
Imports. 

Difference 
with  1890. 

Value  of 
Exports. 

Difference 
with  1890. 

1. 

Manure  and  waste  (d6chets) 

£ 

241,682 

+ 

£ 

3,821 

£ 

115,576 

-t- 

£ 

825 

II. 

Chemicals — 

a.  Medicine  and  drugs  ... 

139,052 

_ 

2,905 

87,555 

11,890 

b.  For  industrial  purposes 

866,277 

— 

15,110 

110,865 

+ 

1,252 

c.  Dyes  

320,077 

+ 

2,423 

468,898 

+ 

32,068 

III. 

Glass  

116,922 

+ 

6,158 

10,172 

+ 

300 

IV. 

Wood  

827,148 

4- 

52,293 

294,515 

— 

1,178 

V. 

Agricultural  products  (ex- 
clusive of  grain,  flour,  &c,, 
and  other  articles  of  food)... 

262,989 

26,074 

23,596 

+ 

1,660 

VI. 

Leather ...  

848,643 

— 

15,809 

267,408 

— 

49,593 

VII. 

Literary,  scientific,  and 
artistic  objects  

499,664 

■f 

54,088 

300,216 

-l- 

18,946 

VIII. 

a.  Watches,  clocks,  and 
their  component  parts, 
musical  boxes,  (fcc 

301,118 

+ 

790 

4,021,877 

140,811 

b.  Machinery  and  con- 
veyances of  all  kinds 

843,033 

+ 

24,553 

862,585 

92,687 

IX. 

Metals — 

a.  Lead  

56,600 

_ 

3,560 

j 7,712 

611 

b.  Iron  

1,738,258 

308,090 

+ 

16,855 

! 195,205 

— 

34,685 

c.  Copper 

+ 

14,781 

i 47,004 

4- 

9,938 

d.  Nickel  

30,364 

— 

552 

1,691 

_ 

267 

e.  Zinc  

i 60,567 

i 72,344 

-1- 

7,816 

13,380 

3,690 

+ 

958 

/.Tin  

-b 

5,403 

-t- 

857 

g.  Precious  metals  not  in 
specie  ...  

1,097,538 

_ 

345,292 

I 459,442 

48,284 

h.  Ore  and  other  metals  ... 

8,002 

+ 

542 

i 50,238 

140,712 

+ 

22,446 

X. 

Minerals 

2,226,923 

' -1- 

237,255 

— 

3,988 

XI. 

Articles  of  food  of  all  kinds, 
wine,  spirits,  tobacco,  <fcc. 

10,762,906 

+ 

160,680 

3,158,706 

+ 

8,836 

XII. 

Oils,  grease,  &c.  

413,430 

1 + 

908 

16,874 

— 

129 

XIII. 

Paper  

253,503 

+ 

8,971 

140,645 

+ 

4,752 

XIV. 

Textiles— 

a.  Cotton  

2,596,672 

_ 

512,731 

5,801,413 

604,780 

b.  Linen  

547,865 

+ 

10,606 

77,922 

_ 

30,334 

c.  Silk  

5,239,225 

— 

410,533 

7,631,180 

_ 

340,440 

d.  Wool  

2,333,065 

— 

143,421 

723,528 

— 

25,457 

e.  Indiarubber  and  gutta- 
percha   

91,019 

j _ 

2,558 

97,470 

+ 

715 

/.  Straw,  rushes,  &c. 

217,389 

— 

11,683 

293,387 

+ 

69,002 

g.  Articles  of  clothing, 
hosiery,  &c 

1,139,680 

4- 

57,666 

443,997 

+ 

19,768 

XV. 

a.  Cattle  

1,934,262 

— 

505,977 

593,216 

_ 

61,288 

b.  Animal  matter  

329,797 

' 4- 

46,108 

342,325 

_ 

4,920 

XVI. 

Hardware  

194,921 

1 4- 

19,975 

20,284 

_ 

1,777 

XVII. 

Various 

336,020 

1 + 

16,713 

59,370 

- 

1,202 

Total  

1 

37,295,645 

- 

875,285 

26,874,677 

- 

1,237,842 
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1^0. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1012.  Amoy 

..  Id. 

1071.  Zanzibar  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1013.  Kiukiang 

, , 

..  Id. 

1072.  Charleston  .. 

. , 

2id. 

1014.  Stettin  .. 

..  l|d. 

1073.  Nice.. 

Id. 

1015.  Boston 

..  Id. 

1074.  Caracas 

Id. 

1016.  Callao 

..  Id. 

1075.  Lisbon 

2d. 

1017.  Aleppo 

..  Id. 

1076.  Calais 

2d. 

1018.  Santos 

..  2R 

1077.  Bio  Grande  do  Sul.. 

5^d. 

1019.  Piraeus 

..  Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia 

, * 

2id. 

1020.  Mogador 

• • 

..  Id. 

1079.  Brindisi 

2d. 

1021.  Adrianople  •• 

• • 

..  id. 

1080.  New  York  . . 

2d. 

1022.  Tripoli 

• • 

..  Id. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

Ud. 

1023.  Jerusalem  . . 

ca  Id. 

1082.  Frankfort  .• 

4d. 

1024.  Odessa 

t • 

..  6d. 

1083.  Hiogo 

lid. 

1025.  Genoa 

• • 

..  lid. 

1084.  Tokio 

lid. 

1026.  Kiungcliow  . . 

• • 

..  Id. 

1085.  Amsterdam.. 

Id. 

1027.  Batoum 

« • 

..  4M. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

3d. 

1 028.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

..  Id. 

1087. -Bangkok 

id. 

1029.  Batavia 

, , 

..  Id. 

1088.  Soul.. 

lid. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

..  id. 

1089.  Chiengmai  .. 

Id. 

1031.  San  Jos6  .. 

. . 

..  Id. 

1090.  Copenhagen 

id. 

1032.  Manila 

..  lid. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

id. 

1033.  Marseilles 

..  Id. 

1092.  Bushire 

2d. 

1034.  Swatow 

..  Id. 

1093.  Tamsui 

Id. 

1035.  Paris. , 

1094.  Dunkirk  .. 

Id. 

1036.  Ichang 

. . 

..  5d. 

1095.  Port  Said  .. 

Id. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

, . 

..  Id. 

1096.  Guatemala  .. 

id. 

1038.  Poochow  .. 

. . 

..  Id. 

1097.  Chungking.. 

9d. 

1039.  Brest..  .. 

1098.  Nagasaki  .. 

Id. 

1040.  Madeira 

. • 

..  id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

2d. 

1041.  Antwerp 

. . 

..  lid. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1042.  Taganrog 

..  2id. 

1101.  Shanghai  .. 

2d. 

1043.  Algiers 

..  24d. 

1102.  Jeddah 

id. 

1044.  Hankow 

..  lid. 

1103.  Chicago 

3d. 

1045.  Nantes 

, , 

..  lid. 

1 1 04.  Erzeroum  . . 

id. 

1046.  Belgrade 

..  2d. 

1105.  Loanda 

• c 

3d. 

1047.  Fiume 

. . 

..  Id. 

1106.  Macao 

id. 

1048.  Wuhu 

, . 

..  Id. 

1107.  Canton 

Id. 

1049.  Cagliari  .. 

. . 

..  Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo.. 

lid. 

1050.  Erzeroum  .. 

. . 

. . Id. 

1109.  Tunis 

lid. 

1051.  Syra.. 

1110.  Sofia 

3d. 

1052.  Cherbourg  .. 

..  Id. 

1111.  Brunei  .. 

lid. 

1053.  Lima 

..  Id. 

1112.  Athens  .. 

2id. 

1054.  Bilbao  , . 

. . 

..  lid. 

1113.  Alexandria.. 

2d. 

1055.  Cadiz 

. , 

..  2d. 

1114.  Vienna 

Id. 

1056.  Corunna 

..  2|d. 

1115i  Stettin 

2id. 

1057.  Saigon 

..  Id. 

1116.  Berne 

Id. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

. . 

..  Id. 

1117.  Palermo  .. 

2id. 

1059.  Trebizond  ., 

1118.  Tokio  .. 

lid. 

1060.  Barcelona  . . 

..  lid. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

3d. 

1061.  Tainan 

..  Id. 

1120.  TenerifFe  .. 

Id. 

1062.  Smyrna 

• • 

..  lid. 

1121.  Damascus  .. 

Id 

1063.  Old  Calabar. . 

• • 

..  id. 

1122.  Naples 

2d. 

1064.  Samoa 

• • 

..  id. 

1123.  Hakodate  .. 

Id. 

1065.  Tahiti 

• • 

..  Id. 

1124.  Montevideo.. 

2id. 

1066.  Chefoo 

• • 

..  6d. 

1125.  Stockholm  .. 

lid. 

1067.  Gothenburg 

• • 

. . 2da 

1 1 26.  Dantzig 

2d, 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

..  lid. 

1127.  The  Hague  . . 

Ipl. 

1069.  Loanda  .. 

..  lid. 

1128.  Odessa  ., 

Id. 

1070.  Guatemala  .. 

.. 

..  Id. 

1129.  Berne 

• • 

• « 

lid. 

No.  1130. 

Reference,  to  ijrevious  Report,  Annual  Series  A^o.  966. 
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Mr.  Finn  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 


My  Lord,  Malaga,  September  28,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  herewith  my  Commercial 
Report  for  the  year  1891. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ALEXANDER  FINN. 
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Shipping.  The  decrease  in  English  shipping  coming  to  this  port,  I 

Annex  A.  regret  to  say,  continues  both  in  shipping  and  tonnage,  we  having 
had  here  in  1891  24  ships  and  11,998  tons  less  than  the  previous 
year,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  although  only  1,896  ships  of  all 
countries  came,  as  against  2,044  ships  in  1890,  yet  the  total 
tonnage  was  increased  by  55,062  tons. 

From  this  annex  also  it  will  be  perceived  that  several  nations 
have  reversed  their  positions  during  this  year  in  the  carrying  trade 
to  and  from  Malaga.  England  still  keeps  the  lead,  although  closely 
pressed  by  France,  though  it  is  only  fair  to  point  out  that  some 
50  of  the  French  ships  appear  twice  in  the  same  week,  being 
passenger  boats  (Compagnie  Generate  Transatlantique),  which 
pass  here  on  Sundays  with  passengers  on  their  way  from  Oran  to 
Tangier  via  Gibraltar,  touching  again  at  this  port  on  the 
following  Wednesday  on  the  return  journey,  while  with  the 
exception  of  the  line  of  steamers  owned  by  Messrs.  John  Hall, 
Junior,  of  London,  which,  as  a rule,  make  a call  here  weekly, 
English  ships  do  not  so  often  repeat  their  visits. 

Taking,  therefore,  the  principal  foreign  commercial  nations  we 
find  that — 


Nationality. 

1890. 

1891. 

Number. 

Number. 

British  . . . . 

192 

168 

French  . . . . . . 

114 

163 

Swedish ,, 

21 

10 

Norwegian 

34 

20 

Russian  . . . . . . . . . . 

20 

10 

German  . . 

48 

36 

Italian  . . . . 

21 

24 

Danish  . . . . . . 

25 

22 

Dutch  . . . . . . . . . . 

14 

15 

Annex  B. 
Trade  in 
British 
bottoms. 
Annex  C. 
Imports  table. 


Decrease. 


This  table  shows  the  direct  and  indirect  or  carrying  trade  at 
Malaga  in  British  bottoms  inwards  and  outwards,  those  laden  and 
those  with  ballast  during  the  year  1891. 

Is  a table  indicating  the  quantity  of  goods  imported  monthly 
in  1891,  as  compared  with  1890,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease, 
as  the  case  may  be,  in  each  article. 

The  decrease  has  been  in  steel  and  iron  bars,  alcohol,  raw 
cotton,  tar,  pitch,  asphalt,  sugar,  dried  codfish,  cocoa,  coal  and 
coke,  charcoal,  cereals  of  all  kinds,  beer  and  sparkling  wines, 
leather  and  hides,  copper,  iron  wire,  cast  iron,  lard,  pork  and 
butter,  petroleum,  pepper,  sacks,  lumber,  and  pknks. 
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While  an  increase  is  to  be  remarked  in  spun  cotton  and  yarn,  increase, 
sulphur  and  chemical  products,  building  materials,  coffee,  tin, 
grease,  guano,  iron  tubing,  manufactured  iron,  machinery, 
pepper,  cheese,  saltpetre,  cotton  and  woollen  goods,  glass, 
porcelain,  and  crockery.  The  increase  is  specially  noticeable  in 
building  materials  and  paper,  while  rice  and  caustic  soda  appear 
for  the  first  time  as  imported  in  any  quantity. 

Annex  D is  a table  of  exports  from  Malaga  for  the  year  1891,  Annex  D. 
as  compared  with  1889  and  1890.  There  has  been  a most 
remarkable  falling-off  in  the  export  of  olive  oil.  The  amount 
sent  out  of  Spain  during  the  last  three  years  having  been — 


Litres. 

1889  15,497,856 

1890  3,909,594 

1891  1,471,057 


Olive  oil. 


In  olives  there  has  been  a decrease  as  compared  with  the  Olives, 
previous  year,  so  also  in  almonds,  but  in  the  latter  there  has  been  Almonds, 
a considerable  increase  in  the  export  of  shelled  almonds,  as  against 
a decrease  in  that  of  almonds  in  the  shell. 

The  increase  in  shelled  almonds  was  614,277  kilos.,  and  the 
decrease  in  almonds  in  the  shell  was  483,606  kilos.,  making  an 
increase  in  the  total  export  of  almonds  130,601  kilos. 

Excepting  these  the  decrease  in  trade  has  been  principally  in 
hazel  nuts,  saffron,  orange  peel,  chestnuts,  onions,  figs,  lemons, 
oranges, silver,  lead,  liquorice  root,  and  grapes;  and  the  increase  in  Increase, 
exportation  has  been  in  canary  seed,  aniseed,  rice,  cocoa  shell, 
cummin  seed,  raisins,  lead,  and  wine. 

During  the  year  1891  the  following  were  the  current  rates  of 
freights  in  this  port : — 


For  London  or  Liverpool 
Dublin 
Leith 
Glasgow 
Havre 
Marseilles 
Amsterdam 
Hamburg 
St.  Petersburg 
New  York  . . 


2(ls.  and  10  per  cent. 
40^.  „ 

45s.  ,,  ,, 

305.  „ „ 

35  fr.  „ „ 

15  fr.  „ 

35  fl.  in  full 

35  marks  in  full 
30  marks  „ 

405.  and  10  per  cent. 


Croj?s, 

The  crop  of  1891  was  very  fair,  but  as  there  was  little  remain-  wheat, 
ing  of  the  stocks  of  1890  a constant  rise  in  jrrice  was  noted  in  it, 
beginning  at  40  r.  and  reaching  50  r.  the  fanega  of  44  kilos. 

Prices  have  ranged  from  25  r.  to  30  r.  per  fanega  of  34  kilos.  Barley, 
for  the  home  article  ; prices  of  African  barley  have  ranged  from 
22  r.  to  24  r.  per  32  kilos,  to  33  kilos.  The  crop  of  1891  has  been 
middling. 

The  native  article  ranged  from  42  r.  to  46  r,  for  red  and  from  Maiae. 
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Garbanzos  or 
chick  peas. 

Beans. 


Shipping 

grapes. 


Baisina. 


Jordan 

almonds. 


Oranges — 
Sweet. 

Bitter. 


Lemons. 


Melons. 


37  r.  to  42  r.  for  white^  which  is  produced  in  large  quantities 
near  Velez  Malaga.  African  maize,  of  which  little  has  been 
imported  this  year  (1891),  has  ranged  from  38  r.  to  40  r.  The 
above  prices  are  based  on  a weight  of  53J  kilos,  per  fanega ; crop 
middling. 

Are  beginning  to  be  sold,  according  to  class,  at  from  60  r.  to 
140  r.  per  fanega  of  57  J kilos. 

Small  at  from  40  r,  to  44  r.  per  fanega  of  from  54  kilos,  to 
56  kilos. ; Mazagan  at  from  37  r.  to  40  r.  per  fanega  of  same 
weight. 


Fruit, 

The  phylloxera,  which  had  invaded  the  greater  part  of  the 
district,  continued  its  devastating  progress,  and  the  crop  1891 
became  reduced  to  about  one-half  of  that  of  1890,  therefore  the 
price  opened  higher,  and  reached  25  r.  per  arroba,  and  as  there 
was  a good  demand  from  all  the  north  European  markets,  the 
price  remained  firm. 

The  crop  was  rather  more  abundant  than  in  1890,  being 
estimated  at  about  from  600,000  boxes  to  700,000  boxes.  As  the 
supply  of  fresh  fruit  from  all  parts  of  the  world  has  become 
greater;  the  demand  of  late  years  has  fallen  off  greatly.  Quality 
improving.  Packing  likewise  showed  a decided  improvement 
over  that  of  many  previous  years.  It  would  appear  that  holders 
had  at  last  realised  the  fact  that  prices  must  be  governed  by  the 
demand,  and  acting  on  that  principle  they  managed  to  clear  off 
nearly  the  whole  of  their  stock  by  the  end  of  December  last. 
Prices  ranged  from  23^.  to  6s.  per  box  of  22  lbs.,  f.o.b.,  according 
to  class. 

Showed  a fair  yield,  but  the  size  of  the  kernels  appears  to  be 
smaller  every  year;  in  other  words,  the  bulk  of  the  yield 
consisted  of  medium  and  other  lower  grades,  while  firsts  and 
seconds  were  almost  nil. 

Showed  a yield  of  about  50,000  cases,  and  prices  averaged,  say, 
7 s.  per  case,  f.o.b. 

Were  in  good  request,  and  Seville  speculators,  who  for  years 
past  have  been  heavy  buyers  at  Malaga,  found  heavy  direct 
competition  in  the  field  from  English  importers,  who  had  become 
alive  to  the  fact  that  thousands  of  cases  put  on  their  markets  as 
Seville  bitters  are  usually  grown  in  this  vicinity. 

There  was  a fairly  good  crop  of  about  70,000  cases,  and  prices 
averaged  11s.  per  case,  f.o.b. 

A small  crop;  fair  quality , prices  opened  at  10s.  per  box, 
f.o.b.,  for  American  quality,  and  declined  to  5s.  per  box,  f.o.b., 
towards  the  end  of  the  campaign.  Shipments  commenced  at  the 
end  of  August  and  finished,  say,  badly  in  October.  Price  per 
half  chest,  English  packing  and  quality,  averaged  15s.,  f.o.b. 

The  crop  was  middling,  the  first  lots  beingsold  at  16r.  the  arroba, 
falling-off  afterwards  to  8 r.  for  shipments.  Those  which  could 
not  be  exported  were  subsequently  realised  at  4 r.  per  arroba. 
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Prices  ranged  from  100  r.  per  1,000  for  better  quality  to  70  r.  pome- 
or  80  r.  for  the  commoner  quality,  called  ‘‘  perruna.”  granates. 

Muscatels  were  sold  at  24  r.  per  arroba  for  shipment ; lojas  Green  grapes, 
were  sold  at  24  r.  per  arroba  for  shipment,  including  package. 

The  produce  of  the  crop  in  1891  was  small,  chiefly  owing  to  olives  and 
the  severe  frosts  which  pervaded  here  in  the  winter  months  of  olive  oil. 
1890-91 ; generally  speaking,  the  quality  of  the  oil  was  not  good, 
and  prices  ruled  as  follows  : — 

. Eeals  per  Arroba. 

1891— 


January  . . 

..  38i 

to  39 

February 

..  39^ 

4o 

March  , , 

..  48^ 

April 

..  46“ 

38 

May 

..  38 

J une 

..  44 

43 

These  prices  holding  firm  during  the  following  three  months. 

The  crop  of  1891-92  may  be  considered  a medium  one,  but  of 
excellent  quality ; prices  during  the  months  of  November  and 
December,  1891,  ranged  from  36  r.  to  37  r.  per  arroba  for  export. 

According  to  statistics  recently  published  the  last  olive  crop 
produced  throughout  Spain  1,965,789*48  litres  of  oil.  The  largest 
quantity  was  produced  by  the  province  of  Jaen,  being  444,282 
litres,  while  Alava  produced  only  533  litres.  Navarra  oil 
obtained  the  highest  prices,  as  much  as  114  pesetas  31  c. 
having  been  paid  for  some  of  that  province.  Granada,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  sold  as  low  as  68  pesetas  per  hectolitre. 
Zaragoza  produced  most  oil  per  hectare,  while  Navarra  produced 
the  best ; the  former  produced  a crop  with  an  average  of 
3*69  litres  per  hectare,  as  against  0*19  litres  per  hectare  in  the 
latter.  The  same  report  gives  the  relative  production  of  oil  in  the 
three  European  countries  which  grow  olives  as  follows  : — 

Number. 

Spain  1,965,789*48 

Italy  1,300,000 

France  . . . . 300,000 

so  that  Spain  heads  the  list  by  more  than  500,000  litres. 


Exports  and  Imports. 

The  imports  of  codfish  at  M*alag a in  1890  ano  1891  were  as 
follows : — 
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Alcoliol. 


Wine. 


Quantity. 

From— 

1890. 

1891. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Labrador  . . . . 

47,283 

63,020 

Newfoundland 

1,500 

6,858 

Norway 

•• 

20,866 

9,550 

Total 

•• 

•• 

69,649 

68,928 

Showing  that  while,  although  there  has  been  a small  diminution 
in  the  total  amounts  imported,  there  was  a considerable  falling-ofF 
in  Norway  fish,  but  that  brought  from  Labrador  showed  an 
increase. 

The  trade  in  alcohol  to  the  end  of  1891  did  not  present  any 
special  feature,  arrivals  and  sales  coming  up  to  the  average  of 
former  years. 

The  fact  that  the  enormous  duty  of  160  pesetas  per  hectolitre 
would  be  exacted  on  and  after  February  1,  1892,  on  all  spirits 
coming  from  Germany  or  Sweden  gave  rise  to  a brisk  speculative 
demand,  only  heJd  in  check  (and  only  up  to  a certain  point)  by 
the  fact  that  treaties  with  England  and  Holland  permitted  the 
importation  of  spirits  from  those  two  countries  to  the  end  of 
June.  Up  to  the  end  of  January,  1892,  large  quantities  were 
introduced  from  abroad,  but  ever  since  the  beginning  of  February, 
when  everything  seemed  to  point  to  a trade  with  England  and 
Holland  at  brisk  prices,  the  demand  almost  completely  stopped, 
home  distilleries  sprung  up  everywhere  and  sufficient  for  native 
consumption,  and  prices  ever  since  February  are  lower  than  during 
the  times  when  foreign  spirits  competed  in  the  market.  Since 
July  1,  1892,  the  prohibitive  duty  of  160  pesetas  per  hectolitre  is 
exacted  on  all  foreign  spirits,  and  absolutely  prevents  any  im- 
portation from  abroad.  Among  other  factories  of  spirits  I may 
mention  that  Messrs.  Jimenez  and  Lamothe  have  started  a brandy 
distillery  with  excellent  results.  Of  course,  the  brandy  is  still 
young,  but,  I am  informed,  of  most  excellent  quality,  and  likely 
to  equal  the  best  French  productions. 

The  grape  crop  of  1891  gave  better  results  than  that  of 
previous  years,  thanks  to  the  continuous  showers  during  the 
harvest  period,  which,  causing  more  sap  to  pass  into  the  grapes 
when  they  were  ripening,  produced  wines  that  had  less  alcohol  in 
them,  and  of  consequently  better  flavour. 

The  same  fluctuations  in  prices  were  observable  as  occurred  the 
year  previous.  But,  on  the  ot!icr  hand,  it  is  stated  that  older 
wines  obtained  better  figures  from  speculation  at  about  the  time 
of  the  expiration  of  the  French  and  German  treaties,  and  so  much 
was  this  the  case  that  some  firms,  instead  of  allowing  their  goods 
to  pass  through  the  hands  of  intermediaries,  started  branch  estab- 
lishments of  their  own  in  France.  The  older  firms,  however,  such 
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as  F.  Eamos  Tellez,  Clemens  and  Petersen,  Scholtz,  and  others, 
made  no  difference  in  their  prices. 

Judging  from  the  mildness  of  the  autumn,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  vineyards  which  may  not  have  been  attacked  by  phylloxera 
will  give  in  1892  a good  and  abundant  harvest. 

The  frequent  recurrence  of  sharp  biting  winds  nipping  the  young  Sugar  cano. 
plants,  as  well  as  a fall  in  the  prices  of  sugars,  have  ruined  a great 
many  farmers,  so  that  the  cultivation  of  the  plant  has,  to  a great 
extent,  ceased.  Good  sugar-cane,  which  sold  at  2 r.  to  2}  r.  per 
arroba,  fell  to  75  c. 

A good  deal  has  been  sown  round  about  Malaga,  but  the  Beetroot, 
results  have  not  been  encouraging,  as  it  is  found  that  this  plant 
impoverishes  the  soil,  and  a second  crop  turns  out  poor.  Beet- 
root sugar  always  fetches  2 r.  or  3 r.  less  than  that  got  from 
sugar  cane.  Large  quantities  of  beetroot  sugar  are  produced  in 
the  vicinity  of  Granada,  and  some  at  San  Pedro  de  Alcantara. 

Emigration. 

Emigration  continues,  but  on  a much  smaller  scale,  only  Emigration. 
3,968  persons  embarked  from  Malaga  for  the  Brazils  in  1891. 

Public  Works, 

The  harbour  works  still  continue,  and  have  advanced  at  a Malaga 
rapid  pace  since  last  year,  but  there  still  remains  much  to  be  done,  harbour. 

The  project  of  cutting  down  the  Alcazaba  Hill  is  still  before  the 
public;  new  streets  may  be  made,  but  who  will  live  in  them 
— or,  rather,  who  will  live  in  the  houses  vacated  by  the  tenants 
of  the  new  streets?  And  Malaga  will  be  greatly  damaged  as  a 
health  resort. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  town  has  greatly  improved  Improvement 
under  the  present  municipality.  Streets  have  been  widened,  new 
pavements  laid  down,  and,  not  before  they  were  wanted,  we  have 
now  a new  post  office,  with  the  telegraph  department  in  the  same  New  post 
building,  and,  what  is  a great  innovation,  postage  stamps  can  now  office, 
be  bought  at  the  post  office. 

The  road  from  Malaga  along  the  coast  southwards  remains  Roads, 
unfinished.  For  several  years  the  road  has  been  completed 
excepting  a few  bridges,  and  for  want  of  them  the  road  is  now 
getting  in  a bad  state  ; nor  is  the  concessionaire  apparently  able 
to  complete  his  undertaking  of  a railway  to  Marbella  and 
Estepona,  and  prevents  others  from  doing  anything  to  facilitate 
the  movement  of  commerce  in  that  w^ay.  On  the  other  hand,  Ave 
hear  of  a railway  to  be  undertaken  direct  from  Seville  to  Malaga, 
and  another  light  railway  which  is  to  start  from  Coin,  in  this 
province,  to  somewffiere  in  the  province  of  Almeria,  thus  opening 
up  the  fruit  country. 

This  railway,  which  is  being  constructed  by  an  English  com-  Kail  way  from 
pany — the  Algeciras  (Gibraltar)  Railway  Company — extends  from  Bobadilla  to 
the  station  of  Bobadilla,  on  the  railway  from  Cordoba  to  Malaga, 
to  Algecira®,  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  and  will  be  about  110  miles 
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Marcia  and 

Granada 

railway. 


in  length.  The  town  of  Algeciras  is  5^  miles  from  Gibraltar  by 
sea,  and  there  is  frequent  communication  dally  by  steamer 
between  the  two  places. 

When  completed,  it  will  place  Gibraltar  and  the  surrounding 
district  in  direct  communication  with  the  general  system  of 
Spanish  railways,  including  the  line  to  Madrid,  the  frontier  of 
France,  and  the  rest  of  Europe,  and  be  the  highway  for  passengers 
arriving  at  Gibraltar  from  England,  America,  and  other  countries, 
proposing  to  visit  Granada,  Seville,  Cordoba,  and  other  places  of 
interest  in  the  south  of  Spain.  From  this  source  and  the  natural 
movement  of  the  locality  a large  passenger  traffic  is  expected. 

The  railway  will  also  serve  to  convey  the  products  of  the  rich 
plains  of  Andalusia,  oil,  wine,  cork,  cattle,  pigs,  fruit,  &c.,  as  well 
as  the  minerals  which  exist  in  the  localities  traversed  by  the  line 
to  the  sea  board,  when  they  can  be  shipped  by  the  numerous 
steamers  to  almost  all  parts  of  the  world,  which  make  Gibraltar  a 
port  of  call. 

26  miles  at  the  southern  end,  extending  from  Algeciras  to 
Jimena,  were  opened  for  public  traffic  on  December  13,  1890,  and 
44  miles  at  the  northern  end  from  the  junction  at  Bobadilla  to  the 
town  of  Ronda  were  opened  on  September  7,  1891. 

The  remainder  of  the  line,  about  40  miles  in  extent,  is 
expected  to  be  opened  for  traffic  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
summer,  the  works,  which  are  of  considerable  magnitude,  being 
well  advanced  towards  completion. 

As  regards  the  other  line  being  made  by  English  enterprise  in 
the  south  of  Spain  the  following  table  show  the  principal 
towns  passed  and  the  kilometres  of  each  from  Murcia.  It  will 
be  observed  that  at  87  Idioms,  from  Murcia  a branch  runs  off 
dowm  to  the  seaport  of  Aguilas. 


Stations. 

Distance. 

Branch  Line  to — 

Kiloms. 

From  Murcia  to — 

Lorca  . . 

63 

87 

Aguilas  (301  kiloms.) 

Baza  . . . . 

196 

Guadex  . , . . , . 

243 

Granada  . . 

331 

Besides  connecting  the  important  towns  of  Murcia  and 
Granada,  and  giving  local  facilities  to  large  tracts  of  the  provinces 
of  Murcia,  Almeria,  and  Granada.  This  railway  will  provide 
direct  communication  between  the  provinces  of  Alicante,  Valencia, 
Tarragona  and  Barcelona  with  Andalusia,  and  more  especially 
with  Malaga,  Seville,  Cadiz,  and  Huelva. 

By  means  of  the  railway  between  Bobadilla  and  Algeciras, 
now  being  finished,  it  will  complete  and  undoubtedly  open  up  a 
tourist  route,  via  Gibraltar,  between  England  and  such  towns  as 
Granada,  Carthagcna,  Alicante,  Valencia,  c'cc.,  by  doing  away 
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with  the  present  “ cul  de  sac  ” in  the  railway  system  at  Granada. 
In  factj  tourists  after  having  done  Granada  will  not  be  obliged 
to  retrace  their  steps  as  at  present,  but  will  be  able  to  continue 
their  journey  into  another  part  of  Spain,  or  can  even  make  for 
Algiers  via  Carthagena  and  Oran,  between  which  towns  there  at 
present  exists  a service  of  excellent  French  mail  boats. 

The  goods  traffic  to  be  picked  up  on  this  route  will  largely 
consist  of  minerals,  esparto  grass,  marble,  and  cereals.  The  last 
three  are  already  produced,  and  amongst  minerals  known  to 
await  the  railway  may  be  mentioned  iron  ore,  lead,  cobalt,  and 
copper  ores. 

As  yet  nothing  has  been  done  to  build  the  first  63  kilorns.  of 
the  railway  between  Murcia  and  Lorca ; in  fact,  this  section  will 
probably  be  abandoned,  as  another  railway  has  already  been  built 
there. 

From  Lorca  forward  to  Huercal  Overa,  42  kilorns.,  the  line  is 
completely  finished,  as  is  also  the  branch  down  to  Aguilas.  Both 
these  sections  have  been  open  for  public  use  for  some  time,  and 
the  traffic  returns  herewith  enclosed  will  give  the  details  of  what 
merchandise  has  been  carried. 

From  Huercal  Overa  to  a town  called  Gor,  some  223  kilorns. 
from  Murcia,  nearly  all  the  earthworks  and  masonry  are  finished.' 
At  the  only  two  points  where  this  is  not  the  case  the  delay  has 
been  caused  through  difficulties  experienced  in  expropriating  the 
lands.  On  the  remaining  section  between  Gor  and  Granada  the 
earthworks  and  masonry  are  finished  for  20  kilorns.  Here  diffi- 
culties arising  out  of  the  failure  of  the  principal  contractors  (a 
London  firm)  have  resulted  in  a law  suit  with  the  sub-contractors, 
and  the  works  have  been  stopped  by  judicial  mandates. 

Table  showing  Goods  Carried  by  the  Grand  Southern  of  Spain 
Railway  to  the  Port  of  Aguilas  during  the  Year  1891. 


Tong. 

Inflammable  goods  ..  ..  ..  ..  187 

Minerals  . . . . • . . . . . . . 80,000 

Wood  338 

Salt 30 

Esparto  grass  . , . . . . . . . . 7,350 

Liquids  . . . . . . . . . . . . 162 

Flour  1,906 

Cereals  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  665 

Fruit  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  800 

Straw  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,083 

Sundries  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,600 


Total  47,121 


Ab  in  my  last  few  annual  reports,  I beg  again  to  accentuate  Hotels, 
the  fact  that  there  is  good  opening  here  for  a good  hotel.*  It  is 
quite  curious  to  notice  how  Malaga  has  fallen  out  of  the  cognizance 
of  the  British  invalid,  who  goes  to  the  Riviera,  Madeira,  and  other 

* See  also  pages  6 and  7 of  my  Report  for  1891,  F.O.  Annual  Series  No.  966. 
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Steam  dyeing 
aid  cleaning 
establish- 
ment. 

Scent 

distillery. 

Barrel  factory. 
Tramivay. 


New  English 
firm. 


places  which  have  not  nearly  as  good  climates  as  this  place.  Over 
and  over  again  I have  tried  to  impress  on  the  owners  of  the  hotels 
already  existing  the  necessity  for  their  having  better  accommoda- 
tion for  invalids ; their  almost  invariable  reply  has  been  (1)  that 
they  have  as  much  business  as  they  can  undertake,  and  (2)  that 
when  the  invalids  come  they  will  make  arrangements  for  them, 
not  seeing  that  they  are  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse,  nor 
appreciating  the  fact  that  in  a climate  whose  average  temperature 
in  December  and  January  is  55  degrees  by  day  and  49  degrees  at 
11  o’clock  at  night,  and  where  in  9 years  there  were  only  16 
foggy  or  wintry  days,  and  where  the  death-rate  is  only  about 
2 per  cent,  per  annum,  if  proper  accommodation  is  only  supplied 
and  advertised  visitors  must  come,  and  do  now  come,  but  are 
turned  away. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  believed,  but  in  this  town  of  some  150,000 
inhabitants  there  is  no  dyeing  and  cleaning  establishment.  One 
properly  conducted  is  sure  to  do  a large  business. 

Don  Carlos  Larios  y Segura  has  recently  constructed  a scent 
distillery  here,  and  I am  told  it  is  likely  to  do  well. 

The  barrel  factory  of  Messrs.  Flews  and  Co.  is,  I believe,  a 
success. 

The  tramway  belonging  to  the  English  company  is  apparently 
doing  well,  but  wmuld  do  much  better  could  those  at  the  head  of 
affairs  understand  that  matters  cannot  be  done  abroad  as  at  home, 
and  that  the  character  of  the  people  with  whom  they  have  to 
deal  is  not  quite  the  same  as  that  of  Englishmen. 

A new  English  firm  has  also  begun  business  here  under  the 
name  of  the  “ Malaga  Mills,  Limited.” 

Annex  E contains  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  principal 
merchants  here. 

The  following  are  the  rates  of  exchange  for  bills  on  London 
at  three  months  date  prevailing  here  during  the  year  1891  : — 


Pesetas  c.  Pesetas  c. 

March  quarter  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  25  75  to  26  00 

June  „ 26  00  26  75 

September  quarter . . ..  ..  ..  ..  26  75  27  60 

December  „ . . . . . . . . . . 27  50  28  50 


And  it  will  be  seen  that  takers  of  bills  on  London  derived  a 
benefit  of  14  per  cent,  upon  these  negotiations,  assuming  par  to 
be  25  pesetas  to  the  \l.  But  as  the  price  of  the  1/.  sterling  rose 
so  did  the  price  of  provisions,  and  also  of  everything  brought 
from  abroad,  so  that  the  result  was  rather  a loss  than  a gain  to 
the  resident  who  had  to  draw  on  London. 
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Nationality. 
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French 
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Danish 

Portuguese  
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Total  

s 


S3 

■5 


and  by  24  yachts  of  various  nationalities,  with  a tonnage  of  6,022  tons  and  633  men. 


Annex  B. — Return  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Malaga  in  the  Year  1891. 

Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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Annex  C. — Return  showing  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  the  Port  of  Malaga  for  the  Year  181)1,  with  Country 

of  Origin,  and  Comparative  Totals  for  1890-91. 
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14,890,672 

2,089,175 
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Totals  1891. 
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Articles. 

Oils,  paints,  colours,  Ac 

Bteel  and  iron  bars 

Alcohol 

Colton,  raw 

Cotton,  spun  yarn,  (be 

Starch 

Tar,  pitch,  and  asphalt  ...  ... 

Sulphur  and  chemical  products  ... 

Dried  codfish 

Paving  stones,  curb  stones,  and 

bricks  

Cocoa  

Coffee 

Coal  and  coke 

Charcoal  

Oats,  corn,  chickpeas,  <fec.,  ex- 
cepting wheat  and  dried  vege- 
tables  

Beer,  ale,  and  sparkling  wines 
Cement  and  building  materials  ... 

Leather  hides,  &c 

Staves  

Tin,  bars,  and  manufactured 

copper,  tin,  and  zinc  

Hoop  iron  and  sheet  iron  

Grease,  <fcc 

Guano 

Iron  wire  

Iron  tubing,  cast  and  wrought 

Iron,  cast  

Iron,  manufactured 

Lard  and  pork 

JBatter 

Machinery  

Paper.  &c 

Petroleum  

Pimento 

Cheese 

Sacks,  &c 

Saltpetre  

Caustic  soda 

Lumber  and  plank  

Cotton  and  woollen  goods 

Wheat 

Glass,  porcelain,  and  crockery  ... 

[ (1413) 
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75 


Totals. 

1889. 

1,731 

15,497,856 

1 38,307 

34,245 

213,242 

486,029 

250,045 

102,991 

73,796 

12,287 

9,219 

104 

28,748 

212,903 

23,095 

4,720 

72,666 

25,432 

1,816 

16,500 

6,016 

991 

1,122,607 

51,843 

10,669 

1,743,767 

1890. 

384 

3,909,594 

67,909 

51,734 

228,838 

491,006 

159,117 

90,806 

166,747 

8,719 

3,228 

560 

24,288 

229,509 

44,801 

29,950 

22,066 

26,278 

34  ’ 

5,956 

4,361 

1,300,950 

93,058 

8,640 

1,658,718 

*1681 

663 

1,471,037 

38,620 

69,742 

38,239 

7,400 

773,394 

130,006 

194,251 

38,991 

1,183 

57 

32,861 

159,475 

5,580 

4,516 

26,476 

11,025 

’5,779 

3,733 

1,193,000 

38,851 

7,979 

1,531,963 

•joqraoooQ 

ills  ssfM  I I siiiii 

;g32fS‘  - i i -s  -g 

'.xaquiaAojq 

78,667 

7,599 

2,571 

1,390 

139,042 

’4^979 

2,708 

22 

11,758 

5,897 

5,200 

416 

1,634 

3,544 

2:335 

194 

4:030 

149:097 

•aaqoioo 

25 

89,466 

4,108 

16,596 

100 

256:315 

12,318 

4,710 

15,885 

230 

i:865 

4,357 

’"460 

’2:082 

343,000 

7,089 

2,256 

1 61,183 

Maqinajdas 

IIS*  sisi§  33  ii»  SI  s 1 

•?sn3nv 

57,271 
2,511 
1,964 
3,425 
7,400 
18,195  , 
40,970 
4,502 

’’’2O8 

’3,110 

2,158 

1 

’2,530 ! 
80 

80 

76,642 

ill  1 ill  if  ii  s i 

ff-  ioT  ■ N 1 : ; : • =5- 

•onnf 

lisi  Kill  SI  u s s 

107:393 

625 

11,038 

’l’,’980 

3,339 

’”  14 
i'6,’267 

”’  34 

224 

”145 

3o’6,’oOO 

460 

l’9:670 

•ludy 

170,443 

2,255 

’4,070 

290 

2,490 

198 

’5,060 

16,030 

‘i:976 

194 

’’*303 

150,000 

lib’, 225 

•qoa»W 

45 

120,205 

1,681 

3,542 

1,800 

■9,910 

7,792 

115,075 

1,576 

”340 

53,103 

’l,150 

100 

2,568 

*”372 

49 

200,000 

4,575 

1,600 

90,748 

•rjBnuBX* 

190 

381,609 

1,925 

4,939 

180 

12, ’648 
2,300 

13,902 

834 

’ ”21 

”800 

”750 

180 

995 

”481 

175 

13, ’b20 
189,’i65 

i : :J  : ::::::::::::::::::::  : 

1 : -J|  . = = = = = = = = = . . 

, 7 

Fans  

Olive  oil 

OUves 

Alcohol  and  spirits 

Garlic  

Almonds  ... 

„ Shelled  ' 
Canary  seed 

Aniseed 

Bice  

Hazel  nuts 

Saffron  

Cocoa  shell 

Orange  peel,  «fcc. 
Chestnut,  <fcc.  ... 

Onions  

Cummin  seed  ... 
Preserves  in  tins 
Corkirood 

Corks  

Chocolate 

Sweets  

Esparto 

Dried  fruits  ... 
Green  „ 
Chickpeas 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of  Malaga  for  the  Year  1891,  with  Comparative  Totals 
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Totals. 

00 

00 

otooowoloo  otO'>toioiC«o;otO'— 'ta* 

00  00  00  CO  OO  O eo  05  M -f  <2>  O Oo  --  Cl  O 05  o oo 

CO  O 000000  OOOOOl'. 

os" o' oo" S tS o~  o' co" o” JS 

00  lO  o eo  05  05  to  o —1  o CO  to  o to  eo  o o 

CO  O O 1— 1 — . lO  •— 1 O >0^0  CJ_ 

1-H  >a  t-  05 

1890. 

376,444 

1,480 

479,119 

4,613 

3,793,438 

15 

2,058,536 

93,302 

295 

4,192,565 

8,117 

44,765 

4,029 

j 11,505,432 

! 10,145,921 

484,511 

1,185,034 

23,474 

9,091,663 

o> 

00 

OTj<00^05OCi00  — C<JC<lcor^iO 

'^C^'^OOOOO'^00  ''«J<COC^OCO^OOI'^ 

lO^o  C5 o CO  00 

c>  f>i  oT  cS  io^iOiS^iOc^a^co<>r 

COCOTt<«-HOOpH  »0  O CO  I'-CO-^P-I  Oi 

CO  (M  ^ 

c<r  ^ CO  cT 

1 

'.raqiuaoaa  | 

1 O ^ C5  O O O O O 

CO  Oit^co  C'loi— 

I COOOCOCO  CO  OICOCO  OOl>- 

1 :»-4'co‘  cT  : !c^  co  •'*1^  i^T  • ioTc^'ocT 

CO  lO  0 CO  <>J  ‘o 

pH  ^ Ot^  CO  0 

1 r-T  cf  C<r 

MOquiOAO^ 

400 

940 

29,882 

307, *665 

9 

161,566 

2,570 

817[888 

2,810 

8,343 

17 

l,762,'ll0 

17,’424 

855,277 

uaqo^oQ 

0 UOiH^CD  0 0 00ir0H<  _ 00  p-t 

00  00  05  CO  05  PH  0 0 ^ 05 

i-H  ^ ^ • . 0 . ^ ^ 
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01  0 ^ CM  ^ 0 ^ 2 

•.taquioidas 

232,250 

10,080 

43,772 

847,‘082 

10,575 

""800 

13,340 

... 

729,700 

323 

4,438 

730 

5,44‘2i883 

203j585 

940 

689,652 

'jsnSnv 

75,910 

914 

10,0c  0 

1,675 

"’520 

2,960 

26,340 

’3,200 

540 

2,598,393 

"7,876 

120 

571,157 

OOCMiO-HOO  00 

CO  uO  CO  r—  CD  C^J 

CMCOCDOpHI>-  HJ4CM 

- -M  • ’g^  ■ ■ 5 

cT 

•oauf 

0 0 0 0 CO  CIOOCOCMO  00h*« 

CD  0 0 1.0  00  HTCD 

^ O^^H^^PHCD  ^ 

: : 0"  : : c^r  lo*  'o'  ^-^00*1-^*  co* 

^ PH  CD  0 0 CO  iO 

CD  CC^pH  CD 

•iBK 

000  0 lO  C5  0 CO  0 00 

00  lO  0 OCD  oOocoo  t^CO 

0 00  CD  CM  CO  n^r^ocMO 

: * :^:cM’':cr  • oTJ  c^o^oTr^ici'c^ 

^ CD  • 0000  0 

CO  O) 

'ludy 

2,290 

200 

920 

2i‘,800 

3’7,150 

16,790 

105,916 

96 

500 

833 

406,652 

2,025,426 

142.000 

923,664 

•qo-iBU 

"900 

21’, ’500 

9,850 

26,’b80 

2,480 

45 

102,136 

113 

793 

507, ’533 
669,226 
85,363 

"450 

962,424 

•Aienjqa^^ 

’i",493 

"4,830 

22,000 

30,000 

96,325 

’’’248 

97,256 

’3,860 

1,259,459 

829,410 

’’’660 

1,239 

496,594 

'.JjBnaBf 

OOOOO  OOC'IO-'IIO^ 

ol'-oi'o  otoioetioc'i 

.■^01  .Its  . N • .c^  .S')  .0 

•'  oT-T  • o'  ' ; o'  ! ■»*r  00"  • • 

r-H  CO  CO  rl  to  01  2^ 

,-H  nH  05  03 

UUU  UUUUUi  1 

Is  s 

Articles. 

Pomegranates  ... 
Dried  vegetables 

rigs  

Soap  

Lemons 

Minerals 

Cards  

Oranges  

Palm  leaf  manu- 
factures 

Cigarette  paper  .. 

Haisins  

Salt  fish 

Pimento 

Silver  (coin) 

Silver  lead 

Lead  

Liquorice  root  ... 

Grapes  

Vinegar  

Wine 

B 2 
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SPAIN 


List  of  the  Principal  Merchants  of  Malaga. 


Description. 

Names  of  Firms.  j 

Addiess. 

Alcohol 

Bein  and  Co. 

Carlos  Krauel 

Jimenez  and  Lamothe 

Amat.  Hermanos  . . 

Alameda  Hermosa 

Muelle,  63 

Calle  Larios 

St.  Juan  de  Die.",  21 

Banks  and 

Bank  of  Spain  (branch)  . . 

Alameda  Hermosa 

Bankers 

Clemens  and  Petersen  . . 

Cumming  and  Van  Dulken 

Bein  and  Co. 

Alameda  de  Colon 

Alameda  de  Colon 

Alameda  Hermosa 

Cement 

Casenave,  Mirasson,  and  Co. 

Antonio  Chacon 

J.  Herrera  Fajardo . . 

Goux  and  Tembourg 

Calle  St.  Juan 

Calle  Cisneros,  58 

Calle  Especerias,  24 

Calle  Especerias,  14 

Coal  and  coke. . 

Hijos  de  M.  Larios . . 

Hijos  de  M.  A.  Heredia  . . 

Carlos  Larios  . . . . 

Rupert  Heaton 

Jimenez  and  Hermano 

E .Herrera  Ferrer  . . . . . . 

Pacheco  Brothers  .. 

Alameda,  1 

Alameda,  28 

Alameda,  18 

Fabrica  de  la  Esperanza 
Alameda,  21 

Muelle,  63 

Calle  Martinez 

Cognac  t . 

Jimenez  and  Lamothe  ..  .. 

Calle  Larios 

Codfish  . . 

Crook,  Hermanos,  and  Co. 

Mathias  Huelin  and  Co.  . . 
Cumming  and  Van  Dulken 

Alameda,  21 

Alameda  Colon 

Alameda  Colon 

Drugs  and 

Juan  Alonzo.. 

Sania  Maria 

chemicals 

Lozano  Julian 

Juan  Canales 

Manuel  Comitre 

Francisco  Garcia  . . 

E.  Garnica  . . 

Gonzalez  Marfie 

Antonio  Mamely  . . 

Perez  de  Guzman  . . 

Perez  Souviron 

Agustin  Prolongo  . . 

Agustin  Perez 

Antonio  Chacon 

J.  Herrera  Fajardo . . 

Luis  de  Velasquez 
Compania,  15 

Des  Accras 

Camiceria,  46 

Cister,  24 

Compania,  36 

Plaza  Rieg,  1 

Plaza  Constitucion,  No.  16 
Calle  Granada,  42 

Puerta  del  Mar,  7 

Marques  Larios 

Cisneros,  58 

Especerias,  24 

Fruit  .. 

Clemens  and  Petersen 

Cumming  and  Van  Dulken  . . 

Garret  and  Co. 

Edward  Loring  . . 

Juan  Oyarzabal 

Rein  and  Co.  . . 

Alameda  Colon 

Alameda  Colon 

Calle  Martires 

Alameda 

Peligro,  7 

Alameda  Hermosa 

Oas  . . t . 

Compania  del  Alumbrado  . . 

Molina  Larios,  5 

Crockery 

Francisco  Huelin  . . 

“ElGlobo” 

Alonzo  Hermanos  . . 

Calle  M.  de  Larios 

Calle  Nueva 

Calle  Santa  Maria 

Groceries  ‘ . . 

George  Hodgson 

Serafin  Soto . , 

Accua  Hermanos  .. 

Francisco  Echecopar  . . 

Puerta  del  Mar 

Calle  Nueva 

Puerta  del  Mar 

Calle  de  la  Bolsa,  17 

MALAGA 
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List  of  the  Principal  Merchants  of  Malaga — continued. 


Description. 

Names  of  Firms. 

Address. 

Groceries — 

J uan  Fernandez 

Plaza  de  los  Moros,  14 

continued 

Feliciano  Garcia  . . 

Augustin  Ledesma  . . 

Merida  Hermanos  . . 

Ruiz  Saenz  . . 

Calle  San  Juan,  61 

Plaza  Ariola,  10 

Calle  St.  Juan,  49 

Calle  Margaret,  5 

Furniture 

Juan  Alonzo. . 

Jos6  Cabezas 

Lozano  Julian 

Calle  Santa  Maria 

Plaza  Constitucion 

Luis  de  Velasquez 

Drapers  . . 

Gomez  Hermanos  . . . . 

Conde  and  Prados  . . 

Marmolejo  and  Co. . . 

Calle  Nueva 

Calle  M.  de  Larios 

Calle  Granada 

Iron  and 

Rupert  Heaton 

Fabrica  la  Esperanza 

machinery 

Hijos  de  M.  A.  Heredia  . . 

Hijos  de  M.  Larios . . 

Carlos  Larios 

Carlos  Larios  Segura  . . 

Eduard  Huelin 

Briales  and  Castel  . . 

Martin  Heredia 

Francisco  Cahera  . . 

Antonio  Dominguez 

Garcia  Arcaya  and  Co. 

E.  Martinez.. 

Portal  Hermanos 

Antonio  Rosado 

Alameda,  8 

Alameda,  2 

Alameda,  14 

Alameda,  16 

Alameda,  42 

Alameda,  40 

Alameda,  11 

Plaza  de  Toros  Vieja 
Torrijos,  32 

Alameda,  19 

Tiro,  2 

Sagusta,  8 

Torrijos,  8 

Flowers,  plants, 
and  seeds 

Juan  Lopez  Morales  (Gardener 
British  Cemetery) 

Noble  hospital 

Perfumery  (Es- 

Carlos Larios  and  Segura  . . 

Alameda,  16 

sences  for) 

George  Hodgson  . . 

Francisco  Huelin  . . 

Puerta  del  Mar 

Calle  M.  de  Larios 

Olive  oil 

Amat.  Hermanos  .. 

Clemens  and  Petersen 

Deluis  Hermanos  . . 

Gross  and  Co. 

Rein  and  Co. 

Hijos  de  Pedro  Vais 

San  Juan  de  Dios,  20 
Alameda  Colon 

Peligro,  7 

Alameda,  1 

Alameda  Hermosa,  4 
Alameda  Hermosa,  5 

Manures 

Compania  Agricola  y Salinas  de 
Fuente  Piedra 

Canales,  3 

Printing 

Carrera  and  Hijo  . . 

Antonio  Carrion 
“ Correo  de  Andalucia  ” . . 

Narciss  Franquelo  . . 

R.  Garcia  Sanchez  . . 

Viuda  de  Gil  de  Montes  . . 

Manuel  Martinez  . . • . 

Munoz  Maddueho  . . . . . . 

Ramon  Parraga 

I “ Aviiador  Malagueno"  ,. 

Plaza  Constitucion,  82 
Comedias,  28 

Cusapalma 

Alcazabilla,  20 

Mariblanca,  19 

Cinteria,  3 

Pozos  Dulces 

Molina  Lario 

Calle  Marques  de  Lnrios 

1 Marques 
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List  of  the  Principal  Merchants  of  Malaga — continued. 


Description. 

Names  of  Firms. 

Address. 

Ironmongery  .. 

Flaquer  and  Hijo 

Calle  Nuevo  de  Puerta 
Nueva 

Gomez  Saenz  and  Co. 

Calle  Marchanto,  12 

Jose  Gutierrez 

Santa  Maria 

“ El  Candado  ” . . . , 

San  Juan 

Barrera  Hermanos . . 

Calle  Nueva 

Marcoso  and  Enciso 

Calle  Compania 

Goux  and  Tembonrg 

Marques  de  Larios 

Casenave,  Mirason  and  Co. 

San  Lan 

Sewing  machines 

A dolfo  Bergmann  . . 

Calle  Especerias 

M.  Bing 

Calle  Granada,  51 

Lacour  and  Lesage . . 

Pasage  de  Alvarez 

Singer  Sewing  Machine  Co. 

Angel,  No.  1 

Textiles 

Jos§  Alvarez 

Calle  Nueva,  11 

M.  Benito  and  Co.  . . 

Calle  Nueva,  66 

Basas  and  Terrats  . . . , , . 

Santa  Maria,  13 

Garcia  Pons  and  Co. 

Luis  Velasquez,  3 

Gomez  Hermanos  . . 

Calle  Nueva,  8 

Gomez  and  Diaz 

Calle  Torril,  3 

Conde  and  Prados  . . , . 

Calle  de  M.  de  Larios 

Martinez  and  Gimenez 

Calle  Nueva,  21 

Maso  Carrillo  and  Co 

Martinez,  3 

Barrel  factory. . 

Plews  and  Co. 

.. 

Spirits . . . . 

Barcelo  and  Torres . . . • 

Malfiro 

Morales  and  Hijo  . . 

Peligro,  19 

Steamship  and 

Clemens  and  Petersen 

Alameda  Colon 

shipping 

agents 

Vicente  Baquera  and  Viuda  de 
Scholtz 

Alameda,  36 

W.  C.  Be  van  and  Co. 

Casas  de  Campos,  21 

Andrew  Bjerre 

Coslina  del  Muelle,  21 
and  23 

Charles  Farquharson 

Muelle,  65 

Mac  Andrews  and  Co, 

Muelle,  79 

Juan  Koose  . . 

Bolsa,  1 

Mowbray  Brothers  . . . • 

Muelle,  25 

Edward  Loring 

Alameda,  21 

Crooke,  Bros,  and  Co. 

Alameda,  21 

Juan  Oyarzabal  , . 

Peligro,  7 

Wine  mer- 

Barcelo and  Torres  . . 

Malpica,  1 

chants  ex- 

Delius, Hermanos,  and  Co. 

Peligro,  7 

porters,  and 

Garret  and  Co. 

Casas  de  Campos 

stores,  &c. 

Federico  Gross  and  Co. 

Alameda,  1 

Hijos  de  M.  A.  Heredia  . . 

Alameda,  28 

Jimenez  and  Lamothe  .. 

Marques  de  Larios,  1 

Moreno  Mazon  and  Hijos  . . 

Andres  Perez,  1 

Nagel  Disdier  Hermanos  . . 

Cuarteles,  35 

Pries  and  Co. 

Avemda  de  Pries 

Ramos  Tellez  (Hijo  de  E.)  ,, 

Fortuny 

Rein  and  Co. 

Alameda  Hermosa 

Rittwagen  (Adolfo) 

Pescaderia,  27 

Romera  de  la  Bandera 

Plaza  Moros,  16 

Scholtz  Hermanos  . . 

Alameda  Colon 

Clemens  and  Petersen 

Alameda  Colon 

Crooke,  Hermano  and  Co.. . 

Alameda,  21 

Edward  Loring 

Alameda,  21 

Hijos  de  M.  A.  Heredia  . . 

Alameda,  7 
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Adra. 

Mr.  Consular- Agent  Benet  reports  as  follows : — 

There  has  been  no  alteration  worthy  of  notice  compared  with 
previous  years. 

Mining  industry  is  passing  through  a diflScult  conjuncture  on 
account  of  the  fall  in  the  price  of  lead  ; and  the  number  of  smelt- 
ing works  of  that  metal  have  been  reduced  to  three. 

These  continue  to  be  very  scanty,  and  insufficient  to  provide 
for  the  necessities  of  the  fishermen,  who  are  obliged  to  implore 
charity  whenever  bad  weather  prevails  for  more  than  three  days. 

The  production  of  the  sugar  cane  has  been  somewhat  greater 
and  of  better  quality  than  last  year’s  crop,  better  prices  having 
been  obtained  on  account  of  the  rise  in  the  price  of  sugar.  The 
greater  part  of  the  valley  or  vega  ” continues  under  water,  and 
hitherto  no  measures  have  been  devised  to  remedy  the  disaster. 

The  following  are  returns  of  imports  and  exports ; but  it 
must  be  understood  that  many  articles  are  conveyed  inwards  as 
well  as  outwards  by  land  carriage  by  the  road  which  connects  this 
town  with  Almeria  : — 


Impoets. 


Coal  and  coke 
Cotton 
Machinery 
Spun  yarns 


Kilos. 

2,231,322 

137,636 

8,008 

31,614 


Expoets. 


Lead 

Galena 

Calamine 


Kilos. 

3,642,818 

630,268 

292,000 


Aguilas. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Naftel  reports  as  follows  : — 

During  the  past  year  (1891)  the  following  vessels  cleared  : — 


Nationality. 


British 
French 
Norwegian  *. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


(steamers) 


56 

6 

4 


44,033 

2,791 

1,362 


Fisheries, 


Shipping. 
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SPAIN. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Eailways. 


Railway 

bridge. 


Imports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

From— 

Railway  plant 

Tons. 

2,318 

Great  Britain 

• • • 

1,349 

1,871 

France 

Coal  and  coke 

Great  Britain 

Cement 

950 

France 

Timber 

362 

Sweden 

And  small  lots  of  iron  tubing  from  England,  and  Decauville  rail- 
way plant  from  France. 


Exports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

For — 

Esparto 

Tons. 

19,582 

Great  Britain 

Iron  ore 

11,520 

Great  Britain 

99  • • . . • • • • 

7,700 

France 

1,270 

Holland 

Oranges,  grapes,  lemons  . . 

300 

France  and 

England 

The  works  of  the  Great  Southern  of  Spain  Railway  Company, 
Limited,  of  London,  have  been  pushed  forward  as  far  as  the  town 
of  Baza,  in  the  province  of  Granada,  and  are  progressing  with  all 
possible  speed.  The  carrying  trade  for  goods,  as  well  as  passenger 
traflBc,  promise  well  in  this  district,  where  the  line  has  been  in  full 
working  order  throughout  the  present  year.  Once  the  entire  line 
from  Murcia  to  Granada  is  completed,  Aguilas  will  be  considered 
as  the  receiving  port  for  all  material  to  be  introduced.  As  proof 
of  the  advantages  of  bringing  merchandise  down  to  Aguilas  by 
this  line,  the  following  articles  have  been  run  into  this  station 
during  the  past  year,  the  first  complete  12  months  of  its  establisl;- 
ment : — 


Tons. 

Iron  ore  . . . . . . . . 30,000 

Esparto  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,350 

Straw..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4,083 

Flour..  ..  ..  ..  1,906 

Fruit 800 

Barley  ..  ..  665 

Timber  . . . . . . . . 3,38 

Wines  and  spirit  ..  .,  ..  ..  162 

Petroleum  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,,  ..  187 

Sundries  ..  ..  ,.  ..  ..  1,600 


Total 47,091 


A bridge  of  two  spans  of  40  metres  each,  of  Belgian  manu- 
facture, has  been  successfully  put  together  at  Lorca,  connecting 
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the  line  from  Murcia  to  Lorca  with  that  from  Lorca  to  Aguilas 
and  the  main  line  to  Granada,  thus  avoiding  unloading  and 
transfer  of  goods  from  trucks  of  one  company’s  line  to  that  of  the 
English  company,  which  will  be  of  immense  advantage  to  receivers 
of  merchandise  from  districts  lying  on  the  Madrid-Zaragoza  line. 

This  magnificent  bridge  has  been  recently  tested  officially  and 
approved  by  the  Spanish  Government  engineers  and  inspectors. 

Continue  at  50  c.  on  all  cargo  landed  or  shipped,  payable  by  Harbour  dues, 
vessels,  and  68J  c.  on  same  by  receivers  or  shippers,  which  is 
considered  far  too  heavy. 

Shipments  have  been  larger  by  2,000  tons  than  during  the  Esparto, 
preceding  year.  This  season’s  crop  is  expected  to  be  an  average 
one,  and  qualit}^  promises  to  be  fairly  good. 

Exports  are  rapidly  increasing.  The  quantity  shipped  in  Iron  ore. 
1891  is  double  that  of  1890.  Large  stocks  are  in  hand  at  different 
mines  and  at  depots  on  quays  here.  One  firm  is  now  laying  a 
Decauvilie  railway  from  a large  producing  mine  in  the  Sierra  de 
en  Medio  to  the  station  at  a very  short  distance,  where  the  ore  is 
put  into  the  trucks  of  the  Great  Southern  of  Spain  Railway  Com- 
pany, reaching  Aguilas  in  about  one  hour’s  run.  The  quality  of 
these  ores  appears  to  be  highly  appreciated  in  the  English  and 
French  markets  ; and  it  is  evident  that  Aguilas  is  destined  to 
become  an  important  shipping  place  for  these  and  other  minerals 
now  being  brought  down  tor  the  first  time.  The  mines  lie  within 
easy  distance  of  the  new  railroad,  and  every  facility  is  offered  for 
transport  and  shipment.  Steamers  r.ow  load  broadside  on  to  quay, 
and  receive  excellent  dispatch. 

Aguilas  enjoys  an  equable  and  very  pleasant  climate  from  Climate, 
October  to  May.  The  supply  of  fresh  water  is  abundant  and  liealth,  &c. 
pure  ; its  sandy  shores  render  it  unequalled  as  a bathing  resort ; 
new  establishments  have  been  erected  similar  to  those  at 
watering  places  in  the  north  of  Spain,  where  every  convenience 
is  found  for  bathers  of  both  sexes,  hot  sea-baths  being  also  pro- 
curable, all  at  a very  moderate  cost.  Its  position  renders  it 
extremely  healthy,  even  during  the  hottest  season,  when  the 
thermometer  rarely  marks  82  degrees  Fahrenheit  in  the  shade,  in 
winter  the  average  is  61  degrees  Fahrenheit,  seldom  dropping  to 
.50  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

In  this  respect  the  town  is  sadly  deficient,  and  this  is  the  more  Hotel  accom- 
to  be  regretted  now  that  Aguilas  has  been  brought  into  direct  and  modation. 
easy  communication  by  rail  with  Madrid  and  the  large  inland 
towns;  a moderate  sized  and  fairly  good  hotel,  situated 
advantageously  near  the  sands,  would  prove  a remunerative 
undertaking,  as  the  influx  of  visitors  during  the  summer  months 
is  very  large,  as  many  as  500  arriving  by  rail  only  in  one  day,  and 
these  would  be  greatly  increased  were  travellers  sure  of  finding 
suitable  accommodation. 

Call  here  weekly,  touching  at  Carthagena,  Alicante,  and  Coasting 
Valencia  on  their  way  up  to  Barcelona,  and  downwards  at  Malaga  steamers, 
and  Cadiz.  The  fares  are  not  high,  the  accommodation  fairly 
good,  and  the  food  such  as  is  found  at  small  hotels. 
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Trade. 


Shipping. 


The  attention  of  growers  in  this  neighbourhood  is  being 
gradually  drawn  to  the  advantages  now  offered  them  for  shipment 
of  their  produce,  such  as  oranges,  lemons,  almonds,  figs,  and 
grapes,  which  can  be  brought  here  by  rail  in  a few  hours,  con^ 
veyed  with  special  care,  and  put  on  board  ship  with  ease  and 
safety. 

Generally,  is  looking  up,  and  the  coming  year  will  undoubtedly 
show  a good  result,  principally  due  to  the  laying  of  rails  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood. 


Almeria. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Lindsay  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  number  of  British  vessels  which  entered  the  port  in  189 i 
was  less  than  that  of  1890. 


Entered. 


Year. 

Number  of 
y essels. 

Tons. 

Crewe. 

1890  

157 

132,001 

3,304 

1891 

134 

109,899 

2,747 

Cleared. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1890  

155 

130,605 

3,273 

1891 

136 

111,295 

2,777 

No  British  sailing  vessel  entered  the  port,  or,  at  least,  was 
reported  at  the  Vice-Consulate  in  1891. 

During  this  year,  according  to  statistics  from  official  sources, 
the  total  number  of  vessels  of  all  sorts  engaged  in  the  import 
trade  was  273  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  196,157  tons.  The 
export  trade  was  carried  in  331  vessels  with  a total  tonnage  of 
204,176  tons.  These  figures  must  necessarily  be  wrong, 
as  will  be  apparent  from  one  moment’s  glance  at  the  subjoined 
table  obtained  from  official  sources. 
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Entebed. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  . . 

45 

47,333 

1 

681 

Spanish . . 

219 

144,040 

21 

4,328 

Other  nationalities 

9 

4,784 

20 

5,679 

Total 

273 

196,157 

42 

10,688 

Cleared. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  .. 

121 

96,647 

1 

105 

Spanish . . 

165 

83,060 

13 

2,933 

Other  nationalities 

18 

17,333 

13 

3,498 

Total 

304 

197,040 

27 

6,536 

These  figures  are  evidently  wrong,  as  there  were  134  British 
vessels  which  entered  and  136  cleared  from  this  port. 

Those  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  as  having  been  taken  Sugar  works, 
over  by  Messrs.  Cumella  and  Co.  for  the  manufacture  of  beet 
sugar  have  unfortunately  once  more  been  abandoned  through  the 
failure  of  these  people. 

The  machinery  which  was  in  process  of  erection  has  been 
seized  by  the  Fives-Lille  Company,  who  supplied  it. 


Railways. 

This  railway  is  rapidly  progressing,  the  total  length  of  the  Almeria- 
line  from  the  station  at  Almeria  to  that  of  the  Baiios  of  the  Sierra  Alhamilla 
Alhamilla  is  16  kiloms.,  and  it  is  said  that  the  line  will  be  ready  Company, 
for  transport  in  September.  This  railway,  which  is  chiefly  ^ ' 
intended  for  the  transport  of  iron  ore  from  the  Sierra  Alhamilla, 
will  also  bring  the  produce  of  the  towns  and  villages  near  which 
it  passes.  By  this  means  the  greater  part  of  the  vega  of 
Almeria  will  find  a cheap  rate  of  transport  for  its  fruit  and 
vegetables ; and  in  a similar  way  the  towns  of  Viator  Huercal 
and  Pechina  will  equally  benefit.  There  is  a projected  pro- 
longation of  this  railway  to  the  mines  at  Alfaro — length,  6 kiloms., 
and  a further  projected  prolongation  from  Alfaro  to  the  iron  mines 
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of  Lucainena  about.  25  kiloms.,  or,  in  the  event  of  the  latter  not 
being  carried  out,  from  Lucainena  to  Agua  Amarga  on  the  coast 
of  the  Mediterranean,  the  lensith  being  32  kiloms.  The  directors 
of  these  lines  are  Mr.  H.  Borner,  London,  and  Don  Manuel 
Francisco  Eeguena,  Almeria,  and  the  company  has  offices  in 
London  and  Almeria.  From  the  mines  situated  at  the  Banos  of 
Sierra  Alhamilla  it  is  calculated  that  about  600  tons  of  iron  ore 
of  excellent  quality  will  be  brought  down  daily. 

The  works  are  being  cai’ried  on  with  the  greatest  possible 
activity  throughout  the  whole  line. 

The  pier  extension  goes  on  steadily. 

There  are  now  completed  (May  31)  826*30  met.  of  the 
new  portion  of  the  western  mole  with  a depth  of  water  at  the  end 
of  the  breakwater  of  14*20  met. 

On  May  31  the  eastern  limb  of  the  harbour  extended  to  195 
met.  with  an  extreme  depth  of  water  of  84*0  met. 

This  branch  of  industry  is  unfortunately  at  a standstill,  owing 
to  the  failure  of  Messrs.  Cumella  and  Co. 

Some  10,655  tons  of  coal  and  two  entire  cargoes  of  rails  and 
sleepers  form  the  chief  articles  of  foreign  importation.  The 
official  statistics  are  so  untrustworthy  that  I do  not  give  them 
at  all. 

These  continue  to  be  chiefly  iron  ore,  esparto  and  grapes. 
About  30,000  tons  of  esparto,  some  10,000  tons  of  iron  ore,  and 
650,000  barrels  of  grapes,  248,000  of  which  went  to  the  United 
States  and  the  remainder  to  Great  Britain.  7,000  cases  of 
almonds  and  1,000  boxes  of  oranges  also  were  sent  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

The  disastrous  floods  which  occurred  on  September  11  swept 
away  vineyards  and  dwelling-houses.  There  was  also,  un- 
fortunately, considerable  loss  of  life.  A repetition  on  October  18 
put  the  finishing  stroke  of  disaster  to  the  grape  crop,  which,  in 
consequence,  was  diminished  by  about  40  per  cent. 

Only  one  English  sailing  ship  entered  the  port  of  Almeria  in 
1891. 


Cartagena. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Milvain  reports  as  follows : — 


British  Vessels  Entered. 

British  Vessels  Cleared. 

Year. 

Number  of 
■Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1891 

303 

287,338 

326 

816,318 
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Shipping. 

Last  year  shows  a great  falling-off  in  the  number  of  British 
vessels  which  entered  this  port ; indeed,  it  has  been  the  worst 
year  of  any  for  a long  time  back.  In  comparison  with  the  previous 
year  there  is  a decrease  in  the  number  of  vessels  entering  of  221 
and  in  the  tonnage  of  231,496  tons.  This  decrease  may  be  put 
down  entirely  to  the  small  demand  which  prevailed  for  the  iron 
and  manganese  ores  of  this  district,  and  which,  I believe,  was  not 
confined  to  here  alone. 


Exports) 

This  export  shows  a very  large  decrease,  being  only  a little  Iron  ores, 
over  half  of  what  was  exported  during  the  previous  twelve  months. 

The  total  quantity  shipped  was  421,200  tons,  and  was  sent  to 
the  following  countries  : — 


Tons. 

United  Kingdom ..  ..  198,273 

United  States  of  America 166,227 

Holland  ..  ..  40,400 

France  . . . . . . . . 17,800 


Of  the  ore  shipped  to  the  United  States  of  America,  51,851 
tons  were  manganiferous  iron  ore  and  the  remainder  dry  iron 
ore. 

The  exportation  of  these  ores  has  also  decreased,  the  quantity  Zinc  ores, 
exported  being  7,500  tons,  as  against  10,150  tons  in  the  previous 
year.  The  whole  quantity  was  sent  to  Belgium. 

15,017  tons  of  esparto  were  shipped  during  the  past  year  to  Esparto. 
England  and  Scotland,  being  a decrease  as  compared  with  the 
previous  12  months,  but  exceeds  slightly  the  quantity  shipped 
in  1889. 

The  exportation  of  grapes  from  this  port  has  been  discontinued  Green  fruit, 
as  it  was  found  that  the  class  grown  in  the  district  would  not 
stand  the  voyage. 

For  the  first  time  apples  were  shipped  to  England,  the 
quantity  being  about  430  tons. 

Lead  in  pigs  was  exported  from  this  port  as  follows  : — Lead. 


To- 

Silver  Lead. 

Soft  Lead. 

Total. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

France  . . 

18,000 

6,400 

United  Kingdom 

8,601 

11,230 

Belgium. . . . 

7,300 

, . 

Spain  (Barcelona) 

1,140 

Italy 

700 

Total  . * 

33,901 

19,470 

62,371 
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Lead  ore  in  the  natural  state  was  exported  to : — 


Belgium 

France 

United  Kingdom 

- 

. 

Tons. 

1,790 

690 

600 

Total . . 

3,080 

Or  as  nearly  as  possil3le  the  same  quantity  as  was  exported 
the  year  before. 


Imports, 

The  following  are  the  quantities  of  coal  and  coke  imported 
here  during  1890  : — 

Tons. 

Coal  f 61,087 

Coke  30,870 

These  quantities  compared  with  the  previous  year  show  an 
increase  in  the  import  of  coal  of  5,387  tons  and  a decrease  of 
2,730  tons  of  coke. 

Three  mixed  cargoes  of  pitch-pine  lumber  and  timber  con- 
sisting of  1,176,000  superficial  feet  were  received  from  the 
Southern  States  of  America  in  Scandinavian  bottoms.  From 
Canada  588  St.  Petersburg  standards  of  spruce  deals  were  im- 
ported, and  from  the  Baltic  4,300  standards  of  pitch-pine  deals. 

1,058  tons  of  salt  cod-fish  were  received  from  Norway  and 
270  tons  from  Newfoundland. 


Harbour  Works. 

These  works  are  being  continued  and  during  the  past  year  a 
large  quay  on  the  north-east  side  of  the  harbour  was  completed 
and  vessels  go  alongside  to  discharge  their  cargoes. 

Dredging  operations  are  still  going  on  with  the  view  of  getting 
a minimum  depth  inside  the  port  of  28  feet. 

The  public  health  continues  good. 
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Garrucha. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Pecket  reporfs  as  follows  : — 

It  will  be  seen,  and  in  detail,  by  the  annexed  tables  that  there 
has  been  an  increase  both  in  the  amount  of  the  value  of  imports 
and  exports  this  j^ear  in  comparison  with  those  of  1890. 

The  difference  is  as  follows  : — 

Foreign  imports,  25,07 OZ.  more  ; exports,  4*2,495/.  more. 

The  excess  in  the  imports  consisted  of  the  value  of  4,027  tons 
of  coke,  2,530  tons  of  coals  and  161  tons  of  machinery  more  than 
in  1890,  and  points  to  the  steadily  reviving  activity  in  the  lead 
smelting  districts.  The  increase  of  2,404^  in  the  value  of  the 
coasting  imports  which  consisted  of  lead  ore  is  also  attributable 
to  the  same  cause,  as  is  clearly  the  great  increase  in  the  value  of 
the  foreign  exports  represented  by  the  value  of  2,200  tons  of 
silver  lead  sent  to  England. 

The  gross  amounts  of  value  of  imports  and  exports  during  the 
years  1890  and  1891,  are  as  follows  : — 


Value. 

1890. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

Imports  ..  .. 

172,036 

199,510 

Exports 

443,976 

477,256 

Total 

616,012 

676,766 

Increase  . . 

60,754 

The  following  tables  show  the  particulars  and  approximate 
value  of  the  imports  and  exports  for  the  year  1891 : — 


. Imports,  Fopeign,  1891. 


Articled. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Coke 

* , 

19,814 

39,600 

Coala 

6,955 

10,400 

Manufactured  iron 

59 

650 

Firebricks  and  clay 

67 

170 

Machinery  . . . . . . 

161 

12,450 

Petroleum  and  tar. . 

71 

660 

Various  articles  .. 

18 

720 

Total 

j 27,135 

64,640 
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Articles. 

I 

j Quantity. 

Value. 

Petroleum  . . 

Tons. 

400 

£ 

3,600 

Salt..  .. 

.. 

671 

671 

Kico 

1 

455 

5,460 

Flour  

45 

540 

Lead  ore  . , 

9,050 

72,400 

Iron  „ 

••1 

1,857 

1,485 

Timber  and  deals  . . 

I 

808 

8,080 

Esparto  . . . . . . 

24 

216 

Cotton  and  woollen  good. . 

76 

15,200 

Coke 

111 

109 

Soap 

462 

11,550 

Iron  and  steel  in  bars,  &c. 

195 

2,410 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

7 

77 

Salt  fish  . . . . 

16 

352 

Sugar  

101 

4,040 

1,280 

Spirits  of  wine 

32 

Hydraulic  cement. . 

250 

750 

Various  articles  .. 

“ I 

166 

6,610 

Total 

14.726 

134,860 

Exports,  Foreion,  1891. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

1 ron  ore  . . 

117,609 

69,300 

Silver  lead 

11,900 

357,500 

Esparto  . , . . . . , . 

5,950 

41,650 

Oranges  and  lemons 

534 

4,200 

Palmeto  leaves  . . 

90 

750 

Copptrr  matt 

44 

2,209 

Various  articles  . . 

9 

360 

Total  

136,127 

465,960 

(1413) 


c 
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Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value, 

Tons. 

£ 

Marble 

31 

868 

Soapstone.. 

302 

1,208 

Palmeto  . . , . 

49 

343 

Indian  corn 

20 

160 

Esparto  . . , , 

48 

432 

Selenitic  lime 

10 

5 

Soap 

4 

100 

Eice 

33 

390 

Flour 

51' 

612 

Bar  iron  . . 

7 

63 

Dried  figs..  .. 

35 

70 

Emit 

53 

160 

Oranges  and  lemons 

115 

975 

Lead  ore  . . 

230 

2,040 

Firebricks  . , 

24 

70 

Various  articles  .. 

95 

3,800 

Total 

•• 

•• 

1,107 

11,296 

Exchange  and  Commerce. 

The  nearest  public  bank  is  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Spain, 
established  at  Almeria,  and  no  fixed  rate  of  exchange  is  possible 
here  but  depends  on  the  exigencies  of  private  firms. 

There  is  a large  inland  trade,  of  which  no  statistics  whatever 
can  be  obtained  of  articles  for  which  this  port  is  not  licensed, 
such  as  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  hardware  and  cutlery,  &c.,  and 
English  manufacturers  and  traders  would  do  well  to  send  circulars, 
catalogues,  price  lists,  &c.,  in  Spanish,  and  this  cannot  be  too 
much  insisted  on  as  it  is  an  absolute  waste  of  money  to  send 
these  either  in  French  or  in  the  English  language,  which  are 
unknown  except  by  those  engaged  in  purely  shipping  business  at 
the  port  itself. 


Sfiipjnng  and  Navigation. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  amount  of  British  and  foreign 
shipping  for  the  year,  to  which  is  added,  for  the  purpose  of 
comparison,  a similar  return  for  the  year  1890. 
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Total  Imports  and  Exports  in  British  Vessels  in  189 1, 
compared  ^\ith  those  in  1890. 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Steam 

Ships. 

Sailing 

Ships. 

Total. 

Steam  | 
Ships.  1 

Sailing 

1 Ships. 

Total. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1891 

26,113 

26,113 

128,798 

128,798 

154,911 

1890  

18,632 

1,598 

20,230 

185,961 

l’228 

187,189 

207,419 

Difference 

+ 7,481 

- 1,598 

+ 5,883 

- 57,163 

- 1,228 

- 58,391 

- 52,508 

The  imports  were  coke,  coals,  and  machinery  from  the  north- 
east ports  of  England. 

The  exports  consisted  chiefly  of  silver-lead,  iron  ore,  and 
esparto.  The  whole  of  the  silver-lead  and  esparto  was  shipped  to 
England  in  British  bottoms,  and  the  iron  ore  to  the  following 
countries  also  in  British  ships. 


Country. 

Number  of 

Y essels. 

Tons. 

1 England  . . . . 

38 

56,800 

United  States  of  America, . 

17 

46,500 

Germany  . . 

4 

9,300 

France 

4 

6,500 

Total  

63 

117,600 

The  coasting  trade  is  still  carried  on  exclusively  by  native 
craft  and  is  shown  in  the  following  comparative  tables  which  are 
taken  entirely  from  the  custom-house  statistics  : — 


Number  and  Tonnage  of  Spanish  Coasting  Vessels  Entered  and  Cleared  in  1891. 
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Population  and  Industries. 

The  population  remains  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

Lead  mining  and  smelting  is  slowly  reviving,  and  when  the 
general  pumping  station  on  the  mines  is  once  more  in  opera- 
tion will  undoubtedly  resume  its  wonted  activity. 

The  iron  mines  are  being  extensively  worked  in  the  western 
part  of  the  districts,  and  carefully  investigated  in  the  eastern  part, 
with  the  result  that  very  much  more  ore  than  was  at  first  sup- 
posed will  be  shortly  available  for  shipment.  Prospecting  in  the 
hills  near  the  mines  at  present  at  work  has  resulted  in  the  dis- 
covery of  a considerable  deposit  of  magnetic  iron-stone,  the 
analysis  of  which  gives  64  per  cent,  of  metallic  iron,  0*01  per 
cent,  of  sulphur,  and  0*024  per  cent,  of  phosphoric  acid.  This  is 
a large  grained  magnatite  with  about  5 per  cent,  of  silica,  and  is 
especially  suitable  for  making  Bessemer  steel.  This  lode  runs 
about  east  and  west,  and  is  accompanied  on  the  north  by  a dike 
of  felsito,  and  on  the  south  by  granitic  rocks,  gneiss,  and  quartzite, 
containing  large  crystals  of  tourmaline. 


Agriculture  and  Climate. 

The  crop  of  wheat,  barley,  and  maize  has  been  an  average 
one.’ 

The  olive  oil  crop  has  been  exceptionally  good  both  in 
quantity  and  quality. 

Figs  have  also  been  abundant,  oranges  and  lemons  above  the 
average.  About  4,200^.  value  of  these  have  been  exported  to 
England,  the  average  price  being  10s.  per  box  of  450  oranges 
to  500  oranges. 

Grapes  continue  to  be  planted  in  large  quantities,  and  it  is 
every  day  becoming  more  apparent  that  the  sod  and  climate  of 
this  district  are  especially  suited  to  the  cultivation  of  both  raisin 
and  wine  grapes. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  there  is  a good  field  open 
here  to  Englishmen  of  small  capital,  who  are  induced  to  emigrate 
to  California  and  other  distant  countries  where  the  land  is  neither 
better  nor  cheaper,  or  the  climate  in  any  way  superior,  with  the 
advantage  in  favour  of  the  south  of  Spain  of  being  nearer  home, 
and  of  being  able  to  obtain  cheap  and  abundant  labour  and 
domestic  servants. 

The  climate  of  this  part  of  the  coast  distinguishes  itself  from 
the  rest  of  the  peninsular  in  that  it  scarcely  ever  snows  or  freezes. 
The  winds  from  the  south-east  which  prevail  come  nearly  direct 
from  the  African  side,  are  reflected  from  the  high  Granada 
plateau,  and  elevate  the  temperature  of  the  coast  to  a degree 
greater  than  is  due  to  its  latitude,  defended  as  it  is  by  the  Sierras 
of  Almagro  and  Almagrera  from  the  north  winds.  The  warmest 
part  of  the  Spanish  coast  is  that  called  La  Marina,  which  may  be 
said  to  extend  from  Adra  on  the  west  to  Cape  Palos  on  the  east,  and 
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the  coast  of  this  district  is  immediately  in  the  centre  of  this  zone. 
The  average  temperature  of  the  coldest  month  is  about  50°  Falir., 
that  of  the  hottest  about  80°,  resulting  in  a difference  of  30°. 

The  mean  temperature  of  the  whole  year,  taking  into  account 
the  short  winter,  may  be  said  to  be  about  70°  Fahr. 

Tlie  mean  annual  rainfall  is  about  3H  inches.  Most  rain  falls 
in  autumn  and  winter,  little  in  spring,’ and  hardly  any  in  summer, 
though  when  it  does  so  in  this  season  it  is  generally  very  violent, 
accompanied  by  hail  storms. 

A comparison  between  this  part  of  Spain  and  other  warm 
climates  would  show,  as  far  as  temperature  is  concerned,  the 
great  similarity  between  this  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in 
latitude  34*22  S.  (Garrucha  being  in  37*11  N.},  the  average  of 
the  former  throughout  the  year  is  given  as  68°,  and  the  difference 
between  the  coldest  and  hottest  month  as  about  20°. 

There  is  no  reason,  therefore,  that  all  the  plants  grown  at  the 
Gape  should  not  be  cultivated  here,  and  there  is  probably  no 
climate  in  Europe  which  would  permit  the  cultivation  and  acclima- 
tisation of  more  tropical  and  semi-tropical  plants  than  that  of  the 
lands  now  lying  waste  along  the  coast  of  this  part  of  the 
Mediterranean. 


Public  Worhs, 

There  is  very  little  new^  to  report  on  this  head.  The  Great 
Southern  Eailway  from  Lorca  to  Granada  has  been  completed  as 
far  as  Zurgena  and  Casas  de  Almanzora  in  this  district,  and  the 
high  road  from  Garrucha  to  Yera  has  been  at  last  opened  for 
traffic. 


General  Bemarhs, 

The  future  of  Garrucha  depends  entirely  on  the  mining  and 
smelting  industries,  and  principally  on  the  development  of  the 
iron  mines  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood.  The  great  want  of 
the  district  is  still  a railway  from  these  to  the  coast,  the  present 
means  of  transport  being  altogether  inadequate  to  the  quantity 
that  could  be  mined  and  sent  down. 


Linahes. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Whyte  reports  as  follows : — 

During  the  year  1891  the  mines  in  this  district  continued 
generally  good,  and  the  production  of  ore  has  been  more  than 
maintained. 

The  low  price  of  lead  is,  in  fact,  a direct  cause  of  an  enforced 
output,  this  being  necessary  in  order,  in  some  cases,  to  pay 
working  expenses,  or  in  others  to  leave  moderate  profits. 
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It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  highest  production  of  the 
district,  when  lead  realised  20/.  per  ton,  did  not  exceed  80,000 
tons. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  while  low  prices  necessarily  lead 
to  a sustained  or  increased  production,  this  last  has  the  effect  of 
maintaining  the  former. 

The  production  of  ore  in  1891  is  given  officially  as  147,215  Production, 
tons,  but  was  undoubtedly  larger,’  as  it  is  obvious  that  the 
imposition  of  a burdensome  tax  on  the  gross  produce  offers  a 
strong  inducement  to  miners  to  understate  the  amount  of  their 
raisings. 

52  new  mines  have  been  registered,  and  123  renounced  by  Mines’’ 
their  owners.  working. 

About  360  mines  were  worked  during  the  year,  some  160  of 
which  were  productive. 

The  average  price  of  lead  in  London  was  12/.  4^.  9 jt/.  per  ton,  Price  of  lead, 
that  of  1890  having  been  13/.  25.  l\d.  per  ton. 

It  is  regrettable  to  have  to  state  that  the  actual  conditions  Present  state 
under  which  mining  and  smelting  are  carried  on  in  the  district 
are  still  more  adverse  than  in  previous  years. 

The  lapse  of  various  treaties  has  resulted  in  largely-increased 
duties  on  machinery  and  other  mining  requisites,  while  since 
.July  1 the  already  onerous  tax  of  1 per  cent,  on  the  gross  pro- 
duction of  ore  has  been  increased  to  2 per  cent.,  the  surface  dues 
since  the  same  date  having  been  augmented  .30  per  cent. 

The  price  of  lead  and  silver  has  also  steadily  declined,  that  of 
the  former  being  actually  10/.  3s.  9c?.  per  ton,  and  the  latter 
3s.  2^d.  per  oz. 

It  should  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  high  rate  of 
exchange  on  London  has  been,  and  is,  of  considerable  assistance. 

Some  50,000  tons  of  ore  were  smelted  in  Linares,  equal  to  Smelting. 
38,500  tons  of  metallic  lead. 

Messrs.  Figueroa  and  Co.,  the  lessees  of  the  Government 
mine  (Arrayanes),  have  erected  large  and  costly  smelting  works 
in  the  neighbourhood.  These  began  to  work  in  September,  1889, 
but  it  is  doubtful  if  any  increase  in  the  production  of  metallic 
lead  has  yet  resulted  in  consequence. 

The  production  of  ore  from  Arrayanes  mine  is  given  officially 
for  1890  as  that  of  24,970  tons. 

Only  some  65  per  cent,  of  this  has  hitherto  been  smelted  in 
Linares. 

The  number  of  engines  working  in  this  district  is  about  400,  Steam  power, 
equal  to  8,700  horse-power  nominal. 

The  mines  and  smelting  works  give  employment  to — Labour. 

Number. 


Men  15,600 

Women  ..  .•  ..  ..  ..  ..  600 

Boys  600 


Total  16,800 
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It  is  tlie  practice  in  the  district  very  widely  to  use  the  system 
of  contracts.  Miners  are  paid  so  much  per  lineal,  or  square  metre, 
of  ground  excavated,  or  quintal  of  ore  raised  and  dressed, 
smelters  being  paid  so  much  on  the  ton  of  lead  made. 

As  these  contracts  are  extremely  numerous  (there  being, 
perhaps,  one  contractor  to  four  or  five  men),  a strong  conservative 
element  is  introduced,  in  so  far  as  the  rights  of  property  and 
capital  are  regarded,  each  contractor  being  thus  an  employer  of 
labour. 

Coal,  The  quantity  consumed  may  be  taken  as  follows  : — 


Tons. 

In  mines 35,000 

smelting  26,000 

other  industries  . . , , . . , . 6,000 


Total  67,000 


The  cost  at  the  mines  is  about  IL  15s.  4c?.  per  ton. 

Cote.  The  consumption  of  coke  was  about  4,500  tons,  the  cost  at 

the  mines  being  about  21.  Os.  Qd. 

General  state  In  spite  of  the  low  price  of  lead,  the  general  state  of  business 
of  business,  in  Linares  during  1891  may  be  said  to  have  been  prosperous. 

The  sustained  production  of  ore  has  prevented  any  diminution 
in  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  mining  and  smelting,  and 
the  rate  of  wages  has  not  yet  been  sensibly  affected. 

The  building  trade  has  been  active,  the  new  houses  being  of 
far  superior  appearance  and  construction  to  those  formerly 
erected. 

The  streets  of  Linares  have  been,  for  the  most  part,  repaved 
with  uniform  blocks  of  granite,  or  other  suitable  stone,  and  are 
now,  with  few  exceptions,  in  a good  condition. 

The  Government  has  granted  a concession  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  telephone,  which  is  now  working.  Its  use  in  the 
town  is  very  general,  and  the  rate  charged  for  its  employment  is 
extremely  moderate.  Several  mines  and  Linares  are  also  con- 
nected. 

In  December  of  1891  eight-tenths  of  the  first  prize  in  the 
great  Christmas  lottery  fell  to  Linares.  This,  amounting  to 
9f),000/.,  was  widely  distributed,  chiefly  amongst  the  labouring 
classes. 

A large  proportion  of  this  sum  has  been  already  spent  in  the 
building  of  houses,  and  should  mining  prospects  brighten,  the 
greater  part  would  probably  be  eventually  expended  in  the  same 
manner. 

The  introduction  of  this  large  sum  of  money  has,  of  course, 
greatly  contributed  to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  Linares 
during  the  present  year. 

Tlie  population  of  Linares  consists  of  some  45,000  persons. 
Tlie  register  of  1891  gives  the  following,  viz.  : — 


ropulation. 
Civil  register. 


Births 
Deaths 
Marriages  . . 
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umber. 

1,190 

1,325 

169 


Of  the  latter  four  we.ve  civil  marriages. 

The  death  rate  on  the  population  given  above  is  equal  to  Public  health. 
29*44  per  1,000.  The  public  health  during  tlie  year  was  normal.* 

The  railway  from  Linares  to  Puente  Grenil  will  be  opened  in  Railways, 
the  course  of  October. 

That  from  Linares  to  Almeria  is  being  actively  proceeded 
with. 

The  construction  of  these  two  lines  has  given  employment  to 
numerous  labourers. 


Marbella. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Calzado  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  trade  of  Marbella  during  1891  has  evinced  no  improvement 
over  that  of  1890,  on  the  contrary  the  principal  exports  and  imports 
show  a great  decrease  over  the  former. 


Keturn  of  all  Ships  Entered  and  Cleared,  Laden  and  in  Ballast, 
at  the  Port  of  Marbella  for  the  Years  1890-91. 


1890. 


Description. 

Arrivals. 

Departures. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Lad^  

In  bifflast 

3 

1,465 

£ 1 
2,937 

36 

43,744 

£ 

56,958 

35 

41,093 

4 

1,477 

' Total 

38 

42,558 

2,937  i 

40 

4>,221 

56,958 

1891. 


Description. 

Arrivals. 

Departures. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Laden  

2 

■ 1,349 

£ 

1,823 

20 

23,972 

£ 

38,004 

In  ballast 

20 

23,972 

2 

1,349 

Total 

22 

25,321 

1,826 

22 

25,321 

38,004 

The  trade  has  been,  as  usual,  carried  on  in  English  steamships 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  the  goods  consisting  of  magnetic 
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iron  ore  cxclusivel}",  and  as  shown  above  there  has  been  a decrease 
of  18,954/.  in  the  exports  and  of  111/,  in  the  imports. 

The  cause  of  this  stagnation  in  tlie  shipments  is  imputable  to 
the  steady  decline  in  rates  of  freights  in  America.  The 
Marbella  Iron  Ore  Company,  Limited,  has  nevertheless  shipped 
47,505  tons  of  iron  ore,  and  keeps  besides,  in  stock,  as  many  as 
65,000  tons  ready  for  export. 

Of  the  articles  of  export  besides  iron  ore,  oranges  and  lemons 
have  obtained  some  movement  after  a few  thousands  of  boxes 
have  been  shipped  directly  to  London  and  Liverpool  in  the 
Spanish  steamers  who  have  called  at  this  port  on  their  way  to 
England. 

Some  traffic  with  France  by  railway  is  carried  out  here  of 
French  beans,  which  are  cultivated  in  this  district,  with  good 
success  by  petty  farmers. 

The  grape  crop  commenced  in  excellent  condition,  but  the  dry 
hot  weather  experienced  during  the  months  of  May  and  June 
caused  the  grapes  to  shrivel,  so  that  they  contained  but  little  juice, 
and  when  turned  into  raisins  became  too  thin  and  got  a bad 
appearance  for  the  market. 

The  sugar  beet  crop  at  the  colony  of  San  Pedro  Alcantara 
has  been  abundant  and  of  good  quality,  but  owing  to  the 
circumstance  of  having  not  had  the  new  machinery  they  were 
erecting  on  the  premises  ready  in  time,  the  beets  passed  maturity 
and  a large  quantity  of  them  became  rotton  and  unprolitable,  but 
notwithstanding  this  unexpected  contingency  the  produce  of  sugar 
obtained  lias  ranged  from  259,483  kilos,  to  270,000  kilos. 

The  sugar-cane  crop  in  the  colony  of  “ St.  Angel”  has  given  a 
yield  of  287,500  kilos,  of  superior  white  sugar.  Canes  are 
exclusively  grown  in  this  agricultural  State. 

The  investigations  which  were  being  made  at  the  new  mines 
of  iron  ore  at  Puerto  del  Robledal  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
villages  of  Paranta  and  Iqualeja,  near  the  city  of  Bonda,  are,  it  is 
said,  giving  the  best  results,  so  far  confirming  the  hopes  enter- 
tained as  to  the  richness  and  abundance  of  the  mineral. 

Last  year  I was  able  to  indicate  the  prospects  of  some 
progress  made  in  the  railway  from  Malaga  to  Gibraltar,  an 
undertaking  which,  although  conceded  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment since  1876,  has  always  met  with  difficulties  which  the 
grantee  has  not  been  able  to  overcome ; the  works  are  again  at 
a standstill. 

It  is  shameful  that  Marbella,  a city  situated  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Mediterranean  Sea,  half-way  between  Gibraltar  and  Malaga, 
lying  at  the  foot  of  Sierra  Blanca,  having  a mild  delicious  climate, 
which  can  compete  with  and  is  even  better  than  those  of  Malaga 
and  Nice,  and  which  derives  its  name  from  the  wonderful  views  and 
gorgeous  scenery  it  possesses,  should  not  have  any  good  communi- 
cation with  Malaga  and  Gibraltar.  The  natives  of  the  place  are, 
unfortunately,  lazy,  and  inclined  to  looking  only  at  their  present 
and  personal  interest,  and  pay  no  heed  to  the  future  welfare  of  the 
community,  else  they  would  have  long  ago  taken  advantage  of  the 
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gifts  nature  has  bestowed  upon  their  soil  and  made  it  known 
throughout  the  world,  affording  facilities  to  foreigners  to  visit  and 
experience  the  glories  of  their  climate,  and  then  foreigners,  by 
applying  their  energy  and  capital,  could  have  made  an  Eden  of 
the  city  of  Marbella. 

During  the  year  1891  there  has  also  visited  this  port  the 
Austrian  man-of-war  “Saida,”  having  370  men,  a tonnage  of 
2,400  tons,  and  15  guns. 
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Mazarron. 

Mr.  Consular- Agent  Pearse  reports  as  follows : — 

In  the  district  of  Mazarron  the  number  of  British  steamers  Shipping 
cleared  at  Puerto  de  Mazarron  in  1891  was  42,  with  a total 
register  of  36,919  tons  net,  as  compared  with  51  steamers  with 
45,519  tons  in  1890. 


Imports  in  British  Steamers. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1891. 

1890. 

Coals 

Coke 

Slag  

Iron  tubes,  bricks,  &c.  ..  .. 

Total  . . 

Tons. 

18,785 

8,317 

2,000 

72 

Tons. 

29,174 

36,513 

Exports  in  British  Steamers. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1891. 

1890. 

Iron  ore  . . 

Lead 

•• 

Tons. 

19,620 

9,811 

Tons. 

Total  

•• 

29,331 

33,791 

Imports  in  Foreign  Steamers  and  Sailing  Vessels. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1891. 

1890. 

Slag  

Machinery 

Cement  . . 

Coals 

Wood  (deals) 

•• 

•• 

Tons. 

2,493 

172 

138 

1,882 

800 

Tons. 

Totals 

4,486 

1,948 

(1413) 
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Oranges. 


Almonds, 

Grapes. 

Barley. 

Wheat. 

Dried  figs. 

Silver  lead 
ore. 


Exports  in  Foreign  Steamers, 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1891. 

1890. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Lead  .0 

7,664 

Iron  ore  . . 

1,750 

Lead  „ . . 

603 

•• 

Total 

10,017 

11  782 

In  the  district  of  Catana  the  orange  crop  was  last  year  almost 
completely  destroyed  by  the  severe  and  late  frosts  which  not  only 
destroyed  the  young  fruit  but  also  injured  many  of  the  trees. 
This  year,  however,  it  is  expected  the  crop  will  be  a good  one. 
The  total  amount  of  trees  bearing  fruit  is  calculated  at  about 
160,000,  and  the  yearly  average  quantity  of  oranges  exported  at 
about  50,000  boxes.  The  fruit  is  sent  to  Paris  and  Marseilles  by 
rail,  and  to  London  and  Liverpool  by  sea  via  Valencia  and 
Carthagena.  The  quality  of  the  fruit  is  very  much  esteemed  in 
the  various  markets  where  it  is  sold.  The  principal  exporters 
are:  Don  Juan  Bantista  Canovas,  Catana;  Don  Edwardo  Gil, 
Catana;  Don  Bartolome  Canovas,  Catana;  Don  Antonio  Lopez, 
Catana;  Don  Jose  Allez,  Catana.  No  prices  are  quoted  as  no 
business  was  done  last  year. 

The  total  yearly  production  of  this  fruit,  which  is  also  grown 
in  the  Catana  district,  is  about  70,000  kilos. 

White,  for  table  use  ; total  production  about  600,000  kilos. 
Both  these  two  latter  articles  are  principally  exported  to  Paris. 

The  yearly  crop  may  be  calculated  at  about  9,000,000  kilos. 

About  3,000,000  kilos.  Both  barley  and  wheat  being  consumed 
in  the  country. 

Of  this  fruit  there  is  also  a fair  production,  but  it  is  difficult  to 
arrive  at  quantities  on  account  of  the  trees  being  scattered  over  a 
considerable  area  of  ground. 

The  total  output  of  the  Mazarron  mines  in  the  year  1891  was 
about  905,000  quintals,  as  compared  with  about  980,000  quintals 
in  1890.  The  following  table  will  show  the  approximate  pro- 
duction of  each  separate  mine  (now  producing  lead)  and  contents 
of  silver  per  quintal  of  mineral : — 
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Table  showing  the  Production  of  Silver  and  Lead  Ore  in  the 
undermentioned  Mines  for  1891. 


Name  of  Mine. 

Quintals. 

Lead. 

Silver. 

By  whom  Worked. 

Fuensanta  

44,800 

Per  Cent. 
60 

Per  Cent. 
2-10 

Sociedad  minera  “ La 

Impensada  

142,000 

56 

2-51 

Union”  < 

Compania  de  Aquilas 

Santa  Ana  

131,000 

64 

2 

Triumfo 

291,000 

54 

3-15 

)!  >' 

San  Antonio  

14,200 

55 

3 

Compania  de  Escombrera- 

Santa  Isabel  

44,500 

60 

3-10 

San  Jos6  

45,000 

66 

3-25 

Bleyberg 

Sociedad  de  la  mina  San  Jos6 

San  Carlos  

17,000 

60 

2-60 

Sociedad  de  la  mina  San 

Talia  

162,000 

56 

3-08 

Carlos 

Pio.  Wandasell 

Usurpada  

13,700 

50 

2-40 

Sociedad  minera  “ La 

Total 

905,200 

Union  ” 

The  Compania  Metalurgica  de  Mazarron,  at  Puerto  de  Lead  foundry. 
Mazarron,  is  one  of  the  finest  and  largest  lead  foundries  in 
existence.  The  paid  up  capital  is  2,500,000  pesetas ; President, 

Don  Cristobal  Colon  de  la  Cerda,  Duque  de  V^eragna;  Director, 

Don  Ernesto  Grreif.  The  establishment  possesses  five  large 
Pilz  blast  furnaces,  capable  of  smelting  from  36,000  tons  to 

40.000  tons  of  lead  per  annum.  Last  year  it  produced  about 

24.000  tons  of  silver-lead,  most  of  which  is  exported  to  Hobocken, 
near  Antwerp,  and  to  St.  Nazaire  (France).  About  3,500  tons  are 
sent  coastwise  to  Carthagena.  There  are  also  20  calcinating  fur- 
naces, first-class  machinery  of  about  200  horse-power,  and  electric- 
lighting.  For  quantity  of  lead  exported  last  year  see  exports. 

There  are  a few  mines  in  Mazarron  which  produce,  however,  iron  ore. 
hut  small  quantities  of  manganiferous  iron  ore ; the  principal 
production  being  at  Morata,  where  the  Morata  Valley  Company, 

Limited,  is  now  briskly  working  several  important  mines  of 
manganiferous  iron  ore.  The  total  quantity  exported  by  this 
company  to  England  and  the  United  States  in  1891  was 
16,500  tons,  but  the  output  of  its  mines  is  on  the  increase,  and 
this  year’s  figures  will  in  all  probability  be  considerably  higher. 

The  Mazarron  Manganeso-Iron  Company,  Limited,  has  been  New 
recently  created  with  a capital  of  150,000/.,  its  object  being  to  companies, 
work  the  mines  it  has  ac(juired  between  Mazarron  and  Aguilas, 
passing  through  the  Sierra  del  Medio.  This  company  vAll 
probably  in  due  course  establish  railway  communication  between 
Mazarron  and  Aguilas,  which  is  so  badly  needed. 

The  salt  pans  of  Puerto  de  Mazarron  are  capable  of  furnishing  Salt  pans, 
annually  considerable  quantities  of  excellent  salt  by  spontaneous 
evaporation,  but  the  necessary  capital  for  properly  working  them 
is  not  forthcoming,  and  in  consequence  the  production  is  but 
insignificant. 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1013.  Kiukiang  . . 

Id. 

1072.  Charleston.. 

. . 

. . 

2id. 

1014.  Stettin 

lid. 

1073.  Nice 

. , 

• • 

Id. 

1015.  Boston 

Id. 

1074.  Caracas 

, , 

Id. 

101 G.  Callao 

Id. 

1075.  Lisbon 

• • 

2d. 

1017.  Aleppo 

Id. 

1076.  Calais 

2d. 

1018.  Santos 

'■2id. 

1077.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

5 Id. 

1019.  Pirseus 

Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia 

2|d. 

1020.  Mogador  . . 

Id. 

1079.  Brindisi 

2d. 

1021.  Adrianople. . 

id. 

1080.  New  York  . . 

2d. 

1022.  Tripoli 

Id. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

l|d. 

1023.  Jerusalem  . . 

Id. 

1082.  Frankfort  . . 

4d. 

1024.  Odessa 

6d. 

1083.  Hiogo 

l|d. 

1025.  G-enoa 

lid. 

1084.  Tokio 

l|d. 

1026.  Kiungchow. , 

, * 

Id. 

1085.  Amsterdam 

* , 

Id. 

1027.  Ba.toum 

4id. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

3d. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

Id. 

1087.  Bangkok  . . 

• • 

id. 

1029.  Batavia 

Id. 

1088.  Soul 

l|d. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

id. 

1089.  Chiengmai.. 

, , 

• 9 

Id. 

1031.  San  Jose  .. 

Id. 

1090.  Copenhagen 

Id. 

1032.  Manila 

lid. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

Id. 

1033.  Marseilles  . , 

Id. 

1092.  Bushire 

2d. 

1034.  Swatow 

• 

, , 

Id. 

1093.  Tamsui 

Id. 

1035.  Paris 

• 

Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

Id. 

1036.  Ichang 

t • 

5d. 

1095.  Port  Said  . . 

. * 

Id. 

1037.  Pakhoi  , , 

• « 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala. . 

Id. 

1038.  Foochow  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1097.  Chungking.. 

9d. 

1039.  Brest 

• • 

Id. 

1098.  Nagasaki  .. 

Id. 

1040.  Madeira 

id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

2d. 

1041.  Antwerp  . . 

. • 

lid. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

Id. 

1042.  Taganrog  . . 

2id. 

1101.  Shanghai  . . 

2d. 

1043.  Algiers 

2id. 

1102.  J eddah 

Id. 

1044.  Hankow 

lid. 

1103.  Chicago 

* , 

3d. 

1045.  Nantes 

, , 

lid. 

1104.  Erzeroum  . . 

Id. 

1046.  Belgrade  .. 

• • 

• « 

2d. 

1105.  Loanda 

3d. 

1047.  Fiume 

• • 

Id. 

1106.  Macao 

Id. 

1048.  Wuliu 

• • 

Id. 

1107.  Canton 

Id. 

1049.  Cagliari 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo 

lid. 

1050.  Erzeroum  . , 

« • 

Id. 

1109.  Tunis 

l|d. 

1051.  Sjra  . . 

• ♦ 

• « 

Id. 

1110.  Sofia 

3d. 

1052.  Cherbourg  . . 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei 

l|d. 

1053.  Lima 

Id. 

1112.  Athens 

2|d, 

1054.  Bilbao 

, * 

lid. 

1113.  Alexandria.. 

2d. 

1055.  Cadiz  . • 

2d. 

1114.  Vienna  .. 

Id. 

1056.  Corunna  . . 

2id. 

1115.  Stettin 

2|d. 

1057.  Saigon 

. • 

Id. 

1116.  Berne 

• « 

Id. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

Id. 

1117.  Palermo 

• • 

2|d. 

1059.  Trebizond  ,, 

Id. 

1118.  Tokio 

l|d. 

1060.  Barcelona  . . 

lid. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

3d. 

1061.  Tainan 

Id. 

1120.  Teneriffe  . . 

Id. 

1062.  Smyrna 

. . 

lid. 

1121.  Damascus  . . 

Id. 

1063.  Old  Calabar 

, , 

id. 

1122.  Naples 

2d. 

1064.  Samoa 

id. 

1123.  Hakodate  . . 

Id. 

1065.  Tahiti 

Id. 

1124.  Montevideo 

2|d. 

1066.  Chefoo 

6d. 

1125.  Stockholm.. 

l|d. 

1067.  G-othenburg 

2d. 

1126.  Dantzig 

2d. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

lid. 

1127.  The  Hague. . 

l|d. 

1069.  Loanda  , , 

lid. 

1128.  Odessa 

Id. 

1070.  Ouatemala,, 

t • 

Id. 

1129.  Berne 

l|d. 

1071.  Zanzibar  , . 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1130.  Malaga 

• • 

3d. 
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EOME. 

Consul  Franz  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Rome,  September  15,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  to  your  Lordship 
Commercial  Report  for  the  years  1890  and  1891.  In  addition 
to  the  ordinary  information  on  trade,  navigation,  finance,  popu- 
lation, public  works,  &c.,  I have  alluded  to  other  kindred  subjects 
connected  with  my  district  which  appeared  to  me  appropriate 
and  interesting. 

In  the  introductory  remarks  I have  explained  why  two  years 
have  this  time  been  grouped  in  one  report,  and  trust  that  this 
course  may  meet  with  your  Lordship’s  approval. 

I have,  &c., 

(Signed)  ALEX.  ROESLER  FRANZ. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Rome  for  the  Years  1890-91. 
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Prelimin  ary  Remarks . 

Eeasons  This  Report  embraces  two  years,  1890  and  1891,  for  the 

given  for  reason  that  wishing  to  give  an  adequate  survey  of  matters  con- 
^'e^rr"^  nected  with  the  present  financial  and  economic  condition  of  this 
town,  especially  with  regard  to  the  financial  position  of  the 
municipality,  I had  to  wait  till  things  were  definitely  settled, 
which  did  not  happen  till  a short  time  ago.  I trust  that  in  this 
way  I shall  ha^^e  better  reached  the  object  aimed  at  by  such 
Reports  than  by  presenting  at  an  earlier  date  bare  returns  of  a 
trade  which  still  remains  within  very  narrow  bounds. 

Subjects,  how  The  various  matters  which  I am  dealing  with  in  this  Report 
arranged.  are  SO  arranged  as  to  show  first  the  situation  of  the  municipal 
administration,  then  the  general  state  of  affairs  in  Rome,  public 
works,  trade,  population,  money  market,  &c.,  followed  by  infor- 
mation on  the  Campagna,  and  other  places  connected  with  my 
district,  or  other  kindred  matters  of  more  general  interest. 


Eeference  to 

previous 

report. 


Other 

measures  now 
adopted. 


Advances  to 
be  made  by 
Government 


How  to  be 
employed. 


Loan  granted, 


Extension  of 
period  for 
reimburse- 
ment. 

Interest  on 
loan ; how  to 
be  met. 


Municipal  Finances. 

In  my  Report  on  the  general  conditions  of  Rome  (Annual 
Series,  No.  788)  I mentioned  in  what  manner  Government  had 
come  to  the  rescue  of  the  municipal  administration  in  order  to 
save  it  from  collapsing ; but  the  provisions  adopted  at  the  time 
necessitated  other  measures  which  formed  the  subject  of  a con- 
vention between  the  State  and  the  Commune,  concluded  on 
the  15th  January,  1892,  and  intended  to  place  the  communal 
administration  on  a sound  footing. 

In  force  of  that  convention  some  of  the  last  yearly  instal- 
ments which  the  Government  had  undertaken  to  pay  to  the 
Commune,  chiefly  in  respect  of  certain  public  buildings,  will  be 
paid  in  advance  to  the  extent  of  480,000/.,  such  payments  to  be 
made  by  yearly  instalments  ranging  from  40,000/.  to  100,000/., 
provided  they  be  employed  exclusively  to  pay  the  expenses  and 
liabilities  connected  with  the  “ Piano  regolatore.”  It  is  not 
intended  that  this  money  should  be  diverted  to  meet  the 
ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Commune.  Government  besides 
undertake  to  accommodate  the  Commune  by  means  of  the 
Cassa  depositi  e prestiti  ” with  the  sum  of  620,000/.  as  a loan 
in  order  to  enable  it  to  square  up  past  accounts,  and  to  place 
the  administration  on  the  way  of  completing  certain  works  of 
public  utility.  The  said  loan  is  to  be  returned  by  amortization 
in  35  years,  to  which  period  is  also  extended  the  repayment  of 
other  loans  previously  made  to  the  Commune  of  Rome  through 
the  above-mentioned  “ Cassa  depositi  e prestiti.” 

This  fresh  debt  of  the  Commune  must  necessarily  prove  a 
burden  on  the  municipal  budget,  5 per  cent,  interest  liaving  to 
be  paid  thereon,  plus  the  amortization  instalments.  Therefore, 
if  by  means  of  the  measures  alluded  to  above,  and  of  a strict 
retrenchment  in  all  branches  of  the  Communal  expenditure,  it 
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be  possible  to  place  the  administration  on  foot,  it  became  on 
the  other  hand  necessary,  in  order  to  meet  this  fresh  liability,  to 
appeal  once  more  to  the  pockets  of  the  inhabitants  by  levying 
a new  tax  called  “ tassa  di  farniglia.”  This  is  one  of  those  taxes  New  tax, 
which  all  Italian  Communes  are  authorised  by  law  to  levy ; but  ‘‘ 
up  to  the  present  it  had  never  been  resorted  to  in  Rome.  The 
general  law  on  this  subject  has,  however,  fixed  20/.  as  the  highest 
amount  chargeable  on  a family,  whereas  in  Rome,  as  it  has  also 
been  the  case  in  other  chief  towns  of  Italy,  the  necessary  power 
was  obtained  so  as  to  elevate  the  maximum  figure,  which  was  Maximum 
fixed  at  80/. 

This  fresh  tax  has  caused  great  discontent,  chiefly  on  Nature  of  Ux. 
account  of  its  nature,  as  it  is  not  assessed  on  positive  ele- 
ments,  being  essentially  inditiary  and  inquisitorial,  and 
charged  in  proportion  to  the  presumed  income  or  welfare 
of  each  family. 

The  amount  of  tax  charged  on  each  class  is  not  very  high.  Complaints  of 
but  owing  to  the  far  from  flourishing  conditions  of  the  place, 
and  to  the  burden  of  other  existing  taxes,  this  fresh  call  is 
naturally  most  unwelcome  to  the  taxpayers. 

There  are  42  diiFerent  classes.  Those  having  a minimum  Tax,  how 
income  or  valued  welfare  of  80/.  a year  are  taxed  the  lowest 
rate,  eight  shillings ; and  those  having  a maximum  income  of 
valued  welfare  of  4,000/  or  more,  the  highest,  viz.,  80/.  every 
year.  The  intermediate  classes  do  not  follow  in  regular  pro- 
portion, as  may  bo  seen  in  the  folloAving  table ; — 


— 

Estimated  Income. 

Amount  of  Tax. 

£ 

£ d. 

1 

r 

160 

10  4 

320 

2 13  7 

400 

3 15  0 

GOO 

G 13  G 

Instances  of  intermediate  ^ 

1 

800 

10  6 0 

classes  . . . . . . ' 

1,600 

23  IG  0 

2,400 

39  10  5 

3,200 

56  11  2 

3,600 

65  15  2 

4,000 

75  10  0 

Actual 

amount  of  tax 
for  single 
classes. 


This  fresh  tax  is  to  yield  for  the  present  about  40,000/.  a Total  yield 
year.  of  tax. 

Foreign  families,  who  have  not  their  permanent  residence  Foreign  resi- 
in  Rome,  and  who  do  not  own  real  property  or  exercise  any  dents  and  new 
profession  and  have  no  carriages,  although  they  may  have 
rented  unfurnished  apartments  for  a number  of  years,  have  not 
been  included  on  the  rolls  of  this  tax. 

As  a consequence  of  what  has  been  narrated  above,  tne  Emaneial 
Syndic  was  able  to  draw  up  this  year  a favourable  report  on 
the  state  of  the  municipal  finances,  giving  the  assurance  that  gyndi^,^  ^ 
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once  that  all  past  liabilities  and  deficiencies  are  made  good,  the 
administration  of  the  Commune  of  Rome  will  be  on  a fair  way 
towards  a normal  condition,  provided  the  present  strict  system 
of  retrenchment  in  all  branches  of  the  administration  be 
adhered  to. 

In  order  to  settle  outstanding  accounts,  which  went  as  far 
back  as  the  year  1890,  a sum  of  180,987/.  was  voted,  and  a 
further  sum  of  137,187/.,  to  square  the  special  account  for  the 
“piano  regolatore”  for  that  year.  Both  these  amounts  were 
draAvn  from  the  loan  of  620,000/.  mentioned  above,  as  well  as 
another  sum  of  274,000/.  needed  for  the  special  account  of  the 
“ piano  regolatore  ” for  1891,  it  having  been  found  impracticable 
to  meet  the  deficit  of  that  year  by  the  sale  of  municipal  grounds 
as  intended.  Under  present  circumstances  these  grounds  con- 
stitute a dead  capital  till  such  time  as  they  can  be  sold  at 
reasonable  prices ; and  one  of  the  chief  objects  which  the 
present  administration  has  in  view  is  to  devote  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  the  said  grounds  to  pay  off  some  of  the  debts 
which  it  has  been  necessary  to  incur  to  square  the  municipal 
accounts. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Syndic,  mentioned  above, 
the  forecast  for  1893  can  be  summarised  thus : As  far  as 
regards  the  ordinary  account,  in  which  is  included  the  general 
expenditure  of  the  Commune,  interest  on  loans,  and  amortiza- 
tion instalments,  it  will  be  necessary  to  reduce  the  expenditure 
by  14,000/.,  cutting  clown  the  amount  devoted  to  education 
and  public  works.  These  ]-eductions  have  already  been  pro- 
posecl  and  partly  approved,  so  that  the  total  expenditure  on 
the  ordinary  account  will  be  balanced  by  the  ordinary 
revenues. 

As  regards  the  special  account  of  the  “ piano  regolatore,” 
which  has  been  reduced  to  a figure  strictly  necessary  to  carry 
out  existing  contracts,  and  to  abide  by  the  obligations  Avhicli 
bind  the  Commune  in  law,  the  expenditure  connected  tlierewith 
will  be  met  by  the  advances  to  which  I have  alluded  in  the 
beginning,  so  that  even  this  special  account  is  squared. 

For  the  information  of  holders  of  Roman  municipal  bonds, 
I may  here  add  that  the  bonds  issued  in  respect  of  the  loan  of 
6,000,000/.  are  guaranteed  and  coupons  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  revenue  from  octroi  is  now  partly  retained 
by  the  Government  towards  that  liability. 

These  satisfactory  results  are  due  to  the  goodwill  showii  by 
Government  and  by  Parliament;  but  to  a large  extent  they 
are  due  to,  and  reflect  great  credit  on,  the  firm  character, 
ability,  and  active  exertions  of  the  present  Syndic  of  Rome,  the 
Duke  Onorato  Caetani  di  Sermoneta. 

Public  Works. 

The  Tiber  Embankment  is  decidedly  the  grandest  work 
undertaken  in  Rome  by  the  Italian  Government,  and  its 
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magnitude  can  fairly  be  appreciated  even  by  a cursory  in- 
spection. 

Having  dealt  somewhat  at  length  on  that  subject  in  Undertaking 
previous  reports,  I have  now  very  little  to  add,  except  that  the  close  to 
work  is  on  its  way  to  completion,  and  that  no  difficulties  lie  in  ^ 

the  way  ; although  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  necessity  of 
carrying  out  the  work  in  the  prescribed  manner  has  sometimes 
interfered  with  the  preservation  of  the  existing  monuments 
and  historical  records  of  old  Rome,  as  is  now  the  case  with 
Castle  Sant  Angelo,  whose  front  turrets  obstruct  the  line  of  the 
new  embankment. 

The  ‘‘  Ponte  Margherita,”  which  is  one  of  the  neAV  bridges  “ Ponte 
(jver  the  Tiber,  connected  with  the  embankment  at  the  upper  Marghonta.’ 
extremity  of  the  town,  is  now  completed  and  open  to  the  public. 

'Phis  is  a fine  bridge,  entirely  made  of  stone. 

In  order  to  prolong  ‘‘  Ponte  Sant  Angelo,”  a temporary  mon  Temporary 
suspension  bridge  was  thrown  across  the  river  close  by.  This  bridge, 
iron  bridge  is  at  present  the  chief  thoroughfare  to  the  Vatican 
quarter.  Access  to  the  bridge  is  effected  by  the  “ Corso  Vittorio 
Emanuele,”  which  new  main  artery  is  now  open  along  its 
Avhole  extent,  beginning  from  “Piazza  Venezia.”  Left  of  the 
“Corso  Vittorio  Emanuele,”  going  down,  branches  off  a new^Corso 
large  road  called  “ Strada  Arenula,”  which  leads  to  another  Vittorio 
fine  bridge  “ Ponte  Garibaldi,”  and  to  the  new  terminal  railway 
station  in  Trastevere. 

The  “ Ponte  Cestio  ” at  the  Tiberine  Isle  is  also  fi  nished.  “ Ponte 
A remarkable  fact  is  that  in  building  the  central  arch — the  Cestio.” 
bridge  has  three  arches — the  very  same  stones  of  the  old 
Roman  bridge,  which  was  pulled  down,  were  employed  and 
placed  in  the  very  same  order  as  it  stood  originally. 

The  “ Ponte  Emilio,”  which  supplanted  the  old  “ Ponte 
Rotto,”  is  also  completed. 

Some  delay  Avill  occur  in  the  construction  of  the  other  less  Other  bridges, 
important  bridges;  but  the  “Ponte  Umberto,’^  which  is  of 
very  great  importance,  will  soon  be  ready.  This  latter  bridge 
is  to  lead  to  the  centre  of  the  new  quarters  at  the  “ Prati  di 
Gastello,”  on  the  right  side  of  the  Tiber,  where  the  “ Palace  of 
Justice,”  or  Courts  of  Law,  are  being  erected. 

Next  in  order  of  importance  amongst  the  public  works  in  Monument  to 
Rome  undertaken  by  Government,  ranks  the  national  monument 
in  honour  of  King  Victor  Emmanuel  on  the  side  of  the  Capitoline 
Hill  facing  the  Corso.  The  colossal  proportions  of  this  work 
are  now  apparent.  Up  to  the  present  only  the  substructure 
and  the  flight  of  steps  which  will  lead  to  the  platform  are 
ready.  The  whole  work,  as  seen  now,  is  a mound  of  solid 
walls,  raised  in  accordance  with  the  best  systems  of  Roman 
masonry.  ^JTie  facing  of  the  basement  at  which  they  are  now 
Avorking  Avill  require  30,000  cubic  yards  of  Travertine  stone. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  how  many  years  will  have  to  elapse  before 
this  monument  shall  be  terminated. 

No  great  progress  is  being  made  in  the  construction  of  the  Talaceof 

3 ustice. 


6 


ITALY. 


Polyclinic 

liospital. 


New 

“ Abattoir,” 


Offices  of  the 
“ Banca 
Nazionale.” 


New  hotel. 


Transactions 
almost  nil.  • 


“ Palace  of  Justice  ” alluded  to  above.  This  building  is  also 
to  have  extensive  proportions,  and  the  most  approved  systems 
of  construction  have  been  adopted  in  order  to  secure  solidity 
and  perfection,  as  well  as  to  render  the  edifice  a monumental 
one.  The  necessity  of  retrenchment  in  all  branches  of  the 
public  expenditure  have  been  the  cause  of  retarding  its  com- 
pletion. At  present  the  works  have  been  stopped,  except  in 
so  far  as  it  is  necessary  to  preserve  from  injury  what  has 
already  been  done. 

The  execution  of  this  costly  plan  is  also  retarded  for  financial 
reasons ; but  from  what  is  already  to  be  seen  of  it,  one  can 
judge  of  its  magnitude,  and  can  form  an  idea  of  the  general 
distribution  of  the  several  buildings  and  wards  connected 
therewith.  The  area  employed  for  this  purpose  measures 
] 90,000  square  yards,  and  stands  betAveen  the  Porta  Pia  ” 
and  “ Porta  San  Lorenzo,”  outside  the  Aurelian  walls.  The 
whole  buildings  are  to  cover  50,000  square  yards,  of  Avhich 
8,330  have  already  been  built  over,  viz. : — 

The  medical  clinic. 

The  propedeutic  medical  ditto. 

The  surgical  clinic. 

The  propedeutical  surgical  ditto. 

The  central  building  for  the  offices. 

The  new  ‘‘abattoir”  near  Mount  Testaccio  has  been  ter- 
minated completely,  and  is  now  being  used.  It  is  a very  large 
place,  and  it  has  been  planned  and  constructed  in  accordance 
with  the  most  modern  and  perfect  systems  deemed  requisite  for 
an  establishment  of  that  description. 

Although  not  exactly  forming  part  of  the  public  works,  I 
should  not  omit  to  mention  the  neAv  offices  of  the  “ Banca 
hJazionale,”  which  rise  imposingly  on  the  “Via  Nazionale.” 
This  palatial  building,  of  vast  proportions,  is  noAv  completed, 
and  it  is  justly  considered  to  be  one  of  the  finest  edifices 
built  in  Borne  during  late  years.  The  oftices  of  the  Bank 
have  not  yet  been  transferred  there. 

I should  here  also  mention  the  new  “Hotel”  which  has 
been  built  by  a private  firm  in  “Piazza  di  Termini,”  whose 
large  proportions  had  never  been  reached  by  any  of  the  hotels 
in  Rome.  The  place  Avill  be  open  in  the  course  of  next  winter, 
and  although  Rome  does  not  lack  good  and  well-managed  hotels, 
still  to  meet  the  present  requirements  of  a considerable  section  of 
the  travelling  public,  a place  like  this  one,  large,  well  situated, 
sunny,  and  replete  with  all  comforts,  seemed  a “ desideratum.” 


Mortgage  Banks. 

During  the  last  two  years  the  transactions  of  the  various 
banks  in  Rome  authorised  to  grant  loans  on  the  security  of 
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mortgages  on  houses  or  landed  property,  and  to  issue  mortgage 
bonds  in  respect  ihereof,  were  almost  insignificant. 

The  new  bank  called  “ Instituto  Italiano  di  Credito 
Fondiario,”  mentioned  in  my  Report  for  1889  (No.  788),  whose 
operations  embrace  the  whole  of  Italy,  began  business  on 
July  1,  1891,  and  in  one  year  the  bank  has  only  concluded 
loans  for  about  640,000/.  Its  present  capital  is  1,600,000/.  It 
has  not  yet  issued  bonds. 

It  is  a matter  of  considerable  difficulty  with  these  banks  in 
Rome  in  many  cases  to  recover  the  sums  due  to  them,  and  to 
contend  with  the  annoyances  and  risks  inseparable  from 
expropriations  and  sale  of  the  houses  or  lands  under  mortgage ; 
so  much  so,  that  in  order  to  retard  the  sale  of  the  numerous 
houses  whose  owners  were  not  in  a position  to  pay  the  lialf- 
yearly  instalments,  they  prefer  taking  up  the  administration  of 
the  property  through  judicial  sequestrators,  who  collect  the 
rents.  This  procedure,  which,  however,  has  only  a temporary 
character,  is  found  more  advantageous  than  to  proceed  in 
bankruptcy,  in  which  case  the  putting  to  sale  of  the  property 
cannot  be  avoided. 

Under  a financial  aspect  these  half  measures  can  only  sub- 
sist because  of  the  collection  of  the  rents  as  well  of  the 
progressive  increase  of  the  population  ; but  in  order  to  Avind 
up  the  whole  bulk  of  the  outstanding  loans  large  capitals  are 
needed,  Avhich  are  not  for  the  present  forthcoming. 

With  respect  to  the  value  of  house  property  the  capitaliza- 
tion is  calculated  at  100  per  4 or  net  income.  The 
percentage  on  lands  is  somewhat  loAver.  It  is  difficult  to  say 
w'hat  in  the  present  depressed  state  of  business  the  market 
value  of  house  property  may  be.  In  certain  cases  Avhen  the 
procedure  demands  that  the  property  be  absolutely  put  to 
auction,  the  falling-off  in  the  prices  is  enormous,  unless  the 
property  consists  in  houses  placed  in  favoured  localities.  When 
no  bidders  turn  up  the  property  is  put  up  for  auction  over  and 
over  again,  each  time  the  price  being  gradually  reduced  till 
5,  10  and  sometunes  even  15  tenths  of  the  original  valuation  is 
reached.  I should,  however  add  that  even  in  this  respect  the 
struggle  of  private  interests  against  the  revenue  office  is  at 
work,  and  it  so  happens  that  as  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 
property  is  finally  adjudged  to  one  of  the  principal  mortgagors, 
the  latter  has  all  the  interest  possible  to  let  the  price  fall  to  a 
low  ebb  so  as  to  pay  a less  amount  of  taxes  for  the  transfer  of 
the  property  to  him,  and  to  cut  off‘  the  other  eventual  next- 
coming  mortgages  burdening  thereon. 

The  market  price  of  mortgage  bonds  has  not  undergone 
great  fluctuations,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  following  table.  This 
shoAvs  that  investors  have  confidence  in  the  solidity  of  this 
class  of  securities  yielding  a fixed  income  : — 


Ditto  by  new 
“ Instituto 
Italiano.” 


Difficulties 
experienced  in 
recoTering 


loans. 


Rents 
collected 
through 
j udicial 
sequestrators. 

Financial 
aspect  of 
measure. 


Market  value 
of  house 
property. 


Great  reduc- 
tions offered. 


Private 
interest  versus 
Revenue 
office. 


Market  price 
of  bonds. 
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— 

Nominal 

Value. 

June 

30,  1890. 

December 
31,  1890. 

June 

30,  1891. 

December 
31,  1891. 

June 

30,  1892. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Banca  Nazionale  4 per 
cent.  net. 

500 

483 

479 

480 

479 

477 

Banca  Nazionale  4^  per 
cent  net. 

500 

499  -50 

495-50 

491-50 

484  -50 

486 

Banco  S.  Spirito  5 per 
cent,  (net  4j*g  per 
cent.) 

500 

467 

460 

469 

453 

463 

Banco  di  Napoli  5 per 
cent,  (net  4j®g  per 
cent.) 

500 

470 

470 

476 

467  -50 

472 

Cassa  di  Risparmio  of 
Milan  5 per  cent, 
(net  4f*g  per  cent.) 

500 

.505  -25 

503  -50 

503 

505 

505  -50 

Cassa  di  Kisparmio  of 
Milan  4 per  cent.  net. 

500 

481-50 

478-50 

478-50 

, 480 

1 

486  -25 

Society  Immobiliare 

5 per  cent.  net. 

500 

478 

475 

405  -50 

400 

410 

Societd  Immobiliare 

4 per  cent.  net. 

250 

201 

194 

175 

170 

i 

! 170 

Population. 


Births  and 
deaths  in  1890 

and  1891.  „ 

Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1890  

6,342 

5,807 

12,149 

9,915 

1891 

6,237 

6,047 

12,284 

10,099 

Analysis  of 
figures. 


Population 
of  Some. 


Increase 

constant. 


Death  rate. 


By  comparing  tlie  above  figures  vatli  the  returns  for  1889 
Ave  find  that  in  1890  there  Avere  born  in  Rome  082  less  cliildren 
and  49  more  persons  died,  than  in  1889.  The  number  of  births 
in  1891  Avas  135  more  than  in  1890,  and  there  also  died  184 
more. 

The  population  of  Rome  consisted  of  415,498  inhabitants 
on  December  31,  1889.  We  find  it  to  have  reached,  according 
to  the  figures  supplied  by  the  Municipal  Office  of  Civil  State, 
the  number  of  423,217  inhabitants  on  December  31,  1890,  and 
436,179  on  December  31,  1891. 

The  increase  appears  therefore  to  be  constant,  though  in 
minor  proportions  than  in  former  years,  Avhen  it  held  an  average 
of  18,000. 

On  June  30,  1892,  the  returns  shoAv  438,123  inhabi- 
tants. 

The  good  sanitary  conditions  of  the  toA\ui  are  tested  by  the 
decreasing  proportion  of  the  number  of  deaths  to  the  total 
population,  auz.  : 


Death  rate  in  1889 
„ „ 1890 

„ 1891 


23*7  per  1,000. 

23-4 

23-1 


55 
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Principal  Articles  of  Importation,  connected  Avith  British 
Trade,  to  Rome  Custom  House  in  1890  compared  with  1880 
(values  not  given)  : — 


Quantities, 

1890. 

From  Great  Britain. 

Articles. 

1889. 

Quantities, 

1890. 

Compared 
with  1889. 

Fixed  oils  . . ' . . 

cwt. 

697 

cwt. 

722 

cwt. 

325 

cwt. 

182 

Mineral  oils  . . 

59 

12 

59 

+ 

59 

Coffee 

8,164  ! 

7,016 

168 

7,866 

-t- 

857 

Sugar. . 

236  i 

236 

+ 

75 

Sweets  and  preserves 

179  ' 

92 

40 

— 

19 

Biscuits 

58  ' 

60 

21 

— 

11 

Cocoa  in  beans 

378  i 

256 

378 

-f- 

150 

Pepper 

Tea  . . 

955 

1,038 

i 935 

— 

102 

52 

55 

35 

+ 

13 

Sulphate  of  copper  and  zinc 

51 

51 

+ 

51 

Chemicals,  not  named 

239 

208 

24 

— 

16 

Cartridges  . . 

135 

11 

75 

+ 

64 

Minerals,  not  named 

68 

34 

9 

+ 

4 

Patent  medicines,  not  named 

58 

33 

22 

+ 

8 

Perfumeries  without  alcohol 

77 

54 

10 

— 

13 

Varnishes 

37 

87 

18 

— 

26 

Jute — Tissues  of  all  sorts  . . 

77 

26 

20 

+ 

20 

,,  ,,  of  linen  and  hemp , . 

144 

250 

99 

— 

39 

,,  ,,  damasked  . . 

32 

60 

9 

— 

24 

Cotton,  sewing  thread 

1 224 

159 

9 

+ 

2 

,,  tissues,  plain,  rough 

38  i 

96 

38 

— 

31 

,,  „ bleached  . . 

' 848  1 

1,276 

673 

— 

380 

„ ,,  coloured  or  dyed  .. 

1 1,138  1 

1,117 

806 

— 

47 

,,  ,,  printed 

' 2,014  1 

1,414 

1,402 

-f- 

433 

,,  ,,  patterned  and 

‘ 347  1 

358 

227 

+ 

88 

damasked. 

,,  ,,  oilcloth 

1 

131  ! 

88 

71 

+ 

11 

Fine  velvet  tissues,  dyed  .. 

i 51 

53 

22 

— 

22 

Cotton  tissues,  mixed 

1 434  1 

321 

269 

— 

65 

,,  ,,  sewed  articles 

165  : 

165 

43 

— 

7 

"VVoollen  tissues,  plain 

3,802  ' 

3,141 

1,316 

— 

32 

,,  ,,  printed,  of  bleached 

wool 

49 

147 

27 

— 

4 

,,  „ of  combed  wool  . . 

116  1 

70 

9 

— 

36 

Covers  and  carpets  . . 

607  ' 

569 

228 

— 

19 

F urniture 

841  : 

999 

148 

4- 

115 

Wicker  articles 

72  j 

69 

444 

-t- 

22 

Straw  haf  s . . 

129  ; 

43 

22 

-t- 

20 

Paper 

1,555 

1,111 

189 

— 

23 

Books  and  music  . . 

1,071  i 

1,069 

77 

— 

18 

Kid  gloves  . . 

80  * 

105 

58 

-f- 

]6 

Iron  scraps  and  filings 

181,148 

3,891 

115,973 

+ 

112,082 

Pig-iron  for  melting 

1,027 

1,027 

-H 

1,027 

Cast-iron  articles  . . 

892 

(564 

76 

_ 

157 

Iron  and  steel 

1,173 

3,006 

55 

647 

„ „ in  pipes 

1,966 

205 

1,267 

+ 

1,267 

Wrought  iron  and  steel  articles  . . 

449 

856 

147 

+ 

39 

Wrought  iron  and  steel  articles. 

3,939 

2,927 

523 

+ 

173 

made  chiefly  with  small  pieces 
of  iron  and  steel. 

Copper,  brass,  bronze,  in  wires 

114 

33 

112 

-f 

112 

„ „ „ manufactured 

272 

335 

30 

+ 

16 
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Works  of  art 
exported  to 
G-reat  Britain. 


Value  purely 
nominal. 


Quantities  of 
chief  articles 
of  con- 
sumption. 


Quantities, 

1890. 

From  Great  Britain. 

Articles. 

1889. 

1 Quantities, 
1890. 

1 

Compared 
with  1889. 

Steam  engines 

cwts. 

178 

cwt. 

658 

cwt. 

156 

+ 

cwt. 

156 

Motors,  hydraulic  machines,  &c.  . . 

814 

553 

226 

+ 

226 

Machinery  and  implements  for 

508 

11 

484 

-t- 

484 

working  wood  and  metals. 
Dynamo-electric  ditto 

720 

1,528 

1,712 

119 

-t- 

101 

Detached  parts  of  machines 

599 

265 

+ 

146 

Optical  instruments 

237 

171 

110 

+ 

18 

Coloui’ed  majolicas  . . 

26 

212 

10 

— 

51 

Crockery 

566 

1,098 

66 

— 

143 

Porcelain  articles 

534 

527 

48 

— 

29 

Panes  of  glass  and  crystal. . 

3,275 

2,293 

1 3,023 

745 

+ 

1,016 

„ „ „ polished 

Glass  and  crystal  wares 

1,273 

1,808 

- 

64 

5,603 

816 

233 

— 

282 

Wax  (yellow)  ..  .. 

221 

206 

1 221 

+ 

32 

Hosiery,  common  . . 

1,613 

1,262 

124 

- 

45 

„ fine. . 

420 

534  ! 

36 

63 

Exportation, 

The  only  item  deserving  of  notice  in  the  table  ol  goods 
exported  from  Rome  to  Great  Britain  in  the  year  1890  is  that 
regarding  objects  of  art,  which  value  appears  therein  to  have 
amounted  to  892/.  as  against  nil  in  1889,  on  a total  exportation 
of  4,604/.  These  figures  are,  however,  to  be  taken  as  purely 
nominal,  and  I should  say  meaningless,  to  give  ' any  idea  of  the 
actual  and  considerable  value  of  pictures,  sculpture,  and  other 
artistic  production  exported  from  Rome  to  foreign  countries. 

Returns  for  1891  are  not  yet  published. 


Consumption  of  Eatables,  Drinks,  <^c. 

The  figures  given  below  are  the  the  surest  index  of  the 
economic  condition  of  the  town,  and  show  the  effects  of  the 
persistent  crisis  which  has  debarred  its  progress. 

They  represent  in  quantities  the  chief  articles  of  con- 
sumption introduced  in  Rome  during  1890  as  compared  with 
1889,  and  in  spite  of  an  increased  population  nearly  all  are 
inferior. 

The  returns  for  1891  are  not  yet  published. 
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Articles. 

Quantity. 

1890. 

1889. 

Wine  and  vinegar,  in  casks.. 

G-allons 

13,974,092 

15,711,168 

„ „ in  bottles 

Number 

135,196 

129,534 

Oxen  and  veal 

Cwt. 

290,798 

280,554 

Covrs  and  bullocks  . . 

92,972 

127,740 

Calves. . 

N umber 

13,465 

19,437 

Kids  and  muttons  . . 

Cwt. 

3,758 

4,778 

Sheep  and  goats 

Number 

5,740 

5,950 

Lambs. . 

Cwt. 

8,390 

7,122 

Butchered  meat ' 

51,658 

52,254 

Pigs  .. 

M 

86,800 

89,838 

Fowls,  pigeons 

Number 

32,066 

28,978 

Poultry,  by  weight  . . 

Cwt. 

31,096 

31,644 

Venison 

1,712 

1,780 

Meal  . . 

) J 

51,252 

67,726 

Flour  . . 

979,356 

961,884 

Rice  t . . . . , 

45,114 

50,238 

Oranges  and  lemons. . 

3> 

43,978 

46,936 

Cheese 

yy 

48,336 

48,918 

Milk  and  cream 

3) 

165,252 

146,442 

Eggs 

3) 

63,264 

67,326 

Fresh  fish 

j) 

30,892 

30,468 

Oil 

54,508 

80,708 

Mineral  oil  . . 

33 

46,714 

47,562 

Coffee . . 

11,444 

11,550 

Sugar  . . , , 

33 

51,884 

52,044 

The  figures  for  this  class  of  articles  show  in  what  state  of  Building 
slackness  house  building  and  work  generally  were  kept  in  materials. 
Rome : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1890. 

1889. 

Burnt  lime  . . 

Cwts. 

990,074 

1,587,538 

Cement 

151,096 

169,138 

Bricks 

Number 

52,374,019 

64,439,230 

Pozzolane 

c.f . 

18,044,355 

27,277,495 

Timber 

Tons 

10,543 

9,338 

Sawed  timber, , 

11,632 

12,932 

Iron  rods 

Cwts. 

127,124 

154,398 

Iron  beams  . . 

33  • • 

54,802 

99,172 

Iron  castings  . . 

13  • • 

39,084 

53,694 

Pig-iron 

33  • • 

39,532 

56,174 
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Comparison 
with  prices  i 
Continental 
cities. 


Market  Price  of  Eatables  and  other  Articles  at  Rome  at  the 
following'  dates : — 


Articles. 

December 
31,  1890. 

June  30, 
1891. 

December 
31,  1891. 

June  30, 
1892. 

Beef  

Lb. 

&'s.  d. 

0 0 Si 

£ s.  d. 

0 0 Si 

£ s.  d. 

0 0 8i 

£ s.  d- 
0 0 Si 

Veal  

« ... 

0 0 lOf 

0 0 lOf 

0 0 lOf 

0 0 lOf 

Bread,  1st  quality  

,,  ... 

1 0 0 2 

0 0 2 

0 0 2 

0 0 2 

Corn,  1st  quality  

Cwt. 

0 9 8 

0 10  3 

0 10  11 

0 8 11 

Indian  corn,  1st  quality  

5> 

0 5 9 

0 8 5 

0 7 6 

Flour,  best  

Ij 

0 16  1 

0 17  11 

0 18  8 

1 0 1^11 

,,  lowest 

,, 

0 13  4 

0 14  9 

0 15  7 

0 13  3 

Butter,  Campagna 

n 

6 17  3 

5 3 10 

Eggs  - 

Per  100  ... 

0 7*  2 

0 4"  8 

0 6 8 1 

0 4 8 

Olive  oil,  fine 

Gallon 

0 4 5 

0 4 3 

0 3 6 j 

0 3 6 

Wine,  Koman 

, 

0 2 5 

0 1 11 

1 

,,  Marino 

» 

0 2 5 

0 2 3 

,,  Genzano  

,, 

0 2 0 j 

0 18 

0 1’  9 

0 i’ ’ 9 

„ Velletri  

,, 

0 2 0 

0 1 11 

0 1 6 

0 16 

Wool,  best 

,,  lowest 

Hay,  new  compressed  

Sugar,  fine  

Cwt. 

„ ...j 

2 17*  9 1 

6 3 5 

5 9 11 

0 1 11 

2 18  2 

2 17*  9 ‘ 

5 4 2 

4 6 3 

2 17*  9 

Coffee,  best  

8 15  3 1 

8 18  6 

9 3 1 

9 2 3 

Coal  

Ton  !.’.1 

3 1 11 

3 2 11 

Petroleum,  amber  and  ruby 

Box  of  55  i 

1 1 10 

1 1 10 

1 i"ii 

1 i*‘ii 

,,  Philadelphia  

pints. 

Lbs.  70  ...| 

0 18  7 1 

0 18  6 

0 18  6 

0 17  11 

,,  Russian 

i 

0 18  0 1 

0 18  0 

0 17  10 

All  Custom  and  Octroi  Duties  are  included  in  Prices. 


By  comparing  prices  of  eatables  and  other  primary  com- 
modities current  in  Rome  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  with 
those  of  some  of  the  principal  continental  cities,  it  is  seen 
that : — 

Bread  was  as  dear  as  in  Paris,  Madrid,  and  Geneva ; cheaper 
than  Berlin,  Vienna,  St.  Petersburg,  Milan,  Munich,  and 
Naples. 

Butter  was  dearer  than  in  Geneva,  Brussels,  Berlin,  Vienna, 
and  Milan;  cheaper  than  Paris,  St.  Petersburg  and  Naples. 

dearer  than  in  Milan,  Berne;  cheaper  than  in  Berlin, 
Brussels,  Geneva,  Paris,  Vienna,  Naples. 

Sugar  as  dear  as  in  Milan,  Naples,  and  dearer  than  in  all 
the  other  capitals. 

Coffee  as  dear  as  in  Paris,  and  dearer  than  in  all  other 
capitals. 

Gaz  only  cheaper  than  Paris,  Madrid,  St.  Petersburg,  and 
Barcelone,  as  dear  as  Munich  and  Naples,  but  dearer  than  all 
other  places. 

Petroleum  only  cheaper  than  in  Madrid  and  Milan,  as  dear 
as  in  Paris,  Barcelone,  and  Naples,  but  dearer  than  all  other 
places. 

Wine,  oil,  macaroni,  potatoes,  fruit,  vegetables,  are  of  course 
much  cheaper  in  Rome  tRan  in  other  continental  capitals. 
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Table  showing  the  Value  of  Stocks  and  Shares  at  the  Rome  Money 
Exchan^^e  on  December  31,’ 1890  and  1891,  and  June  30,  marlcet. 
1892. 


— 

Capital. 

Paid  in. 

1890. 

1891. 

June  30, 
1892. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Italian  5 per  cent,  rente  

100 

100 

96-15 

94-25 

96-10 

Kome  4 per  cent,  bonds 

500 

500 

430  '00 

420  -00 

419-00 

Banca  Nazionale  shares  

1,000 

750 

1,700  *00 

1,340-00 

1,338  -00 

Banca  Romana  ,,  

1,000 

1,000 

1,050-00 

1,038-00 

1,045-00 

♦Banca  Generale  ,,  

500 

250 

430  -00 

285  -00 

335-00 

Society  di  Credito  Mobiliare  shares 

500 

400 

548-00 

385  -00 

565  -00 

Society  Immobiliare  shares 

500 

500 

440  -00 

210-00 

175  00 

Banco  di  Roma  shares  

500 

250 

800  -00 

305  -00 

450  -00 

Banco  Industriale  e Commerciale 

500 

500 

470-00 

750-00 

555  -00 

shares. 

Aequa  Marcia  Company  shares  ... 

600 

500 

850  -00 

1,053-00 

1,180-00 

Gaz,  etc.,  Illumination  Company 

500 

500 

735-00 

690-00 

930  '00 

shares. 

Condotta  (Water  Company)  shares 

500 

500 

270  -00 

220-00 

370  '00 

Tramway  Omnibus  shares 

250 

250 

133-00 

115-00 

150-00 

Navigazione  Generale  

500 

500 

380  -00 

319-00 

285  '00 

Mediterranean  Railways  shares  ... 

500 

500 

559  -00 

490  '00 

530  -00 

Adriatic  ,,  ,, 

500 

500 

703  -00 

645  '00 

682-00 

* The  “ Banca  Generale  ” has  in  1892  reduced  its  capital;  the  value  of  the  shares  from  500 
nominal,  is  reduced  to  300  paid  up,  after  having  called  in  200  lire  per  share. 

Amounts  not  called  in  should  be  deducted  from  the  above  prices. 

The  prices  of  mortgage  bonds  have  been  given  in  a previous  paragraph. 


Dividends  (including  interest)  paid  by  the  following  Com- 
panies : — 


Companies. 

1890. 

1891. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Banca  Nazionale  . . . . . . . . 

67-00 

53-00 

Banca  Romana 

55-00 

50-00 

Banca  Grenerale  . . 

12-50 

7-35 

Society  Credito  Mobiliare 

24-00 

24-00 

Society  Immobiliare 

35-00 

15-00 

Banco  di  Roma  . . 

12-50 

nil 

Banca  Industriale  e Commerciale 

25  -00 

12-50 

Aequa  Marcia  Company . . 

42-50 

53-50 

Gaz,  &c. 

66-00 

60-00 

Interest. 


— 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Bank  rate  of  discount  . . 

6 

5 

Open  market  discount 

5 

4^ 

4 

Loans  on  securities 

•• 

• • 

6 

5 
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Rates  of  Exchange. 


— 

June  30, 
1890. 

December 
31,  1890. 

June  30, 
1891. 

December 
31,  1891. 

June  30, 
1892. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Bills  at  90  days — 

London  ... 

..  per  £ 

25-14 

25  -27 

25  -29 

25-54 

25  -85 

Paris  

..  per  100  fra. 

100-02 

100-70 

100-75 

101 -50 

102  -00 

Premium  on  gold 

percent. 

1-30 

1-30 

2-05 

3-00 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

London  . . . . 

per  £ 

' 25-38 

25-74 

25-15 

25-22 

Paris 

per  100  frs. 

100-80 

102  -20 

99-82 

100 -00 

Gold  premium 

per  cent. 

1-40 

2-50 

0-50 

0-75 

Clearing-house  Returns  for  1890  (Stocks  and  Shares  transac- 
tions for  the  account  only)  : — 


Total  value  of 
Securities. 

Compensated. 

Differences 

paid. 

Per  cent. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

40,450,604 

38,851,180 

1,599,424 

3-95 

Electric 
works  at 
I'ivoli. 


Water-power 

used. 

Turbines, 
power  of. 

Dynamo- 

electric 

machines. 


Power  of 
dynamos. 


^ The  Anglo-Roman  Illumination  Company. 

The  Anglo-Roman  Gas  Company,  which  now  embraces  all 
kinds  of  illuminating  systems,  having  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Hydraulic  Power  Company  of  Tivoli,  have 
succeeded  in  establishing  in  the  latter  place  large  electric 
works  which  are  considered  among  the  finest  and  best  of  the 
kind,  and  have  elicited  the  approval  of  connoisseurs  and  tlie 
general  appreciation  of  the  public.  The  water,  which  represents 
a volume  of  about  140  cubic  feet  falling  from  a height  of 
162  feet,  is  made  to  turn  six  large  turbines,  350  horse-power 
each,  which  drive  by  direct  action  on  their  axis  a corresponding 
number  of  dynamo-electric  machines,  these  latter  generating 
alternating  electric  current  at  high  potential.  The  water-power 
is  also  made  to  turn  three  other  turbines  of  50  horse-power 
each,  which  place  in  motion  a corresponding  number  of 
exciting  direct  current  dynamos.  The  power  of  the  former 
dynamos  is  6,000  volt  difference  of  potential,  and  they  are 
able  to  supply  a current  of  45  ampere  each. 
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The  electric  current  is  conveyed  to  Rome,  as  far  as  a Electric  line 
receiving  station  close  to  “Porta  Pia,”  by  means  of  a 
15^  English  miles  long,  made  of  four  cords  of  pure  electrolytic 
copper  wires.  Two  of  the  cords  are  intended  as  reserve.  The 
poles,  which  number  707  in  all,  are  placed  at  a distance  of 
about  38  yards  from  one  another. 

The  lower  part  of  the  poles  is  formed  of  two  double  T 
steel  beams ; the  upper  part  is  of  wood,  to  which  are  attached 
special  porcelain  isolators  which  support  the  cords. 

The  lowest  cord  is  7-|-  yards  from  the  ground,  and  the  top 
one  9|  yards. 

The  receiving  station  near  “Porta  Pia”  is  the  only  centre  Eeceiviog 
of  distribution  for  a radius  of  3 English  miles,  which  is  sufficient  radins 
to  embrace  the  whole  town.  There  the  elevated  potential  of  3 miles, 
the  line  is  transformed  and  reduced  to  low  density.  The  dis-  Distribution, 
tribution  of  the  current  can  be  effected  in  two  different  ways ; bow  effected, 
the  first  is  by  means  of  parallel  transformators  and  constant 
potential  for  incandescent  lamps  and  for  motors  in  derivation ; 
the  second  way  is  by  constant  current  for  lamps  and  motors 
in  series,  so  that  the  company  is  in  a position  to  undertake  Cables 
installations  of  all  types  and  descriptions  of  electric  apparatuses. 

The  distribution  of  the  current  in  town  is  to  be  effected  by 
means  of  over  6 miles  of  concentric  cables  for  current  at  a Overhead 
constant  potential,  and  by  means  of  14  overhead  independent  circuits, 
circuits  for  lamps  in  series  at  a constant  intensity.  cent^^’ 

The  yield  at  the  transforming  station  in  Rome  is  80  per  cent ; 
that  is  to  say,  the  conveyance  of  electric  energy  to  a distance  of 
15-^  English  miles  causes  a loss  of  only  20  per  cent.  I have 
been  assured  that  this  was  actually  the  result  of  the  testings 
Avhich  have  already  taken  place.  Complete  satisfaction  is 
expressed  as  to  the  excellence  and  perfection  of  the  whole  plant. 

The  turbines  of  Tivoli,  as  well  as  the  alternating  current  Manu- 
dynamos  and  the  direct  current  exciting  dynamos,  have  been  t^cturers  who 
supplied  by  the  firm  Gauz  and  Co.,  of  Buda-Pesth,  the  copper  ^2hinery,&e. 
wires  by  the  Metallurgic  Company  of  Leghorn. 

The  porcelain  isolators  were  manufactured  on  a special 
model  by  the  Ginori  firm  of  Doccia,  near  Florence. 

The  concentric  cables  by  Messrs.  Siemens  and  Halskc,  of 
Berlin. 

The  undertaking  was  planned  out  and  directed  by  Professor 
G.  Mengarini,  a distinguished  electrician  in  Rome. 

I notice  that  none  of  the  machinery,  &c.,  came  from  Great  None  Britisli. 
Britain.  This  is  perhaps  to  be  attributed  to  English  prices, 
which  are  found  somewhat  too  high  in  comparison  with  conti- 
nental competition.  It  is,  however,  to  be  expected  that  for  Probable 
private  installations,  especially  in  Jiotels  and  houses  of  wealthy  market  for 
people,  good  English  electric  appliances  will  find  a proper- 
tionate  market. 

The  Company  has  a contract  with  the  Municipality  for  the  Contract  with 
lighting  up  of  the  town  by  electricity ; but  for  the  present  municipality, 
only  a few  of  the  principal  thoroughfares  will  be  lighted  by 
(1402)  B 
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that  means.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  not  only 
■■  public  establishmeiits,  maiiy'of  Avhich  are  already  lighted  up  by 
■ electricity  through  the  steam-power  works  which  the  same 
Elech'ic  light  Company  have  in  Rome,  but  a good  many  of  the  best  private 
houses^^^  houses,  offices,  colleges,  &c.,  will  adopt  this  system  of  illumina- 
tion, which  cannot  but  meet  the  favour  of  the  better  social 
classes. 

Company  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Company,  besides  furnishing 

po\\^i\  electric  light,  to  distribute  motive  power  as  well.  Should  it 

Second  plant  P^’^ve  needed,  the  Same  Tivoli  water  can  be  utilised  a second 
if  needed.  time,  whicli  will  double  the  present  production  of  electric  energy. 

The  Anglo-Roman  Company  was  established  by  an  English- 
man in  1852,  the  late  Mr.  Shepherd,  and  is  at  present  under 
the  very  able  management  of  his  successor.  Engineer  Com- 
mandeur  Pouchain,  who,  since  1888,  proposed  this  important 
and  then  unexampled  undertaking. 


Exhibition  to 
be  held  in 
1895-96. 


Opposition — 
met  by 
scheme. 

Subscriptions, 
amount  of. 


Grounds 

secured. 

Locality,  fine, 


Exhibition.  1895-96. 

A private  committee  was  formed  some  time  ago  with  the 
object  of  promoting  an  Italian  general  Exhibition  and  Inter- 
national Exhibition  of  Fine  Arts  and  Electricity,  to  be  held  in 
Rome,  in  1895-96.  The  exhibition  is  intended  to  solemnise  the 
twenly-fifth  anniversary  of  the  annexation  of  Rome  to  the 
Kingdom  of  Italy.  Tlie  scheme  met  with  some  opposition, 
and  owing  to  the  indifferent  financial  conditions  of  the  town, 
as  well  as  to  the  fears  which  were  entertained  that  the  result 
would  not  have  proved  a successful  one,  subscriptions  came 
in  very  slowly,  their  amount  little  exceeding  40,000/.  ; but  the 
idea  of  liolding  the  exhibition  gradually  made  its  way,  so  much 
so  that  the  Municipality  have  already  destined  for  it,  and 
made  over  to  the  committee  the  grounds  on  Avhich  the  exhi- 
bition buildings  are  to  rise.  These  grounds  are  placed  in 
the  vicinity  of  “ Ponte  Milvio,”  about  a mile’s  distance  from 
‘•Porta  del  Popolo,”  in  a very  attracting  position,  bordering 
the  river,  and  a fine  view  of  the  Sabine  Hills  is  commanded 
from  there.  The  grounds  are  also  close  to  the  new  road  and 
park  called  “ Viale  Parioli.” 


Drainage  of 
marshy 
grounds 
completed. 


Turbines 
found  to 
answer. 


Hydraulic  and  Agricultural  Improvements  in  the  Campagna. 

The  bulk  of  the  hydraidic  improvements  undertaken  by 
Government  may  be  considered  as  terminated.  They  cliiefly 
consisted  in  drying  up  the  marches  of  Ostia,  Isola  Sacra,  Porto, 
Camposalino,  and  Maccarese,  along  the  sea  coast,  by  means  of 
a system  of  canalisation  and  hydrovorous  machines.  i^Vule 
Report,  Year  1888,  No.  633.)  From  the  Official  Reports  before 
me,  I gather  that  the  latter  machines,  which  were  divided  in 
three  separate  plants,  have  answered  their  j)urpose  very  well ; 
but  that  as  regards  the  utilisation  of  the  soil  for  cultivation, 
doubts  are  entertained  whether  these  machines  will  prove 
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sufficient  in  ca,se  of  hard  and  persistent  rains  to  clear  off  the 
Avater  Avitli  sufficient  speed  as  to  alloAv  of  the  land  being  used 
for  rearing  up  crops.  For  pasture  purposes  the  system  adopted 
Avill  do  very  AA^ell. 

As  regards  agricultural  improvements  in  the  Roman  Agricultural 
Campagna  generally,  although  ten  years  have  nearly  passed 
since  the  Act  bearing  thereon  received  the  sanction  of  Par- 
liament, so  far,  with  the  exception  of  Avhat  is  mentioned  above, 
the  results  have  not  ansAvered  expectations. 

The  Act  in  question  conferred  upon  CxOA^ernment  the  power  Powers  con- 
of  expropriating  the  lands  belonging  to  those  among  the 
OAvners  Avho  did  not  abide  by  the  enactments  contained  therein.  ovem- 

Another  power  conferred  upon  Government  was  to  draw  from 
the  “ Cassa  Depositi  e Prestiti  ” the  necessary  funds  AAdierewith 
to  pay  expropriation  indemnities ; AAdiich  funds  are  to  be 
returned  Avith  interest  by  means  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  expropriated  lands,  the  purchase  price  Avhereof  is  paid  by 
yearly  instalments. 

The  causes  to  Avhich  the  ill  success  is  attributed,  and  Avhich  111  success  due 
have  thus  counteracted  the  object  of  the  law,  are  of  a financial  financial 
character.  Foremost,  the  system  of  valuation  of  the  lands 
ordered  to  be  expropriated,  and  the  loss  of  money  Avhich  the 
Treasury  is  to  bear  in  carrying  out  the  sale.  The  Government 
do  not  feel  disposed  to  sustain  the  heavy  burden  Avhich  would 
necessarily  result  from  an  extensiA^e  application  of  the  poAvers 
conferred  upon  them  by  the  law.  The  judicial  valuations  ha\dng  Sj^stem  cf 
to  be  made  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  rules  set  down  in  valuation  ofj 
the  general  laAV  regulating  expropriations  for  reasons  of  public 
utility,  it  so  happens  that  the  money  value  attributed  to  the 
lands  by  the  experts,  and  Avhich  the  Government  liaA^e  to  pay 
doAvn  ready  cash,  is  much  higher  than  Avhat  the  OAvners  them- 
selves Avould  ever  succeed  in  realising  if  they  tried  to  dispose 
of  them  by  any  other  means;  so  tliat,  in  conclusion,  these 
expropriations,  instead  of  being  a penalty  inflicted  upon  land- 
oAvners  refusing  obedience  to  the  laAv,  resolve  themselves  in  a 
positive  benefit  to  them.  It  is  easy,  therefore,  to  understand 
in  Avhat  position  Government  is  placed  in  dealing  Avitli  that 
matter,  finding  themselves  precluded  as  they  are  from  com- 
pelling landowners  to  abide  by  the  law. 

it  has  also  turned  out  that  the  Treasury  is  a sufferer  on  the  I^osses  to 
re-sale  of  the  lands,  in  vieAv  of  the  fact  that  the  sale  prices  are 
affected  by  the  conditions  imposed  upon  the  iieAv  purchasers,  lands, 
such  as  the  improvement  of  the  land,  construction  of  houses, 
water  supply,  digging  and  ditches,  laying  down  roads,  advances 
of  capital  for  the  culture,  &c.,  and,  as  it  has  been  above  noted, 
the  purchase  price  is  payable  at  long  periods.  The  final 
result  of  such  a transaction  would  be  that  the  State,  after 
having  laid  out  a good  many  millions,  Avhich  can  only  be 
recovered  in  a long  run  of  years,  would  find  itself  the  loser  of 
large  sums  of  money. 

I do  not  know  whether  proposals  have  ever  been  made  to  Hints  as  to 
(1402)  ^ B 2 
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financial 

sclieme. 


Prices  fetched 
by  lands  sold. 


Adjudgment 
prices  and 
terms. 


New  bridges 
in  the 
Campagna. 


Sweepings  of 
town,  how 
utilized. 


Q,uantities 
and  prices 
giren. 


Government  to  take  np  en  bloc  ” the  lands  subject  to  expropria- 
tion under  the  said  Act ; but  considering  the  high  rate  of  interest 
commanded  by  capital  in  this  country,  and  the  natural  fertility 
of  the  soil,  which  is  susceptible  of  great  increment,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  Act  in  question  contains  the  elements  of  some 
scheme  which  might  be  brought  forward  by  a good  financial 
company. 

The  following  figures  will  show  what  prices  have  been 
realised  by  the  sale  of  certain  lands  expropriated  in  force  of 


the  said  Act: — 

Acres. 

171 

Stei’ling. 

£ 5. 

..  27  4 

d. 

0 per  acre. 

153 

..  33  12 

0 

129 

..  15  12 

0 „ 

127 

. . 20  16 

0 

42 

..  19  12 

0 

21 

..  19  4 

0 

18 

..  18  16 

0 

19 

..  16  8 

0 „ 

The  bidding  prices  for  the  latter  plots  were  set  down  at 
between  12Z.  and  15J/.  per  acre.  The  adjudgment  price  was 
about  3/.  per  acre  more.  Payment  to  be  effected  by  amortization 
within  30  years,  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  4 per 
cent. 

In  connection  with  the  Campagna  improvements,  I should 
mention  here  that  the  two  banks  of  the  Tiber  have  been  placed 
in  communication  by  means  of  two  new  bridges,  one  at  “ Castel 
Giubileo,”  and  another  at  “Magliana,”  eight  miles  from  Pome, 
up  and  down  stream  respectively. 

The  utilisation  of  the  sweepings  of  the  town  for  agricultural 
purposes  had  hitherto  been  very  limited,  although  it  cannot  be 
said  that  it  had  been  entirely  neglected ; but  it  is  only  quite 
recently  that  the  town  offscourings  have  been  turned  into  any 
practical  use,  centres  of  distribution  liaving  been  established 
under  the  control  of  the  municipal  administration.  A remark- 
able fact  is  that  up  to  20  years  ago  the  town  refuse  was  pitched 
into  the  Tiber  as  valueless.  In  more  recent  times  it  Avas  stored 
up,  and  some  day  all  that  matter,  so  rich  of  useful  elements 
for  agricultural  purposes,  Avill  be  turned  to  advantage. 

It  has  been  reckoned  that  the  offscourings  of  Rome  amount 
to  about  03,42 G tons  per  year,  out  of  Avhich,  Avhen  the  selection 
has  been  made,  there  remain  16,000  tons  to  be  turned  into 
manure.  The  Amlue  on  the  spot  Avhere  it  is  to  be  used,  and  by 
reason  of  the  benefit  derived  to  the  soil,  is  calculated  on  an 
average  at  5s.  5d.  per  ton.  Its  actual  price  is  constituted  by 
the  said  figure,  less  the  carting  to  the  grounds  where  it  is  to  be 
spread.  Coav  and  other  dung,  Avhich  amounts  in  Rome  every 
year  to  about  96,000  tons,  secures  a higher  jDiicc,  6s.  4c/.  per 
ton.  The  offscourings  and  the  dung  in  Rome  Avould  together 
suffice  to  manure  every  year  24,000  acres  of  ground  under 
crops,  or  6,250  acres  used  as  kitchen-gardens,- orcliards,  Ac. 
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Iforse’-hreeding  in  the  Campagna. 

It  is  justly  remarked  that  the  Roman  Maremma,  as  well  as  Roman  sea- 
the  Avhole  coast  of  Tuscany,  are  highly  adapted  for  horse-  coast  and 
hreeding  on  account  of  favourable  local  conditions.  The 
climate,  as  a rule,  is  good  and  suitable  for  tliat  purpose.  The  horses.  ° 
conditions  of  the  rest  of  the  Roman  Campagna  vary  with 
each  locality : but  horse-breeding  can  in  most  places  be  carried 
on  successfully.  I have,  therefore,  deemed  it  expedient  to 
give  in  this  Report  some  information  on  that  subject,  and  to 
embody  certain  remarks  Avhich  I have  gathered  from  the  yearly 
Reports  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce in  Rome. 

A portion  of  the  native  races  presents  the  German,  and  the  Native  races, 
rest  the  Asiatic  type.  The  horse  which  is  bred  in  this  part  of  ^f^horse-^^^^^ 
Italy  is  considered  of  great  value  both  for  saddle  and  harness, 
because  of  a rustic  and  sober  character,  and  can  endure  every 
sort  of  fatigue  and  privation,  being  of  a naturally  robust 
and  healthy  constitution. 

It  is  now  some  years  that  both  Government  and  horse-  Bettering  of 
breeders  have  been  endeavouring  to  ennoble  the  said  varietes  I’aces. 
of  horses,  trying  to  fix  upon  the  best  means  of  reproduction 
likely  to  facilitate  the  object  in  view. 

The  Government  place  every  year  at  the  disposal  of  horse-  Government 
breeders  at  very  moderate  terms  some  choice  stallions  from  the  suppfv 
Government  depots.  stallions. 

It  has  been  ascertained  that,  on  account  of  the  roaming,  Interbreed 
half-wild  life  they  are  made  to  lead,  the  colts  born  of  interbreed  English 
of  local  races  with  Englisii  thoroughbreds,  easily  break  down, 
as  they  cannot  resist  that  system  of  life,  more  especially  so  as 
they  lack  the  cares  lavished  upon  their  sires  and  ancestors. 

The  majority  die,  or  if  they  survive,  there  is  every  probability 
of  their  being  rachitic  and  badly  shaped.  It  has  been,  on  the  Ditto  with 
contrary,  experienced  that  by  using  for  breeding  purposes  the  Oriental 
Asiatic  stallion  or  that  of  an  Asiatic  type,  which  some  breeders 
of  the  Campagna  have  succeeded  in  rearing  up,  the  breed  are 
found  to  resist  the  said  half-wild  system  of  life,  improving  the 
natural  good  qualities  and  tendencies  of  the  native  races, 
rendering  them  more  efficient  in  their  build,  speed,  and  more 
spirited,  so  that  they  can  be  utilised  satisfactorily  both  for 
military  purposes  as  well  as  for  harness. 

From  the  Reports  before  me,  I gather  that  some  of  the  English 
Roman  breeders  have  even  preferred  to  have  their  mares  of  a thoroughbred 
thoroughbred  English  pedigree  mated  with  Arab  stallions,  ^ith  ditto.^ 
Experiments  which  were  made  with  Northern  races  such  as  the  interbreed 
Mecklemburg  or  Hanover,  have  given  bad  results.  Good  with  northern 
results  were  obtained  with  the  Spanish  Andalusian  horse;  but  races, 
it  is  pointed  out  that  the  latter  is  not  adapted  for  modern  uses. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  found  by  the  experience  of  breeders  Coach-horses, 
who  rear  coach  horses,  that,  in  order  to  preserve  to  the  pro- 
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ducts  the  necessary  characters  of  that  class,  half-blood  English 
stallions  must  be  used,  inasmuch  as  from  interbreed  with  the 
Arab  species,  no  good  results  were  obtained,  the  colts  turning 
out  small  in  build,  and  with  shoulders  and  hips  very  little  in 
proportion. 

It  should  be  noted,  in  regard  to  all  kinds  of  breed,  that, 
with  few  exceptions,  brood  mares  here  are  not  fed  very  Avell  as 
to  quality  nor  with  proper  abundance,  and  that  they  do  not 
receive  sufficient  tending  to  insure  a good  breed. 

As  a consequence  of  what  has  been  stated  above,  it  has 
turned  out  that  during  latter  years  the  majority  of  horse- 
breeders  of  this  district  have  solicited  the  Government  depots 
to  supply  the  mating  stations,  of  which  there  are  six  in  the 
Roman  Campagna,  with  Arab  stallions. 

A few  breeders  only  prefer  the  roadster  class,  but  again 
the  majority  who  ask  for  Arab  horses  want  them  to  be  of  fine 
build,  and  this  is  just  the  drawback  with  the  Arab  horses,  the 
experience  made  in  this  country  having  shown  that  that  race 
transmit  their  quality . and  their  fine  and  proportionate  limbs 
only  as  long  as  their  size  is  kept  within  the  bounds  assigned  to 
them  by  nature,  for  as  soon  as  any  alteration  is  attempted, 
their  shape,  from  fine  and  regular,  loses  its  proportions,  and 
becomes  decidedly  ugly. 

It  appears,  moreover,  that  Roman  horse-breeders  are  v(uy 
uncertain  about  their  tastes.  Once  they  preferred  the  English 
half-blood,  then  came  the  turn  of  the  thoroughbreds,  now  they 
have  taken  a fancy  to  the  Arab  horse,  although  the  latter  can 
only  produce  saddle  horses,  and  although  it  is  foreseen  that 
unless  great  care  is  taken  of  their  food  there  will  be  risk  of 
soon  seeing  the  races  reduced  in  size,  to  avoid  which  the 
Roman  breeders  u'ill  have  to  return  to  the  English  thorough- 
breds. The  Government  have  made  them  aware  of  the 
difficulties  which  are  experienced  to  get  from  the  East  good 
animals  having  the  requisite  standard  of  height  desired  by 
them. 

The  preference  which  is  at  present  given  by  breeders  here 
to  the  Arab  stallion  is  not  shared  by  the  horse-breeders  of  the 
neighbouring  Tuscan  districts,  who  stick  to  the  roadster  or  to 
the  English  half-blood.  In  this  they  are  encouraged  by 
Government,  who,  on  account  of  stature  and  proportions,  do 
not  back  the  tastes  of  Roman  breeders,  but  rather  advise  them 
to  better  the  sanitary  conditions  and  the  food  of  the  animals, 
and  to  employ  at  most  Arab-Roman  stallions,  who  give  good 
stock,  adapted  for  military  purposes.  To  ennoble  the  races, 
Government  advise,  however,  to  employ  the  thoroughbred 
English  stallion,  and  they  try  to  persuade  the  breeders  that  in 
fact  this  latter  horse  represents  the  Arab  race  perfected. 

The  greater  part  of  the  horses  Avhich  are  reared  up  in  Italy 
is  bought  by  Government  for  army  remounts,  and  brc'cders 
have  to  depend  for  the  disposal  of  their  stock  upon  tlie  judg- 
mcjii/  of  military  commissions. 
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Government  are,  therefore,  in  a position  to  exercise  a 
decided  influence  upon  the  system  of  breeding  and  upon  the 
best  means  of  rearing  good  stock. 

The  price  of  a three  years’  horse  in  this  district  varies  Price  of 
generally  between  24Z.  and  28^.  In  some  places  the  price 
reaches  32/.  and  40/.  The  horses  which  are  rejected  by  the 
military  commissions  are  sold  on  the  average  at  14/.,  provided 
they  have  no  deformity  and  are  healthy. 


I'Jie  Fucino  Property. 

After  Prince  Torlonia  had  completed  the  draining  of  this  Abundant 
old  lake,  turning  its  basin  into  agricultural  fields,  the  abundant 
crops  which  were  obtained  in  the  outset  led  to  the  supposition 
that  the  undertaking  would  have  proved  very  remunerative  ; 
l)ut  subsequent  events  showed  that  those  results  had  only  a 
passing  character.  Without  disputing  the  merits  of  the  work  Undertaking 
as  a great  hydraulic  achievement,  the  opinion  began  to  prevail  expected  to 
that  the  whole  thing  had  turned  out  to  be,  financially  speaking, 
a iailure.  Nay,  even  doubts  began  to  be  entertained  as  to  its 
advantages  from  a sanitary  point  of  view  ! 

Under  these  impressions  I one  day  paid  a visit  to  the  dried-  Consul’s  visit 
up  grounds  of  the  Fucino,  which  are  now  at  only  four  or  flve 
liours  distance  from  Rome,  and  could  not  refrain  my  surprise  at 
tlie  sight  of  the  great  variety  of  crops  covering  large  extensions  Prosperous 
of  fields  before  me,  and  of  the  quantity  of  agricultural  products 
stored  up  in  the  barns.  The  sight  of  the  numerous  cattle  and  ^ 
other  live  stock  grazing  in  all  directions,  and  the  general 
flourishing  aspect  of  the  place  and  of  the  surrounding  country, 
afforded  a very  attractive  scene.  My  personal  experience  of  P^^^’ticulars 
Fucino  led  me  to  think  that  a few  particulars  as  to  the  agricul- 
tural  results  of  this  undertaking,  which  has  absorbed  close  to  a 
million  and  a half  pounds,  would  be  found  both  useful  and 
interesting. 

The  total  dried-uj)  ground  extends  over  a surface  of  37,500  Extension  of 
acres,  of  which  35,000  belong  to  the  Torlonia  family,  and  are 
divided  thus : — 

1,915  acres  . . . . Canals,  ditclies  and  roads.  How 

9,955  „ . . . . Meadows.  employed. 

29,130  ,,  ..  ..  Area  under  crops.  ^ 

The  whole  tenement  is  crossed  by  a large  canal  connected  Extension  of 
with  the  imposing  emissarium  ” cut  in  the  rock  across  the 
mountain  below  that  of  the  old  Roman  epoch.  To  it  is  linked 
a vast  system  of  secondary  canals  and  ditches,  measuring  176 
English  miles  in  length.  The  tenement  is  surrounded  by  an 
easy  i-oad  32  miles  iii  length,  with  numerous  cross  roads, 
measuring  many  miles.  • r;  . 

The  tenement  is  divided  into  497  plots  of  H2  acres  each.  Eaph  how  laud 
};lot  is  bordered  by  lines  of  poplars  and  willows.  The  canals  divided. 
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and  roads  are  likewise  flanked  by  trees.  Eighty-five  per  eent. 
of  the  surfaee  was  originally  turned  into  arable  ground,  Avhich 
at  first  yielded  an  astonishing  quantity  of  erops  with  very  little 
work  done  by  either  spade  or  plough  at  not  more  than  four 
inches  in  depth  of  soil.  At  the  outset  they  succeeded  in  secur- 
ing as  much  as  50  bushels  of  wheat  per  acre  ; 70  bushels  of 
maize;  30  cwts.  of  beans,  and  as  much  as  75  cwts.  of  potatoes 
per  acre.  These  figures  represented  the  ordinary  yield,  larger 
quantities  having  been  obtained  in  very  good  seasons. 

It  so  hapjfened  that  this  productiveness,  not  having  been 
kept  within  reasonable  bounds  by  means  of  a rational  system 
of  rotation  of  erops  and  of  manuring,  was  very  soon  the  cause 
of  exhausting  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  after  some  years  the 
crops  began  to  grow  poorer  and  poorer  till  they  became 
absolutely  indifferent.  The  rich  strata  of  humus  which  had  in 
the  course  of  centuries  gathered  in  the  bottom  of  the  lake 
appeared  to  be  well  nigh  exhausted,  and  difficulties  were  even 
experienced  to  find  farmers  to  Avork  the  fields. 

The  tenement  Avas  thus  on  ,the  verge  of  becoming  a Avaste 
land  and  a disastrous  loss  to  the  Torlonia  family.  Changes 
Avere,  however,  introduced.  It  is  noAv  about  eight  years  that 
the  method  of  cultivation  has  been  altered,  and  rational  agri- 
cultural systems  haAm  been  adopted.  The  place  has  gone 
through  a complete  agricultural  transformation,  not,  however, 
Avithout  a great  outlay  of  money  on  the  part  of  the  Torlonias. 

Since  the  Fucino  lake  had  been  dried  up  no  farmers  had 
taken  up  their  abodes  on  the  spot,  and  it  Avas  the  custom  of 
both  metayers  and  labourers  to  have  their  homes  in  the  neigh- 
bouring villages.  It  became,  therefore,  necessary  to  attract 
and  keep  on  the  spot  permanently  families  of  farmer  tenants 
coloni.”  The  Torlonia  administration  determined  to  build 
cottages  and  to  allot  to  each  tenant-farmer  six  oxen,  a mare, 
and  tAvo  coavs,  as  Avell  as  sundry  agricultural  implements,  such 
as  an  iron  plough,  a cart,  a supply  of  seeds,  as  well  as  Auctuals 
for  a whole  year,  all  which  supplies  inAmlved  in  each  case  an 
expenditure  of  800/.,  cost  of  building  the  cottages  included. 

Each  family  is  composed  of  from  ten  to  tAventy  persons  of 
both  sexes,  not  including  children,  so  that  on  an  average  each 
represents  at  least  twenty  available  hands. 

The  contract  is  so  framed  that  all  profits  from  crops  and 
stables  are  to  be  divided  in  two  equal  sliares,  one  to  the  land- 
lord and  one  to  the  tenant-farmer. 

At  present  the  Fucino  property  is  dividcid  thus  : to  the 
north  a Amst  tract  of  2,500  acres  is  distributed  in  40  farms  and 
cultivated  on  the  Tuscan  system.  Each  farm  covers  between 
60  and  120  acres,  and  is  provided  Avith  a cottage  costing  about 
550/.  To  the  east  there  are  250  acres  of  irrigous  meadoAVS  on 
the  system  adopted  in  Lombardy.  One  hundred  choice  SAviss 
COAVS,  which  give  excellent  milk  and  cheese,  graze  on  the 
meadows  ; 620  acres  are  under  the  management  of  the  landlord, 
and  are  reared  as  model  fields  and  testing  grounds  for  rice, 
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beetroot,  siiiidry  varieties  of  cereals  and  vegetables,  all  which 
have  yielded  good  crops.  The  remaining  portion  is  leased 
out. 

Up  to  the  present  about  loO  buildings  of  different  sorts  have 
been  constructed  at  an  expense  of  60,000/. 

The  resident  agricultural  population  is  of  6,700  souls, 
reckoning  teaants,  field  labourers,  metayeiN,  and  an  equal 
amount  of  other  husbandmen  find  employment  in  field  work. 

The  live  stock  belonging  to  the  Torlonia  consists  of  5,672 
heads,  i.e.^  750  oxen,  206  horses,  460  pigs,  4,256  heads  of 
sheep.  As  regards  horses,  they  have  crossed  the  thorough 
English  bred  with  the  native  Roman  mare,  and  they  have  also 
introduced  thoroughbred  English  mares.  With  respect  to 
sheep,  good  results  were  obtained  by  the  introduction  of  Austra- 
lian and  Southdown  rams. 

The  chief  part  of  the  land  is  still  kept  for  corn  production. 
It  extends  to  over  80  per  cent,  of  the  total  area,  and  is  divided 
thus : — 


Number  of 

buildings 

erected. 

Number  of 
inhabitants. 

Number  of 
live  stock. 


Corn  produce 
still  prevalent 


Leased  grouuds  . . 

Acres. 

19,612 

Yearly  Surface 
under  Wheat. 
Acres. 
11,492 

Metayers  . . 

4,807 

2,445 

Tenant-farmers  . . 

2,305 

737 

Rents  in  kind 

1,032 

122 

Landlord’s  account 

545 

6(X) 

le  average  annual  corn 

28,301 

produce  is 

15,396 

the  followin 

Wheat 

Bushels. 

338,899 

French  beans  . . 

84,862 

35,667 

Indian  corn  . . 

• • • • 

Beans  . . 

• • 

10,133 

Barley . . 

1,969 

Other  grains  . . 

8,640 

Average 
annual 
produce  of 
corn. 


Total 


480,170 


Plus  320,000  cwts.  of  potatoes,  so  that  the  yield  of  cornfields 
under  farmer-tenancy  and  the  others  taken  together  amounts 
on  an  average  to  16^  bushels  for  every  acre,  and  the  yield  of 
wheat  alone  in  respect  of  the  ground  so  cultivated  to  an  average 
produce  of  21  bushels  per  acre. 

With  a view  of  increasing  the  productiveness  of  the  soil,  increase  of 
especially  of  that  portion  of  it  which  is  not  under  farming,  and  productive- 
considering  that  the  arable  stratum  is  at  present  only  a few  ^^^nLmnleted 
inches  deep  whilst  the  virgin  soil  has  a considerable  depth,  it 
has  been  decided  to  furrow  the  land  deeper.  Experiments 
were  made,  and  the  results  showed  that  by  furrowing  the  soil 
down  to  10  inches,  the  several  crops  yielded  25  and  30  bushels 
per  acre  without  any  necessity  of  manuring.  In  consequence . 
of  these  results  the  tenant-farmers  were  provided  with  a good 
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iron  plough,  each  plough  drawn  by  a couple  of  stout  oxen 
capable  of  furrowing  down  to  a depth  of  10,  12,  and  even  14 
inches.  Still  more  satisfactory  results  are  looked  for  when 
agricultural  machines  shall  have  been  called  into  operation. 

Notwithstanding  that  Italy  has  at  present  several  manufac- 
turers of  agricultural  machines,  it  seems  not  improbable  that 
British  manufacturers  may  secure  some  orders  in  this  quarter. 

The  income  yielded  by  the  farms  to  the  Torlonia  family  is 
on  an  average  4/.  5s.  per  acre.  That  amount  is  ten  times  the 
income  which  used  to  be  realised  previous  to  the  improvements 
to  which  I have  alluded.  Deducting  therefrom  interest  and 
amortization  of  the  capital  employed  for  that  purpose,  there 
remains  3/.  9,s.,  and  adding  the  portion  received  by  the  farmer 
a total  net  yearly  income  results  of  (3/.  186\  per  acre  of  land, 
an  amount  which  1 am  told  is  not  yielded  by  the  largest  and 
best-managed  farming  establishments  in  Italy. 

The  brutto  income  for  the  Avhole  tenement  ofFucino  accord- 
ing to  the  accounts  for  the  agrarian  year  1888-81),  which  is  the  last 
account  published,  amounted  to  150,000/.  Deducting  therefrom 
the  amount  which  the  old  lake  yielded  before  it  had  been 
drained  (2,780/.),  I find  that  the  undertaking  so  successfully 
carried  out  by  Prince  Torlonia  means  an  increase  of  147,220/. 
in  the  general  profits  of  the  locality,  and  in  respect  of  principal 
as  100  to  5,  an  increase  in  the  value  of  prooerty  of  nearly 
3,000,000/. 

Out  of  the  said  profits  the  Torlonia  family  get  every  year 
40,000/.  net,  the  rest,  viz.,  110,000/.,  are  the  profits  of  the 
farmers,  metayers,  &c.  After  deducting  all  taxes  the  said 
income  deriving  to  the  Torlonias  represent  only  2t  per  cent,  on 
the  considerable  sum  of  1,400,000/.  spent  in  carrying  out  the 
undertaking.  Besides,  however,  the  fact  that  a portion  of  the 
capital  laid  out  must  have  already  been  realised  in  prosperous 
years,  there  is  every  probability  that  by  an  increase  of  produc- 
tion the  investment  will  prove^  finally  quite  remunerative  from 
a financial  point  of  view. 

Under  the  meteorologic  and  hygienic  aspect,  the  undertaking 
gave  occasion  to  complaints,  but  the  notable  increase  of  popu- 
lation in  the  neighbouring  villages  of  Fucino  sliows  that  the 
sanitary  conditions  have  greatly  bettered  since  the  drying  up 
of  the  lake.  In  1861  the  population  of  the  district  amounted  to 
31,055,  and  in  1881,  last  census,  it  had  risen  to  45,988.  All 
kinds  of  live  stock  has  increased  from  25,945  heads  to  38,256 
heads,  and  the  number  of  oxen  alone  has  risen  from  2,482 


to  4,423  heads. 

Description  of  Fuciiio  is  a vast  high  plain,  2,110  feet  on  the  sea  level,  tind 
place.  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  mountains.  The  climate  is  mild 

both  in  summer  and  winter.  The  average  temperature  does 
not  go  below  4 degrees  centigrade  under  zero  (25°  Fall.) 
during  winter,  and  in  summer  it  rarely  reaches  28  degrees 

■‘(82^=  Fah.). ‘ ' 

Distance  from  The  place  is  67  miles  from  Koine  by  the  Kome-Sulmona 
Eome. 
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railway  line,  and  it  will  soon  be  placed  in  communication  with 
Naples  by  means  of  the  Avezzano-Roccasecca  branch  of  the 
main  railway  line,  Rome-Naples. 

The  chief  town  of  the  district  is  called  Avezzano,  where  Avezzano, 
the  visitor  can  find  hotel  accommodation  and  carriages. 

The  office  of  the  Torlonias  is  in  the  latter  place,  and  the  Administra- 
director,  who  is  a most  intelligent  and  courteous  gentleman, 
issues  the  necessary  order  for  visiting  the  emissarium,  farms, 
stores,  &c. 


The  Cadastre  and  Land  Rolls. 

Since  18?56-,  the  formation  of  a uniform  geometrical  cadastre  Georaetrieal 
for  the  whole  of  Italy  has  been  undertaken. 

The  cadastre  is  based  upon  measurement  and  valuation 
Avith  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  exact  extent  of  all  real 
property,  both  lands  and  buildings,  and  to  keep  on  record  all  nature  of  the 
changes  connected  thereAvith.  It  is  also  to  serve  for  appor-  cadastre, 
tioning  and  equalising  the  land  tax.  This  extensive  and 
complicated  undertaking  is  gradually  progressing  as  far  as 
landed  property  is  concerned  (for  house  property  the  Araiit  is 
not  much  felt),  notwithstanding  the  great  fractionary  character 
of  property  in  certain  districts,  especially  mountain  places,  and 
the  great  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  limits  of  property  Avhere 
no  cadastre  maps  are  extant.  F or  the  province  of  Rome  there  old  cadastre 
is  already  an  old  cadastre ; but  as  regards  the  valuation  of  of  tlio 
lands,  the  information  Avhich  can  be  derived  therefrom  is  utterly 
unserviceable.  In  some  portions  of  my  district  the  iioav 
cadastre  operations  have  been  almost  completed. 

Having  examined  upon  Avhat  principles  and  by  Avhat  Consul’s 
methods  the  cadastre  is  being  prepared  in  order  to  render  it  investigations, 
a true  and  complete  registry  of  property,  as  Avell  as  a basis  for 
assessing  in  just  proportions  the  tax  Avhich  burdens  upon 
landed  property,  I have  deemed  it  expedient  to  embody  in  this 
report  some  information  on  the  subject,  so  as  to  gHm  an  idea  of 
the  matter. 

The  cadastre,  properly  called,  consists  of: — 

(a)  Sectional  maps, 

{h)  Censual  tables, 

(c)  Register  of  items  and  OAvners, 

(cl)  Land-rolls. 

The  maps  as  a rule  have  the  scale  of  yuW*  Every  section  Maps,  how 
or  particle  is  formed  of  a continuous  portion  of  land  or  building  formed, 
placed  Avithin  a given  communal  territory,  and  belonging  to 
one  OAvner,  of  one  quality  as  to  kind  of  culture,  and  of  one 
class  as  to  productiveness  (or  degree  of  fertility). 

In  cases  of  portions  of  lands  fractioned  in  Amry  small  Hub-maps 
particles,  additional  maps. are,  annexed. on  a scale  of  and 

sometimes 
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For  cadastre  purposes  it  is  necessary  that  the  limit  of  al 
single  communal  territories  he  conspicuously  marked,  and 
where  no  natural  boundaries  exist  markers  or  posts  are  raised. 
The  same  thing  is  done  with  respect  to  single  lands,  limits 
whereof  must  be  established  in  a visible  and  permanent  manner 
by  means  of  boundary  lines  easily  traceable. 

The  operations  which  precede  the  valuation  of  the  lands 
are : — 

The  ^‘qualification”  of  lands,  which  consists  in  distinguish- 
ing the  lands  of  each  commune  according  to  their  various 
cultivation,  yield,  and  conditions. 

F ollows  the  “ classification  ” Avhich  consists  in  sub-dividing 
each  quality  of  land  into  so  many  classes  as  are  the  ditferent 
notable  degrees  of  its  respective  productiveness.  Once  that 
the  quality  and  class  is  fixed  upon,  the  operation  of  “ dis- 
crimination” is  proceeded  with,  by  means  of  which  it  is 
determined  in  what  manner  the  lands  are  to  be  ultimately 
described  in  the  cadastre  as  regards  quality  and  class. 

Last  comes  the  “ valuation,”  which  is  effected  by  ascer- 
taining the  yield  of  each  quality  and  class  of  land.  This  is 
arrived  at  by  means  of  fixed  average  tables  established  for 
each  commune. 

The  total  amount  of  natural  produce  yielded  by  the 
tenement,  and  obtained  by  the  ordinary  methods  of  cultivation 
more  commonly  in  use  at  the  place^  constitute  the  starting 
point  for  determining  the  value. 

The  money  value  of  the  products  is  calculated  upon  the 
average  of  such  of  the  three  years  within  the  period  1874 — 1885, 
wlien  the  minimum  prices  were  realised  at  the  ordinary  markets 
of  each  commune.  An  allowance  is  made  for  the  cost  of 
conveyance  of  the  products  to  the  market,  and  of  the  average 
loss  on  the  paper  currency,  or  premium  on  gold. 

From  the  “ brutto  ” income  assigned  to  each  quality  and 
class  of  land  are  deducted  the  cost  of  cultivation  and  preser- 
vation of  the  lands,  irrigation  expenses,  defence  works  round 
property,  repairs  to  cottages,  farmhouses,  and  buildings,  and 
reintegration  of  crops.  An  allowance  is  also  made  for  injuries 
caused  by  atmospheric  disturbances. 

When  all  these  operations,  which  require  in  practice  a 
minute,  patient,  and  an  extremely  complicated  work,  are  com- 
pleted, the  “ Censual  Tables  ” are  formed.  These  reproduce  in 
a tabulary  form  what  the  maps  represent  graphically,  such  as 
extension  of  surface,  quality,  class,  as  well  as  the  valuation  or 
income  yielded  by  every  single  section  or  particle,  without, 
however,  any  reference  being  made  to  the  name  of  the  owner. 
The  censual  tables,”  which  are  bound  in  volumes,  constitute 
a veritable  registry  and  fundamental  record  of  all  landed 
property.  By  means  of  reference  numbers  they  are  made  to 
correspond  with  the  “ Register  of  items  and  owners,”  which  is 
an  actual  ledger,  each  page  whereof  is  headed  by  the  name  of 
one  owner.  On  the  debit  side  are  entered  the  assets,  all  items 
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owned,  purchases,  extension  of  property,  &c.,  and  the  6orre.s-  and  credit 
ponding  income.  On  the  credit  side  are  made  to  appear  the 
transfers,  sales,  &c.,  so  that  by  a single  glance  one  is  able  to 
ascertain  at  once  the  position  of  every  single  owner.  As  Mortgage 
regards  mortgages  burdening  the  property,  there  are  special  >’ecords  , 
mortgage  record  offices  accessible  to  the  public.  ^ 

All  lands  and  buildings  are  entered  in  the  ledger  in  the  Cases  of 
name  of  the  respective  owner.  In  cases  of  disputes  between  <iispute. 
neighbouring  owners,  steps  are  taken  to  bring  about  a com- 
promise, failing  which  the  property  is  entered  under  the  name 
of  the  actual  occupant,  only  a note  being  added  in  the  ledger 
as  to  the  fact  of  the  conflict. 

Property  belonging  to  unknown  persons  is  temporarily  Property  of 
placed  under  “ Crown  Lands.”  Property  held  on  emphiteusis, 
or  emphiteutic  property,  or  property  held  on  usufruct,  is  entered  ^ * . 

under  the  name  of  the  leaseholder  (‘*  enfiteuta  ”),  or  of  the  property, 
usufructuary,  followed  by  that  of  the  landlord. 

At  the  end  of  each  year  the  tax  agent  will  have  to  add  up  Land-roll^ 
the  debit  and  the  credit  sides,  and  with  the  resulting  differences  * 

he  will  form  the  Land  Roll,  which  has  a fiscal  object  exclu- 
sively, as  it  will  be  used  for  assessing  the  amount  of  tax  due 
to  the  Treasury  by  each  owner. 

The  tax  will  be  applied  in  reason  of  a percentage  on  the  Tax,  how 
estimated  income  in  such  a manner  that  the  total  yield  to  the 
Treasury  shall  not  exceed  4,000,000/.,  to  which  are  to  be  added 
the  rates  due  to  both  provinces  and  communes. 

The  “ cadastre,”  which  will  require,  before  anything  like  Many  years 
completion  can  be  arrived  at,  a good  many  years  to  come, 
keeps  numerous  clerks  and  a large  technical  staff*  employed.  ' 

Communal  commissions,  composed  of  councillors  and  of  a 
contingent  of  the  chief  landlords  of  the  district  as  well  as 
provincial  commissions,  assist  in  carrying  out  this  under- 
taking. 

The  expense  connected  with  “ cadastre  ” is  charged  to  the  Poss,  liow 
Treasury,  with  the  exception  of  certain  items  connected  with 
office  expenses,  local  agents,  and  assistants,  whose  pay  is 
chargeable  to  the  provinces  or  to  the  communes. 

The  cost  of  delimitation  of  property  and  of  placing  markers 
are  charged  to  the  owners. 

As  regards  the  legal  effects  deriving  from  the  “ cadastre,”  Legal  effects 
these  will  have  to  be  determined  by  a special  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment.  It  seems  to  be  the  intention  of  Government  to  present  jjroperty. 
a Bill  recognising  in  the  “ cadastre  ” certain  probatory  charac- 
ters as  to  ownership  of  property. 


Lignite. 

During  late  years  a good  deal  has  been  heard  of  Italian  Italian  lignite 
lignite,  attempts  having  been  made  to  utilise  it  by  means  of  a substitute 
a process  of  distillation,  as  a substitute  for  coal  on  a large 
scale,  and  also  to  extract  from  it  illuminating  gas. 
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Lignite  mines 
in  Consular 
district. 

Eesult  of 
experiments 
not  con- 
clusive. 


Government- 
aided  lignite 
production. 


Mines  can 

increase 

production. 


Inadequacy 
to  meet  wants 
of  the 
country. 

Private 

enterprise. 


Total  quantity 
of  lignite 
obtainable. 


Consumption 
of  coal. 

How  far 
increased 
production  of 
lignite  may 
affect  coal 
trade. 


Some  of  the  best  miues  being  within  my  district,  and  the 
matter  being  of  some  interest  to  British  trade,  I liave  followed 
it  attentively ; but  it  did  not  seem  to  me  that  the  results  were 
such  as  to  induce  anything  like  a definite  opinion  on  the 
probability  that  the  objects  aimed  at  can  be  reached  from  an 
industrial  point  of  view. 

I had  prepared  a series  of  notes  and  remarks  which,  for  the 
reasons  just  stated,  I have  cancelled. 

The  Government  have  naturally,  in  various  ways,  encouraged 
and  assisted  the  production  of  lignite,  even  to  reducing  to  the 
minimum  the  railway  freight  for  this  material ; but  from  a 
Report  recently  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  I 
gather  that  up  to  the  present  it  cannot  be  said  that  any  very 
great  success  has  attended  such  endeavours. 

Investigations  which  have  been  carried  out  have  shown 
that  some  of  the  mines  are  certainly  susceptible  of  a con- 
siderable advance  in  point  of  production,  provided  the  systems 
of  working  them  be  improved,  new  local  industries  established, 
and  the  existing  ones  furthered  more  than  what  they  are  at 
present ; but  a serious  drawback  lies  in  the  fact  that  Italian 
mines  are  utterly  inadequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  country. 
There  seems  to  be  no  lack  of  spirit  of  enterprise,  judging 
from  what  has  been  carried  on  at  San  Giovanni  di  Valdarno, 
.Spoleto,  Monterufoli,  Murlo,  and  Montemassi,  where,  besides 
laying  down  important  shafts,  special  and  costly  tracts  of  rail- 
ways have  been  constructed,  running  as  much  as  twenty-three 
kilometres  in  length,  albeit  the  fact  that  the  profits  are  not  in 
proportion  to  the  capital  laid  out. 

It  has  been  calculated  that  the  quantity  of  xiloide  lignite, 
embedded  in  the  more  important  mines  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom,  may  amount  to  75,000,000  tons,  yielding  at  present 
an  annual  produce  of  331,000  tons,  which  could  be  raised  to 

768.000.  To  these  are  to  be  added  tbe  layers  of  tar  lignite, 
which  may  contain  8,570,000  tons  of  combustible,  and  which 
at  present  yield  33,160  tons  a year.  This  latter  production 
could  be  raised  to  185,000  tons.  The  two  qualities  of  lignite, 
taken  together,  would  then  give  a total  production  of  less  than 

1.000. 000  tons,  whilst  every  year  Italy  consumes  coal,  which  is 
imported  from  abroad,  to  the  extent  of  4,500,000  tons. 

Taking  into  account  the  heating  power  of  Italian  lignite, 
which  is  half  of  that  of  English  coal,  the  maximum  production 
given  above  would  represent  less  than  one-eighth  part  of  the 
actual  importation  of  coal ; but  if  we  consider  that  the  present 
annual  importation  of  coal  co-exists  with  the  present  produc- 
tion of  lignite,  the  additional  maximum  production  obtainable  of 
600,000  tons  above  alluded  to  would  only  affect  the  importa- 
tion of  coal  to  the  extent  of  one-fifteenth  of  its  present 
amount. 
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Railways. 

The  whole  tract  from  Rome  to  Segni  of  the  projected  new 
railway  line — Rome-Naples — has  been  constructed  and  opened 
for  service.  The  line  takes  a new  direction  towards  Colonna, 

Zagarolo,  Palestrina,  Valmontone,  and  Segni.  It  is  a double 
line,  and  very  fast  trains  can  be  made  to  run  thereon. 

The  distance  between  Rome  and  Naples  has  been  in  con-  Shoi’tsr 
sequence  shortened  by  7J  English  miles,  and  a saving  of  time  distance, 
has  been  obtained.  Trains  now  run  in  5 hours  15  minutes. 

From  the  station  of  Velletri,  on  the  old  Rome-Naples  line,  New  line  to 
now  branches  off  a new  line  to  Terracina — 50  English  miles 
already  open  to  .the  public.  This  line  has  greatly  facilitated 
intercourse  with  Terracina,  as  well  as  with  Ninfa,  Cori,  and 
the  Pontine  marshes,  which  were  hitherto  difficult  to  reach  on 
account  of  the  long  journey. 

In  order  to  facilitate  communications  with  the  so-called  Ditto  to  the 
‘‘  Castelli  Romani,”  villages  on  the  Alban  Hills,  a variation  has  -^itan  hills, 
been  introduced  in  the  railway  line  to  Marino,  which  now” 
passes  Castel  Gandolfo  and  Albano,  in  all  18  English  miles.  A 
very  fine  line  and  very  convenient  for  excursionists. 

At  present  there  is  in  construction  the  Rome- Viterbo  line.  Line  to 
a distance  of  50  miles,  which  is  to  pass  Bracciano,  Manziana,  y^erbo  now 
and  w'ill  open  up  a fine  district,  so  far  visited  only  by  few. 

The  connecting  lines  for  freight  purposes  around  Rome  are  Connecting 
now  completed.  lines  com- 

They  are  not  used  for  passengers,  and  the  system  seems  pletecl. 
superior  to  the  present  requirements  of  the  place ; but  in  view 
of  the  future  development  of  the  town,  these  lines  will  prove  of 
great  use. 

The  new  terminal  station  at  “ Trastevere,”  which  links  itself  Trasteyerc 
to  the  Rome-Pisa  line  and  main  line  to  Modane,  is  now  in  full  terminal 
exercise,  but  as  regards  its  utility  it  cannot  be  said  to  have  up 
to  the  present  either  answered  its  proportions  or  the  money 
expended  therein.  The  question  of  attracting  traffic  to  the  said  Proposed 
station  by  rendering  it  a post  of  transit  for  all  trains  leaving  the  changes  to 
central  station  for  the  Rome-Pisa  line  was  debated  a good  deal,  traflic. 

but  imperious  reasons  of  economy  induced  Parliament  to  vote 
against  the  proposed  scheme,  deferring  its  actuation  to  better 
times. 


The  Port  of  Ciritavecchia. 

The  following  returns  referring  to  trade  and  shipping  at  Trade  and 
Civitavecchia  for  1890  and  1891,  furnished  by  the  Vice-Consul  shipping 
at  that  port,  show  that  during  1890  the  total  number  of  vessels 
entered  reached  very  nearly  that  of  the  preceding  year  ; but 
the  total  tonnage  was  higher,  whilst  in  1891  the  total  number  Ditto  1891. 
of  vessels  entered  did  not  much  differ  from  both  preceding 
years,  though  something  higher ; but  the  total  tonnage  was 
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nearly  one-sixili  less  than  in  1891,  which  difference  is  to  a great 
extent  accountable  to  the  decline  in  the  number  of  British 
vessels  which  arrived  at  Civitavecchia  in  1891  as  compared 
with  1890. 

The  number  of  British  vessels  which  entered  Civitavecchia 
in  1890  increased  by  ten  on  that  of  the  previous  year,  with  a 
corresponding  increase  in  tonnage  and  cargo. 

As  regards  1891,  which  was  not  a good  year  for  Italian 
trade  generally,  I observe  that  the  number  of  British  vessels 
was  51  less  than  the  previous  year. 

Eeasons  given  The  causes  which  are  assigned  to  explain  the  decrease  of 
for  decline,  gj-itish  shipping  in  1891  are  the  smaller  orders  given  for  English 
pig-iron  by  the  Terni  works,  almost  nil  importation  of  corn 
from  Russia,  and  finally  the  absolute  deficiency  of  arrivals  from 
Belgium  with  iron  beams,  bars,  &c. 


Arrivals  of  British  Vessels. 


Year. 

No.  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

1889 

136 

134,067 

1890 

146 

144,357 

1891 

95 

98,552 

British  Apart  from  the  lamented  falling  off  in  the  general  trade, 

su'^riof  to  returns  given  below  show  that  during  both  the  said  years 

othernations.  Rntish  shipping  still  continued  to  be  greatly  in  excess  of  that 
of  all  other  nations  taken  together,  Italian  vessels  excluded. 


Arrival  of 
British] 
vessels 
declined  in 
1891. 

British 
vessels 
arrived  in 
1890. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Civil  a Vecchia  in  the 

Year  1890. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels,  j 

Tons. 

Nirraber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

3 

250 

143 

144,107 

146 

144,357 

Italian 

1,030 

51,498 

509 

188,121 

1,539 

239,619 

Greek  

16 

3,775 

1 

1,068 

17 

4,843 

German  

9 

8,305 

9 

8,306 

Norwegian  

'l 

*262 

9 

5,569 

10 

5,831 

Spanish  

20 

3,173 

2 

1,671 

22 

4,844 

Belgian  

2 

2,563 

2 

2,563 

Other  countries 

’3 

’*682 

3 

682 

Total  

Total  for  the  year 

1,073 

59,640 

675 

351,405 

1,748 

411,045 

preceding 

1,093 

57,684 

648 

335,985 

1,777 

393,669 

ROME, 
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Cleaeed. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

• 

Steam, 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

3 

250 

143 

143,918 

146 

144,168 

240,278 

Italian 

1,029 

51,563 

511 

188,715 

1,540 

Greek  

14 

3,140 

1 

1,068 

15 

4,208 

German  

7 

5,925 

5,569 

7 

5.925 

Norwegian  

*’262 

9 

10 

5,831 

Spanish  

20 

3,173 

2 

1,671 

22 

4,844 

Belgian  

2 

2,563 

2 

2,563 

Other  countries 

*682 

3 

682 

Total  

Total  for  the  year 

1,070 

59,070 

675 

349,429 

1,745 

408,499 

preceding 

1,102 

1 

58,441 

683 

1 

•335,159 

1,785 

393,600 

Return  of  all  Shipping'  at  the  Port  of  Civitavecchia  during 

the  year  1891. 


Entebed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

i Number 
of  vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

1 7 

960 

88 

97,592 

95 

98,552 

Italian 

1,195 

59,375 

473 

170,008 

1,668 

229,383 

Norwegian  ... 

20 

9 356 

20 

1 9,356 

Spanish  

i ’"*20 

3’,’i80 

20 

1 3,180 

German  

2 

l’,’296 

2 

1 1,296 

French  

1 

2 

942 

3 

1 988 

Austrian 

j ”*46 

1 

761 

1 

i 761 

Belgian  

1 

1,312 

1 

1 312 

Dutch 

1 

827 

I 

1 '827 

Greek 

1 

' 196 

I 

! 196 

1 

Total  

Total  of  the  year 

i 

1 1,224 

63,757 

588 

282,094 

1 1,812 

j 345,851 

preceding 

1,073 

1 

59,640 

675 

351,405 

1,748 

411,045 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

* Steam. 

j Total. 

Nationality. 

1 

Number 
of  vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  vessels. 

1 Tons. 

British | 

6 

866  , 

89 

1 98.858 

55 

99,724 

Italian i 

1,192 

59,452 

473 

170,008 

1,665 

229,460 

Norwegian  

20 

9,356 

20 

9,3.56 

Spanish  

”*20 

3’,’]’80  J 

20 

3,180 

3,677 

German  

’”  4 

3’,’677 

4 

French  

“ 1 

*'*46 

2 

942 

3 

988 

Austrian  

1 

761 

1 1 

761 

Belgian  

... 

1 

1,312 

1 

1,312 

Dutch 

1 

827 

1 ' 

827 

Greek 

’”  2 

"6.35 

2 ; 

635 

Total  

Total  of  the  year 

1,221 

64,179 

591 

285,741 

1,812 

349,920 

preceding 

1,070 

i .59,070 

675 

349,429 

1,745 

408,499 

(1402)  • . c 
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New  pier 
progressing. 


Arrangements 


Imports  at  the  Port  of  Civitavecchia  by  British  Vessels  during 

the  Year  1890. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Names  of  Articles. 

1 _ _ 1 

Quantity  in 
English  Tons. 

Remarks. 

37 

Steam  coal 

1 

56,316 

27 

22 

Gas  coal  . . 
Patent  fuel 

51,842 

39,833 

•p  ^ Q£)-p 

© 

t-  fl 

36 

1 Pig  iron  . . 

60,856 

-E  CQ  ? ^ 

a ” ^ 

2 

Spiegel  iron 

. 

147 

8 

Old  rails  . . 

9,745 

c a 2 

8 

Coke 

7,763 

B ^ 

© r 

7 

Fire  bricks 

1,055 

3 

Cod  fish  . . 

1 265 

pI" 

fe  s ? 

5 

' Grain 

; 6,038 

2 

Rye 

i 783 

ps  © 5“  ^ 

■S:g 

1 

Oats 

i 490 

bD  • 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Cannel  coal 
Iron  ware  . . 
Rails 

Old  steel  . . 
General  . . 

1,600 

1,804 

1,380 

250 

320 

§.a  J.s  Sd 

p ^ 

J O 

;p  '©  5P‘P  ® 
2 -p  “ 

pp  © -j- 

o ^ Ci  ^ 

167 

240,487 

Imports  at  the  Poi-t  of  Civitavecchia  by  British  Vessels  during 

the  Year  1891. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Names  of  Articles. 


Quantity  in 
English  Tons. 


Remarks. 


25 

23 

17 

21 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 
1 

4 
1 


Gas  coal  , . 
Steam  coal 
Patent  fuel 
Pig  iron  . . 
Coke 

Spiegel  iron 
Fire  bricks 
Fire  clay  . . 
J uta 

Cannel  coal 
Cod  fish  . . 
Wheat 


105 


51,445 

38,093 

27,742 

38.831 

3,659 

200 

165 

99 

1,629 

1,830 

567 


165,404 


^ o 
p 2 

(D 

^ P 


a P-.2 


t P 


© 


© © 
rP  P- 
FH  q-i 
O 


P 

bo  tJO 
P P 

O p 
rP  W ? 

6 

rP  P fcJQ  to 
m t-i 

•3  p-p 
^ ^ ^ 
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The  Vice-Consul  mentions  that  the  works  of  the  new  pier, 
which  have  no5v  been  going  on  for  a good  many  years,  are 
regularly  progressing.  The  weather  sometimes  interferes,  but 
on  the  whole  work  is  advancing.  It  Avill  require  some  years 
before  the  new  quay  may  be  an  accomplished  fact. 

The  Vice-Consul  also  reports  that  arrangements  were  made 
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some  time  ago  between  Government  and  the  Municipality  ofasto^punto 
Civitaveccliia  for  the  construction  of  a “ punto  franco  ” (stores  ^I’anco. 
for  goods  in  bond). 

The  expenditure  connected  therewith  will  be  met  by  the 
sum  of  6,000Z.,  which  was  granted  by  Government  as  an 
indemnity  on  the  town  ceasing  to  be  a free  port. 

The  stores,  however,  are  not  open  yet  and  will  not  be  com- 
pleted for  some  time  to  come. 


Terni  Works. 

During  the  years  1890  and  1891  the  production  of  the  steel  Production  of 
works  was  respectively  : — in^i890-9l. 


Year. 

Tons. 

Cost. 

Net  profit. 

Workmen 

employed, 

average. 

1890  .. 

48,716 

Not  given 

£ 

496,032 

1 

£ 

107,968 

1,664 

1891  .. 

— 

134,844 

1,288 

which  shows  a falling  off  as  to  tpiantity  in  comparison  with 
1889  (78,979  tons),  owing  to  diminished  demand  for  rails. 

The  industrial  results,  however,  are  progressing,  the  produc- 
tion being  of  a superior  class,  guns  and  artillery  material 
especially. 

The  production  of  the  foundry  alone  was  : — Producfion 

of  foundry. 


Year. 

Tons. 

Cost. 

Net  profit.  ^ 

i 

Workmen 

employed. 

£ 

£ 

1890  . . 

12,912 

100,700 

16,900 

776 

1891  . . 

Not  given 

— 

18,036 

700 

also  in  the  foundry  tlie  (quantity  produced  in  1890  was  inferior 
to  that  of  1889  (1*4,114  tons). 

In  the  report  for  1891  tlie  figures  are  not  given  in  detail  as  Figures  not 
in  former  years,  but  it  is  stated  in  general  terms  that  the  results 
were  not  much  different  from  those  of  1890. 

The  Terni  Company  has  purchased  the  Savona  Works  at  Purchase  of 
the  price  of  180,000/.,  of  which  160,000/.  is  payable  in  bonds 
bearing  5 per  cent,  interest  redeemable  in  20  years  and  the 
remaining  20,000/.  in  cash.  The  Savona  Works  were  valued  at 
560,000/.  in  the  assets  of  that  Company  now  wound  up. 

The  Terni  Company  paid  no  dividend  to  shareholders  in  No  dividend, 
either  of  the  above  years. 
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..  Id. 
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..  Id. 
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..  2d. 
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..  Id. 
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• • • 

..  2d. 

1017.  Aleppo 

..  Id. 
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..  5|d. 
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• • 
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..  21d. 
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..  Ud. 

.,  Id., 
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..  4d. 
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..  Id. 
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..  l|d. 
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..  l|d. 

1085.  Amsterdam  .. 

..  Id. 
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..  Id. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

..  3d. 
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..  4|d. 
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..  l|d. 
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..  Id. 
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, , 

..  Id. 
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..  Id. 
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..  Hd. 
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. . 

..  2d. 
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..  Id. 
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. , 

. . Id. 
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..  Id. 
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..  Id. 

1035.  Paris  . . 

..  Id. 

1095.  Port  Said 

..  Id. 

1036.  Ichang 

5d. 

1096.  Guatemala 

. . 

..  Id. 

1037.  Pakboi 

..  Id. 

1097.  Chungking  .. 

•..  9d. 

1038.  Foochow 

..  Id 

1098.  Nagasaki 

..  Id. 

1039.  Brest 

..  Id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

. . 

..  2d. 

1040.  Madeira  .. 

. , 

..  Id. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

. , Id. 

1041.  Antwerp 

..  l|d. 

1101.  Shanghai 

. . 2d. 

1042.  Taganrog 

..  2|d. 

1102.  Jeddah 

..  ^d. 

1043.  Algiers 

2|d. 
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. , 3d. 
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. . l|d. 

1104.  Erzeroum 

. . 

..  Id. 

1045.  Nantes 

..  l|d. 
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..  3d. 

1046.  Belgrade 

..  2d. 

1106.  Macao 

1047.  Fiume 

..  Id. 

1107.  Canton 

. . 

..  Id. 

1048.  Wuhu 

..  Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo  .. 

. . 

..  l|d. 
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..  Id. 

1109.  Tunis.. 
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..  Id. 
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. . 3d. 
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. . 

..  l|d. 

1052.  Cherbourg  . . 

..  Id. 

1112.  Athens 

..  2|d. 

1053.  Lima  .* 

. . Id. 
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. . 

2d. 
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..  l|d. 
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..  Id. 

1055.  Cadiz 

..  2d 
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. . 

..  2|d. 
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..  2|d. 

1116.  Berne,, 

..  Id. 

1057.  Saigon 

..  Id. 

1117.  Palermo 

..  2ld. 
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* , 

..  Id. 
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..  l|dl 
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. . 
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.. 
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. . 
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• • 
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..  l|d. 
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..  3d. 
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• . 

..  Id. 

1131.  Rome.. 

•• 

..  2id. 
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SPAIN. 

ST.  JAGO  DE  CUBA. 


Consul  Ramsden  to  the  Earl  of  Rosehery. 

My  Lord,  St,  Jago  de  Cuba,  August  30,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  my  E-eport  for  1891  on 
the  Trade,  Agriculture,  and  Industries  of  this  Consular  District. 

I have  also  appended  a small  map,  with  key  to  same,  showing 
the  mines  to  the  east  and  north  of  this  city. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  FREDERICK  W.  RAMSDEN. 


Report  on  the  Trade,  Agriculture,  and  Industries  of  St.  Jago  de 
Cuba  for  the  Year  1891. 

Abstract  of  Contents. 


Page 

Shipping  at  St.  Jago  and  Guantanamo  2 

Harbour  and  port  charges  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 

Exports  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 3 . 

Imports  . . , . ....  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

American  Reciprocity  Treaty  and  new  Cuban  customs  tariff  . . . . 6 . 

Agriculture  and  industries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 9 

Mining  industries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Iron  mines  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..12 

American  mining  companies  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Manganese  mines  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,.14 

Copper  mines  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..19 

Gold,  lead,  silver,  and  others  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20  • 

Mining  labour  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..22 

Mining  legislation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Observations  on  mining  matters  . , . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Population  and  sanitary  condition  of  St.  Jago  ..  ..  ..  ..  25 

General  condition  of  town  and  province  . . . . . . . . . • 26 

Statistics  of  outports  ..  .,  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  29 

Plan  of  mines  (with  key)  ..  .,  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..32 

(1417)  A 2 


2 


SPAIN. 


Yearunsatis-  year  1891  was  an  unfavourable  one  for  this  district;  dry 

factory.  and  inclement  weather  had  a disastrous  influence  on  the  sugar, 
coffee,  and  cocoa  crops,  and  even  the  output  of  the  raining 
companies  shows  a decrease  on  that  of  the  previous  year,  instead 
of  a steady  advance  as  had  been  expected.  The  result  was 
evident  among  all  classes  of  society,  one  of  the  most  significant 
facts  being  the  large  stock  of  dry  goods  on  hand,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  at  the  establishments  of  the  different  dealers,  which  stock, 
owing  to  a general  scarcity  of  money,  had  not  met  with  the  usual 
sale. 


Shipping  and  Navigation. 

British  from  the  following  tables,  the  number  of 

shipping.  vessels  under  the  British  flag  trading  with  this  port,  and  with 
that  of  Guantanamo,  shows  a small  decrease,  ow'ing  to  the  lesser 
amount  of  iron  ore  shipped  from  here.  I mention  Guantanamo 
in  connection  with  St.  Jago  because  the  two  ports  are  so 
intimately  connected,  commercially,  that  it  is  difficult  to  separate 
them  in  a general  way. 


Shipping  at 
St.  Jago. 


Return  of  Shipping  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  in  1891  as  compared 

with  1890. 


1891. 

1890. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Yessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  . . 

144 

183,580 

149 

175,527 

Spanish 

187 

283,347 

182 

218,365 

American 

87 

96,088 

62 

180,077 

Norwegian  .. 

6 

2,358 

17 

16,193 

Haytian 

. . 

. . 

2 

290 

French 

2 

864 

, * 

German 

1 

1,513 

’’4 

4,007 

Total  . . 

427 

517,750 

416 

594,459 

, Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Guantanamo  in  the  Year 
1891  as  compared  with  1890. 


Nationality. 

1891. 

1890. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

28 

12,872 

22 

9,564 

Spanish 

27 

26,173 

26 

27,185 

American 

36 

19,755 

36 

21,744 

Norwegian  .. 

2 

594 

12 

6,525 

German 

1 

659 

1 

414 

Total 

94 

60,053 

97 

66,432 

ST.  JAGO  DE  CUBA. 
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The  above  tables  represent  the  foreign  trade  vessels  visiting  Spanish 
the  ports  named,  in  addition  to  which  there  is  a large  number  of  coasting 
Spanish  coasting  steamers  plying  between  St.  Jago  and  Havana, 
and  calling  at  the  intermediate  ports  on  both  the  north  and  south 
coasts  of  Cuba. 

Statements  of  the  outports  of  this  district,  say  Baracoa,  Outports. 
Gibara,  Banes,  Naranjo,  and  Manzanillo,  are  given  at  the  end  of 
this  report. 

Harbour  Works, 

The  port  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  although  allowing  vessels  of  up  Draft  of  water 
to  28  feet  draft  to  enter,  does  not  offer  facilities  for  discharging 
at  the  wharves  for  craft  drawing  over  13  J feet,  with  the  exception 
of  the  wharf  of  the  Juragua  Iron  Company,  at  which  there  are 
26  feet  of  water. 

About  two  years  ago  a Government  Board  of  Harbour  Board  of 
Works  Avas  formed,  and  was  authorised  to  collect  quite  a heavy 
tax  on  all  merchandise  passing  through  the  port,  and  at  the 
present  time  they  have  a fund  of  some  16,000/.  So  far,  although 
there  are  several  projects  on  foot  for  dredging  the  bay,  for  ex- 
tending tbe  whnrves,  f(U’  making  landing  stores  for  goods,  and 
others,  little  has  been  actually  accomplished  beyond  putting  down 
a few  buoys  and  doing  a very  small  amount  of  dredging.  This  Income 
year  the  income  of  the  Board  has  b'ccri  considerably  curtailed  in 
consequence  of  the  American  Government  having  objected  to  the 
lax  being  levied  on  United  States  products,  as  being  at  variance 
with  the  stipulations  of  their  reciprocity  treaty  with  Spain. 

Tor  the  reasons  above  stated,  vessels  cf  any  draft,  and  most  Discharge 
steamers,  do  not  come  alongside  the  wharves,  but  discharge  into  lighters, 
lighters  at  their  anchorage. 

The  aetual  port  charges  on  shipping  arc  extremely  moderate,  charges, 
the  principal  one  being  that  of  pilotage,  the  scale  of  which  is  as 
follows : — 

Inward  and  outward  pilotage  on  vessels  up  to  100  tons  gross 
register,  9 dol.  (1/.  135.  4(7.),  each  way  ; up  to  200  tons, 

10  dol.  (1/.  175.)  ; and  then  gradually  advancing  up  to  20  dol. 

(3/.  14s.),  for  a 1,000  ton  vessel,  with  a maximum  of  26  dol. 

(4Z.  16s.  4(7.),  for  4,000  tons  or  over.  There  is  also  a eharge  for  . 
each  movement  inside  the  port,  varying  from  2 dol.  (7s.  5^.)  to 
6 dol.  (1/.  2s.  3(7.),  according  to  size  of  vessel. 

The  port  is  naturally  an  extremely  safe  one,  being  entirely  Bort  well 
sheltered  on  all  sides,  and  its  appearance  from  inside  is  that  of  an 
inland  lake. 

Trade  and  Commerce. 

Between  St.  Jago  and  Guantanamo  37,444  tons  of  sugar  Exports, 
were  exported  in  1891,  against  46,215  tons  in  1890;  of  these 
St.  Jago  produced  12,250  tons  and  Guantanamo  25,190  tons, 
against  13,065  tons  and  33,150  tons  respectively  in  the  previous 
year.  In  1891  the  United  States  took  33,248  tons,  and  in  1890 
the  same  country  received  41,316  tons  from  the  two  ports,  so 
(1417) 
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Total  sugar 
produced. 

Prices. 

Kum. 

Local 

distillers. 


Prices  of  rum 


Tobacco. 


Total  pro- 
duction. 


that,  virtually,  said  country  consumes  all  the  sugar  exported  from 
here. 

With  a local  consumption  of  700  tons,  and  adding  the  pro- 
duction of  the  outports  of  Manzanillo,  Puerto  Padre,  and  Gibara, 
we  obtain  a total  production  of  64,264  tons  in  1891,  against 
76,626  tons  in  1890,  for  the  whole  consular  district. 

Prices  averaged  12s.  sterling  per  100  lbs.  in  1891,  and 
10s.  \0d.  per  100  lbs.  in  1890. 

The  rum  actually  produced  in  1891  between  here  and 
Guantanamo  amounted  to  4,951  puncheons  of  125  gallons  each,  of 
30  degrees  Cartier,  and  6,075  puncheons  in  1890.  Of  these,  in 
1891,  the  number  of  puncheons  exported  was  3,755,  of  which 
3,327  puncheons  went  to  England,  and  in  189Q  the  same  country 
took  2,138  of  the  4,060  puncheons  shipped.  The  rest  were 
consumed  locally  by  the  spirit  dealers,  who  have  also  used  a 
considerable  quantity  from  the  different  island  ports,  at  which 
planters  have  been  willing  to  supply  it  at  cheaper  rates  than 
those  asked  by  estate  owners  here. 

These  local  distilleries,  besides  manufacturing  for  the  local 
wants,  also  ship  manufactured  spirits  to  other  ports  of  the  island, 
to  Spain,  and  to  foreign  countries,  and  the  business  seems  to 
prosper. 

The  price  of  the  raw  spirit  averaged  Is.  per  gallon  in  1891, 
and  11^/.  per  gallon  in  1890.  The  charge  for  puncheons  contain- 
ing it,  which  is  apart  from  the  above  prices,  is  Ad.  per  gallon. 

Exports  of  tobacco  from  St.  Jago  in  1891  were  4,208  bales  of 
about  100  lbs.  each,  against  3,776  bales  in  1890.  The  local 
consumption  is  about  6,000  bales.  Of  that  exported  nearly  all 
went  to  Germany.  A large  portion  of  the  tobacco  crop  of  this 
province  does  not  pass  through  this  port,  but  the  total  amount 
produced  in  all  the  consular  distiict  was  as  follows : — 


Class. 

Quantity. 

1891.  1 

1890. 

Cuba  and  Palma  (known  as  “ Jurisdiccidn”) 
Jiguam 

Mayan 

Sagua  and  Tanamo  . . 

Gibara  and  Holguin  . . 

Yara  and  Manzanillo  ..  ..  ^ .. 

Lbs. 

650.000 

180.000 
1,200,000 

900,000 

1.500.000 

1.600.000 

Lbs. 

600,000 

200,000 

900.000 

700.000 
1,-100,000 
1,500,000 

Total 

6,030,000 

5,300,000 

ST.  JAGO  DE  CUBA. 
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Prices  have  averaged  : — 


Average  Prices. 

Per  100  lbs. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Jiirisdiccidn  .. 

2 

2 

0 

2 

8 

0 

Jiguani 

3 

6 

0 

3 

10 

0 

Yara..  .. 

3 

10 

0 

4 

0 

0 

ayari 

3 

18 

0 

4 

12 

0 

Sagua  . . 

2 

14 

0 

3 

10 

0 

Prices  of 
IoVkhco. 


^Lhout  two-thirds  of  the  crop  of  Cuba,  Jiguani,  and  Yara  go  Destination  of 
to  Germany  ; Gibara  and  Holguin  qualities  are  sent  to  Spain ; Tobacco, 
and  Mayari  and  Sagua  are  shipped  coastwise  to  be  made  up  into 
cigars  on  the  island. 

Shipments  of  coffee  in  1891  show  739,400  lbs.,  against  Coffee. 
2,087,390  lbs.  in  1890,  the  weather  having  been  very  unfavourable 
for  tlie  crop.  None  has  been  exported  alu’oad,  and  all  shipments 
have  been  coastwise  for  island  consumption. 

l^rices  have  averaged  from  4/.  1a-.  to  4/.  5a.  per  100  lbs.,  Prices  of 
according  to  quality,  in  1891,  against  3/.  10a.  to  H.  1a.,  in  coffee. 

1890. 

Nearly  all  the  cocoa  exported  hence  is  sent  to  Spain,  and  the  Cocoa, 
following  are  the  figures  for  the  two  years: — 11,351  bags  in 
18i)l,  and  14,8-12  bags  in  1890. 

Prices  averaged  21.  16a.  in  1891,  and  21.  18a.  in  1890.  Prices  of 

JMnliogany  becomes  scarcer  and  scarcer  every  year.  In  1891  cocoa. 
.578,000  feet  were  exported  to  United  States,  against  652,000  ^f^l^cgauy. 
feet  in  the  previous  year. 

43ie  small  quantity  of  cedar  shipped  has  been  taken  between  Cedar, 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  and  amounted  to  134,000  feet  in 

1891,  and  140,000  feet  in  1890. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  average  prices  for  cedar  and  Prices  of  both 
mahogany,  as  nearly  all  has  been  shipped  by  the  owners,  but  the  advancing, 
local  value  of  both  is  advancing  each  year,  and  cedar  boards, 
which  could  be  bought  retail  three  years  ago  at  16/.  per  1,000 
feet,  are  now  worth  24/. 

In  1891,  58,102  lbs.  of  wax  were  shipped  from  here,  and  were  Wax. 
taken  between  Spain  and  the  United  States;  and  in  1890  the 
quantity  was  45,450  lbs. 

21-1  tierces  of  honey  were  sent  to  the  United  States  in  1891,  Honey, 
as  against  589  tierces  in  1890. 

Though  I shall  refer  to  the  ores  of  iron  and  manganese  more  Iron  ore. 
fully  under  the  head  of  Mining  Industries,”  I may  mention  that 
the  output  of  iron  ere  in  1891  was  261,594  tons,  against  340,945 
tons  in  1899.  All  of  this  went  to  the  United  States  and  came  Juragua 
from  the  mines  of  the  Juragua  Iron  Company.  ^ Company. 

11,935  tons  of  manganese  ore  were  shipped  in  1891,  and  Manganese. 
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20,524  tons  in  1890,  of  which  a small  lot  of  200  tons  went  to 
Germany,  and  all  the  rest  to  the  United  States. 

The  total  value  of  all  exports  from  this  port  and  that  of 
Guantanamo  in  1891  may  he  estimated  at  911,169/.,  and  that  of 
those  of  1890  at  1,214,220/. 

It  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  anything  like  a correct  detail  of 
these,  and,  therefore,  equally  so  to  give  an  idea  of  their  actual 
value,  but,  as  a rule,  this  latter  has  not  differed  much  from  that 
of  the  exports. 

In  1891  8,022  quintals,  of  100  lbs.  each,  of  codfish  were 
received  direct  from  the  British  colonies,  and  in  1890  the  amount 
was  10,806  quintals  of  direct  shipments  ; but  in  addition  to  these 
a great  deal  is  brought  through  New  York,  and  is  nearly  all 
Canadian  or  Newfoundland  fish,  and  the  total  receipts,  including 
these  indirect  shipments,  have  been  19,308  quintals  for  1891,  and 
22,502  quintals  for  1890. 

The  coal  trade  with  England  has  entirely  disappeared,  the 
United  States  now  supplying  nearly  all  the  wants,  with  a little 
from  Nova  Scotia.  In  1891  1,223  tons  were  received  from  Nova 
Scotia,  and  9,674  tons  from  the  United  States,  and  in  1890  none 
came  from  Canada,  and  8,988  tons  from  the  United  States. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  from  Great  Britain,  omitting 
dry  goods,  hardware,  and  machinery,  of  which  the  amount  is  very 
considerable,  but  impossible  to  be  correctly  estimated,  are  rice 
and  bottled  ale. 

In  1891,  24,088  bags  of  rice  were  received  from  Liverpool, 
against  27,137  bags  in  the  previous  year,  and  6,552  dozen  of 
bottled  ale  in  1891,  against  12,208  dozen  in  1890. 

The  reciprocity  treaty  with  the  United  States,  of  which  treaty 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  have  also  reaped  the  benefit  up  to 
June  30  of  this  year  under  the  most  favoured  nation  clause,  gave 
great  impulse  to  the  importation  of  articles  on  the  free  list,  and 
it  would  have  been  supposed  that  the  local  retail  prices  of  such 
articles  would  have  been  very  favourably  affected  thereby.  Such, 
however,  has  been  the  case  only  to  a very  limited  extent,  and 
the  effect  is  hardly  apparent.  It  is  then  natural  to  su{)pose  that 
the  importers  have  so  far  been  the  principal  ones  to  reap  the 
benefil.  When  the  treaty  itself  comes  into  force  after  July  1 
competition  of  dealers  may  gradually  bring  down  prices,  but  it 
will  be  some  time  before  the  public  obtain  the  full  advantage. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  will  not  escape  the  extra  taxation 
required  to  make  up  for  the  deficit  caused  by  the  concessions  made 
to  the  United  States,  and  among  many  people  the  impression  is 
that  the  treaty,  though  perhaps  indispensable,  is  far  from  being 
as  advantageous  as  was  expected. 

It  will  affect  Great  i^ritain  seriously  in  the  matters  of 
machinery  and  hardware,  and  more  particularly  so  in  view  of  the 
duties  proposed  in  the  new  Budget  law  for  the  island  of  Cuba 
on  several  of  these  articles. 

Comparing  the  new  custom-house  tariff  for  sugar  estate 
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machinery  coming  from  England  with  that  for  the  same  from 
the  United  States,  we  find  the  following  duties  on  goods  of  British 
oriofin  : — Duties  on 

Complete  sugar-cane  grinding  mills,  duty  21.  IO5.  \\d.  per 
ton,  equivalent  to  about  11*44  per  cent,  on  cost. 

Vacuum  pans,  defecators,  clarifiers,  tanks,  triple  effects,  and  Vacuum  pans, 
machinery  appertaining  thereto,  duty  21.  lO-s*.  \\d.  per  ton,  or 
7'80  per  cent,  on  cost. 

Centrifugals  with  their  engines,  duty  21.  lO.s.  Hr/,  per  ton,  or  Centrifugals. 
3*135  per  cent,  on  cost. 

Filter  presses  with  their  engineSj  duty  21.  10s.  Hr/,  per  ton.  Filter  presses, 
or  lO'fiO  per  cent,  on  cost. 

Steam  boilers,  duty  10/.  35.  9r/.  per  ton,  or  56*90  per  cent,  on  Boilers, 
cost. 

Cast-iron  piping,  duty  3/.  135.  4r/.  per  ton,  or  55  per  cent,  on  Cast-iron 
cost. 

Loose  pieces  of  machinery,  duty  17/.  IO5.  bd.  per  ton,  or  Loose  pieces. 
31*52  per  cent,  on  cost,  and  in  some  cases  much  more  per  cent. 

Bail  way  iron  for  railways,  duty  3/.  H.s.  3r/.  per  ton,  or  90  per  Railway  iron, 
cent,  on  cost. 

Cars  for  carrying  cane,  duty  21.  IO5.  lit/,  per  ton,  about  18*70  Cane  cars, 
per  cent,  on  cost,  while  from  ti  e United  States  all  the  above 
articles  come  in  free  of  duty. 

Perhaps  the  most  annoying  of  all  these  dulies  is  that  on  loose  Anomalous 
pieces  of  machinery,  say,  17/.  IO5.  od.  per  ton.  A planter  is  in 
consequence  precluded  from  ordering  any  machinery  from 
England,  not  only  on  account  of  the  high  duties  imposed  on  the 
complete  machinery  itself  when  it  arrives,  but  also  because  when 
he  breaks  later  on  any  part  of  it,  and  requires  to  order  a new 
piece  from  the  original  builders,  he  is  confronted  with  the  prohibi- 
tive rate  of  duty  above  mentioned. 

Bailvvay  iron  also  can  no  longer  come  from  England,  owing  Iron  rails, 
to  the  enormous  duty  of  90  per  cent,  on  its  value. 

In  the  spring  of  each  year  c 
for  any  s\igar  estate  machinery 
and  instances  have  come  under 
which  had  been  ordered  from 
countermanded  by  cable  as  soon  as  the  new  tariff  was  known,  and 
as  this  was  only  published  at  the  last  moment  the  confusion  and 
prejudice  to  planters  has  been  very  serious. 

In  the  matter  of  duties  on  hardware  from  England  I have  to  Duties  on 
note  the  following  : — hardware. 

Pig-iron  will  continue  to  come  from  England,  the  duty  being  Pig-iron. 

1/.  45.  per  ton,  and  free  from  the  United  States. 

Large  cast-iron  piping  and  iron  columns  can  no  longer  be  Large  cast- 
brought  from  England,  the  duty  being  21.  65.  8<i.  per  ton,  iron  piping, 
while  free  from  the  United  States.  The  importation  of  these 
goods  was  of  considerable  importance. 

Thinner  cast-iron  piping  is  in  a still  worse  case,  the  duty  Thinner  cast- 
being 3/.  135.  4t/.,  and  nothing  from  the  United  States.  iron. 

Ordinary  iron  castings,  such  as  stoves,  cauldrons,  grates,  and  Ordinary 

caetings. 


rders  have  to  be  sent  on  to  Europe  English 
required  for  the  following  croj),  "^^^hmery 
my  notice  this  year  ot  machinery,  manded. 
England  as  usual,  having  to  be 
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such  like,  will  still  come  from  England  for  the  present,  in 
of  their  paying  no  duty  from  the  United  States,  and  that 


spite 

from 


England  bein 


4/. 


Fine  castings. 


W rought- 

iron. 

Steel. 


Sheet  iron. 
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Nails,  screws. 

Files  and 
tools, 
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Spurs,  bits. 
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.Ss.  4t/.  per  ton.  in  the  United  States  they 
do  not  at  present  manufacture  the  forms  of  these  required  by 
this  market.  It  is  an  article  of  consideralile  importance. 

Fine  iron  castings,  polished,  or  lined  with  porcelain,  have 
small  importance  for  English  manufacturers ; the  duty  is 
10/.  3s.  Od.  per  ton,  against  50  per  cent,  reduction  on  those  from 
the  United  States,  but  tliey  will  still  come  from  Europe,  say, 
France  and  Germany. 

Wrought  iron  bars  and  steel,  duty  3/.  11s.  ^d.  per  ton.  The 
United  States  will  very  soon  compete  in  these  articles,  and’steel 
will  come  entirely  from  that  country,  with  the  exception  of  the 
extra  quality  used  for  tools. 

Sheet-iron  of  all  kinds,  duty  6L  6s.  per  ton;  free  from  the 
United  States.  The  cheaper  kinds  will  for  the  present  come 
from  England,  but  the  better  qualities  exclusively  from  the 
United  States. 

Galvanised  iron  sheets  and  roofing  and  corrugated  iron,  duty 
6/.  18s.  6d.  per  ton,  with  50  per  cent,  reduction  on  that  from  the 
United  States,  will  not  be  afiected  by  the  treaty. 

Wronght-iron  piping,  nails,  rivets,  screws,  washers,  nut^,  and 
such  like  will  come  exclusively  from  the  United  States. 

Files,  iron  and  steel  tools,  and  implements  for  agriculture,  arts, 
and  industries.  The  English  market  will  be  closed  for  these,  with 
the  exception  of  some  specialities  only  made  in  England. 

Wrought-iron  chains,  anchors,  wire,  wire  rope,  and  wire 
netting  will  be  brought  only  from  the  United  States. 

Fine  manufactures  of  wrought-iron  and  steel,  such  as  spurs, 
bits,  &c.,  for  the  present  will  not  be  afiected. 

Tin-sheets  will  not  come  I'rom  the  United  States,  hut  the 
English  article  has  to  compete  with  that  from  Spain,  which  is  now 
coming  to  this  market ; the  charcoal  quality  will  still  come  from 
England. 

Knives,  penknives,  scissors,  razors,  and  such  like.  The  duty 
on  these  is  so  excessive  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  import  tliem ; 
the  cheaper  kinds  will  come  from  the  United  States,  or  from 
Spain,  ahd  only  the  fine  qualities  from  England. 

Sheet  copper  and  copper  bars  will  still  come  from  England. 

Sinrdl  copper  and  brass  manufacture,  such  as  screws,  rivets, 
washers,  wire,  water,  gas,  and  steam  taps.  These  Avill  in  future 
all  come  from  the  United  States. 

Tinsman’s  solder  will  come  from  England. 

Zinc  in  sheets  and  bars,  and  manufactures  thereof,  will  come 
almost  exclusively  from  Spain. 

Glass  chimneyB  for  lamps  pay  a duty  of  about  600  limes  their 
value,  with  a reduction  of  50  per  cent,  on  those  from  the  United 
States. 

These  will  not  be  afiected  by  the  American  treaty.  The 
tendency,  as  already  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1880,  has  been  to 
bring 


from  Spain  all  col  ion  goods,  with  some  of  the  coarser 
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qualities  of  linen  articles ; but  the  bulk  of  linen  manufactures  will 
still  be  imported  from  Great  Britain.  ^ 

During  the  last  two  years  the  importation  of  cotton  goods  importation, 
from  England  has  fallen  off  by  at  least  50  per  cent.  English  cotton 

Barcelona  has  almost  entirely  replaced  England  in  the  supply  fallen 
of  jute  bags,  of  which  the  consumption  is  large.  From  Spain 
this  article  pays  no  duty. 

The  new  tariff,  in  force  from  Jul}^  1 of  this  year,  besides  im-  increased 
posing  a transitory  duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  both  Spanish  and  duty  on  dry 
foreign  goods,  increases  the  previous  duty  by  about  5 per  cent. 
for  English  goods,  vvith  a few  exceptions  of  a much  greater 
increase. 

The  value  of  importations  of  dry  goods  in  1891  may  be  esti-  Value  of  dry 
mated  at  about  55,000/.  for  Spanish  origin,  and  180,000/,  for  goods 
foreign  made  articles,  together  255,000/.  imported. 


Agriculture  and  Industries. 

When  the  Cuban  insurrection  broke  out  in  the  year  1868  Sugar  estates, 
there  were,  between  this  place  and  Guantanamo,  129  sugar  estates  ; 
to-day  the  number  within  the  same  district  is  17.  Nevertheless, 
the  actual  quantity  of  sugar  produced  in  the  two  districts  does 
not  differ  greatly  from  that  of  24  years  ago,  the  extra  yield  of 
each  individual  property  compensating  for  the  smaller  number  of 
the  latter. 

Since  my  report  for  1889  great  Improvements  have  been  made  improvc- 
on  the  larger  properties,  which  are  now  supplied  with  double  ments. 
mills,  triple  effects,  vacuum  pans,  filter  presses,  and  furnaces  for 
burning  the  green  bagasse.  Some  of  the  smaller  properties,  how- 
ever, whose  owners  have  been  unable  to  obtain  funds  for  their 
improvement,  are  destined  to  gradually  disappear,  and  this  year  I abandoned, 
have  to  record  the  abandonment  of  one,  while  there  are  others 
which  must  soon  follow. 

With  the  low  prices  in  the  United  States  only  the  larger  Q^iy  large 
estates  can  leave  a profit,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  these  should  ones  leave  a 
not  continue  to  exist  and  make  sugar,  unless  prices  should  decline  Profit, 
still  more,  or  other  unforeseen  circumstances  occur. 

There  is  si  ill  room  for  more  scientific  working  of  these  estates.  Good 
but  it  is  difficult  to  find  intelligent  and  educated  managers  and  managers, 
chemists,  and  even  really  good  mechanics  for  running  the 
machinery  are  very  scarce.  wanted. 

At  Manzanillo  the  production  has  increased  considerably.  In  Sugar  at 
1889  that  district  produced  17,830  tons,  in  1890  22,103  tons,  and  Manzanillo, 
in  189l  23,970  tons.  The  estates  there  have  a large  saving  in 
facilities  for  shipment,  as  the  properties  are  all  close  to  the  coast, 
and  each  one  has  its  own  wharf. 

The  new  Budget  for  the  island  of  Cuba  has,  togetiier  with  the  New  Budget 
increased  import  duties,  caused  considerable  alarm  among  the  I^aw  ail'ccting 
sugar  planters,  and  unless  changes  are  made,  consequences  may 
become  very  serious,  not  only  to  the  individual  planter,  but  to  ‘ ’ 

the  island  in  general. 
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Again,  a new  industrial  tax,  in  addition  to  that  already  exist- 
ing on  the  agricultural  part,  has  been  imposed,  say,  of  2cL  per 
100  lbs.  of  centrifugal  sugar  manufactured,  and  half  the  said 
Jimount  on  molasses  and  other  qualities  of  sugar. 

There  is  also  a new  tax  on  the  manufacture  of  rum ; and  still 
another  impost  of  53Z.  per  annum  on  each  cane  crushing  mill  on  an 
estate.  Great  dissatisfaction  is  felt  and  expressed  throughout  the 
country,  and  very  few  improvements,  or  extensions  of  cultivation, 
or  working  capacities  can  be  expected. 

Coffee  and  cocoa  cultivation  is  somewhat  on  the  increase,  but 
the  tendency  is  to  cultivate  on  very  small  properties,  and  it  is 
hardly  likely  that  these  will  ever  again  assume  large  pro- 
portions. 

The  cultivation  has  not  increased,  nor  is  it  likely  to  do  so. 

At  Banes  especially  more  land  is  being  felled  each  year,  and 
there  are  now  7,600  acres  there  under  cultivation,  and  a consider- 
able sum  of  money  has  been  employed  in  railways  and  roads  and 
shipping  facilities.  Dry  weather  interfered  with  the  crop  of  1891 ; 
but  there  has  been  an  increase,  and  exports  between  Banes, 
Baracoa,  Sama,  and  Naranjo,  have  in  all  amounted  to  1,732,115 
bunches  in  1890,  and  1,861,301  bunches  in  1891. 

Baracoa  itself,  formerly  the  only  place  where  bananas  were 
cultivated,  has,  as  was  inferred  would  be  the  case  in  my  report  for 
1889,  fallen-off  considerably  in  its  production  of  this  fruit. 

Exports  have  been  made  to  Jamaica  and  Hayti,  and  the  trade 
has  suffered  greatly  from  drought.  Prices  have  not  varied  much, 
but  on  the  whole  have  been  a trifle  less — say,  bulls  of  3 years  old 
5/.  10s.  to  6/.  per  head ; steers  of  500  lbs.  weight  bl, 

Cuba,  or  all  events  this  part  of  it,  is  not  and  cannot  be  a pro- 
perly so-called  industrial  district,  and  its  efforts  in  this  way  are 
principally  confined  to  those  industries  in  immediate  connection 
with  the  preparation  for  market  of  the  produce  of  the  soih  such  as 
sugar-making,  rum-distilling,  chocolate  and  cigar  manufactures. 
The  mining  industry  will  be  referred  to  separately  in  this 
report. 

Apart  from  the  above,  and  some  tanyards  and  soap  manufac- 
tories referred  to  in  a previous  report,  I have  to  record  the  estab- 
lishment this  year  of  a manufactory  of  lucifer  matches,  and  I 
understand  that  the  profits  on  this  are  large,  the  protective  duties 
almost  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  the  foreign  article. 


Mining  Industry. 

In  the  year  1 887  I made  a special  report  on  the  (then  in  its 
infancy)  mining  industry  of  this  district ; since  then  the  number 
of  mines  reported  and  claimed  have,  thanks  to  the  facilities  offered 
by  the  Spanish  Government,  increased  enormously,  and  several 
American  companies  have  been  formed  for  working  mines,  both  of 
iron  and  manganese. 

Nevertheless,  one  must  not  infer  from  the  relation  I give 
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below  of  the  extension  of  land  reported  and  claimed  as  mining 
properties,  that  all  the  land  is  ore  bearing  in  its  full  extent,  for 
many  mines  have  been  reported  as  such  simply  because  they  sur- 
rounded other  good  mines,  and  this  is  especially  the  case  with  iron 
mines ; while  again  many  have  been  denounced  by  the  owners  of 
the  good  mines  in  order  to  prevent  unscrupulous  adventurers  from 
reporting  them  with  a view  to  close  the  exits  of  the  former,  or 
extort  money  from  them.  Again,  as  it  costs  comparatively  little 
to  obtain  a title  for  a mine  of  large  extent,  it  has  been  the  habit 
to  report  always  somewhat  more  land  than  that  on  which  ore  was 
actually  seen,  in  order  to  be  on  the  safe  side,  in  case  later  on  it 
should  be  found  to  exist  there. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1886  the  total  number  of  mines  of  all  classes  Total  number 
of  minerals,  whose  titles  had  been  granted  by  Government,  were 
189  mines,  with  an  extension  of  7,358  hectares,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1891  the  total  number  of  titles  issued  up  to  then  were 
296,  with  an  extension  of  13,727  hectares,  as  follows: — 


Description.  | 

Mines. 

j Hectares. 

1 

Number. 

j Number. 

Iron  . . . . . . . . 1 

138 

; 7,737 

Manganese  . , . . . . j 

88 

4,015 

Copper 

53  i 

1,160 

Gold 1 

5 ! 

232 

Asphalte  . . . . . . 1 

1 ! 

60 

Zinc  . . . , . . . . i 

• 3 

99 

Lead  . . . . . . . . i 

2 

166 

Quicksilver  . . 

2 

27 

Chrome  iron  . . 

1 

56 

Coal ‘ 

2 

115 

Antimony  . . . . . . j 

60 

Of  the  above  the  most  important  ones  are  those  of  iron  and  Details  of 
manganese,  and  I will  endeavour  to  give  an  idea  as  to  the  location  iron  and 
and  ownership  of  the  different  groups  of  these,  stating  v/hat  is  “‘^^S^^ese 
being  done  with  them,  and  indicating  those  which  are  still  for 
sale. 

Taking,  then,  first  the  iron  mines,  all  of  which  are  near  the  iron  mines  on 
coast,  on  the  east  side  of  this  port ; and  commencing  with  these  east  side  of 
nearest,  and  proceeding  eastward,  we  have — 

Dorotea  and  Eecreo  group,  4 mines,  comprising  240  hec-  Different 
tares,  owned  by  Don  Y.  Vaillant.  For  sale.  groups. 

Sevilla  and  Ocana  group,  11  mines,  520  hectares,  of  vrhich 
3 mines,  with  120  hectares,  belong  to  the  Juragua  Iron  Com- 
pany, and  the  rest  to  private  individuals  ; these  latter  for  sale. 

Carpintero  and  Arroyo  de  la  Poza  group,  9 mines,  covering 
529  hectares,  so  far  unsold. 

Juragua  group,  17  mines,  with  951  hectares,  of  which  13 
mines,  with  750  hectares,  belong  to  and  are  being  worked  by  the 
Juragua  Iron  Company,  and  the  rest  are  yet  in  the  hands  of 
private  individuals  for  sale. 
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Damajayabo  group,  1 mine,  with  60  hectares  ; for  sale. 

Madaiena  and  Naranjito  group,  8 mines,  407  hectares,  of 
which  4 mines,  comprising  185  hectares,  belong  to  and  are  being 
worked  by  the  Spanish-American  Iron  Company,  and  the  rest  are 
held  privately  and  for  disposal. 

Providencia  group,  3 mines,  with  162  hectares,  still  for  sale. 

Economia  and  Ketiro  group,  19  mines,  1,062  hectares,  owned 
by  different  private  individuals ; for  sale. 

Cajobabo  and  Guira  group,  8 mines,  400  hectares,  owned  by 
S.  Causse ; for  sale, 

Berracos  group,  4 mines,  210  hectares,  owner  S.  Causse;  for 
sale,  these  are  a particularly  good  lot. 

Uvera  and  Jaqueca  group,  12  mines,  623  hectares,  owned  by 
different  private  parties.  These  would  form  a good  group  to 
work  along  with  the  Berracos  group,  or  with  the  next  mentioned. 
Of  this  group  2 mines,  with  117  hectares,  belong  to  the  Sigua  Iron 
Company,  who  will  work  them. 

Arroya  de  la  Plata  group,  9 mines,  780  hectares.  Of  these 
the  6 principal  mines,  with  390  hectares,  belong  to  the  Sigua 
Iron  Company,  and  are  worked  by  them,  and  are  a valuable 
property,  distant  about  25  miles  from  the  town  of  St.  Jago. 

A little  further  on,  and  to  the  northward  of  this  last  group, 
there  is  a group  of  manganiferous  ii-on.  which  could  easily  be 
brought  out  by  the  port  of  the  Sigua  Iron  Company. 

On  the  western  side  of  this  city,  at  about  6 miles  distant, 
there  is  the  group  of  Nimanima,  Bejuquero,  and  Desierto, 
7 mines,  466  hectares,  owned  by  Messrs.  Ferret,  Sarlabous,  Ferrer, 
and  Rodriquez. 

Further  to  the  west,  14  miles  from  the  city,  the  Cuero  group, 
6 mines,  with  304  hectares,  owned  by  Messrs.  Roca,  Ferrer,  and 
F erret. 

Again  further  to  the  west,  and  perhaps  50  miles  from  St.  Jago, 
the  Guana  group,  2 mines,  with  1,024  hectares,  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Bacardi  and  Masforrol.  An  American  syndicate  were  at 
one  time  in  treaty  for  these,  but  nothing  came  of  it. 

There  are  other  mines  on  the  west  side  of  Cuba,  beyond  the 
Tarquino  mountain,  but  I have  no  details  of  these. 

At  a small  port  called  Macio,  some  35  miles  to  the  westward, 
there  is  a large  group  of  maganiferous  iron,  consisting  of  9 mines, 
with  1,669  hectares,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Amrich,  Duany,  and 
Colas.  These  mines  are  very  handy  for  shipment,  being  close  to 
the  small  port,  but  the  ore  contains  a large  percentage  of  silica. 
Nevertheless,  an  offer  of  10,000/.  from  an  American  syndicate  for 
these  mines  was  refused. 

On  the  north  coast,  at  Moa,  a large  extent  of  country  was 
reported  and  claimed  as  of  iron  ore,  but  it  has  since  been 
abandoned,  as  it  was  not  considered  marketable,  owing  to  the  low 
percentage  of  iron  and  amount  of  titanium  contained  in  it.  This 
ore  also  is  in  a very  favourable  position  for  shipment. 

Though  in  my  report  in  1887  I gave  an  analysis  of  the  Cuban 
ore,  I now  append  a few  more  of  the  different  groups — 
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Metallic  iron 
Silica 

Phosphorus 

Analysis  op 

Berracos  Group 

Per  cent. 

65  -10  to  68  *05 

0-065  2-49 

0-036  0-042 

Berracos. 

Metallic  iron 
Silica 

Phosphorus 

Sulphur 

Analysis  of 

Carpintero  Group. 

Per  cent. 

61  -0  to  68-50 

5-0  10-50 

0 -009  0 -036 

0-045  0-148 

rpintero. 

Metallic  iron. . 
Titanic  oxide. . 
Silica  . . 
Mangan^ese 
Chromic  oxide 
Phosphorus  . , 

Analysis  op  Moa  Group. 

Per  cent. 

4-09 

4-19 

0-21 
..  15-31 

0-024 

Moa. 

There  are  also  some  deposits  of  chrome  iron  on  the  north  Chrome  iron, 
coast,  but  the  title  of  only  one  mine,  with  56  hectares,  has  so  far 
been  taken  out  from  Government. 

At  present  there  are  three  large  American  companies  established  American 
here  for  working  iron  mines  they  have  purchased,  and  parties  in  the  inif‘i"g 
States  are  in  treaty  for  others  not  yet  sold.  companies. 

In  my  report  in  1887  I referred  to  the  establishment  of  this  .luragualron 
company.  Since  then  they  have  continued  to  work  steadily ; Company, 
but  their  output  has  not  increased  as  much  as  was  at  first 
expected.  For  several  years  they  made  large  profits,  from  2 doi.  to  Large  profits. 
2 dol.  50  c.  per  ton,  but  at  present  with  iron  in  the  States 
at  8 c.  per  unit,  or  less,  they  cannot  be  making  money  beyond  a 
very  moderate  rate  of  interest  on  their  large  capital.  Their  juragua 
exports  to  the  United  States  since  the  commencement  have  exports  of 
been—  iron. 


1884 

Tons. 

23,777 

1885 

80.090 

1886 

. . 112,780 

1887 

92,910 

1888 

..  204,225 

1889 

..  258  406 

1890 

357,060 

1891 

..  156,585 

The  Spanish- American  Iron  Company  purchased  the  Madalena  Spanish- 
group  of  mines  in  1889  for  60,000/.,  payable  partly  in  cash  American 
and  partly  on  term.  This  company  has  built  a railway  of  about 
3 miles  to  a place  on  the  coast  called  Daiquiri,  and  are  now 
building  a permanent  wharf  there  and  expect  to  commence 
shipping  ore  this  autumn.  Their  mines,  though  of  small  extent, 
are  of  very  good  quality,  and  their  proximity  to  the  coast,  where, 
and  at  the  mines,  they  have  already  large  establishments,  will  enable 
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them  to  ship  ore  cheaper  than  the  Juragua  Iron  Company.  They 
have  expended  a much  less  amount  of  capital  in  opening  these 
mines,  and  in  making  their  railway.  Their  port,  however,  is  an 
open  one,  and  though  shipping  is  practicable  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,  it  will  not  be  possible  during  winds  from  the 
west  or  south-west,  or  during  bad  weather. 

The  Sigua  Iron  Company  was  formed  in  Philadelphia  in  1890 
with  a capital  of  5,000,000  dol.,  and  purchased  the  Arroya  de  la 
Plata  group  on  a royalty  basis,  as  follows : — 30  c.  per  ton  for  the 
first  60,000  tons  exported  in  each  year,  25  c.  per  ton  for  the  next 

40.000  tons,  and  20  c.  per  ton  for  anything  over  lOO.OOO  tons  in 
the  year.  There  was  also  an  advance  of  100,000  dol.  (20,000/.) 
to  be  repaid  out  of  this  royalty.  This  company  has  an 
exceptionally  good  group  of  mines,  with  other  good  ones  close  to 
them,  should  they  wish  to  extend  their  operations  later  on.  They 
also  purchased,  for  10,000/.,  an  enormous  tract  of  land,  comprising 
that  of  their  own  mines  and  of  many  others,  and  extending  for 
nearly  12  miles  along  the  coast;  they  are,  therefore,  entirely  free 
from  being  troubled  or  restricted  by  neighbours.  Their  principal 
mines  are  situated  at  8 kiloms.  (5  miles)  from  the  coast,  where, 
at  a small  port  called  Sigua,  they  are  building  a large  breakwater 
in  order  to  protect  the  port  against  any  weather.  They  have 
already  built  a large  wharf  and  a railway  up  to  the  mines,  and 
have  formed  two  large  villages,  and  have  employed  about 

1.250.000  dol.  They  are  now  about  to  commence  shipping  ore, 
which  they  will  be  able  to  do  at  a considerably  cheaper  cost  than 
the  Jaragua  Iron  Company. 

Two  years  ago  another  American  company  had  almost  closed 
for  the  Berracos  group  at  a cash  price  of  46,000/.,  but  the  under- 
taking fell  through  at  the  last  moment.  Subsequently  a cash  offer 
of  30,000/.  was  made  for  these  mines,  but  refused  by  the  owners, 
who,  however,  I think,  would  now  sell  at  that  price,  and  this  lot 
will  probably  be  the  next  one  taken  up,  as  soon  as  the  present 
depression  in  the  iron  trade  passes.  They  are  a desirable  group, 
and  their  ore  could  easily  be  shipped  by  the  port  of  the  Sigua 
Iron  Company,  should  the  future  purchasers  not  wish  to  incur  the 
expense  of  enlarging  their  own  little  port  of  Berracos. 

The  mines  of  this  ore  are  situated  in  a northern  and  north- 
easterly direction  from  this  city,  and  many  of  them  are  in  close 
proximity  to  the  Sabanilla  railway,  which  brings  down  their 
produce. 

The  first  group,  at  4 miles  from  St.  Jago,  is  that  of  Boniato, 
consisting  of  7 mines,  with  189  hectares,  and  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Baralt,  Causse,  Colorado,  Ferret,  Hereu,  and  Roca. 
Four  of  these  mines  are  being  worked,  but  the  ore  contains  a 
large  amount  of  silica  and  is  not  as  good  as  that  of  mines  further 
inland. 

Dos  Bocas  group,  11  mines,  with  362  hectares,  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Causse,  Colorado,  Giraldes,  Venturas,  Llopis,  Morcillo,  and 
Bory.  These  mines  are  8 miles  distant  from  St.  Jago  and  1 mile 
from  the  Cristo  Railway  Station,  and  eight  of  them  are  being 
w^orked. 
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Margarita  group,  miles  from  the  Cristo  railway  station. 

4 mines,  with  121  hectares,  of  which  three  are  being  worked, 

The  owners  are  Messrs.  Portuondo,  Giraldes,  and  Gutierrez. 

This  ore  is  of  good  quality,  but  probably  there  is  not  a large 
quantity  of  it. 

Quernado  group,  5 mines,  131  hectares,  a little  to  the  east  of 
the  Margarita,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Ferret,  Gutierrez,  Eguilior, 
and  Giraldes.  Two  of  these  mines  are  being  worked. 

Avispero  or  Boston  group,  10  mines,  with  266  hectares,  to  the 
south  of  the  Margarita  group,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Causse, 

Giraldes,  Venturas,  Hereu,  Colorado,  and  liousse.  Six  of  these 
are  being  worked,  and  the  ore  is  of  exceptionally  good  quality^ 

San  Juan  group,  4 mines,  180  hectares,  none  of  which  have 
been  opened.  This  group  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  last,  and 
the  owners  are  Messrs.  Hereu,  Rousse,  and  Giraldes. 

Ponupo  group,  7 mines,  with  301  hectares,  belonging  to  Ponupo 
Mr.  Venturas.  Tliough  16  miles  north-east  of  the  Cristo  railway  mines  are 
station,  these  mines  are  important,  owing  to  their  large  extent 
and  the  excellent  quality  ot‘  the  ore,  a good  deal  of  which  has 
been  taken  out  by  the  owners.  An  English  mining  engineer, 
who  carefully  examined  2 of  these  mines,  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  he  could  guarantee  at  least  120,000  tons  on  them,  while  ^20,000  tons 
probably  there  would  be  still  more.  His  investigations  did  not  Contracted  by 
extend  to  the  other  5 mines.  An  American  company  has  now  American 
contracted  for  them,  and  they  will  be  again  referred  to  later.  Company. 

Ramos  and  Sabanilla  group,  3 mines,  132  hectares,  belonging 
to  Messrs.  Sanchez,  Ferrer,  and  Palacios.  They  are  situated  a 
short  distance  to  the  north-east  of  the  Ponupo  group,  and  none 
of  them  have  as  yet  been  opened. 

San  Andres  group,  5 mines,  156  hectares,  belonging  to  Messrs. 

Rousse,  Gonzalez,  Palencia,  and  Bory.  These  are  at  six  miles 
from  the  Hos  Caminos  railway  station  on  the  Sabanilla  railway, 
and  two  of  them  are  being  worked. 

Canto  Abajo  group,  10  mines,  706  hectares,  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Sabari,  Hereu,  Marcer,  Cuevas,  and  Telles.  From 
8 miles  to  10  miles  from  the  San  Luis  station  on  the  same  rail- 
way, and  8 of  them  are  being  worked. 

The  next  3 groups  are  not  near  the  railway,  and  are  Groups 
distant  from  this  city  from  12  miles  to  25  miles  in  a north-  distant  from 
westerly  direction.  railway. 

Hatillo  group,  1 mine,  100  hectares,  belonging  to  Don  Diego 
Messa.  It  is  not  worked. 

Santa  Filomena group,  2 mines,  120  hectares;  owners,  Messrs. 

Roca  and  Reaud.  Not  yet  opened. 

Cobre  and  Botija  group,  6 mines,  276  hectares,  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Ros,  Perez,  Eguilior,  Duany,  and  Gomez.  Not  worked. 

The  remaining  2 groups  are  a long  way  from  this  city.  Groups  still 

That  of  Portillo,  with  19  mines,  and  2,607  hectares,  is  situated  further  off 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  port  of  Portillo,  on  the  coast  to  the  Portill*. 
west  of  St.  Jago,  80  miles  distant.  The  titles  of  all  these  mines 
have  not  yet  been  taken  out,  and  probably  many  of  them  never 
(1417)  B 
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will  be.  These  mines  contain  a ([uantity  of  ore,  but  with  a large 
proportion  of  silica,  while  on  the  otlter  hand  tliey  have  great 
facilities  for  shipment  through  the  excellent  port  of  Portillo, 
which  affords  a well  sheltered  harbour.  Mr.  Eguiliorisat  present 
extracting  some  ore  from  these  mines,  and  sends  his  vessels  down 
there  to  load  for  the  United  States. 

Bueycito  group  is  situated  at  30  miles  west  of  the  town  of 
Manzanillo,  which  Avonld  be  its  port.  So  far  only  the  title  of  one 
mine  has  been  taken  out  by  a Mr.  Aguilera,  who  has  tJiken  out 
some  of  the  ore,  of  a quality  not  to  be  surpassed.  Around  this 
mine  Air.  Moran  has  reported  and  claimed  some  others,  and,  I 
conclude,  will  take  out  tlieir  titles.  An  American  syndicate  has 
been  down  to  examine  these  with  a view  to  purchase  and  to  the 
construction  of  a railway  to  Alanzanillo. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  made  in  England  of  some  ore 
from  the  mines  near  the  Cristo  station  ; — 


Manganese  binoxide 

Per  cenl. 
..  82-36 

Iron  peroxide 

3-10 

Silica 

2-60 

Phosphoric  acid 

0-113 

Tiime  carbonate 

2-0 

Combined  water,  alumina,  &c. 

9-81 

Metallic  manganese 

..  52-04 

„ iron 

2-10 

Phosphorus.. 

..  0-06 

Two  analyses  made  in  the  United  States  of  ore  from  the 
Alargarita  and  Avispero  groups  are  as  follows : — 


Description. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Silica  ..  ,« 

5-40 

0-81 

Metallic  iron 

1 -64 

0-30 

„ manganese 

54-025 

56-888 

Phosphorus 

0-059 

0 -030 

Alumina 

1-911 

o-coo 

Baryta 

1-105 

Moisture  .. 

0-600 

2-0 

Sulphur 

• • 

0-005 

Analysis  op  Portillo  Mines. 

Per  cent. 


Metallic  manganese  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  38’0 

Silica  ..  ..  ,.  ..  ..  ..  ..  12'0 

Lime 6-0 

Iron 3-0 

Phosphorus  ..  ..  ,.  0-082 


In  1887  the  first  contract  for  manganese  mines  was  made  with 
an  American  company,  the  Empire  Manganese  Company,  and 
comprised  22  mines  of  those  near  the  Cristo  railway  station.  The 
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contract  provided  for  a royalty  of  1 dol.  per  ton  to  be  paid  to  the  Their 

mine  owners,  the  company  obliging  themselves  to  take  out  a contract. 

minimum  quantity  of  210,000  tons  annually.  Their  first 

operations  were  on  the  Margarita  and  Avispero  groups,  and  the 

first  50  tons  were  of  picked  ore,  and  sold  in  the  United  States  at  Their  exports. 

lOO  dol.  per  ton  for  chemical  purposes.  In  1888  the  same 

company  shipped  1,298  tons,  and  from  September,  1888,  to 

January,  1890,  1,175  tons,  making  a total  of  2,471  tons.  The 

contract  of  this  company  with  the  mine-owners  was  a very  onerous 

one  for  the  former ; a large  amount  was  spent  in  opening  up  the 

mines,  and  the  working  expenses  were  very  heavy.  These  latter  expenses. 

were  as  follows  : — Royalty,  1 dol.  per  ton ; cartage  to  Cristo 

station,  1 dol.  10  c.  per  ton;  railway  to  St.  Jago,  1 dol.  27  c.  per 

ton ; bags  to  pack  and  ship  ore,  3 dol.  25  c.  per  ton ; lighterage 

and  labour  for  shipping,  60  c.  per  ton;  freight  to  United  States, 

and  discharge  there,  3 dol.  68  c.  per  ton ; and  estimated  cost  of 

mining,  4 dol.  65  c.  per  ton  ; making  a total  of  15  dol.  81  c.,  or 

about  3/.  35.  per  ton  of  ore  landed  in  the  United  States.  This  Company 

company  failed  at  the  beginning  of  1890.  failed. 

Some  mine-owners  then  began  to  work  the  mines  themselves,  Mines  worked 
and  others  hired  out  their  properties  to  parties  desirous  of  by  owners, 
working  them,  on  royalties  varying  from  1 dol.  per  ton 
to  1 dol.  75  c.  per  ton.  The  mines  were  then  worked  somewhat  Worked  more 
more  cheaply,  and  the  cost  of  the  ore  landed  in  the  United  ®keaply. 
States  from  the  near  mines,  including  royalty,  was  reduced  to 
10  dol.  75  c.  per  ton  to  12  dol.  50  c.  per  ton,  according  to  localit}?- 
of  mine  and  royalty  paid.  A fair  average  of  the  cast  of  putting  Cost  of 
the  ore  from  these  mines  alongside  ship  here  at  St.  Jago  would  be  ^’orking. 

8 dol.  50  c.  per  ton  to  9 dol.  per  ton,  in  Cuban  money,  say 
1/.  Il5.  6(7.  to  \l.  135.  4(7.  sterling.  The  mines  further  away, 
such  as  Ponupo,  had  to  pay  a higher  rate  of  cartage,  and  the  cost 
to  this  mine  was  as  follows : — Mining,  1 dol.  25  c.  per  ton  ; cart- 
age to  railway,  5 dol.  per  ton  ; royalty,  I dol.  per  ton ; expenses 
at  station  and  wear  and  tear  of  bags,  2 dol.  per  ton ; railway 
freight,  1 dol.  27  c.  per  ton  ; lighterage  and  expenses  in  town  1 dol. ; p . , . , 

making  11  dol.  52  c.,  Cuban  money,  or  2/.  25.  8^7.  sterling,  along-  in  Unft”/ 
side  ship  at  St.  Jago;  and  adding  to  this  freight  to  United  States  States. 

3 dol.  75  c.  per  ton  and  shipping  commission,  and  calculating 
exchange,  we  have  a result  of  14  dol.  25  c..  United  States 
currency,  for  the  ton  of  ore  laid  down  there. 

In  this  way  the  total  shipments  of  manganese  to  the  end  of  amount 
1889  amounted  to  2,646  tons,  those  for  the  year  1890  to  of  manganese 
21,810  tons,  and  9,487  tons  for  the  year  1891,  the  falling-ofi*  in 
the  latter  year  having  been  caused  by  a reduction  in  the  price 
obtained. 

All  this  manganese — I refer  to  that  from  the  mines  in  this  All  shipped  to 
neighbourhood — is  sent  down  to  this  city  by  rail,  and  is  shipped  United  States, 
to  the  United  States  through  agents  here.  The  sole  purchaser  soje 
in  the  States  is  the  Pittsburg  firm  of  Carnegie  and  Co.  At  purchaser, 
first  they  were  giving  36  c.  per  unit,  which  on  manganese 
54  per  cent,  of  metal,  and  containing  only  a moderate  amount  paid. 

(1417)  B 2 
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of  silica,  gave  19  dol.  25  c.  (United  States  currency)  per 
ton  landed,  which  of  course  left  a good  profit  on  the  cost  of 
14  dol.  25  c.  (United  States  currency)  referred  to  above.  It 
would,  however,  be  hardly  possible  to  ship  a cargo  of  such 
high  quality  manganese  as  54  per  cent.,  the  usual  run  ])eing 
45  per  cent,  to  52.  per  cent,  manganese,  2 per  cent,  to  3 per 
cent,  iron,  2 per  cent,  to  12  per  cent,  silica,  5 per  cent, 
moisture,  0 025  phosphorus.  Nevertheless,  calculating  on  man- 
ganese of  50  per  cent.,  with  2 per  cent,  iron,  and  taking  the  rate 
per  unit  at  32  c.,  the  result  would  be  16  dol.  20  c.  (United 
States  currency)  per  ton  of  really  good  manganese,  which  vrould 
always  leave  a profit. 

The  Carnegie  Co.  very  soon  reduced  their  rate  to  under  30  c.  per 
unit,  but  finding  the  miners  could  not  ship  at  those  prices  they  had 
again  to  raise  them  in  order  to  get  the  ore,  which  will  not  be  shipped 
at  under  32  c.  per  unit.  Finally,  their  agents  here  fixed  rates  in 
Spanish  gold  to  be  paid  to  the  miners  for  their  ore  delivered  here 
in  town,  and  in  June,  1891,  I find  these  were  as  follows: — 
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Any  iron  in  the  ore  is  credited  at  10  c.  per  unit.  Silica  over 
8 per  cent,  deducted  for  at  the  rate  of  15  c.  per  unit.  Deduction 
for  moisture  at  the  rate  of  4 dol.  50  c.  per  ton  weight  thereof. 

The  quality  of  the  ore  was  determined,  for  tlie  purposes  of 
purchase,  by  analyses  of  cargoes  made  for  the  Carnegie  Company 
by  chemists  in  the  United  States,  but  as  these  analyses  were 
frequently  found  to  differ  from  those  made,  also  in  the  United 
States,  of  samples  of  cargoes  taken  here  by  the  miners.  These 
latter  were  much  dissatisfied,  and  Messrs.  Carnegie  therefore  sent 
out  a chemist  to  reside  here  and  analyse  for  their  purchases. 
This,  however,  did  not  seem  to  mend  matters  much,  and  he  was 
taken  away,  and  the  old  system  resumed. 

Shipments  have  gone  on  in  this  way  until  now,  the  quantity 
varying  according  to  the  prices  paid,  but  things  now  look  as  if 
they  were  going  to  change. 

A contract  has  been  signed  by  the  owners  of  the  Ponupo 
group  of  mines  with  a powerful  American  company,  who  are  to 
build  a railway  from  said  mines  to  the  Cristo  station,  and  work 
the  mines,  paying  the  owners  a royalty  of  9 per  cent,  on  the 
value  of  the  ore  they  may  take  out  and  ship  without  washing,  and 
7^  per  cent,  on  that  of  ore  that  they  may  wash  before  shipment, 
and  it  is  probable  that  before  the  end  of  the  present  year  they 
will  have  commenced  on  the  railway.  This  company  will  be  able 
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to  ship  ore  at  a much  lower  cost  than  that  incurred  by  the  indi- 
vidual mine-owners,  and  it  is  therefore  likely  that  many  of  these 
will  have  to  give  up.  I hear  that  the  com[)any  expects  to  be  able 
to  put  ore  alongside  the  ship  in  this  port  at  6 dol.  per  ton. 

Il  is  also  probable  that  the  Bueycito  group,  mentioned  above, 
may  be  taken  up  b}^  an  American  company,  who  are  in  treaty  for 
it.  In  such  case  a railv/ay  would  be  built  from  those  mines  to 
Manzanillo,  and  there  would  be  then  another  large  concern  able 
to  supply  ore  cheaply  and  in  quantity. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  find  a market  in  England  for 
this  manjjanese  ore,  but  it  has  not  been  possible,  so  far,  to  do  any- 
thing, owing  to  tlie  difficulty  of  finding  freight  at  less  than  25s. 
per  ton  to  305.  per  ton  in  bulk,  and  175.  per  ton  to  205.  per  ton 
packed  in  bags,  and  also  owing  to  the  circumstance  of  not  being 
able  to  contract  with  certainty  for  a specified  quantity  of  ore  of 
ca  certain  quality,  as  the  numerous  mine-owners  are  not  possessed 
of  means,  and  might  find  themselves  quite  unable  to  fulfil  con- 
tracts, for  the  failure  of  which  there  would  be  no  satisfactory 
redress. 

The  Carnegie  monopoly  would  have  been  broken  up  long  ago 
had  it  not  been  for  this  last-mentioned  circumstance.  There  were 
parties  in  the  States  willing  and  able  to  build  furnaces  for 
working  this  manganese  ore  and  making  the  ferro-manganese,  but 
they  required  a contract  here  from  responsible  people  guaranteeing 
a certain  amount  of  ore  eacli  year,  and,  for  the  above  named 
rea.son,  no  one  in  this  place,  who  could  be  considered  really 
responsible,  cared  about  taking  it  up. 

If  these  two  mining  companies  are  eventually  established, 
and  it  seems  pretty  sure  that  at  all  events  that  of  Ponupo  will  be, 
there  will  then  be  a good  chance  of  some  of  this  manganese  going 
to  England,  as  it  is  probable  that  there  will  be  more  than  what 
the  United  States  can  consume,  and  it  will  be  able  to  be  supplied 
at  prices  which,  in  spite  of  the  heavy  freight,  may  allow  of  its 
competing  in  England  with  the  Caucasian  and  Chilian  ores, 
even  though  the  price  of  the  former  should  be  lowered,  as  I hear 
is  likely  to  be  the  case  owing  to  greater  shipping  facilities. 

At  two  miles  north  of  this  city,  and  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Sal)anilla  railway,  is  situated  the  San  Pedro-  group,  with  6 
mines,  and  comprising  193  hectares. 

East  of  these  is  the  Caney  group,  17  mines,  with  511 
hectares. 

Due  east  from  St.  Jago,  at  a distance  of  9 miles,  is  the  Ocana 
mine,  with  65  hectares. 

Again,  east  of  this  town,  and  16  miles  distant  is  the  Guira 
mine  of  20  hectares,  said  to  contain  also  gold. 

On  the  same  eastern  side,  20  odd  miles  distant,  and  close  to 
the  Sigua  Iron  Company’s  railway,  and  on  their  land,  is  the  Pipo 
mine  of  60  hectares  ; and  again  .3  miles  north  of  the  Pipo  is  the 
African  mine,  away  up  on  the  Sierra  Maestra  and  covering  36 
hectares. 

On  the  west  side  of  St.  Jago,  we  have,  at  16  miles  distant, 
the  Cobre  group  comprising  about  240  hectares,  and  consisting 
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to  20  miles  to  the  west  of  these  are  tlie  mines  comprising  the 
Brazo  de  Canto  group,  with  an  extent  of  150  hectares. 

Of  these  mines,  the  titles  of  many  never  have  been,  and  never 
will  be  taken  out,  but  I mention  them  all  in  order  to  demonstrate 
liow  the  copper  bearing  country  is  distributed.  All  of  these 
groups  contain  mines  that  have  been  worked  to  a more  or  less 
extent  at  former  periods,  and  no  actually  new  district  of  copper 
has  been  discovered. 

There  is  undoubtedly  good  copper  in  nearly  all  of  these 
mines,  but  in  very  few  places  does  there  appear  to  be  a vein  of 
any  extent.  In  the  Caney  grou))  perhaps  such  may  have  been 
found,  but  it  has  not  been  opened  up,  and  the  principal  deposit  of 
copper  in  this  neighbourhood  is  undoubtedly  that  of  the  Cobre 
district,  where  there  is  one  of  the  largest  veins  known  in  the 
world,  and  which  for  many  years  was  profitably  worked  by  the 
English  company  I have  named  above.  The  old  shafts,  the 
deepest  of  which  was  sunk  1,100  feet,  are  full  of  water,  and 
probably  new  ones  would  have  to  be  made  in  order  to  work  the 
mine,  which  is  a most  valuable  one,  and  with  respect  to.  which  a 
very  competent  English  mining  engineer,  who  examined  this  part 
of  the  country,  assured  me  tiiat  tlmre  was  much  more  copper 
still  underground  than  what  had  been  taken  out,  and  that  any 
company  working  these  mines  again,  with  sufficient  capital, 
would  probably  be  able  to  do  so  at  a profit  even  Vv^lth  copper  at 
35Z.  per  ton,  which  rate  for  prudence  sake  would  have  to  be 
taken. 

The  people  who  control  these  mines  have  from  time  to  time 
communicated  with  small  American  speculators,  who  have  done 
nothing,  and  it  would  be  useless  to  attemj)t  anything  there  unless 
in  the  hands  of  a strong  company.  I have  little  doubt  that  one 
day  these  mines  will  again  be  reckoned  among  the  famous  copper 
mines  of  the  world. 

Nothing  has  been  done  with  the  gold  region  of  Holguin, 
referred  to  in  my  report  in  1887. 

A mining  engineer  came  out  expressly  from  England  to 
examine  these  deposits,  and  found,  or  at  all  events  considered, 
that  the  grains  of  gold  were  too  minute  and  too  much  dis- 
seminated throughout  all  the  rocks  to  be  worked  at  a profit. 

He  found  the  alluvial  part  of  the  deposits  to  contain  gold  to  the 
value  of  40  c.  (Is.  9d.)  per  ton,  but  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
water  to  allow  of  the  California  plan  of  hydraulic  working,  which 
mode  also  would  not  take  out  nearly  all  the  gold  owing  to  the 
Minuteness  of  extreme  minuteness  of  its  grains,  and  that  chlorination  would  be 
the  only  way  of  obtaining  a full  percentage.  He  accounts  for 
the  presence  of  this  alluvial  gold  by  degradation  of  the  rocks  and 
very  small  veins  of  quartz  and  calc  spar  traversing  the  magnesian 
and  serpentine  formation  in  an  irregular  network. 

He  examined  one  of  the  old  shafts  and  could  not  discover  a 
regular  vein,  but  found  the  gold  scattered  among  magnesian 
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limestone  and  serpentine  or  talcose  rocks,  and  too  much  so  to  be 
worked  to  advantage.  His  opinion  was  that  so  far  only  small 
ramifications  and  no  true  vein  had  been  found,  and  that,  until 
such  was  discovered,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  expend  capital  Not  prudent 
for  workinof  the  mines.  I may  add,  however,  that  his  investiga- spend  on 


tions  were  confined  to  two  places,  and  that,  o^ 


to  the 
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difficulty  of  getting  the  water  out  of  the  shafts  without  adequate  discovered, 
means,  and  the  fact  that  the  owners  were  not  inclined  to  spend 
more  money  on  investigations,  his  examination  was  by  no  means 
as  thorough  as  it  should  have  been,  and  I am  still  under  the  im- 
pression that  one  day,  when  the  matter  is  properly  taken  up, 
these  mines  will  prove  to  be  valuable,  the  more  so  as  the  transport 
of  the  ore  will  be  easy  now  that  the  railway  is  completed  from 
Holguin  to  the  port  of  Gibara. 

To  the  west  of  this  town,  at  about  25  miles  distance  and  5 Lead  and 
miles  from  the  coast,  a mine  named  W ashington,”  of  25  hec-  silver 
tares,  was  reported  and  claimed  bv  Don  Enrique  Messa  as  of. 
zinc,  and  later  on  he  claimed  another  property  ot  12  hectares 
adjoining  and  took  out  the  title  under  the  name  of  “Jehovah.’’’ 

On  being  partially  opened  this  mine  has  been  found  to  consist  of 
argentiferous  galena,  together  with  zinc  and  a little  gold. 

d’he  vein  discovered  is  of  about  20  inches  in  breadth  on  the  Vein  of 
top,  and  little  work  has  been  done  there  to  follow  it  up  and  2d  inches  of 
ascertain  its  breadth  lower  dmvn.  _ _ gSl 

Some  parties  in  the  United  States  were  in  treaty  for  this  Parties  in 
mine,  but  I have  not  heard  that  any  contract  has  yet  been  made.  United  States 
The  following  analyses  of  the  ore  from  this  mine  would  treaty, 
indicate  that  it  is  worth  looking  into,  and  transport  would  be 
easy  owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  coast. 
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No  progress  has  been  made  with  these  mines.  The  ore  itself  Quicksilver, 
apparently  has  never  been  discovered,  though  quicksilver  has 
been  found  in  the  ravines  and  water  courses,  and  no  efforts  of  a 
serious  nature  have  been  made  to  search  for  the  former. 

Though  several  specimens  I have  seen  from  this  district  have  Coal, 
the  appearance  of  being  true  coal,  I am  inclined  to  think  that  no  Probably  no 
beds  of  coal  have  been  or  ever  will  be  found;  for  in  all  cases, 
with  one  exception,  I have  found  that  the  deposits  so  far  dis- 
covered contain  lignite,  and  many  of  them  are  nothing  but  lignite. 

The  exception  above  referred  to  is  situated  almost  in  the  centre  Lignite  and 
of  this  part  of  the  island  and  in  a place  difficult  of  access,  and  the  not  coal 


22 


SPAIN, 


J3at  guano. 


600  tons 
t iken  out,  now 
given  up. 

Mining 

labour. 

] abourers 
imported  by 
companies. 


Native 

labour. 


Wages  at 
mines. 


Health  at 
mines, 
malarial 
fevers. 


Hospitals. 


Mining  laws. 


Ground  tax. 


New  Budget 
Law. 

Export  duty. 
Mines  to 
which  tax  is 
not  applicable. 


coal  fount!  there  contains  a great  deal  of  sul[)hiir  and  eartliy 
impurities.  For  the  present  then,  at  all  events,  there  is  little 
likelihood  of  any  coal  mines  being  discovered,  or  worked  in  this 
district. 

In  the  caves,  principally  along  the  coast,  there  are  several 
de])o.sits  of  bat  guano,  formed  by  the  innumerable  bats  which 
inhabit  these  places.  Some  600  tons  were  taken  out  of  one  of 
tliese  caves,  and  were  sent  to  the  States,  and  a tramway  was  con- 
structed, but  the  owners  lost  money  and  gave  it  up. 

The  mining  companies  have  imported  quite  a quantity  of 
labourers  from  abroad  ; some  have  brought  Spaniards,  and  others 
Germans,  Italians,  and  at  one  time  coloured  labour  from  Nassau 
and  the  United  States.  The  importation  of  coloured  hands  is 
now  prohibited.  Many  of  these  men  remain  here,  others  go  back 
to  their  own  countries  either  to  remain  or  again  return,  while  the 
most  worthless  hands  do  not  work,  complain  of  everything  and 
become  a general  nuisance.  Were  efforts  made  to  bring  out 
families,  instead  of  single  men,  there  would  be  more  probability 
of  their  settling  down,  and  a permanent  set  of  workers  would 
then  be  on  hand.  Besides  the  imported  hands,  a considerable 
number  of  resident  native  labourers  are  employed,  but  as  a rule 
these  prefer  the  sugar  estates,  and  there  will  always  be  a certain 
scarcity  of  hands  for  mining  purposes  until  the  introduction  of 
labour  from  abroad  is  better  organised. 

The  pay  is  1 dol.  per  day,  and  the  companies  provide  good 
food  for  the  men  at  the  rate  of  25  c.  per  diem,  though  it  actually 
costs  them  more. 

On  new  mines,  while  the  forest  is  being  felled  and  cleared, 
and  the  subsoil  upturned  for  railway  making,  &c.,  there  is  a good 
deal  of  malarial  fever,  which  is  sometimes  fatal  and  always 
extremely  difficult  to  be  got  rid  of  afterwards.  This,  however, 
seems  to  disappear  when  the  preliminary  works  of  a mine  are 
finished. 

Though  the  companies  have  large  hospitals  at  the  mines  they 
are  sometimes  insufficient,  and  again  workmen  will  not  wait  until 
properly  cured,  but  as  soon  as  able  to  move  they  clear  out  to 
some  other  mine,  and  in  doing  so  frequently  fall  ill  on  the  road 
and  are  brought  into  the  public  hospital  in  town,  which  is  only 
of  moderate  size  and  its  capacities  are  often  over-taxed. 

These  were  referred  to  in  my  report  in  1887,  in  which  year 
the  freedom  from  import  duties  on  mining  material  was  extended 
for  another  five  years,  which  latter  period  will  expire  on  May  24, 
1893.  In  July,  1890,  it  was  enacted  that  mines  rejjorted  and 
claimed  after  the  1st  of  that  month  should  pay  a yearly  canon,” 
or  ground  tax,  which  in  the  case  of  iron  was  2 dol.  per  hectare  of 
ground,  and  in  those  of  other  metals  5 dol.  ])er  hectare. 

Now,  however,  the  new  Budget  Law  for  Cuba  increases  this 
yearly  canon  by  50  per  cent.,  and  also  provides  for  an  export 
duty  on  ore  of  2 per  cent,  on  its  value,  but  neither  the  canon  nor 
the  new  arrangements  are  applicable  to  mines  reported  before 
July  1,  1890,  in  view  of  the  privileges  conceded  to  them  by  the 
Laws  of  1883  and  1887, 
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Nevertheless,  the  new  Budget  Law  says  that,  as  mines  claimed 
or  worked  previously  to  July,  1890,  cannot  he  charged  with  tlie 
ground  tax  itself,  in  view  of  concessions  ])reviously  granted,  such 
mines  will  only  be  liable  to  the  50  per  cent,  increase  on  said  tax. 

As  the  Law  of  1883,  after  declaring  certain  mines  free  from 
yearly  ground  tax  for  a period  of  20  years,  expressly  states  that 
mining  industries  shall  not  be  charged  with  any  contributions  or 
other  tax,”  this  new  enactment  is  entirely  in  contradiction  to  the  Law  is  at 
concessions  granted  in  1883,  and  has  created  consternation  aoiong  variance 
mine-owners.  Several  of  these  will  be  unable  to  afford  the  annual 
expense  on  mines  they  liolJ,  but  which  they  have  not  yet  sold 
and  cannot  work  themselves,  and  such  people  will  consequently 
be  obliged  to  abandon  their  properties,  or,  at  all  events,  the  least 
valuable  ones  of  them.  The  stronger  holders,  on  the  other  hand, 
do  not  so  much  care  about  the  actual  disbursement,  which  is  not 
excessive,  but  are  much  alarmed  at  the  effect  the  new  enactment 
may  have  on  foreign  capitalists,  when  these  see  that  concessions  ^ew  Law. 
granted  in  1883  are  not  carried  out,  after  considerable  interests 
have  been  involved  on  the  understanding  that  they  would  be. 

The  general  impression  here  is  that  the  new  law  has  been  Will  probably 
made  without  the  terms  of  that  of  1883  having  been  sufficiently  changed, 
borne  in  mind,  and  that,  as  soon  as  the  Colonial  Minister  receives 
the  representations  which  will  go  on  from  here  on  the  subject,  he 
will  withdraw  it. 

The  fact  is  that,  hitherto,  the  Spanish  Government  has  not  Government 
only  fulfilled  all  that  it  has  promised  to  mining  companies  and  has  so  far 
miners,  but  the  experience  of  the  former  is  that  they  have 
obtained  in  practice  a good  deal  more  than  was  promised  them,  or 
what  they  could  have  expected. 

Although  this  ground  tax  should  not  apply  to  mines  which  The  ground 
have  been  declared  exempt  from  it,  the  tax  itself  is  j)robably  a 
desirable  one,  not  so  much  for  wliat  it  may  bring  into  the 
Treasury,  which  will  be  very  little,  but  as  a protection  to  land- 
holders. 

Exemption  from  said  tax  was  extended  in  1883  for  another  Object  of  its 
20  years  in  order  to  encourage  people  to  search  for  and  report  suspension, 
mines,  and  it  lias  had  this  effect ; now,  however,  there  would  be 
little  object  in  continuing  the  exemption,  as  it  is  probable  that 
most  of  the  mineral  deposits  are  by  this  time  known. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was,  as  it  stood,  somewhat  hard  for  the  Mining  laws 
land-owners,  for  anyone,  by  merely  paying  the  Government 
engineer’s  fees  and  stamped  paper  for  the  title,  could  report  and 
obtain  the  ownership  of  a mine  on  other  peoples’  property,  and 
possess  it  ad  perpetuam,  without  having  to  pay  any  tax  wdiatever 
until  the  year  2003,  as  long  as  he  did  not  work  it.  In  this  latter 
event,  he  then  had  to  buy  the  land  from  the  owner,  and  if  the 
latter  refused  to  sell,  the  Government  obliged  him  to  on  a certain 
valuation. 

Consequently,  a good  many  mines  are  in  the  hands  of  people  Mine  reported 
of  no  means  and  who  have  no  intention  of  working  them,  but  and  claimed 
merely  hold  them  on  the  chance  of  finding  a purchaser  and  thus  specula' 
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realise  a good  profit,  without  having  had  any  expenditure  beyond 
the  first  cost  of  marking  out  and  obtaining  the  title. 

These  latter  expenses  are  as  follows  : deposit  for  the  engineer, 
60  do),  per  cent,  for  the  first  12  hectares  or  under,  and  2 dol. 
per  hectare  for  each  above  the  first  12,  and  the  engineer’s  bill 
generally  amounts  to  about  25  per  cent,  over  these  deposits. 
The  Government  title  costs  18  dol.  75  c.  for  each  mine,  no 
matter  of  what  metal  or  extent,  and  then,  for  iron,  2 dol.  for 
the  first  15  liectares  and  50  c.  for  each  one  over;  and  for  other 
metals,  2 dol.  for  the  first  12  hectares  and  1 dol.  for  each 
hectare  above  the  first  12. 

Calculating  on  the  above  basis  and  on  the  number  of  mines 
whose  titles  have  already  been  issued,  it  would  ap[)ear  that  the 
mining  engineer’s  office  must  have  received  since  188o  about 
50,000  dol.  (10,000/.)  for  mines  conceded,  and  about  15,000  dol. 
(3,000/.)  more  for  mines  which  have  been  marked  out,  but  the 
title  of  which  lias  never  been  claimed. 

The  Government  revenue  on  the  same  mines  will  have  been, 
between  stamped  paper  atid  fees  for  titles,  about  15,000  dol, 
(3,000/.).  Considering  the  number  of  mines  reported  and  claimed, 
tins  represents  a very  small  amount,  and  is  a good  indication  of 
the  liberality  of  the  Spanish  mining  laws. 

Cuba  has  not  a good  name  abroad,  and  capitalists  are  reluctant 
to  invest  their  money  here  ; those  who  have  done  so  and  have 
acquired  experience  of  the  country,  have  perha^^s  discovered  that 
things  are  not  as  they  had  imagined,  and  that  the  promises  of 
the  Government  are  carried  out,  and  little  by  little  confidence 
is  being  inspired. 

Of  course,  foreigners  must  not  expect  to  find  things  organised 
here  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as  in  their  own  countries, 
especially  as  in  England  and  the  United  States;  they  will  find 
essentially  Spanish  institutions  and  Spanish  laws,  but  if  they 
go  the  right  way  to  work,  I do  not  think  they  wdll  find  reason 
to  complain. 

There  probably  are  more  formalities  and  more  routine  to  be 
undergone  than  in  some  other  countries,  and  perhaps  an  un- 
necessary amount  of  documentary  work  and  stamped  paper  for 
everything  required  at  the  Government  offices,  from  a shooting 
licence  to  a railway  concession  is  prefaced  with  a petition  on 
stamjjed  paper ; but  these  are  small  matters,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  they  will,  as  a rule,  find  the  officials  obliging  and  willing  to 
help  them. 

I may  mention  that  I have  frequently  seen  the  regulations 
entirely  set  aside  by  high  officials  in  order  to  facilitate  new 
undertakings,  and  to  an  extent  unheard  of  elsewhere. 

The  fact  is  that  some  foreigners  arrive  here  and  expect  to 
do  things  they  would  not  dream  of  in  their  own  countries,  and 
entirely  as  they  like  without  regard  to  the  local  regulations,  and 
very  often  they  are  allowed  to  do  so,  and  then,  if  checked,  arc 
apt  to  complain  of  the  institutions  really  without  reason. 

From  the  foregoing  relation  with  regard  to  the  mining 
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industry  of  this  province,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  undoubtedly 
an  enormous  amount  of  mineral  wealth  in  this  part  of  Cuba,  that 
its  development,  although  perhaps  this  has  increased  as  much  as 
could  have  been  reasonably  expected,  has  not  done  so  to  the 
extent  that  the  more  sanguine  holders  had  hoped,  and  that  what 
has  been  done  so  far  has  been  entirely  done  by  American 
companies. 

The  natural  market  for  the  iron  ore  is  the  United  States,  and 
it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  this  ore  would  be  taken  for 
England  as  long  as  the  latter  country  can  obtain  it  at  a cheaper  rate 
from  Spain  itself,  but,  as  the  supply  of  ore  in  the  Spanish  mines 
becomes  scarcer,  then  the  attention  of  English  iron  foundries 
Avill  be  attracted  to  Cuba,  where  there  is  good  ore  for  many  years 
to  come. 

I have  already  shown  why  it  has  not  been  possible  so  far  to 
ship  manganese  ore  to  England,  and  also  that  such  shipment  may 
now  become  possible. 

Besides  mines  of  iron  and  manganese,  however,  there  are 
others  which  it  might  be  quite  worth  the  while  of  English 
capitalists  to  look  into,  such  as  copper,  lead,  silver,  and  gold,  if 
they  cannot  for  the  present  do  anything  in  iron.  American 
capitalists  have  so  far  been  little  attracted  by  these,  the  same 
necessity  for  these  other  metals  does  not  exist  in  the  United 
States  as  it  does  for  iron  and  manganese,  but  there  is  little  doubt 
that  they  will  eventually  be  so  attracted. 

I have  been  often  asked  by  people  in  England  interested  in 
mines  to  procure  them  options  on  properties  and  to  indicate  which 
are  the  most  promising.  I would  now  say  that  mine-owners  here, 
having  been  so  often  disappointed  in  the  United  States  with  this 
option  question,  are,  as  a rule,  now  unwilling  to  grant  any,  and 
thus  bind  themselves  down,  unless  it  be  to  parties  who  really  show 
ail  interest  in  the  matter  and  take  the  trouble  to  come  out  and 
see  for  themselves. 

My  advice,  then,  to  persons  desirous  of  entertaining  any 
mining  project  in  Cuba  would  be  to  come  out  and  examine  for  them- 
selves ; this  can  now  be  easily  done,  and  if  undertaken  in  the 
winter,  constitutes  an  agreeable  pleasure  trip.  No  description 
can  ever  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  reality,  and  if  they  then  see 
anything  likely  to  suit  them  they  have  the  advantage  of  being  on 
the  spot,  and  can  ascertain  all  particulars  and  treat  themselves 
directly  with  the  owners. 


wealth,  so  far 
ia  hands  of 
Americans. 


United  States 
is  market  for 
iron  ore.^ 

Cuban  ore 
may  go  to 
England 
later. 

England  may 
also  get 
manganese. 

Other  mines 
worthy  of 
attention  of 
English 
capitalists. 


Options  on 
mines. 


Parties  should 
come  out  and 
see  for  them- 
selves. 


General  Remarks. 

According  to  the  last  census,  taken  on  December  31,  1887,  Population  of 
the  population  within  the  actual  town  limits  was  33,452,  and  that 
of  the  municipal  limit  was  63,792,  the  latter  being  as  follows; — municipal 
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And  that  of  the  whole  province,  of  which  St.  Jago  is  the 
capital,  was — 
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1 
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* 139,420 
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277,229 

Deducting  from  the  population  of  the  town  limits  the  number 
of  troops  within  same  on  the  day  of  taking  the  census,  as  these 
are  a very  variable  quantity,  we  have  32,685  civilians  on  Decem- 
ber 31,  1887,  but  to-day  the  town  contains  ntore  to  judge  from 
the  scarcity  of  house-room. 

Taking,  however,  the  above  number  as  a basis  on  which  to 
calculate  the  death  rate  for  the  last  10  years,  during  which  period 
the  total  number  of  deaths  of  civilians  amounted  to  10,882,  or  an 
average  of  1,088  per  annum,  we  ot)tain  a yearly  rate  of  33*3  per 
mille  ; but  in  the  summer  of  1887  there  wns  a severe  epidemic  of 
small-pox,  which  alone  carried  off  997,  and,  therefore,  omitting 
that  year  of  extraordinary  mortality,  we  get  a result  of  29*8  per 
mille,  which  may  be  considered  a fair  estimate  of  the  death  rate  in 
normal  time^-. 

For  a West  Indian  town  this  is  not  high,  and  even  compares 
favourably  wdth  some  European  capitals;  the  comparative  healthi- 
ness of  the  place  is  probably  accounted  for  by  the  town  being  hilly, 
and  the  subsoil  permeable,  natural  facilities  being  afforded  for 
surface  drainage,  which  is  the  only  one,  no  real  system  of  drainage 
having  ever  been  attempted  by  the  Town  Council. 

The  returns  show  that  the  months  in  which  the  greater  num- 
ber of  deaths  have  occurred  during  the  same  10  years  are  June, 
May,  and  July,  in  the  order  stated;  and  next  to  these  come 
December  and  January,  when  a great  many  of  the  old  people 
die. 

During  these  same  10  years  deaths  among  civilians  from  yellow 
fever  have  amounted  to  122,  or  an  average  of  12-^  per  annum.^ 
The  disease  seems  to  have  prevailed  more  in  the  months  of 
November,  December,  and  January,  and  then  again  in  June  and 
July  ; and  the  least  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  in  any  one 
year  has  been  five,  and  the  greatest  25,  this  latter  maximum  having 
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been  reached  last  year.  It  will  be  evident,  then,  that  foreigners  it  ia  not  a big 
do  not  run  such  a very  big  risk  here  from  yellow  fever.  risk. 

The  troops,  all  of  which  come  from  Spain,  suffer  more  in  pi’o- p^aths  of 
portion  from  this  disease,  and  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  of  troops, 
these,  from  all  causes,  during  the  10  years,  say,  1,434,  the  pro- 
portion caused  by  yellow  fever  was  1,062. 

Two  years  ago  a certain  Dr.  Garcia  of  this  town  tried  some  Doctor 
experiments  on  yellow  fever  patients  by  putting  them,  bed  and  t^arcia’s  cure 
all,  into  a box  with  double  walls  and  top,  and  lined  with  metal,  in 
order  to  contain  ice  in  the  walls  and  top.  This  produced  a very 
damp  temperature  a few  degrees  above  freezing  point,  and  has 
given  a very  good  result.  1 believe  that  the  theory  is,  that  not 
only  does  the  low  temperature  destroy  the  microbes,  but  that  also 
the  moist  atmosphere  is  absorbed  by  the  lungs  and  pores  of  the 
patient,  and  the  extreme  thirst,  and  stoppage  of  the  action  of  the 
kidneys,  so  common  in  yellow  fever,  are  at  once  remedied.  Dr. 

Garcia  is  at  present  at  Havana,  continuing  his  investigations  in 
this  respect. 

The  town  supply  of  water  is  of  good  quality,  but  deficient  in  y^ater  supply 
quantity,  and  the  home  Government  have  just  made  a grant  of 
30,000/.  to  be  employed  in  making  a new  aqueduct,  which  is  much 
wanted. 

The  streets  are  well  lighted  with  gas  by  a company  which  is  Streets, 
one  of  the  few  in  the  world  that  does  not  pay,  owing  to  the  re- 
missness of  the  Town  Council  in  paying  for  the  public  lighting. 

On  the  other  hand,  but  few  of  the  streets  are  paved,  and  that 
badly,  while  none  are  kept  in  permanent  repair,  and  all  are  usually 
in  a very  bad  state. 

The  shops  are  good,  and  everything  that  can  be  reasonably  shops, 
required  is  to  be  found  among  their  stocks. 

The  hotels  can  hardly  be  worse,  but  there  are  good  re-  Hotels, 
staurants. 

The  climate  is  pleasant,  and  especially  so  in  the  country  ; the  climate, 
extremes  of  the  thermometer  60°  and  95*^  Fahr.,  and  its  usual 
range  78°  to  90°  in  summer,  and  70°  to  82°  in  winter. 

The  country  is  thinly  populated,  and  there  is  a large  extent  of  Country, 
virgin  forest  which  lias  never  been  touched,  and  the  soil  of  which 
is  fertile  and  productive. 

There  is  a great  want  of  means  of  communication;  the  I'ivers 
are  too  small  for  navigation,  while  the  roads  are  bad,  and  only  means  of  com- 
transitable  on  foot  or  on  horseback,  and  not  even  in  that  way  in  munication. 
wet  weather.  The  railways  are  only  for  short  distances  among  roads, 
the  more  cultivated  parts,  and  the  country  sadly  wants  opening  up. 

As  a natural  sequence  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  the  coloured  Labour  in 
people,  rather  than  work  steadily,  prefer  to  live  on  their  own  little  country, 
pieces  of  land,  and  cultivate  a few  vegetables  and  a little  coffee, 
doing  occasional  wmrk  on  the  sugar  or  coffee  estates  in  crop  time. 
Nevertheless,  while  they  do  work  they  do  so  more  or  less  in  a 
satisfactory  manner ; but  planters  are  liable  to  be  without  hands 
sometimes  when  they  are  much  wanted.  I have  known  crops  of  Hands 
sugar  estates  to  have  been  retarded  by  this  want  of  hands,  but  wanted, 
none  have  actually  failed  from  this  cause. 
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Tile  domestic  service  in  the  towns  is,  on  the  other  hand,  bad 
and  very  scarce,  and  many  people  actually  cannot  obtain  servants, 
even  though  they  pay  higli  wages.  Were  it  not  that  a certain 
number  of  soldiers  are  allowed  to  leave  their  regiments  for  a time 
and  take  service  in  the  houses,  the  private  families  would  be  put 
to  greater  straits  than  they  are ; female  servants  cannot,  how- 
ever, be  replaced  in  this  way,  and  are  very  scarce.  The  principal 
cause  of  this  is  because  the  coloured  people  now  consider  it  de- 
grading to  serve  the  whites  as  servants,  and  this  is  carried  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  rules  of  one  of  the  Social  clubs  of  coloured 
people  excludes  any  members  who  themselves,  or  whose  relations, 
are  engaged  as  servants. 

The  Government  have  been  and  are  making  efforts  to  organise 
a system  of  immigration  from  Spain,  but  so  far  the  result  has  not 
been  very  satisfactory,  and  in  order  to  be  effectual  it  will  require 
to  be  done  on  a much  larger  scale. 

There  exists  a vital  evil  in  Cuba,  viz.,  the  surplus  capital  pro- 
duced does  not  accumulate  in  the  country.  There  is  a constant 
drain  of  money  outwards,  and  this  is  not  due  to  an  excess  of  value 
of  imported  goods  over  that  of  produce  exported.  The  country 
itself  produces,  but  the  surplus  of  its  production  does  not  remain. 

The  contributions,  though  heavy,  do  not  take  the  money  away, 
for  these  are  redistributed  locally  almost  as  soon  as  collected. 
The  planters  in  this  district,  as  a body,  have  not  made  money  of 
late  years,  or  if  some  liave,  their  profits  have  been  reinvested  in 
improving  their  properties,  or  have  gone  to  pay  debts  for  improve- 
ments already  made.  A good  part  of  the  amount  produced  goes 
to  the  Government  employes,  many  of  whom  come  from  Spain, 
leaving  their  families  there,  and  they  send  home  their  savings; 
but  the  bulk  of  the  value  of  what  is  taken  from  the  soil  eventually 
finds  its  way  into  the  hands  of  the  shopkeepers  and  dealers  of  all 
kinds,  and  the  surplus  of  their  profits,  as  a rule,  leaves  the  country. 
This  class,  which  is  a numerous  one,  comes  either  from  Spain  or 
from  abroad,  not  to  take  up  a permanent  abode  here,  but  to  make 
money  and  return,  for  as  the  author  of  the  book,  Cuba  por 
fuera,”  observes,  no  one  comes  to  Cuba  to  return  with  his  hands 
in  his  pockets.”  These  people  live  with  great  economy,  and 
.amass ; and  when  each  one  has  obtained  what  he  deems  a suffi- 
ciency, he  returns  to  his  own  country,  and  carries  his  gains  along 
witii  him.  But  few  of  those  that  succeed  remain  permanently, 
and  if  they  do,  they,  like  other  permanent  residents  in  similar 
cases,  do  not  invest  their  surplus  in  the  country,  but  all  endeavour 
to  get  what  they  can  and  send  it  abroad,  in  order,  as  they  say, 
to  have  something  on  the  safe  side.”  Thus  neither  the  general 
wealth  nor  the  population  augment  as  they  should. 

Under  present  conditions,  then,  agricultural  industries  are  un- 
likely to  increase,  though  there  is  ample  scope  for  them  in  this 
part  of  Cuba,  and  much  more  so  than  in  the  western  district  of  the 
island ; for  as  long  as  the  labour  problem  is  unsolved,  while  means 
of  inter-communication  in  the  province  are  wanting,  and,  above  all, 
as  long  as  the  surplus  capital  made  continues  to  leave  the  country. 
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there  is  little  chance  of  further  development  of  its  enormous 
agricultural  resources.  On  the  other  hand,  the  district  bids  fair 
to  extend  its  mining  interests,  of  which  it  is  undoubtedly  destined 
to  become  one  day  a most  important  centre. 


Statistics  of  Outports. 


Statement  of  Shipping  of  all  Nations  Entered  at  the  Port  of 
Barncoa  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Nationality. 

1 

1890. 

1891. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

Spanish.. 

26 

14,014 

24 

16,46*4 

English  . . 

33 

13,427 

15 

' 5,278 

American  . , , , 

43 

7,283 

29 

5,463 

N orwegian 

205 

74,942 

143 

67,813 

Total 

308 

109,810 

211 

95,018 

Statement  of  Exports  from  the  Port  of  Baracoa  during 
the  Years  1890-91. 


A rticles. 

Quantity. 

1890. 

1891. 

Cocoanuts 

Number 

5,354,500 

3,398,000 

Bananas  . . . , 

Bundies 

1,266,480 

773,300 

Cocoanut  oil  . . 

Barrels 

1,172 

300 

Hides 

Number 

175 

933 

Statement  of  Shipping  of  all  Nations  entered  the  Port  of 
Manzanillo  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Nationality. 

1890. 

1891. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

American 

19 

7,819 

21 

8,989 

English . . 

17 

5,223 

24 

11,617 

Norwegian 

21 

10,221 

17 

7,043 

- Swedish.. 

8 

2,742 

6 

2,015 

Spanish . . 

10 

1,806 

11 

2,105 

Dutch  .. 

5 

480 

3 

198 

German. . 

6 

6,237 

10 

11,468 

Eussian . . 

, , 

1 

675 

Danish  . . 

1 

256 

•• 

•• 

ToTal 

87 

34,786 

93 

44,111 
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SPAIN. 


Statement  of  Exports  of  Sugar  fiom  Manzanillo  for  Five 

Years. 


1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 


Tons. 

11,774 

18,131 

17,820 

22,103 

23,970 


Statement  of  Shipping  of  all  Nations  entered  the  Port  of 
Banes  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


1890. 

1891. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels, 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

English . . 

4 

1,710 

6 

2,786 

American 

. . 

1 

163 

Norwegian 

33 

13,403 

60 

37,600 

Total 

37 

15,118 

67 

40,549 

Statement  of  Exports  from  the  Port  of  Banes  during  the 
Years  1890-91. 


1890 

1891 


Bunches  of 
Bananas. 
180,000 
393,000 


Statement  of  Shipping  of  all  Nations  Entered  at  the  Port  of 
Gibara  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


1890. 

1891. 

Nationality.* 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Spanish . . 

78 

52,125 

78 

57,067 

English . . 

13 

7,782 

7 

3,131 

American 

13 

4,683 

17 

5,912 

N orwegian 

43 

16,899 

81 

46,585 

1,280 

German. . . . 

2 

1,800 

1 

Total 

149 

83,289 

184 

113,976 
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Statement  of  Exports  from  the  Port  of  Gibara  during  the 

Years  1890-91. 


Quantity. 

Articles. 

1890. 

1891. 

Sugar 

Tons 

7,608 

2,150* 

Molasses  . . 

Hogsheads 

216 

Tobacco 

Bales 

28,488 

21,766 

Bananas  . . 

Bunches  . . 

257,129 

544,500 

Hides 

Number  .. 

5,143 

9,890 

Mahogany  . . 

Feet 

734,207 

93,711 

Cedar 

99 

621,266 

99,585 

Statement  of  Shipping  of  all  Nations  Entered  at  the  Ports  of 
Naranjo  and  Sama  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


1890. 

1891. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Norwegian 

6 

1,781 

19 

8,080 

American 

•• 

3,200 

Total 

6 

1,781 

27 

11,280 

Statement  of  Exports  from  the  Ports  of  Naranjo  and  Sama 
during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Bunches  of 
Bananas. 


1890  28,506 

1891  750,501 


* The  falling-ofl’ in  the  sugar  crop  of  1891  was  due  to  excessive  drought, 
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Key  to  the  Map  of  Mines  East  and  North  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba. 


Iron  mines  are  designated 
Manganiferous  iron  . . 
]\tanganese  mines 
Copper  mines  . . 


by  parallelograms  and  numbers 
„ ,,  letters 

circles  and  letters 
„ „ numbers 


Iron. 


1-4. — Dorotea  group 
5-15. — Sevilla  group 
16-24. — Carpintero  group 

25-41. — Juragua  group,  of  which  25-30,  34,  and  36-41  belong  to  the  Juragua 
Iron  Company 
42. — Damajayabo  mine 

43-49. — Madalena  group,  of  which  43-46  belong  to  the  Spanish  American 
Iron  Company 
50-52. — Providencia  group 
53-66. — Economia  group 
67-71. — Cajobabo  group 
72-75. — Berracos  group 

76-84. — Uvern  group,  of  which  83  and  84  belong  to  the  Sigua  Iron  Company 
86  -89. — Arroyo  de  la  Plata  group,  of  which  86,  87,  88,  89  belong  to  the  Sigua 
lion  Company 


Manganiferous  Iron. 

N.O.P. — Group  to  Northward  of  Arroyo  de  la  Plata 


Manganese. 

A.B.C. — Boniato  group 
D.E.E.G. — Dos  Bocas  group 

I.  — Quemado  group 
H. — Margarita  group 

J. K. — Avispero  group 
L.M.— San  Juan  group 


Copper. 

I- 4. — San  Pedro  group 
5-8. — Caney  group 

9.  — Ocafia  group 

10. — Guira  group 

II- 12. — Africana  group 
13-14. — Pipo  group 

15. — Cobre  group 
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BAVARIA. 

MUNICH. 


Mr,  Drummond  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery^ 

My  Lord,  Munich,  October  10,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  herewith  a Report  upon  the 
Finances  of*  Bavaria  and  Bavarian  Banks,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Horace 
Helyar,  Second  Secretary  to  Her  Majesty's  Legation. 

The  Report  has  been  collected  with  great  care  and  attention  to 
its  correctness.  It  shows  in  general  the  prosperous  condition  of 
Bavaria,  the  increase  of  revenue  in  six  years  amounting  to 
26  per  cent.,  an  average  yearly  increase  of  4*4  per  cent. 

If  expenditure  has  materially  increased  it  has  not  reached  the 
increase  in  revenue. 

A surplus  in  the  two  years,  1888-89,  of  3,423,474/.  shows  the 
admirable  administrative  capacity  of  the  Minister  of  Finance, 
Baron  von  Riedel,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
years  1890-91  will  also  show  a large  surplus. 

The  statement  made  in  regard  to  Bavarian  banks  gives  a good 
report  of  the  general  increase  in  their  business,  showing  that  the 
general  financial  position  of  the  country  is  sound,  and  the  marked 
increase  in  sales  of  real  property  indicate  the  wealth  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Bavaria  in  spite  of  depression  in  trade.  Like  many 
other  countries,  it  is  observed  that  local  taxation  is  progressively 
increasing,  which  has  caused  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  to  issue 
a warning  to  the  local  authorities  to  exercise  a greater  economy  in 
their  outlay. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  VICTOR  W.  DRUMMOND 
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BAVARIA. 


General 

remarks. 


Report  on  the  Fmances  of  Bavaria  for  1892  and  on  Bavarian  Banks 
' ' in  1891. 


Abstract  of  Contents. 
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The  finances  of  Bavaria  have  been  advancing  for  the  last  few 
years,  not,  indeed,  “ by  leaps  and  bounds,”  but  with  rapid  strides. 

The  revised  accounts  for  1887  closed  with  a total  of  revised 
expenditure  amounting  to  245,946,302  marks  (12,115,581/.),  as 
was  shown  in  my  report  of  1890.* 

The  estimates  for  the  19th  financial  period,  1888-89,  balanced 
at  260,037,121  marks  (12,809,710/.),  and  the  revised  accounts  for 
that  period  show  a surplus  on  the  two  years  of  no  less  than 
68,469,483  marks  (3,423,474/.;. 

The  estimates  for  the  20th  financial  period,  1890-91,  balanced 
at  280,291,642  marks  (13,807,470/.). 

And  the  estimates  for  the  21st  financial  period,  1892-93,  balance 
at  306,292,271  marks  (15,314,609/.). 

We  thus  find  a steady  increase  in  the  Bavarian  revenues  of 
some  4*4  per  cent,  per  annum,  or  26*4  per  cent,  in  six  years. 

The  principal  items  of  revenue  which  have  contributed  to 
swell  the  volume  have  been  the  customs  and  indirect  taxes,  the 
postal  and  telegraph  services,  and  the  State  railvirays,  the  receipts 
under  which  heads  have  all  heavily  increased,  a significant  indication 
of  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country. 

The  Bavarian  debt  has  been  reduced  during  the  last  two  years 
by  the  comparatively  trifling  amount  of  some  5,000,000  marks 
(250,000/.). 

But  it  is  to  be  considered  that  during  the  last  few  years  large 
sums  have  been  spent  out  of  the  recurring  surpluses  of  Bavaria  on 

* See  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Reports  on  Trade  and  Finance,  No.  795, 
Annual  Series. 
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what  would  in  most  countries  be  made  the  object  of  capital 
expenditure,  such  as  railway  improvements,  public  works,  and 
buildings,  which  will  be  further  detailed  later  in  this  report. 

The  ordinary  expenditure  has  likewise  considerably  increased  • 
in  the  period  under  review,  but  as  the  surpluses  show,  not  quite  in 
proportion  to  the  receipts. 

The  raihvay  outgoings^*  the  quota  paid  to  the  Empire,  and  the 
postal  and  telegraph  services,  together  with  the  various  branches 
of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  which  includes  public  worship  and 
instruction,  show  the  greatest  tendency  to  Increase. 

In  spite  of  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  Bavarian  finances 
some  anxiety  is  felt  in  parliamentary  circles  as  to  the  immediate 
future,  owing  to  the  shadow  cast  by  the  coming  increase  in  the 
German  Imperial  military  budget. 

Another  indication  of  the  generally  prosperous  condition  of 
Bavarian  finance  and  Bavarian  capital  lies  in  the  satisfactory 
returns  of  the  Bavarian  banks. 

I now  come  to  the  revised  accounts  for  the  19th  financial  Kevised 
period.  aocounts  of 

The  following  are  the  main  headings  (revised)  of  receipts  and  ^nandal 
expenditure  for  1888  : — period, 


I.  Receipts. 


Amount. 

Description. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Marks.  ’ ’ 

£ 

Surplus  from  the  18th  period 

105,752 

5,288 

Direct  taxes  . . 

27,591,142 

1,379,657 

Succession  duty,  &c.  ..  .. 

24,679,396 

1,233,970 

Customs  and  indirect  taxes  . . . . 

66,832,818 

3,341,641 

Mines,  smelting  and  salt  works 

6,870,348 

343,618 

Mint  establishment  . . 

337,582 

16,879 

Rent  from  Niirnberg  Bank  .. 

491,109 

24,556 

State  railways 

99,959,682 

4,997,984 

Post  and  Telegraph  Services 

16,817,600 

840,880 

Lake  of  Constance  Steamboat  Service  . . 

505,613 

25,280 

Ludwig  Danube-Main  Canal 

112,888 

5,644 

Frankenthaler  Canal. . 

6,700 

335 

. Law  and  Regulations  Gazette  .. 

62,504 

3,125 

Forest,  Chase,  and  Cattle  Administration . . 

26,910,406 

1,345,520 

Savings  and  business  receipts 

2,066,854 

7;342,289 

103,343 

. Land  rents  . . . . . . . • 

367,115 

Interest,  rents,  and  casual  receipts  . . 
Receipts  for  the  benefit  of  the  State 

926,674 

46,329 

Institution  for  Widows  and  Daughters  of 

State  Employes  . . . . . . . . 

307,940 

15,397 

Interest  paid  to  and  returned  by  the  Pfalz 

Railways  . . . . , . . . 

55,096 

2,755 

Total 

281,982,302 

14,099.115 

(1420) 


4 


BAVARIA. 


Expenditure. 


The  revised  expenditure  for  1888  was  as  follows:-^ 


II.  Expenditure. 


Description. 

Amount, 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

A.  Administrative  expenditure  in  respect  of — 
Direct  taxes 

Marks. 

853,840 

& 

42,692 

Succession  duty,  &c. 

756,613 

37,831 

Customs  and  indirect  taxes  . . 

10,123,866 

606,193 

Mines,  smelting  and  salt  works  , . 

5,940,855 

297,043 

Mint 

280,041 

14,002 

State  railways 

55,151,833 

2,757,592 

Post  and  Telegraph  Service 

* , 

14,556,811 

727,841 

Lake  of  Constance  Steamboat  Service 

365,327 

18,266 

Ludwig  Danube-Main  Canal  .. 

207,522 

10,376 

Frankenthaler  Canal 

8,039 

402 

Law  and  Regulations  Gazette 

33,099 

1,655 

Forests,  Chase,  and  Cattle  Administration 

13,340.752 

667,038 

Savings  and  business  receipts 

* , 

1,344,843 

67,242 

Institute  in  aid  of  widows  and  daughters 
of  deceased  employes  . . 

2,534 

126 

Land  rents . . 

177,929 

8,896 

Dividends  and  special  receipts  . . 

•• 

10,498 

525 

Total  (A) 

108,154,407 

5,157,720 

B.  Supply  services — 

Royal  household  . . . . . . 

5,647,807 

282,390 

Public  Debt 

53,761,860 

2,688,093 

Council  of  State  . . 

35,300 

1,765 

Parliament . . . . 

725,884 

36,294 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 

566,988 

12,740,376 

28,349 

„ Justice 

637,019 

„ the  Interior  . . 

18,561,141 

928,057 

„ Religion  and  Public 

struction . . 

InV 

21,254,494 

1,062,725 

Ministry  of  Finance  . . . . 

3,550,180 

177,509 

Quota  paid  to  the  Empire 

30,092,326 

1,504,616 

Pensions  to  civil  servants 

5,766,470 

288,273 

„ widows  and  orphans. . 

2,955,639 

147,782 

Grant  in  aid  for  civil  servants,  &c. 

542,689 

27,134 

Railways  of  the  Pfalz 

. . 

General  reserve  fund  . . 

8.5,043 

4,252 

Total  (B) 

156,285,204 

7,814,260 

„ (A)  .. 

103,154,407 

5,157,720 

Grand  total  . . 

•• 

259,439,612 

12,971,980 

There  was  thus  a surplus  of  22,542,690  marks  (1,127,135/.)  on 
the  year  1888. 

Jt  must  be  remarked  that  in  addition  to  the  sums  collected 
under  the  head  of  indirect  taxes  and  customs  a sum  of  4,332,520 
marks  (216,626/.)  (not  included  in  the  budget)  was  raised  under 
the  same  head  and  paid  over  to  the  Empire. 
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Turning  to  the  revised  accounts  of  1689  the  figures  are- 

I.  Receipts. 


Revised. 
accountB  for 
'-d889. 
Receipt®. 


Description. 


Surplus  from  the  18th  financial  period.  . 

Direct  taxes 

Succession  duty,  &c. . . 

Customs  and  indirect  taxes  ..  ..  . . 

Mines,  smelting,  and  salt  works 
Mint  establishment  . . > . . . . 

Rent  from  Niirnberg  Bank  ..  

State  railways  . . ‘ 

Post  and  Telegraph  receipts  . . . 

Lake  of  Constance  Steamboat  Service 
Ludwig  Danube-Main  Canal  . . > 

Frankenthaler  Canal . . ‘ ' 

Law  and  Regulations  Gazette  . . . < * 

Forest,  Chase,  and  Cattle  Administration . 
Savings  and  business  receipts  ...  . 

Land  rents  . . . % . . ....  . 

-Interest,  rents,  and  casual  receipts. . 
Return  by  Pfalz  railways  of  interest  . 
Receipts  for  the  benefit  of  the  State 
Institution  for  Widows  and  Daughters 
of  State  Employes  . . . . . . 

Total  ..  ••  .* 


Amount. 


Currency. 

Sterling. 

Marks.  . 

£' 

105,752 

5,288 

27,832,661 

1,891,633 

26,943,045 

1,347,152 

. 78,902,659 

..  3,945,133 

7,604,768 

380,238 

336,781 

16,839 

664,902 

33,245 

106,005,224 

5,300,261 

. 17,978.177 

898,909 

485,751 

24,288 

106,998 

6,350 

6,525 

326 

. 62,925 

3,146 

27,919,771 

1,895,989 

2,397,789 

119,889 

7,335,128 

366,756 

887,532 

44,373 

.476,138 

23,807 

315,172 

15,759 

806,367,706 

15,318,385 
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ExpcjKliture.  ^ Expenditure. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling, 

A-,  - Administrative  expenses  in  respect  of — 

1 Marks. 

1 

£ 

Direct  taxes 

719,266 
791,628  ' 

35,963 

Succession  duty,  &c.  ..  ..  . .. 

39,581 

Customs  and  indirect  taxes  ... 

10,980,109 

549,005 

Mines,  smelting,  and  salt  works  ....  . . 

6,664,671 

333,234 

Mint  . . . . . . 

259,106 

12,955 

Railways  . . . . . . ...... 

58,308,007 

2,915,400 

Postal  and  Telegraph  Services  . . 

. 15,073,499 

753,675 

Lake  of  Constance  Steamboat  Service  . . 

397,090  ' 

19,855 

Ludwig  Donau-Main  Canal  ' 

i>08,666. 

10,433 

Frankenthaler  Canal  . . . . • . 

7,875- 

394 

Law  and  Official  Gazette  .’ . 

40,574 

2,029 

Forests,  Chase,  and  Pastures  Department 

13,625,255 

681,263 

Savings  and  business  receipts  . . . , . . 

1,688,783 

84,439 

Land  rents,  &c.  .•.  . . , , 

176,363 

8,818 

Rents,  dividends,  &c.  .. 

* 11,987 

599 

Institute  for  Widows,  &c.. . .. 

2,671 

134 

Brought  forward  from  1888  , .. 

69,837 

3,492 

' . Total  (A)  ’ ' .. 

109,025,394 

5,451,269 

B.  Supply  services — 

Royal'  household,  &c.  ' ■ ' i.  .... 

, 5,525,189 

V 276,259 

- Public  Debt  . . 

48,912,333 

2,445,617 

Council  of  State  ,.  ., 

, ,26,6^  ’ 

’ 1,331 

Parliament.. 

81,270 

4,063 

Foreign  Affairs  ..  

562,691 

28,135 

Justice  . . . . . . . . . . 

12,802,054 

640,103 

Interior 

19,362,219 

968,111 

Public  Worship  and  Education  .. 

21,873,097 

1,093,655 

177,688 

Finance  ..  ..  ..  .. 

3,551,771 

Quota  paid  to  the  Empire 

29,399,273 

1,469,964 

Pensions  of  the  Ist,  2nd,  and  3rd  class  . . 

9,423,428 

, 471,171 

General  reserve  ..  ,.  .. 

276,135 

13,807 

Total  (B)  

151,796,087 

7,589,804 

» • • • • • • 

109,025,394 

5,451,269 

Grand  total  ..  .. 

260,821,481 

13,041,073 

Besides  the  above  total  receipts  for  1889  of  306,367,706  marks 
(15,318,385/.),  an  additional  sura  of  380,569  marks  (19,029/.)  has 
to  be  added  for  various  supplementary  receipts,  repayments  and 
items  transferred  from  1888,  making  in  all  a total  revenue  for  1889 
of  306,748,275  marks  (15,337,414/.). 

Surplus  for  These  figures  show,  as  stated  by  Baron  liiedel  in  the  Second 

19th  financial  Chamber,  a surplus  for  1888  of  22,542,690  marks  (1,127,135/.), 
period.  1889  of  no  less  than  45,926,793  marks  (2,296,339/.),  or  a 

total  surplus  for  the  19th  financial  period  of  68,469,483  marks 
(3,423,474/.),  composed  of  an  increase  of  revenue  of  59,474,962 
marks  (2,973,748/.),  and  a saving  in  expenditure  of  8,994,521 
marks  (449,726/.).  Of  this  surplus  the  sum  of  11,108,718  marks 
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(555,436/.)  was  disposed  of  hy  laws  already  passed  (see  p.  10  of 
my  report  of  1890),  while  57,360,765  marks  (2,868,038/.)  will  be 
found  accounted  for  under  the  heading  of  the  21st  financial 
period. 

The  principal  items  which  went  to  swell  this  large  surplus 
were — 

A.  Increased  receipts  during  1888  and  1889 : 25,400,000 
marks  (1,270,000/.)  increase  from  railways  and  the  postal  and 
telegraph  services,  &c. ; 12,700,000  marks  (635,000/.)  from 
customs  and  indirect  taxes;  6,200,000  marks  (310,000/.)  from 
increased  receipts  due  to  economies  in  mines,  and  smelting  and 
salt  works,  &c. ; 12,976,000  marks  (658,800/.)  surplus  on  fees, 
stamps,  &c. ; and  a small  surplus  was  also  produced  from  the 
direct  taxes. 

B.  Diminished  expenditure : 

There  was  a diminution  in  the  service  of  the  public  debt  and  v ( 
some  minor  savings. 

Before  turning  to  the  next  financial  period  it  should  be 
mentioned  that  an  unusual  number  of  special  items  of  expenditure 
were  met  out  of  the  general  reserve.  For  instance,  64,000  marks  - 
(3,200/.)  for.  the  purchase  of  a custom-house  at  Beyreuth,  30,000 
marks  (1,500/.)  for  the  purchase  of  a forest  department  office  at 
Klaushof,  and  many  others. 

^ The  revised  accounts  for  the  20th  financial  period  will  in  due  20th  financial 
course  be  presented  next  year.  period, 

The  Finance  Law  of  May  26,  1892,  commenced  by  providing  2ist^financial 
for  the  disposition  of  the  surpluses  of  previous  years.  The  sum  period, 
of  42,646,300  marks  (2,132,315/.)  which  it  had  been  intended  to  1892-98. 
raise  by  loan,  authority  for  the  purpose  having  been  taken,  is  J^'rphires^^ 
supplied  instead  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  19th  financial  period. 

The  purposes  to  which  it  is  applied  are  the  building  of  local  rail- 
roads, for  doubling  the  main  lines  of  rail,  and  for  augmenting  the 
rolling  stock  of  the  Bavarian  State  railways.  , 

A further  sum  of  700,000  marks  (35,000/.)’  is  taken  from  the 
same  surplus  for  establishing  a railway  fund  to  meet  provisionally 
the  purchase  of  ground  for  railway  purposes. 

It  should  be  mentioned  in  connection  with  this  large  railway 
expenditure  that  the  works  in  question  have  already  been  under- 
taken, and  ill  most  cases  carried  out.  Consequently  it  represents 
the  payment  of  past  expenses,  not  an  advance  for  future  improve- 
ments. 

A further  sum  of  13,973,967  marks  (698,699/.)  is  taken  from 
the  same  surplus  and  applied  to  the  following  various  purposes  : — 


B ATARI  A.. 


Provisional 
surplus  of 
1890. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

For  building  new  post  ofOices  and  other 

Marks. 

£ 

similar  purposes  . . 

5,007,-^65 

250,378 

For  building  prisons,  law  courts,  Ac. 

1,008,900 

50,445 

„ street  and  river  improvements,  &c 

3,250,000 

162,500 

„ university  and  school  buildings,  &c.  . . 
„ new  buildings  under  the  control  of  the 

3,987,500 

199,375 

Ministry  of  Finance  

720,000 

36,000 

Total  ..  ,,  ,, 

13,973,967 

698,698 

From  the  provisional  surplus  of  1890  the  following  sums  are 
taken  and  applied. 

First  a sum  of  3,814,260  marks  (190,713/.),  distributed  as 
follows: — 


Amount. 

Description. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Marks. 

£ 

Buildings  for  postal  and  steamboat  accom- 

modation . . 

For  improvement  of  river,  harbours  and 
building  a gendarmerie  school  . . 

659,700 

32,985 

1,779,500 

88,975 

First  instalment  towards  the  new  ITational 

Museum  in  Munich  .. 

1,100,000 

56,000 

School  buildings 

Buildings  under  control  of  Ministry  of 

154,460 

7,723 

Finance  

669,700 

32,985 

Total  . • 

3,814,260 

190,718 

Secondly,  a sum  of  526,100  marks  (26,305/.)  for  improvements 
ill  the  buildings  used  by  the  Bavarian  Parliament. 

Thirdly,  a sum  of  100,000  marks  (5,000/.)  for  repairs  and 
improvement  of  various  churches. 

Lastly,  a sum  of  8,000,000  marks  (200,000/.)  is  taken  from 
the  surplus  of  1890  and  distributed  among  the  towns  and 
communal  districts  of  the  kingdom  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
paid  by  each  in  direct  taxes  and  in  accordance  with  the  following 
table 
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Amount  of  Payment  in  Direct  Taxes. 

Sums  to  be  Kefunded. 

From — 

To— 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Marks. 

£ 

Marks. 

£ 

Marks. 

£ 

Under  

20,000 

1,000 

14,000 

700 

20,000 

1,000 

40,000 

2,000 

22,000 

1,100 

40,000 

2,000 

60,000 

3,000 

24,000 

1,200 

60,000 

3,000 

100,000 

5,000 

26,000 

1,300 

100,000 

5,000 

140,000 

7,000 

28,000 

1,400 

140,000 

7,000 

200,000 

10,000 

34,000 

1,700 

200,000 

10,000 

300,000 

15,000 

42,000 

2,100 

300,000 

15,000 

400,000 

20,000 

50,000 

2,500 

Wurzburg 

60,000 

3,000 

Augsburg  and 

Nurnberg  (each) 

... 

70,000 

3,500 

Miinchen  

... 

80,000 

4,000 

These  sums  are  to  be  placed  to  a capital  account  and  the  interest 
thereon  employed  in  works  of  general  usefulness  and  benevolence. 

It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  the  sum  of  22,108,320  marks  Unexpended 
(1,105,416/.),  which  is  the  unexpended  remainder  of  the  loan  of  remainder  of 
1879,  again  stands  over  during  the  2l8t  financial  period  as  part  of 
the  disposable  assets  of  the  State.  Part  of  this  loan  was  replaced 
by  exchequer  bills,  and  a further  issue  of  six  months  bills  was 
authorised,  but  only  in  renewal  of  such  as  might  expire. 

The  receipts  and  expenditure,  as  fixed  by  the  Finance  Law  of  Revenue  and 
May  26,  1892,  was  as  follows  : — expenditure 

for  1892-3. 
2iRt  financial 
period. 
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Receipts, 


I.  Keceifts. 


Amount. 

Description. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Marks. 

£ 

Marks. 

£ 

Surplus  from  the  20th  period  

Direct  taxes — 

... 

... 

20,249 

1,012 

Land  tax  

11,506,000 

572,530 

House  tax  

5,247,000 

262,  .350 

Trade  tax  

6.713,000 

335,650 

Securities  tax  

4.170.000 

2.065.000 

208,500 

Income  tax 

103,250 

29,701,000 

1,485,050 

Succession  duty,  fee  and  stamp  tax  and 

fines — 

Succession  duty  

2,100,000 

105,000 

Fee  and  stamp  tax 

Fines  

18,575,600 

582,600 

' 928,780 
291,300 

21,258,200 

1,062,910 

Indirect  taxes — 

Malt  tax  > 

Bavaria’s  share  of  the  Imperial  brandy 

36,251,900 

1,812,590 

excise  

11,940,000 

597,000 

Bavaria’s  share  of  the  Imperial 

customs  and  tobacco  duty  

Compensation  from  the  Imperial 

22,100,000 

1,105,000 

Exchequer  for  the  collection  of 
customs  and  taxes  

3,376,650 

168,833 

Custom  receipts  of  Bavaria  proper,  e.p’.. 

harbour  and  minor  receipts  

94,950 

49,475 

Dog  tax  

Miscellaneous  

1,240,000 

90,450 

62,000 

45,275 

75,093,950 

3,754,697 

Mines,  smelting,  and  salt  works — 

Mines 

2,584,685 

129,234 

Smelting  works  

2,391,437 

1,948,962 

119,574 

Salt  works 

97,448 

Miscellaneous  

595,697 

29,784 

7,520,781 

334,901 

Mint  

0 i O^vOtf 

16,745 

Kent  from  Ntlrnberg  Bank 

600,000 

30,000 

State  railways 

110,182,626 

5,509,131 

Postal  and  Telegraph  Service  

22,010,409 

1,100,520 

Lake  of  Constance  Steamer  Service 

468,275 

23,413 

Ludwig  Donau-Main  Canal  

102,175 

5,108 

Frankenthaler  Canal 

5,680 

284 

Law  and  Official  Gazette  

62,400 

3,120 

1,. 384,440 

Forest,  Chase  dues  and  Pastures 

27,688,800 

Savings  and  business  receipts  

... 

2,284,714 

114,235 

Land  rents  

7,’268,011 

1,365,620 

363,400 

Rents,  dividends,  and  special  receipts  ... 
Receipts  for  the  Widows  and  Orphans’ 

68,281 

Institute  

324,480 

16,224 

Grand  total  

... 

306,292,271 

15,314,609 
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II.  Expbnditurk.  Expenditure. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

A.  Administrative  expenditure  in  respect  of— 
Direct  taxes  . . . . 

Marks. 

982,600 

£ 

49,130 

Succession  duty,  &c.  . . . . 

733,277 

36,664 

595,331 

Customs  and  indirect  taxes 

11,906,6.30 

Mines,  smelting  and  salt  works  . . 

6,753,968 

337,698 

Tbe  Mint  ..  ..  .. 

303,853 

72,427,245 

15,193 

State  railways 

3,621,362 

Post  and  Telegraph  Services 

20,041,474 

1,002,074 

Lake  of  Constance  Steamer  Service 

446,578 

22,329 

Ludwig  Donau-Main  Canal  .. 

210,746 

10,537 

Frankenthaler  Canal  . . . • . « 

7,403 

370 

Law  and  Official  Gazette  . . 

31,259 

1,563 

783,738 

Forests,  Pasture,  and  Chase  Department 

16,674,752 

Savings  and  business  receipts  . • 

1,639,925 

81,996 

Land  rents  . 

169,640 

8,482 

Rents,  dividends,  and  special  receipts  . . 

11,332 

567 

Institute  for  Widows  and  Children  of 
Civil  Servants 

2,550 

127 

Total  (A)  

131,343,232 

6,567,161 

B.  Supply  services — 

Royal  Household  and  Court  . . . . 

5,403,986 

270,199 

Public  Debt  

49,787,500 

2,489,375 

Council  of  State  . . . . . . 

24,800 

1,240 

Bavarian  Parliament 

430,627 

21,531 

Ministry  of  the  Royal  House  and  Foreign 
Affairs 

615,555 

30,777 

Ministry  of  Justice 

13,672,001 

683,600 

„ the  Interior  . . 

21,885,657 

1,094,283 

„ Public  Worship  and  Educa- 

tion 

23,892,320 

1,179,616 

Ministry  of  Finance 

3,919,300 

195,965 

Quota  paid  to  the  German  Empire  . . 

42,238,920 

2,111,946 

Pensions  of  civil  servants . . 

5,852,894 

292,644 

„ for  widows  and  children 

3,119,770 

155,988 

Grants  in  aid  to  civil  servants  . . 

631,213 

31,560 

General  reserve  for  unforeseen  occurrences 

396,496 

19,824 

House  rent  grant  for  civil  servants,  &c.. , 

3,378,000 

168,900 

Total  (B)  

174,949,039 

8,747,448 

(A)  

131,343,232 

6,567,161 

Grand  total  . . 

306,292,271 

, 15,314,609 
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Alterations 
made  by  the 
chambers  in 
original 
budget 
estimates. 


Army. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  amount  set  apart  by  the  State 
Fire  Insurance  Bureau  and  paid  in  to  the  public  Exchequer  for 
the  expenses  of  the  Insurance  Chamber  and  insurance  inspectors 
is  fixed  for  each  year  of  the  twenty-first  financial  period  at 
594.000  marks  (29,7^0/.). 

The  foregoing  figures  of  receipt  and  expenditure,  as  fixed  by 
the  Law  of  May  26,  1892,  differ  from  those  presented  to  the 
Chambers  in  October,  1891,  in  that  they  are  about  6,000,000 
marks  f 300,000/.)  higher  on  both  sides  of  the  account,  which  is 
accounted  for  as  follows : — 

The  estimated  receipts  under  Bavaria’s  share  of  the  Imperial 
customs  and  tobacco  duty  is  taken  about  2,000,000  marks 
(100,000/.)  higher,  the  receipts  from  the  State  railways  is  taken  at 
1,000,000  marks  (50,000/.)  higher,  and  the  receipts  from  the  State 
forests,  chase  dues  and  pastures  at  1,780,000  marks  (89,000/.) 
higher,  besides  some  minor  increases. 

On  the  side  of  expenditure  the  expenses  of  the  State  railways 
are  taken  at  600,000  marks  (30,000/.)  higher,  the  expenses  of  the 
State  forests,  chase  and  pasture  department  1,400,000  marks 
(70,000/.)  higher,  and  the  sum  of  3,378,000  marks  (168,900/.) 
has  been  added  to  the  budget  for  a bouse^rent  grant  to  civil 
servants  and  grants  in  aid  of  teachers.  The  above  figures  show 
the  steadily-increasing  volume  of  the  Bavarian  national  revenues 
and  the  sound  basis  on  which  their  finances  stand. 

By  the  Imperial  German  Law  of  July  15,  1890,  the  peace 
strength  of  the  Bavarian  army  was  fixed  at  56,334  men,  at  which 
figure  it  still  remains. 

The  army  estimates,  which  form  a separate  budget,  controlled 
by  Bavaria  out  of  a special  contribution  paid  by  the  Imperial 
Exchequer,  amounted  for  each  year  of  the  twenty-first  financial 
period  to  58,028,345  marks  (2,901,417/.),  divided  into— ordinary 
expenditure,  47,794,533  marks  (2,389,726/.);  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure, 5,334,910  marks  (266,745/,)  ; military  pensions  and 
invalid  funds,  &c.,  4,898,902  marks  (244,945/.).  As  against  this 
must  be  set  the  sum  of  463,300  marks  (23,165/.)  which  accrued 
from  special  receipts,  such  as  the  sale  of  old  materials,  &c. 

The  actual  expenditure  on  the  Bavarian  army,  as  laid  down 
by  the  Bavarian  Government,  amounted  to  the  following  total,  as 
approved  by  both  Chambers,  and  classified  as  follows ; — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Ordinary  expenditure 
Extraordinary  „ 

Military  pensions 

•• 

•• 

Marks. 

48,540,513 

13,201,852 

6,956,435 

£ 

2,427,025 

660,093 

297,822 

Total  . . 

• • 

•• 

67,698,800 

3,384,940 
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These  results,  as  regarding  1892,  cannot  now  be  affected  by 
any  new  Imperial  military  legislation,  although  the  army  estimates 
for  1893  may  be  altered. 

I should  add  that  the  increase  in  the  strength  of*  the  army 
necessitated  a payment  on  the  account  by  the  Empire  to  Bavaria 
of  6,298,836  marks  (314,942/.)  for  the  period  from  October  1, 

1890,  to  March  31;  1891.  ’ ' “ 

It  will  have  been  noticed  that  the  net  income  from  the  State 
Bavarian  State  railways  is  gradually  increasing.  In  the  estimates 
for  the  twentieth  period  the  net  income  was  taken  at  38,000,000 
marks  (1,900,000/.),  while  for  the  twenty-first  period  it  is  esti- 
mated at  about  the  same  figure,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
these  estimates  are  excessively  cautious,  and  that  the  revised 
accounts  for  the  nineteenth  period,  which  were  the  last  published, 
showed  a net  income  of  no  less  than  44,800,000  marks  (2,240,000/.), 
being  no  less  than  9,000,000  marks  (450,000/.)  more  than  the 
amount  at  which  the  net  railway  income  had  been  estimated  in 
the  budget  for  that  period. 

The  payment  of  the  capital  sum  of  42,646,300  marks 
(2,132,315/.)  for  railway  improvements  out  of  surplus  income  is 
also  a very  satisfactory  feature.  - - 

But  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  a great  deal  more  remains 
to  be  done  before  it  can  be  fairly  stated  that  the  Bavarian  railways 
are  up  to  the  level  of  the  latest  European  requirements.  The 
central  position  of  Bavaria  causes  an  amount  of  through  traffic 
(largely  passenger  traffic,  demanding  rapid  trains  and  modern 
conveniences  and  comfort),  which  must  entail  great  capital  outlay 
on  better  permanent  way  and  rolling  stock,  and  improved 
appliances  generally.  Frona  a financial  point  of  view,  full 
advantage  cannot  be  taken  of  the  central  situation  of  this 
country  and  of  the  tendency  of  the  railway  income  to  increase, 
unless  a large  part  of  the  present  net  income  is  devoted  to 
permanent  improvements,  not  once  in  a way,  but  every  year  for 
several  years  to  come. 

Turning  to  the  details,  out  of  the  gross  receijjts  some 

32.000. 000  marks  (1,600,000/.)  are  passenger  receipts,  while  some 

72.000. 000  marks  (3,600,000/.)  are  goods  receipts,  the  remainder 
being  miscellaneous  and  special  receipts. 

Of  the  gross  expenditure  some  38,000,000  marks  (1,900,000/.) 
are  for  salaries  and  other  personal  payments,  while  about 

34.000. 000  marks  (1,700,000/.)  are  for  the  purchase  and  repair  of 
“materiel,”  &c. 

The  fact  that  the  passenger  receipts  increase  more  slowly 
than  the  goods  receipts  appears  due  to  the  causes  touched  upon 
above. 

The  rates  at  which  the  direct  taxes  are  levied  in  the  twenty-  Rates  of 
first  period  are  the  same  as  those  taken  for  the  nineteenth  period, 
as  described  in  my  report  (No.  795)  for  1890,  page  8. 

An  annual  charge  which  is  not  included  in  the  budget  is  that 
of  50,000  marks  (2,500/.)  for  correction  of  the  course  of  the 
Danube  in  Schwaben,  especially  provided  for  by  law  under  the 
Danube  Begulation  Scheme. 


Debt. 


14  BAVARIA. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  the  Bavarian  debt 
and  its  classification  on  December  31^  1890 : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Marks. 

£ 

Marks. 

£ 

A.  General  Debt — 

Old  unaltered  debt 

Debt  to  institutions  and  communes 
Four  per  Cent.  Premium  Loan  of 

1864  

General  Debt  in  currency  of  the 
Empire  

B.  Eailway  Debt — 

Debt  to  private  holders  bearing 

4 per  cent 

11,129,134 

53,674,632 

28,305,000 

120,679,800 

556,457 

2,683,731 

1,415,250 

6,033,990 

213,788,566 

967,460,400 

10,689,428 

48,373,020 

C.  Land  Bent  Debt  

• •• 

• •• 

152,241,191 

7,612,059 

D.  Agricultural  Rent  Debt  

... 

... 

703,125 

35,156 

Total  Bavarian  Debt  at  the  end 
of  1890  

1,334,193,282 

66,709,664 

During  the  year  1891  the  following  sums  were  paid  off: — 


Amount. 

Description. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Marks. 

£ 

By  drawings  of  the  premium  Loan  of  1866 
From  the  Debt  to  institutions  and  com- 

1,410,000 

70,600 

munes  . . . . . • 

300,000 

15,000 

From  the  Land  Rent  Debt 

1,686,000 

84,300 

Total 

3,396,000 

169,800 

But  during  1891  about  300,000  marks  (15,000/.)  were  added  to 
the  agricultural  rents  debt,  so  that  the  net  amount  paid  off  was  a 
little  over  3,000,000  marks  (150,000/.). 

The  exact  amount  of  the  agricultural  rents  debt  on  December  31 
of  each  year  can  only  be  estimated,  and  not  precisely  ascertained, 
as  the  accounts  of  this  section  of  the  debt  are  made  up  at  a 
different  period  of  the  year.  The  Bavarian  debt  at  the  end  of 
1891  therefore  stood  ; — 
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Description, 

Amount. 

[Currency. 

; Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Marks, 

£ 

Marks, 

£ 

A.  General  Debt — 

Old  unaltered  debt  

Debt  to  institutions  and  communes 
F our  per  Cent.  Premium  Loan  of 

1866  ^ 

General  Debt  in  currency  of  the  j 
Empire  1 

11,129,134 

53,374,632 

i 26,895,000 

120,679,800 

556,457 

2,668,731 

1 1,344,750 

6,033,990 

212,078,566 

10,603,928 

B.  Eailway  Debt 

i 

967,460,400 

i 4,837,020 

C.  Land  Eeut  Debt  

1 

150,555,191 

7,527,759 

D.  Agricultural  Rent  Debt  (about)  ... 

1,000,000 

1 50,000 

Total  Bavarian  Debt  at  the  end 
of  1891 

i 

1,331,094,157 

! 

1 66,554,707 

During  1892  it  is  estimated  that  the  following  sums  will  have 
been  paid  orf : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Marks. 

£ 

Drawings  of  the  Loan  of  1866  ..  .. 

1,246,000 

62,260 

Debt  to  institutions  and  communes 

150,000 

7,500 

From  the  Land  Eent  Debt— repaid  by  i 
borrowers  . . 

1,719,000 

85,950 

Total 

3,114,000 

155,700 

But  the  agricultural  rent  debt  is  estimated  to  show  an  increase 
of  over  300,000  marks  (15,000/.)  during  the  year,  leaving  a net 
diminution  of  the  debt  during  1891  of  nearly  2,800,000  marks 
(140,000/.). 

The  total  debt  of  Bavaria  is  therefore  estimated  to  stand  as 
follows  on  December  31,  1892  : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

General  Debt . . . . . . 

Eailway  Debt . . 

Land  Eent  Debt 

Agricultural  Eent  Debt 

1 

Mark  .9. 
210,683,666 
967,460,400 
148,836,191 
1,360,000 

£ 

10,534,178 

48,373,020 

7,441,809 

68,000 

Totals  .. 

•• 

•• 

1,328,340,157 

66,417,007 

The  agricultural  rent  debt,  which  thus  shows  a tendency  to 
inci’eas^,  is  limited  to  a maximum  of  2,000,000  marks  (100,000/.) 
(1420)  B 
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Service  of  the 
debt  for  the 
21st  financial 
period. 


General  debt. 


Railway  debt. 


Land  rent 
debt. 


Agricultural 
rents  debt. 


by  law,  beyond  which  it  cannot  increase.  It  consists  of  advances 
to  owners  of  land  on  good  security  for  the  benefit  of  agri- 
culture. 

The  service  of  the  debt  for  the  twenty-first  financial  period 
was  fixed  by  the  Finance  Jjaw  of  IMay  26,  1892,  as  follows  : — 


A.  General  Debt. 

Cost  of  administration  and  interest  taken  at  8,537,160  marks 
(426, 858^,  divided  into  : 3,050  marks  (153Z.)  specially  recouped 
from  the  army  estimates,  9,120  marks  (456/.)  from  surplus 
dividends,  8,524,990  marks  (426,249/.)  from  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  malt  tax.  As  sinking  fund,  150,000  marks  (7,500/,)  is  applied 
to  the  old  debt  (institutions  and  communes),  and  1,675,500  marks 
(83,775/.)  to  the  premium  loan  of  1866,  making  a total  of 
1,825,000  marks  (91,275/.)  to  be  applied  to  the  repayment  of  the 
general  debt.  But  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  figures  given 
previously  show  that  the  drawings  of  the  premium  loan  for  1892 
are  not  expected  to  amount  to  more  than  1,245,000  marks 
(62,250/.),  instead  of  1,675,000  marks  (83,775/.). 

The  total  of  1,825,000  marks  (91,275/.)  for  the  sinking  fund 
is  taken  chiefly  from  the  net  proceeds  of  the  malt  tax,  i.e.y 
1,739,900  marks  (86,995/.),  while  the  remaining  85,600  marks 
(4,280/.)  are  taken  from  special  advance  army  credits. 

The  total  of  38,931,840  marks  (1,946,592/,)  for  the  interest 
and  administration  of  the  railway  debt  is  made  up  of  37,755,381 
marks  (1,887,769/.)  from  the  ordinary  railway  revenues,  and  the 
remaining  1,176,459  mai’ks  (58,823/.)  from  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  malt  tax. 

The  net  sum  due  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  land 
rent  debt,  after  all  charges  for  sinking  fund  and  so  forth  had  been 
met,  was  441,080  marks  (22,054/.),  and  the  charge  for  the  cost 
of  administration  was  144,050  marks  (7,202/.),  both  of  which 
sums  were  taken  from  the  net  proceeds  of  the  malt  tax. 

In  the  same  way  a sum  of  5,640  marks  (282/.)  was  appro- 
priated from  the  malt  tax  for  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of 
the  agricultural  rents  debt. 

We  thus  see  that  while  the  railway  debt  remains  stationary 
and  the  agricultural  rents  debt  is  increasing  up  to  a maximum 
of  2,000,000  marks  (100,000/.),  the  land  rent  debt  is  being  paid 
off  at  a rate  of  about  one-ninetieth  part  yearly,  and  the  loan 
of  1866  at  a rate  of  about  one-twentieth  part  yearly,  and  the 
debt  to  institutions  and  communes  at  a rate  of  about  one- 
three-hundred-and-fiftieth  part  yearly.  • 

The  incidence  of  the  debt  charge  is  for  1892  nearly  9^. 
})er  head  of  the  population,  while  the  capital  amount  of  the 
debt  is  11/.  17s.  Id,  per  head. 

Both  the  capital  amount  and  the  annual  charge  are  low  in 
proportion  to  the  population  of  Bavaria  and  the  wealth  of  the 
country  as  compared  with  t;,-'  other  German  States. 
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Bavarian  Banks  in  1891. 

The  reports  of  a few  of  the  principal  Bavarian  banks  throw  Banks, 
light  on  the  financial  situation  to  some  extent. 

In  1891  the  Bayerischer  Vereins  Bank  reported  that,  in 
spite  of  the  depression  of  trade  and  general  commercial  slack- 
ness, the  position  of  the  bank  improved.  A dividend  of  8^ 
per  cent,  was  declared,  besides  “ tantiemes.”  The  net  profits 
were  2^674,251  marks  (133,712/.).  Large  purchases  had  been 
made  in  local  railway  stock  at  4 per  cent.  The  mortgage 
business  showed  a satisfactory  increase.  Agriculture  showed 
itself  in  a fairly  good  condition  from  a banking  point  of  view, 
but  a fall  took  place  in  the  value  of  real  estate. 

The  Bayerische  Hypotheken  and  Wechselbank  reported  an 
increase  of  business.  The  number  of  mortgage  bills  in  particular 
increased,  and  so  did  the  discount  business.  . 

The  Bayerischer  Landesbank  is  in  an  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition, and,  after  a stormy  meeting,  found  itself  obliged  to 
adopt  drastic  measures  for  re-organising  the  bank. 

The  business  done  by  the  Munich  branch  of  the  Beichsbank 
in  1891  showed  a slight  falHng-ofi‘  as  compared  with  1890. 
Munich  took  the  thirteenth  ])lace  among  its  branches  as  against 
the  twelfth  place  in  1890.  The  general  dividend  declared  by  the 
Beichsbank  (including  Munich)  was  7‘5i)  per  cent.,  as  against 
8*81  per  cent,  in  1890. 

The  Bayerische  Notenbank  reported  an  unsatisfactory  year. 

Great  variations  in  the  open  markets  led  to  an  unusual  decline  in 
business,  and  the  usual  rise  in  the  price  of  money  in  the  autumn 
did  not  take  place.  Nevertheless,  by  economical  management,  a 
dividend  of  9 per  cent,  was  declared. 

The  South  German  Land  Credit  Bank  reported  satisfactorily. 
Business  was  good  and  regular.  The  net  profits  of  the  bank  were 
2,049,055  marks  (102,453/.)  and  the  dividend  declared  7 per 
cent. 

The  Bayerischer  Handelsbank  reported  a good  balance  in 
spite  of  the  unfavourable  course  of  business  in  the  year.  The 
net  profits  were  1,672,042  marks  (836,021/.)  and  the  dividend 
7 per  cent,  as  in  1890. 

Kester  Bachmann  and  Co.  had  a very  bad  year  and  no 
dividend  was  declared.  This  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  failure  of 
the  United  Breweries  of  Kitzingen-Bottendorf,  with  which 'the 
bank  was  in  business  correspondence. 

The  Mrfnich  Industrie  Bank  reported  a favourable  year,  and 
divided  7^  per  cent. 

On  the  whole  the  reports  have  been  good,  and  dividends 
well  maintained,  in  spite  of  a variable  year. 


Local  Taivation  and  Local  Debts. 


Fjom  a document  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  it 
appears  that  the  local  taxation  ot  the  country  is  rapidly  in- 
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creasing,  and  the  Ministry  have  issued,  therefore,  a warning  to 
the  local  authorities  to  exercise  greater  economy  in  their  outlay, 
whether  annual  or  permanent. 

They  show  that  the  local  taxation  which,  as  explained  in  my 
report  of  1890,  consists  of  assessments  by  percentages  on  the 
national  direct  taxes,  and  also  in  local  indebtedness,  increased  as 
follows  in  the  large  towns 


Year, 

Per  cent. 

Local  Debt. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1882  

85 

Marks. 

86,922,025 

£ 

4,336,101 

1886  

88 

104,545,391 

5,227,269 

1889  

93 

124,460,834 

6,223,042 

% 

In  the  other  communes  right  of  the  Khine  it  was  : — 


Tear. 

Per  cent. 

‘ Local  Debt. 

Currency, 

Sterling. 

1882  

1 

60  i 

Marks. 

37,848,499 

£ 

1,892,425 

1886  

58 

33,096,206 

1,654,810 

1889  

62  } 

35,600,581 

1,780,000 

In  the  Pfalz,  town  and  country:— 


Year. 

! Per  cent. 

Local  Debt. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1882  ] 

136 

Marks, 

8,061,223 

£ 

403,061 

1886  1 

145 

8,948,030 

447,402 

1889  1 

] 

146 

12,229,922 

611,496 

Taking  the  whole  kingdom  together,  tlie  percentages  are 
classified  as  follows  : — 
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Number  of  Communes. 

Amount  of 

Percentage. 

1882. 

1886. 

1889. 

651 

718 

662 

1 to  50 

2,689 

2,548 

2,291 

51  100 

2,685 

2,873 

2,984 

101  250 

1,740 

1,642 

1,849 

251  300 

122 

117 

118 

301  350 

56 

64 

58 

351  and  over 

85 

65 

65 

We  thus  see  that  the  percentage  assessments  rose  markedly 
in  the  large  towns  and  in  the  Pfalz,  and  so  did  the  local  debts. 
Taking  the  whole  country  the  percentages  are  increasing. 

However  necessary  such  economy  by  the  local  authorities 
may  be,  this  increase  of  local  taxation  is  not  at  present  a serious 
evil,  and  it  is  certainly  not  confined  to  Bavaria.  The  facts 
cited  in  the  course  of  this  report  show  that  the  general  financial 
position  of  the  country  is  thoroughly  sound.  Another  small 
indication  of  this  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  real  property  was  sold 
in  1883  to  the  value  of  52,000,000  marks  (2,600,000/.),  but  the 
sales  in  1889  rose  to  the  value  of  192,000,000  marks  (9,600,000/.), 
indicating  the  increase  in  the  wealth  of  the  country. 


Financial 
position  of 
Bavaria 
satisfactory. 
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Consul-General  Elias  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Meshed,  September  3,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Report  on  the 
Trade  of  Northern  Khorasan  for  the  Financial  Year  1891-92, 
together  with  Returns  of  Imports • and  Exports  for  the  same 
period. 

This  Report  has  been  delayed  owing  to  the  severe  epidemic  of 
cholera  which  broke  out  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Financial  Year,  and  which  paralysed  business  and  prevented,  for 
some  months,  the  verification  of  the  information  which  had  been 
collected  during  the  past  year. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  N.  ELIAS. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Northern  Khorasan  for  the  Year  1891-92. 
Abstract  of  Contents. 
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PERSIA. 


Introduction. 


Trade* 

British 
imports — 
Tea. 


In  Persia  statistics,  especially  those  relating  to  trade,  are,  at 
all  times,  most  difficult  to  obtain.  The  customs  are  farmed  and 
the  object  of  the  farmer  is  to  show  either  that  he  has  lost  by 
Ids  bargain  or  that  his  profits  have  been  exceedingly  small.  At 
centres,  where  an  agent  of  the  British  Government  resides,  it  is, 
however,  possible,  with  some  care  and  trouble,  to  obtain  fairly 
correct  returns.  The  provinces  of  Khorasan  and  Sistan  comprises 
territory  some  200,000  square  miles  in  extent,  and  the  British 
Government  has  no  agents  or  sub-agents  at  any  town  in  those 
provinces  except  at  Meshed.  At  Jam  and  Daragez  there  are 
news-writers,  but  these  men  cannot  collect  statistics.  Last  year 
returns  of  trade  were  furnished  for  the  whole  of  Khorasan,  but  it 
has  since  been  found  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  figures 
furnished  from  outlying  districts.  It  has  been  thought  advisable, 
therefore,  this  year  to  give  only  figures  which  can  to  a certain 
extent  be  verified,  and  to  exclude  all  trade  except  that  of  Meshed, 
Kuchan,  and  Bujnurd.  No  comparison  can  be  drawn  from  the 
figures  now  given,  either  between  the  trade  of  last  year  or  of 
this,  or  even  between  British  and  Russian  trade,  inasmuch  as  a 
large  amount  of  trade  between  Khorasan  and  India  has  been 
omitted,  for  want  of  information,  whereas  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Russian  trade  with  Khorasan  has  been  shown.  The  sterling 
figures  of  last  year  also  cannot  be ‘compared  with  those  of  this 
year,  as  in  the  former  case  the  rate  was  calculated  at  34  krans 
( 1/.),  and  now  it  has  been  calculated  at  38  krans  (H.)*  If  the 
British  Government  had  agents  posted  at  Yezd  and  Kirman,  the 
whole  of  the  Indian  trade  with  Khorasan  could  be  correctly 
computed,  as  all  goods  pass  by  those  two  routes.  Until  that 
happens,  or  until  agents  of  the  British  Government  are  posted 
at  the  chief  towns  in  Khorasan,  it  is  useless  to  attempt  to  furnish 
information,  the  greater  part  of  which  would  be  unreliable.  At 
present  the  figures  for  Kuchan  and  Bujnurd  are  obtained  with 
much  difficulty,  and  it  is  possible  that  next  year  they  too  may 
fail.  In  that  case  the  report  will  have  to  be  confined  to  the  town 
of  Meshed  only,  and  will  have  this  advantage  that  it  would  be 
fairly  correct  as  to  statistics  and  would  contain,  in  other  respects, 
trustworthy  information. 

On  the  whole,  both  British  and  Russian  trade  has  improved. 

A larger  quantity  of  both  green  and  black  tea  was  imported. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  green  tea  is  from  China  and  passes  on  to 
Central  Asia.  The  Indian  green  tea  is  considered  of  very 
inferior  quality,  and  is  used  only  by  the  Meshed  traders  to  mix 
with  the  (Chinese  tea  they  dispatch  to  Merv,  Bokhara, 
Nevertheless  about  100,000  lbs.  of  this  tea  was  imported  into 
Meshed  last  year.^  In  Persia  black  tea  is  almost  universally 
drunk.  The  favourite  tea  now  is  what  is  called  telai,”  or 
golden,  and  is  Assam. tea  .sent  from . Calcutta.  There  is  another 
tea  also  called  here  Indian  black  tea,  whioh  comes  fix)m  Kangra 
via  Bombay,  and  for  which  there  is  a good  demand. 

The  enormous  difference  betweeu  the  .figures  shown  in  the 
last '-report  and  this*  ononis  partly  due*  to  the  cause  already 
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explained,  viz.,  that  the  southern  and  western  districts  are  not 
included,  and  also  to  the  facts  that  a quantity  of  the  indigo 
imported  in  1890-91  remained  on  hand,  and  that  the  crop  in 
India  was  exceedingly  bad. 

The  trade  in  Indian  piece-goods  increased  considerably.  A Piece-goods, 
larger  quantity  was  imported,  especially  of  cotton  prints,  which 
are  greatly  in  demand. 

The  trade  in  Indian  muslins  also  improved.  Muslin. 

Most  of  these  come  by  post  and  pay  no  duty,  so  it  is  difficult  Cashmere 
to  estimate  the  actual  value  of  the  shawls  imported,  but  the  shawls, 
figures  now  given  are  the  value  of  those  which  are  known  to 
have  been  received. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  value  of  Russian  sugar  imported,  Russian 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that,  all  other  sugars  having  been  driven 
out  of  the  market,  the  Russian  Government  on  May  1,  1891, 
discontinued  the  bounty  it  had  hitherto  granted  on  all  Russian 
sugar  exported  to  Khorasan. 

The  knowledge  that  this  order  was  to  take  effect,  caused  a 
great  quantity  of  sugar  to  be  exported  in  the  early  part  of  the  , 
year  1891,  while  much  also  remained  on  hand. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  value  of  Russian  piece-goods  Piece  goods, 
imported,  because  the  market  had  been  over-stocked.  But  there 
■ is  no  doubt  that  the  Russian  goods  are  daily  improving.  Patterns 
of  Rnglish  and  Indian  chintzes  are  sent  from  Meshed  to  Russia, 
and  similar  material  and  patterns  are  manufactured,  so  that  now 
it  is  difficult  in  many  cases  to  distinguish  Russian  from  British 
chintz. 

The  trade  in  these  articles  has  Increased  considerably.  Glassware, 

A large  amount  of  these  goods  did  not  come  near  either  Goods  im- 
Meshed  or  Kuchan,  and  entered  Khorasan  by  Sarakhs.  The 
value  of  skins  last  year  should  have  been  25,000  tumans  and  not  j^okhaia 
88,052  tumans. 

Most  of  these  goods  do  not  come  near  Meshed.  The  value  of  Afghanistan 
carpets  and  woollen  bags  last  year  should  have  been  4,500  tumans  imports, 
and  not  10,000  tumans,  and  of  wool  1,755  tumans  and  not 
6,765  tumans. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  broad- cloth  imported  Imports  via 
by  this  long  land  route,  but  a distinct  falling-off  in  the  value  of 
other  goods  imported.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  correctly  the  Teheran, 
ratio  of  British,  French,  Australian  and  other  European  goods. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  exports,  such  as  opium,  saffron,  wool,  Exports  to 
silk,  and  asafoetida,  went  from  the  districts  and  southern 
Khorasan  and  did  not  come  near  Meshed.  A much  larger  To  Russia, 
quantity  of  both  wool  and  cotton,  and  in  fact  of  the  other  goods, 
was  exported  to  Russia. 

There  is  very  little  trade  between  the  town  of  Meshed  and  Exports  to 
Afghanistan.  Afghanistan. 

The  value  of  the  foreign  goods  which  passed  through  Meshed  Exchange, 
and  Kuchan  to  Afghanistan  was  27,899  tumans,  and  probably 
four  times  that  amount  was  exported  from  Khorasan. 
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The  value  of  silver  underwent  great  fluctuations  during  the 
year,  and  is  now  as  low  as  it  has  ever  been.  In  last  year’s  report 
the  rate  was  calculated  at  34  krans  (H.),  this  year  it  has  been 
calculated  at  38  krans  (1/  ). 

In  the  last  report  it  was  stated  that  a camel  load  of  goods 
could  reach  Meshed  from  our  railway  terminus  at  (Shaman  via 
Baluchistan  and  Sistan  in  40  days,  whereas  a load  from  Bandar  - 
Abbas  takes  from  75  days  to  90  days.  Apparently  in  the  former 
case  mule  and  not  camel  marches  were  meant.  Supposing  the  route 
followed  in  the  former  case  were  by  Nushki  and  Sistan,  the 
distance  to  Birjand  would  be  about  780  miles,  whereas  from 
Bandar  Abbas  to  the  same  point  it  is  not  more  than  550  miles ; 
the  former  road  is  no  better  than  the  latter,  there  is  a desert  to 
cross  with  no  supplies  and  in  some  places  no  water,  and  there  is 
less  safety.  For  these  reasons  it  is  necessary  to  travel  more 
quickly.  Bandar  Abbas  is  really  only  40  mule  marches  from 
Meshed,  but  camel  caravans  take  generally  from  70  to  90  days  on 
the  journey. 

The  revenue  of  Khorasan  and  Sistan  for  the  year  1891-92  ' 
was  759,839  tumans  against  731,672  tumans  for  1890-91.  The 
total  expenditure  was  461,687  tumans,  and  the  amount  remitted 
to  Teheran  298,152  tumans.  Details  are  given  in  the  following 
tables. 


Table  showing  Kevenue  and  Expenditure  of^  Khorasan  and  Sistan  for  the  Year  1891-92. 
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Customs. 


Mines. 


Population. 


British 

subjects. 


Rus'ian 

subjects. 


Landed 

property. 


Crops. 

The  carpet 
industry. 


The  customs  of  Khorasan  were  farmed  this  year  for  67,000 
tumans. 

British  traders  should  now  pay,  according  to  Treaty,  only 
5 per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  goods  landed  at  Bandar  Abbas  for 
Meshed,*  instead  of,  as  formerly,  sums  amounting  to  a total  of 
from  7 per  cent,  to  9 per  cent,  at  the  various  towns  through 
which  the  goods  passed.  This  has  resulted  in  great  obstruction 
on  the  part  of  the  Persian  customs  officials  at  Kirmau,  Yezd,  and 
Meshed,  because,  the  customs  being  farmed  by  these  men,  the 
loss  of  the  duty  which  was  formerly  paid  on  British  goods  at 
those  towns  has  been  a personal  loss  to  them.  The  British 
traders  have  suffered  much  in  consequence,  and  there  being  no 
British  agent  at  either  Kirman  or  Yezd,  the  officials  there  have 
been  able  to  exercise  almost  unlimited  tyranny.  Although 
British  consignments  were  provided  with  jawazes,”  or  passes, 
showing  that  5 per  cent,  on  their- value  had  been  levied  at  Bandar 
Abbas  and  that  no  more  could  be  taken,  these  officials  did  not 
hesitate  to  compel  all  loads  to  bo  taken  into  their  custom-houses, 
where  they  were  frequently  opened  and  duty  exacted  on  them. 
The  ‘^jawazes”  were  then,  in  some  cases,  altered  and  the  goods 
sometimes  detained  a fortnight  or  even  longer.  These  irregularities 
still  continue  and  will  probably  continue  until  a British  Consular 
officer  is  sent  to  those  places  to  protect  British  interests. 

The  turquoise  mines  were  farmed  for  11,000  tumans.  It  is 
believed  that  the  value  of  the  out-turn  has  not  been  much  less 
than  100,000  tumans.  The  mining  corporation  has  not  yet 
commenced  operations  in  Khorasan.  At  about  20  miles  from 
Meshed,  and  near  where  the  cholera  camp  of  the  Consulate- 
General  this  year  was  pitched,  coal  was  discovered  close  to  the 
surface  and  about  half-a-ton  was  easily  extracted.  Specimens 
will  be  sent  to  Teheran.  It  is  of  good  appearance,  but  very 
friable. 

There  is  no  possible  means  of  arriving  at  a correct  estimate  of 
the  population.  It  is  probably  something  over  500,000  for 
Khorasan  - and  50,000  for ' Meshed,  of  which  about  8,000  are 
pilgrims. 

Besides  the  members  of  the  British  Consulate-General  there 
were  last  year  25  registered  British  subjects  (heads  of  families)  in 
Khorasan ; of  these  10  are  for  the  most  part  well-to-do  Indian 
merchants  resident  in  Meshed.  There  are  also  7 or  8 traders 
constantly  passing  between  India,  Meshed,  and  Bokhara,  and  a 
few  Hindoos  at  Khaf. 

There  are  about  400  Russian  subjects  in  Meshed,  chiefly 
Armenians  and  Turks  (from  Tiflis  and  Baku).  They  have  about 
100  houses  and  shops. 

Landed  property  rose  in  value  by  one-tenth  during  1891-92. 
Several  new  caravanserais  were  built,  and  Russian  subjects  also 
built  many  houses. 

All  the  crops  were  excellent,  especially  the  corn  and  opium. 

A few  general  remarks  on  the  carpet  industry  in  Khorasan 
may  not  be  out  of  place  in  this  report : — 


meshed. 


{a)  Carpets  are  made  all  over  Khorasan,  but  the  localities ' 
where  they  are  specially  produced  are  the  city  of  Meshed,  Birjand, 
and  Turshiz. 

(h)  All  Khorasan  carpets  are  piled  carpets,  or  “ kali,”  a 
word  that  is  not  applicable  to  any  other  kind  of  floor-cloth. 

(c)  The  different  kinds  are  known  sometimes  by  the  different 
patterns  and  colours  of  which  they  are  composed,  but  usually  only' 
by  the  names  of  the  places  where  they  are  produced,  such  as  ^ 
Kaini,  Meshedi,  Baluchi,  Turshizi. 

{d)  The  carpets  of  certain  localities  have  always  some  dis- 
tinction or  superiority  over  those  of  other  places,  and  the  carpet 
industry  is  in  a more  flourishing  condition  in  some  localities  than 
in  others. 

(e)  Though  carpets  are  woven  all  over  Khorasan — not  only  in 
the  towns  and  villages,  but  also  in  the  tents  of  the  nomad  tribes 
— a large  proportion  are  made  for  the  use  of  the  people  them- 
selves and  not  for  trade. 

(/)  At  present  carpets  of  fine  quality  are  manufactured  for 
trade  in  the  two  districts  of  Kain  and  Turshiz,  but  good  carpets  are 
also  made  in  Meshed.  For  some  10  years  past,  traders  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  giving  instructions  to  weavers  on  the  subject  of 
carpets  to  be  exported  to  foreign  countries,  and  these  carpets  are 
said  to  fetch  better  prices. 

(g)  In  Kain  the  authorities  and  leading  men  are  personally 
fond  of  carpets,  and  as  they  themselves  give  instructions  to  the 
weavers  a very  fine  class  with  good  patterns  and  colours  is  turned 
out.  These  are  regarded  as  superior  to  the  Meshed  manu- 
facture. 

(Jl)  All  the  different  classes  of  carpets  are  made  in  varying 
sizes.  Large  ones  measure  up  to  40  feet  by  16f  feet,  and  small  ones 
from  5 feet  by  2^  feet  up  to  6f  feet  by  3^  feet.  A good  quality 
of  carpets  measuring  10  feet  by  3^  feet,  and  even  smaller,  are 
Avoven  by  the  nomads,  and  especially  by  the  Baluchis. 

(?')  All  indigenous  dyes  used  in  the  manufacture  of  carpets 
are  obtained  from  vegetables.  Aniline  dyes  imported  from 
Europe  were  used  formerly  in  Meshed,  but  were  discontinued 
when  it  was  found  that  the  carpets  containing  them  did  not  sell 
well.  Carpets  of  inferior  quality  made  at  Birjand  contain 
anilines,  but  those  of  better  quality  which  are  made  to  order 
do  not. 

{j)  All  parts  of  Khorasan  where  carpets  are  made  produce 
wool,  but  in  places  such  as  Meshed,  Turshiz,  and  Kain,  where 
they  are  made  for  trade,  a portion  of  the  wool  required  is  obtained 
from  neighl louring  districts.  There  is  not  much  difterence  in  the 
quality  of  the  wool  produced  by  the  different  districts  of 
Khorasan,  but  that  of  the  Baluch  tribes  is  reckoned  to  be  the 
best.  The  reasons  given  for  this  superiority  are  that  most  of 
their  sheep  are  white  and  that  the  Baluchis  wash  their  avooI 
better  than  other  tribes. 

{k)  But  Khorasan  carpets  are  not  made  entirely  from  wool. 
The  woof  is  of  wool  while  the  warp  is  cotton.  The  pile  is  entirely 
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of  wool,  because  wool  is  more  durable  than  any  other  material. 
In  ancient  times  silk  \vas  occasionally  used  for  the  pile,  and  even 
now  carpets  can  be  made  with  a silk  pile  if  specially  ordered. 

(/)  The  looms  used  for  weaving  carpets  in  towns  are  always 
put  up  indoors  ; those  in  the  country  sometimes  indoors  and  some- 
times out  of  doors. ' But  carpets  of  the  better  quality,  even  in 
the  country,  are  usually  made  indoors  to  save  them  from  the 
dust.  The  weavers  in  the  towns  are  entirely  men  and  boys,  those 
in  the  country  usually  women. 

(in)  As  far  as  is  known  there  is  no  difference  in  the  methods 
pursued  by  the  ancient  and  the  modern  weaver,  and  though  old 
car jDets  are  occasionally  seen  of  superior  quality  to  any  of  modern 
production,  there  appears  to  be  no  “ lost  art.” 


MESHED. 
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Beturn  of  Articles  Imported  into  Northern  Khbfasan  via  Bombay, 
Bandar  Abbas,  and  Kirman  (or  Yezd)  during  „ the  Year 
• 1891-92.  ' - * 


Articles. 

Value. 

Remarks. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Tumans. 

£ 

501,372  tumans  worth  passed  on 
to  Russian  territory  (including  a 
large  quantity  which  remained 
on  hand  from  the  year  1890-91). 

Tea,  green 

478,760 

125,987 

„ black 

80,715 

21,241 

61,236  tumans  worth  passed  on  to 
Russian  territory. 

Indigo..  .. 

23,440 

6,168 

400  tumans  worth  came  through 
Afghanistan,  and  13,160  tumans 
worth  passed  on  to  Russian 
territory. 

Sheetings 

9,895 

2,604 

1 11,731  tumans  worth  passed  on 

liongcloth,  bleached  . . 

„ unbleached 

19,238 

6,962 

5,062 

1,829 

r to  Russian  territory. 

Cotton  prints . . 

18,690 

4,918 

9,034  tumans  worth  passed  on  to 
Russian  territory. 

Muslin  . . . . 

33,845 

8,907 

29,070  tumans  worth  passed  on 
to  Russian  territory. 

Turkey-reds  . . 

500 

132 

Other  piece-goods 

32,610 

8,582 

26,04?  tumans  worth  passed  on 
to  Russian  territory. 

Cashmere  shawls 

5,220 

1,374 

Cotton  yarn  , . 

9,840 

2,689 

Velvet.. 

250 

66 

Copper,  sheet . . 

. 12,956 

3,409 

Tin,  soft 

144 

■ ' 38  ' 

„ sheet  ..  .. 

, , 

, * 

1 . ■ - • 

Brass,  sheet  . . 

1,600 

421 

■ 

China  basins,  small  . . 

3,245 

■ ' 854  ■ 

Pepper. . 

6,812 

1,793 

i 

Cinnamon 

984 

259 

Ginger,  preserved  .. 

1,111 

292 

„ dried . . 

185 

49 

Coffee 

40 

11 

Iron  . • . . 

• • 

Sugar  ..  .• 

• • 

Drugs  . . 

2,438 

642 

Books  . . 

1,846 

485' 

China  and  glassware  . • 

, . 

Glass  beads,  &c. 

671 

177 

1 

Spices  . . . . , . 

232 

61 

i 

Reeds  (pens)  . . 

188 

' 49 

1 

Tamarind 

214 

56 

Miscellaneous.. 

500 

132; 

Total  . . 

1 753,110 

1 

198,187 

* 
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Keturn  of  Articles  Imported  into  Northern  Khorasan  from 
Eussian  Territory  during  the  Year  1891’-92. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Sugar  ..  •• 

Tumans. 

147,437 

£ 

38,799 

Candles 

10,421 

' 2,742 

Kerosine  oil 

20,513 

5,398 

Piece-goods. . 

188,925 

49,717 

Broadeloth  . . 

4,145 

1,091 

Silk 

6,400 

1,684 

Iron,  iron  goods,  nails,  &c. 

17,858 

4,699 

Steel 

2,347 

618 

j China  and  glassware 

20,147 

5,302 

Brassware  trays,  candlesticks,  &c. 

2,384 

627 

Woollen  goods 

450 

118 

Gold  lace,  &c. 

3,150 

829 

Paper  . . . . . . . . 

2,421 

637 

Glass  panes  and  mirrors  .. 

682 

180 

Brass 

1,260 

332 

' .,  and  other  wires 

120 

32 

Lead,  zinc,  and  tin  . . 

1,050 

276 

Sewing  machines  ..  ..  1 

450 

118 

Vitriol 

1,396 

367 

Sal-ammoniac  ..  .. 

195 

51 

Drugs 

173 

46 

Cochineal  . . 

2,417 

636 

Cutler}',  haberdashery,  fancy 

goods,  &c.  . . . . I 

2,095 

551 

Matche.s 

1,449 

381 

Aniline  dyes 

300  ' 

79 

Leather 

6,667 

1,755 

Hides  and  skins  . . . . , . 

6,152 

1,619 

Cotton  yarn 

300 

79 

„ ropes  . . , , , , 

1,843 

' 485 

Sack-cloth  . . 

6,162 

' 1,622 

Sacks 

87 

1 23 

Cigarettes  and  tobacco 

323 

85 

Chairs 

514 

135 

Amber  .. 

1,150 

303  ' 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  . 

1,366 

360  " 

Total 

462,749 

121,776 

Goods  imported  from  Bokhara  and 
Merv — 

Wool  

3,986 

1,049 

Carpets 

1,050 

276 

Camel-hair  eloth  . . . . , . 

1,700 

447 

Hides  

3,890 

1,024 

Skins  . • 

4,992 

1,314 

Leather  ..  ..  ..  .. 

2,165 

570 

Silk,  raw 

3,800 

1,000 

piece  . . 

Saddle-cloths 

2,400 

632 

35 

9 

Pumpkin  seeds 

8,000 

2,105 

Manna  .. 

150 

39 

Opium  ..  ..  .. 

, , 

iMiscellaneous 

490 

, ”129 

Total 

32,658 

j 8,694 

Grand  total  . . 

495,407 

130,370 

MESHED, 
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Return  of  Articles  Imported  into  Northern  Khorasan  via 
Turkey,  Tabreez,  and  Teheran  during  the  Year  1891-92. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Tumans. 

£ 

Broadcloth  . . 

15,050 

8,960 

Eongcloth  (bleached) 

gS5 

233 

Piece-goods  and  handkerchiefs 

51,500 

13,553 

Matches 

600 

158 

China  and  glassware 

1,200  i 

316 

Cutlery,  watches,  fancy  goods,  &c. 

10,470 

2,755 

Percussion  caps 

• • 

120 

32 

Cochineal  , . 

40 

11 

Paper 

200 

53 

Ribbon,  silk  cord,  &c. 

240  ! 

63 

Velvets  and  velveteens 

1,050 

276 

Silks 

1,250 

829 

Woollen  goods  .. 

750 

197 

Glass  beads,  &c 

2,050 

539 

Brass  sheets 

• • 

200 

53 

Total  . . 

• • 

85,605 

22,528 

Return  of  Articles  Imported  into  Northern  Khorasan  from 
Afghanistan  during  the  Year  1891-92. 


I 


Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

• 

Tumans. 

' £ 

Postins  . . . . . , ' * . . 

' 1,294  • 

^ 341 

Barak  . . . 

645  ' 

[ 170 

Carpets  and  woollen  bags . . 

4,300 

1,132 

Wool  

■’  1,685 

443 

Sheep  and  lamb  skins  . . * . . 

7,573  i 

1,993 

Pistachios  , . 

2,730  1 

718 

Silk,  raw  . . . . . , ’ . . 

1,050  ' 

276 

Seeds 

763  i 

201 

Manna 

20  1 

5 

Opium  , , 

3,640 

958 

Dyes . . 

1,096  ' 

288 

Horse  clothing  ..  ..  ,. 

470  i 

124 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . 

91 

24 

Total  ..  ..  ‘ .. 

* ' 25,357  1 

J 6,673 

12 
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Return  of  Articles  Exported  from  Meshed  to  India  during  the 

Year  1891-92. 


Articles, 

Yalue, 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Tumans. 

£ 

Turquoises  . . . . . . • • . . 

8,000 

2,105 

Silk,  piece  . . 

4,400 

1,158 

Sheep  skins. . 

220 

58 

Opium 

9,550 

2,513 

' Total  

22,170 

5,834 

Return  of  Articles  Exported  from  f Northern  Khorasan  to 


Russian  Territory  during  the  Year  1891-92. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Tumans. 

£ ' 

• Wool  .. 

244,568 

64,357 

Cotton  . . . . . . 

266,395 

70,104 

Almonds 

2,261 

595 

Corn  (wheat,  barley,  &c.) . . 

2,152 

566 

Dried  fruits 

8,278 

2,178 

Tobacco  .. 

1,038 

273 

Shawls  . . . . . • • . 

5,975 

1,572 

Carpets  . . . . . . 

17,740 

4,668 

Skins  . . . . . . 

14,884 

3,917 

Silk  (raw)  . . . . . . • . 

1,210 

• 319 

„ (piece) . . . . . . . . 

2,770 

729 

Turquoises  . . . . . . . . 

70>G00 

18,421 

Walnuts 

644 

170 

Castor  seeds  . . . • 

726 

191 

Leather  . . . . . « 

3,412 

898 

Country  cloths  and  prints. . 

4,882 

1,286 

26 

7 

Postins  ..  .*  ..  •• 

3,934 

1,035 

Socks  ..  ..  ..  .. 

540 

142 

Cotton  shoes 

•795  . 

209 

Saddlery  and  horse  trappings 

805 

212 

Copper  utensils  . . . . . . 

243 

64 

Copper  ore  . . . . . . . . 

294 

77 

Sheep  guts  . . . . . . • • 

•452 

119 

1,447 

381 

Fruits  ..  ..  .. 

1,478 

389 

Asafoetida  . . 

366 

96 

Sour  oranges  ..  .. 

252 

66 

Cattle,  fowls,  eggs,  &c.  . . . . 

2,158 

568 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  •* 

2,305 

607 

Total  ..  ••  ••  •• 

662,020 

174,215 

MESHED, 


13 


Re  TURN  of  Articles  Exported  from  Meshed  to  Afghanistan 
during  the  Year  1891-92. 


A rticles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Copper  utensils  . . . . 

Tumans. 

45 

£ 

12 

Country  cloths  and  prints 

255 

67 

Turquoises  . , , , . , 

10,000 

2,632 

Silk  (piece) 

1,950 

513 

Shawls  . . 

300 

79 

Henna 

88 

23 

Earthenware  goods 

100 

26 

Miscellaneous 

345 

91 

Total  . • 

.. 

13,083 

3,443 

Foreign  Goods  passing  through  i 
Meshed  to  Afghanistan  — 
Piece-goods. . . . , . 

14,350 

3,776 

Sugar  

11,418 

3,005 

Iron  and  steel 

446 

117 

„ manufactures 

50 

13 

Candles 

150 

40 

China  and  glassware 

750 

197 

Spices 

130 

34 

Cutlery,  haberdashery, 
goods,  &c. 

fancy 

• • 

300 

79 

Glass  panes  and  mirrors  . . 

103 

27 

Lead 

50 

13 

Matches  . . . . . . 

40 

11 

Kerosene  oil  ...  . . 

a • 

, . ‘ 112 

30 

Total 

27,899 

7,342 

Grand  total  . , 

•• 

40,982 

10,785 
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5|d. 
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Id.  , 

1079.  Brindisi 

• 0 

2d. 

1021. ^'Adrianople 

1022.  Tripoli  ' 

id 

1080.  New  York  . . 

, , 

' 2d. 

Id  I 

1081.  San  Francisco. . 

o • 

l^d. 

1023.  Jerusalem 

Id. 

1082  Frankfort 

4d. 

1024.  Odessa.. 

6d. 

1083.  Hiogo,. 

lid. 

1025.  Genoa.. 

lid. 

1084.  Tokio  .. 

Ud. 

1026.  Kiungchow 

Id. 

1085.  Amsterdam  . . 

Id. 

1027.  Batoum 

4id. 

1086.  San  Francisco . , 

, , 

3d. 

1028  Buenos  Ayres. . 

id. 

1087.  Bangkok 

id. 

1029.  Batavia 

Id. 

1088.  Soul  .. 

, , 

Ud. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

^d. 

1089.  Chiengmai 

Id. 

1031.  San  Jose 

id. 

1090.  Copenhagen  .. 

. • 

id. 

1032.  Manila.. 

Ud 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

id. 

1033.  Marseilles 

Id. 

1092.  Bushire 

2d. 

1034.  Swatow 

Id. 

1093.  Tamsui 

Id. 

1035.  Paris  ,. 

Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

Id. 

1036.  Icliang 

5d.  i 

1095.  Port  Said 

Id. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala 

id. 

1038.  Foochow 

Id. 

1097.  Chungking 

, , 

9d. 

1039.  Brest  .. 

Id.  1 

1098.  Nagasaki 

Id. 

1040.  Madeira 

d.  i 

1099.  Constantinople 

• • 

2d. 

1C41.  Antwerp 

Ud.  ; 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres, . 

• • 

Jd. 

1042.  Taganrog 

21d,  , 

1101.  Shanghai 

• • 

• • 

2d. 

1043.  Algiers 

2id.  1 

1102.  Jeddah 

, , 

. • 

id. 

1044.  Hankow 

lid. 

1103.  Chicago 

• • 

3d. 

1045.  Nantes. . 

lid. 

1104.  Erzeroum 

Ul. 

1046.  Belgrade 

2d. 

1105.  Loanda 

3d 

1047.  Fiume  .c. 

Id. 

1106.  Macao  . . 

1048.  Wuliu  .. 

Id. 

1107.  Canton.. 

, , 

Id. 

1049.  Cagliari 

Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo  .. 

Ud. 

1050.  Erzeroum 

Id. 

1109.  Tunis  .. 

Ud. 

1051.  Syra  .. 

Id.  , 

1110.  Sofia  .. 

3d. 

1052.  Cherbourg 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei.. 

lid. 

1053.  Lima  .. 

Id. 

1112.  Athens.. 

. . 

2^. 

1054.  Bilbao 

Ud. 

1113.  Alexandria 

. , 

2d. 

1055.  Cadiz  . . 

2d. 

1114.  Vienna.. 

Id. 

1056.  Corunna 

2id. 

1115.  Stettin., 

2id, 

1057.  Saigon 

Id. 

1116.  Berne  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

Id. 

1117.  Palermo 

, . 

. . 

2id. 

1059.  Trebizond 

Id. 

1118.  Tokio  .. 

. . 

. . 

lid. 

1060.  Barcelona 

lid. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

, , 

, . 

3d. 

1061.  Tainan 

Id. 

1120.  Teneriffe 

. . 

Id. 

1062.  Smyrna 

Ud. 

1121.  Damascus  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1063.  Old  Calabar 

hi. 

1122.  Naples . . 

2d. 

1064.  Samba.. 

id.,  I 

1123.  Hakodate 

. , 

. . 

Id. 

1065.  Tahiti.. 

id.  1 

1124.  Montevideo 

. . 

2id. 

1066.  Chefoo.. 

6d.  i 

1125.  Stockholm 

.. 

Ud. 

1067.  Gothenburg 

2d. 

1126,  Dantzig 

. . 

. . 

2d. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres,. 

lid. 

1127.  The  Hague 

.. 

Ud. 

1069.  Loanda 

lid. 

1128.  Odessa.. 

Id. 

1070.  Guatemala 

Id. 

1129.  Berne  .. 

la^d. 

1071.  Zanzibar 

Id. 

1130.  Malaga..  .• 

. . 

. . 

3d. 

1072.  Charleston 

2id. 

1131.  Kome  . . 

2.1d 

1073.  Nice  . . 

Id. 

1132.  St.  Jago  de  Cuba 

. . 

4^d. 

1074.  Caracas 

Id. 

1133.  Munich 

.. 

Ud. 

1075.  Lisbon. . 

2d. 

1134,  Meshed  •• 

.. 

.. 

Id. 

V 


No.  1135. 


-Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No,  992.. 


ECUADOR, 

GUAYAQUIL. 

, ,1  . 

Consul  Chainhers  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery.  . , 

My  Lord,  Guayaquil,  October  8,  18^2.  • ’ 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  herewith  a. 
Supplementary  Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  this 
Republic  for  the  Year  1891,  and  on  the  proposed  reformation  in- 
Custom-house  Laws  passed  by  the  recent  Congress,  but  vetoed 
by  the  President ; and  also  on  the  Estimates  for  Government 
Revenue  and  Expenditure  sanctioned  by  the  same  Congress,  and 
also  vetoed  by  the  President. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  GEO.  CHAMBERS. 


Supplementary  Report  on  the  Trade  ami  Commerce  of  Ecuador 
for  the  Yea?*  189]*  and  on  the  Estimates  for  Revenue  ,ajid- 
Expenditure , of  1893-94.  , , 

Abstract  of  (Jontents. 


Imports  uud  ex porLs — ' 

Total  values  for  1891  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , I ' 

Value  of  imports  from  different  countries  (proportioiiulc)  ,.  ^ -2 

Yaluc‘of  exports  to  different  countries  (proportionate)  ..  ..  ..  .2  , 

Total  value  of  coasting  trade  . . . . . . ' . . . . . 2 ' 

Distribution  of  value  of  imports  of  principal  articles  imported  . . ..  2 

„ ,,  exports  ,,  „ exported  . . . . 3 

Propo.sed  new  custoni-liouse  law  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Details  of  estimate  of  Government  revenue  and  expenditure  for  1893.  , r-  3 


Irade  and  Commerce. 

I 

During  the  past  few  months  the  statistical  dejiai  tment  of  the  TraJe  and 
custom-iiouse  of  Guayaquil  has  been  occupied  in  preparing  and  oommerce. 
publishing  a report  on  commerce  for  the  year  1891  for  flie  whole 
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ECUADOK. 


Imports  find 
txports. 


of  the  Republic  of  Ecuador.  This  has  now  been  published,  and 
the  following  details  are  obtained  from  this  report. 

Imports  and  Exports, 

The  estimated  total  value  of  imports  from  all  countries  has 
been  stated  at  7,241,095  sucres  40  c.  ( ] ,034,442/.j,  and  the  exports 
at  7,351,800  sucres  34  c.  (1,050,257/.).  It  is,  however,  to  be 
remarked  that  these  figures  are  probably  about  20  per  cent,  under 
the  correct  values  in  both  cases,  as  the  cases  of  the  import  values 
taken  are  the  invoice  cost,  not  including  the  freight  and  expenses 
prepaid  in  foreign  countries,  and  that  of  the  export  values  is  the 
market  price  in  Guayaquil,  not  including  packing  expenses  and 
export  duties.  In  both  cases  the  values  are  taken  from  mer- 
chants* declarations  in  the  documents  presented  to  the  various 
custom-houses  of  the  Republic. 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  exports  were 
in  excess  of  imports  in  value,  to  the  amount  of  110,704  sucres 
94  c.  (15,815/.). 

The  import  and  export  trade  was  divided  amongst  the  various 
nations  in  the  following  proportions  : — 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

England  . . . . 

25i 

France  . . 

United  States  .. 

20 

Germany. . 

14 

Other  countries 

1 

161 

24-^ 

■"^10 

The  totals  in  this  case  are,  however,  very  deceptive,  as  the 
large  proportion  going  to  France — 33y^  per  cent. — is  optional 
cargo,  and  is  largely  distributed  amongst  other  countries,  Holland 
and  Belgium  principally,  and  all  that  goes  direct  to  Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam,  and  other  ports  has  been  included  in  the  exports  to 
Germany. 

The  total  value  of  the  coasting  trade  during  the  year  was 
1,294,107  sucres  83  c.  (185,000/.). 

The  values  of  the  principal  articles  imported  to  the  Republic 
during  the  year  were  as  follows : — 


Articles. 

Value. 

Cotton  and  other  tissues 

£ 

298,062 

Provisions,  flour,  lard,  &c. 

Wines  and  liquors 

156,817 

88,932 

Ironware . . 

72,940 

Clothing . . 

40,085 

Timber  . . 

32,464 

Machinery 

25,682 

GUAYAQUIL. 


s 


The  values  of  the  principal  articles  exported  are  stated  as 
follows: — - - ... 


Articles. 

.1 

Value. 

■ 1 
! • 

£- 

Cocoa 

* , 

. , 

» t 

649,200 

Coffee 

' 94,152  - 

Indiaiubbei* 

59,395 

Tagin 

.32,193 

Tobacco  . . 

17,217 

Specie 

. . 

76,077 

Sugar 

22,076 

/ 

Straw  hals 

45,125 

Hides 

15, .330 

Fruit 

.. 

14,371 

A reformation  of  the  custom-house  law  and  tariff  p.issed  Custom- 
through  the  1892  Congress,  but  was  vetoed  by  the  President.  law. 
Its  principal  features  were : — Free  introduction  of  ploughs,  agri- 
cultural machinery  and  pumps;  increase  of  duties  on  wood  from 

1 c.  to  I c.  per  kilo. ; decrease  of  duties  on  beer  from  o c.  to 

2 c. ; on  shot  from  2 sucres  to  0 c.  per  kilo. ; on  Cologne  and 
Florida  water  (scents)  from  1 sucre  50  c.  to  5 c.  per  kilo. ; 
and  the  withdrawal  of  the  25  per  cent,  surcharge  on  all  manu- 
factured clothing,  ill  addition  to  the  duties  on  the  materials  of 
which  they  are  made. 

This  law  also  opened  to  cAport  commerce  the  ports  of 
Manglar,  Alto,  Machalilla,  and  Salango. 

In  the  otfic.ial  gazette  of  September  22,  1892,  the  estimates  of  Government 
these  have  been  published.  income  and 

The  income  is  stated  as  follows  : — re\eniie. 


Description. 


Vabic. 


Custom-house  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  38.o,7l4 

10  per  cent,  extra  for  service  of  foreign  por!s  27,857 

Substitution  for  tithes  ..  ..  ..  ..|  35,714 

Stamps ..  ..  14,286 

Salt  and  powder ..  ..I  31,428 

Various ..  ..  77,366 


Total 


572,365 


The  expenditure  is  estimated  at  602,342/.,  siiowing  a deficit 
of  29,977/. ; but  the  President  has  vetoed  the  whole  of  the  esti- 
mates, on  the  ground  that  the  provisions  of  same  for  the  army 
and  navy — 100,000  sucres  (12,500/.)  j)er  year — are  entirely 
inadequate,  and  that  the  deficit  would  be  increased  to  more  than 
1,000,000  sucres  (142,857/.)  per  year. 

The  principal  items  provided  for  in  the  estimates  of  expendi- 
ture are  ns  follows: — 
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' '•  Description. 

Value. 

£ 

National  debt,  home  and  foreign  . . , . 

114,300 

Public  works 

81,857 

Police  - 

35,714 

Public  schools,  &c. 

62,761 

Church  ..  < ,•  .. 

27,200 

Hospitals,  &c , . 

18,000 

Note. — The  rate  of  exchange  adopted  for  all  the  foregoing  calculations  has  been 
the  average  rate  of  1891,  or  about-  2s.  lQ\d.  per  sucre.  For  the  present  year  1892 
the  average  rate  will  be  much  lower,  probably  only  2^.  per  sucre. 
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No. 

1014,  Stettin 

Price. 

..  Ud. 

No. 

1075.  Lisbon 

Price. 

. . 2d. 

1015.  Boston 

Id. 

1076.  Calais  . . . . 

..  2d. 

1016.  Callao 

Id. 

1077.  Bio  Grande  do  Sul. . 

..  5^d. 

1017.  Aleppo 

Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia  . . 

..  2|d. 

1018.  Santos 

2id. 

1079.  Brindisi  ..  .. 

. . 2d. 

1019.  Piraeus 

Id. 

1080,  New  York  .. 

. , 2d. 

1020.  Mogaclor 

Id. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

..  lid. 

1021.  Adrianople  .. 

id. 

1082.  Frankfort 

. . 4d. 

1022.  Tripoli 

Id.  - 

1083.  lliogo  . . . . 

..  Ud. 

1023.  Jernsalem  . . 

Id. 

1084.  Tokio  ••  .. 

..  lid. 

1024.  Odessa 

6d. 

1085.  Amsterdam  . . 

. . Id. 

1025.  Genoa 

lid. 

1086,  San  Francisco 

. . 3d. 

1026.  Kiungcliow  . . 

Id. 

1087.  Bangkok 

. . id. 

1027.  Batoum 

4bt. 

1088.  Soul 

..  lid. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

Id. 

1089.  Cbieugmai  .. 

. . Id. 

1029.  Batavia 

Id. 

1090.  Copenhagen.. 

. . id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

. . id. 

1031.  San  Jose  .. 

Id. 

1092.  Bushire  . . . . 

. . 2d. 

1032.  Manila 

lid. 

1093.  Tamsui  . . . . 

Id. 

1033.  Marseilles  . , 

Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

..  Id. 

1034.  Swatow 

Id. 

1095.  Port  Said  . , 

. . Id. 

1035.  Paris  . .. 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala  ..  .. 

. . id. 

1036.  Tcliang 

5d. 

] 097.  Chungking  . . 

. . 9d. 

1037.  Paklioi 

Id. 

1098.  Nagasaki 

. . Id. 

1038.  Foochow 

Id. 

1099.  Constantinople  i, . 

..  2d. 

1039.  Brest 

Id. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

..  id. 

1040,  Madeira 

id. 

1101.  Shanghai 

. . 2d. 

1041.  Antwerp 

1042.  Taganrog 

lid. 

1102.  Jeddah 

..  id. 

2id. 

1103.  Chicago 

3d. 

1043.  Algiers 

2id. 

1104.  Erzeroum  .. 

..  id. 

1 044.  Hankow 

lid 

1105.  Loanda 

..  3d. 

1045.  Nantes 

lid. 

1106.  Macao 

. . id. 

1046.  Belgrade 

2d. 

1107.  Canton 

. . Id. 

1047.  Fiume 

Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo . . . t 

..  lid. 

1048.  Wulm 

Id. 

. 1109.  Tunis 

..  lid. 

1049.  Cagliari 

Id. 

1110.  Sofia.. 

. . 3d. 

1050.  Erzeroum  . . 

Id. 

nil.  Brunei 

..  lid. 

1051.  Syra  . . . . 

Id. 

1112.  Athens  .. 

..  2 id. 

1052,  Cherbourg  . . 

Id. 

1113.  Alexandria 

..  2d. 

1053.  Lima 

Id. 

1114,  Vienna 

. . Id. 

1054.  Bilbao 

lid. 

1115.  Stettin  .. 

..  2id. 

1055.  Cadiz 

2d. 

1116.  Berne 

. > Id. 

1056.  Corunna 

2id. 

1117.  Palermo 

..  2id. 

1057.  Saigon 

Id. 

1118.  Tokio  . . . . 

..  lid. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

Id. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg  .. 

. . 3d. 

1059.  Trebizond  . . 

Id. 

1120.  Teneriffe  . . . . 

..  Id. 

1060.  Barcelona  . . 

• • 

lid. 

1121.  Damascus  .. 

..  Id. 

1061,  Tainan 

• • 

Id. 

1122.  Naples  ..  .. 

..  2d. 

1062.  Smyrna  . . 

lid. 

1123.  Hakodate  ..  .. 

..  Id. 

1063.  Old  Calabar. . 

id. 

1124.  Montevideo  . . 

..  2id. 

1064.  Samoa 

id. 

1125.  Stockholm  ..  •• 

..  l|d. 

1065.  Tahiti 

Id. 

1126,  Dantzig  ..  .. 

..  2d. 

1066.  Cbefoo  .. 

• • 

6d. 

1127.  The  Hague  . . 

..  lid. 

1067.  Gothenburg. . 

• • 

2d. 

1128.  Odessa  .. 

..  Id. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

lid. 

1129.  Berne  ..  .. 

..  lid. 

1069.  Loanda 

lid. 

1130.  Malaga 

. . 3d. 

1070.  Guatemala  .. 

Id. 

1131,  B^oxne  . . # • 

..  2id. 

1071.  Zanzibar 

t • 

Id. 

1132.  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  . . 

..  4id. 

1072.  Cbaideston  . . 

• • 

• • 

2id. 

1133.  Munich 

..  lid. 

1073.  Nice  . . 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1134,  Meshed  ..  .. 

. . Id. 

1074.  Caracas 

• t 

Id. 

1135.  Guayaquil  .. 

..  id. 

No.  1136. 

Meference  to  previo  us  Report,  Anmtal  Series  No.  807. 


BRAZIL. 

1110  DE  JANEIRO. 


Mr.  Greville  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery, 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro^  October  10,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewitli  a very  full  lleport  on 
the  Commerce  of  Brazil  for  the  years  1889,  1890,  1891,  and  part 
of  1892,  by  hir.  Algernon  Petre,  Translator  and  Honorary 
Attache  to  Her  Majesty’s  Legation. 

This  Report,  which  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Petre  under  instruc- 
tions from  Her  Majesty’s  Minister,  has  been  delayed  in  consequence 
of  the  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  reliable  information  in  regard 

O r O O 

to  the  various  subjects  treated  in  it,  more  especially  with  regard  to 
statistics,  and  also  owing  to  the  fact  of  this  Legation  having  been 
somewhat  short-handed  during  the  last  few  months. 

1 have,  &c. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  GREVILLE. 


Report  on  the  Commerce  of  Brazil  for  the  Years  1889,  1890,  1891, 
and  part  of  1892. 
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Reports  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  presented  in  1891  and 
1892  respectively  state  the  total  customs  receipts  during  the 
years  1889,  1890,  1891,  and  the  first  quarter  of  1892  to  have 
been  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling.* 

Reis. 

£ s.  d. 

1889  

115,765,877$672 

13,023,661  4 9 

1890  

144,911,464  476 

16,302,539  15  0 

1891  

174,194,083  141 

19,596,834  7 0 

1st  quarter  of  1892 

46,573,542  812 

5,239,523  11  3 

The  commercial  retrospect  of  the  Jornal  do  Commercio,^’  a 
most  reliable  source  of  information,  states  that  in  spite  of  fears 
to  the  contrary  imports  through  Rio  de  Janeiro  increased  during 
1891  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  eourse  of  ex- 
change, however,  destroyed  all  hope  of  profit,  and  even  caused 
serious  loss.  The  following  list  specifies  the  articles,  the  im- 
portation of  which  was  greater  or  less  : — 


* The  rate  of  exchange  is  calculated  at  par,  namely,  2s,  3d.  = 1 railreia 
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Imokbase. 

Beer. 

Candles. 

Cement. 

Coal. 

Cod. 

Cotton. 

Deals  (mostly  from  United  States  of  America), 
Dried  meat  (from  Rio  Grande  do  Sul). 

Flour. 

Hay. 

Italian  paste. 

Kerosene. 

Pitch. 

Salt  (foreign). 

Tar. 

Tea. 


Deobbase. 

American  bacon. 

Bran  (from  River  Plate). 

Butter. 

Dried  meat  (from  River  Plate). 

Lard  (from  United  States  of  America). 
Maize  (from  River  Plate). 

Salt  (native). 

Spirits. 


Cotton,  woollen,  linen,  and  silk  goods  advanced  about  20  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  imports  during  1890.  The  falling-ofF  in 
the  importation  of  American  lard  was  due  to  increased  native  pro- 
duction, which  also  accounts  for  the  fact  that  less  bran,  dried 
meat,  and  maize  was  received  from  the  Kiver  Plate. 

On  the  whole,  the  retrospecto  ” considers  that  the  com- 
mercial outlook  showed  an  improvement  during  1891  over  the 
preceding  year. 

The  following  figures,  published  by  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  British  trade 
custom-house,  show  the  nature  and  value  of  the  exports  to  and  through  Rio 
imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  year  1889.  The 
value  of  the  exports  is  estimated  at  upwards  of  1,000,000/.,  and 
of  the  imports  at  some  7,500,000/.  No  later  statistics  are 
obtainable. 
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Table  showing  Nature  and  Value  of  Exports  to  United 
Kingdom  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  during  the  Year  1889. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Reis. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Spirits  . . . . . . . . 

34$300 

3 

17 

10 

Sugar  . • 

28,815 

000 

3,241 

13 

9 

Coffee  . . . . 

9,072,726 

094 

1,020,681 

13 

1 

Eock  crystals 

13,025 

000 

1,465 

6 

3 

Rough  diamonds  .. 

98,284 

800 

10,057 

0 

9 

Sweetmeats. . 

200 

000 

22 

10 

0 

Tapioca  and  maiidioca  flour 

1,002 

000 

112 

14 

6 

Artificial  floAvers  . . 

60 

000 

6 

15 

0 

Fruit 

2,000 

000 

225 

0 

0 

Tobacco,  cigars,  and  snuff, . 

2,351 

000 

264 

9 

9 

Mangabeira  rubber 

5,866 

200 

659 

18 

11 

Mandioca  gum 

120 

000 

13 

10 

0 

Gold  in  bars  and  coin  . . 

782,057 

533 

87,981 

9 

4 

Seeds 

55 

000 

6 

3 

9 

Medicinal  syrups  . . 

30 

000 

3 

7 

6 

Various  articles 

1 

16,264 

200 

1,828 

11 

11 
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Table  showing  Nature  and  Value  of  British  Imports  through 
Rio  de  Janeiro  during  the  Year  1889, 


Articles. 


Live  and  dead  animals 
Hair,  skins,  and  feathers  . . 
Leather  goods 
Meat  and  fish 

Ivorj,  mother-of-pearl,  tortoise- 
shell, &c... 

Plants  and  fruits  .. 

N i-getables  and  farinaceous  sub- 
stances . . 

Alcoholic  beverages 
Perfumery,  dyeing,  and  painting 
materials . . 

Chemicals,  medicines,  &c. 

Wood  and  cane 
Wicker  and  straw  work  . . 

Cotton 

Wool  

Flax  and  jute 

Silk 

Paper 

Stones,  earth,  and  other  minerals 
Crockery  and  glass 
Gold,  silver,  and  platinum 
Copper  and  its  alloys  . . . . 

Lead,  tin,  and  zinc 
Iron  and  steel  . . , t 

Arms  and  armourer’s  work 
Metalloids  and  various  metals  . , 
Cutlery 

Watchmaker’s  work 
Coaeh-builder’s  work 
Mathematical  and  scientific  in- 
struments 

Surgical  and  dentist’s  instruments 
Musical  instruments 
Machinery  . . 

Various  articles 


Value. 


Currency. 

Sterling. 

Reis. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

7,074$762 

795 

18 

2 

141,854 

000 

15,958 

11 

6 

1,374,980 

000 

154,685 

5 

0 

622,121 

000 

69,888 

12 

3 

64,895 

000 

6,076 

0 

0 

377,731 

250 

42,494 

15 

3 

719,535 

560 

80,947 

14 

11 

336,985 

100 

38,910 

16 

5 

729,270 

050 

82,042 

17 

6 

847,153 

400 

95,305 

6 

4 

46,006 

000 

5,175 

13 

6 

92,561 

270 

10,413 

2 

3 

19,794,687 

067 

2,226,902 

5 

10 

3,395,590 

200 

382,003 

17 

11 

1,641,475 

000 

184,655 

18 

9 

240,918 

500 

27,103 

6 

7 

164,555 

400 

18,512 

9 

7 

7,422,388 

125 

835,018 

13 

2 

235,969 

000 

26,546 

10 

3 

21,542,500 

770 

2,423,531 

6 

7 

827,986 

600 

93,139 

9 

10 

315,119 

650 

35,450 

19 

2 

3,252,447 

300 

365,905 

0 

5 

72,375 

000 

8,142 

3 

9 

13,900 

000 

1,563 

15 

0 

206,000 

000 

23,176 

0 

0 

42,245 

000 

4,752 

11 

3 

69,050 

000 

7,768 

2 

G 

57,170 

000 

6,431 

12 

6 

31,962 

500 

3,695 

1 

1 

6,923 

000 

778 

16 

9 

2,215,185 

860 

252,583 

8 

1 

453,194 

000 

50,984 

6 

6 

Table  A. — Return  showing  tlic  Value  of  tlie  Exports  from  Para 
during  the  Years  1889-91. 


Year. 

Value. 

j Currency. 

Sterling. 

1889  

Reis. 

24,388,487§601 
32,317,771  848 

£ s.  d. 

2,743,704  17  1 

1890  

3,635,749  8 7 

1891  

50,029,212  994 

5,628,286  9 2 

HllAZlL. 
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Table  B. — Return  showing  the  Value  of  Exports  to  Great 
Britain  from  Para  during  the  Years  1889-91. 


Year. 

1 Value. 

1 _____  

Currency, 

Sterling. 

1889  

Eeis. 

8,224, 554$751 

£ s.  d. 

923,012  8 1 

1890  

9,838,319  493 

1,106,810  18  9 

1891 

15,496,660  361 

1,743,374  5 9 

The  most  important  articles  of  export  from  Para  are  india- 
rubber,  cocoa,  and  Brazil  nuts.  Other  articles  of  export  '^are 
hides,  isinglass,  and  Copaiba  oil. 

Owing  to  the  great  fluctuation  in  the  price  of  indiarubber 
the  trade  is  described  as  being  very  uncertain.  According  to  the 
last  official  report  two-thirds  of  the  State  revenue  of  Para  are 
derived  from  the  export  duty  on  indiarubber,  which  is  said  to 
contribute  25  per  cent,  of  its  value.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  Para 
possesses  almost  a monopoly  of  this  valuable  article,  the  report 
alleges  that  this  high  rate  of  duty  may  be  maintained  for  many 
years  to  come  without  destroying  the  trade.  Favours  are,  how- 
ever, conceded  to  the  indiarubber  produced  in  the  State,  as  also 
to  that  coming  from  the  entire  Amazon  region  if  exported  from 
Para. 


Table  C. — Return  showing  the  Value  of  the  Indiarubber 
Exported  from  Para  during  the  Year  1891,  and  the  Countries 
to  which  it  was  sent. 


Country. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Great  Britain 

United  States  of  North  America . . 
France 

Germany,  Holland,  and  Italy 

Total 

Reis. 

14,90O,374$381 
27,837,359  618 
1,810,900  216 
28,369  400 

£ j.  d. 

1,683,042  2 4 
3,131,702  19  1 
203,726  5 5 

3,191  11  1 

44,637,003  615 

6,021,662  17  11 

On  comparing  Tables  A and  C it  will  be  observed  that  almost 
the  entire  value  of  the  exports  from  Para  during  1891  was 
absorbed  by  indiarubber.  The  amount  of  this  commodity  in 
stock  on  December  31,  1891,  is  stated  to  have  been  about 
133  tons. 
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Table  D. — Ketukn  showing  the  Exportation  of  Cocoa  from 
Para  for  the  Year  1891. 


Country. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Reis. 

£ 5-  d. 

Great  Britain 

23,8111380 

2,678  15  7 

United  States  of  North  America . . 

26,020  500 

2,927  6 1 

France 

3,126,742  525 

385,508  10  7 

Portugal 

1,293  532 

145  9 3 

Germany,  Holland,  and  Italy 

23,790  000 

2,616  7 6 

Total 

3,501,657  937 

393,876  9 0 

Table  E. — Return  showing  the  Exportation  of  Brazil  Nuts  from 
Para  during  the  Year  1891. 


Country. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Great  Britain 

United  States  of  North  America . . 
France 

Portugal 

Total  . . 

Reis. 

311,6748578 
771,265  451 
2,075  760 

1 59,363  677 

£ s.  d. 

35,063  7 8 
86,767  7 2 

233  10  4 
6,678  6 9 

1,144,379  4C0 

128,742  11  11 

The  Budget  Law  for  1892,  passed  at  the  end  of  last  year, 
abolished  the  payment  ot  import  duties  in  gold.  duties  in 

The  same  13udget  Law  increased  the  import  duties  as  gold. 

follows  _ im  ott  dutica 

50  per  cent,  additional  on  provisions,  excepting  dried  cod  and  ^ ^ 

other  dried  fish,  dried  meat,  beans,  maize,  rice,  and  common  or 
cooking  vinegar. 

60  per  cent,  additional  on  wines,  beer,  alcoholic  beverages, 
liqueurs,  cotton,  woollen  manufactures,  silk  and  its  manu- 
factures. 

10  per  cent,  additional  expediente  ” on  goods  free  from 
duties  of  consumption  (“  consumo  warehousing,  dock  and 
light  dues. 

By  a Decree  dated  April  25,  1891,  and  imbllshed  in  the  Consular 
Diario  Official  ” on  the  following  day,  consular  invoices  are  invoices, 
included  among  the  documents  necessary  for  the  clearance  of 
dutiable  imported  goods  at  Brazilian  custom-houses.  These 
invoices  were  to  be  as  recommended  by  the  International 
American  Conference. 
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Decree^  No.  684  C.,  of  November  2i,  189 1,  particularised 
the  regulations  as  to  consular  invoices.  In  consequence  of  the 
representations  of  native  and  foreign  commercial  associations,  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Republic  issued  a further  Decree,  No.  705, 
of  December  30,  1891,  published  in  the  Diario  Official,”  of 
January  1,  1892,  postponing  the  enforcement  of  the  afore- 
mentioned regulations  until  May  1,  1892.  On  that  date  a 
further  Decree,  No.  805,  of  i^ril  29,  1892,  was  published, 
together  with  draft  modified  regulations;  to  be  submitted  to  the 
approval  of  Congress.  This  Decree  stated  that  the  period  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  said  regulations  is  further  prolonged  until 
they  shall  have  been  thus  approved.  The  matter  has  not  been 
discussed  during  the  session  now  drawing  to  a close,  aiid  the 
question  is,  therefore,  still  undetermined.  Its  decision  rests 
entirely  with  Congress. 

A Customs  Convention  between  Brazil  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  signed  at  Yvhishington  on  January  31,  1891,  ceme 
into  force  on  A[)ril  1 of  the  same  year.  According  to  the  terms 
of  this  convention  certain  United  States  goods  arc  admitted  free 
into  Brazil,  and  a reduction  of  25  percent,  is  allowed  in  the  duty 
on  others,  wIhIc  some  Brazilian  products  are  exempt  from  duty 
in  the  United  States. 

The  United  States  articles  admitted  free  into  Brazil  are  : — 

Wheat  in  grain. 

Maize  and  its  manufactures,  including  maize  flour  and  maize 
starch. 

Rye  and  rye  flour. 

Buckwheat  and  buckwheat  flour. 

Barley,  potatoes,  beans,  and  peas.' 

Hay  and  oats. 

Salt  pork,  including  salt  pork  in  brine,  and  bacon,  hams 
excepted. 

Salt  fish,  dry  or  in  brine. 

Cotton-seed  oil. 

Anthracite  and  bituminous  coal. 

Tar,  pitch,  and  turpentine. 

Iron  goods  and  agricultural  implements  and  machines. 

Iron  tools. 

Implements  and  machinj^  for  mining  and  mechanical  pur- 
poses, including  s^mbnary  aiid  portable  steam-engines, 
and  all  manufacfflwng  or  industrial  machinery,  except 
sewing  msichines.  Instruments  and  books  for  arts  and 
sciences. 

Railway  plant. 

A reduction  of  25  per  cei*.  is  allowed  on  the  following : — 

Lard  and  its  substitutes. 

Hams. 

Butter  and  cheese. 

Meat,  fish,  fruit,  and  vegetables,  m tins  and  preserved. 

Manufactures  of  coteton,  including  cotton  clothing. 
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Manufactures  of  iron  and  steel,  pure  or  mixed,  which  are 
not  included  in  the  previous  list  of  articles  exempt  from 
duty. 

Leather  and  its  manufactures,  except  boots  and  shoes. 

Planks,  wood  and  its  manufactures,  including  cooper’s  work, 
every  kind  of  furniture,  carts,  waggons,  and  carriages. 

Manufactures  of  indiarnbber. 

The  Brazilian  products  exempt  from  duty  in  the  United 
States  are : — 

Sugar,  not  above  No.  16  Untcli  Standard. 

Molasses. 

Coffee 

Hides. 

Indiarnbber. 

This  convention  is  regarded  with  disfavour  by  a considerable 
portion  of  the  agricultural  and  industrial  classes  in  Brazil,  as  well 
as  by  importers  of  European  goods. 

One  of  the  chief  arguments  advanced  by  the  supporters  of 
the  convention  in  this  country  Avas  the  immense  advantage  secured 
by  the  admission  free  into  the  United  States  of  Brazilian  sugar, 
the  export  of  which  to  that  country  is  roughly  estimated  at 
300,000  tons  per  annum,  or  half  of  the  total  exported.  Inasmuch, 
however,  as  this  exemption  applies  only  to  sugar  beloAV  No.  16 
Dutch’  Standard,  the  convention  has  found  little  favour  in  the 
eyes  of  sugar  refiners  in  Brazil,  who,  so  far  from  benefiting,  are 
now  exposed  to  greater  competition  from  the  refineries  of  the 
United  States,  d'he  conclusion  of  an  agreement  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  by  which  sugar  exported 
from  Spanish  possessions  is  admitted  into  the  United  States  on 
identically  the  same  terms  as  those  conceded  to  Brazil,  must  still 
further  have  diminished  the  benefit  accruing  to  the  last-named 
country  as  regards  this  commodity. 

Plaving  regard  to  the  fact  that  Brazil  has  almost  a monopoly 
of  the  United  States  coffee  market,  the  free  admission  of 
Brazilian  coffee  into  the  United  States  Avould  hardly  seem  to 
compensate  for  the  exemption  and  reduction  accorded  to  United 
States  products  in  Brazil.  Were  a high  tariff  applied  to  Brazilian 
coffee  in  the  United  States  the  consumer  would  probably  be  the 
chief  sufferer. 

In  the  absence  of  sufficient  data  it  is  impossible  to  furnish  a 
complete  statement  concerning  the  effect  of  this  convention  on 
Brazilian  trade  in  general  during  the  year  ending  April,  1892, 
and  it  has  been  in  force  too  short  a time  for  its  effect  on  British 
imports  to  be  distinctly  gauged.  The  following  particulars  as 
regards  those  imports  through  llio  de  Janeiro  may,  however,  prove 
of  interest. 

Canadian  codfish  j)ays  an  import  duty  in  Brazil  of  2J340  reis 
(5s.  per  tub  or  case,  whereas  that  coming  from  the  United 
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States  is  only  charged  under  the  convention  in  question  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  648  reis  (Is.  5f(Z.  at  par),  or  a difference,  say, 
of  1|700  reis  (3s.  at  par)  per  package.  Although  the 

production  of  codfish  in  the  United  States  is  not  yet  sufficiently 
large  to  enter  into  serious  competition  with  Canadian  fish,  the 
business  is  being  actively  developed,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  in 
course  of  time  the  effect  of  this  differential  treatment  will  be 
smartly  felt  by  Canadian  producers. 

Owing  to  the  abnormal  monetary  conditions  prevailing  during 
the  past  two  years  the  importation  of  dry  goods  has  been 
contracted  into  fewer  hands,  so  that  while  foreign  houses  have 
done  an  increased  business  the  native  ones  have  largely  abstained 
from  direct  importation.  The  depreciation  in  exchange  and 
consequent  suspension  of  importation  caused  the  dry  goods 
market  to  become  bare  of  stock,  and  imports  have  since  found  a 
ready  sale  at  good  prices.  This  state  of  things,  however,  is  hardly 
likely  to  continue. 

The  convention  does  not  appear  to  have  checked  the 
importation  of  .British  hardware.  Although  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  importation  of  hardware  from  the  United  States, 
there  has  been  a much  greater  increase  in  imports  of  English  and 
German  hardware.  The  same  articles  are  now  imported  from  the 
United  States  as  were  imported  before  the  customs  convention, 
namely,  axes,  pumps,  hatchets,  some  iron  hinges,  ploughs, 
handles  for  hammers,  ’picks,  common  wheelbarrows,  and  some 
cutlery  ; but  it  is  now  found  that  cutlery  can  be  bought  cheaper 
in  England.  In  spite  of  the  drawback,  there  is  no  inducement  to 
buy  such  goods  as  anvils,  leather  belting,  bolts  and  nuts,  iron 
chain,  corrugated  iron,  files,  wrought-iron  tubes,  barbed  fencing 
wire,  iron  wire,  hoes,  bar  iron,  pickaxes,  iron  rivets,  and  steel 
vices  elsewhere  than  in  England.  Among  the  reasons  for  this 
are  that  freights  from  Europe  generally  are  lower  than  from  the 
United  States,  and  that  United  States  hardware  being  so  much 
dearer  than  English  the  difference  in  price  more  than  counteracts 
drawback  in  duty. 

A Bill  was  introduced  into  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  on 
September  17  of  last  year  to  modify  the  existing  convention,  and 
materially  lessen  the  advantages  conceded  to  United  States  goods. 
This  Bill  was  dropped,  but  according  to  a statement  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  published  in  June,  1892, 
the  Brazilian  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Washington  is  to 
negotiate  a revision  of  the  convention. 

Official  correspondence  relating  to  this  customs  convention 
will  be  found  in  the  blue-book  marked  No.  3 Commercial  of  1892, 
pp.  31  to  64. 

On  January  14  of  this  year  a commercial  treaty  was  signed 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro  between  a representative  of  the  King  of 
Portugal  and  the  Brazilian  Government,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  abstract : — 

The  Brazilian  and  Portuguese  goods  specified  in  the  annexed 
tables  A and  B respectively  enjoy  differential  treatment.  The 
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duties  to  be  collected  on  these  goods  shall,  by  Art.  3 of  the 
treaty,  always  be  less  than  the  general  or  conventional  duties 
established,  or  to  be  established,  by  one  or  other  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  by  at  least  the  amount  of  percentage  fixed  in 
the  said  tables  A and  B.  As  regards  goods  mentioned  in  these 
tables  which  are  free  from  duty,  neither  of  the  contracting  parties 
may  fix  for  other  countries  a lower  duty  than  that  established  by 
the  respective  tariffs  in  force  on  October  1,  1891.  Brazilian 
coffee,  sugar,  and  cotton  enjoy  the  same  favours  in  Portugal  as 
regards  warehousing,  export,  and  transit,  which  may  be  conceded 
to  those  articles  coming  from  Portuguese  possessions.  The  con- 
tracting parties  further  engage  to  grant  reciprocally  all  favours, 
or  reductions  in  import  or  export  duties  at  present  enjoyed,  or 
hereafter  to  be  enjoyed,  by  the  products  of  any  other  country. 

Portugal  may,  however,  make  special  concessions  to  Spain  as 
regards  the  frontier  trade,  which  may  not  be  extended  to  any 
other  nation.  With  respect  to  Brazilian  cotton  and  sugar,  the 
differential  treatment  mentioned  in  Table  A is  maintained  as 
against  cotton  and  sugar  of  Spanish  origin.  From  treaties,  which 
either  of  the  contracting  parties  may  conclude,  with  other 
countries  they  engage  to  exclude  the  benefits  reciprocally  conceded 
by  the  present  treaty.  A period  of  six  years  is  fixed  for  the 
duration  of  this  agreement,  a year’s  notice  to  be  given  before  it 
can  be  denounced. 

The  ratification,  which  was  to  have  taken  place  in  July  last,  Ratification 
has  now  been  postponed  until  September,  1893.  postponed. 

The  following  are  the  tables  referred  to  above  : — 


Table  A.— -Brazilian  Merchandise. 


Articles. 

1 

i 

Per  Kilogramme. 

i 

Duty  to  be 
paid,  Portu- 
guese money. 

Diflferential 

Percentage. 

Cotton  ..  ..  .. 

Real  . . 

1 

Sugar  below  No.  20  Dutch 
standard  . . 

Reis  . . 

90 

80 

Raw  hides  . . . . 

Real  .. 

1 

Dried  hides 

Reis  . . 

10 

30 

Bread  flour 

Real  . . 

1 

Other  flour 

„ 

1 

Sweetmeats  of  any  kind 

„ . . 

1 

Eilaceous,  animal,  or  vegetable 
substances  . . . . 

1 

Indiarubber 

>>  . . ! ! 

1 

Rough  wood 

1 % ad  val. 

• 
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Tabic  B. — Portuguese  Merchandise. 


Articles, 


I 


Wine* 

Oil  

Vinegar.. 

Salt  . . . . . , 

Cork  stoppers  . . 

Green  fruit 

Dried  „ 

Onions  and  garlic 
Brushes  and  other  articles  of 
bristles 

Rough  or  prepared  stones  ^r 
marble 

Bricks,  tiles,  statues,  and  lime 
Sandals,  wooden  and  other 
shoes,  excluding  shoes  and 
boots  of  fine  quality  (“  de 
luxo ’■) 


Per  liire 


I V 

I 

' Per  kilo. 


1- 


Duty  to  be 
paid,  Brazilian 

1 money. 

Differential 

Percentage. 

1 Reis. 

100 

30 

220 

30 

60 

25 

Free 

140 

30 

1 60 

20 

150 

25 

‘ 70 

25 

1 

1 25  per  cent. 

1 

1 

1 

1 less  than  tariff. 

! 

i 

* Bottled  wine  to  pay  60  per  cent,  more  than  the  respective  duty. 
Note. — At  par  100  reis  Brazilian  = 2^f/.  ; 100  reis  Portuguese  = 4|(Z. 


Peturn  showing  Exports  of  Coffee  from  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
Crop  Year  1889-90  (July  1 to  June  30). 


Bags. 

To  the  United  States. . ..  ..  ..  ..  1,735,356 

Europe  . . . . . . . . . . . . 566,221 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  ..  ..  ..  ..  76,537 

River  Plate  and  sundries. . ..  ..  ..  63,016 

Total  ..  2,441,130 

To  the  United  Kingdom  ..  ..  ..  ..  144,742 

Crop  Year  1890-91. 

Bags. 

To  the  United  States . . ..  ..  ..  ..  1,590,660 

Europe  ..  ..  ..  ••  ••  «•  635,590 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  ..  ..  ..  ..  64,800 

River  Plate  and  Sundries. . ..  ..  ..  46,122 

Total  2,337,162 

To  the  United  Kingdom  ..  ..  ..  ..  71,750 

Crop  Year  1891-92. 

Bags. 

To  the  United  States..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,565,105 

Europe 986,465 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  ..  111,670 

River  Plate  and  sundries. . ..  ..  ••  48,60.5 

Total  3,701,846 

To  the  United  Kingdom  92,246 
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As  regards  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Victoria  (State  of  Espirlto 
Santo)  anticipations  of  tlie  available  part  of  the  last  crop  have 
not  been  realised.  With  100,000  sacks  shipped  from  the  last- 
named  port,  and  some  small  amounts  coastwise  to  Brazilian  ports, 
the  total  is  much  under  the  4,250,000  bags  antieijoated.  The 
dearth  of  labour  is  chiefly  responsible  for  this  difference. 

The  other  important  infiaences  were  the  delays  in  forwarding 
the  crop,  which  at  first  upset  the  calculations  of  the  trade  here, 
and  later  on  the  favourable  prospects  for  the  new  crop  which,  when 
telegraphed  abroad,  caused  a heavy  fall  both  here  and  there.  In 
the  confident  expectation  of  large  entries  in  July  and  August 
dealers  over-sold  the  market  considerably  for  forward  delivery, 
and  their  purchases  to  cover  kept  prices  up  until  September,  when 
the  liquidation  of  their  contracts,  joined  with  larger  receipts  and 
an  abundant  flowering,  brought  cost  and  freight  prices  down 
about  13.S.  per  cwt.  Early  October  saw  the  lowest  point,  however, 
and  in  the  face  of  a falling  exchange  a pre^y  steady  rise  in  cost 
and  freight  prices  has  continued  until  near  tiie  close. 

The  quality  tlironghcut  has  been  disappointing.  At  the  Quality  of 
present  high  prices  quantity  more  than  quality  is  the  object  of  coffee 
the  planter.  Careful  preparation  entails  heavy  expense  and  ^ ’ 

delays,  while  the  profit  is  so  great  that  everything  which  comes 
with  coffee,  namely,  husks,  sticks,  &c.,  all  go  into  the  bag  to 
increase  the  weiglit.  Low  Fair  Channel,  or  type  No.  6,  became 
the  “good  coffee”  of  the  market,  and  at  last  even  type  No.  7 
was  difficult  to  obtain,  the  stock  being  almost  wholly  composed  of 
lower  grades.  The  differences  in  price  between  the  grades  grew 
to  be  very  large,  and  finally  dealers  refused  to  sell  good  sorts 
alone,  using  them  to  force  off  larger  parcels  of  lower  quality.  In 
spite  of  the  high  premium  paid  on  really  good  qualities,  there  is 
little  hope  of  a marked  change  for  the  better  until  currency  prices 
fall  to  the  point  when  freight,  &c.,  make  the  shipment  from  the 
plantation  of  very  low  grades  unprofitable. 

Owing  to  the  defective  railway  service,  and  the  consequent  Delay  in 
delays  and  exposure  to  the  weather,  the  coffee  has  been  robbed  of  transport  of 
what  colour  and  style  it  originally  possessed  when  freshly  pre- 
pared.  Two  or  three  months  was  no  unusual  journey  between 
plantation  and  market,  the  coffee  lying  during  the  greater  part  of 
this  time  exposed  to  weather  at  the  railway  stations.  Large 
quantities  were  damaged,  and  a considerable  amount  rotted  and 
Wiis  entirely  destroyed.  It  was  also  no  very  uncommon  circum- 
stance for  a shipment  to  disappear,  all  trace  of  it  being  com- 
pletely lost.  It  is  only  fair  to  the  Central  Railway  to  state  that 
unusual  efforts  have  been  made  to  meet  the  sudden  demands  upon 
it,  and  now  there  is  a prospect  of  improvement. 

The  first  estimate  for  the  new  crop  was  from  3,500,000  Estimate  for 
bags  to  3,750,000  bags,  but  according  to  later  accounts  this  must  1891-92  crop, 
be  reduced  to  about  3,000,000  bags  wdiich  may  be  taken  as  the 
whole  quantity  available,  since  the  amount  left  over  in  the 
interior  from  the  last  crop  is  insignificant.  - How  much  of  this 
will  find  its  way  to  market  during  the  crop  year  depends  on 


Prices 


Crops, 

1890-92. 
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many  different  circumstances.  There  seems  to  be  a general 
impression  abroad  tliat,  in  view  of  the  ample  crops,  prices  must 
fall  heavily ; but  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  planters  are  now  not 
only  out  of  debt,  but  are  very  well  off,  and  they  can  afford  to 
hold  back  their  coffee  if  they  feel  inclined  to  do.  so.  A rise  in 
exchange  and  lower  prices  abroad  mean  a double  fall  for  them, 
and  it  is  quite  likely  that  they  may  resist  each  decline.  After 
two  heavy  crops  a light  one  is  pretty  sure  to  follow.  At  all  events 
good  coffees  seem  likely  to  hold  their  own  for  some  time  to 
come. 


Return  showing  Exports  of  Coffee  from  Santos. 
Crop  Year  1889-90, 


Bags. 

To  Europe  1,539,814 

United  States. . ..  620,511 

Coastwise 1,267 

Total  2,061,582 

To  the  United  Kingdom  ..  ,,  ,.  59,068 

Crop  Year  1890-91. 

Bags. 

To  Europe  2,233,260 

United  States  ..  ..  805,650 

Coastwise 1,799 

Total  3,040,709 

To  the  United  Kingdom  . . 61,964 

Crop  Year  1891-92. 

Bags. 

To  Europe  2,597,709 

United  States  986,356 

Coastwise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,942 

Total  3,588,007 

To  the  United  Kingdom  ..  85,733 


Of  the  1890-91  crop  very  little  coffee  was  left  in  the  interior, 
and  the  crop  which  had  just  ended  somewhat  exceeded  the  estimate 
of  3,500,000  bags  to  3,750,000  bags,  since  up  to  June  30  last 
receipts  amounted  to  some  3,700,000  bags,  and  it  would  seem 
that  at  least  250,000  bags  are  left  over  to  be  marketed  in  the 
present  crop  year. 

Taken  as  a whole  the  quality  of  the  1890-91  crop  was  good,  and 
it  was  only  during  the  later  months  that  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  the  composition  of  suitable  assortments  such  as  good  average. 
The  sterling  price  for  this  last  quality  did  not  decline  in  proportion 
to  the  full  in  the  rate  of  exchange,  the  planters  have  therefore 
to  a great  extent  benefited  through  the  depreciation  of  currency. 
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From  Santos  is  heard  the  same  cry  as  to  the  inadequacy  of  the 
railway  arrangements,  and  the  same  complaint  is  made  that  coffee 
has  to  remain  for  some  time  in  the  interior  waiting  to  he  forwarded, 
while  all  available  warehouses  and  lighters  in  Santos  are  crowded 
with  cargo.  Owing  to  the  low  rate  of  exchange  imports  may 
now  fall  off,  and  this  will  relieve  the  present  strain  on  the  railway 
(S.  Paulo  Railway  Company).  The  new  crop  is  estimated  at 
about  3,500,00  bags  to  3,750,000  bags,  but  it  is  possible  that 
labour  difficulties  may  present  the  marketing  of  all  this 
coffee. 

Return  showing  Exports  of  Coffee  from  Victoria  (State  of 
Espirito  Santos)  Direct. 

Crop  Year  1889-90. 

To  the  United  States 

Crop  Year  1890-91. 

To  Europe 

United  States 

Total 

Crop  Year  1891-02. 

To  Europe 

United  States 

Total 


Bags. 

18,760 


Bags. 

18,500 

43,717 


62,217 


Bags. 

10,950 

94,320 


105,270 


The  annexed  map,  which  has  been  drawn  up  under  the 
direction  of  one  of  the  principal  houses  exporting  Brazilian  coffee, 
shows  the  present  and  probable  future  coffee  zone  of  this  country. 
Neglecting  the  comparatively  insignificant  d’.stricts  of  Ceara  and 
Bahia,  this  zone  is  confined  by  temperature  between  the  parallels 
of  18°  and  23°  south  latitude,  and  by  rainfall  to  a district  of  more 
or  less  300  miles  from  the  coast  inland.  The  eastern  end  of  the 
zone  has  not  been  closed  in  by  fixed  lines  as  is  the  case  with  the 
western  end,  because  extension  is  still  possible  north-easterly 
through  the  State  of  Espirito  Santo.s,  and  in  this  extension  lies 
the  hope  of  the  future  growth  of  Victoria.  Going  due  west  from 
Rio  de  Janeiro  the  mountains  of  the  Serra  de  Espinha^o  and 
Serra  da  Mantiqueira  narrow  the  zone  to  a strip  along  the  coast, 
while  further  westward  still,  on  the  borders  of  S.  Paulo,  there  is  a 
sudden  widening,  for  at  the  foot  of  the  western  slopes  of  those 
mountains  very  good  land  is  again  met  with. 

The  western  boundary  is  firmly  fixed  by  the  limits  of  a certain 
yearly  rainfall,  and  it  is  worthy  of  mention  that  owing  to  the 
constant  clearing  of  forests  this  western  boundary  is  slowly 
shrinking,  while  in  compensation  the  temperature  on  the  slopes 
of  the  above-mentioned  mountain  chains  is  becoming  milder,  and 
(1422)  B 
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planting  is  now  goin^  on  in  places  which  at  one  time  were 
thought  impossible.  The  map  bears  clear  testimony  to  the  fact 
that  the  future  of  the  trade  lies  in  S.  Paulo. 


Returx  showing  Exports  of  Sugar  from  Pernambuco. 


Crop  Year  1889-90. 


Tons. 

UnUecl  Kingdom  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5,401 

„ States  ..  ..  .,  ..  ..  10,372 

Canada  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,388 


Total  17,161 

Crop  Year  1890-91. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12,100 

„ States  . . . . . . . . . . . . 43,874 

Canada  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  6,187 


Total  ..  ,,  ..  62,161 

Crop  Year  1891-92. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom . . ..  15,292 

„ States ■ . . . . 36,643 


Total  51,935 


Export  of  exports  to  Great  Britain  have  been  much  larger  this  crop 

sugar  to  Great  than  in  1890-91,  notwithstanding  the  free  admission  into  the 

Britain.  United  States  of  Brazilian  sugar  below  No.  16  Dutch  standard. 

This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there  is  now  in  the  United 
States  but  virtually  only  one  buyer  (in  the  Eastern  States)  of 
raw  sugars,  namely,  the  Sugar  Trust,  which  has  swallowed  up  all 
the  refineries.  Shippers  from  Brazil  have,  therefore,  not  cared  to 
send  their  sugar  to  the  United  States  unless  sold  beforehand.  It 
would  thus  seem  as  if  the  expectation  that  the  recent  Customs 

Convention  would  result  in  an  increased  export  of  Brazilian 

sugar  to  the  United  States  had  not  been  realised,  as  far  as 
Pernambuco  is  concerned.  In  fact,  during  the  year  in  which  the 
convention  has  been  in  force,  including  the  1891-92  sugar  crop, 
there  has  been  a decrease  of  97,973  bags,  or  7,231  tons,  in  the 
export  from  Pernambuco  to  the  United  States. 

Owing  to  heavy  rains  entries  of  sugar  at  Pernambuco  had 
almost  ceased  by  the  second  week  in  July,  and  the  1891-92  crop 
can  be  considered  at  an  end.  No  more  sugar  will  be  exported 
from  Pernambuco  until  the  new  crop  opens,  which  will  probably 
be  about  the  end  of  September.  Owing  to  there  being  but  a small 
stock  on  hand  for  home  consumption  until  the  new  crop  opens, 
and  the  coast  demand  having  been  of  late  fairly  good,  prices 
have  advanced  rapidly. 
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Altliough  coffee  is  the  chief  product  of  Brazil,  its  capacity  for 
producing  sugar  is  far  greater.  The  cultivation  has,  however, 
been  checked  by  the  low  prices  prevailing  for  several  years. 

Sugar  refineries  have  been  established  under  a State  giiarantee. 

The  number  of  these  factories  is  stated  to  be  53,  the  capital  on 
which  the  Government  guarantee  interest  being  38,950,000 
inilreis  (4,381,875/.).  In  addition  there  are  11  other  sugar 
factories,  which,  although  not  enjoying  a Government  guarantee, 
are  granted  certain  favours. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  states,  in  his  report  for  this 
year,  that  the  results  obtained  from  the  granting  of  these  conces- 
sions have  not  answered  to  the  expectations  of  the  various  Govern- 
ments which  have  been  in  office  since  the  promulgation  of  the 
law  granting  them  in  1875.  In  order,  therefore,  to  stimulate 
rivalry  and  lessen  the  burden  falling  upon  the  State  through  the 
guaranteed  interest,  a decree  of  October  4,  1890,  established  the 
following  prizes  for  such  sugar  factories  as  shall  obtain  the 
largest  percentage  of  sugar  at  the  smallest  cost,  namely : — 50 
contos  (5,625/.)  to  those  obtaining  at  least  15  per  cent,  of  sugar, 
without  distinction  of  quality;  30  contos  (3,375/.)  to  those  obtain- 
ing 11  per  cent.;  and,  lastly,  15  contos  (1,687/.  10^.)  to  those 
obtaining  not  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  sugar. 

The  export  of  tobacco  from  the  province  of  Bahia,  the  centre  Tol)awo 
of  this  trade,  during  the  years  1889-90  amounted  to  340,000 
bales,  the  approximate  value  of  wliieh  was  16,320,000  milrels 
(1,833,750/.  at  exchange  of  27^/.  per  milreis).  The  figures  given 
for  the  crop  of  1890-91  are  190,000  bales,  valued  at  10, 260, 000 
milreis  (1,154,250/.  at  exchange  of  21  d.  per  milreis).  The  crop  ^ 
usually  begins  about  October  or  November,  and  extends  to  July 
and  August  of  the  following  year. 

The  major  portion  of  the  Bahia  tobacco  is  exported  to  Ger- 
many, the  business  being  done  on  a joint  account  basis  with 
Bremen  and  Hamburg  merchants.  A portion  also  is  8hijq)cd  to 
France  on  account  of  the  French  “ Kegie,^’  who  this  year  bought 
1,500,000  kilos.  A few  bales  are  shipped  to  the  Argentine 
Bepublic. 

Owing  to  the  unfavourable  weather  experienced  last  year  the 
present  crop  is  a small  one,  but  the  prospects  for  the  coming  cro]) 
are  excellent  on  account  of  the  heavy  rains,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  the  quantity  available  for  export  will  far  exceed  that 
of  1889-90. 

The  Budget  Law  of  December  30,  1891,  established  a new  tax  tol.acco 
on  tobacco,  which  came  into  force  at  Bio  de  Janeiro  on  March  tax. 

23,  and  in  the  States  on  April  23  of  this  year. 

This  new  tax  has  caused  much  discontent  on  the  part  of  those 
engaged  in  the  tobacco  trade,  and  representations  have  been  made 
to  the  Government  with  a view  to  its  removal.  The  Minister  of 
Finance  in  his  report  of  this  year  recommends  certain  alterations 
which  would  favour  native  tobacco.  During  three  days  the 
tobacconists  of  Bio  de  Janeiro  closed  their  doors  as  a ])rote£t 
against  this  tax. 

(1422)  B 2 
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Extent  of 
HiihvayF. 


Inspection  of 
railway?. 


Railways. 

In  tlie  report  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Commerce,  and 
Public  Works,  published  in  .lime  of  this  year,  the  extent  of  rail- 
wsLjs  open  to  traffic  is  given  as  follows : — 


1 

Number  of 
Kilometres. 

Number  of 
Miles. 

State  railways  ..  .. 

2,556 

1,533 

Siibventioned  railways 

, , ' 

5,032 

3,018 

Non-subvcntioned  raihvays 

•• 

•• 

• • 1 

1 

395 

237 

Total 

i 

"1 

7,983 

4,788 

Railways  under  Construction. 


Number  of 

1 Number  of 

Kilometres. 

Miles. 

State  railways 

838 

1 501 

Subventioned  and  non-subventioned  railways  .. 

3,888 

1 2,331 

Total  . . 

4,726 

2,882 

Proposed  Railways, 


j Number  of 

Number  of 

I Kilometres. 

Miles. 

Subventioned  railways  . . « . . . . » 

4,944 

2,967 

Non-subventioned  railways 

632 

378 

Total  

5,576 

3,345 

By  Decree,  No.  399,  of  October  20,  1891,  the  service  of 
inspection  (“servi90  de  fiscalisa9ao  ”)  was  reorganised.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  regulations  laid  down  by  this  Decree  all  conces- 
sionnaires  of  railways  in  Brazil  are  obliged  to  contribute  towards 
the  cost  of  inspection  as  follows ; — 


Over  60  Miles  in 

Less  than  60  Miles 

Extent. 

in  Exoent. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Subventioned  railways . . 

1,687  10  0 

• • 

» • • • * • • 

1,350  0 0 

Non-subventioned  railways  . . 

1,125  0 0 

. . 

M ••  •• 

•• 

900  0 0 
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One  of  the  principal  recent  events  in  connection  with  Brazilian  “ Geral” 
railways  has  been  the  failure  of  the  Companhia  Geral  de  Estrados  Railway 
cle  Ferro  do  Brazil.  Company. 

The  Geral  Railway  Company  was  formed  to  obtain  control 
over  several  railways,  in  which  . were  included  the  Leopoldina, 

Grao  Para,  Rio  and  Northern,  Macahe  and  Campos,  Arraruma, 

Juiz  de  Fora,  and  Pirii.  This  control  was  acquired  by  a cash 
payment,  and  by  an  exchange  of  its  own  shares  and  bonds  for 
the  share  capital  of  the  Leopoldina  Railway.  The  capital  of  the 
Geral  Company  was  nominally  200,000,000  milreis  (22,500,000/.) 

In  June,  18i^l,  an  attempt  was  made  to  float  a Inan  in  London 
and  Brazil  for  14,500,000/.  for  the  conversion  of  the  bonds  of  the 
various  companies  controlled,  but  it  was  not  accepted  in  Europe. 

Some  2,500,000/.  were,  however,  subscribed  in  Brazil.  This 
2,500,000/.  was  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  floating  debt, 
and  for  new  works,  as  well  as  for  the  expenses  connected  with  the 
loan.  None  of  the  money  appears  to  have  been  so  applied.  The 
directors  and  their  friends  began  to  speculate  wildly,  and  so-called 
debentures  of  20/.  were  issued  without  limit,  and  sold  in  the 
market  at  any  price  they  could  fetch.  They  were  sold  at  all 
prices  ranging  from  200  milreis,  gradually  falling  as  the  emissions 
increased,  and  when  the  final  crash  came,  at  the  end  of  1891,  they 
had  dropped  to  14  milreis.  Since  then  they  have  dropped 
further,  and  the  20/.  debentures  are  nov/  quoted  at  2 milreis.  It 
is  stated  that  the  total  emission  amounts  to  6,000,000  debentures, 
or  120,000,000/.  sterling,  but  no  official  confirmation  of  this  has 
yet  been  published. 

Early  this  year  it  was  decided  by  the  Brazilian  Courts  that 
the  Geral  Company  was  quite  distinct  from  the  Leopoldina. 

This  latter  company  then  became  independent,  a new  directorate 
being  formed  and  approved  of  by  the  Brazilian  Government. 

Since  then  the  new  directors  have  been  trying  to  make  terms  with 
the  creditors  in  Europe  and  Brazil.  Proposals  have  been  submifted 
to  the  debenture  holders  in  Europe  lor  a temporary  reduction  of 
the  interest  on  the  loans  there,  which  amount  to  about  6,500,000/., 
as  well  as  a suspension  of  the  amortisation.  Should  these  pro- 
j)Osals  be  accepted,  and  the  company' obtain  permission  from  the 
Government  to  revise  their  tariffs  sufficiently  to  compensate  for 
the  • fall  in  exchange,  there  is  every  hope  that,  with  efficient 
management,  the  railways  comprised  in  the  Leopoldina  system 
will  become  prosperous  and  paying  concerns. 


Slate  Railways. 

The  most  important  of  the  State  railways  is  the  Estrada  de  central 
Ferro  Central  do  Brazil.  Up  to  December  31,  1891,  the  extent  Railway, 
of  this  line  open  to  traffic  was  1,118  Idioms.  771  metres,  or  about 
670  miles.  By  a Decree  No.  701,  of  August  30,  1890,  the  Sao 
Paulo  and  Rio  de  Janeiro  Railway  was  incorporated  in  the 
Central  system.  The  extent  of  this  addition  is  231  kiloms.,  or 
about  138  miles. 
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On  February  13,  1891,  the  main  line  to  Sahara,  on  the  Rio 
(las  Velhas,  in  the  State  of  Minas  Geraes,  was  opened  by  the 
completion  of  the  section  between  Honorio  Bicalho  and  Sahara, 
llonorio  Bicalho  is  distant  some  3 miles  from  the  gold  mines  of 
the  St.  John  del  Rey  Company. 

Tlie  receipts  and  expenditure  of  this  railway  during  the  years 
1890-91  are  stated  to  be; — 


Receipts. 


Year. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1890  

1891  

Increase  .. 

Reis. 

12,041,192$249  i 
16,186,508  305 

£ s.  d. 

1,354,634  2 6 

1,820,182  3 0 

4,145,316  056  | 

465,548  0 6 

Expenditure. 


Year. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

.1S90  

1?91 

Increase 

Reis. 

9,184,0831476 
12,236,552  104 

£ s.  d. 

1,033,209  7 8 

•1,376,612  2 2 

3,052,468  628 

843,402  14  6 

The  increased  expenditure  of  this  line  is  accounted  for  as 
follows : — 

(a)  Purchase  of  S.  Paulo  and  Rio  de  Janeiro  Railway. 

{b)  Increase  of  staff  and  of  salaries,  in  view  of  the  enormously 
increased  cost  of  living. 

(c)  The  large  amount  of  coffee  received  from  the  interior. 

(d)  General  increase  of  goods  traffic. 

Many  and  bitter  have  been  the  complaints  against  the  Central 
Railway  during  the  last  twelvemonth.  Owing  to  the  congested 
state  of  the  line  the  goods  traffic  has  frequently  had  to  be  sus- 
pended, causing  much  loss  to  trade.  The  Government  arc  taking 
measures  to  improve  this  state  of  affairs,  and  have  asked  for  a 
sp( 
wi 
line. 

There  lias  recently  been  a block  at  the  Gamboa  maritime 
station  of  this  railway  at  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Increased  warehouse 
accommodation  is  now  being  constructed.  During  tlie  month  of 


3cial  credit  of  5,758, 347|534  reis  (1,356,564/.  l6*.  11 J.  at  par) 
th  which  to  purchase  rolling-stock  and  other  material  foi*  the 
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,[uly,  1892,  there  were  despatched  from  this  station  8,248  tons  of 
merchandise  to  the  interior. 


liailwaij  EMension. 

The  Baturite  Kailway  (State  of  Ceara)  is  being  rapidly  Baturit6. 
extended  to  Quixada,  whence  it  will  be  continued  over  the 
plateau  between  the  mountain  ranges  of  Sipo  and  Cachoeira,  in 
the  direction  of  the  town  of  Quixeramobim,  in  the  State  of 
Ceara. 

The  Sobral  Railway  is  being  extended  from  the  town  of  that 
name  to  Ipu,  a distance  of  50  miles.  This  railway  is  situated  to 
the  north  of  Ceara  State. 

On  the  Central  Pernambuco  system  a line  is  being  constructed  Central 
from  Cascavel  to  Pesqueira,  about  60  miles.  The  first  section  of  Pernambuco, 
this  line,  from  Cascavel  to  Bezerros,  is  nearly  laid. 

The  entire  extent  of  this  line,  namely,  about  90  miles,  was  Southern 
opened  to  traffic  last  year.  The  following  lines  are  in  course  of 
construction  on  this  system  : — 

From  Timbauba,  in  the  State  of  Pernambuco,  to  Pilar,  in 
that  of  Kio  Grande  do  Norte. 

From  Mulungu  to  Campina  Grande  through  Alagoa  Grande, 
in  Parahyba  do  Norte  State. 

From  Paquevira,  in  Pernambuco,  to  Imperatriz,  in  Alagoas  ; 
and  from  Angelim  to  Bom  Conselho,  in  the  State  of  Pernambuco. 

On  the  Porto  Alegre-Urnguayana  Railway  the  following  lines  Porto  Alegre 
are  in  course  of  construction 

Bnge  to  Uruguayana,  Cacequy  to  Uriiguayana,  and  Cacequy 
to  Bage,  in  all  some  370  miles. 

The  above-mentioned  official  report  publishes  the  following 
particulars  as  to  the  extensions  under  construction  on  the  sub- 
ventioned  and  non-subventioned  railways  respectively  ; — 


Snhveiitioned  Railways, 

On  December  24,  1891,  a branch  was  opened  from  Louren9o  Central 
de  Albuquerque  to  the  town  of  Assemblea  (State  of  Alagoas),  a Alagoas. 
distance  of  some  36  miles. 

The  main  line  in  the  State  of  Parana  runs  from  the  port  of  Paranti. 
Paranagua  to  Curityba,  the  capital,  the  concessionnaires  being  a 
French  company. 

The  extensions  in  course  of  construction  are ' 

Morretes  to  Antonina ; 

Lapa  to  Rio  Negro  ; 

Rio  Negro  to  Porto  do  Amazonas; 

Restinga  Secca  to  Ponta  Grossa. 

The ‘total  length  of  the  above  extensions  is  stated  to  be  187 
miles. 
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Brazilian 
Great  • 
Southern. 


M«gyana 

Railway. 


Extension  to 
Santos. 


Protest  of  Sao 
Paulo  Railway 
Company. 


Pelrolina  to 
Piauhy. 


Nafal  to 
Ceara-mirim. 


Proposed 
railway  to 
Matto  Grosso 
and  Bolivia. 

Sorocobana 

Railway. 


Sale  of  Rio 
Claro  to 
Paulista 
Railway. 
Paulista 
Railway — 
Extension  to 
i-ao  Sebastiao 
and  Santos. 


The  Brazilian  Great  Southern  Eailway  Company,  Limited, 
are  constructing  an  extension  from  Itaqui  to  Santo  Angelo,  a 
distance  of  some  213  miles,  with  a branch  to  Santa  Borja. 
Decree  No.  380,  of  May  9,  1890,  grants  a guarantee  of  interest 
and  other  favours  for  this  extension.  The  work  was  begun  in 
December,  1890. 

This  company  are  extending  their  system  from  Uberaba  in 
the  State  of  Minas  Geraes  to  Catalao  in  that  of  Goyaz. 

A Decree  No.  977  dated  August  5,  1892,  authorises  the 
Mogyana  Kailway  Company  to  extend  their  system  from  Kesaca, 
or  the  most  convenient  point  on  their  line,  to  Santos.  The  zone 
concessions  granted  to  other  companies  are  to  be  observed.  Tariffs 
are  not  to  exceed  those  of  other  lines  to  Santos,  and  are  to  be 
reduced  when  dividends  remain  above  12  per  cent,  for  2 
consecutive  years.  Four  years  are  allowed  for  the  ccnstruction 
of  the  line,  and  after  20  years  it  may  be  expropriated  by  Govern- 
ment. 

On  August  12  of  this  year  the  S.  Paulo  Kailvvay  Company 
protested  before  the  federal  judge  of  S.  Paulo  against  this  con- 
cession as  encroaching  on  their  zone.  The  S.  Paulo  Kailway 
runs  from  Santos  to  Jundiahy."^ 

Decree  No.  1,083  of  November  28,  1890,  granted  a guarantee 
of  interest  and  other  favours  for  the  construction  of  a railway 
from  Petrolina,  situated  on  the  River  Sao  Francisco  in  the  extreme 
south-west  of  Pernambuco  State,  to  the  coast  of  the  neiijhbourinjv 
State  of  Piauhy. 

The  construction  of  a line  from  Natal,  the  chief  port  of  Rio 
Grande  do  Norte  State,  to  Ceara-mirim  some  27  miles  to  the 
north-west  is  making  progress. 

A concession  was  granted  in  October,  1890,  for  a railway  to 
the  frontier  of  Bolivia  via  the  States  of  Goyaz  and  Matto  Grosso. 
The  distance  with  the  town  of  Catalao  in  the  former  State  as 
the  starting  point  is  estimated  to  be  about  1,100  miles. 

Decree  No.  436  F.  of  July  4,  1891,  authorised  the  Sorocobana 
Company  to  extend  their  system  to  Santos.  No  guarantee  of 
interest  is  conceded  for  this  extension.  The  distance  is  estimated 
to  be  120  miles.  Against  this  concession  the  S.  Paulo  Railway 
Company  likewise  protested  on  August  12,  1892,  alleging  that 
the  said  extension  would  also  be  an  encroachment  on  their  zone. 

Decree  No.  719  of  January  29,  1892,  authorised  the  transfer 
of  the  Rio  Claro  line  (State  of  S.  Paulo)  to  the  Paulista 
Company. 

Decree  No.  983  of  August  8,  1892,  authorises  the  Baulista 
Railway  to  construct  a line  from  Jundiahy,  or  the  most  convenient 
point,  to  the  port  of  Sao  Sebastiao,  situated  some  70  miles  to  the 
north  of  Santos  opposite  the  island  of  tlie  same  nan  e.  The 
company  are  also  to  construct  a branch  to  Santos.  The  entire 
work  is  to  be  concluded  5 years  after  the  approval  of  the  plans, 
which  are  to  be  presented  within  2 years.  In  other  respects 
this  concession  resembles  that  granted  to  the  Mogyana  Railway. 

* The  Mogyana  have  replied  by  a counter-protest. 
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Shipping  and  River  Navigation. 

Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  during  the 

Year  1891. 

Ocean-Going  Trade. 


British  . . , . • . . 

Total . . 

1 

Entered,  | 

Cleared. 

I 

Number  of 
Vessels,  j 

! 

Tons.  ! 

Number  of 
Vessels, 

Tons. 

576  j 

•• 

476 

•• 

1,680 

1,387 

•• 

Coasting  Trade. 

Brazilian 

Foreign . . 

Total  . . . . . . 

i Entered. 

Cleared. 

1 

j Number  of 
! Vessels. 

i 

' Tons. 

Number  of 
VessHs. 

J Tons, 

: 991 

, 822 

1 

993 
. 483 

•• 

! 1,313 

1,431 

1 ^ 

i 

Tablk  showing  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  Entering  the 
Port  of  Para  from  the  Ocean  during  the  Years  1889-91. 


Year. 

Number  ( 

Steam. 

if  Vessel.s. 

j Sailing. 

Tons. 

1839  

293 

85 

386,869 

1890  .. 

262 

85 

33^55.5 

1891 

286  j 

1 

! 124 

472,357 

As  regards  the  year  1891,  out  of  the  total  tonnage  of  472,357 
tons,  203,060  tons  were  contributed  by  Brazilian  vessels. 

British  shipping  entering  the  port  of  Para  during  the  same  British 
year  was  as  follows: — shipping  at 

Para. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

.Steam 

122 

.. 

Sailing  . . 

15 

Total 

137 

125,260 
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North 
American 
shipping  at 
Para. 


Lloyd 

Brazileiro.” 


Exemption 
From  calling- 
at  Santos. 


United  States 
and  Brazil 
Mail 

Stearoshi[» 

Company. 


Amazon 

.Steam 

Navigation 

Company. 

“ Companliia 
Maranhense.” 


“ Companliia 

Pernambu- 

cana.” 


North  American  (U.S.A.)  shipping  comes  next  in  importance, 
being  represented  by  47  ships  with  a total  tonnage  of  102,GPy 
tons. 


Table  showing  the  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Steamers  employed 
in  the  Kiver  Trade  to  Para. 


Names  of  Owners. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Companliia  do  Amazonas  . . 

27 

9,149 

Lloyd  Brazileiro  .. 

12 

2,759 

Companhia  Para  e Amazonas 

7 

2,542 

Private  individuals 

20 

1,577 

Tug  boats 

6 

110 

Total  

72 

16,137 

Subsidised  Navigation. 

The  chief  Brazilian  navigation  company  is  the  Lloyd  Brazileiro. 
The  fusion  of  this  company  with  the  Empreza  de  Obras  Publicas 
no  Brazil  Avas  authorised  by  Decree  No.  611  of  October  22,  1891. 
The  Llovd  Brazileiro  navio-ate  the  coast  of  Brazil  from  north  to 
south,  and  in  addition  undertake  the  river  navigation  of  Santa 
C'atharina,  Rio  Grande  to  Porto  Alegre,  Espirito  Santo  to 
Canavielras  on  the  Bahia  coast,  and  the  Rio  Doce  which  rises  in 
the  south  of  Minas  Geraes,  and  after  traversing  the  entire  State 
of  Espirito  Santo  from  west  to  east  flows  into  the  sea  at 
Regencia. 

Owing  to  the  increase  of  yellow  fever  at  Santos  during  last 
liot  season  the  Government  exempted  this  company  from  calling 
at  Santos  “ until  the  sanitary  condition  of  that  port  become 
normal.^’  From  all  accounts  even  the  normal  condition  leaves 
much  to  be  desired. 

The  United  States  and  Brazil  Mail  Steamship  Company 
receive  a subvention  from  the  Brazilian  Government.  The}'  have 
a fleet  of  five  steamers  which  leave  New  York  regidarly,  and  call 
at  all  the  principal  ports  of  Brazil  between  Para  and  Santos. 
This  Company  now  propose  extending  their  voyages  to  the 
River  Plate. 

The  contract  concluded  with  this  Company  in  1885  for  the 
navisration  of  the  Amazon  and  its  tributaries  comes  to  an  end 
this  year. 

The  Companliia  Maranliense  receive  a subvention  of  17(),0()() 
milreis  (l9,12oZ.  at  par.)  jier  annum  for  navigating  between 
S.  Luiz  in  the  State  of  Maranhao  and  Ceara,  the  capital  of  the 
State  of  the  same  name. 

This  Company  receive  an  annual  subvention  of  1 40, OOO  milreis 
(15,750/,)  for  navigating  between  Pernambuco  and  Ceara,  two 
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voyages  a month  from  Pernambuco  to  Aracaju  in  the  State  of  Ser- 
gipe,  and  one  monthly  voyage  to  tlie  island  of  Fernando  Noronha. 

A new  cable,  which  will  shortly  be  open  for  the  transmission 
of  messages,  has  been  laid  this  year  between  Pernambuco,  the 
island  of  Fernando  Noronha  and  the  town  of  Dakar  in  French 
Senegambia.  The  concessionnaires  are  the  South  American  Cable 
Company.  The  connection  with  Europe  will  be  from  Dakar  to 
the  Canary  Islands  and  thence  to  Cadiz. 

The  Western  and  Brazilian  Telegraph  Company  have  extended 
their  system  to  Montevideo  by  a new  direct  cable  from  Santos. 
This  cable  will  add  to  the  facilities  for  transmitting  messages  to 
and  from  the  Kiver  Plate,  as  it  does  not  touch  at  the  Southern 
Brazilian  port?,  and  the  duplex  system  is  employed. 


Harbour  Works. 

The  harbour  works  executed  at  the  port  of  Maranhao  during 
the  year  1891  consisted  of  dredging  and  the  construction  of  a 
quay. 

By  Decree  No.  1,022  of  August  23,  1892,  the  Government 
introduced  changes  in  the  contract  with  the  Ceara  Harbour 
Corporation  in  accordance  with  Law  No.  48  of  June  7,  1892. 
The  works  are  to  be  concluded  in  three  years.  A 6 per  cent,  per 
annum  guarantee  of  interest  on  a maximum  capital  of  4,874,000 
milreis  (548,325/.  at  par)  is  to  be  paid  every  six  months  for  a 
period  of  25  years,  provided  the  stipulated  clauses  of  the  contract 
are  fulfilled. 

In  the  existing  Budget  Law  the  sum  of  100,000  milreis 
(11,250/.)  is  assigned  for  the  improvement  of  the  port  of 
Amarra9ao,  in  the  State  of  Piauhy',  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kiver 
Paranahyba,  which  divides  the  above-named  State  from  that  of 
J^Iaranhao.  A plan  of  these  works  has  been  prepared. 

On  August  20  of  last  year  (1891)  the  works  for  improving  the 
port  of  Pernambuco  were  inaugurated. 

The  improvement  of  the  port  of  Bahia  is  entrusted  to  the 
“ Companhia  de  Docas  e Melhoramentos  da  Bahia.”  According  to 
the  last  report  of  the  Ministry  of  Public  Works  this  undertaking 
was  begun  on  August  20,  1891. 

The  improvements  authorised  for  the  harbour  of  Klo  de 
daneiro  consist  of  a quay  between  the  Prainha  and  the  Ponta  do 
Caju,  and  a dock  between  the  llha  Fiscal  and  the  city  foreshore. 
The  construction  of  a quay  between  the  Prainha  and  Ponta  do 
Caju  was  sanctioned  by  Decree  No.  849  of  October  11,  1890. 
The  works  were  begun  on  January  12  of  the  following  year. 

The  “ Companliia  de  Obras  llydraulicas  no  Brazil  ” are 
entrusted,  by  Decree  No.  137  of  April  11,  1891,  with  the 
execution  of  the  improvements  near  llha  Fiscal.  The  works  were 
begun  on  July  12  of  the  same  year. 

The  work  of  erecting  a quay  at  Santos  and  of  improving  that 
port  has  been  contracted  for  with  the  firm  of  Gaffree  and  Guinle. 


South 

American 

Cable 

Company, 


Extension  of 
Western  and 
Brazilian. 


Maranbiio. 


Ceara. 


Piauhy. 


Pernambuco. 

Bahia. 
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Block  at 
Santos. 


Gold  mines. 


Mouro  Yelho. 


In  Iiis  report  published  last  June  the  Minister  of  Public  Works 
states  that  both  the  works  of  con-^tructing  the  quay  and  of 
improving  the  harbour  have  progressed.  These  improvements 
are  much  needed,  as  the  crowded  state  of  Santos  harbour  and  the 
general  block  in  the  custom-house  and  at  the  railway  station  have, 
for  some  time  past,  caused  much  loss  of  life  among  the  crews  of 
vessels  which  have  been  detained  foi’  months  at  that  port.  The 
loss  to  trade  has  also  been  very  great.  Towards  the  end  of  last 
year  the  custom-house  staff  was  increased,  and  measures  adopted 
ior  expediting  the  clearance  of  goods. 

According  to  an  official  report  the  trade  of  Santos  increased 
80  per  cent,  during  the  year  1891,  attaining  a volume  of 
600,000  tons. 


According  to  Article  64  of  the  Brazilian  Constitution 
unexplored  mines  belong  to  the  State  where  they  are  situated. 
In  view  of  this  article  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Commerce, 
and  Public  Works  remarks  in  his  last  report  that  although  many 
applications  for  mining  concessions  have  been  made  to  the 
Federal  Government  they  are  to  await  the  final  organisation  of 
the  States  in  order  to  be  referred  to  the  several  Governments  of 
those  States. 

The  following  are  four  of  the  chief  gold  mines  which  are  at 
present  being  worked,  namely,  that  of  Mouro  Velho  (St.  John  del 
Rey  Mining  Company,  Limited),  Pari  (the  Santa  Barbara  Gold 
Mining  Company),  Passagein  and  Raposos  (Ouro  Preto  Gold 
Mines  of  Brazil,  Limited),  and  the  Faria  Mine. 

The  first  two  of  the  above-mentioned  are  worked  by  English 
companies,  the  third  is  partly  under  English  and  partly  under 
French  management.  The  Faria  mine  is  a French  undertaking. 
All  are  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Onro  Preto,  Minas 
Geraes. 

This  mine,  knowm  as  that  of  St.  .John  del  Rey,  was  formerly 
one  of  the  most  flourishing  gold  mines  of  the  w'orld.  Unfor- 
tunately, some  years  ago  a greater  portion  of  tlie  excavations  fell 
in,  doing  incaicnlable  damage  and  putting  a stop  to  operations. 
In  April,  1889,  the  work  of  re-opening  the  mine  was  begun,  and 
has  proved  one  of  great  difficulty  and  expense.  Water  is  the 
only  available  power,  and  to  gather  all  the  sources  of  this  poAver 
together  and  obtain  the  full  force  thereof  necessitated  40  miles  of 
old  and  new  watercourses,  12  miles  of  wire  rope,  signal  wires,  &c., 
4 miles  of  pipes,  1,.500  tons  of  timber,  and  an  enormous  amount 
of  ironwork.  The  total  sinking  and  driving  operations  from 
April,  1889,  to  February,  1892,  amounted  to  1,016  fathoms  4 feet. 
The  two  new  shafts  are  respectively  377  fathoms  3 feet  and 
362  fathoms  3 feet  in  depth.  These  shafts  have  been  sunk 
through  hard  rock  entirely  by  hand  boring.  The  latest  reports 
announce  the  completion  of  sinking  operations,  and  ])reparations 
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are  being  made  to  drive  into  the  lode.  There  la  a very  large 
amount  of  work  yet  to  be  done  in  the  mine. 

The  total  quantity  of  mineral  raised  from  the  Pari  mine  in  the 
year  1891  was  15,159  tons.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the 
company’s  operations  during  the  years  1890  and  1891 : — Company 


Year  ! 

i liaised. 

Tons 

Stamped. 

Produce, 

Oitavas. 

Produce 
per  Ton, 
Oitavas. 

Value  of 
Produce. 

1890  . 

1891 

18,642 

! 15,159 

1 

14,202 

12,050 

41,577 

38,302 

2,927 

3,178 

£ s.  d. 

17,912  18  9 
15,806  17  5 

The  stone  rejected  at  the  spalling  floors  from  the  15,159  tons 
raised  amouted  to  3,502  tons,  or  a decrease  of  938  tons  compared 
with  the  quantity  rejected  in  1890,  thus  leaving  11,657  tons  of 
good  mineral,  which,  with  393  tons  selected  from  the  poor  stone 
laid  aside  in  previous  years,  made  a total  of  12,050  tons  treated 
at  the  stamping  mills,  and  yielded  38,302  oitavas  of  retorted 
gold,  or  equivalent  to  an  average  of  3,178  oitavas  per  ton  of 
mineral  stamped. 

The  following  tables  give  the  particulars  of  the  returns  of 
these  mines  for  the  past  six  years : — 


JuNj],  1885,  TO  June,  1886. 


Mine. 

! Quantity. 

Val  lie. 

i Oro  Milled. 

! 

Gold  Produced. 

Rassageni  . . , . 

Kaposo.s . . 

Total  . . 

Tons. 

2,662 

2,621 

Oitavas. 

17,451 

3,277 

£ s.  cl. 

5,183 

20,728 

8,412  14  1 

June,  1880,  to  June,  1887. 


' Mine. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Ore  Milled. 

Gold  Produced. 

Passaaeni 

Raposos . . 

Borges  . . 

Total 

Tons. 

10,916 

3,930 

*’  .. 

Oitavas. 

48,431 

5,357 

12 

£ .<?.  cl. 

14,846 

53,800 

24,374  11  4 
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JuNF,  1887,  TO  June,  1888. 


Mine. 

_ Quantity. 

Value. 

Ore  Milled. 

Gold  Produced. 

Pa!?sagem 

Raposos  , . 

Tons. 

17,805 

3,029 

Oitavas. 

09,441 

5,929 

£ .V.  il. 

Total  . . 

20,834 

75,370 

36,704  0 11 

June,  1888,  to  June,  1889. 


Mine. 

1 

Quanti  ty. 

Valiis. 

Ore  Milled. 

Gold  Produced. 

Passage  m 

Raposos  . . 

Borges  .. 

.. 

Tons. 

23,813 

3,802 

430 

Oilavas. 

84,962 

5,746 

190 

£ s.  d. 

Total  .. 

.. 

28,045 

90,898 

42,795  8 5 

June,  1889,  to  June,  1890. 


Mine. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Ore  Milled. 

Gold  Produced. 

Passagem 

Raposos . . 

Tons. 

1 28,485 

3,378 

Oilavas. 

100,968 

4,318 

£ 6.  d. 

Total  . . 

31,863 

105,286 

48,865  0 10 

June,  1890,  to  June,  1891. 


Mine. 

Quantify. 

Value. 

Ore  Milled. 

Gold  Produced. 

Passagem 

Raposos . . 

Tons. 

37,542 

3,094 

Oitavas. 

125,170 

3,742 

£ d. 

Total  .. 

40,636 

128,912 

58,127  10  8 
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ivETUKN  of  Immigration  Statistics  during  the  Years  1881-91. 


Number  of  Immigrants. 


1881 

11,054 

18S2 

27,197 

1883 

28,257 

1884 

30,087 

1885 

30,135 

1886 

25,741 

1887 

54,990 

1888 

..  131,745 

1889 

65,187 

1890 

.o  107,100 

1891 

. . 

..  218,958 

The  figures  for  1890  and  1891  are  thus  divided  as  regards 
nationality  ; — 


Nationality  of  Immigrants^  1890. 


Italians  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  31,275 

Russians  and  Poles  ..  ..  ..  ..  27,125 

Portuguese  ..  ..  ..  ..  25,177 

Spaniards  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12,008 

Germans'..  ..  ..  ..  ..•  ..  4,812 

French  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,844 

Austrians  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,246 

Swedes  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  354 

Belgians..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  308 

Swiss  . . . . . . . . . . . . 254 

Various  . . . . . . . . . . . . 697 


Total  ..  107,100 


Nationality  of  Immigrants,  1891. 


Italians  .. 

..  134,391 

Portuguese 

32,349 

Spaniards 
Russians . . 

22,166 

. . 

11,817 

Germans . . 

5,285 

Austrians 

..  . 4,246 

English 

1,959 

French  . . 

1,921 

Swedes  . . 

• • • • 

1,907 

Belgians . . 

471 

Poles 

. . 

264 

Swiss 

198 

Americans 

. • • • 

35 

Dutch 

• • • • 

20 

Various  . . 

.. 

1,929 

Total 

Immigration. 


The  report  published  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  in  May, 
1892,  states  that  the  results  obtained  from  the  efforts  and  money 
expended  on  immigration  are  not  such  as  were  expected. 


General 

remarks. 


30 


BRAZIL. 


Contract  to 
introduce 
1,000,000 
immigrants. 


Law  per- 
mitting 
immigration 
of  Chinese  and 
Japanese. 


Inter-State 

migration. 


This  non-fulfilment  of  the  expectations  entertained  is  attri- 
buted cliiefly  to  the  two  following  causes: — (a)  Unfitness  of  the 
method  adopted  for  estahlisliing  and  maintaining  the  stream  of 
immigration;  {b)  want  of  order  and  supervision  in  the  service  of 
receiving,  lodging,  distribution  of  immigrants,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  centres. 

The  report  goes  on  to  remark  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
States  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  Santa  Catharina,  and  Espirito 
Santo,  where  there  is  real  colonisation,  the  immigrant  who  now 
comes  to  Brazil  experiences  for  the  most  part  a difficulty  in 
becoming  a landowner,  especially  in  S.  Paulo.  He  is,  says  the 
report,  a mere  machine  for  v»ork,  an  irresponsible  individual  with 
no  incentive  to  attach  him  to  the  soil  which  he  cultivates  for  the 
benefit  of  others,  and  who  is  dominated  by  the  idea  of  accumu- 
lating sufficient  capital  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  country. 
While  admitting  that  land  in  S.  Paulo  is  too  valuable  to  allow  of 
the  immigrant  becoming  a proprietor  before  many  years  of 
industry  and  thrift,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  expresses  his 
fears  as  to  the  evils  which  may  arise  from  the  way  in  which  this 
question  has  been  hitherto  managed. 

The  labour  question  is  indeed  a burning  one  here,  and  the 
danger  now  threatening  is  a dearth  of  hands.  In  addition  to  the 
above  circumstances  as  to  land-ownership,  on  which  so  much  stress 
is  laid  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  low  exchange,  affecting  as 
it  does  the  remittances  sent  home  by  the  immigrants,  un- 
doubtedly tends  to  drive  away  many  valuable  hands.  It  is 
reported  that  during  the  six  months  from  January  to  June  of 
this  year  30,000  immigrants  left  S.  Paulo  for  the  River  Plate  and 
Europe.  On  the  other  hand,  strenuous  efforts  are  being  made 
by  the  Government  to  maintain  and  increase  the  stream  of 
immigration. 

On  August  2 of  this  year  a contract  was  signed  between  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  the  Companhia  Metropolitaiia for 
the  introduction  of  1,000,000  immigrants  from  Europe  and 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  colonial  possessions  within  a period  of  10 
years.  This  contract  is  to  substitute  those  concluded  by  the 
Government  in  i888  and  1890.  Government  commissions  have 
also  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  upon  the  best 
means  for  encouraging  immigration  into  the  Northern  States. 
On  September  24  of  this  year  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  finally 
passed  the  Bill  presented  to  the  Senate  permitting  the  immigia- 
tion  of  Chinese  and  Japanese.  This  law  received  the  Presidential 
sanction  on  September  26  last,  and  has  for  its  chief  object  the 
introduction  of  Chinese  labour.  Although  opposition  has  been 
shown  to  this  measure,  it  is  favoured  by  the  land- owners  who 
represent  the  wealth  and  importance  of  the  nation,  and  since  the 
cost  of  agricultural  labour  has  increased  about  50  per  cent,  much 
benefit  is  expected  from  Chinese  immigration. 

A movement  of  inter-State  migration  is  constantly  going  on 
draining  labour  from  the  sugar  into  the  coffee  districts. 
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The  State  of  S.  Paulo  profits  most,  as  the  larger  number  of  emi- 
grants go  to  that  State. 

The  current  of  British  immigration  into  Brazil  which  set  in 
last  year  cannot  be  otherwise  described  than  ill-starred.  Of  the 
1,959  British  immigrants  who  are  reported  to  have  landed  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro  and  Santos,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  few,  if  any,  have 
prospered.  In  so  vast  a country  it  is  difficult  to  trace  immi- 
grants, but,  from  reports  received,  it  is  to  be  concluded  that  the 
majority  of  those  who  were  sent  up  country,  and  who  survived 
the  effects  of  sickness  and  want,  found  their  way  again  to  the 
coast,  and  left  the  country,  many  being  repatriated  out  of  public 
and  private  funds.  The  greater  number  of  those  who  came  were 
factory  hands  from  Bradford  and  other  large  towns.  However 
hard  may  have  been  their  lot  at  home  they  certainly  did  not  im- 
prove it  by  coming  here  to  work  on  coffee  plantations,  and  even 
had  they  been  agriculturists  they  would  probably  have  fared  little 
better.  As  long  as  our  people  have  such  fields  as  British  colonies 
and  the  United  States  of  North  America  to  which  to  emigrate 
they  would  do  well  to  avoid  Brazil,  where  the  language,  laws,  and 
customs  are  strange,  and  where  the  climate  is  for  the  most  part 
unsuited  to  them. 


Range  of  Exchange  for  Commercial  Bills  at  90  days  sight 
on  London. 

1891. 


Month. 

Per  Milreis. 

From— 

To— 

s.  cl. 

8.  d. 

J aniiary 

1 6| 

1 

February  . . 

1 7 

1 

March 

1 

1 H 

April 

1 5i 

• 1 

May 

1 4 

1 5^ 

June 

1 4^ 

1 

July 

1 

1 5^ 

August 

1 2i 

1 4 

September  . . 

1 2^ 

1 3| 

October 

1 1 

1 3f 

November  .. 

0 lU 

1 U 

December  . . 

0 lU 

1 Of 

(1422) 


British 

immigration. 


BRAZIL. 


1892. 


Month. 

Per  Milreis. 

From — 

To— 

.9.  cl. 

.9.  d. 

January 

1 

1 01 

February  . . 

0 llfl 

1 0| 

M arch  

0 111 

1 Oi 

April 

0 Ilf 

0 111 

May . . 

0 in 

0 Hi 

J une 

0 iOtV 

0 Ilf 

The  rate  of  exchange  which  began  to  advance  during  the 
early  part  of  September  has  continued  to  rise  steadily,  having 
reached  16  at  the  beginning  of  October.  There  is  a general 
opinion  among  business  men  that  the  turning  point  in  the  crisis 
has  been  passed,  and  a steady  rate  of  improvement  is  expected. 
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New  Series  of  Reports. 


Reports  of  fhe  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty  s 
‘Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  *be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 


No. 

1021.  Adrianople  .. 

Page. 

id. 

No. 

1079.  Brindisi 

Page. 

2d. 

1022.  Tripoli 

• « 

Id. 

1080.  New  York  .. 

2d. 

1023.  Jerusalem  .. 

Id. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

lid. 

1024.  Odessa 

6d. 

1082.  Frankfort  .. 

4d. 

1025.  Genoa 

l|d. 

1083.  Hiogo 

Ud. 

1026.  Kiungchow  . . 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1084.  Tokio 

lid. 

1027.  Batoum 

4^d. 

1085.  Amsterdam . . 

Id. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

Id. 

1086.  San  Francisco 

3d. 

1029.  Batavia 

* 

Id. 

1087.  Bangkok 

id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

, , 

id. 

1088.  Soul.. 

Ud. 

1031.  San  Joss 

Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai  .. 

Id. 

1032.  Manila 

lid. 

1 1090.  Copenhagen.. 

id. 

1033.  Marseilles  .. 

Id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

id. 

1034.  Ssvatow 

, * 

Id. 

1092.  Bushire 

2d. 

1035.  Paris.. 

* ^ 

Id. 

1093.  Tamsui 

Id. 

1036.  Ichang 

5d. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

Id. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

Id. 

1095.  Port  Said  .. 

Id. 

1038.  Foochow 

Id. 

1096.  Guatemala  .. 

id 

1039.  Brest.. 

. . 

Id. 

1097.  Chungking.. 

9d. 

1040.  Madeira 

id. 

1098.  Nagasaki 

Id. 

1041.  Antwerp 

. . 

lid. 

1099.  Constantinople 

2d. 

1042.  Taganrog 

2id. 

1100.  Buenos  A3Tes 

id. 

1043.  Algiers 

2id. 

1101.  Shanghai 

2d. 

1044.  Hankow 

lid. 

1102.  Jeddah 

id. 

1045.  Nantes 

lid. 

1103.  Chicago 

, . 

3d. 

1046.  Belgrade 

, . 

2d. 

1 nOL  Erzeroum  .. 

t 

id. 

1047.  Fiume 

Id. 

1105.  Luanda 

3d. 

1048.  Wuhu  .. 

Id. 

1106.  Macao 

id. 

1049.  Cagliari 

, , 

Id. 

1107.  Canton 

Id. 

1050.  Erzeroum 

. , 

Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo.. 

Ud. 

1051.  Syra  .. 

Id. 

1109.  Tunis 

1052.  Cherbourg  .. 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1110.  Sofia.. 

1053.  Lima. . 

1111.  Brunei 

Ud. 

1054.  Bilbao 

lid. 

1112.  Athens 

2id. 

1055.  Cadiz 

2d. 

1113.  Alexandria  .. 

2d. 

1056.  Corunna 

. . 

2.id. 

1114.  Ahenna 

Id. 

1057.  Saigon 

Id. 

1115.  Stettin 

24d. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

Id. 

1116.  Berne 

Id. 

1059.  Trebizond  . . 

. , 

Id.  1 

1117.  Palermo 

2id. 

1060.  Barcelona  .. 

Ud.  1 

1118.  Tokio 

Ud. 

1061.  Tainan 

Id.  1 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

3d. 

1062.  Smyrna 

lid.  1 

1120.  Teneriffe 

1(1. 

1063  Old  Calabar.. 

id. 

1121.  Damascus 

Id. 

1064.  Samoa 

id.  1 

1122.  Naples 

2d. 

1065.  Tahiti 

Id.  1 

1123.  Hakodate  .. 

Id. 

1066.  Chefoo 

6d., 

J124  Montevideo  .. 

2id. 

1067.  Gothenburg  . . 

2d. 

1125.  Stockholm  .. 

Ud. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

lid. 

1 ] 26.  Dantzig 

. . 

2d. 

1069.  Loanda 

. . 

lid. 

1127.  The  Hague  .. 

, , 

1070.  Guatemala  .. 

Id. 

1128.  Odessa 

1071.  Zanzibar 

Id. 

1129.  Berne 

lid. 

1072.  Charleston  ., 

, , 

2i(J. 

1130.  Malaga 

3d. 

1073.  Nice.. 

. * 

Id. 

1131.  Home 

» • 

2id. 

1074.  Caracas 

Id. 

1132.  St.  Jago  de  Cuba 

* , 

Ud. 

1075.  Lisbon 

2d. 

1133.  Munich 

lid. 

1076.  Calais 

2d.  i 

1134.  Meshed 

Id. 

1077.  liio  Grande  do  Sul 

54d.  1 

1135.  Guayaquil  .. 

id 

J078.  Philadelphia 

• • 

2id.  1 

1136.  Bio  de  Janeiro 

• • 

4id 

No.  1137. 

Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  A^o.  993. 
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TONGA. 

Cojisui- General  Sir  John  Thurston  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery, 


I HAVE  the  honouT  to  forward  herewith  Returns  showing  the 
Imports  and  Exports  of  Tonga  during  the  Years  1890-91, 
together  with  a Report  tliereon  compiled  from  Reports  furnished 
by  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Leefe  and  Printed  Returns  issued  by  the 
Customs  Department  of  Tonga. 

1 have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  B.  THURSTON. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Tonya  for  the  Year  189U 
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WESTERN  PACIFIC. 


Taxe 

Price 

<‘opra. 


Medium  of 
exchange. 


Influenza. 


imports. 


Imports 
nnder  British 
and  Geiman 
flags. 


During  the  year  1891  Tonga  was  happily  free  from  any 
political  or  religious  disturbances. 

In  February  the  Government  ceased  accepting  copra  by  way 
of  taxes,  up  to  which  date  it  had  been  received  at  the  rate  of 
14  lbs.  for  l.v.  (or  8/.  per  ton),  whilst  the  large  mercantile  houses 
were  giving  10/.  per  ton  to  white  collectors^  and  time  bargains 
made  then  are  still  in  force  for  10/.  10^.  per  ton.  As  the  year 
advanced  the  price  of  this  export  (practically  Tongas  only  one) 
fell  considerably,  and  at  its  close  the  natives  were  only  receiving 
Is.  for  20  lbs.,  or  at  the  rate  of  5/.  12s.  per  ton  ; and  small 
traders,  upon  whom  devolves  the  trouble  of  purchasing  and 
collecting  in  small  quantities,  were  only  able  to  obtain  from 
6/.  to  6/.  10s.  from  the  exporting  houses.  Some  few  contracts 
were  made  for  copra  at  8/.  per  ton  to  be  delivered,  free  on  board, 
at  Vavau. 

At  such  low  prices  the  natives  have  not  cared  to  sell  copra, 
but  preferred  to  wait  for  a rise  in  the  market. 

Trade  has,  in  consequence,  been  dull,  and  taxes  have  not  been 
properly  paid.  The  natives  are  unfortunately  falling  into  arrears 
with  their  taxes. 

It  was  noticed  during  the  year  that,  owing  to  the  Samoan 
Government  deciding  not  to  accept  German  silver  marks  as  legal 
tender,  this  coin,  in  large  quantities,  was  again  being  introduced. 
Tonga  is  now  the  only  place  in  the  South  Pacific  where  this  in- 
convertible coin  is  accepted  as  currency  even  at  a discount. 

Although,  for  internal  purposes,  the  mark  may  be  as  useful  as 
a shillino;,  still,  wdien  it  is  considered  that  Tongan  direct  trade  is 
exclusively  with  countries  in  which  the  German  mark  is  not  a 
legal  tender,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Tongan  Government 
does  not  wholly  exclude  it  from  circulation,  as  has  been  done  with 
great  commercial  advantage  in  Samoa. 

During  the  months  of  November  and  December  the  islands 
suffered  from  a severe  epidemic  of  influenza,  causing  the  death  of 
a great  many  of  the  natives.  The  epidemic  was  so  severe  as  to 
greatly  affect  trade,  little  business  having  been  done  during  the 
months  specified, 


Jm  ports. 

Imports  for  1890  were  valued  at  28,882/.  125.  lOr/.,  as  against 
51,929/.  45.  2d.  in  1891.  The  value  of  the  consignments  arriving 
under  British  and  German  flags  was  as  under  : — 

In  British  Bottoms. 


1890.. 

1891.. 


Year. 


A^'alue. 


£ s.  d. 
18,518  n 0 
39,168  0 0 
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In  Germ  am  Bottoms. 


Year. 

Value. 

£ s,  d. 

1890.. 

• • • • 

• « 

8,911  0 8 

1891.: 

.. 

. . ..  1 

12,104  14  10 

The  following  are  the  chief  ports  from  whence  the  imports  Places  whence 
were  received  : — imported. 


Ports. 

Value. 

£ s d. 

New  Zealand.. 

31,838  11  11 

New  South  Wales 

8,236  9 4 

Samoa  . . 

3,936  17  7 

Fiji 

1,051  0 11 

The  trade  of  Tonga  may  be  considered  as  a retail  one ; the  Petail  prices 
retail  prices  of  the  principal  articles  of  import  are  therefore 

. ^ r I I imports, 

given  : — 

Prices. 


Articles. 

Value. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Biscuits,  cabin 

Per  40-lb.  tin  . . 

0 

12 

6 

„ pilot, 

» • • 1 

0 

12 

0 

Butter  iu  jar  . . 

i9 

lb 1 

0 

1 

0 

„ tinned . . 

99 

0 

1 

6 

Cigars  in  bond 

99 

100. ! 

5s. 

to 

10^. 

Drapery  prints 

yard 

2d.  to 

Id. 

„ flannels 

. . . 1 

0 

0 

3 

„ alpaca 

99 

1 

7d. 

to 

lOd. 

Fish,  tinned  . . 

99 

dozen 

0 

6 

0 

Flour  . . 

99 

ton.. 

15 

0 

0 

F ruits  . . 

99 

dozen 

0 

15 

6 

Galvanised  iron 

ton . . 

18 

0 

0 

Meats,  tinned  (2  lb. 

tins) 

99 

dozen 

0 

10 

3 

„ „ (1  lb. 

„ ) 

)i 

99 

0 

7 

0 

Beef  . . 

99 

100-lb.  keg 

1 

2 

0 

Oil,  kerosene,  150° 

99 

case 

0 

15 

0 

Pice,  per  bag  . 

99 

56  lbs. 

0 

11 

0 

Soap,  yellow  . . 

99 

cwt. 

0 

15 

0 

„ mottled . . 

M 

1 

2 

0 

Sugar,  white  (beet) 

99 

lb 

0 

0 

„ brown . . 

99 

0 

0 

Tea,  China 

0 

1 

■ 9 

,,  t'iji 

99 

99  • • • • 

0 

2 

0 

Timber,  dressed 

100  feet 

superficial 

1 

7 

0 

„ undressed 

Per 

100  feet 

superficial 

1 

5 

0 

(1424) 
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Exports. 


Proportions 
of  trade 
according  to 
nationality  of 
exporter. 


Principal 

exports. 


Local  Prices  of  Native  Produce. 


Articles. 

Value. 

£ 8.  d. 

Copra  . . 

Per  20  lb.  . . 

0 10 

Fungus 

. . 

8 lb. 

0 10 

Chillies,  green 

. . 

12  1b.  .. 

0 10 

„ dry 

. . 

5 lb.  . . 

0 1 0 

Coffee,  husked 

, , 

?> 

4 1b.  .. 

0 10 

Yams  .. 

99 

ton 

8 14  0 

Bananas 

99 

40  lb. 

bunch 

0 10 

Kumalas 

ton 

3 10  0 

Exports. 

The  exports  for  1890  were  valued  at  45,326/.  Is.  Sd,  and 
75,400/.  3s.  6d.  in  1891.  Of  this  there  was  carried:  — 

In  British  Bottoms. 


Year. 

Value. 

£ s.  d. 

1890 

14,022  8 0 

1891 

11,620  13  2 

In  German  Bottoms. 


Year. 

Value. 

£ s.  d. 

1890 

20,509  11  1 

' 1891 

9,658  15  4 

The  proportions  of  trade  according  to  nationality  of  exporters 
were  as  follows  : — 


Value. 


Nationality. 


1890. 

1891. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

British 

20,491 

16 

10 

61,872 

15 

7 

liani^h 

886 

3 

6 

704 

2 

0 

German 

21,2.7 

3 

7 

21,577 

17 

10 

Russian 

812 

7 

6 

783 

17 

0 

Tongan 

1,918 

10 

3 

461 

11 

0 

The  principal  items  of  export  were — 
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Value. 


Articles. 


1890. 

1891. 

£ s.  d.  \ 

£ s.  d. 

Copra 

34,353  3 6 j 

63,764  15  6 

Green  fruit . . 

6,438  1 8 

8,533  1 0 

Whale  oil  . . 

765  0 0 

1,098  0 0 

Fungus 

260  16  5 

268  8 4 

Wool  

128  9 0 

40  0 0 

The  exports  were  chiefly  sent  to — 


Ports. 

Value. 

1890. 

1891. 

£ -9.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Marseilles  .. 

13,856  10  1 

30,959  19  6 

N ew  Zealand 

9,129  0 1 

9,510  3 5 

Lisbon 

7,562  14  0 

28,897  10  0 

United  Kingdom  . . 

10,171  14  0 

2,428  6 0 

Principal 
ports  to  which 
exports  are 
sent. 


A whaling  station  was  formed  during  the  year  on  one  of  the  Whaling, 
small  islands  in  the  vicinity  of  Nukualofa,  and  during  the  season 
which  ends  in  November,  10  whales  were  taken  by  two  boats. 

The  oil  obtained  was  estimated  at  30  tons  and  valued  at  600/. 


Shipping. 


The  total  tonnage  entering  and  leaving  the  kingdom  during  Shipping, 
the  years  1890  and  1891  is  as  under: — 


1890. 

1891. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Steamers 

Sailing  vessels  . . 

Tons. 

30,368 

5,984 

Tons. 

30,368 

5,984 

Tons. 

43,517 

19,694 

Tons. 

43,517 

19,993 

Total 

36,289 

36,352 

63,211 

63,510 

The  British  and  German  tonnage  res[)ectively  entering  and  British  and 
leaving  the  ports  of  Nukualofa,  Neiafu,  and  Lifuka  was  as  Glerman 
follows tonnage. 
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British  Tonnage. 


Port. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

1890. 

1891 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

Nukualofa 

22,516 

30,640 

254 

1,104 

22,970 

31,744 

Neiafu  

10,166 

21,114 

865 

827 

11,031 

21,941 

Lifuka*  “ 

9,384 

368 

9,752 

Total  

32,682 

61,138 

1,119 

2,299 

34,001 

63,437 

! 

German  Tonnage. 


Port. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

i 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

I 1890. 

1891. 

Nukualofa 

Neiafu  

Lifuka*  

28,054 

25,896 

3,974 

1,846 

2,320 

1,608 

1,306 

32,028 

28,216 

3,454 

1,306 

Total  

28,054 

25,896 

5,820 

5,234 

32,028 

32,976 

* During  10  montli.s,  March  to  December,  1891. 


Note. — For  the  years  1889  and  1890  vessels  calling  at 
Nukualofa,  and  then  proceeding  to  Neiafu,  appear  in  statement 
as  having  entered  at  the  first-named  port  and  cleared  from  the 
latter,  or  vice  versC  hut  this  practice  has  now  been  discontinued 
and  the  tonnage  of  vessels  is  shown  in  the  returns  of  eacli  port 
at  which  they  entered  or  cleared. 


Imperial 
North 
German 
Lloyd’s  Line. 
Union 
Steamship 
Company  of 
New  Zealand 
(under 
contract  to 
the  Tonga 
Government). 
Donald  and 
Edin- 
horough’s 
Line. 


Wharfs, 

N ukualofa 
and  Neiafu. 


Marks, 
beacons,  and 
buoys. 


Steam  Communication. 

A service  runs  as  heretofore  between  Sydney,  New  South 
Wales  ; Nukualofa,  Tongatabu  ; and  Apia,  Samoa ; thence  back  to 
Sydney. 

A 28-day  service  between  Auckland,  New  Zealand ; 
Nukualofa,  Tongatabu;  Lifuka,  Haapai  ; Neiafu,  Vavau; 
and  Apia,  Samoa;  and  back  via  Nukualofa.  (From 
August  to  January  the  steamer  performing  this  service  leaves 
Samoa  for  Fiji  (Suva),  and  thence  to  Auckland  by  way  of 
Tongatabu. 

Six-weekly  service  between  Auckland,  New  Zealand  ; Nu- 
kualofa, Tongatabu  ; Apia,  Samoa  ; Tahiti  and  Karotonga. 

There  is,  however,  some  prospect  of  this  line  being  dis- . 
continued  by  the  above-named  firm  and  taken  up  by  the  Union 
Steamship  Company  of  New  Zealand. 

The  work  of  extending  and  broadening  the  end  of  the 
Nukualofa  Wharf  has  been  completed,  and  a vote  has  been  taken 
to  meet  the  cost  of  carrying  out  the  wharf  at  Neiafu  (Vavau) 
into  20  feet  water. 

There  is  nothing  to  report  in  respect  of  beacons  and  buoys 
exce))ting  that  one  or  two  of  the  buoys  in  the  Egeria  Channel 
have  been  washed  away. 
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Although  there  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  export  of  Horticulture, 
oranges  from  26,054  cases  in  1890  to  3o,929  cases  in  1891,  it  is  • 
feared  that  a very  small  quantity  will  be  exported  during  1892, 
owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  orange  trees  by  an  insect. 

This  insect  pest,  according  to  Dr.  W.  M.  Maskell,  of  New 
Zealand,  is  a Chionaspis,  possibly  C.  citri. 

It  is  reported  that  the  pest  has  recently  attacked  the  banana, 
tobacco,  and  other  plants,  in  consequence  of  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  neighbouring  colony  of  Fiji  have  prohibited  the 
importation  of  Tongan  fruit  and  vegetable  produce  generally. 

The  laws  of  Tonga  have  been  much  improved  by  the  passing  Laws, 
of  a criminal  and  civil  code,  copies  of  which  have  already  been 
transmitted. 


Population, 

The  native  population  of  Tonga  is  estimated  as  follows  : — Population. 


Description. 

Number. 

Adult  males 

5,281 

„ females 

5,142 

Youths  .. 

2,910 

Girls  

2,940 

Children  . . 

2,923 

Total  . . 

19,196 

In— 

Number- 

Tongatabu 

6,675 

Ena 

353 

Haapai  Group  .. 

5,414 

Vavau  Group 

Nuiafo’on 

5,084 

993 

Nuiatobutabu  .. 

667 

Total  . . 

19,186 

Fokeigners. 


Nationality. 

Number. 

Eritish  . . 

206 

A merican 

25 

Chinese  .. 

3 

Danish  . . 

8 

French  . . 

14 

German  . . 

90 

Pufsian  .. 

4 

Swedish  .. 

3 

Total 

353 

8 


WESTERN  PACIFIC, 


Total  Population. 


Description. 

Number. 

Nath'es  .. 
Foreigners 

19,196 

353 

Total  

19,549 

Keturn  of  Tongan  Trade  for  the  Yeai’s  1890-91. 

J MFOIITS. 


Countries. 

General  Merchandise. 

1890. 

1891. 

South  Australia 

£ s.  d. 

£ .9.  d. 

246  10  10 

New  Zealand 

18,846*  18  8 

31,838  11  11 

Victoria 

2,616  7 6 

New  South  Wales  . . 

2,351’  11  2 

8,236  9 4 

Fiji  . - 

293  3 11 

1,051  8 5 

United  Kingdom  .. 

156  16  8 

1,922  0 11 

Germany  . . 

4,156  9 6 

1,808  8 7 

Samoa 

2,613  11  2 

3,936  17  7 

Norway 

.. 

21  0 0 

Tahiti 

. . 

31  15  6 

Rarotonga  . . 

58  18  0 

9 11  8 

Sarage  Island 

4 0 0 

Jlritish  Columbia  . . 

405’  6 9 

San  Francisco 

•• 

1 208  1 11 

Total  . . 

28,882  12  10 

51,929  4 2 

Exports. 


Coom tries  and  Ports.  i 

i 

Produce  of  Tonga.  j 

Manufacture  of  other 
Countries. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

& K 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

d.  ! 

£ s. 

d. 

New  Zealand 

... 

• •• 

8,217  <i 

11 

9,347 

6 

0 

911 

13  2 : 

169  17 

5 

New  South  Wales 

• •• 

67!  1 

0 

1,054 

11 

4 

8 

0 0 

5 18 

0 

Fiji  

••• 

72'  0 

10 

191 

1 

0 

39 

0 0 ’ 

236  7 

2 

United  Kingdom 

10,17!  !1 

0 

2,42« 

6 

0 

Lisbon 

... 

... 

7,562  14 

0 

28,897 

10 

0 

••  ! 

MarseSIes  — 

... 

13,856  10 

1 

30,959 

19 

6 

1 

Sainon 

• •• 

1,434  16 

0 ! 

205 

18 

0 

1,001' 

4 11  1 

508"l2 

4 

Sarage  Island 

... 

168 

13  10 

389  16 

8 

Germtiny 

... 

... 

4'  0 

0 

1,012 

' 0 

0 

1 

Singapore  ... 

... 

2 

16  0 

Tahiti... 

... 

25 

0 0 

Valparaiso  .» 

... 

... 

62^  7 

11 

Totid 

... 

... 

43,169  13 

9 

74,096 

11 

10 

1 2,156 

7 11 

1,303  11 

TONGA. 


9 


Keturn  of  Tongan  Trade  for  the  Years  189C-91. 


Impokts. 


General  Merchandise. 


Xationality  of  Importer. 


• 

1 

1890.  1 

1891- 

£ 

s. 

d,  1 

£ 

s. 

d. 

British 

12,609 

11 

0 1 

32,390 

6 

9 

Chiuese 

39 

4 

1 i 

9 

15 

6 

Danish 

428 

4 

0 ! 

304 

4 

6 

French 

351 

17 

5 

444 

14 

4 

German 

12,581 

4 

0 

14,899 

2 

4 

Russian 

ns 

9 

1 

1,092 

2 

3 

United  States 

7 

15 

0 

116 

5 

4 

Tongan 

1,951 

8 

3 

2,561 

17 

9 

Other  nationalities 

•• 

no 

15 

5 

Total  . . 

.. 

28,882 

12 

10 

51,929 

4 

2 

Exports. 


Nationality  of  Exporter. 

Produce  of  Tonga. 

Manufacture  of  other 
Countries. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

British  

£ «.  d. 

18,457  7 5 

£ j.  d. 

51,036  17  2 

£ s.  d.  I 

2,034  9 5 

£ d. 

835  18  5 

Danish  

i 885  4 0 

7C4  2 0 

0 19  6 1 

German  

21,126  4 7 

21,127  14  8 

90  19  0 i 

1 450’”3  2 

Russian  

783  7 6 

778  17  0 

, 29  0 0 

5 0 0 

Tongan  

1,917  10  3 

449  1 0 

: 10  0 

12  10  0 

Total  

43,169  13  9 

74,096  11  10 

1 2,156  7 11 

1,303  11  7 
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DENMARK. 

COPENHAGEN. 


Consul  Inglis  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Copenhagen,  November  8,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a Review  of 
the  Ti'ade  of  Denmark  for  1891,  and  in  explanation  of  the  delay 
I beg  leave  to  mention  that  statistics  for  the  period  in  question 
have  only  been  issued  within  the  last  few  days. 

I have  taken  occasion  to  include  in  the  present  Report  some 
particulars  regarding  the  improvements  introduced  in  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  working  classes  here,  through  the  efforts  of  the  various 
local  associations  founded  with  that  object. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  P.  INGLIS. 
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DENMARK. 


Volume  of  From  returns  just  issued  it  appears  that  the  volume  of 

trade.  Denmark's  trade  with  foreign  countries  in  1891  amounted  to- 

3.031.000  tons,  of  'which  2,964,000  tons  represented  imports  and 

667.000  tons  exports ; of  these  latter  409,500  tons  were  native 
produce,  and  257,500  tons  foreign  goods  re-exported. 

Value.  The  estimated  value  of  the  whole  exchange  of  trade  with 

foreign  countries  in  1891  amounted  to  a total  of  32,423,000/.,. 
imports  figuring  for  18,589,000/.  and  exports  for  13,834,000/. 
Native  produce  represented  a value  of  11,589,000/.,  and  foreign 
goods  re-exported  2,445,000/.  The  following  table  shows  the 
imports  and  exports  of  the  principal  articles  : — 


Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  the  Principal  Articles  of 
Import  and  Export  during  the  Year  1890-91. 


Articles. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Colonials 

394,620 

423,110 

1,420,583 

1,642,810 

Beverages 

Manufactures  of  cotton, 

88,160 

122,962 

234,672 

275,243 

wool,  and  h ilk 

274,869 

284,464 

2,137,972 

2,198,465 

Metals  and  hardware  . . 
Wood  and  manufactures 

285,515 

266,267 

1,599,730 

1,695,402 

thereof  . • 

166,622 

179,625 

1,041,171 

980,933- 

Coals 

124,179 

139,969 

1,250,596 

297,541 

1,291,954 

Animals.. 

Pork,  bacon,  butter, 

2,453,773 

2,537,205 

334,909 

eggs,  and  lard 

6,239,624 

6,838,961 

1,326,015 

1,591,159 

Cereals  and  breadstuffs 

595,629 

972,205 

1,63.5,429 

2,256,848 

Total 

10,022,991 

11,764,768 

10,943,714 

12,267,723 

Turning  again  to  quantity,  it  appears  that  there  were  225,500 
tons  more  than  the  previous  year,  and  319,000  tons  more  than  the 
average  for  the  preceding  five  years;  this  increase  is  shared  both 
by  imports  and  exports.  Value,  on  the  other  hand,  shows  an 
advance  of  2,389,000/.,  or  4,278,000/.  more  than  the  five  years’ 
average. 

In  Denmark’s  foreign  trade  Great  Britain  and  Germany,  a& 
usual,  hold  the  foremost  place,  both  with  respect  to  volume  and 
value,  representing  as  they  do  about  two-tlilrds  of  the  whole 
exchange. 

Trade  with  The  volume  of  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Denmark 

Great  Britain,  is  more  than  double  that  with  Germany,  while  the  value  is  not 
much  larger,  owing  to  the  weightier  and  less  valuable  articles 
chiefly  coming  from  England.  The  total  value  of  trade  with 
Great  Britain  was  1 1,178,000/ , against  an  average  of  10,056,000/., 
or  an  increase  of  1,122,000/.,  about  945,000/.  being  on  exports. 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  and  exports  from 
and  to  the  different  countries : — 


Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  into  Denmark,  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  in  1891,  compared  with  1890. 


Country. 

i 

Exports.  ! 

Inaporls. 

13D0. 

1891.  1 

j 1890. 

1891. 

i 

£ 

* £ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . . 

1 

7,193,178 

7,341,034 

3,753,409 

3,835,122 

■''Germany 

* ] 1 

3,254.976 

3,787,565 

5,528,294 

6,149,708 

Sweden  . . 

1,239,638 

1,278,580 

2,380,119 

2,614,621 

^^^--^lussia  . . 

158,492 

151,144 

1,506,464 

1,986,049 

^^..JQ’nited  States  .. 

120,864 

12.5,195 

1,185,873 

1,079,683 

South  America 

and 

Brazil.. 

672 

• 2,286 

54,008 

38,221 

Norway . . 

384,742 

489,858 

316,223 

1 321,709 

^ — Bolland.. 

! 51,762 

28,040 

396,587 

! 425,131 

'“■’'f’runce  . . 

118,733 

131,312 

386,096 

! 518,489 

Belgium 

61,986 

73,574 

472,092 

377,366 

Danish  possessions 

219,995 

245,383 

' 215,863 

! 199,315 

Other  countries 

185,954 

180,476 

862,243 

862,254 

•• 

12,990,992 

13,834,947 

17,057,271 

18,407,668 

As  wiil  be  seen,  the  imports  from  Great  Britain  amounted  in 
1891  to  3,835,122/.,  and  exports  to  Great  Britain  to  7,341,034/. 

In  tlie  latter  butter  takes  the  first  place,  then  pork  and  bacon,  and 
eggs,  there  being  a falling-off  compared  with  the  average  for  tlie 
five  years  in  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine.  The  exports  of  butter 
alone  in  1891  amounted  to  4,620,941/.  (See  Table  on  page  5.) 

Germany  figures  for  a value  of  9,938,000/.,  the  five  years’  Germany, 
average  being  8,506,000/.  The  increase  in  1891  amounts  to 
about  1,445,000/.:  imports  representing  584,000/.,  and  about 
861,000/.  the  exports  to  that  country. 

Live  animals  exported  to  the  Duchies  figure  for  2,051,000/. 

The  whole  exchange  of  trade  with  Norway  and  Sweden  and 

amounted  to  4,706,000/.,  out  of  which  811,000/.  is  credited  to  the 
former  country.  In  the  imports  from  Sweden  an  increase  is 
noticeable  in  butter,  horses,  cattle,  grain,  stone,  and  wood,  but  a 
falling-off  in  fresh  fish. 

With  Russia  exports  take  the  chief  place  ; in  1891  they  were  Russia. 

], 986,000/.,  being  an  increase  of  about  566,000/. 

Imports,  on  the  other  hand,  are  of  chief  consequence  with  the  United  States. 
United  States,  amounting  in  1891  to  1,079,000/.,  or  200,000/. 
more  than  the  five  years’  average.  Wheat,  rye,  and  mineral  oils 
show  an  increase,  while  maize  and  cotton  show  a decline. 

The  imports  of  coal,  which  came  entirely  from  Great  Britain,  Coal, 
represented  a value  of  1,291,954/. 
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DENMARK. 


]\ranufaciiircs 
of  cotton. 

'WoollenB. 

Metals. 

Customs 

revenue. 

Spirits. 


Beet  sugar. 

Agricultural 

produce. 


Butter. 


Manufactures  of  cotton  and  linen  from  Great  Britain  floured 
for  544, 833/. j against  220,111/.  worth  imported  from  Germany. 
Of  woolleji  goods  Germany  sent  553,900/.  worth,  against 
300,000/.  worth  from  Great  Britain. 

Raw  metals  to  the  value  of  118,722/.  came  entirely  from 
Great  Britain.  Of  metal  goods  imported  758,111/.  worth  are 
placed  to  the  credit  of  Germany,  against  418,000/.  worth  supplied 
l)y  Great  Britain. 

Customs  dues,  deducting  drawbacks,  gave  a revenue  of 
1,366,349/. 

The  production  of  spirits  throughout  Denmark  was  7,004,850 
gallons,  the  number  of  distilleries  being  97,  of  which  30  were 
situated  in  Copenhagen,  60  in  provincial  towns,  and  7 in  tiie 
country.  Although  the  number  of  distilleries  was  113  in  1890,. 
the  production  increased  in  1891  by  236,460  gallons. 

The  production  of  beet  sugar  was  49,805,731  lbs.  avoirdupois, 
or  10  per  cent,  more  than  the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 
The  number  of  refineries  was  six. 

Agricultural  produce,  as  usual,  takes  the  chief  place  in  the 
country's  exports,  and  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  various 
articles  coming  under  this  heading  are  given  in  the  following 
table : — 


Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Agriculture  and  Daily 
Produce  Exported  from  Denmark  during  the  Year  1891, 
compared  with  1890. 


1890. 

1891. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

1 Value. 

Live  animals — 

Horses  and  foals  

« Oxen  and  cows 

Calves  

Sheep  and  lambs  

Swine  

Number  ... 

n ... 

,, 

M ••• 

16,217 

122,807 

16,715 

72,171 

111,028 

£ 

559,801 

1,296,296 

41,787 

100,237 

455,651 

14,920 
111,666 
7,381 
44,010 
j 200,068 

£ 

513,877 

1,178,693 

20,502 

58,680 

765,448 

Total  

2,453,772 

... 

2,537,203 

Provisions  and  dairy  produce — 

Pork  and  bacon 

Meat  

Butter  

Eggs  

Lard  and  grease  

Lbs.  avoir. 

yy 

Score 

Lbs.  avoir. 

65,110,866 
2,934,051 
98,345  508 
6,685,593 
8,750,134 

1,622,561 

32,107 

3,517,392 

302,161 

136,748 

76,577,240 

5,936,572 

100,783,698 

7,169,903 

4,724,663 

1,544,207 

76,952 

4,750,592 

399,921 

67,287 

Total  

5,610,969 

6,838,959 

Cereals  

Flour 

Lbs.  avoir. 

148,588,649 

56,481,304 

462,926 

247,246 

201,752,930 

46,703,367 

718,627 

253,578 

Total  

710,172 

972,205 

The  total  exports  of  butter,  it  will  be  seen,  were  100,783,698 
lbs.  avoirdupois,  of  which  98,032,818  lbs.,  representing  a value  of 
4,620,944/.,  went  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

A decrease  in  the  exports  of  oxen,  cows,  and  calves  to  the 


Livo  animals. 
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United  Kingdom  is  attributed  to  the  increase  of  live  stock  in 
England,  and  to  imports  oF  frozen  meat.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
pointed  out  that  Germany  offers  a more  convenient  market,  and  there 
is  a growing  demand  for  meat  owing  to  tlie  rapid  increase  in  the 
industrial  population  oF  that  country.  In  the  first  lialF  oF  1891 
over  60  per  cent,  of  the  cattle  in  the  Hamburg  market  are  said 
to  have  come  from  Denmark.  The  buyers  come  over  here,  and 
the  animals  are  sold  on  shipment.  The  exports  of  sheep  went 
entirely  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  numbered  41,073  head, 
against  65,000  head  for  the  previous  year. 

The  exports  oF  pork  and  bacon  to  the  United  Kingdom  Pork  and 
regained  the  10,500,000  lbs.  lost  in  1890;  but  the  exports 
live  swine  went  entirely  to  Germany,  numbering  195,409  head, 
or  an  increase  of  83,958  in  1890. 

The  excess  of  imports  over  exports  oF  Feeding  stuffs,  such  as  Peedirg stuff 
bran,  palm  and  cocoa  kernels,  oil-cake,  and  maize,  amounted  to 
417,658,000  lbs.  avoirdupois,  representing  a value  of  1,128,000/. 

Oil-cakes  show  an  increase  of  about  18,500,000  lbs.,  while 
bran  exhibits  a decline  of  34,500,000  lbs. 

Maize  being  largely  used  in  the  distilleries,  only  a portion  of 
the  amount  imported  can  be  reckoned  as  feeding  material. 

Of  natural  and  artificial  manures  175,700,000  lbs.  avoirdupois- 
were  imported,  being  12,100,000  lbs.  less  than  in  tlie  previous 
year. 


Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Agricultural  Produce  Ex- 
ported from  Denmark  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  th& 
Year  1891. 


Articlca. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Oxen  and  covys  . . 

Number 

21,199 

£ 

283,777 

Calves  . . 

M • • 

.^,966 

16,555 

Sheep 

• • 

41,073 

54,777 

Pigs  

n • • 

. . 

. . 

Pork  and  bacon 

Lbs.  avoir.  .. 

74,033,180 

1,490,888 

Balter  .. 

98,032,818 

4,620,944 

Eggs 

Score 

6,881,000 

383,833 

0 
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Keturn  of  all  Shipping  in  the  Ports  of  Denmark  during  the 

Year  1891. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

51 

8,571 

487 

392,507 

538 

401,078 

Danish  

5,992 

322,238 

9,005 

2,080,157 

14,997 

2,402,395 

Swedish  

6,167 

238,959 

1,243 

248,019 

7,410 

486,978 

German  and 

Schleswig  - Hol- 

stein   

1,227 

61,441 

1,641 

402,735 

2,868 

464,176 

Norwegian 

766 

73,687 

299 

82,496 

1,065 

156,183 

Russian  

173 

40,035 

51 

32,701 

224 

72,736 

Other  countries  ... 

69 

8,443 

70 

38,114 

139 

46,557 

Total  

14,445 

753,374 

12,796 

3,276,729 

27,241 

4,030,103 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

13,983 

696,030 

13,077 

3,361,479 

27,060 

4,057,509 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

46 

7,202 

481 

384,329 

527 

391,531 

Danish  

5,381 

298,982 

8,794 

2,036,729 

14,175 

2,335,711 

532,407 

Swedish  

6,338 

245,651 

1,410 

286,756 

7,748 

German  and 

Schleswig  - Hol- 

/ stein  

1,203 

60,107 

1,627 

408,044 

2,830 

468,151 

b y Norwegian 

765 

74,880 

302 

85,865 

1,067 

160,745 

1 ^ Russian  

153 

33,324 

55 

34,606 

208 

67,930 

Other  countries  ... 

64 

9,489 

69 

38,073 

133 

47,562 

Total  

13,950 

729,635 

12,738 

3,274,402 

26,688 

4,004,037 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

13,970 

711,178 

13,025 

3,310,525 

26,995 

4,021,703 

Shipping  On  December  31,  1891,  the  Danish  mercantile  marine 

comprised  3,437  vessels  of  a registered  tonnage  of  304,418  tons; 
of  these  3,094  were  sailing  vessels  of  187,766  registered  tons,  and 
343  steamers  of  116,652  tuns.  In  addition  to  these  there  were 
11,323  boats  and  small  craft  of  and  under  4 registered  tons. 

The  increase  on  the  previous  year  is  61  ships,  of  9,825 
registered  tons,  or  3-3  per  cenl.;  40  being  sailing  ships  and  2 1 
steamers,  of  5,620-1-  tons  and  4,204^  tons  respectively;  7 sailing- 
vessels  and  4 steamers  were  piircliased  abroad,  rei)resenting  a 
value  of  135,500Z.,  and  in  which  an  import  duty  of  4,06 IZ.  was 
paid. 

Losses.  Losses  during  the  year  were,  by  strandings,  26  vessels,  of 

2,830^  tons;  abandoned,  8 vessels,  of  907  tons;  and  disappeared, 
3 vessels  of  200^  tons;  representing  a value  of  only  28,666/. 


iHslicries, 

Fisheries  The  Danish  sea  fisheries  have  been  recently  described  by 

Captain  C.  F.  Drechscl,  of  the  Koyal  Dan*sh  Navy,  in  a work  of 
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great  interest,  containing  charts  showing  the  haunts  of  the 
various  species  of  fish  frequenting  Danish  waters,  and  illustrations 
of  the  boats  and  appliances  used  in  taking  them.  It  appears  that 
with  the  exception  of  the  great  herring  fishery,*  which  existed 
from  the  12th  century  to  the  16th  centur}^,  the  Danish  fisheries 
had  up  to  the  ’oO’s  only  sufficed  to  supply  home  requirements. 
Of  late  years  this  industry,  owing  to  improvements  in  harbours, 
appliances,  and  communications,  has  undergone  a considerable 
development. 

The  total  yield  of  the  North  Sea  fisheries  and  of  the  waters 
within  the  Scaw  is  estimated  as  averaging  about  2,800,000/.,  and 
they  give  employment  to  a fishing  population  of  10,000. 

The  waters  within  the  Scaw  are  divided  into  four  districts, 
and  in  the  yield  of  these  fisheries — * 


Districts. 

Per  Cent. 

The  East  Coast  of  Jutland  figures  for. . 

33 

„ Great  Belt,  South  Zeeland,  and  Funen 

for 

33 

North  Zeeland  and  the  Sound  for 

22 

Bornholm  for  . . 

12 

Total  ..  ..  ..  .. 

100 

According  to  the  last  report  the  number  of  men  engaged  in 
the  fisheries  within  the  Scaw  was  7,615  ; the  total  value  of  the 
yield  being  a little  over  207,000/. 

The  cod  fisheries  gave  employment  to  3,363  hands  and  yielded  Cod. 
slightly  over  22,400/.  At  many  of  the  stations  net  fishi^  was 
-seriously  interfered  with  by  seals.  A premium  of  4 kroner  is  now 
paid  for  every  head  of  a sj»l  brought  in,  the  number  taken  in  Danish 
waters  during  the  year  under  notice  was  1,054. 

The  plaice  fisheries  are  of  most  importance,  employing  as  they  piaice. 
do  2,441  men  and  yielding  65,380/. 

Soles  and  turbot  together  gave  14,300/.  They  are  taken  in  Solesand 

turbot. 

* The  origin  of  the  famous  “Sound  Toll”  is  traced  by  Professor  Sclilegel  /-v  • • 
{Slatsret,  Sleswig,  1829)  lo  the  vast  shoals  of  herrings  which  annually  directed  their  ^ ij 

course  to  the  Orcsund,  attracting  a great  number  of  vessels  not  only  for  the  sake  of 
the  fisheries, but  also  with  a view  to  trading  with  the  natives.  These  in  their  turn 
seem  to  have  brought  together  “swarms  of  freebooters,”  b}' whom  the  Northern 
Seas  were  then  infested.  Dani.sh  ships  of  war  were  accordingly  stationed  in  the 
Sound  to  protect  fishermen  and  traders,  and  for  such  service*  where  rendered  they 
claimed  remuneration.  Later  on  this  was  converted  into  a standing  duty  on  all 
commodities  indiscriminately,  when,  as  one  writer  remarks,  “ neither  herrings  nor 
pirates  any  more  resorted  to  the  Sound,”  giving  rise  to  frequent  contestations  with 
foreign  powers.  Queen  Elizabeth  from  1588  to  1602  is  said  to  have  despatched  four 
embassies  to  King  Christian  IV.  to  complain  of  these  exactions,  but  without  being 
able  to  obtain  redress.  In  1643  a Dutch  fleet  appeared  in  the  Sound,  and  obtained 
important  privileges  and  a reduced  taritF  under  the  Treaty  of  Christianople.  As 
will  be  remembered  the  Sound  dues  were  finally  abolished  in  1857,  the  Maritime 
Powers  engaging  to  pay  a total  sum  of  30,476,325  Rigs  dola.  to  Denmark  as 
compensation.  (Wheaton,  p.  298.) 
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Margarine 

control. 


Production 

margarine. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Dealers. 


the  Cattegat,  and  also  on  the  West  Coast  of  Jutland.  It  is 
there  that  the  finest  fish  are  caught,  and  they  enter  largely  Into 
the  exports. 

Mackerel  are  of  little  importance  though  the  take  was  larger 
than  it  has  been  for  20  years  past,  yielding  2,500/.  against  an 
average  of  little  over  600/. 

Salmon  are  chiefly  taken  about  Bornholm  and  in  some  of  the 
larger  watercourses  in  Jutland,  such  as  the  Gudenaa  and 
Skjernaa;  they  gave  a yield  of  about  9,000/. 

The  fisheries  in  the  liimfjorden,  that  long  and  tortuous  strip 
of  water  which  connects  the  Cattegat  with  the  North  Sea,  pro- 
duced about  23,000/.  It  is  there  that  oyster  culture  is  chiefly 
carried  on.  Of  other  fish,  herrings  represented  41,000/. ; and 
eels  35,000/. 

The  fisheries  in  the  North  Sea  and  Skagerack  employed  487 
craft,  of  4,529  registered  tons,  and  varying  from  44*22  tons  to 
0*99  tons. 

Statistics  are  not  given  of  the  catches  during  the  season. 

The  Working  of  the  Neio  Margarine  Law. 

In  a country  where  the  exports  of  butter  play  such  an 
important  part,  forming  as  they  do  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  the 
national  income,  it  is  of  supreme  importance  that  the  reputation 
for  purity  in  the  article  exported,  so  happily  established,  should 
be  almost  religiously  guarded.  The  provisions  of  the  New 
Margarine  Law  of  April  1,  1891,  were  framed  with  this  object, 
and  from  a report  recently  issued  for  the  year  ended  March  31, 
1892,  it  will  appear  with  what  diligence  the  control  has  been 
exercised. 

On  March  31  last  there  were  16  margarine  factories  in 
Denmark,  viz.,  1 in  Copenhagen,  8 in  the  islands,  and  7 in  Jutland  ; 
being  2 more  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  total  production  of  margarine  is  given  as  14,211,226  lbs. 
avoirdupois,  or  over  2,500,000  lbs.  mere  than  in  the  year  ended 
March  31,  1891. 

The  total  imports  of  margarine  amounted  to  2,210,279  lbs. 
avoirdupois,  or  about  82,000  lbs.  less  than  for  the  previous  year. 
Most  of  it  eame  from  Germany,  and  the  butter  fat  in  the  imported 
article  ranged  from  nil  to  6 per  cent. 

Of  the  58,476  lbs.  which  figure  as  exports,  25,382  lbs.  went  to 
Iceland  and  Greenland,  125  lbs.  for  ships’  stores,  and  as  returned 
goods  about  31,353  lbs.,  so  that  the  exports  properly  so-called  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  1,616  lbs. 

The  number  of  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  margarine  was 
7,991 , or  over  900  more  than  the  previous  year.  All  of  these  were 
inspected  at  least  once. 

There  is  only  one  oleo-margarine  factory  in  the  country, 
which  produced  489,435  lbs. 

From  abroad  was  imported  6,575,150  lbs. 

Under  the  new  law  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  margarine 
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cheese  is  subject  to  control;  the  amount  produced  is  estimated 
at  about  297,000  lbs.  Besides  skim-milk,  oleo-margariiie,  and 
American  swine  fat,  or  fat  oils  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
this  article.  It  is  found  that  section  9 of  the  new  law  has  exercised 
a check  in  the  production. 

Under  section  14  of  the  law  there  were  taken  69 1 samples  Samples 
of  butter,  155  of  margarine,  and  65  of  cheese.  The  whole  of  the  analysed, 
butter  samples  proved  to  be  genuine  and  free  from  adulteration. 

All  the 'samples  of  margarine  were  found  to  contain  at  least  as 
much  butter  fat  as  was  stated  on  the  parcels.  In  the  cheese 
samples  no  adulteration  was  discovered.  Ten  cases  of  infringe- 
ments of  the  law  were  reported  by  the  inspectors,  9 of  them 
being  in  Copenhagen.  Of  the  10,  9 were  for  infringements  of 
section  3,  respecting  form  and  labelling  of  margarine  receptacles^ 
and  1 of  section  15,  with  regard  to  the  obligation  to  have  a copy 
of  the  Alargarine  Law  hung  up  in  the  shop.  The  number  of 
such  reports  in  the  three  previous  years  were  176,  81,  and  36 
respectively,  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  tliat  the  new  law 
has  so  far  had  a beneficial  effect. 


Working  Men's  Dicellings. 

The  town  of  Copenhagen  being  formerly  surrounded  by 
fortifications  little  room  existed  for  superficial  expansion,  and 
consequently  lofty  buildings  had  to  be  crowded  together  in  a 
limited  space.  The  obvious  disadvantages  of  these  barrack-like 
tenements  had  long  become  apparent,  when  in  1851  a move- 
ment was  set  on  foot  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  an 
association,  which  erected  a number  of  improved  dwellings  for 
the  working  classes  in  the  suburb  of  Christianshavn,  where  sani- 
tary arrangements  were  most  defective.  Foremost  among  those 
who  devoted  themselves  to  this  work  was  Dr.  F.  Ulrik,  who  has 
lately  contributed  a valuable  paper  on  this  subject  to  a work*  pub- 
lislied  under  the  auspices  of  the  Danish  Government.  It  appears 
that  no  less  than  eight  societies  or  associations  now  exist  in 
Copenhagen  for  tins  important  object. 

The  cholera  epidemic  of  1853  resulted  in  the  erection  of  the 
“^ledical  Association  Dwellings,’^  which  now  comprise  732  tene- 
ments, affording  accommodation  for  2,600  inmates  ; but  many  of 
the  tenements  arc  said  to  be  too  small,  owing,  as  Dr.  Ulrik 
explains,  to  an  unfortunate  Act  exempting  from  rates  and  taxes 
all  dwellings  having  an  area  of  less  than  25*216  metres,  and 
“ thus  causing  many  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poorer  classes  to  be 
under  that  insufficient  area.” 

In  1864  were  erected  by  the  trustees  of  the  Classen  Bequest 
the  so'Called  Classen  Dwellings,  near  the  suburb  of  Frederiks- 
burg,  comprising  380  tenements,  with  accommodation  for  1,660 
occupants. 

* Denmark  : Its  Medical  Organisation,  Hygiene,  and  Demography.  Copen- 
hagen, 1891. 
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The  Working  Men’s  Society’s  Dwellings,  erected  by  an 
association  founded  in  1860,  comprise  112  tenements,  the  inojority 
consisting  of  2 rooms  and  a kitchen. 

The  Christianshavn  Benevolent  Society’s  Dwellings  consist  of 
6 three-storied  houses,  but  the  area  of  the  rooms  is  said  to  be 
insufficient. 

' Free  Dwellings  for  the  Aged  Poor  were  erected  in  the  out- 
skirts of  the  town  by  a society  founded  in  1871.  They  comprise 
13  buildings  of  two  stories,  with  116  tenements. 

Of  the  various  institutions  started  in  Copenhagen  with  the 
object  of  raising  the  status  of  the  working  classes,  the  most 
interesting  is  no  doubt  the  Working  Men’s  Building  Society, 
founded,  it  is  said,  on  the  pattern  of  similar  associations  in 
England  by  workmen  employed  in  the  Iron  Shipbuilding  Yard 
here.  Started  in  1865  with  200  members,  it  increased  rapidly 
under  the  active  assistance  it  received  from  Dr.  F.  Ulrik,  who 
for  20  years  has  devoted  himself  to  advancing  the  interests  of 
the  society.  On  January  1,  1890,  the  members  numbered 
16,372,  and  831  houses  have  been  erected  at  a cost  of  334,035/. 
The  tenements  have  a floor  area  of  31*52  metres,  and  have 
altogether  about  7,000  inmates. 

Dr.  Ulrik  gives  the  mode  of  working  as  follows  : — 

Each  member  pays  an  entrance  fee  of  2 kroner,  and  can  take 
up  to  10  shares,  on  condition  of  paying  35  ore  (about  44c?.)  weekly 
during  10  years.  Should  he  withdraw  before  that  time  he  loses 
one-third  of  the  ci)ntents  of  his  pass-book,  and  receives  the 
remainder  only  after  six  months  have  elapsed.  Removal  being 
satisfactorily  proved,  seven-eighths  of  the  sum  are  refunded,  and 
the  whole  sum  in  case  of  death. 

“ Two-storied  working  men’s  dwellings  for  one  or  two  families 
are  erected  by  means  of  the  income  and  loans  raised  on  the  houses 
completed. 

“ These  houses’are  disposed  of  by  lottery  amongst  members  who 
have  been  in  the  society  at  least  six  months,  and  have  subscribed 
20  kroner.  The  winner  receives  a contract,  according  to  which 
be  must  pay  6^  per  cent,  per  annum  of  the  purchase  money  as 
instalment,  besides  interest  monthly.  Of  this  sum  4 per  cent,  is 
interest,  the  remainder  instalments,  taxes  exclusive.  After  10 
years  he  receives  a deed  of  conveyance,  when  the  liouse  is  in  his 
absolute  possession,  witli  the  restriction  that  its  character  must 
not  be  altered  for  90  years.  The  accounts  of  tlie  society  are 
.settled  annually.  After  10  p.er  cent,  has  been  set  aside  to  the 
reserve  fund  tlie  balance  is  divided  between  the  members  who 
have  been  at  least  six  months  in  the  society  in  proportion  to 
every  20  kroner  paid  in  full. 

“ After  the  la])so  of  10  years  the  contents  of  the  pass-book  can 
be  drawn.  Should  the  owner  of  a pass-book  win  a house,  the 
contents  of  the  book  are  deducted  from  tlm  price.  The  price  is 
determined  when  each  house  is  built,  according  to  the  expenses 
for  site,  building,  laying  down  of  street,  and  other  incidental 
expenses.” 
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The  annexed  cut  shows  the  front  and  ground  plan  of  two  of 
the  duses  constructed  by  this  society,  of  which  Dr.  Ulrik  gives 
the  ollowing  description  : — Each  house  is  brick-built,  slate- 
roofed,  and  divided  from  neighbouring  houses  by  a brick  gable- 
wall;  the  sub-basements  have  concrete  floors.  As  a rule  each 
house  is  occupied  by  two  families,  but  sometimes  by  only  one. 
Each  family  has  from  2 to  3 rooms,  or  from  3 to  4,  according  to 


First  Floor.  Ground  Floor. 


Frontage  and  Ground  Plan  of  Two  of  the  Houses  Erected  by  the 
Working  Men’s  Building  Society  of  Copenhagen. 

which  tenement  has  the  use  of  the  attic.  In  all  the  newer  houses 
the  rooms  are  heated  by  extremely  well-adapted  ventilating 
stoves.  Tliere  is  a lumber-attic  and  wood-cellar  to  each  tene- 
ment ; the  washing-cellar,  drying-loft,  and  small  garden  on  the 
street  are  in  common.  In  the  yards  are  detached  closets  on  the 
tub-system.  Water  is  laid  on  to  the  kitchens  from  the  water- 
works, waste-water  being  carried  off  to  the  sewers  by  pipes.  The 
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roads  are  inaeadanilscd  carriage  roads,  with  asphalt  side-walks, 
being  lighted  with  gas.  These  houses  are  in  blocks,  and  with 
their  smart,  neatly-kept  gardens  present  a most  attractive  and 
pleasant  appearance.  They  are  in  great  recjuest,  and  often  over 
l,000  kroner  are  paid  for  their  relinquishment,  and  it  is  added 
that  while  some  few  quite  poor  working  men  are  amongst  the 
tenants,  as  a rule  they  belong  to  the  better  working  classes,  and 
not  a few  clerks  and  small  officials  are  found  among  them.” 

Certainly  I am  able  to  say  that  the  comfort  and  admirable 
arrangement  generally  noticeable  in  the  dwellings  erected  by  this 
society,  which  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting,  place  it 
beyond  doubt  that  the  system  adopted  here  is  extremely 
beneficial  to  the  class  of  persons  who  participate  in  its  advantages, 
but  in  face  of  the  prevailing  tendency  to  migrate*  to  the  capital, 
these  praiseworthy  efforts  to  improve  the  social  status  of  the 
working  classes  by  placing  them  in  independent  possession  of  a 
house  and  home  can  only  be  partially  successful,  and  here  as 
elsewhere  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  continue  the  construc- 
tion of  the  lofty  “ casernes,”  or  barrack-like  buildings,  with  all 
their  known  disadvantages,  in  order  to  supply  the  ever-increasing 
demand  for  house-room. 

* The  population  of  Copenhagen  in  1890  was  312,859,  being  an  increase  of 
78,009  since  1880. 
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Acting- Consul  De  Vismes  de  Ponthieu  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Tangier,  November  10,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  herewith  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Trade  of  this  Consular  District  for  1891. 

I trust  that  your  Lordship  will  accept  the  expressions  of  my 
regret  at  the  delay  that  has  supervened  in  the  transmission  of 
this  Report. 

It  will  be  within  your  Lordship's  knowledge  that  Mr.  Consul 
White  was  not  only  subjected  during  the  presence  of  the  Mission 
at  Fez  to  a severe  stress  of  work,  but  was  also  seriously  ill  for 
some  time  before  his  departure  on  leave  on  July  15th  last. 
Subsequently  to  that  date,  the  charge  of  the  Consulate  passed 
through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Horace  P.  White  and  Mr.  Fernau 
before  I had  the  honour  of  being  entrusted  with  it. 

I have  &c. 

(Signed)  ’ G.’  DE  VISMES  DE  PONTHIEU. 
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Owing  to  the  absence  of  quarantine  measures  in  Morocco 
during  1891,  the  sailing  navigation  at  Tangier  did  not  in  that 
year  again  present  the  abnormal  figure  registered  in  1890 ; still  it 
showed  a considerable  increase  as  compared  with  1889,  namely, 
from  202  entries  to  275  entries,  furnished  exclusively  by  Spain. 

There  is  a very  small  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  entries 
of  steamers,  and,  corresponding  to  it,  an  altogether  dispropor- 
tionate diminution  in  the  total  tonnage. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  this  loss  is  borne  by  British  shipping. 
This  is  in  great  part  due  to  the  fact  that  the  boats  of  the  Alersey 
Steamship  Company,  in  the  course  of  this  year,  commenced  run- 
ning only  once  in  three  weeks,  instead  of,  as  in  the  preceding 
year,  fortnightly  ; whence  they  show  for  1891  only  17  entries,  of 
14,080  tons,  as  against  31  entries,  of  25,070  tons,  for  1890.  Over 
and  above  this  British  shipping  shows  a decrease  of  about 
22,000  tons.  A large  proportion  of  this  decrease  must  be  due  to 
the  fact  that  only  half  as  many  British  pilgrim  steamers  visited 
Tangier  this  year  as  in  1890  ; it  appears  that  British  firms  en- 
gaged in  the  pilgrim  traffic  have  found  it  advantageous  to  charter 
French  steamers,  and  withal  1891  appears  to  have  been  a bad 
year  for  pilgrims. 

French  shipping  registers  a slight  increase  on  that  of  1890  in 
point  of  tonnage — from  80,989  tons  to  89,358  tons,  and  a pro- 
portionately larger  increase  in  number  of  entries,  from  120  to 
141.  The  Transatlantique  boats  ran  more  frequently  to  Cadiz 
than  heretofore,  each  additional  voyage  swelling  the  register  with 
a double  entry,  as  they  call  at  Tangier  on  their  return  journey  as 
well.  To  66  entries,  of  52,244  tons,  in  1890,  these  vessels  register 
75  entries,  of  59,863  tons,  for  1891.  The  boats  of  the  Paquet 
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Company  continue  to  run  twice  a-montb,  and  show  25,665  tons, 
to  51  entries.  The  remaining  increase  is  due  to  pilgrim  steamers, 
of  which  there  were  five,  and  boats  bringing  back  labourers  from 
Algeria  to  the  number  of  10. 

German  shipping  shows  a slight  decrease  from  its  position  in  German. 

1890,  due  to  the  less  frequent  calls  of  the  steamers  of  the  Woer- 
mann  line,  of  which  we  see  10  entries,  12,295  tons,  as  compared 
with  18  entries,  of  19,018  tons,  in  1890.  The  Sloman  line  con- 
tinued to  run  as  before. 

Italian  steam  navigation  continued  to  decrease  in  the  ratio  Italian 
observed  from  1889  to  1890.  The  number  of  its  entries  for  1891 
is  one-C|uarter  of  that  registered  in  1889.  It  consisted  of  four 
steamers  of  high  tonnage  (2,000  tons  to  2,800  tons),  of  the 
Veloce  line,  three  of  Avhich  called  at  Tangier  on  both  their  out- 
ward and  homeward  journeys,  and  one  steamer  bound  for  the  coast 
with  plant  for  the  Moorish  Government. 

Spanish  shipping,  as  a whole,  presents  no  appreciable  variation  Spanish, 
from  that  of  1890.  The  registration  of  the  Transatlantic  Com- 
pany is  somewhat  lower  in  point  of  tonnage,  with  an  almost  equal 
number  of  entries,  which  points  to  the  increased  use  of  vessels 
of  a small  type  for  this  service. 

A novelty  in  the  shipping  returns  for  this  year  is  presented  by  Austrian  and 
the  appearance  of  five  Austrian  steamers,  of  6,247  tons,  and  of  ^Netherlands, 
eight  Netherlands  steamers,  totaling  5,144  tons. 

On  comparing  the  returns  of  coastwise  shipping  for  1890  and  Coastwia®. 

1891,  one  is  struck  by  the  fact  that  a great  disproportion  existed 
in  the  former  year  between  the  number  of  vessels  cleared  and 
entered,  which  were  as  two  to  one  ; and  that  the  difference  in 
1891,  though  still  on  the  side  of  the  clearances,  is  comparatively 
unimportant.  The  explanation  lies  in  the  fact  already  noticed 
tiuit  for  some  time  in  1890  all  coastbound  vessels  had  to  put  into 
Tangier  to  purge  their  quarantine  before  proceeding  to  any  of  the 
western  ports. 

As  a total,  the  importation  into  the  port  of  Tangier  during  1891  imports 
shows  a diminution  of  50,000/.  in  value  on  that  of  1890.  This 
I'alling-off  is  compensated  by  an  increase  at  the  ports  of  Laraiche 
and  Kabat.  The  total  amount  of  imports  into  the  whole  district 
is  shown  to  have  remained  almost  stationary,  at  a figure  between 
810, COO/,  and  820,000/.;  whereas  in  1890  we  noticed  a decrease 
of  50,000/.  on  those  of  1889.  It  was  pointed  out  in  last  year’s 
report  that  the  high  figure  registered  in  1889  was  due  to  an 
abnormal  increase  in  the  importation  of  cloth. 

ilritish  imports  (for  the  whole  Consular  district)  ‘'i gain  show  33 
some  decrease,  though  a much  slighter  one  than  that  noticed  from 
1889  to  1890,  summing  up  to  459,'''J91/.,  as  against  476,456/.  in 
the  latter  year. 

Those  of  France,  on  the  other  hand,  show  a rise  almost  equal  French, 
to  the  British  decrease,  namely,  from  252,537/.  to  264,519/. 

German  imports  rose  in  appearance  from  ncarl}?  46,000/.  to  Qei-man. 
60,000/.,  that  is  by  about  one-third,  and,  according  to  the 
(1435) 
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statistics,  summoned  in  value  to  twice  as  much  as  in  1889 ; but  it 
lias  already  been  pointed  out  in  former  reports  that  these  figures 
are  misleading,  owing  to  the  fact  that  before  1890  a large  pro- 
portion of  German  goods  reached  Morocco  under  other  flags. 

The  decrease  of  Italian  importation  to  about  one-fourth  of  its 
value  in  1890  is  of  no  moment,  having  regard  to  the  figures. 

Spanish  imports  remain  insignificant,  though  increasing 
steadily  at  a low  ratio. 

Sweden  continues  to  send  a small  quantity  of  deal  planks  and 
cuttings. 

Austria  and  Russia  are  new  features  on  the  list,  the  former 
with  about  300Z.  of  chemicals,  drugs,  and  spices,  and  the  latter 
with  1,200Z.  worth  of  petroleum. 

It  has  formerly  been  pointed  out  that  Austria,  thougli  not 
figuring  on  the  list  of  importing  countries,  still  carries  on  a not 
altogether  inconsiderable  trade  with  this  country,  especially  in 
cloth,  glassware,  and  crushed  sugar. 

Taking  together  the  records  of  the  four  ports  of  this  district — 
the  only  manner  in  which  an  at  all  accurate  idea  of  the  fluctua- 
tions of  trade  can  be  arrived  at — we  find  that  the  trade  in  cloth 
has  remained  at  the  same  level  as  in  1890;  a slight  variation  in 
the  figures  cannot  count  for  anything  in  such  approximative  calcu- 
lations as  those  by  which  we  obtain  our  results.  The  amount 
imported  from  Great  Britain  into  Tangier  is  noted  at  half  that 
registered  in  1890.  I am  unable,  with  the  materials  before  me, 
to  judge  how  far  this  may  be  counterbalanced  by  a corresj)onding 
increase  at  the  other  ports.  France  appears  to  have  lost  ground, 
as  indicated  by  a decrease  of  1,000/.  in  value  ; whereas  Germany 
has  gained,  by  a value  of  4,000/.,  about  one-third  of  that  imj)orted 
in  1890.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  a large  proportion  of  the 
cloth  imported  here  formerly  came  from  Germany  and  Au^tl•ia  in 
English  bottoms,  and  figured  in  the  statistics  as  British  goods. 

The  importation  of  candles  into  the  whole  district  shows, 
according  to  the  figures,  an  increase  of  about  one-half  on  189t>. 
It  is,  however,  difficult  to  judge  of  the  accuracy  of  the  calcula- 
tions which  have  led  to  this  result,  and  we  will  probably  be  right 
in  allowing  some  discount,  the  fact  remaining  that  this  industry  is 
flourishing,  and  that  chiefly  to  the  profit  of  England,  which  fur- 
nished to  Tangier  alone  6,500/.  worth,  as  against  4,700/.  of  1890. 
The  French  trade  in  candles  has  fallen  into  complete  insignificance, 
and  that  of  Germany  has  made  no  progress. 

The  importation  of  cotton  goods  to  the  four  ports  of  this 
district  has  been  somewhat  less  in  1891  than  in  1890,  but  is  still 
superior  to  that  of  1889  by  nearly  40,000/.  in  value.  It  is,  there- 
fore, of  no  consequence  that  the  importation  into  Tangier  itself 
should  show  a decrease  of  that  amount  on  1890.  The  decrease  in 
the  importation  from  Great  Britain  alone  is  about  equal  to  the 
above  figure,  whereas  the  iinj)ortation  from  Germany  and  Spain 
each  show  a certain  increase.  I believe  the  explanation  of  this  to 
be  near  at  hand.  There  is  no  registered  German  or  Spanish 
import  trade  with  Laraiche,  where  the  importation  of  cotton 
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goods  has  again  risen  to  about  32,000Z.,  as  against  7,500/.  of  the 
previous  year.  This  increase  is  no  doubt  composed  almost  entirely 
of  British  goods,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  increase  of 
6,781  Z.  in  this  merchandise  pointed  to  in  Vice-Consul  Frost’s 
report. 

The  registered  value  of  glass  and  glassware  introduced  into  Glassware. 
Tangier  in  1891  is  double  as  much  as  that  noted  for  1890.  In 
last  year’s  report  I pointed  to  the  probability  of  an  error  in  the 
number  given.  This  year’s  statistics  show  values  of  2,790/. 
furnished  by  Germany  (and  Austria),  1,233/.  by  France,  500/.  by 
Great  Britain,  and  205/.  by  Spain. 

The  demand  for  building  materials  continues  on  the  increase.  Building 
A considerable  quantity  of  bricks  were  imported  from  France  and 
Spain,  those  produced  on  the  spot  being  small  and  inferior  in 
quality.  Sweden  furnished  2,100/.,  and  Great  Britain  605/. 
worth  of  deal  planks.  Of  iron  and  its  manufactures  Germany 
has  supplied  the  greatest  amount,  England  takes  a good  second 
place,  and  Belgium  the  third,  the  remainder  coming  from  France. 

The  importation  of  both  raw  and  manufactured  silk  shows  Silk, 
some  diminution  in  1891.  This  is  chiefly  at  the  expense  of  Italy, 
which  furnished  2,560/.  of  raw  silk  in  the  preceding  year,  and  now 
appears  with  a figure  of  only  80/.  No  doubt  a considerable 
quantity  of  silk  from  Italy  finds  its  way  to  Morocco  in  French 
bottoms,  and  is  attributed  in  the  statistics  to  France.  Germany 
and  Spain,  each  of  which  supplied  a small  quantum,  estimated  at 
320/.  in  1890,  show  blanks  for  the  year  1891.  The  British  supply 
of  raw  silk  has  progressed  from  400/.  to  560/.,  whereas  in  silk 
manufactures  the  importation  has  sunk  from  1,440/.  in  1890  to 
320/.  in  1891.  Spain,  which  appeared  to  have  furnished  no  silk 
textiles  in  1890,  now  appears  on  the  list  with  a value  of  400/., 
and  Germany,  which  was  in  the  same  case,  with  80/. 

Crushed  sugar  has  by  this  time  entirely  supplanted  brown  Sugar, 
sugar,  and  its  importation  has  risen  from  5,382/.  in  1890  to 
19,503/.  in  1891,  of  which  14,711/.  were  either  supplied  by 
France  alone,  or  in  part  from  Germany  and  Austria  through 
France. 

Loaf  sugar  marks  but  a slight  variation  ; as  against  a value 
of  118,013/.  landed  at  Tangier,  Laraiche,  and  Rabat  in  1890,  we 
have  121,298/.  brought  into  the  same  ports  in  1891. 

The  tea  trade  also  registers  a slight  progress,  from  34,646/.  for  Tga. 
the  same  three  ports  during  1890  to  37,159/.  during  1891.  Great 
Britain  has  the  virtual  monopoly  of  it. 

The  export  returns  of  Tangier  for  1891  are  exceedingly  satis-  Exports 
factory.  They  show  the  highest  total  that  has  been  registered 
since  1885,  and  surpass  those  of  1890  by  about  75,000/.  The 
exports  to  Great  Britain  have  increased  in  a larger  proportion  than 
those  to  any  other  country,  except  Spain,  the  former  increased  by 
about  45  per  cent,  and  the  latter  by  about  47  per  cent.*  A con- 
siderable rise  is  noticeable  in  several  staple  articles,  as  in  dates, 

* See,  however,  Vice-Consul  Frost’a  obsei-vations  on  “ Exportation  at  Rabat 
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Dates. 

Goat-skins. 

Woollen 

stuffs. 

Oxen. 


goatskins,  hides,  and  slippers.  The  latter  industry,  which  seemed 
to  be  on  the  decline  since  1888,  has  apparently  taken  a new 
impetus.  Out  of  27,840/.,  a value  of  25,710/.  was  sent  to  Great 
Britain  and  the  British  possessions,  especially  Gibraltar,  whence 
they  are  shipped  to  Egypt. 

Of  dates  the  quantity  exported  this  year  is  nearly  double  -as 
much  as  in  1888,  since  which  year  it  has  been  steadily  rising, 
three-quarters  going  to  Great  Britain. 

The  ^oat-skins  noted  as  exported  to  England  amount  in  value 
to  11,505/.  out  of  a total  of  17,986/.  exported.  The  ultimate 
destination  is  the  United  States  of  America. 

A considerable  quantity  of  woollen  stuffs  left  Tangier  for 
foreign  countries  in  1891.  A great  demand  for  these  articles  of 
Morocco  manufacture  has  arisen  in  Egypt,  whither  they  are  sent 
through  Gibraltar ; hence  nearly  half  of  the  exportation  (5,360/. 
out  of  13,760/.)  is  credited  to  Great  Britain.  The  remainder, 
8,400/.  goes  for  the  most  part  to  the  French  possessions  in  North 
Africa. 

The  number  of  oxen  exported  from  Tangiers  has  been  un- 
usually large  in  1891.  The  normal  yearly  number  exported  is 
between  10,000  head  and  11,000  head.  Strictly  speaking,  the 
exportation  of  cattle  is  not  free  to  commerce,  but  England  was 
originally  granted  a limited  number  for  her  garrison  at  Gibraltar. 
Other  nations  having  claimed  an  equal  privilege  without  having 
the  same  requirements,  the  concession  in  tlieir  case  has  assumed  a 
commercial  character.  This  year,  exceptionally,  Portugal  has 
imported  1,581  heads;  Spain  has  taken  7,070,  an  unusually  high 
number;  Great  Britain  9,884  ; and  France  298  ; making  a total  of 
18,833  heads. 

Oxen  constitute  the  most  considerable  item  of  the  exportation 
to  Spain,  amounting  in  value  to  42,420/.  Its  only  other  articles 
worthy  of  notice  are  eggs,  with  a figure  of  29,275/.,  fowls,  bees, 
dates,  and  maijoraiU. 

A certain  number  of  goat-skins  and  hides,  and  some  beeswax, 
were  also  exported  to  Italy. 

The  knancial  situation  during  the  year  under  consideration 
has  been  extremely  unsatisfactory.  The  value  of  the  currency 
experienced  a sudden  depression  about  the  month  of  June,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  ])remiums  payable  on 
French  and  English  gold  varied  from  9 per  cent,  to  14  per  cent. 

The  agriculture  of  the  Tangier  district  during  this  period 
presents  aljsolutely  no  features  worthy  of  any  remark. 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tangier  during  the 

Year  1891. 

Entebed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

2 

225 

299 

.59,325 

301 

59,550 

French  

1 

60 

141 

89,358 

142 

89,418 

Spanish  

257 

3,817 

208 

65,281 

465 

69,098 

German  

36 

34,635 

36 

34,635 

Italian  

"*2 

21’ 1 

8 

17,938 

10 

18,149 

Dutch  

3 

426 

8 

5,144 

11 

5,570 

Austrian  

5 

6,247 

5 

6,247 

Other  countries  ... 

”io 

743 

10 

743 

Total  

275 

6,482 

705 

277,928 

980 

283,410 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

... 

1,176 

334,267 

Cleaked. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

2 

60 

300 

59,735 

302 

59,795 

French  

1 

60 

132 

85,533 

133 

85,593 

Spanish  

247 

3,539 

206 

65,050 

453 

68,589 

German  

37 

36,483 

37 

36,483 

Italian  

‘”2 

”211 

8 

17,938 

10 

18,149 

Dutch  

3 

1 462 

8 

5,144 

11 

5,606 

Austrian  

5 

6,217 

5 

6,247 

Other  countries  ... 

’”3 

"ii2 

3 

112 

Total  ' 

258 

4,444 

696 

276,130 

954 

280,574 

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

1 

1,010 

319,422 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tangier  during 
• the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

' 1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Birdseed  

i 

Cwls. 

3,465 

£ 

1,733 

6,420 

£ 

2. 889 

Beeswax  

,, 

1,006 

6,036 

1,025 

6,150 

Carpets  

Bales 

215  ! 

1 3,225 

169 

2,555 

Crockery  

Boxes 

31 

310 

33 

330 

Dates  

.Cwts. 

4,014 

12,042 

3,794 

8,382 

Dyes 

,, 

2,360 

4,7i0 

1,516 

2,320 

Eggs’ 

Thousands 

17.613 

35,227 

21,651 

39,042 

Fowls  

Dozens  ... 

10,695 

6,417 

6,936 

4,162 

Goat-skins 

Cwts. 

5,139 

17,986 

2,972 

10,283 

Goat-hair  ... 

... 

369 

635 

294 

474 

Hides  .*.. 

,, 

1,151 

2 072 

369 

1,108 

Leather  (filaly) 

,, 

35 

'1O6 

200 

532 

Moorish  curiosities 

Packages ... 

277 

1,985 

422 

3,428 

Oxen 

Head 

18,833 

112,998 

10,838 

65,061 

Slippers  

Bales 

928 

27,840 

630 

18,900 

Wool,  washed  and  greasy 

Cwts. 

126 

442 

296 

858 

Woollen  stuffs 

Bales 

278 

13,760 

116 

5,800 

Sundries  

7,544 

116 

7,412 

Total 

1 

255,068 

i 

179,716 

Specie 

1 

66,755 

93,705 

Grand  total 

... 

... 

321,823 

— i 

273,421 

d 
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Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tangier  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


1891.  1890. 


Articles, 

1 

j Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

i 

£ 

£ 

Bags,  empty  

Bales 

338 

2,290 

258 

1,880 

Bricks  and  tiles  

7,840 

1,814 

Candles  

Cwts. 

3.471 

6,943 

3,009 

6,018 

Caps,  red  

Dozens  ... 

1,080 

1,080 

1,500 

1,500 

Cement  

Cwts. 

6,905 

1,399 

8,347 

1,487 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

Packages ... 

6b9 

2,267 

953 

2,937 

Cloth 

Bales 

194 

25,140 

190 

26,100 

Coals 

Tons 

1,865 

2,798 

1,200 

1,800 

Coffee  

Cwts. 

761 

3,044 

807 

3,228 

Copper  and  brass 

M ••• 

716 

2,968 

480 

2,360 

Cotton  manufactured  goods 

Bales, 

cases,  (fcc. 

2,931 

184,240 

3,708 

224,650 

Cotton,  raw 

Cwts. 

384 

1,440 

1,040 

3,900 

Crockery,  china,  &c. 

Packages  .. 

657 

5,245 

817 

4,970 

Deal  planks  and  timber  ... 

4,405 

3,491 

Dyes  (campeachy,  cochineal) 

Cwts. 

”339 

2,065 

"454 

2,145 

Firearms,  gunpowder,  &c. 

Packages ... 

605 

1,308  . 

417 

1,845 

Flour 

Cwts. 

7,026 

7,032 

5,112 

4,325 

Furniture 

Packages... 

1,123 

3,951 

1,211 

4,081 

Glassware 

,, 

991 

4,728 

556 

2,844 

Groceries  and  provisions 

cwtL  !!. 

6,997 

11,832 

6,946 

12,082 

Gum,  benzoin  

139 

695 

736 

2,040 

Gypsum  

,, 

12,292 

1 ,229 

11,071 

1,108 

Hardware,  nails,  wire,  &c. 

Packages ... 

1,527 

7,136 

7,651 

Hides,  fresh  and  dry 

Cwts. 

598 

743 

1 ,050 

1,300 

Incense  and  perfumery  ... 

Packages ... 

173 

1,320 

142 

1,510 

Linen,  manufacture 

Cases 

85 

1,700 

241 

4,500 

ilatches  

Gross 

11,900 

1,190 

30,500 

3,050 

Oils,  colza,  linseed,  and  olive 

1,392 

659 

Iron,  ironware,  iron  rafters,  <fec. 

Cwts. 

9, 320 

7,335 

18,706 

9,253 

Oil,  petroleum  

Cases 

6,281 

1,643 

6,477 

1,955 

Paints  

Cwts. 

840 

698 

1,038 

1,426 

Silk,  manufactured 

('ases 

71 

5,680 

72 

5,760 

,,  raw  

Cwts. 

1,062 

42,480 

1,128 

45,120 

Spices  

Packages ... 

2,170 

4,878 

1 811 

5,712 

Stationery,  paper,  &c. 

503 

2,057 

1,829 

4,174 

Sugar,  brown  and  crushed 

Cwts. 

4 852 

5,225 

6.178 

6,. 53  7 

,,  loaf 

1) 

12,934 

16,737 

15,665 

18,800 

Tea  

Chests 

.5,018 

22,582 

5,309 

23,890 

Tobacco  

Cw'ts. 

2,255 

6,930 

2,327 

7,592 

Wines,  spirits,  ale,  <Sic.  ... 

Packages... 

11,275 

9,789 

Sundries  

23,347 

30,584 

Total  

448,289 

505,864 

Specie  

42,500 

50,600 

Grand  total 

490,789 

556,464 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  Tangier  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Exports. 


Imports. 


Country. 


— ^reat  Britain  and 

Gibraltar 

ranee  and  Algeria  . 
Spain  .. 


Belgium 
Portugal 
..-—■^Holland 
Sweden  . . 

La  Plata 
Other  countries 


^.^erman} 

^"^Italy 


'Total 


1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

: 130,525 

90,925 

234,247 

294,033 

I 30,791  ! 

25,968 

141,861 

151,847 

i 80,891 

54,390 

13,375 

11,466 

1 410 

405 

50,087 

39,785 

1 2,669 

5,914 

1,285 

4,593 

; 88 

135 

2,143 

564 

1 9,865 

, , 

283 

' 

i 

1,247 

1,500 

2,190 

2,076 

1,266 

1 

713 

1,571 

•• 

255,068 

179,716 

448,289 

505,864 

Rabat. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Frost  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  trade  of  1891  at  this  port  is  distinguished  from  all  its 
predecessors  in  presenting  the  largest  amount  for  imported  goods 
hitherto  attained,  the  total  value  being  164,372/.,  an  increase  of 
30  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year.  On  the  other  hand  exports 
have  declined  to  49,850/.,  a loss  of  about  the  same  percentage. 

' . In  imports.  Great  Britain,  with  a value  of  101,590/.,  gains 
14,645/.,  equal  to  17  per  cent.  ; France,  with  51,545/.,  gains 
18,734/.,  or  more  than  50  per  cent. ; and  Germany,  with  9,997/., 
gains  3,792/.,  or  60  per  cent. 

In  exports,  Great  Britain,  with  a value  of  12,523/.,  loses 
20,403/.,  or  62  per  cent.;  France,  with  34,537/.,  loses  701/.,  or 
2 per  cent.;  w4iile  Germany,  with  1,664/.,  gains  871/.,  or  50  per 
cent. 

In  the  aggregate  British  trade  has  thus  retrograded  by 
5,758/.,  or  5 per  cent.;  French  trade  has  improved  by  18,033/., 
or  26  per  cent. ; and  German  trade  is  better  by  4,663/.,  or  67 
per  cent. 

The  activity  in  the  import  trade  has  been  remarkable,  con- 
sidering the  financial  crisis  under  which  the  country  is  labouring, 
and  which  has  made  remittances  such  a difficult  and  costly 
operation.  To  the  low  prices  to  w'hich  the  staple  commodities  in 
consumption  in  this  district  have  fallen  in  the  producing  countries 
much  of  this  activity  may  be  attributed.  Cotton  goods,  sugar, 
tea,  and  candles,  to  mention  some  of  the  principal  articles  current 
here,  were  never  cheaper,  and  it  may  be  taken  as  specially  true  of 


Imports, 
increase  in. 

Exports, 
decrease  in. 

Imports  from 
Great  Britain 
France,  and  i. 
Germany. 

Exports  to 
Great  Britain, 
France,  and 
Germany. 

Aggregate 

trade. 


Activity  in 
import  trade. 
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British 

imports. 

Cotton  goods. 


Tea. 

Candles. 

Iron  and 
cloth. 


French 

imports. 


German 
imports. 
Cloth  and 
hardware. 


Export  trade. 
Decrease. 


Decline  in 
exports  to 
Great  Britain. 


Wool. 


poor  countries,  such  as  Morocco,  that  every  reduction  in  cost  is 
followed  by  a corresponding  widening  of  demand.  This  is 
strikingly  illustrated  in  the  case  of  tea  and  sugar,  until  recently 
the  luxury  of  the  few,  and  now  found  in  almost  every  tent  of 
every  Arab  Douar. 

The  various  items  of  British  imports  call  for  no  special 
remark.  Almost  every  description  of  goods  occupies  an  improved 
position.  Cotton  goods  show  the  moderate  increase  of  6,781/., 
equal  to  10  per  cent.,  bringing  the  total  up  to  1,009  bales,  value 
73,846/.,  or  about  45  per  cent,  of  the  total  value  of  all  imports. 
Tea  overtops  every  former  return  with  2,585  half-chests,  value 
10,340/.,  an  increase  of  30  per  cent.,  and  the  like  may  be  said  of 
candles,  of  which  2,487  cwts.  were  landed,  valued  at  4,974/., 
being  nearly  double  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  previous  year. 
The  sole  exceptions  to  the  general  advance  are  in  iron  and  cloth. 
The  former  being  difficult  to  land  from  steamers  in  rough  weather 
has  been  overcarried  to  Dar-el-Baida  in  larger  quantity  than  usual, 
and  of  the  latter  none  has  been  imported.  For  some  years  past 
the  only  British  cloth  used  here  has  been  for  army  purposes,  for 
account  of  the  Moorish  Government,  whose  requirements  (smaller 
than  usual)  were  met  from  existing  stocks  in  the  past  year. 

Of  the  total  import  from  France  of  51,545/.,  no  less  than 
34,556/.  represents  loaf  sugar,  of  which  26,638  cwts.  were  landed, 
against  17,951  cwts.  in  1890.  With  the  exception  of  a small 
import  of  115  cwts.  from  Belgium,  all  the  loaf  sugar  consumed 
here  was  from  the  French  refineries  in  Marseilles.  Comparatively 
little  of  this  article  was  overcarried,  the  French  steamships 
having  made  special  efforts  to  obviate  this  by  waiting  for  fine 
weather  when  necessary,  and  occasionally  by  returning  from 
Dar-el-Baida. 

Germany  has  increased  her  import  of  cloth  and  woollens  by 
4,000/.,  of  hardware  (principally  enamelled  hollow-ware)  by 
1,283/.,  and  appears  for  the  first  time  as  a sharer  in  the  tea  trade, 
of  which  article  147  half-chests  arrived  from  Hamburg. 

In  contrast  to  the  satisfactory  features  presented  by  the 
import  statistics,  the  export  trade  has  been  most  disappointing, 
having  shrunk  from  69,503/.  in  1890  to  49,850/.,  and  I regret  to 
add  that  the  whole  of  this  loss  falls  on  exports  to  Great  Britain, 
which  have  reached  the  lowest  point  yet  touched.  This  decline 
(to  Great  Britain)  is  made  up  as  follows  in  round  numbers, 
namely,  in  wool,  8,000/.  ; in  beans,  5,000/. ; in  carpets,  woollens, 
and  slippers  (destined  for  the  east,  via  Gibraltar),  4,000/. ; in  goat- 
skins (destined  for  the  United  States,  via  London),  3,000/.  The 
two  last  items  do  not  affect  the  trade  of  the  mother  country 
otherwise  than  in  the  subsidiary  matter  of  carriage,  and  I need, 
therefore,  only  address  myself  to  the  two  first  mentioned,  namely, 
wool  and  grain. 

The  total  shipments  of  wool  were  8,795  cwts.,  a decline  of 
2,206  cwts.  from  1890  ; but  whereas  in  the  last-named  year 
4,350  cwts.,  or  half  the  total  export,  went  to  Great  Britain,  only 
1,469  cwts.  were  so  destined  in  1891.  The  explanation  of  this 
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circumstance  lies  in  the  fact  that  almost  the  whole  clip  was 
bought  by  French  houses  for  the  north  of  France,  at  prices 
which  buyers  for  England  and  elsewhere  were  unable  to  follow. 

Parcels  which  had  been,  purchased  for  the  English  market  were 
resold  on  the  spot  to  French  commission  agents  on  more  attractive 
terms  than  there  was  any  prospect  of  realising  in  the  Liverpool 
market,  where  Morocco  wools  have  been  very  slow  of  sale  for 
some  time,  and  considerable  stocks,  I hear,  have  accumulated. 

The  short  export  of  grain  is  explained  by  the  ravages  of  Grain, 
locusts.  At  any  time  the  quantity  shipped  is  trifling. 

Exports  to  France  have  gained  in  wool,  3,770/.,  or  22  per  Exports  to 
cent.,  but  lost  in  goat-skins  4,523/.,  or  30  per  cent.  France. 

Germany’s  gain  is  entirely  in  skins,  transhipped  in  Hamburg,  Exports  to 
for  the  United  States.  She  took  nothing  for  consumption  in  Oermany. 
Germany. 

The  navigation  return  shows  but  little  variation  from  the  Navigation, 
previous  year,  and  the  steamers  of  the  various  lines  have  in 
general  been  successful  in  operating,  although  1 am  bound  to  say 
the  port  service  is  far  from  being  as  efficient  as  it  ought  to  be. 

Rumours  are  current  that  a steam  tug  has  been  ordered  by  the  steam  tug. 
Moorish  Government  for  this  port,  but  unless  it  is  a much 
superior  craft  to  those  furnished  to  some  of  the  other  ports  it 
will  be  of  little  use  in  a bar  harbour.  In  addition  to  the  tug  Decked 
decked  lighters  are-  urgently  required  for  the  efficient  protection  ^^S^ters. 
of  goods  in  crossing  the  bar,  where  heavy  seas  often  break, 
damaging  the  cargoes  in  the  present  open  lighters,  and  giving 
rise  to  numerous  claims  on  underwriters. 

Specie  (which  in  accordance  with  my  rule  is  not  included  Specie, 
in  the  trade  statistics)  has  been  imported  to  the  amount  of  2,186/., 
and  exported  to  the  amount  of  21, .550/.  Bills  on  Europe  have 
been  obtainable  with  difficulty  and  at  unprecedentedly  high  rates  High 
of  premium,  ranging  from  16  per  cent,  to  18  per  cent.  Spanish  premium, 
silver,  in  lieu  of  2 per  cent,  to  3 per  cent,  the  normal  rate  for 
many  years. 

Mercantile  transactions  have  consequently  been  greatly  ham- 
pered, and  the  unlooked  for  rise  in  exchange  to  the  extent 
indicated  involved  many  merchants  in  serious  losses  on  re- 
mittances. 

Trade  has  now  adapted  itself  to  the  new  conditions  in  this 
respect,  and  with  the  prospect  of  one  of  the  most  abundant 
harvests  Morocco  has  ever  produced,  there  appears  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  in  the  near  future  the  difficulties  of  exchange  will  be 
greatly  ameliorated. 
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MOROCCO, 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Rabat  durlnj^  the 
Year  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

26 

22 

17,926 

23 

17,962 

French  

34 

22,290 

34 

22,290 

Spanish  

"io 

’202 

12 

8,724 

22 

8,926 

German  

8 

4,344 

8 

4,344 

Portuguese 

'"9 

"224 

9 

224 

Other  countries  ... 

2 

206 

2 

206 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

22 

658 

76 

53,284 

98 

53,942 

preceding 

23 

1,061 

69 

54,657 

92 

■ 65,718 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1 Number  of 

1 Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

26 

22 

17,926 

23 

17,952 

French  

• 

1 34 

22,290 

34 

22,290 

Spanish  

10 

”202  j 

12 

8,724 

22 

8,926 

German  

8 

4,344 

8 

4,344 

Portuguese 

"9 

'224 

9 

224 

Other  countries  ... 

2 

206 

2 

206 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

22 

653 

76 

53,284 

98 

63,942 

preceding 

24 

1,218  i 

69 

54,657 

93 

55,875 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Rabat  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wool  

Woollen  goods  

Goat-skins 

Grain,  beans  and  maize 

Other  articles  

Cwts. 

Bales 

Quarters  ... 

8,795 

103 

2,005 

805 

£ 

26,371 

6,315 

13,587 

805 

2,772 

11.001 

92 

2,707 

5,420 

£ 

30,278 

7,430 

19,540 

6,390 

5,870 

Total  

49,850 

69,603 

TANGIER. 
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Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Rabat  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

Bales 

Cwts. 

Chests 

Bales 

Cwts. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  goods  and  yarn  

Loaf  sugar 

Tea  ...  ... 

Cloth  and  woollens  

Candles  

Other  articles  

Total  

1,009 

26,753 

2,732 

218 

2,501 

£ 

73,846 

34,706 

10,920 

8,212 

6,003 

31,685 

978 

19,624 

1,969 

107 

1,433 

£ 

67,065 

23,547 

7,876 

5,960 

3,045 

19,326 

164,372 

126,819 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  Rabat  and  Imported  to  Rabat  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

, Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . . 

12,523 

32,926 

101,590 

86,945 

- France  .. 

34,537 

35,238 

51,545 

32,811 

Germany 

1,664 

793 

9,997 

6,206 

Other  countries 

1,126 

546 

1,240 

858 

Total 

49,850 

69,503 

164,372 

126,819 

Agriculture. 


The  agricultural  retrospect  is  of  the  most  gloomy  character.  Locusts, 
Swarms  of  locusts  made  their  appearance  from  the  south  in  May, 
and  devoured  every  green  thing.  In  June  the  young  locusts 
were  hatched,  and  swarmed  in  millions  over  the  country,  in- 
vading the  town,  and  filling  the  houses  near  the  walls,  in  spite  of 
every  effort  to  keep  them  back,  and  of  fruitless  attempts  by 
various  devices  to  prevent  them  entering  the  orchards  and  gardens. 

Only  walled  gardens  escaped,  and  that  was  due  solely  to  the 
liberal  employment  of  labourers,  constantly  engaged  in  stemming 
the  tide  of  insect  life.  The  grain  crops,  which  are  not  widely 
grown  in  this  district,  were,  so  far  as  wheat  and  barley  are  con- 
cerned, saved  from  entire  destruction  by  the  late  appearance  of 
the  insect  pest.  Other  grains  were  not  sown.  Of  wheat  about  half  and 
and  of  barley  one-third  were  lost.  Fruit  and  vegetable  growers  barley, 
were,  however,  the  greatest  sufferers.  The  crop  of  grapes,  Fruit  and 
in  ordinary  seasons  of  considerable  importance,  was  entirely 
destroyed;  and  the  orange  crop,  now  being  gathered,  is  80  per 
cent,  below  the  average.  I am  probably  within  the  mark  when 
I estimate  the  loss  in  these  two  fruits  alone  at  10,000/. 


MOROCCO. 


Imports  of 
fruit  and 
vegetables. 


Crop 

prospects. 


Prices  of 
wheat  and 
barley. 
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The  dearth  of  fruit  and  vegetables  was  in  some  measure  met 
by  importations  from  Spain  and  Portugal,  vi^  Gibraltar  and 
Tangier.  Considerable  quantities  of  apples,  grapes,  melons, 
tomatoes,  &c.,  were  landed  from  the  various  steamers,  but  were 
of  course  too  dear  for  purchase  by  the  poorer  classes  of  natives, 
who  felt  much  the  hardship  of  being  deprived  of  the  usual  supply 
of  cheap  and  wholesome  fruit. 

The  prospect  for  the  coming  crops  could  not,  at  the  date  I 
am  writing,  be  more  brilliant.  Abundant  rains  have  fallen, 
unattended  by  the  not  uncommon  too  prolonged  intervals  of 
drought;  and  vegetation  is  consequently  luxuriant  beyond 
precedent,  affording  ample  pasturage  for  cattle. 

The  price  of  wheat  in  this  market  to  day  is  equal  to  6s.  per 
112  lbs.  English,  and  of  barley  As.  6cZ.  per  112  lbs. 


Laraiche. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Imosse  reports  as  follows  : — 


Ketqrn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Laraiche  during  the 
Year  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

10 

330 

28 

22,335 

38 

22,665 

French  

1 

79 

37 

14,871 

38 

14,950 

German  

7 

4,434 

7 

4,434 

Norwegian 

1 

*113 

1 

113 

Portuguese 

45 

2,407 

45 

2,407 

Spanish  

96 

2,457 

*15 

8,732 

111 

11,189 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

153 

5,386 

87 

50,372 

240 

65,758 

... 

... 

... 

346 

66,769 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons, 

British  

10 

330 

28 

22,335 

38 

22,66.5 

French  

1 

79 

37 

14,871 

38 

14,950 

German  

7 

4,434 

7 

4,434 

Norwegian 

"l 

'i’ls 

1 

113 

Portuguese 

45 

2,407 

4.5 

2,407 

Spanish  

96 

8,467 

*15 

8, *732 

111 

11,189 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

163 

6,386 

87 

60,372 

240 

66,768 

preceding 

... 

346 

66,769 

TANGIER. 
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Return  of  tlie  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Laraiche 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Barley  

Quarters  ... 

2,490 

f 

2,999 

£ 

Beans  

»» 

20,853 

28,890 

66,’750 

66i750 

Birdseed  

M 

3,662 

6,074 

2,220 

2,7.56 

Gazool  

Cwts. 

2,638 

2,111 

Oranges  

Thousands 

2’445 

ii467 

3,410 

1,6.36 

Peas 

Quarters  ... 

1,562 

4,407 

4,830 

4,830 

17,240 

Wool,  greasy  

Cwts. 

6,506 

15,615 

7,187 

Other  articles  

2,131 

1,411 

Total  

61,583 

96,734 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Laraiche  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Candles  

Cwts. 

7,428 

£ 

7,428 

2,186 

£ 

5,139 

Cotton  manufactured 

Bales 

449 

32,656 

103 

7,600 

Earthenware 

Hampers  ... 

179 

1,450 

,,  ... 

Packages ... 

”'245 

l"056 

Firearms  

li092 

16,000 

Hardware 

Packages... 

"'320 

2,296 

Iron 

Cwts. 

4,284 

2,613 

10,282 

’5,' 700 

Matches  

Gross 

4,270 

613 

7,600 

2,100 

Petroleum 

Cases 

3,046 

1,218 

Silk,  raw  

Cwts. 

169 

8,009 

Spices  

,, 

1,132 

68,217 

2,600 

’"890 

’2,574 

Sugar,  loaf 

Chests 

69,855 

63,834 

65,666 

Tea 

709 

■ 3,657 

555 

2,880 

Woollen  cloth 

Yards 

14,700 

2,940 

1,800 

460 

Other  articles 

' 7,171 

9,643 

Total 

143,498 

118,718 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
Laraiche  and  Imported  to  Laraiche  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

Great  Britain  .. 

France  .. 

Spain  . . 

Portugal 

£ 

17,719 

9,867 

24,098 

9,899 

£ 

34,461 

13,691 

19,647 

28,935 

' £ 
62,744 
71,113 

£ 

34,839 

67,879 

Total 

61,583 

96,734 

133,867 

102,718 

(1435) 
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MOROCCO. 


Tetcan. 

Mr.  Consular- Agent  Nahon  reports  as  follows  : — 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tetuan  during  the 
Year  1890. 


Entered. 


Sailing, 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

50 

806 

1 

30 

51 

856 

Spanish  

63 

484 

4 

2,016 

67 

2,500 

French  

... 

3 

525 

3 

525 

Total  

113 

1,290 

8 

2,571 

121 

3,861 

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

...  j 

128 

5,027 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

50 

806 

1 

30 

51 

836 

Spanish  

64 

330 

4 

2,016 

68 

2,346 

French  

- 

3 

525 

3 

525 

Total  

114 

1,136 

8 

2,571 

122 

3,707 

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

131 

5,036 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tetuan  during  the 

Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Almonds  

Cwts. 

116 

£ 

700 

240 

£ 

1,440 

Baskets,  empty 

Pieces 

3,600 

30 

13,600 

102 

Beans  

Quarters  ... 

290 

300 

Canary  seed 

Cwts. 

21 

"*  21 

50 

50 

Cloth,  Moorish 

Bales 

2 

10 

Eggs 

Pieces 

1,952,800 

3,400 

5o6,‘ooo 

"*900 

Fish 

Barrels  ... 

35 

21 

Fowls  

Dozens  ... 

215 

81 

76 

38 

Fresh  fruit 

690 

Goat  skins 

Cwts. 

3 

12 

80 

360 

Linseed  

Quarters  ... 

196 

393 

2,374 

1,187 

Maize  

40 

47 

83,V 

100 

Mats 

Pieces 

... 

130* 

39 

Nuts 

Cwts. 

”*150 

112 

. 350 

264 

Olive  oil  

Barrels  ... 

226 

1,220 

Onions  

Cwts. 

2,400 

600 

Oranges  

Pieces 

1,142 

2,130,000 

1,278 

Pears  

11 

Raisins  

Cwts. 

”*150 

60 

'"280 

"*112 

Slippers  

Pairs 

180 

22 

Vegetables 

97 

Wax 

Cwts. 

"*120 

633 

”*480 

*2,"400 

Sundries  

1,126 

Total 

... 

6,770 

12,228 

TANGIER, 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tetuan  during  the 
Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Aniseed  

Sacks 

82 

£ 

240 

£ 

Bags ... 

Bales 

22 

264 

Brass  and  copper 

Cwts. 

'”l36 

’”380 

Candles  

Boxes 

”538 

”'860 

160 

320 

Carpets  

Bales 

13 

. 512 

Cement  

Barrels  ... 

145 

217 

Cloth 

Bales 

67 

4,352 

,,  ... 

Pieces 

... 

'I'iooo 

’7*000 

Cotton,  manufactured  

Bales  and 
boxes 

440 

22,201 

650 

30,050 

,,  raw 

Bales 

40 

98 

80 

3,200 

Coffee  

Cwts. 

170 

744 

130 

650 

Crockery  and  glassware 

Boxes 

336 

1,309 

241 

558 

Drugs  

Hampers  ... 

21 

180 

... 

620 

Furniture 

Bales 

386 

1,833 

600 

1,010 

Gold,  manufactured  

Boxes 

6 

Hardware 

Barrels  and 
boxes 

145 

2,000 

185 

1,850 

Hides  

Pieces 

680 

484 

667 

400 

Iron 

Cwts. 

3,382 

1,454 

3,970 

1,780 

Matches  

Gross 

3,000 

235 

3,500 

300 

Machinery 

Bales 

9 

97 

Oils  and  petroleum  

Boxes  and 
tins 

2,654 

1,144 

2,404 

947 

Plaster  of  Paris  

Bags 

356 

70 

Paper,  writing  

Bales 

139 

111 

Rice 

Cwts. 

738 

697 

”*246 

”'l96 

Salt,  common  

Saltpetre  

11  ••• 

1,607 

66 

7,500 

375 

11  ••• 

528 

264 

400 

800 

Silks 

114 

5,709 

20 

1,000 

Spices  and  soap  

Boxes  and 
hampers... 

J55 

360 

120 

330 

Sugar  

Cwts. 

4,950 

6,206 

4,969 

382 

6,217 

Steel 

,, 

300 

300 

382 

Shoes 

Boxes 

4 

94 

Tea 

Chests 

130 

186 

’ 116 

”’464 

Tin 

Bales 

551 

212 

Wax 

Bags 

9 

45 

Wine  and  spirits 

Chests 

284 

3,127 

’”400 

Wool,  manufactured  

Bales 

15 

1,260 

Sundries  

5,000 

’2‘461 

Total  

62,440 

61,679 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  Tetuan  and  Imported  to  Tetuan  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

Gibraltar 

£ I 

4,650 

£ 

1 10,128 

£ 

61,310 

£ 

60,639 

Spain  . . 

2,120 

1 2,100 

1,130 

1,040 

Total 

6,770 

1 12,228 

62,440  j 

61,679 
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• 

2d. 
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Id. 

1080.  New  York 

• • • 

2d. 
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. , 

.. 

Id. 
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• • • 

lid. 
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. . 

. . 

id. 

1082.  Frankfort 

• « • 

4d. 

^022.  Tripoli.. 

Id. 
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lid. 
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. . 

Id. 

1084.  Tokio  .. 

« • « 

Ud. 

l024.  Odes^sa . ^ _ 

, . 

6d. 
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* V V • 

Id. , 

Genoa  ' *.  i 

,, 

lid.' 

1086.  San  Francisco . . , 

. .i 

- 

~lt)26.  Kiudgchow 

, . 

Id.- 

1087.  Bangkok  ' ‘ ' 

r r 

^027.  Batoum 

4id. 

1088.  Soul  .. 

H 

^028.  Buenos  Ayres  .. 

, . 

Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai 

« • • 

. 

l029.  Batavia.. 

. . ’ 

. . 

Id. 

1090:  Copenhagen  . . 

• 

id. 

^030.  Santo  Domingo 

. . 

id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

• • • 

id. 

l031.  San  Jos§ 

. . 

Id. 

1092.  Bushire 

• • • 

2d. 

l032.  Manila  . . 

lid. 

1093.  Tamsui.. 

Id. 

lOSk  Alarseilles' ^ ..  ; 

. , 

• Id. 

'^1094.  Dunkirk  ^ 

Id. 

f034.  Swatov?. . 

Id. 

1095.  Port  Said  . . ' 

• • • 

\ id. 

1(J35.  Paris  . 

• 

Id. 

: 1096.  Guatehtala  . 

• # 

]id. 

1036.  Ichang . . 

, . 

5d. 

1097.  Chungking 

• • • 

9d. 

l037.  Pakhoi.. 

id. 

1098.  Nagasaki 

• • • 

Id. 

l038.  Foochow 

. . 

Id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

• • • 

2d. 

l039.  Brest  .. 

. , 

Id. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres  . . 

id. 

l040.  Madeira  . . ' ‘ 

•>  / 

id. 

1101.  Shanghai 

2d. 

1041.  Antwerp 

. . 

lid. 

1102.  Jeddah..  .. 

id. 

l042.  Taganrog 

2 id. 

1103.  Chicago 

. • • 

3d. 

1043.  Algiers, . 

* • 

, . 

2 id. 

1104.  Erzeroum 

• • • 

id. 

1044.  Hankow 

lid.' 

1105.  Loanda.. 

• • 

3d. 

1045.  Nantes.. 

* , 

lid. 

1106.  Macao  . . 

id. 

1046.;:  Bielgrade 

• • 

V -•  • 

2d. 

1107.  Canton. . 

Id. 

I0^7.j  t’lume  .. 

ad. 

1108.  Paramaribo  ' . . ' 

Ud. 

1048.  Wuhu  . . . ..  " 

. L . - 

Id. 

1109.  Tunis  ' 

-lid. 

1049.  Cagliari 

Id. 

1110.  Sofia  .. 

3d. 

1050.  Erzeroum 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei., 

. 

lid. 

1051.  Syra 

Id. 

1112.  Athens.. 

. 

2id. 

1052.  Cherbourg 

. . 

, . 

Id. 

1113.  Alexandria 

• . . 

2d. 

1053.  Lipaa  .• 

Id. 

1114,  Vienna.. 

• • • 

Id, 

1054. ‘Bilbao 

lid. 

1115,  Stettin  .. 

, 

2id. 

1055.  Cadiz  . . 

2d. 

1116,  Berne  .. 

. 

Id. 

1056.  Corunna 

2 id. 

1117.  Palermo 

. 

2id. 

1057.  Saigon . . 

Id. 

1118.  Tokio  .. 

• . « 

Ud. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince.. 

* , 

Id. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

. 

3d. 

10’69.'  Trebizond  ...  • 

Id. 

1120.  Teneriffe  ..  > 

. 

Id. 

1069.  Barcelona 

, , 

lid. 

1121.  Damascus 

.. 

Id. 

1061.  Tainan..  ..  ' 

Id. 

1122.  Naples,. 

2d. 

14)62.  Smyrnp, 

, , 

.Hd. 

1123.  Hakodate 

Id. 

1063.  Old  Calabar 

id. 

1124.  Montevideo  .. 

. 

2id. 

1064.  Samoa  .. 

id. 

1125.  Stockholm 

. 

Ud. 

1065.  Tahiti 

Id. 

1126.  Dautzig 

. 

2d. 

1066.  Chefoo  . . 

6d. 

1127.  The  Hague 

. 

lid. 

1067.  Gothenburg  ‘ 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres  . . > 

' 2d. 
lid.  , 
lid. 

1128.  .Odiess,a<'j'f  r,'..  4 ■’ 
.1129.  Berne  w,  ... 

1130.  Malaga. . 

Id. 

lid. 

3d. 

1069.  Loanda. . ..- 

. 

1070.  Guatemala 

Id. 

1131.  Pome  . . 

2.ld. 

1G7J.  Zahzibai'  ’ ' ‘ 

. . 

Id. 

1132.  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  '-f 

4id. 

1072.  Charleston  ... 

r • • 

2id. 

1133.  Munich 

lid. 

1073.  Niqe  . ...  . 

■ • f , 

• • 

Id. 

1134.^  Meshed 

Id. 

1074.  Caracas!.  .! 

Id.' 

1135.  Guayaquil 

• • • 

id. 

1075.  Lisbon  .'i.  ' ■ 

lu';  ^ 

' 2d;- 

1136.;. Rio  de  Janeiro  ' ' 

• • 

4id. 

1076.  Calais  .. 

.-2d. 

1137.  Tonga  , . 

. 

Id. 

1077.  Bio  Grande  do  Sul 

5id.3 

. 1138.  Copenliagen  .. 

• • • 

Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia  .. 

ri-:.- 

-A  * 

2id. 

^ y. 

1139..  Tangier 

) . i ...  . 8 / . \ 

’T.ro-a. 

Aid. 
.Ilf  . 
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Mr.  Welhy  to  the  Karl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Buenos  Ayres^  October  12,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship 
a very  careful  Summary,  which  has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Findlay,  Second  Secretary  at  this  Legation,  of  the  Report  which 
has  just  been  issued  for  the  present  year  by  Senor  Hansen,  the 

Minister  of  Finance.  ‘ 

Much  credit,  I think,  is  due  to  Mr.  Findlay  for  the  way  in 
which  he  has  carried  out  this  work,  and  I trust  that  this  Report 
may  prove  of  interest,  as  containing  much  more  recent  informa- 
tion than  any  which  has  been  so  far  published  wdth  regard  to 
Argentine  Finance. 

' ' ■ ' ‘ ' ‘ I have  &c. 

(Signed)  ' GEORrxE  E.  WELBY. 


Mr.  Findlay  to  Mr.  Welhy. 

Sir,  ’ ’ Buenos  Ayres,  October  1,  1892. 

In  accoi*dance  with  your  instructions,  1 have  carefully  studied 
the  Memoria  recently  published  by  Senor  Hansen,  the  present 
Minister  of  Finance,  and  ! have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  a 
review  thereof. 

The  Memoria  in  question  gives  a mass  of  information  on 
every  branch  of’  Argentine  industry  and  finance,  together  with 
the  Minister’s  views  as  to.  the  existing  state  of  things,  and  the 
reforms  which  might  advantageously  be  introduced.  . 

The  figures  given  in  Argentine  statistics  are  carefully  drawn 
up,  but  are  sometimes  misleading. 

Thus,  I am  informed  on  the  best  authority,  that  the  estimated 
amounts  of  the' imports  and  exports,  being  based  on  the  “ Tarifa 
d’Evaluos,”  are. considered  as  gold.  But  the  Tarifa  d’E values  is 
known  to  be  much  too  high,  as  already  pointed  out  in  previous 
X'eports.  • . 

I have  endeavoured  to  give  a fair  idea  of  Senor  Hansen’s 
statements  and  opinions,  and,  as  a rule,  I have  abstained  from 
(1429)  A 2 
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commenting  thereon,  feeling  that  my  own  views  would  be  of  little 
value,  owing  to  my  short  experience  of  this  country. 

The  Memoria  was  prepared  for  the  Argentine  Congress,  and 
is  a statement  of  the  situation  somewhat  from  the  Argentine 
point  of  view. 

It  may  nevertheless  be  of  some  interest,  especially  as  *it 
contains  more  recent  informatior  than  that  already  reported,  and 
as  there  appears  to  be  a feeling  that  some  re-arrangeinent  of 
Argentine  finance  must  be  negotiated  before  long. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  M.  DE  C.  FINDLAY. 


Simynary  of  the  Finance  Minister's  Report  for  1892. 
Abstract  of  Contents. 
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Senor  Hansen,  in  the  introduction  to  his  exhaustive  memoria,  introductory, 
sketches  the  progress  of  the  crisis  in  Argentine  finance  from 
June,  1889,  the  increasing  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency, 
the  failure  of  the  attempts  of  the  Government  to  obtain  further 
loans,  the  Kevolution  of  July,  1890,  and  its  effects,  the  Baring 
failure,  followed  by  Dr.  -Playa^s  mission,  the  general  collapse  of 
Argentine  National  and  Provincial  Stock,  and  the  closing  of  the 
National  Bank,  and  of  the  Bank  of  the  Province  of  Buenos 
Ayres. 

There  is  no  need  further  to  allude  to  this  unfortunate  chapter 
in  the  history  of  Argentine  finance,  the  subject  having  been  ex- 
hausted in  Mr.  Herberts  report  (Annual  Series,  1892,  No.  1000). 

Senor  Hansen  remarks  with  regard  to  these  events,  “ that  it  Causes  of 
is  not  fair  to  seek  for  the  causes  of  this  catastrophe  in  the  acts  of  crisis, 
the  public  authorities.  Their  fault  lay  in  not  having  escaped  the 
general  blindness  (ofusca^ion)  of  the  time,  and  in  not  having 
foreseen  the  effects  of  action  inaugurated  under  the  influence  of 
mistaken  ideas.” 

The  daily  spectacle  of  fortunes  springing  up  (like  mushrooms) 
during  the  night,  thanks  to  the  miracles  of  speculation,  upset  the 
public  judgment,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  men  at  the 
head  of  affairs  caught  the  infection  from  the  surrounding  atmos- 
phere.” 

The  blame,  he  continues,  must  be  shared  by  European 
capitalists,  who  speculated  in  Argentine  stocks  and  cedulas,  even 
though  the  ‘‘  abuses  connected  with  the  issue  of  the  latter  were 
notorious.” 

“ This,^’  says  SeKor  Hansen,  ‘‘  if  it  does  not  excuse  the  mis- 
takes made  by  the  Kepublic,  explains  at  any  rate  how  it  was 
possible  for  the  crisis  to  assume  the  proportions  of  an  international 
disaster.” 

Sefior  Hansen  points  out  that  the  basis  of  the  economical 
regeneration  of  the  nation  consists  in  the  rapid  development  of 
its  production,  the  excess  of  which,  when  exported,  covers  the 
value  of  foreign  goods  consumed,  and  provides  resources  for  the 
service  of  the  European  capital  invested  in  the  country,  either  in 
the  form  of  foreign  debt,  or  in  that  of  commercial  undertakings 
which  remit  their  profits  to  Europe.’^ 

To  give  a clear  idea  of  the  amount  of  this  mass  of  borrowed 
gold  he  subjoins  the  following  table : — 
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Interest 
payable  on 
European 
capital 
invested  in 
the  Republic. 


Eukopean  Capital  invested  in  the  Republic. 


Description 


Amount. 


! Currency. 

Sterling. 

Dollars  Gold. 

£ 

I.  Public  Debt. 

National  .« 

205,692,404 

41,138,480 

Provincial 

143,315,533 

28,663,106 

' Municipal  • • . , 

24,596,423 

4,919,285 

Total  ..  .. 

373,604,360 

74,720,871 

II.  Railways. 

Guaranteed.. 

81,800,000 

16,360,000 

Not  guaranteed 

230,700,000 

46,140,000 

Total 

312,500,000 

62,500,000 

III.  Industrial  and  Commercial  Undertakings. 

Guaranteed — 

Preserved  meat  factories  and  sugar  refineries. . 

6,700,000 

1,340,000 

Not  guaranteed — 

Banks 20,600,000 

Tramways  15,300,000 

Telephones  . . . . . . 2,200,000 

Gas  companies  ..  ..  ..  4,900,000 

43,000,000 

8,600,000 

Total 

49,700,000 

9,940,000 

IV.  Hypothecary  Cedulas. 

Gold  National 

15,000,000 

8,000,000 

Paper  „ ..  ..  ,.  60,000,000 

„ Provincial 200,000,000 

260,000,000 

Taking  gold  at  300  per  cent.,  this  gives. . 

86,000,000 

17,200,000 

Total 

101,000,000 

20,200,000 

. Grand  total 

836,804,360 

167,360,871 

Note. — 5 dollars  gold  = \l.  approximately. 


Sefior  Hansen  estimates  the  payments  required  for  the  interest 
of  this  large  sum  at  or  about  8,000,000/.  or  40,000,000  dol.  gold. 
He  arrives  at  this  result  by  taking  5 per  cent,  as  the  average  rate 
of  interest  of  the  whole  of  the  Public  Debt,  hypothecary  cedulas, 
and  guarantees.  This  appears  a very  low  estimate. 

Senor  Hansen  points  out  that  the  actual  payments  are  at 
present  considerably  reduced  by  the  consolidation  of  the  National 
Debt  service,  and  the  suspension  of  the  services  of  various  pro- 
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vincial  loans,  including  cedulas,  and  he  estimates  the  sum  actually 
paid  abroad,  as  from  l,3OO,O00Z.  to  1,400,000/.  It  is  probable,  '^ 
that  the  54,000,000/.  unguaranteed  capital 'does ’not  now  yield  , ^ 
more  than  2 per  cent,  to  per  cent,  on  an  average.  / ’ 

Further,  several  of  the  more  important  railways  in  carrying 
out  prolongations  of  their  lines,  &c.,  for  which  fresh  capital  has 
been  raised  in  Europe,  find  it  more  convenient  to  employ  their 
profits  in  paying  for  work  done  in  this  country,  and  to  use  the 
money  raised  in  Europe  for  the  payment  of  dividends  there.  ' 
This  is  a fact  which  should  not  be  lost  sight  of. 


Turning  to  the  future  the  minister  thinks  that  as 
Foreign  Debt,  the  service  of 
cent,  annual  interest,  there  is  a 


general  feeling 


regards  the  Re-arrange- 
per 

that  it -will  be 


which  is  now  consolidated  at  6 r>Ar  ment  of  the 


onlv  accumulating 


necessary. 


commercial 

investments. 


necessary  to  revise  this  arrangement,  which  is 
fresh  debt,  and  which  does  not  benefit  the  present  holders,  owing 
to  the  low  figure  at  which  the  bonds  they  receive  in  payment  are 
sold;  he  is  of  opinion  that  an  average  interest  of  frorn  pei’,- 
cent,  to  3 per  cent,  per  annum  in  gold  may  be  anticipated  as  a ' 
satisfactory  arrangement.  The  same  rate,  he  thinks,  will  be  e.\-, 
tended  to  cedulas  and -guaranteed  stock  so  that  on  those  hundred  , 
and  odd  million  (sterling)  a reduction  of  interest  would  be 
obtained  of  from  two  to  three  millions  (sterling)  ; thus  the  total  ' 
sum  payable  abroad  would  not  exceed  five  or  six  millions  (sterling), 
a sum,  he  says,  which  it  is  well  within  the  capacity  of  the  country 
to  pay,  if  it  is  guided  in  the  future  by  its  unfortunate  experiences  ' 
in  the  past.  ' ' - 

Senor  Hansen  then  remarks  that  when  commercial  investments  Return  of 
in  this  Kepublic  yield  5 per  cent.,  European  capital-  will 
flow  hither. 

This  anticipation  appears  to  be  founded  on  the  impression 
that  such  investments  in  England  are  considered  satisfactory 
when  they  yield  3 per  cent.  This  I believe  to  be  erroneous. 

Senor  Hansen  must  be  thinking  only  of  railway  debentures,  &c. 

In  the  period  from  1886  to  1890,  inclusive,  the  excess  of  im-  Balance  of 
ports  over  exports  appears,  according  to  Mr.  Hansen,  to  have  \ 

been  about  34,000,000/.*  All  these  millions  can  only  have  been, 
paid,  says  Senor  Hansen,  with  the  fresh  capital  flowing  into  the 
country.  In  1891  when  the  source  of  this  stream  of  gold  was 
cut  ojff,  the  balance  of  trade  which  in  1890  had  been  8,000,000/. 
against  the  country  suddenly  changed  to  a balance  of  over 
7,000,000/.  in  its  favour.  The  exportation  of  gold  caused  a. 
corresponding  fall  in  the  value  of  the  paper  currency,  and  this' 
depreciation  in  its  turn  gave  a great  impulse  to  Argentine  pro- 
duction, owing  to  the  dearness  of  imported  goods,  which  have  tpj 
be  paid  for  in  gold,  and  to  the  cheapness  of  paper-paid  labour. 

Thus  agriculture  and  cattle-farming  prospered  'exceedingly.  Impulse  given 
and  native  factories  of  wine,  alcohol,  sugar,  matches,  &c., 
up  to  compete  with  the  imported  article.  farming  and 

Senpr  Hansen  considers  that  the  distress  prevalent  in  1891  native 

* This  result  does  not  correspond  with  figures  given  by  Senor  Hansen  on  p.'  22, 
which  show  a balance  of  40,000,0u0f.  , ' , , , ■ 
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Protected 

industries. 


Industries] 
existing 
owing  to 
depreciation 
of  currency. 


Importation 
of  stock, 
1885-91. 


Importation 
of  food-stuffs. 


Food -stuffs— 

second 

category. 


ampng  the  labouring  classes  was  not  due  to  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  raising  the  import  duties  (this  only  being  done  in 
the  case  of  wine,  tobacco,  &c.),  but  rather  to  the  depreciation  of 
the  paper  dollar. 

Senor  Hansen  is  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  advisable  to 
foster  industries  by  protection  which  could  not  exist  without  it. 
He  observes,  with  truth,  that  the  native  manufactured  articles  are 
kept  up  to  the  price  of  the  imported  article,  and  they  are,  as  a 
rule,  of  inferior  quality,  so  that  the  protective  tax  is  a loss  both 
to  the  revenue  and  to  the  consumer  and  only  benefits  the  manu- 
facturer. 

Many  of  these  industries  owe  their  existence  to  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  paper  currency,  which  aggravates  the  import  duties, 
and  at  the  same  time  cheapens  labour.  Should  this  abnormal 
state  of  things  improve,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  many  of  them 
would  be  ruined,  but  cloth  and  paper  factories,  being,  so  to  say, 
indigenous  to  the  country,  may  continue  to  hold  their  own. 

It  is  important  to  notice  that  a rise  in  the  value  of  the  paper 
dollar  would  be  by  no  means  welcome  to  a large  class  of  people  in 
the  Argentine  Republic,  and  that  labour  cannot  earn  sufficient  to 
attract  immigration  until  a rise  takes  place. 

The  statistics  relating  to  the  importation  of  stock  (for.  stud 
purposes)  during  the  period  between  1885  to  1891  are  as 
follows : — 


1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

Total. 

Sheep  ... 
Cattle  ... 
Horses  ... 

••• 

15,455 

2,007 

487 

18,716 

1,463 

857 

46,316 

942 

1,508 

3,351 

4,527 

990 

19,479 

628 

547 

1,030 

362 

535 

1,909 

103 

121 

106,256 

10,032 

5,043 

The  importation  of  these  animals  which  directly  tends  to  im- 
prove the  stock  in  the  country  has  greatly  fallen  off.  There  is 
now,  however,  a good  supply  of  stud-stock  bred  in  the  country. 

There  are  several  interesting  points  connected  with  the  im- 
portation of  food-stufis.  These  are  divided  by  Seiior  Hansen 
into  the  following  groups  : — 

1.  Necessaries  not  produced  in  the  country, 

2.  Necessaries,  with  regard  to  which  home-production  is  be- 
ginning to  compete  with  foreign  production. 

3.  Articles  of  luxury,  the  consumption  of  which  is  not 
general. 

As  regards  the  first  group  in  which  Senor  Hansen  includes 
rice,  ling,  cocoa,  coffee,  fiour,  tea,  yerba,  &c.,  the  importation  of 
each  article  has  declined  in  the  last  few  years. 

In  many  cases  this  decline  is  more  apparent  than  real,  as  im- 
portation in  1890  was  stimulated  by  a desire  to  avoid  tlie  gold 
duties  in  1891. 

An  increase  of  home-production  is  indicated  by  the  great 
decline  from  3,500,000  kilos,  in  1887  to  1,070,949  kilos,  in  1887, 
and  1,871  kilos,  in  1891. 

In  tlie  second  group  of  food-stuffs  including  refined  and  raw 
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sugar,  chocolate,  malt,  pates  d’ltalle,  salt,  &c.,  the  decline  in  im- 
portation is  also  general,  and  that  in  sugar  from  34,500,000  kilos, 
in  1889  to  13,000,000  kilos,  in  1891  shows  the  great  strides  made 
by  the  Argentine  sugar  industry. 

The  decline  in  the  importation  of  this  article  alone  represents 
a loss  to  the  revenue  of  more  than  360,000/. 

The  articles  included  in  the  third  category  show  an  equal  Third 
falling-off.  ^ ^ ^ category. 

Home  production  again  comes  into  the  field  in  competing 
with  the  importation  of  foreign  wines. 

There  is  a decrease  in  the  importation  of  common  wines 
amounting  to  16,500,000  gallons,  which  represents  a loss  to  the 
revenue  of  over  1,200,000/. 

The  decline  in  the  revenue  from  duties  on  imported  alcoholic 
drinks  is  380,000/.,  while  the  excise  being  in  paper  only  produced 
about  80,000/.  The  decline  in  the  importation  of  beer  has  caused 
a loss  to  the  revenue  of  150,000/. 

These  figures,  when  added  up,  show  a total  loss  to  the  revenue  Great  loss  to 
in  these  four  articles,  viz.,  sugar,  wines,  spirits,  and  beer, 
about  2,000,000/.,  or  nearly  50  percent,  of  the  total  customs  in 
collected  in  1891,  and  ‘^almost  enough  to  cover  the  service  on  importation, 
the  National  External  Debt.^^ 

Disregarding  the  small  excise  duties,”  says  Senor  Hansen,  Home 
“ this  enormous  sum  must  be  considered  as  given  to  home  industry, 
and  it  is  now  evident  that  the  latter  must  contribute  to  defray  taxed, 
the  expenditure  of  the  Public  Treasury.” 

He  considers  that  these  great  industries  which  have  sprung, 
Phoenix-like,  from  the  ashes  of  Argentine  finance,  can  now  hold 
their  own  and  that  they  have  a great  future  before  them. 

Wine  growing. 

The  area  at  present  laid  out  in  vineyards  in  the  Argentine  Vineyards  and 
Republic  is  approximately  as  follows  : — wine  growing. 


Provinces. 

1 

1 Acres. 

Mendoza 

21,611 

San  J uan  . . 

18,977 

San  Luis 

2,482 

Entre  Rios  . . 

3,636 

Salta 

1,940 

Cordoba 

1,358 

Rioja  and  Catamarca 

• • 1 

6,912 

Buenos  Ayres 

unknown 

Total  ..  0. 

56,916 

Of  the  total  area  in  which  the  vine  is  cultivated,  Senor 
Hansen  calculates  that  33,950  acres  are  actually  bearing  fruit, 
the  rest  being  newly  planted. 
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Wine  crop, 
1891. 


Sugar 

industry. 


The  wine  produced  in  1891  he  estimates  at  1 1 ,000,000  gallons. 
The  wine  imported  amounted  to  14,410,000  gallons ; taking  the 
population  at  4,000,000,  this  gives  a consumption  of  about 
H gallons  per  head,  or  nearly  six  times  as  much  as  the  con- 
sumption per  head  of  the  population  in  France. 

The  manufacture  of  artificial  wines  in  Buenos  Ayres  and 
Rosario  causes  loss  to  the  revenue,  and  is  dangerous  to  the 
health  of  the  public.  Seiior  Hansen  estimates  the  spurious  wine 
sold  as  amounting  to  over  6,500,000  gallons. 

The  wine  industry  at  present  represents  a production  of  about  • 
1,000,000/.,  and  its  prosperity-  will  increase  from  year  to  year. 


Return  of  Sugar  Manufacture  for  the  Year  1891. 


Provinces, 

Factories. 

Cane 

crushed. 

Sugar 

produced. 

Acres  planted 
with  sugar. 

Existing. 

1 

Which 
send  in 
reports. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tucuman  

34 

25 

429,053 

25,648 

44,702 

Jujuy 

2 

2 

22,072 

1,332 

3,410 

Salta  

1 

1 

2,259 

158 

1,187 

Chaco 

4 

1 

2,076 

138 

1,480 

Missiones  

3 

1 

4,419 

331 

496 

Santiago  del  Estero  ... 

2 

1 

9,035 

451 

1,277 

Total  ... 

46 

31 

468,914 

28,058 

52,552 

Besides  which  there  are 

15  fac- 

tories  with  an  approximate  out- 

put  of  

7,856 

14,543 

Grand  total 



35,914 

67,095 

The  preceding  table  shows  the  distribution  and  produce  of 
the  sugar  industry  in  1891,  according  to  the  figures  given  by 
Senor  Hansen. 

The  region  in  which  the  sugar  cane  is  cultivated  begins  at 
parallel  27  degrees.  It  is  grown  as  far  south  as  28  degrees,  but 
not  at  a profit ; the  total  area  under  sugar  cultivation  is  about 
66,095  acres,  of  which  amount  nearly  56,833  acres  lie  in  the 
province  of  Tucuman. 

Of  the  35,914  tons  of  sugar  produced,  15,315  tons  were  carried 
to  the  coast  and  to  the  central  provinces  by  the  North-Western 
Argentine  Republic,  and  about  7,290  tons  to  Santa  Fe  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  by  the  line  connecting  Buenos  Ayres,  Rosario,  Sunchales, 
and  Tucuman.  The  Central  Argentine  Railway  carried  over  3,327 
tons  to  the  coast,  and  the  Central  Northern  Railway  about  1,280 
tons. 

The  total  amount  despatched  from  the  sugar  districts  was  28,1 75 
tons,  the  remainder  being  consumed  there.  If  the  amount  of 
sugar  produced  be  added  to  the  amounr,  imported,  we  find  a total 
home  consumption  of  49,107  tons,  or  27 J lbs.  per  head  of  the 
population,  less  than  half  the  consumption  per  head  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

The  quality  of  sugar  is  stated  to  be  good,  and  its  manufacture 
is  carried  on  with  the  latest  modern  improvements. 
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Alcohol.  r 

The  maniifactui’e  of  alcohol  both  from  maize  and  from  sugar  Manufacture 
cane  has  greatly  developed  of  late.  In  the  year  following  the  of  alcohol, 
imposition  of  an  excise  duty  on  alcohol,  6,085,998  gallons  paid 
the  tax,  75  per  cent,  being  made  from  maize,  and  25  per  cent, 
from  sugar,  and  about  39°  Cartier  to  40°  Cartier.  The  whole  of 
this  must  have  been  consumed  in  the  country  as  none  was 
exported.  If  the  spirits  imported,  amounting  to  20,635  gallons, 
be  added,  we  6nd  that  the  consumption  per  head  of  the  population 
is  1^  gallons — a consumption  which,  according  to  Seiior  Hansen 
is  only  exceeded  in  Denmark  and  in  Germany. 

Sehor  Hansen  is  of  opinion  that  this  extraordinary  consumption 
is  explained  by  the  use  of  these  alcohols  in  the  manufacture  of 
wine,  and  that  higher  duties  should  be  imposed  on  the  produce 
of  this  industry. 


Tobacco. 


The  importation  of  tobacco  has  fallen -off  to  a degree  which 


Cultivation  of 


can  only  be  attributed  to  the  extensive  smuggling  carried  on  since  tobacco, 
the  imposition  of  higher  duties  in  1891.  Senor  Hansen  estimates 
the  quantity  smuggled  as  about  equal  to  that  legally  imported. 

Another  effect  of  the  high  duty  has  been  to  develop  the 
cultivation  of  tobacco  in  the  Argentine  Kepublic. 

Tobacco  is  being  grown  in  Corrientes,  Tucuman,  Entre  Rios, 
and  even  in  the  provinces  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  Santa  Fe.  Accord- 
ing to  information  collected  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance  the  last 
tobacco  crop  brought  to  market  from  Corrientes  and  Tucuman 
amounted  to  1,450  tons. 


Wood,  building  materials,  c^'c. 

The  importation  of  wood  for  building  purposes,  8:c.,  has  Wood, 
declined  since  1887  to  an  extraordinary  e.xtent,  and  the  exportation 
has  increased.  In  1887  the  produce  of  the  lumber  trade  was 
valued  at  about  55,590/.;  in  1890  280,000/.  worth  of  wood  was 
exported,  and  the  exportation  in  1891  is  estimated  at  nearly 
430,000/.,  or  about  eight  times  as  much  as  in  1887. 

At  the  same  time  native  wood  has  taken  the  place  of  the 
imported  article  to  a great  extent  in  home  consumption,  and  is 
now  largel)^  used  as  fuel  in  factories  and  railways  where  coal  is 
dear,  owing  to  distance  from  the  coast. 

Thus  the  flour  mills  at  Santa  Fe,  Cordoba,  and  Entre  Rios, 
and  the  sugar  factories  of  Tucuman  and  Santiago  del  Estero  are 
supplied  with  wood.  The  superiority  of  coal  over  wood  is  con- 
sidered by  Senor  Hansen  as  being  in  the  ratio  of  3 to  1 to  0 ; but  as 
the  cost  of  coal  is  to  that  of  wood  as  from  8 to  6 to  1,  wood  is 
evidently  the  cheaper.  - 
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Coal  replaced 
by  wood. 


Tanned 

leather. 


The  importation  of  coal  declined  from  658,000  tons  in  1889 
to  350,680  tons  in  1891,  and  Senor  Hansen  considers  it  probable 
that  two-thirds  of  this  diminution  is  accounted  for  by  the 
employment  of  wood  as  fuel.  He  further  remarks  that  wood 
is  subject  to  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  while  coal  is  free. 

Note. — The  wood  in  general  use  for  fuel,  fencing,  gate-posts, 
tanning,  &c.,  is  called  “ Quebracho.’^  It  is  exceedingly  hard, 
heavy,  and  durable,  and  is  excellent  for  these  purposes.  Cedar, 
from  Paraguay  and  the  northern  provinces,  is  also  largely  used 
for  window  fittings,  doors,  and  furniture.  It  is  a handsome,  dark 
wood  and  takes  a high  polish. 

The  following  figures  show  approximately  the  variations  in 
the  value  of  the  principal  products  of  the  country,  exported  in  the 
last  7 years  1885-91. 


Produce  of  Cattle  Farming. 


1885  .. 

1886  .. 

1887  .. 

1888  .. 

1889  .. 

1890  .. 

1891  .. 


Year. 


Value. 

£ 


12,100,000 

10.580.000 

11.110.000 

14,000,000 

17.850.000 

12.200.000 

12,800,000 


Agricultural  Produce. 


1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 


Year. 


Value. 


£ 

2,210,000 

1,660,000 

4.250.000 

3.250.000 

3.380.000 

5.118.000 

5.808.000 


These  figures  show  that  the  value  of  agricultural  produce 
exported  has  more  than  doubled  in  the  period  under  consideration, 
the  lumber  trade  has  increased  to  nearly  eight  times  its  former 
value,  as  shown  above,  and  the  value  of  minerals  exported  has 
risen  from  18,000/.  in  1885  to  171,000/.  in  1891. 

Another  industry  which  has  sprung  up  within  the  last  2 years 
is  the  manufacture  of  tanned  leather,  and  it  is  increasing  enor- 
mously. The  wood  used  in  tanning  is  the  ‘^Quebracho”  above- 
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mentioned,  which  is  plentiful  and  excellent  for  the  purpose.  This 
trade  is  destined  to  assume  large  proportions,  owing  to  the 
cheapness  of  the  material  required  for  it. 

The  statistics  given  by  Sehor  Hansen,  showing  the  destination  Destination 
and  origin  of  exports  and  imports  during  1891,  are  interesting  and  origin  of 
but  need  not  be  given  here,  as  they  have  already  been  reported 
on  by  Mr.  Bridgett  (Annual  Series,  1892,  1068).  For  the  same  ^ 
reasons  I do  not  go  into  the  statistics  of  navigation. 

I may  mention,  however,  that  in  concluding  his  chapter  on  Cabotage, 
navigation,  Senor  Hansen  expresses  his  opinion  that  the  coasting 
trade  (cabotage),  being  the  “ nursery  of  the  national  navy,” 
should  only  be  carried  on  under  the  Argentine  flag.  In  defence 
of  this  policy  he  quotes  the  legislation  of  France  and  of  the 
United  States  wdth  regard  to  “cabotage.^’  With  this  view  he 
desires  the  alteration  of  the  existing  regulations  on  the  subject. 


Revenue. 

The  estimates  for  1891  were  the  same  as  for  1890,  the  revolu-  Revenue, 
tion  and  confusion  resulting  therefrom  having  made  it  impossible 
to  elaborate  a fresh  budget.  The  revenue  collected  in  1891  shows 
an  excess  of  2,350,221  dol.  paper  (115,106/. — taking  gold  at  391 
the  average  rate  for  the  year)  over  that  of  the  preceding  year, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  1891  the  new  duties  on  exports, 
additional  duties  on  tobacco  and  other  articles,  and  the  internal 
taxes  produced  9,695,857  dol.  paper  (495,951/.),  so  that  there 
was  a decrease  in  the  amount  yielded  by  the  former  taxes. 

Goods  subject  to  duty  of  the  value  of  19,322,000/.  are  stated  imports  In 
to  have  been  imported  in  1890,  but  in  1891  the  amount  fell  to  1891. 
8,528,000/.,  a decrease  of  56  per  cent.  Senor  Hansen  considers 
that  this  extraordinary  diflerence,  which  is  usually  attributed  to 
the  impoverished  condition  of  consumers  in  the  Argentine 
Republic,  is  only  partially  due  to  this  cause.  The  crisis  has 
only  affected  the  urban  populations,  and  these  only  in  the  principal 
centres,  while  the  rural  population  have  largely  profited  by  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency.'^ 

“ Never  have  our  rural  industries  prospered  so  much  as  in  the 
two  years  when  the  crisis  was  most  acute.^’ 

This  is  doubtless  true  as  far  as  the  employers  of  labour  are  Prosperity  of 
concerned,  owing  to  the  fact  that  wages  have  not  risen  in  pro-  rural 
portion  to  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  in  which  they  arc  paid,  i^^dustries.” 
The  labouring  classes  have  suffered  for  the  same  reason. 

The  causes  to  which  Senor  Hansen  attributes  the  declm:  in 
importation  are  : — 

1.  The  competition  of  home  produce. 

2.  The  existence  of  large  stocks  which  were  increased  in 
anticipation  of  the  application  of  the  gold  duty. 

3.  The  limited  means  of  consumers. 

The  next  subject  taken  into  consideration  is  the  incidonco  of  Incidence  of 
taxation,  and  the  reforms  which  should  be  introduced.  taxation. 
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Specific 

duties. 


Proposed 

reforms. 


Additional 

duties. 


Export  duties 
and  exports. 


Tax  of  4 per 
cent,  on  farm 
produce. 


Port  dues.  i 


Property  tax. 


A good  system  of  duties,”  says  Senor  Hansen,  “ requires 
that  there  should  be  no  exemption  therefrom  which  is  not 
general.”  He  therefore  points  out  that  railway  companies  have 
abused  the  liberality  of  their  concessions,  and  that  they  should 
be  made  to  justify  the  use  of  material  which  they  import  free  of 
duty  under  the  conditions  of  their  contracts.  Machinery  and 
raw  material,  with  some  exceptions,  should  also,  he  considers,  be 
subject  to  duty. 

In  the  opinion  ol  Senor  Hansen  the  moment  has  arrived  for 
the  application  of  specific  duties  ” to  the  fullest  extent.  The 
“ ad  valorem  ’ duties,  he  argues,  are  only  more  equitable  in 
appearance.  Specific  duties  ’’  have  the  advantage  in  being 
simple  in  their  application,  and  more  reliable  both  for  the  revenue 
and  for  the  honest  importer. 

He  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  ‘‘  ad  valorem  ” duties  might 
be  reformed  by  combining  the  present  30  per  cent,  duty  with  the 
20  per  cent,  duty,  and  as  for  the  1 per  cent,  duty  on  all  articles 
that  might  be  distributed  amongst  those  goods  subject  to  other 
rates,  or  covered  by  a 5 per  cent,  duty  on  some  articles  which  are 
at  present  free. 

The  additional  taxes  on  “articles  de  luxe,’^  such  as  wine, 
cigars,  &c.,  which  were  imposed  in  January,  1891,  were  destined 
for  the  amortisation  of  the  fiduciary  issue.  For  reasons  given 
above  the  amount  yielded  by  them  has  been  so  far  below  the 
estimated  return  that  Senor  Hansen  considers  it  necessary  to 
modify  or  even  abolish  them,  and  to  seek  some  other  way  of 
raising  the  sums  required. 

In  order  to  create  fresh  resources  and  to  fill  the  empty 
Treasury,  export  duties,  which  had  been  abolished  in  1887,  were 
re-established  in  the  extraordinary  sessions  of  1890-91. 

The  articles  affected  were,  as  before,  the  products  of  stock- 
farming— skins,  wool,  suet,  jerked-beek,  &c.  These  were  sub- 
jected to  a 4 per  cent,  duty,  which  they  were  well  able  to  bear. 

Senor  Hansen  thinks  that  an  income  tax,  such  as  that  at 
present  in  force  in  England,  is  the  fairest  form  of  raising  money, 
but  considers  it  impracticable  in  this  country,  “owing  to  the 
difference  in  customs.^^  He  points  out  that  the  price  of  farm- 
produce,  as  mentioned  above,  being  fixed  by  the  foreign  market, 
the  present  duty  is  only  a tax  on  profits,  and  is  not  protective. 

With  regard  to  the  port  and  quay  dues,  charged  for  the  use 
of  the  quays  of  the  new  harbour  and  of  La  Boca,  they  are  merely 
intended  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  service  and  maintenance  of 
those  quays,  but  are  far  from  doing  so.  The  duty  charged  is 
about  20  c.  gold  per  ton  {^d^d.)  on  entry  and  c.  per  ton  per 
day  during  the  stay  of  ships  in  port.  Vessels  driven  in  by  stress 
of  weather  or  “ force  majeure”  are  not  subject  to  duty.  Vessels 
in  ballast  pay  half  the  tariff  dues  on  entry. 

The  return  of  these  dues  has  more  than  doubled  between 
1885  and  1891.  There  was  only  a slight  decline  in  1890. 

The  amount  yielded  by  the  property  tax  has  been  constantly 
increasing  since  1885.  Senor  Hansen  is  of  opinion  that  buildings 
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are  taxed  too  highly  iu  proportion  to  land,  to  which  they  give  Tenure  of 
value  ; “ in  a word,’’  he  says,  “ I think  that  the  holders  of  unused  land, 
lands  should  be  punished  by  being  subjected  to  a higher  tax  in 
order  to  put  difficulties  in  the  way  of  ‘ land-grabbing,’  and  thus  to 
prevent  speculation  from  impeding  progress.” 

The  same  principle,”  he  continues,  ^‘should  be  applied  to 
country  property,  in  which  ^ land-grabbing  ’ is  reaching  alarming 
proportions,  and  in  order  to  prevent,  while  yet  there  is  time, 
agrarian  conflicts  such  as  those  which  have  given  so  much  trouble 
in  Ireland.” 

A system,  which  permits  one  man  to  own  40  or  50  leagues 
of  land,  Avhile  the  humble  labourer  cannot  find  a spot  on  which 
to  toil,  or  labours  under  conditions  only  profitable  to  the  pro- 
prietor, is  evidently  bad and  becomes  hateful  unless 

possession  carries  with  it  the  obligation  to  make  good  use  of  the 
land  possessed.” 

The  ‘‘famous”  law  of  the  Centres  Agricolas  was  introduced 
with  the  laudable  object  of  giving  effect  to  these  wise  principles, 
and  Senor  Hansen  deeply  regrets  that  its  application  gave  rise  to 
such  ‘‘  enormous  abuses.” 

I may  mention,  as  a rider  to  these  remarks,  that  the  Govern-- 
ment  has  just  conceded  400  leagues  of  land  to  Mr.  Griinbein.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  make  good  use  of  them.  1 may  also 
add  that  some  German  and  Italian  colonists  at  Bolivar  were 
recently  forcibly  evicted  by  the  municipal  authorities  on  account 
of  arrears,  apparently  occasioned  by  a bad  year ; the  eviction  was 
resisted  and  caused  a certain  amount  of  bloodshed. 

There  is  evidently  considerable  difference  between  theory  and 
practice  here  as  well  as  elsewhere. 

8enor  Hansen  thinks  that  much  could  be  done  to  secure  the 
more  equal  distribution  of  land  if  the  land  tax  were  based  on  the 
return  of  the  best  utilised  lands,  combined  with  an  increase  in  the 
tax  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  land  occupied,”  as  is  the  case  in 
New  Zealand. 

With  regard  to  this  it  may  be  observed  that  the  population 
in  the  Argentine  Kepublic  is  only  four  to  the  square  mile,  while 
even  in  Ireland  it  is  144.  Until  agriculture  has  spread  over  the 
country  the  chief  rural  industry  must  be  stock-farming.  The 
nature  of  the  ground  and  scarcity  of  water  in  some  parts  make 
large  farms  a necessity,  besides  which  the  small  farmer  has  neither 
the  capital  nor  the  education  necessary  to  enable  him  to  improve 
his  stock  bv  the  importation  of  well-bred  animals. 

Seiior  Hansen’s  theories  are  doubtless  wise  and  far-seeing,  but 
they  do  not  appear  to  influence  the  Government  as  regards  the 
sale  of  State  larids. 

There  are  also  various  other  natural  conditions  which  militate  Small  farms, 
against  the  success  of  small  holdings,  such  as  the  frequent 
droughts,  hailstorms,  and  plagues  of  locusts,  which  ruin  a man 
with  no  capital  at  his  back  beyond  hope  of  recovery.  Labour 
succeeds  best  when  combined  with  capital,  and  vice  versa. 

I have  noticed  Senor  Hansen’s  remarks  on  this  subject  at  some 
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Posts  and 
telegraphs. 


Internal 
taxes.  ' 


length,  as  they  appear  to  me  to  be  of  some  interest  owing  to  the 
importance  of  the  industry  atfected. 

The  revenue  derived  from  the  post  and  telegraph  service  has 
more  than  doubled  in  the  last  six  years,  but  does  not  cover  the 
cost.  In  1891  there  was  a deficit  of  35  per  cent. 

Seiior  Hansen  considers  that  this  department  should  pay  its 
own  way,  and  that  with  this  object  the  present  low  rates  should 
be  raised. 

After  the  He  volution  of  July,  with  a view  to  increase  the 
national  revenue,  internal  duties  were  imposed  on  alcohol,  beer, 
and  matches;  also  on  the  deposits  of  all  private  banks,  and  on  the 
profits  of  joint-stock  companies  carried  on  with  foreign  capital. 

In  the  first  year  of  its  existence  this  tax  has  produced 
2,553,206  dol.  paper,  and  Senor  Hansen  believes  that  it  will  be 
an  important  factor  in  the  national  resources. 

SeSor  Hansen  gives  the  following  table  of  the  revenue  returns 
up  to  March  31,  1892,  compared  with  those  of  the  same  period  of 
the  previous  year.  The  following  table  shows  the  revenue  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1892  as  compared  with  the  same  period 
in  1891. 


Comparative  Table  of  Hevenue  for  the  First  Quarter  of 
1891  and  of  1892. 


Description. 

1891. 

1892.  j 

1 

Increase,  j 

Decrease. 

Import  and  additional. 

Dollars. 

Dollars, 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

duties.. 

9,764,017 

17,677,273 

7,913,256 

, , 

Export  . . 

Warehousing  and 

539,342 

3,320,769 

2,790,427 

•• 

cranage  dues 

207,309 

391,458 

184,149 

. . 

Harbour  and  pier  dues 

235,653 

479,761 

244,108 

Patent  dues 

229,862 

224,576 

. . 

5,286 

Stamped  paper. . 

822,148 

991,274 

169,126 

. . 

Stamp  tax 

71,397 

169,341 

97,944 

, . 

Direct  taxation 

232,526 

62,749 

169,777 

Post  ofEce 

364,692 

472,731 

108,039 

. , 

Telegraph 

191,125 

182,407 

65,570 

8,718 

Lighthouse  dues 

34,561 

100,531 

. . 

Sanitary  inspection 

13,622 

22,683 

9,061 

700 

Consular  fees  . . 

39 

739 

Alcohols 

. . 

448,119 

448,119 

87,178 

, , 

Beer 

87,178 

. . 

Matches 

Tax  on  banks  and 
joint  stock  com- 

•. 

166,100 

166,100 

* * 

panies 

28,185 

28,185 

. . 

Liqueurs,  &c.  . . 

. . 

49,667 

49,667 

. . 

Cranage  (guinches) 
Additional  tax  (law 

73,149 

73,149 

•• 

No.  2772)  .. 

175,869 

648,917 

101,585 

473,048 

i 

Sale  of  lands  . . 

19,938 

81,647 

. . 

Incidentals 

45,429 

53,053 

7,624 

•• 

Total 

12,938,539 

25,752,255 

12,997,597 

183,781 

•• 

12,938,539 

183,781 

•• 

Increase  . . 

•• 

12,813,716 

12,813,716 

.. 

BUENOS  AYRES 
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Description. 

1891. 

1892. 

■ Remarks. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Interest  on  Treasury 

Interest  accredited  by 

deposits 

10,065 

1,040,244 

National  Bank  on  old 

Tax  on  bank  issue 

414,513 

accounts. 

Tax,  2 per  cent,  on 

banks. . 

4,914 

•• 

Senor  Hansen  <^\ves  the  following  summary 
administration  in  1891  : — 


of  the  cost  ofExpenaesof 

administra* 
tion,  1891. 


SCMxMARY. 


Amount. 

Dollars  Paper. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Total  sums  voted  . . 

„ » spent  

53,868,856 

46,240,058 

30,619,078 

21,642,426 

Surplus  ..  ..  ..  .. 

7,628,798 

8,976,652* 

* The  result  given  is  8,989,089  do!.,  which  is  incorrect. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  paper  payments  : — 


Paper  Payments^  1891. 


Description. 

Voted. 

Spent. 

Not  Spent. 

Paid. 

Not  Paid. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

a.  Per  Budget- 
Department  of  Interior 

12,637,633 

12,208,301 

429,331 

10,427,732 

1,780,568 

,,  Foreign  AflFairs ... 

882,960 

772,952 

110,007 

649,559 

123,393 

,,  Finance 

6,856,089 

5,520,331 

1,335,758 

3,866,822 

1,653,508 

,,  Justice,  Religion, 

and  Education 

7,424,479 

7,040,188 

384,290 

5,761,838 

1,278,349 

Department  of  War  

9,477,418 

9,120,677 

356,741 

8,297,489 

823,188 

,,  Marine  

3,951,768 

3,904,437 

47,331 

3,176,307 

728,129 

Total  

41,230,349 

38,566,888 

2,663,460 

32,179,750 

6,387,137 

0.  Special  Votes — 

Department  of  Intenor 

8,123,391 

4,013,384 

4,110,007 

2,956.583 

1,0.56,801 

,,  Foreign  Affairs  ... 

441,230 

122,720 

318,510 

75,364 

47,366 

,,  Finance 

1,755,633 

1,706,616 

48,986 

1,229,890 

476,755 

,,  Justice,  Religion, 

and  Education 

681.659 

572,780 

108,879 

1 

i 547,195 

25,.585 

Department  of  War  

1,505,142 

1,126,187 

378,954 

1 1,063,395 

62,792 

„ Marine  

131,450 

131,450 

64,003 

».7,446 

Total  

12,638,507 

1 7,673,169 

4,965,338 

5,936,432 

1,736,736 

(1429) 
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Paper  surplus 
and  gold 
deficit. 


Application  of 
extraordinary 
expenditure, 
1891. 


Summary  of  Payments  in  Gold,  1891. 


Description. 

Voted. 

Spent. 

Not  Spent. 

1 Paid. 

Not  Paid. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

o.  Per  Budget — 

Department  of  Interior 

3,492,510 

323,280 

2,318,942 

1,173,567 

1,688,332 

630,811 

„ Foreign  Affairs ... 

297,122 

26,157 

285,609 

11,513 

,,  Finance 

16,439,056 

11,623,041 

4,816,014 

5,910,121 

5,712,920 

,,  Justice,  Eeligion, 

and  Education 

Department  ot  War  

,,  Marine  

60,600 

60,009 

"*591 

39,’089 

2*7i399 

. Total 

20,315,446 

14,299,116 

6,016,330 

7,923,152 

6,382,645 

b.  Special  Votes — 

' Department  of  Interior 

8,272,213 

5,534,067 

2,738,145 

6,044,974 

488,092 

,,  Foreign  Affairs...] 

198,395 

68,331 

130,064 

66,613 

1,718 

,,  Finance i 

565,698 

578,126 

566,249 

11,877 

„ Justice,  Eeligion, 

and  Education 

Department  of  War  

,,  Marine  

1,267,335 

1,162,785 

10  4^549 

1,095*232 

67,553 

Total  ! 

1 

10,303,632 

7,343,310 

2,972,759 

6,773,069 

569,241 

From  these  figures  it  appears  that  5,009,708  dol.  paper  and 
1,326,979  dol.  gold  were  expended  in  excess  of  the  sums  voted  in 
the  Budget. 

The  greater  part  of  the  extraordinary  paper  expenditure  was 
applied  to  the  construction  of  the  Riachuelo  and  Martin  Garcia 
Canals,  to  the  Entre  Rios  Central  Railway  guarantee,  and  to  tiie 
construction  of  the  Government  House. 

Of  the  4,987,472  dol.  gold  spent  in  excess  of  the  Budget  vote 
3,387,900  dol.  were  spent  on  the  port  of  Buenos  Ayres  and 
1,599,501  dol.  on  the  prolongation  of  the  Central  Northern 
Railway. 

Senor  Hansen  gives  the  following  general  account  of  revenue 
and  expenditure : — 


Revenue  and  Expenditure,  1891. 

Receipts. 


Amount. 

Dollars  Paper. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Balances  in  hand  carried  from  1890  to  1891  . . 

2,453,462 

219,343 

Outstanding  remittances  for  1890 

886,147 

21,835 

General  and  extraordinary  revenue,  1891 

75,501,077 

498,240 

Issue  of  the  consolidated  debt 

. . 

9,610,177 

„ „ Buenos  Ayre.s  Port  Bonds  .. 

• . 

2,499,398 

„ „ Treasury  Bonds 

1 871,570 

Minor  issue  and  interest  .. 

5,292,664  i 

Sale  of  lands 

273,003 

239,592 

„ shares  of  Central  Argentine  Railway  . . 

1 247,829 

Various  receipts  .. 

160,040  ! 

! 5,960 

European  bankers  . . 

' * 1 

173,012 

Baring  Brothers  . . 

1 

494,636 

Payments  of  national  hank 

1,424,373 

Total  . . 

84,66  sSOe 

16,205,871 

BUENOS  ■ AYRES.  ' ' 
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’ Patments. 

Amount. 

Dollars  Paper. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Payments  a g appropriated  in  the  Budget  and' 
extraordinary  votes  . . . . . . 

Sums  not  yet  appropriated 

Debts  from  preceding  years  paid. . 

Treasury  bills  amortised  . . 

Notes  burnt  . . . . . . 

Purchase  of  shares  of  Central  Argentine  Railway 
Interest  due  from  the  National  Bank  and  the 
Bank  of  the  Province  of  Buenos  Ayres  not 
paid  into  (he  Treasury  . . 

Balance  carried  over  to  1892 

46,240,058 

5,867,160 

4,645,169 

1,248,032 

684,362 

6,860,773 

21,642,427 

5,364,182 

2.809,402 

88*6,738 

62,873 

333,613 

Total  . . 

65,545,5.54 

31,083,23 

To  be  deducted,  sums  voted  in  1891  jvhich  pass 
to  1892  as  exigible  debt 

8,123,874 

6,951,886 

Actual  expenditure,  1891 

57,421,679 

24,131,351' 

These  tables  show  a surplus  in  paper  of  27,144,716  dol.  and  a 
deficit  in  gold  of  7,925,480  dol. 

Senor  Hansen  considers  these  two  sums  as  balancing  each 
other,  and  remarks,  with  great  truth,  that  owing  to  the  fiuctua- 
tions  in  thei  value  of  paper,  and  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
payments'in  gold  have  been  effected  at  the  equivalent  rate  in 
paper,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  show  an  exact  balance.  For 
this  reason  I have  not  attempted  to  convert  these  tables  into 
sterling. 

No  asset,  according  to  8enor  Hansen,  is  included  in  the 
balances  given  in  these  tables  which  is  at  ail  open  to  doubt,  such 
as  Treasury  deposits  in  the  National  Bank. 

The  issue  of  the  Consolidated  Debt  consists  of  the  accounts 
with  the  house  of  Morgan  up  to  the  end  of  1891,  and  it  is  applied 
to  the  service  of  the  debt  and  to  railway  guarantees. 

It  is  shown  at  its  nominal  value,  as  it  is  given  in  payment  for 
these  services  at  that  rate. 

The  item  of  2,499,398  dol.  gold,  shown  as  the  return  for  the 
bonds  of  the  port  of  Buenos  Ayres,  represents  the  actual  sum  paid 
in  this  form,  not  the  quantity  of  bonds  issued,  these  being  taken 
by  the  contractors  at  their  quoted  value. 

The  same  applies  to  the  247,829  dol.  gold  produced  by  the  Revenue  an<?. 
sale  of  Central  Argentine  Railway  shares,  the  nominal  value  of  expenditure, 

which  was  544,320  dol.  gold.  Observations 

The  5,354,182  dol.  gold,  shown  as  the  second  item  in  the  re>^pecting. 
table  of  expenditure,  represents  the  service  of  the  debt  and 
railway  guarantees  paid  in  bonds  of  the  Consolidation  Loan,  the 
accounts  of  which  have  not  been  made  up  in  time  to  be  included 
in  the  yearly  statement.  This  delay  is  owing  to  the  fact  that 
(1429)  B 2 
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these  bonds  are  delivered  directly'in  Europe  by  the  Government 
Financial  Commissioner.  ■ 

The  last  item  consists  of  debts  of  1891  which  were  carried 
over  for  payment  in  1892,  and  represents  service  on  the  4^  per 
cent,  public  funds  in  the  possession  of  the  guaranteed  banks, 
payable  in  consolidated  bonds  and  in  about  2,000,000  dol.  paper 
destined  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  issue  of  the  provincial  banks  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  Cordoba,  and  others. 

Thus,  deducting  the  receipts  and  payments  which  may  be 
regarded  as  ‘‘eventual,”  the  statement  for  1891  appears  as 
follows : — 

Receipts,  1891. 


Amount. 

• 

Dollars  Paper. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Balance  of  1890  

Outstanding  revenue  (rentas  pendientes) 

General  revenue  . . 

Sale  of  lands 

Various  receipts  .. 

2,453,462 
886,147 
75,501,077 
273,003 
160,040  ' 

119,343 

21,835 

498,240 

*5,960 

Issue  of  consolidated  debt 

79,273,729 

645,378 

9,610,177 

Total 

79,273,729 

10,255,555 

Expenditure,  1891. 


Amount. 

Dollars  Paper. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Expenses  of  administration 

Noles  burnt 

The  part  of  the  expenditure  on  port  works  paid 
in  bonds  is  deducted,  as  it  is  not  shown  in 
receipts  . . . . . . , . 

46,240,058 

1,248,032 

26,996,609 

2,499,398 

Total 

47,488,090 

24,497,21) 

BUENOS  AYRES. 
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Summary. 


Amount. 

Receipts  in  paper  . . . . . . . . « . 

Administrative  expenses I 

Surplus  in  paper 

Expenditure  in  gold 

Receipts  „ 

Deficit  in  gold 

! Dollars  Paper. 

Dollars  Gold. 

79,273,729 

47,488,090 

•• 

! 31,785,639 

24,49*7,211 
10,255,555  . 

•• 

14,241,656 

Taking  gold  at  360  per  cent.*  as  the  average  rate  of  the 
12  months  the  following  result  is  obtained  : — 


1 

i 

1 

Amount. 

Gold  deficit  14,241,656  dol.,  at 360  percent.  = 
Paper  sui*plu8. . . . . . 

Dollars  Paper 

51,269,961 

31,785,639 

Actual  paper  deficit  . . 

19,484,322 

Or  taking  gold  at  the  same  rate — 


1 

1 

^ Amount. 

Gold  deficit  . . 

Paper  surplus. .' 

Dollars  Gold. 

14,241,656 

8,829,344 

Actual  deficit  in  gold 

5,412,312 
= 1,082,462^. 

Senor  Hansen  observes  that  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
about  4,500,000  dol.  gold  were  paid  for  the  port  works  and  for 
the  purchase  of  ships  and  armament  in  execution  of  previous 
contracts  which  had  to  be  respected. 

If  these  payments,  which  ought  strictly  to  have  been  met  by 
extraordinary  votes,  be  deducted  from  the  expenditure  of  the 
year,  the  deficit  remaining  would  be  about  3,000,000  dol.  paper, 
which  is  almost  covered  by  the  minor  issue  made  during  the  year, 
and  by  the  interest  accredited  to  the  Government  on  this  account 
by  the  National  Bank. 

The  basis  of  the  fiduciary  issue  of  the  Kepublic,  says  Senor 

* hJefior  Hansen  gives  elsewhere  (page  117)  391  per  cent,  as  the  average  for 
1S91. 


Note  issue. 
Banks, 

currency,  and 
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Fiduciary 

issue 

originated  in 
Crisis  of 
Progress.” 


Hanisen,  is  an  adaptation  of  the  North  American  system  of 
guaranteed  national  banks,  with  variations  due  to  the  different 
positions  of  the  two  countries  at  the  time  of  the  institution  of 
those  banks.  In  the  United  States  the  idea  was  to  locate^’  the 
mass  of  public  funds  which  had  been  necessitated  by  the  war. 

The  situation  in  the  Argentine  Republic  at  the  time  of  the 
origin  of  these  banks  was  very  different. 

There  was  no  fiduciary  money  issued  by  the  nation.  The 
financial  position  of  the  Government  was  strong;  the  only  in- 
convertible paper  was  that  of  the  banks  of  issue,  and  they  were 
responsible  for  it. 

Local  industries  sprang  into  existence,  and  a large  part  of  the 
circulating  medium  being  absorbed  in  Bourse  speculation,  a cry 
arose  for  greater  banking  facilities. 

The  question  was  whether  to  create  a national  guaranteed 
issue  or  to  allow  each  province  to  establish  local  banks  of  issue. 

The  first  alternative  was  chosen  to  avoid  the  dangers  of  the 
second,  and  the  national  guaranteed  banks  were  established  by  law 
in  November,  1887,  on  the  basis  of  a national  issue,  guaranteed 
by  national  funds,  which  were  to  be  delivered  to  the  banks  in 
proportion  to  the  public  funds  which  they  might  acquire. 

Senor  Hansen  considers  the  weak  points  in  this  scheme  to 
be;~ 


(1)  The  provinces  had  no  capital  wherewith  to  purchase 
public  funds,  and  were  thus  tempted  into  a system  of  European 
loans. 

(*2)  There  did  not  exist  sufficient  public  funds  to  guarantee 
the  quantity  of  notes  desired,  and  a special  debt  had  to  be  created 
with  this  object. 

(3)  The  Law  did  not  provide  for  the  employment  of  the 
stream  of  gold  flowing  to  the  Treasury  in  payment  of  this  new 
debt,  and  which  might  have  been  employed  in  redeeming  the 
External  Debt. 

Besides,  though  the  national  credit  was  not  compromised,  that 
of  the  provinces  was,  and  at  more  dicadvantageous  terms  than  the 
State  might  have  obtained.  When  the  crash  came,  the  provincial 
discredit  reacted  on  the  Central  Government. 

I will  not  follow  Senor  Hansen  in  tracing  the  history  of  these 
banks  as  Mr.  Herbert  has  already  reported  as  to  their  position. 
(No.  1000,  Annual  Series,  1892.) 

Paper  issue  in  Senor  Hansen  states  that  at  the  beginning  of  1891  the 
circulation,  authorised  issue  amounted  to  251,628,645  dol.,  and  that  on 
May  31,  1892,  the  issue  was  255,304,302  dol.  In  June  it  had 
reached  262,498,075  dol. 

The  issues  of  1891  differ  from  those  previously  made. 
The  5,000,000  dol.  for  the  Mortgage  Bank  represent  a claim  of 
the  Caisse  de  Conversion  against  the  National  Bank,  to  be 
covered  by  the  liquidation  of  the  latter. 

Of  the  50,000,000  dol.  authorised  issue  oh  behalf  of  the 
newly-formed  bank  of  the  Argentine  nation,  the  bank  had  only 
received  12,000,000  dol.  up  to  June  lawt, 
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In  April,  1891,  the  quotation  of  gold  on  the  Bourse  which  Fluctuations 
had  been  suspended  since  November  24, 1890,  was  again  resumed,,  of  gold. 

The  following  are  the  average  monthly  rates  of  gold  up  to  June 
last,  as  given  by  Sehor  Hansen: — , 


Months. 

remium  on  Gold 

Per  Oz. 

1891— 

April 

337-94 

May . . 

388-32 

June 

382-18 

July 

379-72 

August 

399-38 

September  . . 

412-90 

October 

427  -03 

November  .. 

360  -06 

December  . . 

376-03 

1892— 

. 

January 

381  -56 

February  . . 

363-13 

March 

345-31 

April 

339-78 

May 

[ 330-00 

June 

1'  316-43 

As  regards  metallic  currency  Senor  Hansen  appears  to  be  Coinage, 
somewhat  in  favour  of  bimetallism.  He  is  afraid  of  a gold 
standard,  as  he  thinks  the  enormous  power  of  attraction  of  the 
great  European  markets  would  soon  drain  the  Republic  of  its 
stock  of  gold.  The  Republic,  he  says,  does  not  require  gold  or 
silver  as  international  currency  (its  foreign  debts  being  covered 
by  exports),  and  ‘Mn  order  to  give  a basis  to  the  fiduciary  issue 
silver  is  more  suitable  than  gold,  as  it  is  less  likely  to  be  attracted 
avvay.*^ 

Senor  Hansen  puts  the  value  of  the  metal  coined  for 
circulation  at  about  34,000,000  dol.,  but  presumes  that  only  a 
small  portion  of  this  amount  is  actually  circulating  in  the  country. 

One  of  the  difficulties  which  prevent  the  Ministry  of  Finance 
from  forming  an  exact  idea  of  the  situation  is  the  absence  of  data 
respecting  the  business  of  private  banks,  in  which  has  been  con- 
centrated the  commercial  life  of  the  country  since  the  fall  of  the 
State  banks  in  1891. 

SeSor  Hansen  regrets  that  the  new  Banco  de  la  Nation  was  so  Bauco  de  la 
coldly  received;  it.  is  now  a State  institution.  “In  spite  ofNa9ion 
being  administered  by  a board  of  directors  entirely  appointed  by  Argeotina. 
Government,  and  in  spite  of  having  no  other  capital  than  power 
to  issue  notes,  this  bank  prospers ; it  is  generally  admitted  to  be 
well  and  honestly  managed,  and  is  extending  its  sphere  of  action 
day  by  day.” 

In  six  months  it  is  stated  to  have  opened  51  branches 
throughout  the  country  with  a capital  of  15,000,000  dol. ; it 
has  discounted  to  i-he  extent  of  50,000,000  dol. ; at  the  end  of  the 
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Banco 

Hipotecar: 

National. 


half-year  its  portfolio  showed  a sum  of  28,4-26,000  dol.  in 
negotiable  bills,  and  the  deposits  of  the  public  amounted  to 
20,000,000  dol. 

The  Government  has  carefully  established  relations  with  the 
bank  on  the  basis  of  the  perfect  autonomy  which  the  latter  is 
intended  to  assume  in  the  future. 

The  National  Mortgage  Bank,  the  difficulties  of  wliich  Senor 
Hansen  attributes  entirely  to  its  issue  of  cedulas  in  gold,  and 
which  were  directly  caused  by  the  rise  in  the  gold  premium  from 
150  per  cent,  to  over  300  per  cent.,  showed  the  following  balance- 
sheet  in  September,  1891 : — 


Banco  Hipotecario,  September,  1891. 


Amount. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Dollars  Paper. 

Cedulas  issued  .. 

„ annulled  or  repurchased 

Loans  represented  by  cedulas  in  circulation  .. 
Outstanding  debts  | 

20,000,000 

983,000 

19,345,700 

1,603,815 

90,000,000 

11.656.000 

80.902.000 
4,180,752  • 

Gold  cedulas  bear  5 per  cent,  interest,  1 per  cent,  for  sinking 
fund,  and  1 per  cent,  annual  commission.  Paper  cedulas  bear 
7 per  cent,  interest  and  the  same  percentage  for  sinking  fund  and 
commission. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  arrears  in  gold  represent  nearly 
5 quarters’  service,  and  those  in  paper  about  2 quarters. 

In  this  difficult  position  the  bank  invoked  the  intervention  of 
Congress,  which  was  ultimately  accorded.  The  Law  of  October 
13,  1891,  gave  90  days  law  and  immunity  from  “punitory^’ 
interest,  for  six  months,  to  debtors  in  paper.  The  Law  of 
October  20  granted  the  bank  a reprieve  of  two  years,  during 
which  its  creditors  were  to  receive  5 per  cent,  gold  national 
public  funds  in  lieu  of  cash,  thus  facilitating  the  conversion  of 
debts  in  gold  by  debts  in  paper,  with  8 per  cent,  interest,  and 
also  provided  that  arrears  of  interest  should  be  payable  in  gold 
cedulas  at  par. 

By  these  means  the  situation  of  the  bank,  says  Senor  Hansen, 
has  considerably  improved,  and  he  does  not  anticipate  that  it  will 
find  any  difficulty  in  resuming  the  suspended  services  when  the 
settling  day  comes  round  in  October,  1893.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  such  will  be  the  case.  The  statement  of  the  bank  on  May  31, 
1892;  was  as  follows: — 
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Banco  Hipotecario,  May  31,  1892. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Dollars  Paper. 

Cedulas  in  circulation 

16,457,600 

75,321,700 

„ annulled  and  repurchased  . . 

3,542,400 

14,878,300 

Loans  represented  by  cedulas  in  circulation 
Loans  represented  by  gold  debts  converted 

8,383,950 

78,651,000. 

into  paper  . . 

9,437,970 

Arrears,  outstanding  debts  . . 

907,172 

5,459,225- 

The  profits  (utilidades)  of  the  bank  in  1891  amount  to 
853,875  dol.  paper  and  157,451  dol.  gold,  and  counting  these 
items  the  reserve  fund  reaches  3,486,909  dol.  paper  and  548,393 
dol.  gold. 

The  Law  of  October  20,  1891,  assigned  5,000,000  dol.  paper 
to  the  bank  as  reserve  capital,  so  that  with  this  sum  and  the 
profits  the  bank  possesses  a sum  of  2,000,000  dol.  paper  in  excess 
of  the  paper  arrears.  The  arrears  in  gold  show,  as  regards  the 
gold  reserve  fund,  a deficit  of  360,000  dol. 


National  Debt. 

Senor  Hansen  gives  the  following  statement  of  the  National  National 
Debt  up  to  March  31,  1892.  I give  it  in  full,  as  the  statement 
shown  in  Mr.  Herbert's  report  already  mentioned  is  dated 
December  31,  1890; — 
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National  External  Gold  Debt  up  to  March  31,  1892. 


Name  of  Loan. 

Amount. 

English  Name  of  Loan. 

Emprestito  Ingles  1824 

Dollars  Gold. 
1,232,784 

6 per  cent.  English  Loan, 

„ de  Ferro  Carriles, 

1882  

2,235,945 

1824 

6 per  cent.  Railway  Loan, 

Emprestito  del  Banco  Na9ional, 
1882  

7,627,032 

1881 

5 per  cent.  Loan,  1884 

Emprestito  de  Obras  Publicas, 
1886  

39,085,200 

5 per  cent.  Customs  Loan, 

Emprestito  Conversion  de  billetes 
de  Tresoreria,  1887  . . 

3,007,620 

1883 

5 per  cent.  Treasury  Conver- 

Emprestito  Conversion  del  6 % 
1888  

25,818,811 

1 .sion,  1887 

4i  per  cent.  Conversion,  1889 

Emprestito  Conversion  Hard 
Dollars,”  1889 

12,842,524 

3^  per  cent.  External,  1889 

Emprestito  Frolonga^ion 
F.C.C.N.  la  Serie  .. 

19,350,072 

5 per  cent.  Northern  Central 

Emprestito  Prolongation 
F.C.C.N.  2a  Serie 

14,771,250 

Railway  Extension,  First 
j Emission,  1887,  1888,  and 

1 1889 

! 5 per  cent.  N orthern  Central 

Emprestito  Obligaciones  del 
Puerto  Madero 

3,479,671 

Railway  Extension,  Second 
Emission 

Madero  Port  Works 

Emprestito  Obras  de  Salubridad 

31,875,000 

City  Improvements 

„ Consolidation  1891 

75,000,000  .. 

15,150,000 

1 6 per  cent.  Funding  Loan, 

Emprestito  Banco  National, 
1886  .•  . •• 

9,714,600 

' 1891 

1 

Emprestito  Banco  Provincia  de 
Buenos  Ayres,  1887  .. 

! 18,768,400 

I 

4i  per  cent.  Internal  Gold 

Total  

Equivalent  in  sterling*  £ 

1 

! 204.958,909 

i 40,991,781 

1 

Loan,  1888 

5 dol.  gold  = II. 
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National  Internal  Gold  Debt,  March  31,  1892. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Dollars  Gold 

Public  funds  (4^  per  cent.)  Law  of  Guaran- 
teed Banks — 

Bank  of  Province  of  Buenos  Ayres. . 

32,958,575 

„ „ Cordoba 

8,696,653 

Belonging  to  the  National  Treasury — 

— 

41,655,228 

Provincial  Bank  of  Salta  . . 

4,423,071 

„ „ Lx  Eioja 

3,000,000 

„ „ Santiago  del  Estero  . . 

3,766,400 

Belonging  to  the  National  Bank- 

Bank  of  Buenos  Ayres,  also  belonging  to 

11,198,471* 

National  Bank 

1,500,000 

Provincial  Bank  of  Tucuman 

3,714,286 

„ „ Mendoza 

3,000,000 

1,656,000 

„ „ San  Juan 

„ „ Catamarca 

2,390,400 

„ „ Corrientes 

3,163,500 

„ „ San  Luis 

630,000 

14,554,186 

„ „ Santa  Fe 

10,805,6.53 

„ „ Entre  Rios 

6,980,392 

British  Bank  of  South  America 

. . 

250,000 

German  Transatlantic  Bank  . . 

1,000,000 

Bank  of  Italy  and  River  Plate. . 

1,000.000 

French  Bank  of  ,, 

500,000 

. Sum  amordsed  . . . . . . . . i 

2.500,000 

47,500 

To  be  deducted  . . . . . . 1 

— 

2,452,500 

Total  amount  of  public  funds  bearing  per 

— 

cent,  interest  . . 

, , 

89,396,430 

Balance  of  debt  to  foreigners  of  1857  (not 

shown)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

10,211 

Total  . . . - . . . . . . J 

89.406,641 

Approximately  . . . . £[ 

•• 

17,881,328 

* There  is  probably  a misprint  in  one  of  these  items,  as  the  total  is 
11,189,471  dol.  gold. 


Internal  Debt. — Paper. 


Description. 

Amount. 

National  Public  Funds,  Law  1881 

Dollars  Paper. 

537,954 

„ „ „ 1884 

646,300 

1861 

91,760 

„ ,,  exchange  of  shares  of 

the  National  Bank,  authorised  issue  . . 

15,000,000 

Internal  Loan,  1891  (calculated  at  75  per  cent. 

on  36,965,100  dol.  in  circulation) 

27,717,075 

Total  . . 

43,993,089 
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Floating  Debt,  June  30,  1892. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Dollars  Gold,  i 

Dollars  Paper. 

Treasury  bills 

Accounts  in  Europe — 

Baring  and  Co. 

Other  banks 

£ 

. 536,833 

. 149,200 

604,938 

1 4,614,861 

i 

j 

686,033  = 

Debts  in  suspense  or  exigible  debt,  say  . . 

3,457,606 

3,979,654 

6,000,000 

1 

Total  . . 

8,042,198 

10,614,861 

Description. 

Amount. 

Minor  issue  for  which  the  Treasury  is  responsible 

Dollars  Paper. 

8,500,000 

Summary. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Dollars  Paper. 

External  debt 

Internal  „ 

Floating  „ 

Minor  issue 

Total 

204,958,909 

89,406,641 

8,042,198 

43,993,089 

10,614,861 

8,500,000 

302,407,748 

63,107,950 
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Table  showing  the  Foreign  Debt  of  the  Provinces  and  Munici- 
palities up  to  December  31,  1891. 


■ Description. 

Amount. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Provincial  External  Debt. 

1 

Province  of  Buenos  Ayres — 

Loan  Debt  Conversion,  1881 

18,106,667 

,,  Riachuelo  Works,  1881 

996,370 

„ Ensenada  Port,  1883  .. 

10,412,614 

11,678,218 

Paper  Money  Consolidation  Loan,  1885. . 

41,193,869 

Province  of  Santa  Fe— 

Railway  Loan,  1884 

5,440,680 

„ „ 1886  

11,043,144 

„ „ 1888  

9,954,000 

Additions  to  rolling  stock  

5,040,000 

Consolidated  guarantee  Provincial  Bank  of 

Santa  Fe 

3,000,000 

Loan,  1883  6,366,879 

„ 1888  9,878,400 

16,245,279 

' 50,723,103 

Province  of  Entre  Rios — 

1 

Loan,  1886  . . . . . . . . . . . . , 

3,905,163 

1 

„ 1888 ! 

5,922,000 

' Payment  to  Morton  Rose,  1891  ..  ..  . . j 

2,000,000 

1 

„ Entre  Rios  Central  Railway  Contract! 

1,750,000 

1 

• Consolidation  of  Services  of  Loans  of  1888  and 

1886  

700,000 

14,277,163 

Province  of  Cordoba — | 

Loan,  1884  j 

2,902,973 

„ 1887 

6,840,726 

„ 1888 

9,924,219 

18,677,918 

Province  of  San  Juan — 

External  Loan 

1,974,672 

Province  of  Tucuman — 

External  Loan 

2,962,008 

Province  of  Catamarca— 

External  Loan 

2,960,798 

Province  of  Mendoza — 

External  Loan 

4,900,000 

Province  of  Corrientes — 

External  Loan 

4,900,000 

Province  of  San  Luii — 

External  Loan 

756,000 

Total  . . 

143,325,631 

Equivalent  in  sterling  . . £ 

28,666,106 

Municipal  Debt. 

Municipality  of  Buenos  Ayres  External  Loan  . . 

10,000,000 

„ Parana  External  Loan  . . 

2,068,480 

„ Santa  F6  „ 

1,280,318 

„ Rosario  „ 

• • 

7,279,624 

„ Cordoba  „ 

.. 

3,968,000  , 

Total 

24,696,422 

Equivalent  in  sterling  . . £ 

4,919,284  . 
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1886  Customs 
Loan. 

Position  of 
holders. 


Moratorium. 


Summary. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Dollars  Gold. 

National  External  Debt 

Provincial  „ 

Municipal  „ 

204,958,909 
143, .825, 631 
24,596,422 

372,880,862 

1 n 9Q9  HfiR 

Services  in  arrears — 

Provincial  . . 

Municipal  . . 

9,594,986 

697,081 

Total 

Equivalent  in  sterling  (5  dol.  = 1Z.)£. . 

.. 

388,172,928 

76,634,585 

Senor  Hansen  proceeds  to  analyse  these  figures.  The  follow- 
ing are  his  remarks  respecting  the  1886  customs  loan : — 

^‘The  loan  of  1886  was  excluded  from  the  consolidation 
agreement,  ostensibly  because  it  is  supposed  to  possess  a special 
claim  on  the  customs  revenue.  . . . However,  the  privileged 

position  of  the  1886  loan  is  very  (questionable,  because  the  con- 
tract relating  thereto  does  not  provide  any  particular  appropriation, 
hut  only  that  the  service  of  the  loan  shall  be  made  directly  through 
the  National  Bank  by  means  of  remittances,  each  being  one-twelfth 
part  of  the  annual  amount,  and  that  for  this  object  the  customs- 
house shall  deposit,  at  the  proper  time,  in  the  National  Bank,  the 
required  proportion  of  its  revenue.  This  is,  in  short,  the  contract, 
and  by  the  letter  thereof  the  appropriation  of  the  customs  revenue 
was  in  favour  of  the  bank,  which  in  its  turn  was  answerable  to  the 
foreign  creditor.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  latter  do  not 
possess  any  direct  claim  on  the  above-mentioned  revenue,;  and 
that,  in  any  case,  their  legal  position  has  materially  altered  since 
the  fall  of  the  bank.” 

With  regard  to  the  arrangement  of  the  moratorium,  Senor 
Hansen  says:  ‘‘The  basis  of  this  arrangement  was  the, issue  of 
a new  loan  (Rothschild  Funding  Loan,  1891),  the  bonds  of  which 
should  be  given,  at  par,  in  payment  of  the  services  of  the  debt 
and  railway  guarantees  payable  by  the  Argentine  Republic 
in  Europe.  This  arrangement  was  to  continue  for  three  years, 
which  'period  was  considered  sufficient  for  the  country  to 
extricate  itself  from  its  financial  prostration.  The  service  of  the 
1886  loan  and  the  coupons  of  the  new  loan  were  excluded  from 
this  arrangement,  and  were  to  be  paid  in  cash.” 

Senor  Hansen*  • points  out  that  this  arrangement  merely 
deferred  the  evil  day.  “ After  a'  year  s experience,”  he  says,  “ it 
is  admitted  that  this  system  is  not.  convenient,  either  for  the 
country  or  for  its  creditors,  as  it  merely  means  the  accumulation 
of  debt  upon  debt,  and  renders  more  difficult  the  ultimate  solution 
of  the  problem.'^  Further,  the  “ quotation  of  the  funding  bonds 
has  not  been  maintained  ae  was  hoped.” 
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'‘For  this  reason,”  he  continues,  "the  conviction  has  been 
arrived  at  that  a new  arrangement  is  necessary,  based  on  the 
capacity  of  the  country ; an  arrangement  which  shall  fix  the  sum 
in  cash,  which  the  country  can  pay.” 

The  majority  of  the  loans  included  in  the  consolidation  scheme  New 
bear  interest  at  5 per  cent,  or  per  cent.,  and  seeing  that  the  arrangement 
average  quotation  of  bonds  of  the  Funding  Loan  has  been  about 
65  per  cent.,  the  holders  of  these  loans  have  not  received  more 
than  3 per  cent,  to  per  cent,  interest,  while  the  credit  of  the 
debtor  suffers  by  the  addition  to  his  liabilities.  These  facts,  in 
the  opinion  of  Senor  Hansen,  will  facilitate  the  task  of  the  new 
administration  in  finding  a solution  of  the  difficulty. 

Besides  the  foreign  debts  and  railway  guarantees  expressly 
comprised  in  the  arrangement,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the 
service  of  the  per  cent,  public  funds  and  of  the  law  of 
national  guaranteed  banks  will  soon  be  included  therein,  in  as  far, 
at  least,  as  these  funds  belong  to  provincial  banks  which  have  public  4^  per 
foreign  debts  ; this  inclusion  has  already  begun,  several  provinces  cent.  Funds 
having  made  such  arrangements.  and  Law  of 

The  greater  part  of  the  other  provincial  debts  will  probably  be  pank^Stock 
arranged  in  the  same  way,  and  the  services  which  may  be  expected 
to  be  paid  in  funding  bonds  during  the  present  year  are  the  follow- 
ing : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

National  external  debt 

Dollars  Gold. 

7,153,231 

4^-  per  cent,  public  funds — belonging  to 
bonds  of  the  Provincial  Banks  . . 

1,158,869 

Railway  guarantees  . . 

3,791,783 

Total 

12,103,883 

Equivalent  in  sterling  . . £ 

2,420,776 

The  total  issue  of  the  Funding  Loan  provided  for  by  law  and 
contract  is  about  15,000,000/. ; however,  supposing  that  it  remains 
in  force  up  to  the  end  of  1893,  as  far  as  can  be  calculated  from 
the  payments  made,  and  to  be  made,  the  issue  will  not  exceed 
8,500,000/. 

Senor  Hansen  concludes  his  memoria  by  an  account  of  the  Customs 
reforms  which  have  been,  and  are  to  be,  carried  out  in  the  customs  reforms, 
administration. 

A committee  is  now  sitting  to  consider: 

1.  The  subdivision  of  the  customs  into  three  categories  in 
order  to  give  greater  facilities  for  export  business,  and  nationalised 
goods. 

2.  The  nursing  of  the  national  cabotage  (coasting  trade)  and 
traffic  carried  on  by  sailing  ships,  as  well  a?  the  generalisation  of 
the  so-called  " packet  privileges.” 

3.  The  modification  of  the  cumbersome  and  inconvenient 
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system  of  customs  administration,  by  simplifying  as  far  as  possible 
the  clearance  of  goods,  and  securing  a better  collection  of  the 
revenue,  which  is  to  be  the  subject  of  a new  regulation. 

4.  The  institution  of  tribunals  to  consider  all  cases  of  infraction 
ef  the  customs  regulations. 

President  Pellegrini  is  said  recently  to  have  stated  that  the 
cost  of  the  customs  administration  was  50  per  cent,  of  the 
revenue  resulting  therefrom. 

If  this  be  true  it  is  evident  that  the  committee,  which  has 
been  sitting  since  July,  1891,  will  find  no  difficulty  in  proposing 
reforms,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  when  proposed,  they  will  be 
carried  out.  It  is  evident  that  something  has  already  been  done 
in  this  direction,  as  many  of  the  mercantile  community  have 
petitioned  the  President-elect,  Dr.  Saenz  Pena,  not  to  remove 
Colonel  Baibiena  from  his  post  as  head  of  the  customs. 

A radical  reform  in  this  department  would  doubtless  be  of 
enormous  benefit  to  commercial  interests,  and  would  add  to  the 
revenue,  of  which  the  country  stands  so  much  in  need. 

As  an  annex  to  this  review,  I enclose  a summary  of  the 
National,  Provincial,  and  Municipal  External  Loans  taken  from 
the  Nineteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Council  of  the  Corporation 
of  Foreign  Bondholders  for  the  year  1891. 

This  summary  contains  much  information  in  a condensed  form, 
and  ought  to  be  thoroughly  reliable. 


BUENOS  AYRES. 
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Summary  of  Argentine  Debt  (extracted  from  Table  Published 
in  the  Report  for  1891  of  the  Council  of  Foreign  Bond- 
holders). 


Description. 

Amounts  Outstanding. 

Annual  Service  with  Sinking 
Fund. 

1.  National  External  Loans— 

а.  Loan  not  in  default 

б.  Included  under  Funding 

Scheme  

c.  Funding  Loan  (amount 
Issued  April,  1892,  out  of 
14,800,000^.  authorised)  ... 

£ 

7,755,000 

23,015,930 

3,000,000 

£ 

33,776j930 

16,000,000 

8,006’740 

£ 

£ 

499,980 

1,546,116 

180,000 

£ 

2,226,096 

921,000* 

1 

i 

AAA  ' 

£ 

2.  National  Railway  Guar- 

antees— 

Capitalised  at,  say 

3.  National  Cedulas— 

Currency  (gold  at  300  pre- 
mium)   

Gold  

4,084,000 

3,922,740 

360.000 

240.000 

Total  

4.  Provincial  Loans — 

Buenos  Ayres  

Cordoba  

Entre  Rios  

Santa  F6  

Tucuman  ..^  

Catamarca  

Corrientes  

Mendoza  

San  Luis  

San  Juan  

Salta  ...  ...  ...  ... 

La  Rioja  

Santa  F6  (bonds  of  Terri- 
torial Bank) 

57,777,670 

1 

DvUjUUU  , 

Q 7/17  AQ^ 

8,089,010 

3.679.300 
1,939,500 
5,403,800 

587,700 

587,460 

984,640 

972.000 
146,860 
391,800 

970.000 

780.000 

1.929.300 

26  461  370 

594,805 

264,992 

140,000 

351,876 

42,000 

42.000 

70.000 
69,444 
10,500 

28.000 

70.000 

56.000 

129,220 

I 

1 

1 

1,868,837 

1,765,610 

o,  <41/ ,uyo 

6.  Provincial  Cedulas— 
Currency  (gold  at  300  pre- 
mium)   

Gold  

14,016,498 

977,780 

14,994,278 

i 

1,696,870 

68,740 

Total  

6.  Municipal  Loans— 

Buenos  Ayres  

Cordoba  

Parand  

Rosario  

Santa  F6  

Total  

41,455,648 

! 

5,891,660 

3,634,447 

3,243,560 

793,600 

406,200 

1,190,400 

257,900 

- 

201,991 

55.552 

26,609 

83,328 

18,053 

• •• 

OOOyXfOO 

Grand  total 

105,124,978 

7,767,076 

* Guarantees  for  1892. 

N.B. — The  above  is  exclusive  of  Internal  and  Floating  Debts,  paper  currency,  and  guarantees 
to  industrial  enterprises.  Some  of  the  provinces  are  believed  to  have  additional  liabilities  on  account 
of  cedulas  and  guarantees  to  railways. 
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No. 

Price. 

1021.  Adrianople  .. 

4d. 

1081.  San  Francisco 

, , 

l^d. 

1022.  Tripoli 

Id. 

1082.  Frankfort 

4d. 

1023.  Jerusalem  .. 

Id. 

1083.  Hiogo..  .♦ 

Hd. 

1024.  Odessa 

6d. 

1084.  Tokio.. 

IH 

1025.  Genoa 

lid. 

1085.  Amsterdam  .• 

• • 

Id. 

1026.  Kiun^chow  .. 

Id. 

1086,  San  Francisco 

3d. 

1027.  Batoum 

4id. 

1087.  Bangkok  ,, 

id. 

1028.  Buenos  Ayres 

Id. 

1088.  Soul  .. 

Hd. 

1029.  Batavia 

Id. 

1089.  Chiengmai  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1030.  Santo  Domingo 

id. 

1090.  Copenhagen  .. 

• • 

« • 

id. 

1031.  San  Jose 

• • 

Id. 

1091.  New  Caledonia 

• • 

id. 

1032.  Manila 

• • 

lid. 

1092.  Bushire 

2d. 

1033.  Mar.=!eilles  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1093.  Tamsui 

Id. 

1034.  Swatow 

Id. 

1094.  Dunkirk 

Id. 

1035.  Paris  .. 

Id. 

1095.  Port  Said 

Id. 

1036.  Ichang 

5d. 

1096.  Guatemala 

id. 

1037.  Pakhoi 

Id. 

1097.  Chungking 

, * 

9d. 

1038.  Foochow 

Id 

1098.  Nagasaki 

c • 

Id. 

1039.  Brest 

Id. 

1099.  Constantinople 

• • 

2d. 

1040.  Madeira 

id. 

1100.  Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1041.  Antwerp 

lid. 

1101.  Shanghai 

2d. 

1042.  Taganrog 

2id. 

1102.  Jeddah 

«• 

• • 

id. 

1043.  Algiers 

2id. 

1103.  Chicago 

3d. 

1044.  Hankow 

lid. 

1104.  Erzeroum 

• • 

id. 

1045.  Nantes 

lid. 

1105.  Loanda 

• • 

3d. 

1046.  Belgrade 

2d, 

1106.  Macao 

• • 

* , 

id. 

1047.  Fiume 

Id. 

1107.  Canton 

Id. 

1048.  Wuhu 

Id. 

1108.  Paramaribo  .. 

* , 

lid. 

1049.  Cagliari 

Id. 

1109.  Tunis.. 

lid. 

10.50.  Erzeroum 

Id. 

1110.  Sofia  .. 

• • 

, * 

3d. 

1051.  Syra  .. 

Id. 

1111.  Brunei  .. 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1052.  Cherbourg  .. 

Id. 

1112.  Athens 

• • 

2id. 

1053.  Lima  •• 

Id. 

1113.  Alexandria  .. 

• • 

2d. 

1054.  Bilbao 

lid. 

1114.  Vienna  .• 

Id. 

1055.  Cadiz 

2d 

1115.  Stettin 

2id. 

1056.  Corunna  .. 

2id. 

1116.  Berne,, 

Id. 

1057.  Saigon 

Id. 

1117.  Palermo 

2^-d. 

1068.  Port-au-Prince 

Id. 

1118.  Tokio  ..  ,, 

lid. 

1059.  Trebizond  .. 

Id. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

3d. 

1060.  Barcelona 

lid. 

1120.  Teneriffe 

Id. 

1061.  Tainan 

Id. 

1121.  Damascus 

, * 

Id. 

1062.  Smyrna 

lid. 

1122.  Naples 

* , 

2d. 

1063.  Old  Calabar.. 

id. 

1123  Hakodate 

Id. 

1064.  Samoa 

u. 

1124.  Montevideo  .. 

• • 

2^d. 

1065  Tahiti 

id. 

1125.  Stockholm  .. 

, , 

lid. 

1066  Chefoo 

6d. 

1126.  Dantzig 

• • 

2d. 

1067.  Gothenburg.. 

2d. 

1127.  The  Hague  .. 

• • 

IH. 

1068.  Buenos  Ayres 

lid. 

1128.  Odessa 

• • 

Id. 

1069.  Loanda  .. 

lid. 

1129.  Berne..  .. 

lid. 

1070.  Guatemala  .. 

Id. 

1130.  Malaga  ,, 

, * 

3d. 

1071.  Zanzibar 

Id. 

1 1 31.  Rome  . . 

2ld. 

1072.  Charleston  .. 

2. id. 

1132.  St.  Jago  de  Cuba 

AH. 

1073.  Nice  . . 

Id. 

1133.  Munich 

• • 

Ud. 

1074.  Caracas 

Id. 

1134.  Meslied 

• • 

Id. 

1075.  Lisbon  .. 

2d. 

1135.  Guayaquil 

H. 

1076.  Calais 

2d. 

1136.  Rio  de  Janeiro 

AH 

1077.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

5id. 

1137.  Tonga  ' V,  * 

Id. 

1078.  Philadelphia 

• • 

2H. 

1138.  Copenhagen  ., 

, * 

Id. 

1079.  Brindisi  .. 

• • 

•id. 

1139.  Tangier 

Ud. 

1080.  New  York  .. 

• • 

2d. 

1140.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

• • 

2H. 
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Consul  Kanthack  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 


My  Lord,  Pam,  October  11,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  Mr.  Vice-Consul  AIrlie’s  Trade 
and  Commerce  Report  for  period  July  1,  1891,  to  June  30,  1892. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  KANTHACK. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Maranham  for  the  ^ear  1891-92. 
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Imports. 


Shipping  and  Navigation. 

Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Maranham  during  the  Year 
from  July  1^  1891,  to  June  oO,  1892. 


Entered, 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

American 

1 

623 

21 

43,084 

22 

43,707 

British  

7 

2,175 

50 

44,363 

57 

46,. 538 

Canadian  

1 

298 

1 

298 

Bra?il)an  ... 

2 

502 

109 

198,233 

111 

198,735 

French  

2 

719 

2 

719 

German  

1 

356 

'2 

2,736 

3 

3.092 

Norwegian 

16 

6,775 

5,806 

• •• 

16 

6,775 

Portuguese 

11 

11 

5,806 

Total  i 

„ for  the  year  j 

41 

17,254 

182 

288,416 

223 

305,670 

preceding  ...j 

30 

10,865 

154 

251,544 

184 

262,409 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

American 

1 

623 

21 

43,084 

22 

43,707 

British  

5 

1,368 

50 

44,363 

55 

45,731 

Canadian  

] 

298 

1 

298 

Brazilian  

2 

502 

109 

198,233 

111 

198,735 

P’rench  

2 

719 

2 

719 

German  

1 

.356 

*'2 

2,'736 

3 

3,092 

Norwegian 

19 

7,955 

19 

7,955 

Portuguese 

13 

6,497 

13 

6,497 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

44 

n,318 

182 

288,416 

226 

306,734 

preceding 

24 

8,636 

156 

253,094 

180 

261,730 

Imports. 

An  improvement  over  the  past  year  is  shown  in  the^e, 
amounting  to  about  7^  per  cent.,  thus  nearly  recovering  the  loss 
of  the  preceding  year. 


Return  of  the  Value  of  Imports  to  Maranham  during  the  Year 
from  July  1,  189 J,  to  June  30,  1892,  compared  with  that  of 
1890-91. 


Value. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

Variors  attic’es  imported,  details  of 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

which  cannot  be  obtained  . . 

481,019  5 7 

516,529  19  7 

para. 
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Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Maranham 
during  the  Year  from  July  i,  1891,  to  June  30,  1892, 
compared  with  that  of  1890-91. 


Articles. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value, 

Tons. 

£ 8.  d. 

Tons. 

£ s.  d. 

Cotton  . 

4,877 

218,508  19  6 

4,819 

139,893  0 0 

Sugar  . . ' 

3,061 

26,446  6 9 

4,275 

40,728  0 0 

Hides  . . 

812 

26,136  13  8 

1,131 

29,280  2 4 

Skins  (deer  and  goat)  . . 

46^ 

7,263  14  6 

62i 

6,717  12  1 

Gum 

90 

237  17  0 

279 

3.243  16  2 

Balsam  . . 

21 

3,694  0 10 

33i 

3,676  1 10 

Cotton  seed 

2,047 

4,326  5 6 

2,549 

4,945  19  4 

Rubber  . . 

9 

1,402  3 4 

17i 

1,518  13  4 

Farinha.. 

5,066 

43,708  17  5 

! 3,096 

16,384  3 4 

Sundries 

338 

8,733  13  11 

1 576f 

11,572  6 2 

Total 

16,367i 

340,358  12  4 

16,339i 

257,959  14  7 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Imported  and 
Exported  at  the  Port  of  Maranham  from  and  to  Different 
(Jountries  from  July  1,  1891,  to  June  30,  1892,  compared 
with  that  of  1890-91. 


Countrf, 

Import.s. 

Exports. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1890-91. 

1 

1891-92. 

Great  Britaia 

United  States  of  America  ... 

Portugal  

Germany  

Belgium 

France  

Total  

£ s.  d. 

284,356  19  10 
69,701  12  10 
37,696  19  8 
55,31.5  1 4 

1,669  19  1 

32,278  12  10 

£ s.  d. 

319,248  8 6 
79, 18b  6 4 
23., 3.58  6 9 
35,000  2 5 
3,335  10  1 
.56,399  5 6 

£ ».  d. 

87,968  4 8 
10,303  14  1 

242,086  13  7 

£ z.  d. 

64,138  8 1 
10,924  11  5 

182,468  14  3 
428  0 10 

481,019  5 7 

516,529  19  7 

340,358  12  4 

267,959  14  7 

The  relative  position  of  Great  Britain  as  regards  the  other 
countries  shows  an  insignihcant  gain,  but  still  it  is  a gain  of 
2*7  per  cent.,  while  the  United  States  has  only  increased  0-84  per 
cent.,  and  Germany  and  France  would  seem  to  have  changed 
places,  Portugal  having  fallen  off  to  a great  extent,  as  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 
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i BRAZIL. 

Table  showing  Proportion  of  Imports  from  different  Countries 
during  the  Year  1891-92  compared  with  1890-91. 


Countries,  • 

Percen 

1890-91. 

itage. 

1891-92. 

Great  Britain 

69-11 

61  -81 

United  States  of  America 

14-49 

15-83 

Germany  and  Belgium 

11  -85 

7-42 

France 

6-72 

10-92 

Portugal 

7-83 

4-52 

Total 

100-00 

100-00 

Exports. 

More  or  less  weight  for  weight  was  exported  in  1891-92  as  in 
the  preceding  year,  being  16,339^  tons  as  against  16, 357 J tons, 
but  details  have  considerably  altered. 


Table  showing  Principal  Articles  of  Export  according  to 
Weight  during  the  Year  1891-92  compared  with  1890-91. 


Articles. 

Quantities. 

1891-92. 

1890-91. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Cottons 

4,319 

4,877 

Sugars 

4,275 

8,061 

Farinha 

3,096 

6,056 

Cotton  seed. . 

2,549 

2,047 

Hides 

1,131 

812 

Gum 

279 

90 

Sundries 

576 

338 

This  shows  that  sugar  has  again  taken  a decided  step  in 
advance,  stimulating  the  hope  that  it  will  yet  recover  its  former 
prominent  position  in  the  list  of  production. 

Farinhas  has  rapidly  fallen  off,  and  owing  to  fiscal  changes  in 
Portugal  it  is  doubtful  if  there  will  be  any  at  all  exported. 

By  far  the  greatest  receiver  of  produce  from  here  continues  to 
be  Portugal,  the  proportions  being  as  follows : — 


Country. 

Percentage, 

Portugal . . 

.. 

70  -73 

Great  Britain  . . 

24-87 

United  States  of  America 

4-23 

Other  countries . . 

.. 

0-17 

Total 

100-00 

PARA. 


5 


Industries. 

The  production  of  this  establishment  is  chiefly  consumed  in  Central  sugar 
Brazil,  and  shows  a fairly  successful  year,  although  not  up  to  the 
preceding,  owing  to  the  disorganisation  in  the  furnishing  of  cane ; 
still  the  working  allowed  a dividend  of  7 per  cent,  on  the 
nominal  value  of  shares,  its  operations  consisted  in  crushing 
during  the  year  18,400  tons  of  cane,  yielding  1,108  tons  of  sugar 
and  502  pipes  of  rum,  giving  a gross  result  of  304,829|800  reis, 
against  26,689  tons  of  cane  yielding  1,707  tons  of  sugar  and  692 
pipes  of  rum,  giving  a gross  result  of  382,018|400  reis  in  the 
year  1890-91. 

The  net  profit  in  the  year  1890-91  was  131,355|690  reis, 
that  of  the  year  1891-92  was  116,753|906  reis,  showing  a 
diminution  of  profit  of  14,601$784  reis. 

The  position  of  this  establishment  is  now  much  better  assured, 
but  still  it  has  to  contend  with  great  uncertainty  in  its  supply  of 
cane,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  sufficient  workpeople. 

It  has  recently  been  thoroughly  overhauled  and  made  as  good  as 
new  under  the  able  superintendence  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Matthey,  from 
Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston,  and  Co.,  of  Liverpool. 

The  company  which  undertook  the  supplying  of  cane  was 
unable  to  have  it  all  cut  for  want  of  workmen,  and  had  to 
abandon  a large  quantity  in  the  fields ; had  this  not  occurred  the 
central  factory  would  have  given  a dividend  which,  without 
exaggeration,  might  have  been  called  magnificent. 

One  of  the  six  mills  referred  to  in  my  last  report  has  been  Spinning  and 
making  cloth  for  a few  months  past,  the  others  are  gradually 
approaching  completion,  and  it  is  calculated  that  by  the  end  of 
this  or  early  in  next  year  all  will  be  working,  but  only  with  about 
one-third  of  the  full  complement  of  looms. 

There  are  again  three  small  mills  projected  since  our  last,  and 
now  in  course  of  erection. 


Immigration. 

No  further  experiments  have  been  made  in  bringing  people  Immigration, 
from  Europe  or  the  States,  not  more  than  half-a-dozen  of  those 
originally  brought  having  remained,  and  some  of  those  have 
abandoned  agriculture  and  settled  in  town,  one  as  a goldsmith  and 
another  a teacher  of  languages ; notwithstanding  this  the 
Government  keeps  up  a considerable  staff  for  the  management  of 
this  department. 


Taxes. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  I have  to  report  the  fact  that,  in  order  Taxei. 
to  constitute  Maranham  an  organised  State,  to  attain  which  it 
has  to  assume  certain  responsibilities  and  charges  which  hitherto 
were  maintained  by  the  general  Government  (which,  while 
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passing  them  to  the  shoulders  of  the  new  organisation,  retains 
for  itself  all  duties  levied  on  imports),  and  to  meet  these  the  State 
Congress  has  voted  a budget  which  imposes  such  taxes  on 
produce  as  most  surely  will  cripple  the  agriculturist  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  force  him  to  abandon  cultivation  as  being 
unremunerative. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  Congress  calling  attention 
to  the  consequences  of  such  heavy  taxes  outproduce,  and  the 
desirability  rather  of  cutting  down  the  expenditure.  The 
reply  was  that  the  expenditure  could  not  be  reduced,  and  unless 
the  authors  of  the  representation  could  point  out  other  sources 
of  revenue  the  said  taxes  must  be  levied.  The  Governor,  so  far, 
has  not  sanctioned  the  law,  seeming  to  hesitate  in  assuming  the 
responsibility  of  this  measure. 


General  Rema7'ks. 

The  flattering  prospects  cited  in  my-  last  report  unfortunately 
cannot  be  confirmed,  the  experience  of  the  year  having  in  a great 
measure  belied  the  anticipations. 

The  ExploraQoes  Agricolas  Company  having  encountered 
insuperable  difficulties  in  securing  workpeople  to  cut  down  the 
cane  did  not  furnish  the  stipulated  quantity  to  the  Central 
Factory,  and  prospects  are  no  better,  if  not  worse,  for  the  crop  of 
the  current  year.  There  is  a splendid  crop  of  cane  in  magnificent 
condition,  said  to  be  equal  to  30,000  tons ; workers  to  cut  it  down 
are  not  to  be  found. 

The  company  induced  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  aid  it  by 
furnishing  passages,  the  company  incurring  all  other  expenses  to 
bring  people  from  the  neighbouring  State  of  Ceara,  where  there 
is  a superabundant  population.  The  result,  however,  can  scarcely 
be  said  to  compensate  the  expenditure ; the  best  that  can  be  said 
of  it  is  that  it  is  a little  better  than  nothing  owing  to  the  indolent 
habits  of  the  people. 

This  labour  question  is  the  key  to  the  whole  position,  and  a 
most  serious  one.  From  all  sides  come  the  same  complaint  of 
produce  having  to  be  abandoned  for  want  of  people  to  gather  it 
in ; hence  the  applause  which  has  greeted  the  proposition  of 
introducing  Chinese  labourers,  and  hopes  are  expressed  that  a 
goodly  number  may  be  brought  to  this  State. 

Mr.  Matthey,  already  mentioned,  expressed  his  opinion  that 
Maranham  has  capacities  for  the  production  of  sugar  once  the 
plough  be  generally  adopted,  and  irrigation  applied  to  certain 
districts. 

The  company  organised  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  for  developing  the 
resources  of  this  State  has  suffered  from  the  disastrous  reaction 
and  disenchantment  which  followed  the  excitement  of  company 
forming  in  that  capital,  and  for  the  present  it  is  forced  to  delay 
the  erection  of  the  two  central  sugar  factories,  the  introduction  of 
immigrants,  the  improvement  of  the  port  or  the  alternative  of 
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changing  it  to  ItaquI,  and  the  connecting  by  railway  this  State  to 
that  of  Goyaz. 

It  limits  itself  to  the  carrying  on  the  enterprises  already 
begun,  namely,  the  prosecution  of  the  railway  between  the  city  of 
Therezina  (capital  of  the  State  of  Piauhy)  and  the  town  of 
Caxias  in  this  State ; and  also  the  working  of  the  old  plant  on  the 
property  it  acquired  for  the  erection  of  the  central  sugar  factories, 
but  even  these  run  a risk  of  being  suspended  unless  some  change 
for  the  better  occurs  so  as  to  induce  the  unfortunate  shareholders 
to  save  the  company  from  total  loss  by  furnishing  more 
capital. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  quite  clear  that  no  great  development  of 
the  undeniable  resources  of  this  State  can  be  hoped  for  until  the 
working  population  be  considerably  augmented* 
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BAGHDAD  AND  BUSSORAH. 


Consul-General  Mockler  to  the  Earl  of  Rosehery. 

My  Lord,  Baghdad,  October  29,  1892. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  Baghdad  Trade 
Report  for  the  year  1890  and  1891  ; also  the  Bussorah  Trade  Report 
drawn  up  by  Ber  Majesty’s  Consul  at  that  port  for  1891.  The 
Bussorah  Trade  Report  was  received  by  this  Consulate-General  on 
August  8,  1892;  but  as  its  statistics  were  made  dependent  on 
those  of  Baghdad,  I withheld  it  until  the  merchants  of  this  place 
could  find  time  to  furnish  returns  to  me.  The  plan  adopted  by 
Her  Majesty’s  Consul  at  Bussorah  of  including  in  his  Tables  of 
Imports  and  Exports  cargoes  passing  through  that  port  on  through 
bills  of  lading,  from  which  tables,  if  the  Imports  and  Exports  of 
Baghdad  Villayet  be  deducted,  the  balance  will  be  the  local  trade 
of  Bussorah,  appears  unobjectionable ; but  I can,  however, 
claim  for  the  Baghdad  statistics  embodied  in  this  Report  fairly 
approximate  correctness  as  regards  Exports  only ; as  regards  Im- 
ports they  are  less  reliable.  The  Ottoman  Customs  Department 
always  refuse  to  give  any  information. 

I Rro 

(Signed)  \E.  MOCKLER. 
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As  will  be  seen  by  a comparison  of  the  tables  appended  the 
exports  to  Europe  and  America  during  the  years  under  review 
show  a steady  increase. 

The  embargo  which  the  Baghdad  Government  took  off  the 
wheat  in  the  latter  end  of  1889  in  a measure  conduced  towards 
this.  Whilst  in  1889  only  about  40  tons  were  exported,  during 
1890,  5,000  tons,  and  in  1891  upwards  of  20,000  tons  were 
►shipped.  The  last  year  was  a particularly  favourable  one  for  this 
product,  and  large  quantities  were  brought  down  to  Baghdad 
from  the  districts  ofErbil,  Guntara,  and  Tekrit.  The  quantity 
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shipped  by  one  firm  alone  from  Hilla,  Diwaniah  and  Samawa  to 
Bussorah  by  the  Euphrates  amounted  to  over  2,500  tons. 

Whilst  1891  shows  an  improvement  on  the  preceding  year,  in  Wool  and 
neither  years  was  the  amount  as  large  as  in  the  year  1889.  This, 
in  a measure,  may  be  attributable  to  the  falling  demand  and  bad 
prices  of  the  home  markets. 

With  regard  to  other  exports  trade  was  in  a more  or  less  Other  exports, 
normal  state. 

A branch  of  this  bank  commenced  operations  here  in  May,  Imperial 
1890,  and  though  not  warmly  welcomed  in  the  beginning,  or 
perhaps  even  now  much  liked  by  a portion  of  the  native  com- 
munity, appears  to  receive  sufficiently  encouraging  support. 

The  greatest  proportion  of  the  carrying  trade  of  the  Tigris  Navigation, 
between  Baghdad  and  Bussorah  is  still  conducted  by  the  two 
British  steamers  of  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris  Steam  Navigation 
Company  and  four  Turkish  steamers  of  the  Oman  Ottoman  Com- 
pany, but  native  craft  also  carry  much  cargo  between  the  two 
ports. 

The  weekly  mail  service  contracted  for  by  the  Euphrates  British 
and  Tigris  Steam  Navigation  Company  was,  owing  to  the  low  steamers, 
state  of  the  river  and  to  insufficient  custom-house  facilities  at 
Baghdad  for  unloading  storage,  output  and  intake  of  cargo, 
somewhat  irregular.  It  is  said  that  such  defects  will  shortly  be 
remedied,  but  so  far  nothing  has  been  done. 

More  custom-house  space  and  better  arrangements  for  passing  Custom-house, 
incoming  and  outgoing  cargo  through  the  custom-house  would 
much  increase  the  custom-house  revenue  and  allow  trade  to 
expand,  as  it  is  strenuously  endeavouring  to  do.  During  the 
period  under  report  steamers  were  sometimes  detained  for  more 
than  a week  owing  to  the  custom-house  being  so  congested  with 
cargo  that  there  was  neither  space  in  which  to  discharge  that 
brought  up,  nor  road  by  which  that  for  export  might  be  conveyed 
for  embarkation.  Incoming  and  outgoing  cargoes  pass  through 
the  same  portal,  hence  great  confusion  and  much  loss  of  time 
and  money  is  caused,  affecting  not  only  the  merchant  and  shipping 
interests  but  also  the  interests  of  the  customs  of  the  country. 

The  Oman  steamers  also  keep  up  a nominally  weekly  service  Oman 
between  Baghdad  and  Bussorah,  and  sometimes  extend  their  run 
up  river  to  Samara,  where  there  is  a mosque  to  which  large 
numbers  of  devout  (Sheea)  Mohammedans  avail  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  offered  them  of  making  an  easy  pilgrhnage. 

The  import  business  during  the  year  1891  was  the  largest  that  Imports, 
has  been  done  for  several  years,  d here  was  an  active  demand  for 
Persia,  and  as  the  pilgrims  from  that  country  were  visiting 
Baghdad  more  or  less  all  the  year  round  the  local  trade  was  also 
very  large.  The  Manchester  trade  was  particularly  brisk, 
especially  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  when  goods 
were  eagerly  bought  up  on  bill  ot  lading  only.  In  fact,  the  im- 
ports were  so  large  that  tlie  river  steamers  we^'e  in  face  of  an 
exceptionally  low  river  and  want  of  space  in  custom-house  unable 
to  cope  with  the  trade,  and  an  accumulation  of  many  thousands 

(1438) 
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of  bales  of  piece  goods  and  a very  large  quantity  of  sugar  and 
otlier  cargo  took  place  in  Bussorah,  much  to  the  detriment  of 
the  owners  of  the  goods,  who  suffered  very  seriously  in  loss  of 
market  and  interest  on  capital. 

Annex  A. — Statement  of  Exports  from  Baghdad  to  Europe 
and  America  for  the  Years  1890-91. 


1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wool 

Cwts. 

93,000 

£ 

263,300 

90,000 

£ 

254  700 

Mohair 

3.500 

12,800 

4,000 

14  100 

Carpets 

2,400 

15,000 

3,000 

21,000 

Skins  and  hides 

5.090 

17,000 

5,000 

16,000 

Wheat 

101,000 

25,200 

400,000 

105,800 

Seeds 

,, 

3.500 

1,400 

37,300 

8.000 

2.800 

Galls 

Skins 

15,000 

16,000 

42,000 

Dates 

26,000 

8,700 

50,000 

16,000 

Cases 

Bags 

J 2,200 

700 

1,700 

600 

Raisins 

Cwts, 

4 500 

15,000 

4,000 

13,600 

Almonds 

100 

200 

900 

2,400 

Gum 

Cases 

9,500 

57,000 

9.100 

54,600 

Bags 

3.000 

9,000 

1,500 

1,500 

Tobacco 

Cwts, 

1,000 

4.000 

1,600 

6,400 

Routs 

1,100 

500 

2,000 

1,000 

Intestines  ... 

250 

500 

300 

600 

Opium 

120 

7,000 

170 

8,800 

Ghee 

• •• 

1001 

Silk  goods  ... 

1 f 

... 

80 

1 1,200 

80  V 

3,000 

Sundries 

... 

250 

600  J 

Total 

271,500 

475,800 

698,050 

564,900 

Annex  B. — Return  showing  the  Exports  of  the  Undermentioned 
Articles  from  Hilla,  Diwania,  and  Samawa,  in  Baghdad 
YiJlayet,  to  Bussorah,  via  Euphrates,  during  the  Year  1891. 


Articles  and  District. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cwts. 

£ 

Wheat — 

Samawa  . . 

39,107 

Diwania 

3,100 

Hilla 

9,300 

•• 

Total 

51,507 

18,480 

Barley — 

Samawa  . . 

42,857 

Hilla  and  Daghara 

72,361 

•• 

Total 

116,218 

28,000 

Maize 

31,000 

8,760 

Grand  total 

•• 

55,230 

Baghdad, 
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Annex  C. — Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to 
Baghdad  from  Europe  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

1890.  ' 

1 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cwts. 

£ 1 

Cwts. 

£ 

Merchandise  . . 

55,160 

441,320 

58,087 

508,270 

Iron 

5,130 

3,840 

6,214 

4,660 

Tin  plates 

585 

410 

812 

568 

Copper  . . 

730 

2,590 

1,586 

5,710 

Steel 

367 

250 

474  j 

330 

Copperas 

155 

260 

29  1 

43 

Glass  , . 

1,222 

670 

368 

200 

Logwood 

160 

130 

1,821 

• 1,455 

Sugar  . . 

34,817 

55,700 

! 2,337 

3,740 

. Soap 

417 

650 

1,113 

2,225 

Leather . . 

113 

1,420 

74 

925 

Hardware 

228 

1,660 

1 870 

6,310 

' Paper  

1,282 

5,450 

j 1,444 

i 6,065 

Liquors  . . 

697 

2,650 

! 341 

1,535 

Candles . . 

77 

160 

i 1,070 

. ■ 2,140 

Other  articles  .. 

1,750 

4,380 

j 7,081 

17,690 

Total 

•• 

102,790 

521,540 

j 83,721  . 

1 561,866 

Annex  D. — Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to 
^ Baghdad  from  India  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Merchandise 

Cwts. 

17.390 

£ 

93,470 

Cwts. 

3 2,403 

£ 

174,980 

Sugar  . . 

11,357 

13,060 

18,107 

20,825 

„ candy  . . 

677 

1,220 

753  • 

1,360 

11,600 

Tea  

1,495 

8,070 

2,149 

Coffee  . . 

3,750 

18,750  ! 

5,540 

30,470 

Cardamums 

32 

470  ! 

78 

1,560 

Cloves  . . . . . . 1 

42 

230  ‘ 

68 

375 

Turmeric 

112 

160 

313 

470 

Ginger  . . 

320 

290 

532 

480 

Tamarind 

3,102 

2,000 

2,207 

1,435 

Pepper  . . 

3,280 

13,940 

4,959 

14,880 

Spelter  . . 

10 

60 

. . 

Lead 

853 

1,200 

572 

800 

Copperas 

55 

90 

78 

140 

Indigo  . . 

1,235 

24,700 

1,043 

20,880 

Henna  . . 

2,352 

2,940 

4,387 

5,485 

Tobacco,, 

3,700 

6,580 

4,484 

8,970 

Dry  limes 

126 

160 

480 

600 

Drugs,  medicine 

2,057 

2,220  ; 

1,514  . 

1,665 

Silk  

1 70. 

2,500  1 

112 

3,420 

Window  glasses 

33 

20 

382  • 

230 

Food  grains 

160 

60 

1 188 

75 

Liquors  , 

7 

24 

106 

480 

Sundries 

10,250 

45,590 

11,791 

i 

51,840 

Total 

j 62,465 

237,805 

92,246 

353,020 
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Preliminan'. 


Bussorah. 

Major  Jennings,  H.M.  Consul  at  Bussorah,  reports  as 
follows  : — 


Preliminarij. 

The  trade  reports  that  have  hitherto  been  written  on  Bussorah 
have,  so  every  merchant  here  informs  me,  been  oF  little  value  for 
reference,  or  as  reliable  data  of  the  increase  or  decrease  ,of 
Bussorah  trade  proper;  this  I proceed  to  explain. 

The  reports  in  question  have  shown  all  cargoes  shipped  from 
Baglidad,  except  those  on  through  bills  of  lading,  as  Bussorah 
exports.  While  those  shipped  from  Baghdad,  through  Bussorah, 
on  through  bills  of  lading,  are  not  shown  in  the  latter  returns. 
Thus,  if  5,000  maunds  of  wheat  or  wool  come  to  Bussorah  from 
Baghdad  or  neighbourhood,  not  on  through  bills  ot  lading,  it 
would  be  shown  twice  over,  i.e.,  in  Baghdad  exports  and  Bussorah 
exports.  If  5,000  tons  come  on  through  bills  of  lading  it  would 
not  appear  in  the  Bussorah  trade  report  at  all. 

The  same  remarks  apply  to  imports. 

Also,  in  Bussorah  during  the  past  year  there  has  been,  as  far 
as  I can  ascertain  after  most  careful  inquiry,  some  100,000  tons 
of  native  shipping,  buggalows,  a quite  exceptional  and  un- 
precedented amount ; and  the  exports,  principally  dates  and 
grain,  taken  away  by  these  to  ports  in  the  Gulf,  Eastern  Arabia, 
India,  the  Red  Sea,  and  Africa,  may  safely  be  estimated  at 
100,000  tons,  at  about  51.  a ton.  These  native  craft  return  more 
or  less  empty,  but  it  would  be  within  the  limit  of  safety  to  say 
they  bring  imports  to  Bussorah,  chiefly  consisting  of  poles,  planks, 
sundries,  kerosine  oil,  charcoal,  metal  work,  &c.,  to  the  estimaterl 
value  of  45,000/.  to  50,000/.  annually.  To  arrive  at  as  correct  an 
estimate  as  possible  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  Bussorah 
proper,  I have  shown  in  this  year’s  report  the  total  exports  from, 
and  imports  into,  the  port,  including  all  cargoes  on  through  bills 
of  lading,  adding  thereto  the  hitherto  very  much  smaller  items  of 
exports  and  imports  carried  by  native  craft,  as  above  explained. 
If  the  exports  and  imports  of  Baghdad  be  subtracted  the  balance 
will  give  as  far  as  possible  the  correct  exports  and  imports  of 
Bussorah  proper.* 

Of  course,  without  the  custom-house  returns,  which  the  local 
Government  decline  to  supply,  these  trade  reports  are  almost 
solely  based  on  the  information  kindly  supplied  by  British 
merchants;  and  the  items,  viz.,  export  500,000/.,  import  45,000/. 
to  50,000/.,  taken  away  and  brought  in  by  native  craft,  must  be 
regarded  as  only  approximate,  /.e.,  to  within  50,000/.  and  5,000/. 
respectively. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  this  trade  report  is  a new  departure, 
and  I will,  hence,  not  attempt  to  compare  the  figures  here  given  with 

* Much  cargo,  perhaps  not  less  than  100,000^.  worth  of  grain  irom  Baghdad 
dis'ricts  on  the  Euphrates,  would  still  appear  in  rhe  Bussorah  returns. 
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those  in  last  year’s  report ; for  as  I have  shown  the  latter  are  not 
such  as  one  can  draw  comparisons  from,  some  items  having  been 
shown  twice  over  and  some  omitted  altogether.  The  year  1891 
has  been  a decidedly  good  one. 


Exports  and  Imports. 

The  facts  staled  in  the  1887  report  generally  still  hold  good, 
except  where  otherwise  specially  brought  to  notice  liereafter  in 
this  report. 


Shippiiitj. 

The  companies  wliich  run  steamers  to  Bussorah  are  as  follows  ; 

From  Bombay,  British-India  Steam  Navigation  Company  with 
mails,  weekly. 

Bombay  and  Persia  Steam  Navigaiion  Company,  fortnightly. 

From  England,  Messrs.  Gray,  Dawes,  and  Coaipany,  monthly 
via  Karachi  and  Bombay. 

Persian  Gulf  Steamship  Company,  monthly. 

Strick  and  Company,  at  irregular  intervals. 

From  Baghdad  : Eu[)hrates  and  d'igris  Steam  Navigation 
Company  with  mails,  unless  delayed  by  the  custom-house  at 
Batjhdad  being  overcrowded. 

The  Turkish  Government  steamers  : the  intervals  depending 
on  thi  time  they  take  on  the  voyage  up  and  down  stream,  and 
how  long  they  are  delayed  b}"  the  custom-house  at  Baghdad. 

The  management  of  these  two  lines  of  steamers  is  done  at 
Bussorah. 

I may  remark  that  the  steamers  of  the  first-mentioned 
company,  managed  by  Messrs.  Lynch  Brothers  at  Bussorah,  usually 
take  two  days  and  a few  hours  on  the  downward  trip,  and  four 
days  on  the  upward  journey  ; and  that  Bussorah  is  520  miles  by 
river  from  Baghdad. 


Exports. 

The  1891  crop  may  be  said  to  have  been  a success;  the  crop  Dates, 
was  heavy,  and  the  prices  were  sufficiently  high  to  afford  satis- 
faction to  the  grower,  and  at  the  same  time  permitted  of  a fair 
profit  accruing  to  the  exporters  who  were  prompt  in  their 
realisations  at  the  home  markets,  as  the  prices  there  very  seriously 
collapsed  with  the  heavy  import. 

A fair  trade  was  done  in  this  during  the  year  ; but  nothing  Wool, 
much  over  the  average. 

New  mills  for  pressing  were  establislied  by  Messrs.  Lynch 
Brothers  at  Amarah,  which  has  saved  trouble  and  expense  ; a good 
deal  of  wool  having  been  sent  to  Baghdad  for  pressing  before  being 
shipped  for  England. 
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Liquorice, 


Horses. 


The  wool  trade  of  the  towns  on  the  river  between  Baghdad  and 
Bussorah  is  almost  entirely  financed  at  Baghdad,  to  which  place, 
consequently,  almost  all  tlie  wool  now  goes  for  pressing  purposes. 
It  might,  I should  think,  be  found  handier,  and  certainly  cheaper 
from  a water  carriage  point  of  view,  to  send  it  direct  to  this  port 
to  be  pressed  and  shipped.  This  will,  no  doubt,  eventually  be 
done. 

There  is  one  firm  in  Bussorah,  Messrs.  S.M.  Zerlandi,  engaged 
in  this  trade.  They  export  entirely  to  Marseilles,  London,  and 
America. 

The  export  of  horses  during  the  year  1891  was  probably 
about  the  same  as  during  the  preceding  year.  The  figures  I 
give  are  based  on  a private  note  sent  me  on  the  subject  by  rny 
predecessor,  Mr.  L.  M.  Dicey,  who  obtained  them  from  Abdul 
Latif,  the  principal  horse-broker  in  these  parts,  as  well  as  from 
other  dealers  ; I have  endeavoured  to  check  his  figures  since  my 
arrival  in  Bussorah,  and  also  to  gather  all  the  general  information  I 
could,  both  here,  at  Baghdad,  and  between  the  two  places. 

I have  divided  the  horses  into  three  classes,  and  the  number 
of  each  class  exported  to  India  from  Bussorah,  Kuw'ait,  and 
Muhammarah  yearlj^  are  as  follows;  numbers  each  year  varying 
little  : — 


Class. 

Description  1 

1 

Quantity. 

A 

Arab  stallions 

1 

. . Number  .. 

3,000 

B 

Arab  mares  . . 

• • >1  • • 

15 

C 

Arab  or  Persian  stallions 

. . 1 Pair 

1 

600 

The  prices  paid  by  the  dealers  vary,  of  course,  very  consider- 
ably according  to  the  quality  of  each  animal.  The  limits  of 
prices  paid,  excepting  for  a few  high-priced  animals,  may  be  set 
down  as  follows  : — 


Class. 

Prices. 

From— 

To— 

From— 

To 

£ 

£ 

Kerans.* 

Kerans.* 

A 

10 

40 

. . 

. . 

B 

30 

60,  70,  or  90 

. , 

C 

•• 

•• 

300 

600 

* 21  krans  = 1 rupee. 


The  average  cost  of  transit  for  each  animal  from  port  shipped 
to  Bombay  is  as  follows : — 
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Description. 

Average  Cost. 

Eupees. 

Transit  from  Mosul  to  Bussorah 

45 

„ Baghdad  to  Bussorah  . . 

20 

„ Gurraf  and  Amarah  to  Bussorah 

10 

Stabling  and  food  . . . . . . . . 1 

4 

Shippinu;  charges 

1 

Customs  duty,  1 per  cent. 

2 

Passage  to  Bombay 

50 

The  supply  could  probably  be  increased  by  paying  higher 
prices  for  any  one  year  to  between  4,000  and  5,000.  There  are 
some  half-bred  mares  not  exported  called  Buggazi  in  Baghdad,  I 
believe,  and  Shemali  h«re,  of  which,  possibly,  250  might  be 
purchased  annually,  at  prices  varying  from  10/.  to  20/.  each. 

Slightly  more  accurate  numbers  miglit  probably  be  obtained  from 
the  shippers;  but  those  returns  would  not  give  details  as  regards 
sex,  height,  class,  or  prices ; and  the  numbers  given  may,  I 
consider,  be  regarded  as  very  nearly  correct. 

Of  the  3,500  annually  exported  one-thiid  are  under  14  hands. 

The  numbers  here  given  have  been  submitted  to  various  dealers, 
from  whom  the  information  was  originally  obtained ; and  they  all 
pretty  well  agree  in  their  statements. 

I am  of  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  feasible  for  British 
officers  or  civilians  to  buy  direct  from  the  breeders,  as  the  latter 
are  scattered  over  a very  large  extent  of  country  ; and  no  place 
can  be  put  down  as  a bigger  breeding  centre  than  another. 

It  is  true  that  the  majority  of  the  horses  come  from  the 
Montefik  and  Amarah  country  ; still,  these  occupy  too  vast  an 
extent  to  offer  any  special  facilities  to  buyers  on  the  spot,  and 
there  would  always  be  personal  risk. 

The  valuable  horses  come  from  Mosul  and  Nnjd  as  a rule. 

It  would,  however,  be  quite  practicable  for  private  individuals 
to  visit  the  local  marts,  Zobair  for  choice,  as  nearly  all  the  horses 
for  Bussorah  (and  many  of  better  quality,  which  would  not  be 
allowed  to  pass  through  the  Bussorah  and  Amarah  customs-houses) 
are  sent  to  them.  All,  however,  which  are  shipped  at 
Muhammarah  and  Kuwait  pass  through  Zobair,  where  the  large 
majority  change  hands.  The  dealers  are  usually  to  be  found  here 
(Zobair)  during  the  season  (August,  September,  and  October), 
and  private  individuals  on  purchase  intent  ” should  locate  them- 
selves at  that  town  to  obtain  a fair  pick  of  the  animals  as  they 
come  in. 

Tonnage  was  plentiful  during  the  year,  and  freights,  as  a rule,  Tonnage  and 
averaged  well.  Rates  for  the  United  Kingdom  were  as  follows: — freights. 

January,  1/.  Is,  to  JZ.  8s.;  April,  1/.  125.  to  IZ.  14s.;  May, 

IZ.  12s.  6d.  to  IZ.  15s.;  June  and  July,  IZ.  13s.  to  IZ.  14s.; 

August,  IZ.  11s.  to  IZ.  13s.;  September,  IZ.  17s.  6cZ.  to  2Z.  2s.  btZ. ; 

October,  IZ.  17s.  to  IZ.  18s.  ; November  and  December,  IZ.  13s.  to 
IZ.  14s. 

Rates  to  Bombay  ruled  from  6 rs.  to  12  rs. 
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Details. 


Entrance  to 
river,  &c. 


Imports. 

In  1891,  for  tlie  first  time,  there  was  a large  direct  import 
from  America  of  wood  for  date  boxes,  and  from  Norway  and 
England  as  well. 

None  of  the  other  imports  call  for  special  notice. 


Navigation. 

Bussornh  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Shat-ul-Arab, 
some  60  miles  from  its  mouth  at  Fao.  There  is  deep  water 
between  Bussorah  and  the  latter  place,  excepting  a slight  bar  at 
Muhammarah  (18  miles  below  Bussorah)  which  can  only  be  crossed 
by  deeply  laden  steamers  at  high  water.  About  16  miles  from 
Fao  is  the  buoy  for  which  ships  steer  tS  enter  the  river.  It  is 
the  only  guide  (except  the  land,  of  course)  to  the  entrance  of  the 
said  river,  and  is  often  hard  to  find,  especially  in  foggy  weather. 
It  marks  the  first  bar. 

There  ought  properly  to  be  a lightship  here.  There  are  three 
more  buoys  marking  the  channel  to  Fao,  and  the  four  are  all  kept 
up  by  the  British  India  Steam  Navigation  Company. 

The  second  bar  is  about  miles  from  Fao  telegraph  office 
(situated  a couple  of  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  on  the 
right  bank)  and  2^  miles  E.S.E.  of  Fao  fort.  The  outer  bar  has 
9 feet  of  water  at  low  spring  and  about  19  feet  at  high  spring 
tides. 

The  river  bar  7 feet  to  9 feet  at  low  spring  and  17  feet  to 
18  feet  at  high  spring.  But  the  depth  of  water  is  much 
influenced  by  local  conditions,  being  greater  with  a southerly 
wind. 

Local  conditions,  too,  are  such  that  usually  the  deepest  water 
is  found  on  the  bars  on  the  third  tide  after  ‘^full”  and  “change.” 

Ships,  drawing  more  water  often  force  their  way  through  the 
bars,  driving  through  the  soft  mud,  of  which  they  are  composed, 
to  the  depth  of  2 feet  or  feet.  Deeply  laden  vessels  often 
take  two  tides  to  cross  the  two  bars ; as  they  get  over  one  bar  on 
top  of  first  tide  and  have  to  wait  for  top  of  next  tide  to  cross  the 
other  bar. 

There  is  a second  channel,  with  about  2 feet  more  water  (the 
eastern  one,  called  the  Naseri  channel)  running  from  the  outer 
bar  and  joining  the  one  always  used  a short  way  above  the  Fao 
bar.  This  has  been  recently  surveyed  by  the  Government  of 
India,  and  the  British-India  Steam  Navigation  Company  have 
some  thoughts  of  buoying  it,  provided  financial  support  can  be 
obtained  Irom  the  other  lines  interested. 


Uanh. 

During  1891  a branch  of  the  Imperial  Bank  of  Persia  was 
established  in  Bussorah.  This  is  the  only  banking  establishment 
hero. 
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Public  Woi^hs. 

During  the  year  under  review  new  Government  secretariat  Secretariat 
buildings,  including  the  court  of  the  Governor-General,  and  buildings. 
Bldayat  and  Tapoo  courts,  have  been  erected  on  the  Ashar  Creek, 
near  the  town  ofBussorah.  The  whole  pile,  known  in  Turkey  as 
tlie  sarai,  is  now  nearly  completed,  at  a total  estimated  cost  ofSarai, 

6.000  Turkish  liras  (1  lira  equals  185.)?  the  amount,  as  is  usually 
the  custom  in  undertakings  of  this  nature,  having  been  raised  by 
subscriptions;  H.l.M.  the  Sultan  having  contril)uted,  it  is  said, 

1.000  Turkish  liras  towards  it. 

A large  grain  market,  begun  some  years  ago,  was  also  finally  Grain  maiket. 
completed  last  year,  although  it  has  been  in  partial  use  for  some 
time  previous. 

Near  the  custom-house  a drawbridge  aci’oss  the  Ashar  Creek  Drawbridge, 
wac  designed  and  constructed  by  the  late  Governor-General, 

Hidayat  Pasha.  It  is  ingenious,  but  very  clumsy  in  appearance. 

It  connects  the  grain  market  and  the  Magam  village  on  the 
Shat-ul-Arab  with  the  main  road  running  from  the  8hat-ul-Arab 
(the  omnibus  road)  up  the  right  bank  of  Ashar  or  Bussorah  Creek 
to  the  city  of  Bussorah.  The  cost,  about  300  Turkish  liras,  was 
defrayed  by  subscriptions  obtained  from  the  principal  merchants 
(who  also  gave  a lot  of  materials)  and  residents.  A toll  is  levied 
on  foot  passengers  of  about  ^d.  per  head,  and  double  for  mounted 
men;  and  the  entire  revenue  thus  obtained  is  set  apart  for  the 
support  of  a hospital  for  poor  people,  situated  in  the  precincts  of 
the  town. 

This  has  been  inaugurated  during  the  past  year.  There  are  Omnibus 
three  vehicles  in  all  plying  between  the  Shat-ul  Arab  (Governor’s  service, 
house  on  right  bank  of  Ashar  Creek  and  Magam  on  the  left  bank  trumwav, 
of  the  creek)  and  Bussorah  city.  Two  of  these  vehicles  are  most  and  locomo- 
rickety  and  dilapidated  in  appearance,  the  third  being  in  a some-  tion generally, 
what  better  condition.  The  charge  for  ])assengers  is  '^d.  in  the 
two  former  and  ^d.  in  latter  ; the  distance  being  about  2^  miles. 

Riding  donkeys  arc  also  always  to  be  had  on  hire  at  each  end 
of  the  road,  as  well  as  belams  (native  boats  propelled  by  poles)  in 
the  creek  which  runs  parallel  to  the  road. 

A proposal  is  under  consideration  to  construct  a tramway  to 
replace  this  omnibus  service,  but  I do  not  think  it  will  get  beyond 
the  proposal  stage  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  town  of  Bussorah  is  situated  from  2^  miles  to  3 miles  up  Watersclieme. 
the  Ashar  or  Bussorah  Creek  from  the  main  river ; and  its  water 
supply  has  always  been  obtained  from  this  creek,  wdiicli,  being 
also  the  receptacle  of  the  refuse  and  drainage  of  the  city,  is  little 
better  high  up  than  an  open  sewer.  H.E.  the  late  Governor- 
General  to  remedy  this  evil,  to  which,  no  doubt,  the  great 
mortality  of  Bussorah  is  due,  and  to  supply  Bussorah  with  a 
supply  of  good  drinking  water,  erected  a steam  pump  on  the  main 
river,  and  laid  earthen  pipes  of  local  manufacture  to  the  town 
(three  miles  off).  But  the  pipes  were  not  sufficiently  strong  and 
burst,  and  the  steam-pump  now  lies  idle. 
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Naval 

hospital. 


Coinage 

current. 


It  is  proposed  now  to  replace  these  useless  pipes  by  iron  ones ; 
but  funds  seem  to  be  lacking,  and  what  is  always  lacking  in  these 
parts,  too,  “ local  energy.” 

Seen  from  a distance,  this  is  rather  an  imposing  building,  and 
is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Shat-ul-Arab,  opposite  the 
customs-house. 

Its  site,  as  regards  sanitation,  is  not  good  for  it,  as  it  lies  on  very 
low  damp  ground.  Owing  to  failure  of  funds  it  is  not  completed 
inside,  and  the  place  wants  better  sanitary  supervision. 

This  is  a very  difficult  matter  to  deal  with.  It  is  hard 
enough  to  understand  oneself  on  the  spot,  and  still  harder  to 
explain  to  others. 

Certain  silver  coins  carry  an  invariable  legal  value,  while 
others  vary  in  their  value  (z.e.,  as  compared  with  the  Turkish 
lira)  as  the  rate  of  silver  rises  or  falls. 

The  coins  in  use  in  Bussorah  are — 

1.  Lira. 

2.  Medjidieh. 

3.  Keran. 

4.  Piastre  (three  kinds). 

5.  Eupee. 

6.  Dollar. 

7.  Franc. 


The  lira  (18s.  sterling,  i.e.,  10  per  cent,  less  than  ll.)  is  a gold 
coin,  and  is  invariable. 

The  medjidieh  (5|  medjidieh  = 1 lira)  is  a silver  coin,  and  is 
invariable. 

The  keran  (34T5  kerans  = 1 lira). is  likewise  invariable;  and 
all  mercantile  contracts  and  disbursements  are  made,  as  well  as 
bills  paid,  in  kerans — except  for  dates,  when  the  piastre  is  alone 
used. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  piastre,  all  invariable — 

a.  The  Government  piastre,  100  of  which  = 1 lira. 

b.  The  local  piastre,  153|  of  which  = 1 lira. 

c.  The  piastre  used  for  ordinary  current  expenses  (i.e.,  small 
purchases  of  market  or  garden  produce,  &c.),  170|  of  which 
= 1 lira. 

The  rupee  varies  in  value  with  the  rise  and  fall  of  silver;  185. 
divided  by  the  market  rate  of  the  rupee  will  thus  give  the 
number  of  rupees  on  any  day  that  go  to  a lira. 

Similarly  as  regards  dollars. 

The  franc  is  only  used  in  paying  for  telegrams,  and  its  value 
(22  fr.  50  c.  equals  1 lira)  is  invariable. 

In  paying  customs  dues  and  taxes  the  authorities  allow  19 
Government  piastres  per  medjidieh  ; but  the  quarantine  authorities 
take  their  fees  at  the  rate  of  20  Government  piastres  per  medjidieh. 

In  some  old  deeds  the  obsolete  “ shami  is  found.  Dates, 
too,  are  often  quoted  in  “ shamis.”  One  “ shami  is  equal  to  1() 
Government  piastres. 


BUSSORAH. 
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Agriculture, 

This  has  not  developed  much  of  late  years  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Bussorah,  owing  to  the  fact  that  almost  all  available 
and  suitable  land  is  being  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  the  date 
palm  ; but  a larger  acreage  in  outlying  and  up-country  districts 
is  yearly  being  brought  under  the  ploughs  Communication  with 
Bussorah  is  becoming  easier,  and  growers  find  it  yearly  more  and 
more  advantageous  to  cultivate  for  export ; the  prices  realised  by 
them  last  year  were  altogether  satisfactory. 


Miscellaneous. 

Market  prices  ruled  here  very  closely  in  sympathy  with  London  Market  prices, 
prices  and  the  available  tonnage  ; but  probably  this  was  to  a very 
great  extent  caused  by  the  abnormally  high  prices  current  in 
London.  Wheat  per  taghar  varied  from  200  kerans  to  350  kerans, 
according  to  quality  ; barley,  110  kerans  to  215  kerans  ; rice,  220 
kerans  to  250  kerans.  One  taghar  is  equal  to  3,450  lbs. 

With  demand  arising  from  the  largely  increased  trade  and  Wages, 
export,  wages  ruled  very  much  higher  than  previously,  in  some 
instances  over  50  per  cent. ; the  supply  of  lighterage,  too,  being 
seriously  reduced  by  up-river  requirements,  caused  a rise  in 
prices,  and  the  boatmen,  consequently,  of  all  labouring  classes, 
were  best  ott  in  this  respect. 

A branch  of  the  American-Arabian  Mission  was  established  in  Missionaries. 
Bussorah  in  1891. 

Up  to  the  present  their  success  amongst  the  natives  of  the 
country  has  been,  I may  say,  almost  nil,  although  once  it  becomes 
an  established  medical  mission  (which  is,  I believe,  the  intention) 
better  results  may  be  looked  for. 

This  is  in  the  same  state  as  described  in  the  1887  Bussorah  Local  Govsrn- 
trade  i eport,  except,  as  noticed  in  last  year’s  report,  Bussorah  ment. 
Pashalic  was  raised  to  a second-class  one  in  1890.  The  local 
customs,  posts  and  telegraphs,  and  tribunals  (also  the  soldiers 
quartered  in  the  Pashalic)  are  absolutely  under  their  cor- 
responding bureaux  in  Baghdad,  while  the  Governor-General 
(Waii)  is  independent. 

These  are  in  exactly  the  same  state  as  described  in  the  1887  Customs  house 
trade  report.  and  tribunals. 

This  likewise  has  little  changed  since  1887,  a slight  increase  Population, 
in  the  outlying  date  villages  only  being  perceptible. 

These  are  exactly  as  described  in  the  1887  trade  report.  Weights  and 

Dates  are  sold  by  karas  of  5,550  lbs.,  grain  by  taghars  of 5 »^so 
3,450  lbs.,  wool  by  maunds  of  1721  lbs.  The  retail  weight  is  the 
hokka  or  oke  of  2|  lbs. 

Exchange  on  England  is  generally  the  same  as  in  Bombay ; 
but  during  the  date  season,  when  many  bills  are  in  the  market, 
the  Bussorah  rate  is  lower. 

The  statements  made  on  these  subjects  by  the  late  Mr.  Consul  climate  and 
Kobertson,  in  his  trade  report  of  1887,  present,  in  my  opinion,  pubUc  health, 
too  rosy  a picture  of  Bussorah  in  the  hot  weather. 
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It  is  true  that  a remarkable  improvement  has  taken  place  in 
the  neighbourhood  owing  to  the  substitution  of  date  and  wheat 
cultivation  for  that  of  rice,  the  result  being  that  the  river  banks 
are  all  along  now  bunded  to  keep  out  the  water,  except  that 
necessary  for  irrigation  purposes,  and  the  country  inland  is  hence 
much  drier  than  heretofore.  But  malarial  fever  hag  by  no  means 
vanished,  although  Englishmen  in  time  get  acclimatised,  and  their 
constitutions  do  not  appear  to  suffer  permanently  therefrom. 

The  north-west  wind  (“  shamal  prevails  only  for  about  40 
days  (between  the  end  of  May  and  middle  of  August). 

During  December,  1891,  and  January,  1892,  the  thermometer 
showed  5^"  Fahr.  of  frost  during  a few  nights,  and  the  days  were 
clear,  cold,  and  bracing. 

Growing  Bussorah  is  yearly  growing  in  mercanl  ’o  importance,  and  is 

steadily  drawing  more  attention  from  the  0L..side  world. 

It  has  of  late  years  sprung  into  a large  grain  exporting  port, 
and  the  exports  of  cereals  (wheat,  barley,  rice,  &c.)  during  the 
past  year  liave  far  exceeded  in  amount  those  of  any  previous 
year. 

As  the  Kamil  trade  develops  the  importance  of  Bussorah  as  a 
shipping  port  will  likewise  increase. 

A considerable  portion  of  the  grain  and  most  of  the  wool  ex- 
ported from  the  Karun  has  for  many  years  been  brought  here  for 
sale  on  export  account ; but  the  opening  of  the  river  to  commerce, 
and  the  establishment  of  British  merchants  at  Shuster,  AhwazanU 
Muhammarah  will  doubtless  divert  a portion  of  the  trade,  which, 
while  improving  Muhammarah,  will  not  very  materially  affect 
Bussorah,  the  two  ports  lying  only  18  miles  to  20  miles  apart, 
and  the  convenience  of  shipping  being  practically  co-equal. 

I would  notice  that  all  the  old  towns  and  villages  between 
Gurna  (40 miles  up  stream)  and  Fao  (60  miles  down  stream)  on 
towns  Olathe  Shat-ul- Arab,  e.^.,  Abu’l  Kasib,  Hamdan,  Seraji,  &c.,  as 

Shat-ul-  ra  . Bussorah,  are  situated  up  creeks  a few  miles  from  the  main 

river.  The  reason  for  this  was,  that  up  to  within  20  or  30  years 
ago  the  unsettled  state  of  the  river,  which  -was  infested  by 
piratical  bands,  offered  no  security  to  wayfarers  or  those  dwelling 
on  the  banks. 

During  the  year  under  review  24  hours  ^‘observation^’  was 
maintained  against  India. 


Dussorau ; 
development 
of  the  Karun. 


Position  of 
villages  and 


Quarantine. 
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Annex  A. — Principal  Firms  in  Bussorah. 


Designation  at  Bussorah, 

Under  what 
Protection. 

European  or  Indian  Branch 
or  Correspondent, 

Gray,  Mackenzie,  and  Co.,  agents 
for  British-India  Steam  Navi- 

British  .. 

Gray,  Dawes,  and  Co,,  13,  Austin 
Eriars,  London,  E.C. 

gation  Co.  and  Lloyd’s  agents 

Lynch  Brothers,  agents  for 
Euphrates  and  Tier  s Steam 

British  . . 

Lynch  Brothers,  3,  Salter’s  Hall 
Court,  Cannon  Street,  London, 

Navigation  Co. 

E.C. 

Darby,  Andrewes  and  Co.,  agents 
for  Persian  Gulf  Steamship  Co, 

1 

British  . . 

R.  G.  Jones,  Price,  and  Co.,  1, 
Church  Court,  Clement’s  Lane, 
London,  E.C. 

Persian  Gulf  Trading  Co. 

British  .. 

Persian  Gulf  Trading  Co.,  4, 
Fenchurch  Avenue,  London, 
E.C. 

J.  C.  P.  Hotz  and  Sons,  Billiter 
Square  Buildings,  London,  E.C. 

Hotz  and  Co,  (Dutch  firm) 

British  . . 

Asfar  and  Co. 

Turkish.. 

Asfar  Freres,  Marseilles 

Hajee  Esmail  Hajce  Allana  (agent 
here  Hajee  Jamal  Memni) 

British  .. 

Hajee  Esmail  Hajee  Allana, 
Bombay  . 

Bombay  and  Persia  Steam  Navi- 
gation Co.  (agent  here  Agha 

British  . . 

Bombay  and  Persia  Steam  Navi- 
gation Co.,  Bombay 

Muhammed  Jevad) 

Ibrahim  ul  Mandil  (Arab) 

Turkish.. 

Abdul  Muhsam,  Bombay 

Aduulla  ul  Shaibi  (Arab) . . 

’ Turkish.. 

None 

Hamad  ul  Bassam.. 

! Turkish  . 

Abdul  ul  Basham,  Bombay 

Sulaiman  ul  Shubaili  (Arab) 

i Turkish.. 

Abdul  ul  Ibriihim,  Bombay 

Morad  Noah  (Jew) 

Turkish . . 

None 

Abdul  Juda(Jew).. 

' Turkish.. 

None 

Othman  ul  Fraih  . . 

Turkish . . 

Ali  ul  Fraih,  Bombay 

Haji  Mulla  Hussen 

Persian  . . 

None 

Ali  ul  Bassam 

Turkish.. 

Abdul  Aziz  ul  Bassam,  Bombay 

(1438) 
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Annex  B. — Betuen  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the 
Port  of  Bussorah  during  the  Years  1891-90, 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890.  , 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Dates  

JJ  •••  ••• 

Boxes 

Skins 

1 959,702 

£ 

303,537 

1,133,987 

£ 

447,024 

Wool... 

Baskets  ... 
Bales 

33,535 

286,056 

37,123 

313,220 

Horses  

Number  ... 

3,149 

73,930 

3,193 

63,860 

Hair  and  mohair  ... 

Bales 

142 

1,350 

802 

10,391 

Hides  and  skins  ... 

3,128 

18,939 

4,290 

16,275 

Sesame  

Bags 

6,566 

4,830 

3,989 

3,435 

Gall  nuts  

„ 

11,576 

47,964 

16,387 

74,387 

Gum 

Packages ... 

4,821 

51,484 

6,018 

49,593 

Carpets  

Bales 

820 

21,140 

719 

12,440 

Liquorice  roots  ... 

„ 

1,.582 

3,604 

1,241 

2,630 

Opium  

9t  ... 

627 

57,600 

561 

57,380 

Ghee 

Cases 

27,125 

50,112 

11,405 

24,076 

Wheat  

Bags 

762,523 

355,504 

400,862 

183,530 

Rice 

,, 

49,582 

18,362 

13,749 

5,189 

Barley  



... 

34,837 

8,764 

327,956 

65,522 

Seeds 

Bulk,  cwt. 

734,418 

119,541 

Bags 

96,119 

64,079 

6l"655 

20i864 

Silk  manufacture  ... 

...  •• 

Bales  ...1 

158 

3,480 

345 

8,462 

Paddy  

Bulk,  cwt. 

8,200 

1,476 

Sundries  

Packages ... 

9,206 

33,875 

7’066 

17,770 

Dates  and  grain  by  native  craft 

Tons* 

100,000 

500,000 

Total  ... 

2,024,927 

1 1,376,048 

1 

* In  1890  this  was  distributed  under  its  proper  headings  of  dates,  wheat,  rice,  barley ; which 
could  not  be  done  this  year  for  reasons  already  given. 


Annex  C. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Port 
of  Bussorah  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


1 

Articles.  I 

i 

1891. 

1890. 

i 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

i 

Silk,  woollen,  and  cotton  cloths 
Sugar,  loaf | 

Packages... 

23,946 

1 

£ 

678.215 

13,835 

£ 

501,875 

Cases 

26,619 

49,' 695 

56,875 

101,268 

,,  crushed  j 

Bags 

12,-548 

17,924 

18,394 

32,013 

Coffee  

6,497  ' 

23,897 

5,201 

18,582 

Spices  

Packages... 

13,826 

18,270 

13,902 

23,670 

Iron  rods,  sheets,  and  hoops  ... 

Tons 

14,373 

5,860 

27,356 

13,819 

Copper  

Bundles  ... 

1,080 

12,960 

Gunnies  

Bales 

4,468 

19,943 

’i’782 

*8,*947 

Wheat  

Bags 

6,716 

I 41,188 

2,962 

19,375 

Rice 

,, 

71 

1 35 

Wood- 

4,’552 

2, '266 

11,831 

1 5,952 

Poles  for  rafters 

Number  ... 

29,553 

5,200 

Planks  

! 

28^782 

'6,‘595 

35,685 

7,160 

For  date  boxes 

1 Bundles  ... 

83,831  1 

37,117 

97,698 

I 41,064 

Coal 

Tons 

7,846  1 

1 12,316 

8,580 

15,820 

Kerosine  oil  

Cases 

30,179 

10,393 

22,532 

7,195 

Tobacco  

Bags 

4,838 

1 10,734 

2,694 

6,009 

Gold  thread  

Cases 

... 

10 

500 

Indigo  

,, 

518 

l'3j200 

656 

16,478 

Tin  and  lead  

Slabs 

4,145 

9,073 

Sundries  

Packages ... 

62,659 

123,976 

44[366 

gejieo 

„ poles,  charcoal,  millet, 

(fee.,  by  native  craft  

Tons 

30,000 

50,000 

Total  

1,143,622 

... 

921,131 

Note.— The  money  values  of  the  imports  must  be  regarded  as  merely  approximate. 
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Annex  D. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bussorah 
‘ during  the  Year  1891. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 

Estimated 

Number  of 

Tons  Net 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Register. 

English 

* 

138t 

145,980 

French  . . 

Arab 

Turkish..  ,, 

O as 

100,000 

1 1 

1,091 

Persian.. 

1 J 

! 

Norwegian 

.. 

2 

1,765 

Total  . . 

•• 

100,000 

t 

141 

148,836 

* The  Turkish  authorities  have  been  unable  to  supply  this  information  to  this 
Consulate  for  the  year  1891. 

t The  total  “ 140  steamers/’  shown  in  the  report  for  1890,  included  the  river 
steamship  “Blosse  Lynch,”  and  the  river  steamship  “Iran”  plying  between 
Bussorah  and  Ahwaz  (on  the  Karun),  showing  27  trips,  at  a net  register  tonnage  of 
5,184.  Excluding  these  the  figures  for  1890  would  be  113  steamers,  and  112,267 
tonnage,  instead  of  140  steamers,  and  117,451  tonnage  as  given.  This  year  (1891), 
were  I to  include  the  Karun  traffic,  the  number  of  steamers,  would  be  169  instead  of 
141,  and  tonnage  154,212  instead  of  148,836,  as  shown.  But  I have  only  shown  the 
numbers  and  net  register  tonnage  of  ocean  steamers.  Thus  the  year  1891  shows  an 
increase  over  that  of  1890  of  28  ocean-going  steamers,  with  a net  register  fonnage  of 
36,569. 
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Consul- General  Michell  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery, 


My  Lord,  Christiania,  December  1,  1892. 

I iiEEPLY  regret  that  in  the  pressure  of  business  at  this 
Consulate-General,  and  under  circumstances  beyond  my  control, 
it  has  been  physically  impossible  for  me  to  complete  earlier  the 
enclosed  Report  on  the  Trade  ot  Norway  in  1891. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  T.  MICHELL. 
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General  Trade. 

The  aggregate  weight  of  the  goods  exchanged  between  Weight  and 
Norway  and  foreign  countries  in  1891  is  officially  computed  and 

402,500  tons,  of  which  191,000  tons  were  imports  and  211,500  exports, 
tons  exports. 

Compared  with  the  two  preceding  years,  the  estimated  weight 
and  value  of ' Norwegian  imports  and  exports  have  been  as 
follows : — 


Year.  - -- 

Weight. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

1889  

1890  

1891  

Tons. 

182,200 

173,100 

191,000 

Tons. 

218,000 

216,700 

211,500 

Tons. 

400,200 

389,800 

402,500 

£ 

10.644.400 

11.594.400 
12,388,800 

£ 

7,372,200 
■ 7,283,300 
. 7,244,400 

£ 

18,016,600 

18,877,700 

19,633,300 

The  relatively  higher  value  of  the  goods  imported  in  1891  is 
attributable,  chiefly,  to  the  high  price  of  corn.  The  trade  returns 
of  Norway  have  not  previously  shown  a value  so  considerable  in 
respect  of  imports,  while  that  of  the  exports  remained  at  about 
the  same  amount  as  in  1889  and  1890. 

As  regards  the  aggregate  weight  of  imports  and  exports,  its 
increase  in  1891  was  about  3*26  per  cent.,  that  of  the  imports  and 
exports  having  severally  been  10*34  per  cent,  increase,  and  2*40 
per  cent,  decrease. 

In  value  the  imports  of  1891  show  an  increase  of  nearly  7 per 
cent.,  and  that  of  the  exports  0*53  per  cent. 

The  Norwegian  ‘‘balance  of  trade”  is  not  affected  by  goods 
alone.  The  earnings  of  the  shipping  trade  exercise  an  important 
influence  on  it.  Those  earnings,  in  1891,  could  not,  however, 
possibly  have  counterbalanced  the  excess  in  the  value  of  imports 
over  exports,  whicji  amounted  to  more  than  5,000,000/.,  whilst 
the  corresponding  average  for  1886-90  was  onlv  slightly  above 
2,500,000/. 

The  money  left  in  the  country  by  an  ever-increasing  stream  of  Tourists, 
tourists  and  sportsmen  (about  20,0()0)  has  also  had  some  effect  in 
diminishing  the  fictitious  “balance  of  trade  against  Norway. 

The  amount  of  bullion  held  by  the  Bank  of  Norway  fell  in 
1891  to  about  2,000,000/.,  the  fall  in  1890  having  already  been 
from  2,620,000/.  to  2,161,000/. 

Imports. 


The  imports  of  the  last  3 years  were : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

1889  

4,362 

1,863,100 

1890  

• 3,943 

1,843,609 

1891  

4,369 

2,694,972 

Cereals. 
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Textile  goods. 


Colonial 

goods. 


Edibles. 


Butter. 


The  quantity  imported  in  1891  was  considerably  larger  than 
that  which  is  required  in  an  average  year,  but,  nevertheless,  much 
smaller  than  in  1888.  As  already  shown,  the  value  of  these 
imports  was  higher  than  in  the  year  preceding,  owing  to  a rise  in 
price,  as  the  result  of  the  failure  of  the  rye  crop  in  Russia,  and  of 
the  subsequent  prohibition  (in  August)  of  all  exports  of  corn  from 
that  Empire. 

If  yarn  and  thread,  rope,  &c.,  be  included,  the  imports  under 
this  head  amounted  to  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

1889  

8,831 

1,598,361 

1890  

9,180 

1,679,338 

1891  

8,961 

1,563,272 

The  total  imports  of  these  have  been  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

1889  

33,369 

1,191,588 

1890  

35,258 

1,289,883 

1891  

40,357 

1,277,894 

The  principal  articles  classed  as  colonial  goods  were : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

Tons 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Coffee 

7,714 

8,094 

8,011 

Sugar . . 

13,606 

14,951 

16,054 

Molasses 

6,508 

6,918 

10,337 

Tobacco,  in  leaf 

1,844 

1 1,722 

1 i 

1,893 

The  mean  rate  of  the  consumption  of  these  articles  j)er  head 
of  the  population  has  progressed  since  1889,  especially  in  the  case 
of  sugar  and  molasses. 

Amongst  these  butter,  bacon,  and  meat  are  the  most  im- 
portant. 

The  importation  of  butter  has  decreased  since  1880  in 
quantity,  and  value  for  a still  longer  period.  The  importations 
were  : — 
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Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

1889  

2,802 

205,072 

1890  

2,849 

201,528 

1891  

1,963 

154.378 

Of  which,  in  1891,  330  tons  were  marpjarine. 

I Since  18T8  considerable  quantities  of  Norwegian  margarine 
and  genuine  butter  have  been  exported,  viz. : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity  of 
which 

Genuine  Butter. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

1889  

1,610 

100,927 

258 

1890  

1,545 

95,239 

211 

1891 

2,304 

156,333 

349 

Bacon  and  Meat  Imports. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

1889  

10,565 

331,417 

1890  

15,669 

429,183 

1891  

12,181 

339,194 

In  later  years  part  of  these  imports,  an  average  of  1,230  tons 
to  1,476  tons,  have  been  re-exported  to  Sweden,  chiefly  via 
Trondhjem.  In  1891  the  weight  of  the  bacon  imported  was 
7,219  tons,  and  its  value  about  333,333/. 

The  import  value  of  metallic  goods  in  1891  was  1,008,128/.,  of  Metallic 
which  530,373/.  related  to  raw  or  half-wrought  metals,  and 
477,755/.  to  worked  metals. 

In  the  former  group  373,200/.  are  included  for  pig-iron,  steel, 
bar-iron,  and  iron  plates  (6,185  tons).  The  importation  was  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  that  in  1890,  but  very  nearly  the  same  as 
in  1889.  Pig-iron  represented  22,255  tons,  or  considerably  more 
than  the  average  of  1886-90  (15,283  tons).  The  importation  of 
bar-iron  in  1891  was  27,271  tons,  the  average  of  1886-90  having 
been  20,028  tons;  that  of  iron  plates  (10,590  tons)  was  also  much 
greater  than  usual. 

The  importation  of  alcohol  and  spirits  of  wine,  which  for  a Alcohol  and 
series  of  years  had  been  very  limited  and,  on  the  whole,  on  the 
decrease  (except  in  1888),  rose  in  1890,  and  still  more  considerably 
in  1891,  without,  however,  reaching  the  point  attained  in  1888. 

The  export  under  this  head,  which  rose  greatly  in  1890,  decreased 
to  less  than  half  the  quantity  in  1891. 
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NORWAY. 


Hewn  timber. 


Staves. 


Wood-pulp. 


Fishery 

products. 


Splft  and 
dried  cod,  &c. 


Exports, 


The  two  chief  articles  of  export,  viz.,  products  ot  forestry 
and  produce  of  fisheries,  in  their  relation  to  tlie  total  exports,  as 
regards  their  value,  is  expressed  in  the  following  percentages  : — 


Year. 

Forest 
and  Fishery 
Products. 

Other 

Products. 

Ee-exports. 

1 

Total. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

1889  

71  -10 

23-80 

5-10 

100 

1890  

69-50 

25  -40 

5-10 

100 

1891 

68-35 

26-82 

4-83 

100 

The  exportation  of  hewn  timber  was  relatively  large  in  1891 ; 
that  of  pit-props,  mining  timber,  and  other  round  wood  was  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  the  figures  for  preceding  vears,  excepting 
1889  and  1890. 

Staves  were  shipped  to  about  the  same  extent  as  in  previous 
years. 

The  ))rlces  obtained  for  timber  in  1891  were,  on  the  whole, 
about  6 per  cent,  lower  than  in  1890. 

The  exportation  of  wood-pulp  and  cellulose  has  been  as 
follows : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

1889. 

178,140 

1890 

188,947 

1891 

208,593 

These  figures  do  not  include  Swedish  wood-pulp  or  cellulose, 
of  which  17,189  tons  were  exported  in  1891  from  Norwegian 
harbours. 

Of  cellulose  alone  the  shi[)ments  amounted  to  25,441  tons  of 
Norwegian  manufacture,  and  891  tons  of  Swedish  manufacture. 

With  regard  to  the  second  great  branch  of  the  exports  of 
Norway,  viz.,  the  produce  of  the  fisheries,  its  development  may 
be  summarised  as  follows  : — In  1889,  an  increase  in  quantity,  but 
somewhat  lower  prices ; in  1890,  quantity  about  the  same,  but 
somewhat  higher  prices;  in  1891,  great  decrease  in  quantity,  but 
much  higher  prices. 

The  export  of  klipfisk  ” (split  cod),  the  chief  product  of  the 
fisheries,  has  been  as  follows  : — 
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Year. 

Quantity. 

1889  

1890  

1891  .,  

Tons. 

47,479 

55,577 

45,070 

Of  dried  cod  and  haddock  the  exports  were : — 

Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

1889  

18,347 

1890  

18,566 

1891  

14,400 

The  demand  for  this  article  was  limited^  but  prices  were  higher 
than  in  1889  and  1890. 

The  trade  in  train  oil  was  rather  more  favourable  than  in  1890. 
Medicinal  steam-purified  oil  rose  25  per  cent,  from  the  low  price 
to  which  it  had  fallen  in  1890.  There  was  also  a small  advance 
on  the  price  given  for  pale  oil. 

The  quantity  of  oil  of  every  kind  produced  in  1891  was 
smaller  than  in  1890. 

The  exportation  under  this  head  has  been  as  follows 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

1889  

105,500 

1890  

82,900 

1891  

78,500 

The  export  value  of  other  fish  in  1891  was  : — 


Description. 

Value. 

£ 

Salmon,  fresh 

77,000 

M ackerel  „ 

11,300 

Herrings  „ 

37,600 

Fish,  other,  fresh 

14,500 

Herrings,  smoked 

17,300 

Anchovies 

18,200 

Lobsters  . . . , . , 

21,100 

Its  exportation  in  1891  is  officially  valued  at  49,700/. 

The  following  is  a list  of  most  of  the  articles  of  which  the 
export  value  in  1890  and  1891  exceeded  500,000  kroner 
(27,800/.) 


Koe. 

Train  oil. 

Herrings, 

salted. 


Fish,  other. 


Fish  guano. 
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NOB  WAX' 


Articles. 

Va 

1 

1 1890. 

,lue. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

Nails  

185,200 

192,050 

Butter,  ordinary  . . 

21,100 

36,900 

„ margarine. . 

. . 

74,100 

119,500 

Skins 

140,400 

143,950 

Paper  and  cardboard 

98,800 

131,700 

Woollens  .. 

148,600 

127,400 

Milk,  condensed  . © 

111,800 

119,100 

Copper,  refined,  and  old  metal  . . 

59,300 

61,200 

Cotton  goods 

73,100 

60,400 

Oats. . ••  ..  ..  .. 

12,600 

55,100 

Mineral  ores 

70,700 

53,600 

Ice  *•  ..  ..  a.  «. 

70,600 

40,600 

Stone,  hewn 

45,500 

41,400 

■Apatite  «•  ••  ••  •• 

•• 

65,055 

20,100 

The  Total  Norwegian  Imports  and  Exports  for  the  Years 
1889-91  are  grouped  as  follows  by  the  Central  Statistical 
Bureau,  Christiania,  in  its  Report  issued  in  1892. 


Groups  of  Goods. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Animals,  live  

3,452 

4,179 

4,637 

3,002 

1,978 

1,671 

Edibles  (animal  kingdom) 

17,491 

23,439 

20,646 

189,790 

180,141 

163,529 

Cereals,  &c.  

306,664 

278,032 

308,099 

4,027 

4,816 

10,632 

Colonial  goods  

33,369 

35,258 

40,357 

1,966 

1,778 

1,264 

Fruits,  plants,  &c. 

7,246 

7,359 

7,779 

1,064 

1,666 

2,125 

Alcohol  and  other  drinks 

2,849 

3,268 

4,224 

1,268 

1,541 

933 

Spinning  materials 

8,642 

9,094 

9,628 

1,641 

1,727 

1,634 

Yarn  and  thread,  cordage, 
&c.  

2,581 

2,991 

3,033 

481 

713 

623 

Manufactures  for  spin- 
ning materials 

6,249 

6,189 

5,928 

1,433 

1,361 

1,234 

Hair,  feathers,  skins, 
bones,  <fec.  

8,158 

9,670 

9,453 

28,441 

34,752 

21,341 

Hair,  feathers,  skins, 
bones,  &c.,  manu- 
factured   

190 

206 

226 

13 

18 

21 

Tallow,  oil,  tar,  gum,  &c. 

27,124 

27,875 

29,995 

22,369 

25,175 

20,720 

Tallow,  oil,  tar,  gum,  &c., 
manufactures  of 

971 

899 

917 

214 

241 

216 

Timber,  raw  or  half- 
Avorked 

133,687 

120,161 

144,333 

1,112,878 

1,026,696 

1,063,191 

Timber,  worked 

15,582 

24,957 

21,881 

201,642 

216,653 

233,347 

Colours  and  paints 

4,810 

4,675 

4,573 

174 

394 

231 

Vegetable  materials,  other 

9,832 

11,467 

13,321 

6,332 

11,697 

14,639 

Taper,  and  manufactures 
of 

3,393 

4,131 

4,777 

6,236 

8,759 

12,635 

Vegetable  materials, 

other  manufactures  of  .. 

380 

354 

388 

23 

20 

33 

Minerals,  raw  

1,010,179 

927,505 

1,057,974 

530,058 

577,956 

499,517 

,,  worked 

14,656 

16,229 

19,694 

50,037 

68,502 

48,992 

Metals,  raw  and  half- 
worked  

60  826 

52,026 

69,176 

3,748 

9,160 

5,790 

5,128 

Metals,  Avorked  

14,413 

16,851 

18,876 

10,299 

10,430 

Ships,  cars,  machines, 
&c.  

128,024 

142.597 

109,133 

3,610 

4,723 

10,157 

Goods  not  included  above 

1,381 

i;i69 

852 

322 

285 

244 

Total  quantity 

1,822,149 

10,644,894 

1,730,581 

1,909,900 

2,179,929* 

2,167,681t 

2,115,437J 

Total  value  ...  £ 

11,592,161 

12,390,200 

7,370,505 

7,283,139 

7,243,483 

* Of  which  32,680  tons  (value  376,480i.)  Swedish,  «fec, 
t „ 37,684  „ ( „ 370,244f.)  „ 

t „ 34,566  ,,  ( „ 850,022i.)  „ 
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Table  showing  the  Relative  Value  of  the  Trade  of  Norway 
with  Foreign  Countries.* * * § 


Computed  Value. 

Number. 

Countries. 

Average  of 
1876-80. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1 

A. — Imports. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

£ 

2,332,530 

£ 

3,332,550 

£ 

3,673,790 

£ 

3,501,800 

2 

Germany  

2,392,290 

2,669,340 

3,054,720 

3,130,400 

3 

Sweden  

724,150 

1,209,050 

1,284,700 

1,410,920 

4 

Eussia  and  Finland 

941,460 

1,121,590 

1,151,450 

1,380,020 

874,590 

5 

Countries  not  in  Europe  ... 

253,630 

937,520 

448,760 

533,970 

6 

Denmark  

511,800 

520,990 

669,780 

7' 

Holland  

357,100 

1 415,320 

447,490 

452,880 

8 

Belgium  

137,480 

342,380 

362,220 

350,760 

9 

France  

386,390 

1 261,390 

1 

324,070 

319,190 

1 

B. — Exports. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

1,820,370 

I 

2,422,270 

2,347,220 

2,390,490 

2 

Sweden  

648,610 

1,147,130 

1,090,630 

1,055,690 

3 

Germany  

935,500 

947,090 

1,012,610 

890,470 

4 

Spain 

548,590 

654,070 

665,230 

747,750 

5 

France  

456,050 

444,670 

393,750 

547,850 

6 

Holland  

327,670 

352,750 

340,480 

345,730 

331,380 

7 

Countries  not  in  Europe  ... 

100,730 

324,740 

310,760 

8 

Denmark  

289,820 

264,430 

294,770 

284,950 

9 

Belgium  

135,470 

334,470 

296,040 

264,460 

10 

Italy  and  Austria 

182,400 

205,640 

247,750 

167,900 

11 

Russia  and  Finland 

188,930 

204,600 

171,960 

165,220 

C. — Combined  Imports  and 
Exports. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

4,152,900 

5,754,820 

6,021,010 

5,892,290 

2 

Germany  

3,327.790 

3,616,430 

4.067,330 

4,020,870 

3 

Sweden  

1,372,760 

2,356,180 

2,375,330 

2,466,610 

.—'4 

Eussia  and  Finland 

1,130,390 

1,326,190 

789,240 

1,323,410 

1,545,240 

Countries  not  in  Europe  ... 

354,360 

858,710 

1,185,350 

6 

Denmark  

1,227,340 

776,230 

815,760 

954,730 

France  

842,440 

706,060 

704,740§ 

717,820 

867,040 

828,980tt 

8 

Spain 

592,41 Of 

701,040^ 

^^9 

Holland  

684,770 

768,070 

793,220 

658,260 

784,260 

10 

Belgium  

272,950 

204,270t 

676,860 

252,62011 

615,220 

^ 11 

Italy  and  Austria 

309,680** 

226,780tt 

* Extracted  from  the  trade  report  of  the  Central  Statistical  Bureau,  Christiania,  1892. 

t Including  imports,  43,820?. 

t 21,870?. 

§ ,,  60,670?. 

II  „ 46,980?. 

% „ 35,810?. 

**  .,  61,930?. 

tt  ,,  81,230?. 

U „ 58,880?. 
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NORWAY, 


Fishing 
industry  in 
general. 


Table  showing  the  Proportion  in  which  Foreign  Countries  . 
participate  in  the  Trade  of  Norway.* 


1 Proportion  per  Cent,  of  Value  of  Trade. 

Number. 

Countries. 

Average  of 
1876-80. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1 

A. — Imports. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

26-9 

31-3 

i 

1 

1 

I 31-7 

28  -26 

2 

Germany  

27-6 

25-1 

26-4 

25-27 

3 

Sweden  

8-4 

11-4 

1 11-1 

11-39 

4 

Russia  and  Finland 

10-9 

10-5 

9*9 

11-14 

5 

Countiies  not  in  Europe  ... 

2-9 

4-2 

: 4-6 

7-06 

6 

Denmark  

10-9 

4-8 

4-5 

5-41 

7 

Holland  

4-1 

3-9 

3*9 

3-65 

8 

Belgium  

1-6 

3-2 

3*1 

2-83 

9 

France  

1 4-3 

2-5 

2-8 

2-58 

1 

B.— Exports. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

i 

31-7 

32-9 

32-2 

33-00 

2 

Sweden  

1 11-3 

15-6 

15-0 

14-57 

3 

Germany  

i 16-3 

12-8 

13-9 

12-29 

4 

Spain 

9-6 

8-9 

9-1 

10-32 

5 

France  

' 7-9 

6-0 

5-4 

7-56 

6 

Holland  

1 5-7 

4-8 

4-7 

4-57 

7 

Countries  not  in  Europe  ... 

; 1*8 

4-6 

4-5 

; 4 -29 

8 

Denmark  

!!! 

1 5-0 

3-6 

4*0 

3-93 

9 

Belgium  

2-4 

4-5 

4*1 

! 3 -65 

10 

Italy  and  Austria 

i 3-2 

2-8 

3-4 

2-32 

11 

Russia  and  Finland 

} 3-3 

2-8 

2-4 

2-28 

1 

C. — Combined  Imports  and 
Exports. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

28  -8 

31-9 

31-9 

30  -01 

2 

Germany  

23*1 

20-1 

21-6 

20  -48 

3 

Sweden  

9-5 

13-1 

12-6 

12-56 

4 

Russia  and  Finland 

7-8 

7-4 

TO 

7-87 

5 

Countries  not  in  Europe  ... 

2-5 

4-4 

4-6 

6-04 

6 

Denmark  

8-5 

4-3 

4-3 

4-86 

7 

France  

5-8 

3-9 

3*8 

4-42 

8 

Spain 

4*1 

3-9 

3*7 

4*22 

9 

Holland  

4*8 

4*3 

4-2 

3-99 

10 

Belgium  

1-9 

3-7 

3-5 

3-13 

11 

Italy  and  Austria 

1-4 

1*4 

1-6 

1-16 

* Extracted  from  the  trade  report  of  the  Central  Statistical  Bureau,  Christiania,  1892. 


Notes  on  the  Fisheries  in  Norway, 

Although  the  annexed  reports  of  the  British  Vice-Consuls  in 
Norway  give  much  information  on  the  subject  of  local  fisheries, 
the  following  condensed  account  of  the  Norwegian  fisheries  in 
general,  taken  from  a local  journal,  will  serve  to  supplement 
them. 

The  figures  are  only  approximately  C3rrect,  and  do  not  in  many 
cases  agree  with  the  official  statistics  more  recently  published. 

Th3  yield  of  the  coast  fishery  in  1891  may  be  shortly  described 
as  small  but  good,  and  the  traffic  in  fish  produce  as  lively  and 
profitable. 

Unusually  small  quantities  of  cod  and  herring  were  obtained 
on  the  chief  fishing  grounds,  but  larger  catches  were  made  in  the 
waters  less  generally  frequented. 
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Although  for  a short  time  low  prices  were  realised  in  the  fresh- 
fish  markets  at  home  and  abroad,  yet,  on  the  whole,  the  fishermen 
did  well.  The  fishing  industry  was  indeed  very  successful  in' 

1891,  owing  to  a calm  state  of  the  market,  to  little  fluctuation  in 
prices,  and-to  brisk  transactions.  Only  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  the  trade  became  somewhat  dull,  especially  in  herrings,  owing 
to  the  unexpected  takes  of  winter  fish,  which  caused  prices  to 
fall,  and  inflicted  loss  on  some  dealers. 

The  average  take  of  cod  during  the  previous  five  years 
amounted  to  59,000,000  fish,  valued  at  about  694,500/. 

In  1891  only  46,500,000  fish  were  caught,  of  the  value  of 
865,550/. 

The  relative  smallness  of  the  take  last  year  was  doubtless  due  - 

to  the  continued  interruption  of  the  fishery  by  storms  for  about 
three  weeks  (in  February)  along  the  entire  coast,  from  Stat  to  the 
boundary  of  Finmarken.  To  the  south  of  Stat  the  fishing  was 
somewhat  better.  The  Stavanger  fisheries,  which  of  late  years 
have  come  into  notice,  still  promise  well,  and  the  waters,  which 
in  olden  days  yielded  valuable  products,  but  which  subsequently 
became  worthless,  have  again  been  fished  with  excellent  results. 

The  Komsdal  fisheries,  including  those  of  Sondmore  and  Romsdal 
Aalesund,  yielded  poor  returns,  having  been  short  by  about  fisheries. 
1,750,000  of  the  average  takes  (8,000,000)  during  the  preceding 
five  years. 

The  Nordland  and  Lofoten  fislieries  also  yielded  poor  returns,  Nordland  and 

as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table : — Lofoten 

fisheries. 


Million  Fish. 

District. 

1890. 

1891. 

Finmarken,. 

13-7 

12.0 

Tromso  .. 

1-7 

1 -0 

Lofoten  . . 

30  0 

21-0 

Outer  Lofoten 

5-7 

3*6 

Nordland,  other  parts  of  . . 

0-8 

0-5 

Romsdal 

8-1 

6-3 

Other  districts 

3*4 

2-0 

Total 

63-4 

46-4 

By  the  middle  of  March  30,378  fishermen  were  engaged  in 
the  Lofoten  fisheries. 

Of  the  21,000,000  cod  taken  by  them,  about  19,000,000  were 
salted,  while  the  remainder  were  dried.  An  unusually  large 
quantity  of  cod  liver  oil  (medicinal)  was  obtained,  owing  to  the 
fish  yielding  much  liver.  On  the  other  hand,  very  little  roe  was 
produced,  prices  having  been  so  low  that  the  fishermen  did  not 
find  it  worth  their  while  to  attend  much  to  that  branch  of  industry. 
Owing  likewise  to  the  low  prices  for  train  oil,  it  was  deemed  more 
advantageous  to  produce  more  of  the  finest  quality  of  fish-oil. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  roe,  medicinal  cod- 
liver  oil,  and  train  oil  obtained  during  the  last  three  years  : — 


Year. 

Eoe. 

Medicinal  Oil. 

Train  Oil. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1889  .. 

19,5U0 

13,000 

14,500 

1890  

24,000 

16,700 

37,500 

1891 

19,500 

18,200 

14,000 

Outer  Lofoten. 


Finmarken 

cappillan 

fishery. 


General 

results. 


Total  value, 


Herring 

fishery. 


Fat  herring. 


The  fishing  in  the  Outer  Lofoten  and  Vesteraalen  waters  was 
greatly  hindered  by  storms  during  the  best  part  of  the  season.  In 
the  other  portions  of  Nordland,  and  in  the  Tromso  district,  the 
results  were  somewhat  better.  The  total  take  for  those  three 
districts  amounted  to  about  5,000,000  fish,  against  8,000,000  fish 
in  the  previous  years. 

The  cappillan  fishery  in  Finmarken  was  comparatively  good, 
especially  in  East  Finmarken,  the  total  take  amounting  to 
12,000,000  fish,  against  an  average  of  13,250,000  fish  during  the 
previous  10  years.  5,000,000  fish  were  dried  and  the  rest  salted. 

The  number  of  hands  engaged  in  the  fisheries  has,  during  the 
last  five  years,  apparently  increased  from  about  79,O00  men  to 
89,300  men,  but  the  value  of  the  produce  has  not  grown  in 
proportion. 

The  apparent  increase  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  in  the 
Nordland  and  Finmarken  fisheries  the  men  that  take  part  in  the 
one  fishery  take  also  part  in  the  other,  and  that  they  are  thus 
counted  twice  over. 

The  total  value  of  the  cod  fisheries  in  1891  is  estimated  as  being 
somewhat  over  805,500/.,  against  an  average  of  694,500/.  in  the 
preceding  five  years. 

The  average  price  per  100  complete  fish  with  head,  liver, 
and  roe)  was  about  1/.  15^.  2d,,  against  1/.  2s.  6d.  in  the  previous 
year.  The  prices  for  roe  were  lower  than  usual,  having  varied 
from  8s.  lie/,  to  17s.  Oc/.  per  hectolitre,  whilst  liver  fetched 
13s.  4c/.  to  l5s.  Id.  per  hectolitre  in  Nordland  and  7s.  9c/.  to  8s.  11c/. 
in  Finmarken. 

The  so-called  spring  herring  fishery  on  the  Avest  coast  of 
Norway  was  carried  on  from  the  north  part  of  the  Jedern  district 
to  beyond  Stat,  and  as  far  as  Sondmore.  It  commenced  in  the 
middle  of  January  and  ended  towards  the  end  of  March.  The 
total  take  along  that  portion  of  the  coast  amounted  to  about 
19,500  tons. 

The  herrings  were  mostly  large  and  fine,  and  the  greater  part 
were  salted  for  export,  only  a small  quantity  being  retained  fresh 
for  the  purpose  of  being  smoked.  The  value  is  estimated  at  about 
39,000/. 

The  fat  herring  fishery  yielded  a poor  return.  In  the 
prefecture  of  Tromso  about  9,000  barrels  were  obtained,  and  in 
the  prefectures  of  Bergen  and  Romsdalen  combined  about  4,500. 
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Large  quantities  were  taken  in  Namdalen  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Trondhjem,  the  total  take  of  the  herrings  in  question 
amounting  to  about  400,000  barrels,  which  is  far  below  the  aver- 
age. Prices  in  general  were  even  and  good. 

The  winter  herring  fishery  commenced  in  the  Smaalenene  Winter 
district  at  the  end  of  October,  and  spread  rapidly  and  extensively ; 
so  that  by  the  middle  of  November  it  was  carried  on  from  the 
Swedish  boundary  to  the  Naze.  It  terminated  in  the  middle  of 
December,  having  yielded  a total  value  of  about  63,000/. 

The  sprat  and  small  herring  fishery  was  much  less  pro-  Sprat  and 
ductive  than  usual,  and  prices  rose  considerably ; the  preserved 
sorts,  under  the  denomination  of  “ anchovies and  ‘^spiced 
herrings,”  obtaining  about  double  the  price  of  the  previous  year. 

The  demand  abroad  for  salt  herrings  was  brisk  and,  on  the 
whole,  good  prices  were  realised,  although  at  the  end  of  the  year 
a fall  took  place  which  inflicted  considerable  loss  on  merchants 
who  had  paid  high  prices  for  the  fish  at  tlie  stations. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  exported  during  1891  ^grrln^^s, 
and  the  previous  two  years : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Fat  Herrings. 

Other  Sorts. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1889  

99,788 

5,680 

1890  

62,145 

20,813 

1891  

48,489 

20,992 

The  American  market  took  considerably  more  herrings  than 
in  previous  years,  and  there  appears  to  be  a growing  demand  for 
split  herrings,  a new  description,  consisting  of  open,  cleaned  fish, 
with  heads  and  tails  removed. 


The  following  general  review  of  Norwegian  shipping  and 
navigation  has  also  been  abstracted  and  translated  from  a local 
newspaper : — 


“ Shipping  and  Navigation, 

‘‘During  the  year  1891  Norwegian  shipping  suffered  in  a c-an  freights, 
great  degree  from  the  lowness  of  freights,  which,  after  falling 
very  considerably  in  1890,  declined  still  further  during  the  course 
of  1891. 

“In  the  spring  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  more  than  ISs.  to 
186*.  6r/.  London  for  floorings,  and  1/.  2s.  to  1/.  2s.  6(/.  to  Liver- 
pool, while  1/.  and  1/.  Is.  was  all  that  could  be  obtained  per  cubic 
fathom  of  splitwood  to  London. 

“ The  Baltic  freights  opened  at  very  low  rates  and  fell  still 
further  as  the  season  advanced.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
(1430)  B 
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year  splitwood  to  London  from  the  lower  ports  in  the  Gulf  of 
Bothnia  brought  only  1/.  12s.  to  1/.  I5s.  per  cubic  fathom,  a rate 
which  prevailed  generally  throughout  the  year.  It  was  next  to 
impossible  for  large  vessels  to  obtain  a cargo  of  planks,  such 
being  taken  almost  exclusively  by  steamers  chartered  to  load  at 
several  places.  Sailing  ships  were,  however,  more  generally 
prepared  for  floorings,  which  are  liable  to  rougher  treatment  and 
consequent  damage  when  loaded  and  discharged  from  steamers. 
Large  vessels  unsuited  to  the  American  trade  were  compelled  to 
seek  cargoes  of  splitwood  from  the  Baltic,  this  having  a lowering 
tendency  on  freights  from  those  parts. 

^‘Freights  of  1/.  3.s.  and  I/.  4<d.  were  paid  for  planks  from  the 
lower  ports  in  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia  to  coal  ports  on  the  east  coast 
of  Great  Britain,  and  a trifle  more  for  logs  and  spars ; to  the 
Bristol  Channel  ports  \l.  7s.  to  11.  10**.;  Cardiff  and  other  ports 
at  proportional  rates. 

^‘The  freights  to  French  ports  were  also  extremely  low: 
thus,  from  the  lower  ports  in  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia  to  Dieppe, 
planks  35  fr.  to  36  fr. ; Honfleur,  36  fr.  to  37  fr. ; logs  to  Calais 
38  fr.  to  40  fr. ; to  Bordeaux,  50  fr.  to  52  fr. 

“The  rates  to  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Mediterranean  were 
quite  unusually  low. 

“From  Swedish  ports  to  Barcelona,  68  pesetas  to  70  pesetas  ; 
Carthagena,  63  pesetas  to  64  pesetas ; Lisbon,  52  pesetas  to 
55  pesetas ; Santander,  48  pesetas  to  50  pesetas ; all  for  sawn 
timber,  with  2s.  ^d.  freight  for  deck  cargoes,  and  2 per  cent, 
address  commission  (except  to  ports  in  Northern  Spain). 

“The  White  Sea  freights  fell  correspondingly  with  the  others, 
and  nothing  was  gained  in  that  trade. 

“ Canada  freights  were  also  bad.  During  the  spring  21.  2s.  6d. 
to  21.  5s.  for  planks,  for  large  vessels;  175.  to  I85.  per  load  for 
logs  to  the  Clyde  or  Liverpool,  and  from  the  lower  St.  Lawrence 
it  was  often  difficult  to  obtain  21.  a freight,  as  low  as  that  of  an 
average  Baltic  freight  some  years  ago.  A slight  increase  on 
those  prices  was  subsequently  obtained.  Pitch  pine  freights  had 
fallen  very  considerably  towards  the  close  of  1890,  and  opened  in 
1891  with  a maximum  of  5/.  for  sawn  timber  and  \l.  12s.  per 
load  for  hewn  timber  from  Pensacola  for  middle-sized  vessels  to 
the  United  Kingdom  or  Continent.  From  Ship  Island  and  other 
places  it  was  soon  impossible  to  obtain  this,  and  vessels  were 
subsequently  chartered  at  4/.  7s.  6<7.  for  sawn  timber  to  the 
United  Kingdom.  A considerable  rise  on  this  rate  took  place 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  but  subsequently  declined. 

“ Long  sea  freights  were  somewhat  better,  especially  for  large 
iron  and  steel  vessels.  Thus,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
21.  3s.  ^d.  to  2L  5s.  was  obtained  from  San  Francisco  to  the 
Continent,  21.  65.  dd.  from  Portland,  and  2l.  2s.  6d.  from  Tacoma 
per  ton  wheat ; and  3/.  to  3^.  5s.  for  lumber  from  Puget  Sound  to 
Australian  ports. 

“ From  Norway  and  Sweden,  however,  freights  for  floorings 
fell  as  low  as  they  possibly  could,  even  to  21.  15s.  per  standard 
from  the  east  coast  of  Norway'  to  Sydney. 
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Other  freights,  such  as  ice,  petroleum,  salt,  turpentine,  and 
resin  were  abnormally  low,  and  it  is  many  years  since  the  shipping 
trade  has  been  so  greatly  depressed. 

Most  of  the  insurance  companies  having  lost  heavily  on 
sailing  vessels,  were  obliged  to  demand  additional  premiums,  the 
result  being  that  many  vessels  did  not  pay  their  expenses.  The 
look-out  for  the  immediate  future  was  equally  desponding, 
when  late  in  the  year  some  shipowners  chartered  their  vessels  to 
load  at  21.  IO5.  from  Quebec  to  London  and  other  ports,  thereby 
preventing  the  chance  of  better  freights  being  obtainable  for  the 
first  voyages  in  1892. 

The  low  freights  which  generally  prevailed,  caused  by  an  Steam 
over-production  of  steam  tonnage  during  the  previous  years, 
seriously  affected  the  gains  of  the  Norwegian  steam  fleet,  which 
consists  chiefly  of  small  or  moderate-sized  vessels.  For  some 
time  homeward  freights  from  India,  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  were  favourable,  but  they  fell,  and  outward 
freights  being,  on  the  other  hand,  very  low,  profits  were  reduced 
considerably.  In  such  a condition  of  trade  it  is  but  large,  newly- 
built  steamers  that  can  yield  any  great  pecuniary  advantage. 

The  medium-sized  steam  vessels  which,  owing  to  the  Russian 
prohibition  of  the  export  of  grain,  were  thrown  out  of  the  Black 
Sea  traffic,  were  placed  on  the  Atlantic  trade,  and  for  a month 
or  two  obtained  fair  rates,  but  these  were  unable  to  counterbalance 
the  low  freights  that  subsequently  prevailed.  On  the  whole,  it 
may  be  said  that  sufficient  was  earned  to  cover  the  working  ex- 
penses and  to  yield  a small  rate  of  interest,  while  in  some  few 
instances  a little  was  written  off  the  depreciation  account. 

“ At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1891  the  Norwegian  mercantile  Mercantile 
fleet  consisted  of  6,760  sailing  vessels,  of  1,502,584  tons,  and  672  steam  fleet, 
steamers  of  an  aggregate  burden  of  203,115  tons.  The  steam 
tonnage  acquired  in  1891  was  about  25  per  cent,  (or  about  26,300 
tons)  less  than  the  corresponding  addition  in  1890,  but  the 
difference  between  the  steam  tonnage  produced  in  the  country 
and  that  purchased  abroad  was  more  favourable  to  Norwegian 
industry. 

The  principal  Norwegian  shipbuilding  works  turned  out  some 
fine  vessels.  The  Laxevaag  Company,  Bergen,  launched  the 
“ Drot,”  of  4,l00  tons  D.W.,  and  the  Nordman,”  of  4,600  tons 
D.W.,  the  latter  being  the  largest  steamer  hitherto  built  in*  the 
country.  The  Bergen  Engineering  Works  launched  five  cargo 
boats  of  500  to  1,000  tons  d.w.,  and  another  firm  four  wooden 
steamers  of  600  to  900  tons  d.w.  The  Akers  Works  at 
Christiania  placed  eight  steamers  on  the  water  and  furnished  12 
sets  of  engines.  Tonsberg  added  three  large  new  steamers  of 
3,n00  tons  to  4,000  tons  d.w.  to  its  fleet.  These  were  purchased 
abroad. 

‘‘  The  total  purchases  were  as  follows  : — 
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Shipbuilding. 


Sales. 


Losseg. 


Clearances 
inwards  and 
outwards. 


Vessels  Purchased  Abroad. 


Description. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Number  of 

Y essels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Wooden.. 

2 

234 

89 

66,700 

Iron 

10 

6,528 

2 

1,669 

Steel  

13 

10,484 

14 

18,450 

Total 

25 

17,246 

i 

i 105 

! 

76,819 

“ At  tlie  close  of  1891,  24  iron  or  steel  and  3 wooden  steamers 
(8,830  tons  D.w.)  were  in  course  of  construction  in  Norway,  as 
well  as  40  sailing  vessels  (18,460  tons),  of  which  4 were  of  steel, 
and  respectively  of  1,850,  1,740,  730,  and  730  tons. 

“ One  wooden  steamer  of  312  tons  was  sold  out  of  the  country, 
as  well  as  12  wooden  sailing  vessels  (4,598  tons)  and  one  steel 
ship  (320  tons). 

“ During  the  past  year  the  losses  were : — 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Description. 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons.  i 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Wooden., 

7 

2,217 

174 

64,308 

Iron 

10 

6.747 

• • 

Steel  

2 

1,297 

•• 

’* 

Total 

19 

10,261 

174 

64,308 

These  are  shown  in  the  following  tables  : — 


Keturn  of  Clearances  Inwards  and  Outwards  at  Norwegian  Ports. 
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Shipping 

trade  with 

Great 

Britain. 

General 

observations. 


In  1891  the  total  tonnage  of  vessels  that  came  to  Norway  from 
Great  Britain  am.1  Ireland  amounted  to  2,064,754  tons,  and  that 
from  Norway  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  1,732,632  tons. 

Notwithstanding  that  sailing  vessels  (exceptfor  long  voyages), 
and  wooden  ships  in  particular,  are  being  more  and  more  dis- 
carded by  other  maritime  nations,  they  have  been  held  to  with 
great  tenacity  by  the  Norwegians,  whose  wooden  sailing  fleet  is 
now  almost  as  great  as  that  of  all  other  countries  combined. 
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Trade  of  Christiania. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed  returns  that  the  value  both 
of  the  imports  and  exports  of  Christiania  was  slightly  larger  in 
1891  than  in  1890. 

The  relative  position  of  Christiania  in  the  foreign  trade  of 
Norway  is  stated  as  follows  by  the  Statistical  Bureau  : — 


A. — Impobts. 


- . 

Per  Cent,  of  Value. 

Ports. 

1890. 

1891. 

Christiania . . 

50-80 

49-73 

Bergen 

15-80 

19-01 

Trondhjem . . 

7-70 

6-75 

Other  ports. . 

25-70 

24-51 

B.— Exports. 

! Per  Cent,  of  Value. 

Ports. 

1890. 

1891. 

Christiania . . 

25-10 

26-09 

Bergen 

16-50 

15-37 

Trondhjem.. 

6 -40 

i 5-61 

Other  ports. . 

. 

52-00 

52-93 

1 

C. — Total 

Imports 

AND  Exports. 

Per  Cent. 

of  Value. 

Ports. 

1890. 

1891. 

Christiania . . 

40-90 

41-01 

Bergen  . . 

16-10 

17-67 

Trondhjem  . . 

7-20 

6 33 

Other  ports. . 

. 

35-80 

34  -99 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Christiania  during 
the  Years  1890-91. 


Number, 

Articles. 

1890. 

1 1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

1 

Cereals  and  meal 

96,718 

615,360 

93,366 

812,430 

2 

Meat,  salted 

4,682 

91,090 

4,033 

82,920 

3 

Bacon 

6,650 

210,940 

5,487 

177,100 

4 

Sugar 

9,741 

177,020 

10,562 

183,230 

f) 

Syrup  and  molasses 

2,725 

25,730 

3,442 

30,600 

i! 

Coffee 

4,987 

457,140 

4,879 

406,580 

7 

Tea  

38 

4,480 

34 

4,020 

8 

Salt 

8,592 

7,860 

10,257 

8,580 

9 

Tobacco,  in  leaf  

1,113 

81,060 

1,179 

l,392t 

90,370 

10 

Wine,  in  cask  

934* * * § 

70.130 

101,070 

11 

Alcohol,  brandy,  &e 

332t 

33,050 

346§ 

38,480 

12 

Cotton — 

Eaw  ...  ...  

2,147 

115,700 

1,953 

94,389 

13 

Yam  

880 

816 

... 

14 

Goods  

1,225 

1,179 

15 

Wool— 

• Kaw  

361 

50,170 

327 

41,840 

16 

Yarn  

368 

339 

17 

Goods  

950 

925 

... 

18 

Jute,  flax,  hemp,  &c. — 

Raw  

1,938 

43,240 

2,974 

62,830 

19 

Yarn  

193 

277 

20 

Cordage  

442 

17,130 

410 

15,690 

21 

Other  goods  

623 

697 

22 

Silk  goods  

40 

30 

23 

Colours  and  paints 

3,235 

S9,e00 

.3,084 

4o!630 

24 

Paper  hangings,  &c 

2,946 

78,970 

3,682 

84,440 

25 

Petroleum,  paraffin,  &c. 

7,403 

57,360 

6,874 

45,830 

26 

Oils,  other,  varnishes,  &c. 
Machinery  and  locomotives 

3,548 

4,594 

27 

129’ 850 

141 JIO 

28 

„ agricultural  

7,310 

14,830 

29 

„ other,  and  parts  of  ... 

... 

122,540 

126,880 

30 

Metals,  raw,  and  half  manu- 
factured— 

Pig  iron  

9,451 

29,700 

11,492 

34,480 

31 

Steel  

2,131 

33,250 

1,607 

23,200 

32 

Rod  and  hoop  iron,  <fcc.. 

11,907 

99,220 

22,079 

159,460 

33 

Iron  plates  

5,337 

50,340 

7,224 

70,220 

34 

Copper,  zinc,  lead,  and  tin, 
raw  and  worked  

1,619 

2,115 

35 

Iron,  manufactured— 

Rails  

3,102 

20,680 

2,812 

17,180 

36 

Wire,  steel,  and  iron  

1,656 

20,670 

1,504 

16,700 

37 

Nails,  bolts,  &c 

871 

13,060 

601 

8,350 

38 

Tools  and  instruments 

598 

43,190 

692 

42,750 

38 

Pipes,  &c.,  forged  

838 

12,570  \ 

2,025 

40 

,,  cast 

904 

5.020/ 

... 

41 

Anchors  and  chains  

423 

6,340 

877 

5,650 

42 

Coals,  cinders,  and  coke  ... 

335,933 

223,950 

389,642 

248,940 

Total 

... 

5,888,500 

6,162,100 

* Plus  33.120  imperial  gallons  in  bottles, 

t „ 3.630 

t ,,  39,160  ,,  „ 

§ „ 4.640  ,.  „ 

II  The  official  returns  do  not  give  separately  the  values  left  blank  in  this  table. 

Note.— The  figures  for  1890  have  been  taken  from  the  official  returns,  published  after  the 
tran.smission  of  the  annual  Consular  report  for  that  year,  which  was  based,  in  this  respect,  on 
statistics  supplied  unofficially  by  the  customs. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Christiania 
during  the  Years  1890-91. 


1890. 

1891. 

Number. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

1 

Fresh  fish  (salmon)  

Herrings — 

Itsl 

15,100 

161 

12,070 

2 

Fresh  

2,8.00 

10.440 

5,975 

24,900 

3 

* Smoked  

1,410 

14;i00 

880 

9,780 

4 

Salted  

3,007 

18,830 

2,873 

17,800 

5 

Cod  and  other  fish,  salted  and 

dried  

327 

3,960 

481 

.5,840 

6 

Butter,  Norwegian 

89 

8,900 

149 

15,730 

7 

„ margarine 

1,270 

70,660 

1,916 

117,090 

8 

Milk,  condensed  

2,679 

111,670 

2,781 

118,960 

9 

Oats 

1,111 

6,170 

4,602 

28,100 

10 

Skins,  seals 

244 

13,600 

290 

19,330 

11 

,,  and  hides,  other  

599 

50,160 

436 

48,850 

12 

Timber  

91,000 

169,380 

^ r 

95,130 

177,940 

13 

Wood'pulp,  dry  

9,066* 

9,274** 

14 

15 

„ 

„ cellulose,  dry  

31,460t 

9,857t 

1 204,900  j 

00 

o 

!>►  CO 

f^^cT 

<N 

C 184,470 

16 

M ,,  wet  

6,73.3§ 

5,60S§§ 

) 

17 

Matches  

4,863 

108,060 

4,650 

108,500 

18 

Paper,  packing  

6,312 

1,33811 

64,920 

6,944 

81,010 

19 

„ boards  of  wood-pulp 

11,330 

832 

6.910 

20 

Ice  

68,732^ 

15,270 

63,000 

9,100 

21 

Stone,  hewn 

4,639 

3,860 

2,538 

2,538 

22 

Nails,  horse-shoe  

5,470 

136,7.50 

6,106 

152,650 

23 

,,  other 

4,162 

46,240 

3,528 

35,250 

Total  

1,830,600 

... 

1,890,130 

* Tons  register— 18,000  cubic  metres, 
t Of  which  5, <214  tons,  Swedish. 
t „ 7,634 


!I 

^ Tons  register. 

**  Of  which  5,895  tons,  Swedith. 
5.307 
817 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Christiania  during  the 

Year  1891. 


tt 

tt 

s§ 


Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

10 

3,881 

126 

136,177 

136 

140,058 

Norwegian 

601 

164,619 

686 

328,357 

1,287 

492,076 

Swedish  

137 

3,750 

285 

83,4.54 

422 

87,204 

Danish  

173 

10,682 

177 

183,307 

3.50 

193,989 

German  

32 

5,145 

26 

9,646 

58 

14,791 

Dutch  

39 

5,166 

39 

5,166 

French  

2 

125 

2 

125 

Russian  

3 

678 

1,842 

6 

2,520 

Total  

997 

194,046 

i 1,303 

742,783 

2,300 

936,829 
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Clbabkd. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

8 

3,560 

123 

134,667 

131 

138,227 

Norwegian 

405 

109,958 

179 

94,104 

584 

204,062 

Swedish  

107 

2,524 

261 

76,735 

368 

79,259 

Danish  

134 

8,475 

174 

182,265 

308 

190,740 

German  

26 

5,060 

18 

7,108 

44 

12,168 

Dutch  

10 

1,697 

10 

1,697 

French  

2 

126 

2 

125 

Busslan  

3 

678 

"2 

C456 

5 

2,134 

Total  

695 

132,077 

767 

496,385 

1,462 

628,412 

Vice-Consular  Reports, 


Arendal. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Kallevig  reports  as  follows  : — 
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Tetal 

Value  of 

Cargoes. 

««  : 

•3  « 

a)  o 

3 bo 
« §! 

>o 

««  ; ; 

5 

“c 

( CO 

"o 

•3  S ^ 

£ 

;z 

■ 1 
|u 

o ' 
H 

¥ 

E 2 

rotal. 

423 

511 

O 

Total. 

: 

<3> 

a 

a 

In 

Ballast. 

bo 

. 

f— H 

QO 

rs 

I 

I 

H .. 

? 

In 

Ballast. 

; 

ri 

With 

Cargoei 

423 

511 

934 

5 

• 

. 1 

<o 

.92 

1 

With 

Cargoes. 

1 

w 

s 

> 

Total. 

M 

r< 

a 

c 

1 

'o 

o 

fl  ^ 

03 

C« 

i 

*3 

ss 

a> 

o 

o 

'*?4 

a 

3 

5z! 

With 

Cargoes. 

C4 

c 

o 

u 

< 

.i 

.■2 

> 

u 

<ii 

pO 

a 

In 

Ballast 

: 

g 

o 

.3 

b-S-S 

o 

o 

'lo 

1 

■K> 

Jz; 

13 

o 

H 

With 
! Cargoes. 

1 

i3.a 

3 §, 

rs 

1 

|l 

; England 
j France 

; Total 

Q> 

-M 

bC 

.9 

'IS 

8 

e 

1 

1 

Total 
'alue  of 
argoes.  j 

_ _ __  1 

<♦*  : 

<o 

•cd 

.S 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

1 

: : 

P-o 

X 

o 

00 

a> 

CO  O 

Q-i 

9^ 

(/2 

?S 

3 

“o 

a £ 
go 
iz; 

00 

C4 

^to 

1 

H 

a " 

go 

!z; 

.?£ 

3 

o 

CO  ^ 

934 

CO 

<s 

*43 

•S 

6 

*c 

pq 

"o 

1 

cJ 

Total. 

1 

3 

3 

3 

O 

In 

Ballast. 

SP 

Tj<  m 

934 

P? 

P 

'S 

1 

fl 

a 

o 

H 

In 

Ballast. 

'a 

'd. 

u 

£ 

With 

Cargoes. 

: : 

: 

P 

Pi 

s 

3 

H 

With 

Cargoes. 

n 

15 

aa 

Total, 

C4 

a> 

> 

13 

*© 

(.1 

0) 

fl  ^ 
^ 13 
W 

*3 

«Q 

CD 

0) 

t> 

.s 

H 

a 

3 

:z5 

With 

Cargoes. 

; . 

Q 

. 

•h 

a 

pa 

In 

Balias 

1 

2 -o' 

^ s 

1 

5z; 

3 

o 

H 

I 

With 

Cargoes. 

1 . 

1 

1 

1 

o 

Norway 

England 

Total 
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NORWAY. 


Trade. 


]\Ioney 

market. 


High  prices. 


Fisheries. 


Bergen  (Vice-Consul  Janson). 

. The  trade  of  Bergen,  which  is  chiefly  in  shipping  and  in  the 
products  of  the  flsheries,  has  of  late  years  been  in  a state  of  rapid 
development. 

Although  the  money  market  is  at  present  pretty  hard,  and 
the  discount  rate  consequently  high,  it  cannot  be  considered  as 
owing  to  unfavourable  trade  relations,  but  rather  as  the  result  of 
forced  building  speculations.  These  demand  much  capital,  which 
is  likewise  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  large  amount  of  grain 
purchased  for  the  supply  of  this  market,  and  shipping  has  of  late 
yielded  but  insignificant  returns. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  depression  will  come  to  an  end  at  the 
termination  of  the  Lofoten  fishing  season, 'and  we  look  forward 
longingly  for  an  easier  money  market  and  lower  discounts. 

It  has  been  a steady  feature  with  respect  to  the  export  trade 
of  1891  that  prices  have  been  extremely  high,  whilst  the  supply 
has  been  only  about  that  of  an  average  year.  This  was  the 
reason  of  the  high  prices,  and  in  the  course  of  the  last  half  of  the 
year  also  caused  them  again  to  fall. 

The  total  quantity  of  our  fisheries  in  Lofoten,  Finmarken,and 
Komsdal  is  estimated  at  45,000,000  of  cod,  of  which  35,000,000 
were  prepared  as  split  cod,  and  11,000,000  as  round  fish,  as 
against  60,000,000  in  the  preceding  year — 44,000,000  split  cod 
and  16,000,000  round  fish.  8 kroner  to  8 kroner  50  ore  per  40  lb. 
was  paid  forsplitcod,  but  the  prices  subsequently  fell,  partly  in  con- 
sequence of  the  good  fishing  in  Newfoundland,  and  partly  in  con- 
sequence of  great  competition  in  the  Portuguese  and  South 
Spanish  markets,  combined  with  the  falling  rate  of  exchange  for 
Portuguese  and  Spanish  money.  Round  fish  fetched  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season  12  kroner  for  the  finest  sorts,  but  in 
autumn  the  prices  of  the  finer  qualities  fell  considerably,  causing 
the  coarser  qualities,  especially  “ Italian  assortment,”  to  be  sold 
at  full  prices.  The  supply  is  now  exhausted. 

Fish  oil  was,  at  the  fall  of  the  year,  held  at  relatively  high 
prices  ; the  limited  results  of  the  Lofoten  fishing  caused  in  April 
a still  further  advance,  viz.,  52  kroner  for  raw  medicinal  oil, 
48  kroner  for  white,  45  kroner  for  brown-white,  and  32  kroner 
for  brown  oil.  But  as  later  arrivals  came  into  the  market  the 
prices  gradually  fell,  and  are  now  noted  at  44  kroner  for  raw 
medicinal  oil,  37  kroner  for  white,  35  kroner  for  brown-white,  and 
28  kroner  for  brown  oil.  The  produce  of  the  fisheries  for  the 
year  was  only  45,800  barrels,  as  against  80,000  barrels  in  the 
preceding  year.  It  was  also  distinctly  seen  this  year  that  prices 
in  foreign  markets  are  not  dependent  alone  on  our  fisheries. 

Fish-roe  fetched  high  prices  in  the  spring,  notwithstanding 
the  large  stocks  left  in  store  in  France  from  last  year.  Prices 
commenced  at  25  kroner  per  barrel,  but  fall  occurred  in 
August,  and  at  present  a price  of  about  21  kroner  only  can  be 
noted.  The  export  from  Bergen  was  27,000  barrels,  as  against 
65,000  last  year. 

The  produce  of  the  herring  fisheries  was  about  equal  to  that 


Herring. 
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of  an  average  year,  and  the  prices  were  higher  than  usual.  The 
spring  herring  fishery  gave  a result  of  180,000  barrels,  as  against 

185.000  barrels  in  the  preceding  year;  and  of  fat  herrings 
fsummer  herrings)  there  were  salted  450,000  barrels,  as  against 

350.000  barrels  last  year,  but  in  this  an  unusually  large  quantity 
of  small  herrings  were  included. 

In  the  eastern  part  of  Norway,  from  Arendal  to  the  Swedish 
frontier,  an  unusually  rich  herring  fishery  (Storsild)  occurred  in 
November  and  December — 150,000  barrels  were  secured.  The 
export  from  this  city  of  all  kinds  or  herrings  amounted  to  only 

230.000  barrels,  as  against  280,000  barrels  last  year. 

The  prices  of  salt,  especially  Trapani,  were  unusually  low,  gait, 
having  been  down  to  2 kroner  per  barrel.  The  importers  have 
had  no  profit  on  this  article  this  year ; at  present  it  is  noted  at 
2 kroner  40  ore  per  barrel. 

Large  quantities  of  grain  were  imported  in  consequence  of  Grain, 
the  unfavourable  crop  in  Europe  and  the  Kussian  ukase  forbidding 
export.  The  prices  rose  from  12  kroner  per  barrel  for  rye  and 
11  kroner  per  barrel  for  barley,  to  20  kroner  and  17  kroner. 

Our  importers  have  done  unusually  good  business.  The  difference 
in  prices  for  grain  to  this  country  amounts  to  22,000,000  kroner 
(1,222,000/.). 

The  depressed  condition  of  the  freight  market,  which  still  Freight*, 
continued  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year,  has  manifested  no 
change  for  the  better  in  the  course  of  1891. 

The  results  for  our  shipping  have  been  particularly  bad,  except  Shippiag. 
in  the  case  of  the  large  new  vessels,  which  have  given  satisfactory 
returns. 

The  steam  fleet  of  Bergen  at  the  fall  of  the  year  consisted  of 
180  ships,  with  an  aggregate  burthen  of  150,000  register  tons. 

Seven  steamships,  with  a total  tonnage  of  8,800  register  tons, 
are  being  built  mostly  in  British  yards  for  Bergen  shipowners. 

As  regards  agricultural  produce,  well-made  Norwegian  butter  Agriculture, 
is  beginning  to  find  a market  in  England.  Very  few  sheep  have 
been  exported  to  Great  Britain  this  year.  It  was  seen  that  the 
purchasers  had  only  small  profits  from  the  particular  breed  ex- 
perimented with ; greater  Aveight  and  better  condition  are 
required  in  order  to  obtain  quick  and  ready  sales. 

As  usual  British  steamers  brought  large  cargoes  of  grain 
from  the  Black  Sea.  38  vessels,  of  about  3,000  tons  burthen  each, 
have  been  employed  in  this  trade. 

Large  quantities  of  general  goods,  coals,  and  iron  Avere  as 
usual  imported.  The  tourist  traffic  to  Norway  has  increased 
considerably  on  both  British  and  Norwegian  routes,  and  there 
is  every  appearance  of  its  still  further  development. 

The  rate  of  discount  in  our  money  market  commenced  at  4^ 

])er  cent,  to  4 per  cent.,  but  has  gradually  advanced  as  high  as 
()  per  cent,,  which  is  at  present  the  current  rate.  This  Avill 
certainly  prove  of  considerable  disadvantage  to  those  who  require 
loans  for  the  equipment  of  boats  destined  for  the  Lofoten 
fisheries. 
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IfcETURN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Bergen  during 
the  Years  1890-91. 


Country. 

Quantity. 

1891. 

1890. 

Brandy  . . 

Tons. 

64 

Tons. 

80 

Hops 

. , 

10 

18 

Hardware 

17 

79 

Coffee  . . 

926 

1,138 

Barley 

29,098 

39,492 

Wheat 

69 

8,221 

Maize 

* , 

325 

1,618 

75,141 

Rye 

52,588 

Fleur 

6,001 

7,026 

Rice 

480 

590 

Salt 

30,676 

39,640 

Coals 

139,535 

147,330 

Su^ar 

2,472 

2,810 

Molasses  .. 

1,955 

3,607 

Tea 

18 

20 

Wines 

339 

441 

Tobacco  . . 

•• 

239 

254 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Bergen  during 
the  Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1890. 

1891. 

Herrings,  salted 

Tons  . . 

33,415 

26,989 

„ kippered 

146 

118 

„ fresh 

5)  • • • • 

255 

972 

Cod-fish,  salted 

75 

121 

Cod-oil 

8,457 

5,471 

Fish- roe 

9f  • • • • 

7,558 

3,202 

„ dried  . . 

9,299 

8,257 

„ split  . . 

,,  • « • • 

18,448 

14,653 

„ fresh 

„ .. 

292 

250 

Game . . 

• £ 

V * • • * 

13 

23 

Skins,  hides  . . 

99  • • • • 

365 

241 

Bones. . 

• • • 

168 

, . 

Lobsters 

N umber 

60,077 

46,016 

Wood-pulp  .. 

Tons  . . 

862 

761 

Ore 

,, 

361 

635 

CHRISTIANIA, 
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NORWAY. 


Trade. 


Herrings. 


Bodo  (Vice-Consul  Jentoft). 

The  trade  between  England  and  tins  port  has  been  of  about 
the  same  extent  as  in  previous  years.  Coals  are  brought  here  in 
steamers  direct,  and  manufactured  goods  via  southern  towns  in 
coasting  steamers. 

The  herring  fishery  has  been  failing  and  the  quality  of  fish 
inferior.  Scarcely  any  profits  have  been  obtained. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bodci  during  the  Year 

1891. 


! Silling. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

i 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

British  

8 

7,348 

8 

7,348 

German  

5 

2,685 

.5 

2,6S5 

Norwegian 

’3 

667 

1 2 

1,012 

5 

1,679 

Danish  

1 

423 

1 

423 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

3 

667 

IG 

11,468 

19 

12,135 

preceding  ... 

2 

480 

20 

12,486 

22 

12,966 

Note.— One  ship  cleared  with  500  tons  of  copper  ore  from  Fincidet  to  llelsinghorg 


Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  Bodo  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1890-91. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Import?. 

1890. 

■ 

1891. 

, 

1890. 

1891. 

£ 1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

England 

. . i 

. . 

12,500 

10,100 

Germany 

18,500  1 

6,625 

1,400 

1,200 

Spain  . . 

••  1 

• • 

2,000 

1,600 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Bodo  during  the 
Years  1890-91 . 


Articles. 

1890. 

1801. 

; Quantity. 

Value. 

1 

j Quantity. 

j Value. 

Herrings  

Cod-liver  oil  

Fish 

i Barrels  ... 

Kilos. 

11,000 

2,300 

£ 

15,000 

3,500 

3,426 

450 

51,300 

£ 

5,200 

625 

800 

Total  

... 

... 

18,500 

6,626 
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31 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Bodo  during  the 

Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Coals 

25,000 

12,500 

15,300 

9,980 

Salt  .. 

2,000 

2,000 

1,420 

1,420 

Manufactured  goods  . . 

•• 

1,400 

•• 

1,500 

Total 

•• 

15,900 

•• 

12,900 

Brevig  (Vice-Consul  Larsen). 

The  port  of  Brevig  has  been  visited  during  1891  by  48 
British  vessels,  of,  in  all,  15,397  register  tons,  showing  a 
decrease  of  3 vessels,  of  832  register  tons,  compared  with  1890. 

The  port  of  Langesund  has  been  visited  by  9 vessels  with  a 
total  burthen  of  2,863  register  tons,  of  which  only  4,  of  711 
register  tons,  in  all,  loaded  in  the  district. 

As  in  previous  years  the  chief  articles  of  export  have  been  ice 
and  wood,  and  from  Langesund  great  quantities  of  herrings.  This 
fishery  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  was  better  than  during  any 
of  the  preceding  years,  and  great  quantities  found  a good  market 
in  England. 

The  direct  imports  from  England  consisted  chiefly  of  coals, 
quantity  about  1,200  tons. 

There  is  no  perceptible  change  in  the  consumption  of  British 
manufactures. 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Langesund  during  the 

Year  1891. 


Entered, 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

8 

i 2,712 

1 

141 

9 

2,853 

Norwegian 

53 

18,568 

• •• 

53 

18,568 

Danish  

8 

704 

8 

704 

Swedish  

7 

7 

58 

Eussian  

1 

183 

... 

1 

183 

Total  

77 

22,225 

1 

Ml 

78 

22,366 

(1430) 


o 


Wood. 

Paper. 

Fisheries. 
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Cleabed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British  

3 

570 

1 

141 

4 

711 

Norwegian 

43 

11,858 

1 

298 

44 

12,156 

Danish  

8 

704 

8 

704 

Swedish  

Russian  

9 

89 

9 

89 

Total  

63 

13,221 

2 

439 

65 

13,660 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Brevig  during  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

48 

15,397 

48 

15,397 

Norwegian 

175 

45,821 

856 

177 

46,677 

Danish  

8 

1,645 

8 

1,645 

Swedish  

3 

41 

3 

41 

French  

2 

262 

2 

262 

Total  

236 

63,166 

2 

856 

238 

64,022 

Cleared. 


Nationality. 

Sailing.  Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

48 

15,397  1 

48 

15,897 

Norwegian 

178 

46,933  1 2 

856 

180 

47,789 

Danish  

8 

1,645  1 

8 

1,645 

Swedish 

3 

41  ' 

3 

41 

French  

2 

262  1 

2 

262 

Total  

239 

64,278  2 

856 

241 

65,134 

Christiansand,  S.  (Vice-Consul  Reinhardt). 

li^The  prices  for  sawn  deals  and  pit-props  continued  low  during 
the  year  1891.  Still  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  export  of 
these  goods  from  Christiansand  to  Great  Britain  as  compared 
with  the  year  1890.  The  prices  for  wood-pulp  have  continued  to 
be  low,  and  there  has  been  a considerable  falling-off  in  the  total 
export.  The  export  to  Great  Britain  has,  however,  only  fallen 
about  700  tons.  Prices  for  paper  kept  up  better,  and  the  export 
has  increased. 

The  salmon  fishing  and  mackerel  fishing  was  better  in  1891 
than  the  year  before,  and  the  quantities  sliipped  for  the  English 
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market  considerably  larger.  The  export  of  salted  mackerel  and 
herrings  continues,  and  these  goods  go  almost  exclusively  to  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Freights  were  low  during  the  year  and  shipowners  have  made  Steamers 
very  small  profits.  There  is  a growing  tendency  to  go  in  for  iron  preferred  to 
vessels  and  steamers  instead  of  wooden  ships.  sailing  ships 

The  harvest  in  this  district  was  not  satisfactory.  The  Crops, 
quantity  of  hay  was  not  inconsiderable,  but  the  quality,  owing  to 
the  rainy  weather  during  the  harvest  time,  was  not  good.  The 
grain  crops  were  deficient  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality  and 
the  potato  crop  poor. 


Table  showing  the  Total  Export  of  the  most  important  Articles 
from  Christiansand  in  the  Year  1891. 


Articles, 

Total 

Quantity. 

Of  which 
Exported  to 
Great  Britain. 

Sawn  deals — 

Above  r.he  length  of  19  decimetres. . 

Cub.  metres 

37,025 

4,009 

Below  „ „ • 

2,642 

2,190 

Pit-props  and  timber — 

Above  the  length  of  19  decimetres. . 

25,506 

20,105 

Below  „ „ « . • 

10,594 

10,428 

Wood-pulp 

Tons 

6,995 

4,865 

Paper  . , 

•> 

1,673 

1,412 

Beer 

Litres 

5,834 

5,339 

Nickel  . . . . . . . . . . 

Tons 

85 

85 

Salmon  (fresh)  . . 

Kilos. 

151,486 

67,454 

Lobsters  (live)  .. 

Number  .. 

196,181 

; 12,600 

Mackerel  (fresh) 

• • 

307,420  1 

1 116,920 

Herrings  „ 

Kilos. 

97,990 

49,920 

Mackerel  (salted) 

Barrels 

4,053 

327 

Herrings  „ 

772 

20 

C 2 


(1430> 


Return  of  British  Shippino-  at  the  Port  of  Christiansand  in  the  Year  18hl. 


34 


NORWAY. 


Total 

Value  of 

Cargoes. 

««  : 

1 

Total 

Number  ol 
Crews.  1 

1 

3,042 

0? 

t/3 

Total. 

1 

115,991  i 

ri 

o 

s 

CD 

03 

a 

o 

H 

o 

In 

Ballast, 

1,122 

Cc 

5 

H 

With 

Cargoes. 

114,869 

"S 

CO 

% 

CO 

CO 

Total. 

CO 

5^ 

Pq 

O 

o 

;h 

I <a> 

In 

Ballast. 

- 

i << 

1 3 

o 

i ^ 

With 

Cargoes. 

133 

Co 

Total  1 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

; 

‘ I'otal  i 

Number  of 
Crews. 

3,009 

Ol 

1 ^ 

I O 

1 H 

CO 

*o 

! - 

Entered. 

fciD 

n 

fl 

C 

H 

3 

o 

In 

Ballast. 

H 

With 

Cargoes. 

113,956 

Total. 

132 

o 

fH 

0) 

1 

' a 

3 

3 

o 

H 

In 

Ballast. 

1 

1 : 

i ' 

1 

j 

With  1 
Cargoes,  i 

1 

132 
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Christiansund,  N,  (Vice-Consul  Parelius). 

The  trade  of  this  port  has  been  about  the  same  as  in  the  Trade, 
preceding  year,  the  traffic  between  England  and  here  having  been 
maintained  by  two  lines  of  steamers — Wilson’s  line  and  the 
Norwegian  line — to  Newcastle. 

The  chief  articles  of  export  are  dried  cod-fish,  about  22,580  Exports : 
tonS;  of  which  about  2,260  tons  were  shipped  by  the  Wilson  line ; Driedcod-fish 
pickled  herrings  (about  90,000  barrels) ; fish  manures  (about  . 

2,200  tons  fish  guano),  and  cod  oils.  fish  manures. 

The  chief  articles  of  import  are  salt  and  coals.  ^ Imports: 

The  import  of  coals  is  still  increasing  and  shows  about  14,600 
tons  against  11,000  tons  the  year  before.  All  coals  are  obtained 
from  Great  Britain. 

The  import  of  this  article  amounted  to  20,400  tons  against  Salt. 

20,000  tons  in  the  year  before. 

An  English  joint  stock  company,  Scandinavia,  Limited,”  Enterprise, 
established  in  London,  has  commenced  business  in  this  district. 

The  purpose  for  which  it  was  established  is  to  produce  oil  and 
guano  from  fish.  A few  shares  have  been  sold  here. 

A combined  Fisheries  and  Tourist  Exhibition  was  held  Exhibition, 
here  in  July  and  August,  1892. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Christian sund,  N.,  during 

the  Year  1891. 


Entered. 


i 

Steam.  | 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality.  | 

j 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

48 

39,121 

1 

80 

49 

89,201 

Norwegian j 

176 

101,5.13 

' 16 

2,661 

192 

104,194 

Other  nations  ...1 

37 

14,029 

3 

670 

40 

14,699 

Total  j 

261 

154,683 

20 

3,411 

281 

158,094 

Cleared. 


1 

Nationality. 

Steam. 

S.ailing. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

52 

41,272 

52 

41,272 

Norwegian 

175 

1 88,535 

”'6 

1,169 

181 

89,704 

Other  nations 

37 

15,601 

3 

669 

40 

16,270 

Total  

j 264 

j 145,408 

9 

1,838 

273 

147,246 
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Trade. 

Wood. 


Return  of’  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Christiansund,  N.,  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Dried  cod  fish  (about) . . 
Cod-oils,  roe,  fish 

22,684 

487,700 

26,380 

495,000 

manures 

1 2,232 

27,500 

3,200 

40,700 

Herrings 

1 14,060 

62,500 

10,800 

60,300 

Total  . . 

j 88,876 

577,700 

40,380 

1 596,000 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Christiansund,  N., 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Corn,  rye,  barley 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

(about)  ' . . 

143 

1,350 

200 

1,100 

Colonial  produce 

312 

6,390 

300 

11,000 

Salt  

20,400 

13,700 

20,000 

12,800 

Coals 

14,640 

12,000 

11,000 

5,200 

• Total 

35,495 

33,440 

1,600 

30,100 

Custom-Housk  Receipts, 


1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

Import  duty  . . 

•• 

•• 

16,245 

18,078 

Drammen  (Vice-Consul  Gram). 

A smaller  trade  has  been  done  in  this  district  during  1891 
than  for  some  years  past. 

Prices  have  ruled  low,  and  profits  have  been  merely  nominal. 

The  export  of  wood  has  been  decreasing  considerably,  but  on 
account  of  the  unusually  small  supply  of  logs  obtained  in  1891 
the  stocks  left  on  hand  were  very  small. 

The  export  is  still  increasing,  but  prices,  both  for  mechanical 
and  chemical  pulp,  are  very  low. 


Wood-pulp. 
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The  import  of  coals  from  Great  Britain  has  again  increased  British  goods, 
considerably. 

Freights  have  ruled  extremely  low  during  the  whole  year,  and  Freights, 
there  is  no  prospect  of  improvement.  ‘ 

In  spite  of  this,  some  new  ships  have  been  purchaiied  in  Great 
Britain,  but  very  few  old  British  wooden  vessels  have  been 
bought. 

The  channel  was  kept  open  for  navigation  by  an  ice-breaking  Navigation, 
steamer  during  the  whole  winter,  and  Drammcn  may  now  safely 
be  considered  an  open  port  all  the  year  round. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Drammen  during  the 

Year  1891. 


Enteeed, 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

3 

571 

10 

8,285 

13 

8,856 

Norwegian 

258 

65,958 

86 

30,582 

344 

96,540 

German  

1.5 

2,526 

7 

3,556 

22 

6,082 

Dutch  

10 

2,007 

10 

2,007 

French  

Swedish  

"'2 

],'480 

13 

4,245 

15 

5,725 

Danish  

10 

2,015 

10 

2,015 

Russian  

4 

1,373 

4 

1,373 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

302 

75,930 

116 

46,668 

418  • 

. 122,598 

preceding 

331 

82,239 

161 

65,872 

492 

148,111 

Cleabed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

4 

696 

18 

1.5,481 

22 

16,177 

Norwegian 

297 

85,947 

269 

131,309 

566 

217,256 

German  

13 

3,620 

10 

4,300 

23 

7,920 

Dutch  

12 

2,667 

12 

2,667 

French  

Danish  

"7 

l”,631 

‘"2 

"512 

”'9 

2,143 

Swedish  

4 

1,716 

31 

10,334 

35 

12,0.50 

Russian  

3 

854 

3 

854 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

340 

97,131 

330 

161,936 

670 

259,067 

preceding 

432 

107,578 

332 

143,748 

764 

251,326 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Drammen  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


1891. 


1890. 


Articles. 


Beer 

Ice 

Wood  goods 
Wood-pulp  (dry)  ... 

,,  (wet)  ... 
Chemical  pulp  (dry) 
„ (wet) 

Copper  ore 

Paper  


Total 


Gallons 

Tons 


Tons 

Gallons 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

4,831 

95,462 

3,021 

83,303 

830 

3,682 

90 

1,583 

1 

I- Unknown. 

1 

2,676 

8,138 

106,245 

2,857 

79,356 

660 

2,017 

226 

270 

1 

1 

' unknown 

192,802 

1 

199,769 

2,676 

... 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Drammen 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Iron 

1,586 

921 

. . 

Coal,  coke,  and  cinders 

54,788 

38,340 

. . 

Machinery 

•• 

1,940 

13,860 

Total  . . 

•• 

1,940 

1 

•• 

13,860 

Heturn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Drammen  in  the  Year  1891. 

Direct  Trade  in  British  VesseU  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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NORWAY. 


Trade. 


Drohak  (Consular- A gent  A.  Lehmann), 


ilETUiiN  of  all  bhipping  at  the  Port  of  Drobak  during  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

89 

1 

89 

Other  nations 

235 

60,000 

'*27 

8,*ioo 

262 

68,100 

Total  

236 

60,089 

27 

8,100 

263 

68,189 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons 

British  

1 

89 

1 

89 

Other  nations 

188 

46,186 

"27 

8,'ioo 

215 

54,286 

Total 

189 

46,275 

27 

8,100 

216 

54,375 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Drobak  during 
the  Year  1 891. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Timber 

4,482 

Ice  . . 

49,012 

Hd  (hay) 

792 

•• 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Drobak  during 
tlie  Year  1891. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Glycerine 

Tons  .. 

70 

£ 

Coals 

1,955 

. . 

Saltpetre 

» * • • • 

130 

. . 

Sulphuric  acid  . . 

Kilos... 

157,885 

1 

Egersund  (Vice-Consul  Puntervold). 

, British  trade  at  this  port  last  year  was  about  the  same  as  in 
1890,  mackerel  and  salmon  being  exported  by  special  Norwegian 
'steamers  as  usual. 
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At  the  custom-house  45  sailing  vessels  and  1 steamer  (of  these  Shipping. 
11  in  ballast)  were  cleared  from  Great  Britain  ; 22^  sailing  vessels 
and  6 steamers  left  for  England,  the  sailing  vessels  in  ballast. 

Only  2 English  vessels  visited  the  port,  having  been  wind-bound. 

Eight  British  fishing-smacks  were  bought  during  the  autumn, 
niore  especially  for  the  mackerel  fishing  with  hook ; the  produce 
was  exported  to  North  America.  Last  year  this  kind  of  mackerel 
fishing  seemed  increasing.  Norwegian  as  well  as  Swedish  vessels 
are  taking  part  in  it. 

These  consisted  chiefly  of  coal  and  clay  from  England,  and  Imports, 
flint  from  France,  for  the  potteries.  The  exports  consisted  chiefly  Exports, 
of  fish. 

A new  woollen  cloth  manufactory,  driven  by  water,  has  been 
put  up  at  the  place  during  the  year. 

Tourists  visited  the  district  in  about  the  same  numbers  as  in 
the  preceding  year. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Egersund  and 
Soggendal  during  the  Year  1891. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

■ £ 

Mackerel  in  ice 

Number 

763,915 

5,450 

Salmon  „ • • 

Lbs 

40,718 

1,150 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Egersund  during 
the  Year  1891. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

A^alue. 

Tons. 

£ 

Coal  

.5,636 

4,650 

Flint 

183 

100 

Pottery  clay 

1,097 

1,320 

Farsund  (Vice-Consul  P.  Sundt). 

Fewer  mackerel  and  lobsters  were  caught  this  year  than  in  Fisheries. 
1890,  and  the  supply  of  both  seems  decreasing. 

The  export  of  mackerel  to  the  United  States  of  America  Mackerel, 
showed  a considerable  increase,  especially  of  the  fish  caught 
between  June  1 and  July  15,  but  as  these  are  not  so  large  and  fat 
as- those  taken  in  the  months  of  August  and  September,  they  did 
not  yield  large  profits. 

The  past  season  is  one  of  the  best  this  district  has  had  for  Salmon 
salmon  ; from  the  beginning  the  supply  was  plentiful. 
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Freights. 

Shipping. 

Agriculture. 


Freights  last  year  were  very  low,  and  probably  some  ship- 
owners lost  money. 

Four  ships  were  lost,  but  as  eight  ships  were  purchased  the 
gross  tonnage  shows  an  increase  of  2,102  register  tons. 

Crops  were  only  middling,  but  prices  rose,  so  that  farmers  have 
had  a fairly  good  year. 


Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Farsund  during 
the  Year  1891. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Mackerel  (in  ice)  ... 

Lbs. 

400,000 

1,550 

720,000 

2,560 

Salmon  

44,000 

1,467 

24,500 

800 

Trout  

>> 

6,000 

125 

5,500 

120 

Lobsters,  living  ... 

Number  ... 

40,000 

1,665 

45,000 

1,300 

Fish  roe  

Barrels  ... 

I 150 

240 

460 

640 

Mackerel  (lalt) 

Sup.  feet ... 

1,200 

2,400 

410 

1,190 

Staves  

150.000 

180 

80,000 

150 

Total  ... 

... 

7,627 

... 

6,760 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Farsund  during  the 

Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Coals  . . . . . » 

2,050 

1,435 

1,750 

1,140 

Grain  . . 

I 650 

7,200 

620 

4,030 

Salt  

250 

280 

180 

226 

Other  articles  . . 

•• 

7,000 

•• 

7,500 

Total 

! 

15,915 

•• 

12,895 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  Farsund  and  Imported  to  Farsund  from  and  to 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 

O o 


Country. 

1 

Export  1 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . . 

3,765 

3,200 

2,635 

2,450 

Norway . . 

450 

410 

10,200 

7,200 

France  . . 

240 

640 

450 

450 

Germany 

72 

220 

2,500 

2,600 

Denmark 

1,000 

1,100 

. . 

. . 

United  States  -of 

America 

2,100 

1 

1,190 

Other  countries 

•• 

•• 

1 *130 

*195' 

Total 

7,627 

6,760 

15,915 

12,895 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Farsund  during  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


1 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

! Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

... 

Norwegian 

'20 

6,917 

”50 

35,450 

*70 

42,367 

Other  countries  ... 

2 

616 

2 

616 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

22 

7,533 

50 

35,450 

1 

72 

42,983 

i 

84 

41,718 

Cleared. 


1 

i 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

Norwegian 

Other  countries  ... 

‘11 

3,’444 

*50 

35,‘450 

*61 

39,894 

Total  

11 

3,444 

50 

35,450 

61 

38,894 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

... 

83 

34,268 
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Flekkefjord  (Vice-Consul  Eyde). 

In  the  first  part  of  the  year  business  was  carried  on  briskly 
enough,  but  declined  considerably  during  the  last  months  of  the 
season,  and  closed  very  dull. 

Freights  have  shown  a downward  tendency  almost  every  where  Shipping, 
for  our  sailing  vessels,  and  the  year  closed  with  some  loss  to  our 
shipowners. 

This  port  has  little  steam  tonnage,  but  what  there  is  has  been 
of  advantage  to  it. 

No  direct  trade  from  or  to  Great  Britain  has  been  carried  on  British  trade, 
in  British  vessels  this  year. 

The  tanning  nf  raw  ox-hides  from  Brazil  is  our  chief  industry.  Tanneries. 
The  owners  had  not  such  good  profits  as  last  year,  owing  to  lov^er 
prices.  The  said  profits  may,  perhaps,  be  estimated  at  about  8 
per  cent.  In  all  12,000  raw  hides  were  imported  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  via  Antwerp  and  Hamburg.  The  tanned  leather  was  sold 
mostly  to  Sweden,  at  the  rate  of  about  Is.  ?>d.  per  lb. 

This  trade  was  more  animated  than  last  year,  and  prices  were  Barrels  and 
well  maintained.  In  all  about  100,000  barrels  were  manufactured  staves, 
during  the  year,  of  which  15,000  were  sold  to  Sweden,  and  the 
remainder  went  to  the  south  coast  of  Norway.  Prices  varied  from 
\l.  to  \l.  5s.  per  dozen. 

The  catch  of  salmon  was  better  than  last  year — 70,000  lbs.  Fisheries: 
against  30,000  lbs.  They  were  mostly  shipped  to  England  in  Salmon, 
ice,  partly  direct  and  partly  via  Farsund.  The  prices  paid  to  the 
fishermen  were  nearly  the  same  as  last  year — lOt^.  per  pound  for 
salniori  of  at  least  6 lbs.  weight,  and  6d.  per  pound  for  smaller 
sizes. 

The  catch  of  mackerel  was  664,000,  against  635,000  last  year.  Mackerel 
The  greater  part  was  shipped  to  England  in  ice  from  here,  and 
some  via  Christiansand,  S.,  and  Farsund.  The  price  paid  to  the 
fishermen  was  175.  Sd.  per  100. 

The  catch  of  lobsters  was  this  year  a failure,  being  only  4,000.  Lobsters, 
The  fishermen  were  paid  Sd.  per  lobster  measuring  at  least 
8 inches. 

The  Aaensire  Salmon  Fishery  Company  succeeded  this  year  Salmon 
in  hatching  1,650,000  fry,  against  550,000  fry  last  year.  hatching. 

The  River  Kvina  is  still  leased  by  an  English  gentleman,  and  Sport, 
it  continues  to  yield  good  sport. 
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Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Flekkefjord 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tanned  leather 

Tons 

128 

£ 

17,300 

151 

£ 

20,200 

Mackerel  in  ice 

,, 

120 

1,400 

120 

1,400 

Salmon  ,, 

,, 

11 

750 

7 

470 

Other  fish  „ 

1 

40 

7 

280 

Lobsters 

Number  ... 

2,600 

120 

5,750 

230 

Herrings  

Tons 

100 

900 

167 

1,500 

Ptarmigans’ 

... 

2 

200 

Empty  barrels 

Number  ... 

15,064 

1,260 

9]561 

'"800 

Other  articles 

600 

600 

Total 

22,570 

25,480 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Flekkefjord  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Yalue.  ■ 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Saw  hides 

286 

9,000 

133 

6,500 

Cotton  and 

woollen 

. 

goods . . 

8 

2,290 

7 

2,000 

Coals  . . 

1,250 

960 

912 

700 

Hardware 

8 

280 

29 

1,000 

Salt 

409 

65 

, , 

. . 

Oak  bark 

281 

1,540 

650 

3,000 

Other  articles  . 

•• 

1,000 

•• 

800 

Total 

•• 

15,135 

•• 

14,780 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  Flekkefjord  to  and  from  other  Countries 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

i 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1 

1891. 

^ 1890. 

1 

1891. 

• 1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . . 

2,660 

2,500 

2,500 

1 3,000 

Brazil  . . 

. . 

. . 

9,000 

6,600 

Sweden  . . 

19,000 

21,800 

2,000 

3,000 

Germany 

450 

800 

1,200 

1,900 

Spain  . . 

. . 

. . 

65 

. . 

Other  countries 

440 

380 

370 

380 

Total  . . 

22,540 

25,480 

15,135 

14,780 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Flekkefjord  during  the 

Year  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
' Vessels. 

Tons. 

Norwegian 

28 

4,480 

9 

1,945 

37 

6,425 

Swedish.  

13 

284 

2 

832 

15 

1,116 

Danish  

1 

46 

1 

46 

French  

1 

104 

... 

1 

104 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

43 

4,914 

11 

2,777 

54 

7,691 

preceding 

62 

1 6,231 

11 

2,279 

73 

8,510 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Norwegian 

43 

4,723 

8 

1,546 

51 

6,269 

Swedish  

14 

301 

2 

832 

16 

1,133 

Danish  

1 

46 

1 

46 

French  

1 

104 

1 

104 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

59 

5,174 

10 

2,378 

69 

7,552 

54 

5,157 

186 

55 

6,343 

(1430) 


D 
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Timber  trade. 

Wood-pulp. 

Matches. 
Cotton  mills. 

Granite. 

Marble. 

Fisheries. 


Fredrihhald  (Vice-Consul  Gedde). 

The  export  of  wood  in  1891  was  about  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  flooring^’  prices  have  been  rather  lower,  but  deals 
3 inch  by  9 inch  obtained  favourable  prices  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  large  quantities  were  shipped  to  France. 

The  local  pulp-mills  produced  about  1.100  tons.  Prices  have 
been  slightly  improved. 

Halden’s  Tasndstiksfabrik  produced  6,200  cases  of  matches. 

Haldens  Cotton-spinning  Factory  has  worked  330  tons  of  raw 
cotton.  Trade  has  been  dull. 

Granite  has  been  in  brisk  demand,  and  the  works  have  had 
sufficient  to  do. 

The  large  new  marble  factory,  ‘‘Fagernsee  M armorfabrik,”  is 
ready  It  is  intended  to  work  Norwegian  marble  from  Lofoten, 
where  the  owner,  Mr.  Chr.  Anker,  has  very  extensive  “ marble 
beds.”  The  quality  of  this  marble  is  excellent,  and  of  different 
colours. 

The  herring  fisheries  have  been  very  good,  and  the  quality 
better  than  in  the  previous  year.  Fish  curers  paid  such  high 
prices  that  their  profits  will  be  insignificant. 

Shipping  gave  results  equally  unfavourable. 


Shipping. 


Return  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Fredrikshald  in  the  Year  1891. 

DireU  Trodt  in  British  VesseU/ram  and  to  Ortat  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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Total 

Value  of 

Cargoes. 

' 

<o 

kO 

Total 

Number  of 

Crews. 

CO 

Total,  j 

1,266 

!leared. 

be 

a 

a 

3 

In 

Ballast. 

w 

i ^ 

With 

Cargoes. 

1 

1 CD 

1 CD 

«Q 

Total. 

- 

> 

o 

<D 

a 

s 

In 

Ballast. 

!zh 

With 

Cargoes. 

i 

1 ^ 

Total 
Value  of 
Cargoes. 

1 

««  ; 

||s 

H S 

CJO 

55 

g. 

1 1 

Total.  1 

1 1 

1 

1 

s 

H 

3 ' 

o 

In 

1 Ballast,  j 

H 

With 

Cargoes. 

: 

1 

Total. 

: 

O 

!• 

In 

Ballast. 

: 

3 

m 

S o 

: 

(1430) 


Valua 

of 

Cargoea 

•a  : 

: 

Number 

of 

Crews. 

: 

j Tonnage.  j 

Total. 

In 

Ballast. 

With 

Cargoes. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Total. 

1 

In 

Ballast. 

With 

Cargoes. 

: 

Countries  to 
which  Departed. 

Nil 

Total 

Value 

of  1 

Cargoes. 

: ; 

O 

to 

Number 

of 

Crews. 

D)  00  CO 

CO 

Total. 

277 
369  1 

620  j 

1,266 

4) 

Ut 

1 

1 

1 

In 

Balias 

0>  O 1 
00  CD  M 

^«>co 

1,176 

i 

1 

With 

Cargoes. 

o : : 

o 

o 

1 

m 

1 

Total. 

CO  CO  *"( 

O 

S 

.o 

In 

Ballast. 

W CO  I-H 

CO 

I 

tZ5 

With 

Cargoes. 

- : : 

- 

Countries  whence 

• 

•£ 

◄ 

1 

Germany 

Denmark... 
Sweden  

Total 

D 2 
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Fredrikstad  (Vice-Consul  Thiis). 


Export  of 
wood. 


138  British  ships,  with  an  aggregate  burthen  of  20,406  tons, 
have  visited  Fredrikstad  in  1891.  The  tonnage  is  considerably 
smaller  than  in  the  previous  year,  owing  to  the  Australian  trade 
having  lately  fallen  off  considerably. 

This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  overstock  in  1890,  when  much  more 
than  actual  requirements  were  shipped. 

The  export  of  wood  from  here  in  1891  was  as  follows:—^ 


Description. 

1 Cubic  Metres. 

Floorings  .. 

1 270,774 

Sawn  wood . . 

1 86,715 

Round  „ . . 

I 31,667 

Firewood  and  staves  

66,626 

Total 

455,782 

Effects  of 

smaller 

production. 

Felspar. 

Mining. 


Good  profits 
from  fishery. 


Paper  pulp, 
and  condensed 
milk. 


Against  427,861  cubic  metres  in  the  previous  year.  Prices, 
which  ruled  very  low  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  improved 
during  the  summer;  and  they  have  still  kept  up,  no  doubt  on 
account  of  a considerably  smaller  production  having  taken  place. 

About  1,900  tons  of  felspar  were  shipped,  but  the  prices 
came  down  considerably,  owing  to  a large  production.  Lately, 
however,  the  greater  part  of  the  mines  have  left  off  working,  as 
the  small  price  did  not  leave  any  profits.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  price  will  soon  improve,  and  more  work  be  done  in  the  mines. 

The  herring  fishery  was  very  good  from  October  to  January, 
and- it  commenced  a month  earlier  than  usual;  it  has  left  all 
connected  with  it  a good  deal  of  i)rofil,  especially  the  poorer 
classes  who,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  have  difficulty  in  finding- 
employment. 

At  Sarpsborg  no  British  ships  were  entered  last  year. 

The  Kellner  Parkington  Paper  Pulp  Companj^,  Limited,  and 
the  Anglo-Scandinavian  Condensed  Milk  Company,  Limited,  both 
of  which  -were  mentioned  in  the  report  for  last  year,  have 
commenced  operations.  As  yet,  however,  no  paper  pulp  has  been 
shipped.  The  produce  which  has  been  manufactured  has  hitherto 
been  forwarded  by  rail  to  Christiania,  but  it  is  expected  that 
durhm  the  summer  the  Wilson  line  of  steamers  will  call  here  now 
and  then  for  the  purpose  of  taking  it  away. 


Keturn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Fredrikstad  in  the  Year  1891. 
DiA'ect  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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Total 

Value  of 

Cargoes. 

£ 

52,176 

Total 

Number  of 
Crews. 

CO 

CO 

Total. 

<S 

Cleared. 

ed 

fi 

fl 

o 

In 

Ballast. 

H 

With 

Cargoes. 

16,717 

CQ 

' > 

Total. 

CO 

CO 

o 

u 

4> 

a 

In 

Ballast. 

3 

o 

With 

Cargoes. 

n 

Total 
Value  of 
Cargoes. 

««  : 

Total 

Number  of 
Crews. 

107 

Total,  j 

1 

1 

6,525 

Entered. 

to 

c3 

d 

§ 

H 

1 

In 

Ballast. 

5,528 

H 

With 

Cargoes. 

SS 

Total. 

lO 

*o 

u 

V 

,o 

1 

1 

In 

Ballast. 

3 

H 

1 

With 

Cargoes. 
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Bad  year. 
Fisheries. 

Spring  cod 
ishery. 

Pollack. 


Hay. 


Sealing. 


Sharks. 
Rye  meal. 


Bad  season. 


Hammerfsst  (Acting  Vice-Consul  Klykken). 

1891  has  been  a bad  year  in  every  -way  for  the  inhabitants  of 
West  Finmarken. 

The  take  of  fish  was  bad,  the  summer  cold,  corn  was  high 
priced,  and  the  fishermen  and  merchants  suffered  losses  on  fish 
and  oil  which  made  the  past  season  disastrous  to  all  concerned. 
The  spring  cod  fishery  also  gave  poor  results,  partly  because  there 
were  few  fish,  but  chiefly  on  account  of  the  stormy  weather  which 
prevailed  during  the  whole  fishery  season. 

Few  of  the  fishermen  could  earn  sufficient  to  cover  their 
losses. 

The  pollack  fishery  was  still  worse  on  account  of  the  coldness 
of  the  summer. 

As  the  annual  amount  of  meal  supplied  to  the  fishermen 
depends  upon  the  success  of  this  particular  fishery,  few  fishermen 
obtained  enough  meal  for  a winter  existence ; and  in  . some 
districts  the  communal  authorities  will  be  obliged  to  lend  the 
population  a helping  hand. 

The  hay  crop  was  about  one-half  that  of  an  average  year ; the 
summer  was  so  cold  that  the  crop  would  not  grow,  and  rainy 
weather  in  autumn  reduced  the  quality  of  the  little  that  was  pro- 
duced. 

In  consequence  of  this  it  was  necessary  to  slaughter  a good 
many  cattle. 

The  seal  and  walrus  hunting  gave  very  bad  results ; with  few 
exceptions  losses  of  a more  or  less  severe  character  were 
sustained.  This  is  mainly  attributable  to  the  stormy  weather 
which  prevailed  throughout  the  whole  summer  in  the  Arctic 
regions.  There  were  many  seals,  but  it  was  not  possible  to  put 
boats  into  the  water. 

I The  shark  fishery  gave  good  results,  but  is  of  very  little 
importance. 

The  import  of  rye  meal  was  about  half  that  of  an  average  year. 
Most  of  the  vessels  had  not  a sufficient  quantity  to  give  in 
exchange  for  a cargo  of  salt  fish,  and  were  in  consequence 
obliged  to  sail  with  half  cargoes.  The  price  of  salt  fish  at  Arch- 
angel was  at  first  low,  but  the  last  cargoes  sold  well.  Last 
summer  was  the  worst  season  within  the  memory  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Finmarken.  There  were  no  potatoes,  and  there  was  but 
little  grass ; yet  it  is  hoped  that  the  winter  will  pass  away  with- 
out any  distress  arising,  unless,  perhans  it  should  be  in  some  parts 
of  Ostfinmarken. 

The  supply  of  rye  meal  in  the  hands  of  the  merchants  is  con- 
sidered sufficient  for  the  winter. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Hammerfest  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Dry  fish. . 

1,550 

40,000 

2,768 

50,000 

Salt  fish. . 

2,862 

16,000 

3,241 

20,000 

Oil  

1,250  ! 

26,000  i 

i 2,050 

41,000 

Guano  . . 

112 

600 

4.22 

. 2,000 

Other  articles  . . 

1 7,800 

! 5,000 

Total 

5,774 

90,400 

8,481 

! 

j 118,000 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Hammerfest  durin 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Coals 

9,100 

7,300 

7,400 

5,750 

Salt  

2,150 

1,500 

2,130 

1,470 

Meal 

1,100 

17,000 

1,800 

13,000 

Sugar  . . 

60 

2,550 

40 

1,800 

Coflfee  . . 

20 

1,800 

Timber  and  deals 

’*60 

*850 

60 

700 

Other  articles  . . 

•• 

3,000 

•• 

2,500 

Total  . . 

12,470 

32,900 

11,460 

27,020 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Hammerfest  in  the  Year 

1891. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons, 

British  

2 

684 

3 

2,405 

6 

3.089 

Norwegian 

10 

2,756 

51 

28,934 

61 

31,690 

Russian  

54* 

3,776 

54 

3,776 

German  

1 

694 

1 

694 

Swedish  

’*’2 

663 

2 

663 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

68 

7,879 

65 

32,033 

123 

39,912 

84 

7,690 

61 

1 

33,445 

145 

41,085 
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Herrings. 


Good  prices. 


Mackerel. 


Salmon. 


General  trade. 


Cleabed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

2 

684 

3 

2,405 

5 

3,089 

Norwegian... 

18 

6,099 

59 

33,478 

77 

38,577 

Kussian  

54 

3,776 

54 

3,776 

German  

1 

'”1 

"694 

1 

694 

Swedish  

”2 

663 

... 

2 

663 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

76 

10,222 

63 

36,577 

139 

46,799 

91 

8,672 

70 

37,264 

161 

44,886 

Haugmmd  (Vice-Consul  Jacobsen). 

With  regard  to  the  spring  herring  fishery  the  catch  amounted 
10  about  160,000  hectolitres  (16,000  tons).  The  prices  varied 
from  7 kroner  60  ore  to  2 kroner  70  ore  per  hectolitre  (2  cwt.). 
Herrings  in  iee,  herrings  in  solution,  and  kippers  were  regularly 
shipped  to  England  during  the  season.  Most  of  the  herrings 
were  salted  and  exported  to  Sweden  and  Russia,  and  the  profits 
were  greater  than  for  many  years. 

The  fat  herring  fisheries  in  the  north  w'ere  equally  remunera- 
tive. Many  small  vessels  and  several  steamers  took  part  in  this 
fishery,  and  most  of  them  brought  home  several  cargoes. 

Eight  vessels  were  sent  to  Iceland  for  the  purpose  of  fishing 
herrings,  but  the  undertaking  proved  a total  failure. 

About  400  smacks  were  engaged  in  this  fishery  on  the  coast 
from  Haugesund  to  Bergen.  About  half  the  number  were 
stationed  here.  The  catch  amounted  to  about  8,500  barrels, 
value  about  25,000Z.,  or  an  average  of  about  65/.  2s.  2d.  for  each 
smack.  A few  of  the  smacks  were  English  property. 

The  salmon  fishery  was  good,  but  exporters  who  had  made 
contracts  with  the  fishermen  at  a fixed  price  for  the  whole  season 
lost  much  money,  owing  to  the  low  prices  in  the  English  market. 

Shipping  has  been  very  unremunerative. 

General  trade  was  good. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Haugesund  during 
the  Tears  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Salt  herrings,  in  barrels 

Tons 

19,612 

£ 

108,955 

14,474 

£ 

80,412 

Fresh  herrings,  in  solution  and 
ice ...  

... 

508 

2,825 

2,816 

12,101 

Kippers  

M ••• 

365 

6,089 

473 

8,600 

Pyrites  

14,849 

20,624 

20,832 

27,760 

Lobsters  

1 Number  ... 

12,834 

356 

16,263 

644 

Living  sheep  

Tons 

’i,’ioo 

218 

144 

Other  articles  

... 

... 

600 

Total  

... 

139,949 

130,061 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Haugesund  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity,  j 

y alue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Coal 

Tons 

14,925 

8,292 

13,145 

7,302 

Salt 

,, 

9,432 

11,000 

4,396 

5,095 

Canvas  (sail  cloth) 

13 

i!i17 

12 

1,091 

Metals 

62 

6,904 

30 

3,465 

Cotton  and  linen  goods 

16 

.5,593 

12 

5,228 

Willow  barrel-hoops  

Bundles  ... 

63,800 

2,293 

36,366 

1,156 

Other  articles  

50,162 

36,791 

Total  

85,361 

60,128 

Table  showing  llie  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Haugebund  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Countries. 

Es]  orts,’ 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890, 

1891. 

1890. 

England 

Other  countries 

£ 

10,270 

129,679 

£ 

i 15,450 

114,611 

£ 

25,968 
56,393  : 

£ 

15,964 

44,164 

Total  . . 

139,949 

1 

130,081 

1 

85,361  ! 

1 

60,128 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Haugesund  during  the 

Year  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

JMationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

53 

1 

63 

Norwegian 

105 

14,128 

i’is 

66,342 

238 

80,470 

Swedish  

1 

302 

10 

2,033 

i: 

2,335 

Dutch  

2 

908 

2 

908 

Danish  

1 

33 

1 

33 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

107 

14,483 

146 

69,316 

253 

83,799 

preceding 

... 

66,747 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

11 

10,416 

11 

10,416 

Norwegian 

i’47 

17,093 

134 

56,371 

281 

73,464 

Swedish  

1 

48 

23 

5,783 

24 

5,831 

Dutch  

10 

5,163 

10 

5,163 

Danish  

4 

1,707 

4 

1,707 

Total  

J48 

17,141 

182 

79,440 

330 

96,581 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

54,632 

Kragero  (Vice-Consul  H.  Larsen). 

The  past  year  has  not  given  satisfactory  results  with  regard  to 
the  trade  of  this  port.  The  prices  of  the  staple  articles,  wood  and 
ice,  have  been  almost  as  low  as  in  the  latter  part  of  1890; 
probably  still  lower.  The  exporters  did  not,  therefore,  make  any 
money  on  their  sales  last  year. 

The  export  trade  of  ice  has,  of  course,  been  dull.  Kragero 
had,  perhaps,  a larger  crop  of  the  good,  thick  ice  harvested  in  the 
winter  of  1890-91  than  any  other  port  in  this  country. 

For  the  coming  season  the  exporters  have  not  yet  (January  29) 
been  able  to  secure  any  ice-crop,  as  the  thickness,  on  account  of 
the  changeable  weather,  has  not  till  late  reached  more  than 
about  8 inches  to  10  inches.  The  quality  of  this  ice  is  not  satis- 
factory ; so  high,  prices  will  probably  be  paid  for  the  small  stock 
of  old  ice  still  on  hand. 

Shipowners  complain  that  the  freights  have  been  low  and 
falling  during  the  past  year. 

The  three  wood-pulp  manufactories  have  shipped  some 
thousand  tons  of  pulp,  but  the  prices  obtained  have  been  low  and 
unremunerative. 

No  failures  of  any  consequence  have  taken  place. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Kragero  during  the 
Year  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels, 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

Other  nations 

455 

85,oi()-85 

i’k 

46,793-83 

589 

131,804-68 

Total  

455 

85,010-85 

134 

46,793-83 

589 

131,804  68 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

j 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tont. 

British  

Other  nations 

457 

84,023-96 

134 

46,566-03 

sh 

130,589-99 

Total  

457 

84,023-96 

134 

46,566-03 

591 

130,589-99 

Keturn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Kragero  during 
the  Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Timber . , 

37,524 

70,000 

44,038 

85,000 

Ice 

72,170 

16,000 

52,893 

9,000 

Apatite . . 

7,366 

42,000 

2,809 

16,300 

Wood-pulp 

1,408 

2,500 

4,643 

7,500 

Felspar  . . 

5,620 

1,800 

1,580 

580 

Total 

•• 

132,300 

118,380 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Kragero  during 
the  Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

• 1890. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Coal 

3,613 

2,650 

, 3,638 

2,750 

Iron 

Salt 

*502 

400 

690 

550 

Total 

•• 

2,950 

3,300 
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Laurvig  and  Sanclejjord  (Vice-Consul  Dahm). 

The  general  trade  of  these  ports  has  continued  in  the  same  Trade. 
Inactive  state  as  in  the  previous  year. 

The  main  article  of  export  is  timber,  the  price  of  which,  Timber, 
especially  for  prepared  floorings,  went  low^er  than  ever  before. 

This  was  partly  owing  to  the  large  production-  here,  in  Sweden,  Effects  of  bad 
and  in  Finland,  and  partly  to  the  financial  difficulties  in  England  times  in  Great 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  This,  in  conjunction  with  the 
general  depression,  resulted  in  the  failure  of  some  leading  firms 
in  the  London  timber  trade.  From  the  autumn,  a gradual  im- 
provement set  in,  occasioned  by  the  Swedish  and  Finnish  shippers 
agreeing  to  limit  their  output,  and  Australians  again  coming  into 
the  market  as  buyers.  The  prospects  for  next  year  are  fairly 
good,  a decided  rise  in  prices  having  already  taken  place. 

The  freight  market  during  the  year  has  ruled  very  low,  giving 
little  if  any  profit  to  the  many  shipowners  of  the  district,  and 
there  are  no  signs  ol  any  speedy  Improvement. 

The  ports  were  visited  by  only  four  British  ships  in  1891,  Shipping, 
against  16  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  explained  by  the  change 
in  the  ice  business,  which  article  is  now  principally  sold  delivered 
in  England,  while  before  it  was  sold  free  on  board  and  taken 
away  in  British  ships.  Of  the  16  ships  entered  in  1890,  13 
loaded  ice.  Laurvig  is  open  all  the  year  round  except  in  very 
severe  winters,  when  it  may  be  closed  for  a few  weeks.  No 
British  ships  winter  in  this  district. 

There  is  a regular  line  of  steamers  belonging  to  the  Norwegian 
Company  “ Ostlloyd,’^  running  between  Tyne  Dock  and 
Laurvig,  with  Christiania  as  terminus,  once  every  week. 

434  ships,  with  a total  tonnage  of  126,462  tons,  were  entered 
from  abroad.  Of  these  299  were  sailing  ships,  with  a total 
tonnage  of  54,859  tons,  and  135  steamers,  with  a total  tonnage  of 
7 1,603  tons.  As  to  nationality  they  were — 250  Norwegian,  82 
Swedish,  69  Danish,  15  German,  12  Dutch,  3 English,  2 French, 
and  1 Finnish. 

In  1890  there  arrived  from  abroad  480  ships,  of  838,134  tons 
total  burthen. 

From  Laurvig  were  cleared  for  places  abroad  511  ships,  of  in 
all  148,903  tons.  Of  these  315  were  sailing  vessels,  of  51, .380  tons, 
and  196  steamers,  of  97,523  tons.  Their  nationality  was — 337 
Norwegian,  76  Swedish,  66  Danish,  15  German,  13  Dutch,  2 
English,  and  2 French. 

In  1890  there  were  cleared  for  ports  abroad  501  ships,  of 
128,134  tons. 

Wooden  goods  of  all  kinds  were  exported  to  the  amount  of  Exports. 
45,059  tons,  against  46,963  tons  in  1890.  Of  this  quantity 
4,819  tons  went  to  Australia,  against  3,663  tons  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  export  of  wood-pulp  has  increased  from  872  tons  in  1890 
to  3,165  tons  in  1891. 

The  export  of  ice  also  shows  an  increase  from  8,521  tons  in  improved 
1890  to  10,994  tons  in  1891.  trade. 
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Imports. 


Good  fisheries. 


Norwegian 
and  Scotch 
herrings. 


772  tons  of  granite  were  shipped,  against  210  tons  in  1890. 

The  principal  article  of  import  from  Great  Britain  in  1891,  as 
formerly,  was  coals.  14,900  tons  were  imported,  against  about 
10,000  tons  in  the  two  previous  years. 

Laurvig  and  the  neighbouring  coast  were,  during  the  end  of 
October  and  beginning  of  November,  visited  by  immense  shoals 
of  herrings,  apd  there  was  caught  a larger  quantity  than  in  any 
of  the  ])receding  10  years.  The  visits  of  the  herrings  are  very 
irregular,  so  the  population  was  badly  prepared  to  receive  them. 
Steamers,  however,  soon  brought  ready-made  barrels  and  salt, 
every  available  quay  accommodation  was  used,  and  good  profits 
were  realised,  as  well  as  by  the  men  actually  engaged  in  the 
fishing  (of  whom  comparatively  few  were  professional  fishermen) 
as  by  the  hands  occupied  with  salting  and  putting  the  fish  away 
in  ice.  In  fact,  it  was  a godsend  for  the  poorer  people  of 
the  town  and  the  surrounding  district.  There  was  in  all  ex- 
ported 1,120  tons,  besides  the  large  quantities  consumed  at 
home. 

The  principal  market  for  this  article  is  Hull.  The  herrings 
caught  here  are  not,  however,  considered  quite  so  good  as  those 
caught  on  the  Scotch  coast,  nor  do  they  command  the  same  price 
as  the  Scotch,  which  reach  the  smoking  houses  quite  fresh  only 
a couple  of  hours  after  being  caught. 

Arrangements  are  now  being  made  tD  be  better  prepared  if 
the  herrings  should  come  back  in  the  autumn  of  1892,  speculators 
hiring  store  rooms  and  wharfs,  and  the  fishermen  making  suit- 
able boats  and  nets,  and  securing  the  other  necessary 
implements. 


Trade  and 
commerce. 


Mines : 
Iron. 


Coal  and  clay. 


Fisheries, 


Fish  caught. 


Prices. 


02  NOliWAV. 

Lofoten  (Vice-Consul  liouquette). 

In  the  export  and  import  returns  there  is  a decided  falling- 
ofF  both  in  the  quantities  and  values  as  compared  with  1890. 
The  carrying  trade  is  being  done  more  and  more  by  foreign 
vessels,  to  the  exclusion  of  British. 

In  OstncTsfjord  iron  ore  of  good  quality  is  said  to  have  been 
discovered,  and  an  English  company  was  reported  to  be  in  course 
of  formation  to  work  the  mineral,  but  tlie  arrangements  for  the 
sale  and  purehase  of  the  property  have  now  fallen  through,  and 
nothing  definite  has  been  done.  In  Ando  it  is  also  reported  that 
an  English  company  have  taken  over  from  the  Goveimment  the 
coal  deposits  there,  which  they  intend  Avorking  this  summer,  not 
so  much  for  the  coal  as  for  the  clay.  This  clay  is  said  to  be 
valuable  for  the  manufacture  of  porcelain,  and  is  believed  to  be 
fully  equal  to  that  which  is  now  imported  from  Holland  and 
elseAvhere  for  the  various  factories  in  this  country. 

The  Lofoten  cod  fishery  commenced  earlier  than  usual,  as 
already  at  the  beginning  of  January  catches  were  made,  but  the 
stormy  weather  during  the  months  of  January  and  February  pre- 
vented the  fish  being  taken  in  large  quantities,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  month  of  March  that  any  remarkable  hauls  Avere  made, 
Avhich  were  chiefly  in  and  around  the  renowned  Ostnsestjord,  as 
is  shown  by  the  following  statistics  : — 


Date. 

Fish  Caught. 

Million. 

From  January  1 to  February  28  . . 

1 

March  1 to  March  31 

15 

April  1 to  April  18 

5 

The  total  catch  and  the  products  therefrom  Avere  below  the 
yearly  average,  but  the  total  value  of  the  fishery  Avas  rather 
above  the  average.  The  following  are  the  aAmragc  results  of  the 
last  10  years,  viz. : — 


Average 
for — 

Total 

fish. 

Salted 

fish. 

Dried 

fish. 

Godheads 
for  guano. 

Koe. 

Medicinal 

oil. 

Trade  | 

oil. 

Value. 

1881-85  ... 
1886-90  ... 
1891 

Millions. 

23rV 

27t‘.j 

21 

Millions. 

20i^fT 

23,^, 

Millions. 

3il- 

4 

2iV 

Millions. 

UrAi 

Tons. 

2,840 

2,950 

1,963 

Tons. 

323 

1,310 

1,820 

Tons. 

1,650 

2,500 

1,410 

£ 

322,222 

345,000 

371,111 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fishery  the  prices  of  fish  Avere  from 
lOs.  to  I3s.  Od.  per  100,  but  during  March  they  rose  from 
I4s.  8J.  to  18s.  per  100,  which  was  rather  higher  than  during  the 
previous  year.  The  quantity  of  roes  salted  Avas  considerably 
below  the  average,  as  owing  to  the  low  prices  obtainable  the 
fishermen  did  not  salt  much,  and  the  prices  ruled  from  3s.  Od,  to 
18s.  per  barrel,  according  to  quality.  The  livers  were  fat,  and 
yielded  over  50  per  cent,  of  oil,  and  the  prices  paid  for  them 
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Taried  from  13s.  Gd  to  1/.  per  barrel,  but  at  these  rates  buyers 
lost  heavily,  for  the  large  production  of  seal  and  whale  oil  in  other 
markets  caused  the  price  of  cod  oils  to  fail  to  the  low  figure  at 
which  they  now  are.  Engaged  in  the  fishery  were  33,000  men,, 
with  7,300  boats,  and  the  average  gross  earnings  per  man 
amounted  to  12/.  10s.,  which  was  about  13s.  more  than  the 
average  of  the  previous  10  years.  Although  the  fishery  was  less- 
than  the  annual  average  it  was  the  opinion  of  many  that  it  would 
have  been  much  larger  had  there  not  been  used  so  many  sink- 
nets  in  Ostnsesfjord  (where  the  bulk  of  the  fish  were  caught). 
These,  it  was  said,  scared  the  fish  and  caused  them  to  leave  the 
§*ord  a short  time  after  coming  into  it.  Parliament  has,  therefore, 
passed  a Bill  restricting  the  use  of  this  kind  of  net  during  the 
fishery  until  after  March  18,  and  between  the  hours  of  9 ‘a.m.  and  4 P.>i. 

The  herring  fishery,  which  was  a comparative  failure,  was 
very  late  before  it  began ; and  it  was  not  until  the  month  of 
October  that  any  large  quantities  of  fish  were  caught,  and  then 
they  were  mostly  of  small  size  and  poor  in  quality.  The  prices  paid 
for  the  fish  were  high,  from  17^.  6<7.  lo  1/.  5s.  per  barrel  of  150 
litres  (33  gallons),  and  at  these  figures  they  remained  nearly  the 
whole  season,  chiefly  kept  up  by  speculators  who  eventually  lost 
heavily,  as  the  continental  markets  soon  became  glutted  with  the 
small  herrings,  and  the  prices  paid  for  them  quickly  fell. 


Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Lofoten  during  ‘ 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value, 

Guano  . . 

Oil  

Salted  herrings. . 

Other  articles  . . 

Total  . . . . j 

Tons. 

2,627 

600 

36 

]1 

£ 

13,135 

9,000 

216 

55 

Tons. 

3,695 

1,143 

1,135 

8 

£ " 

18,475 

17,145 

6,810 

27 

j 3,274 

22,406 

5,951 

42,457 

Heturn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Lofoten  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Coal 

8,794 

7,695 

10,500 

9,188 

Salt 

1,674 

2,788 

Other  articles  . . 

73 

1,060 

150 

3,370 

Total  . . 

8,S67 

8,755 

12,324 

15,346 

(1430) 


Restrictions- 
re  sink  nets. 


Herrings.. 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  Lofoten  and  Imported  to  Lofoten  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

j Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1391. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

United  Kingdom 

6,325 

13,507 

8,755 

13,890 

Germany 

8,321 

18,413 

. . 

. . 

Portugal 

. . 

. . 

.. 

1,456 

Other  countries 

7,760 

10,537 

•• 

•• 

Total  . . 

1 22,406 

42,457 

8,755 

15,346 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Lofoten  during  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


1 

Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

4 

2,980 

4 

2,980 

Norwegian ... 

2 

608 

4 

2,360 

6 

2,968 

Other  countries  ... 

1 

140 

3 

1,504 

4 

1,644 

Total  

3 

748 

11 

6,844 

14 

7,592 

Cleared. 


• Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

... 

4 

2,980 

4 

2,980 

Norwegian 

2 

1 '608 

7 

3,513 

. 9 

4,121 

Other  countries  ... 

1 

140 

3 

1,504 

4 

1,644 

Total  

3 

j 748 

14 

7,997 

17 

8,745 

Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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Trade. 

Freights. 

Discount. 

Fisheries. 

Tourists. 


G6  NOUWAY. 

Mandal  (Vice-Consul  Andorsen). 

The  trade  of  this  district  has  not  been  good  during  the  year- 
1891 ; the  prices  obtained  abroad  for  timber  were  very  low,  and 
the  quantity  exported  was  consequently  greatly  reduced. 

Freights  have  also  been  low,  and  ships,  as  a rule,  yielded  little- 
Or  no  profits.  Money  is,  therefore,  scarce,  and  the  rate  of  dis- 
count steadily  rising. 

The  salmon  fishing  was  very  good,  but  the  prices  were  con- 
siderably lower  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The  mackerel 
fishing  in  the  North  Sea,  which  had  been  looked  forward  to  with 
great  expeetation,  was  a failure  in  1891. 

A tourist  hotel  and  sanatorium,  which  has  been  erected  at 
Aaseral,  70  miles  above  Mandal,  was  opened  last  summer,  and 
attracted  many  British  tourists  ; the  situation  being  picturesque 
and  the  trout  fishing  exceptionally  good  it  is  likely  to  draw  many 
visitors  to  Aaseral,  which  has  hitherto  been  quite  unfrequented' 
by  tourists.  No  British  vessel  entered  or  cleared  at  Mandal 
during  1891. 


Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mandal  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1 

1891. 

1 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity, 

Value. 

Timber  . . 

Tons. 

12,160 

£ 

9,958 

Tons. 

16,926 

£ 

14,147 

Birch  staves  and 
staves. . 

fir 

5,042 

4,801 

6,096 

6,628 

Lobsters 

, , 

2i 

292 

2fo 

217 

Salmon  in  ice  . . 

, , 

15| 

1,020 

9.- 

861 

Oak  bark 

, , 

10 

42 

13 

53 

Ice 

, , 

542 

70 

62 

8 

Other  articles  . . 

•• 

310 

970 

675 

2,178 

Total  . . 

•• 

18,082 

17,153 

23,784^V 

23,092 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mandal  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Ton.s, 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Cotton  gocd.s  . . 

13 

1,407 

16 

1,654 

Woollen  goods  . . 

2,869 

81 

2,674 

Corn  and  flour  . . 

45 

1,159 

121 

1,450 

Wine  and  spirits 

91 

739 

6 

389 

Coals 

1,618 

1,299 

1,046 

837 

Other  articles  .. 

137 

4,136 

224 

6,489 

Total  . . 

1,832 

j ll,r09 

l,420i 

12,493 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  Mandal  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Country. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Eng-land 

Denmark,  Iceland,  and 

6,665 

6,786 

4,176 

3,433 

the  Faroe  Islands  . . 

8,414 

11,T10 

1,786 

1,778 

Germany 

1,107 

770 

4,803 

6,179 

Other  countries 

1,967 

3,826 

844 

1,103 

Total 

17,153 

1 23,092 

11,609 

12,493 

! 

Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mandal  during  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  ' 
Vessels.  | 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

Norwegian 

165 

1.5,297 

1 

134 

166 

15, 431 

Danish  

5 

391 

5 

391 

Swedish  

16 

874 

16 

874 

Dutch  

2 

156 

2 

156 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

188 

16,718 

1 

131 

189 

; 16,852 

1 

preceding 

2U 

17,598 

5 

i 1,^34 

246 

18,742 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

1 Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

! Tons, 

Briti.sh  

1 

■ Norwegian 

167 

16, 767 

■”4 

"661 

'171 

17,428 

l^anish  

6 

463 

6 

463 

Swedish 

16 

924 

16 

924 

Dutch  

2 

156 

2 

156 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

191 

18,310 

4 

661 

195 

1 18,971 

preceding 

262 

17,851 

4 

1,058 

266  1 

! 

8,909 

Molde  (Vice-Consul  P.  F.  Dahl) 
No  report  received. 


Lipping, 


Silver  ore. 


Salmon 

fishing. 


Trout  fishing 


G8  NORWAY. 

Mosjoen  (Vice-Consul  H.  P.  Dahl). 

Since  the  proprietors  of  the  Vefsen  estate  left  off  exporting 
timber,  no  Britisli  merchant  ship  has  entered  this  port. 

Nearly  all  shipping  to  and  from  this  place  is  now  effected 
in  the  coasting  steamers,  which  call  several  times  a week  at 
Mosjoen. 

The  silver  ore  from  Svenningdal  and  the  guano  from  the  two 
mills  here  are  regularly  shipped  to  Hamburg  in  the  mail-boats. 

The  usual  expeditions  to  the  Lofoten  and  to  the  herring 
fisheries  on  the  coast  have  been  made  from  this  district  during  the 
past  year,  and  the  produce  which  was  not  shipped  via  Bergen  has 
been  exported  in  direct  steamers  from  the  fishing  stations. 

The  principal  British  articles  which  are  employed  here  have, 
as  usual,  been  imported  via  Bergen  and  Christiania,  probably  for 
want  of  direct  communication  with  the  United  Kingdom. 

British  capital  is  not  at  present  invested  in  mining  operations 
here. 

The  salmon  rivers  in  this  district  are  nearly  all  rented  hy 
English  gentlemen,  who,  with  their  friends,  spend  the  season  out 
here. 

The  number  of  British  sportsmen  and  tourists  is  increasing  in 
this  district. 

Last  season’s  salmon  fishing  amounted  to  about  8,000  lbs. 

The  trout  fishing  in  the  Svenningdal  lakes  and  rivers  of  this 
district  is  splendid,  perhaps  the  best  in  Norway. 

Very  good  quarters  may  be  had. 


Eeturn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mosjoen 
(in  Vefsen)  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

! 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Ciuano  

Lbs 

1 630,500 

£ 

2,050 

792,000 

£ 

2,650 

.Silver  ore  

597,000 

4,150 

539,000 

7,500 

Dried  tish  



... 

255,000 

2,250 

llenings  

Hectolitres  ... 

1,048 

"950 

Game...  

Lbs 

4,150 

50 

Total 

1,228,650 

7,900 

1,58C,0C0 

12,-100 

CHRISTIANIA. 
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Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mosjoen  (in 
Vefsen)  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Lbs. 

1 £ 

Lbs. 

! £ 

Textiles.. 

Other  manufactured 

16,000 

i 

1 700 

16,950 

1 1,130 

goods . . 

19,000  i 

900 

5,000 

' 80 

Brandy  and  wine 

3,100  ' 

130 

2,900 

160 

Colonial  goods . . 
Machinery  and  hard- 

4,150 I 

1 

80 

200 

ware  . . 

1,650  i 

40 

2,000 

55 

Other  articles  . . 

8,900  1 

300 

1,000 

190 

■■  Total 

52,800 

2,150 

28,050 

1,620 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  Mosjoen  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

1 Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

' £ 

£ 

; Great  Britain  . . 

50 

1 

660 

410 

Germany 

7,860 

12,400 

900 

650 

France  . . 

520 

520 

Other  countries 

•• 

•'  1 

70 

40 

Total 

i 

7,900 

12,400 

2,150  ; 

1,620 

Moss  (Vice-Consul  W.  Erichsen).  ■ 

Moss  has  this  year  been  visited  by  only  two  British  steamers,  Shippin 
which  came  from  the  Black  Sea  with  rye  and  barley  for  the  flour 
mills.  There  were,  however,  more  foreign  ships  this  year  than 
last. 

Trade  was,  on  the  whole,  up  to  the  average,  and  it  seems  Trade, 
prosperous  at  present,  partly  owing  to  the  new  factories  which 
have  been  built  and  the  old  ones  that  have  been  fitted  up  with 
new  machinery.  This  is  the  case  especially  with  the  flour  mills, 
of  which  the  largest  one  has  gone  over  into  the  hands  of  a 
company  with  a capital  of  about  67,000/.,  which  will  extend  tills 
business  considerably,  and  make  it,  perhaps,  the  largest  of  the 
kind  in  this  country.  A new  yeast  factory  is  being  erected,  the 
produce  of  which  will  mostly  go  to  Great  Britain. 
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Jlerrings. 

Imports. 

JLxports. 


These  were  not  seen  here  until  this  autumn,  when  they  came 
in  great  shoals  round  the  bays  of  Moss  and  Jelden.  Some  of 
them  were  sent  by  steamer  to  the  United  Kingdom,  others  were 
salted  here  for  sale  subsequently. 

The  imports  have  been  about  the  same  this  year  as  last,  and 
consisted  principally  of  grain,  coals,  and  salt. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  have  been  wood,  pit-props, 
wood-pulp,  tinned  provisions,  and  herrings.  It  appears  that 
Moss  has  considerably  improved  in  its  exports  and  manufactures, 
and  the  population  is  on  the  increase. 

No  British  subjects  are  settled  here. 

Keturn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Moss  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

lvalue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wood  pulp  or  cellulose 

Wood 

Other  articles  . . 

Tons. 

1,292 

12.461 

7,074 

£ 

20,400 

1 21,200 
15,000 

Tons. 

1,441 

14,582 

6,000 

£ 

2 2,  .^00 
23,600 
10,000 

Total 

.. 

j 

1 56,600 

i 

•• 

56,100 

Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Moss  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Article^. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity.  | 

Value. 

(Quantity. 

Value. 

Grain  . . 

Coals 

Other  articles  . . 

Total 

Tons. 

23,282 

14,800 

3,100 

£ 

111,100 

14,200 

1,400 

Tons. 

30,135 

15,000 

2,900 

£ 

145,000 

14,000 

1,200 

! 

126,700 

•• 

160,200 

CHRISTIANIA 


71 


Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  Moss  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

Great  Britain  . . 

£ 

23,000 

£ 

24,001 

£ 

14,200 

£ 

14,000 

Belgium 

21,200 

22,500 

1 

Russia  . . 

. , 

111,100 

145,000 

Other  countries, . 

•• 

12,400 

9,600 

1,400 

1 1,200 

Total 

•• 

56,600  . 

66,100 

126,700 

1 

160,200 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Moss  during  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

2 

2,357 

1 2 

2,357 

Norwegian 

*96 

50, *179 

50 

18,111 

146 

68,290 

Swedish  

13 

1,118 

23 

6,156 

36 

7,274 

Danish  

29 

1,789 

50 

14,850 

79 

16,639 

German  

... 

Total  

138 

j 53,086 

1 

125 

41,474 

263 

94,560 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

... 

1 201 

61,052 

Cleared. 


1 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

Norwegian 

*68 

22,’996 

65 

27’,'628 

1*33 

50**624 

Swedish  

4 

214 

13 

3,206 

17 

3,420 

Danish  

19 

1.202  i 

50 

14,850 

69 

16,052 

German  

1 

■45 

... 

1 

45 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

92 

24,457 

128 

45,684 

220 

70,141 

... 

... 

... 

178 

70,533 

KiiTL'RN  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Moss  in  the  Year  1891. 


CHRISTIANIA. 
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N'amsos  (Vice-Consul  Sommerscliiekl). 

The  trade  of  this  district  with  Great  Britain  was  of  the  Average  year, 
usual  extent  during  the  past  year.  Only  one  merchant  ship 
visited  the  port  of  Namsos.  The  principal  trade  is  in  wooden 
articles  and  the  produce  of  the  fisheries. 

The  timber  trade  showed  much  the  same  results  as  in  1890.  'I'imber. 
Prices  were  rather  depressed.  The  same  may  be  said  of  freights. 

7,408  register  tons  of  sawn  wood  were  shipped  to  foreign 
countries;  6,747  tons  of  which  went  to  British  ports,  the 
remainder  to  France  and  Germany. 

The  herring  fisheries  in  this  district  during  the  past  year 
were  rather  prosperous,  but  the  cod-fishery  gave  very  poor 
returns.  No  produce  of  the  fisheries  was  exported  to  the 
United  Kingdom.  Most  of  the  fish  were  sent  to  Bergen, 
ChristiansLind,  and  Trondhjem,  and  exported  from  these  towns. 

No  manufacturing  industry  was  carried  on,  except  at  the 
saw-mills  and  similar  works. 

The  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  included  textiles, 
hardware,  coals,  and  a few  other  articles. 

Most  of  the  industrial  and  the  household  articles  were 
obtained  from  the  principal  Norwegian  towns. 

No  British  capital  was  employed  in  any  enterprise  in  this 
district. 

Several  gentlemen’s  yachts  entered  the  port  of  Namsos  during 
last  summer,  and  a great  many  English  people  visited  this 
district,  principally  for  sporting  purposes,  such  as  salmon  fishing 
and  elk  hunting. 


Keturn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Namsos 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wood 

Tons. 

7,408 

£ 

18,000 

Tons. 

8,701 

£ 

21,000 

Total 

7,408 

18,000 

8,701  , 

21,000 

74 


NORWAY. 


Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Namsos  during  the 
Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity,  j 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Textiles . . 

5 

1,300 

5 

1,200 

Coffee  . . 

11 

1,000 

12 

1,000 

Sugar  . . 

30 

750 

20 

500 

Flour  . . 

13 

170 

35 

400 

Coals 

22,270 

1,425 

1,150 

750 

Other  articles  . . 

15 

1,700 

16 

1,500 

Total 

2,344 

6,345 

1,238 

1 5,350 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
Namsos  and  Imported  to  Namsos  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

■ 1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . , 

16,400 

16,000 

2,100 

1,850 

France  . . 

700 

3,300 

550 

250 

Germany 

900 

1,700 

3,000 

2,850 

Other  countries 

•• 

•• 

695 

400 

Total 

•• 

18,000 

•21,000 

6,345 

5,350 

Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Namsos  during  the  Y’ear 

1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  cf 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

529 

1 

529 

Norwegian 

"22 

5,141 

4 

1,375 

20 

6,516 

Russian  

1 

363 

1 

363 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

23 

5,504 

5 

1,904 

28 

7,408 

28 

7,719 

2 

982 

30 

8,701 

CHRISTIANIA, 
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C LEAKED. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  j 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

529 

1 

529 

Norwegian 

’22 

5,U1 

4 

1,375 

26 

6,516 

363 

Russian  

1 

363 

1 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

23 

5,504 

5 

1,904 

28 

7,408 

preceding 

28 

7,719 

2 

982 

30 

8,701 

CHRISTIA'NIA. 
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Shleii  and  Porsgrund  (Vice-Consul  Franklin). 

The  two  subjoined  tables  show  37  vessels  (of  12,130  register  British 
tons)  entered  and  cleared  in  1891,  being  a trifle  more  than  last  shipping, 
year.  It  is  in  the  ice  trade,  now  as  formerly,  that  the  bulk  of 
British  shipping  to  and  from  this  district  is  employed.  Of  the 
above  37  vessels,  26  were  loaded  with  ice,  6 were  loaded  with 
timber,  4 were  loaded  wdth  copper  ore,  and  1 left  in  ballast  to 
load  at  Brevig.  Of  these  37  vessels  only  3 brought  cargo. 

These  have  not  done  well,  having  scarcely  had  an  average  General 
year,  although  it  can  scarcely  be  said  that  owners  have  been 
sailing  at  a loss.  The  freights  from  this  district  were,  as  usual, 
very  low  in  the  early  spring,  but  kept  up  during  the  summer  and 
autumn.  They  were  better  from  here  to  England  than  from  most 
of  the  other  places  on  the  coast,  on  account  of  the  shipments  of 
telegraph-poles  for  the  British  Government  and  other  purchasers. 

The  greater  part  of  the  ships  loaded  at  Skien  and  Porsgrund  went 
to  Great  Britain. 

Two  small  ships  have  been  launched,  and  one  is  building.  Shipbuilding. 

The  exports  have  been  considerable,  but  prices  have  ruled  too  ice  trade, 
low  for  this  to  be  considered  a fair  year,  excepting  for  those 
holding  contracts  from  former  seasons. 

This  has  been  very  dull,  and  prices  ruled  low.  The  demand  Timber  trade, 
for  sawn  and  planed  goods  in  France,  in  view  of  tlie  new  tariff 
coming  into  force  on  February  1,  1892,  assisted  somewhat  the 
autumn  demand.  The  outlook  for  1892  is  a little  more  en- 
couraging, owing  to  the  reduced  stocks  in  England  and  the 
diminished  production  abroad. 

These  were  about  the  same.  Skien  takes  the  bulk  in  large  Imports  of 
and  increasing  quantities.  coal. 

The  Bratsberg  mines  (an  English  company)  have  exported  in  Copper  ore. 
larger  quantities  than  in  1890,  viz.,  four  cargoes  by  British  vessels, 
and  further  quantities  by  the  English  steamers  from  Christiania. 

These  mines  have  now’  refining  and  smelting  w’orks,  wdiich  are 
working  satisfactorily. 

A work  of  great  magnitude,  and  specially  interesting  for  The  LTefos- 
tourists.  It  has  been  navigated  by  small  steamers  since  the 
autumn,  and  is  of  immense  assistance  in  the  carriage  of  ore  from 
the  above-mentioned  mines. 

At  Loveid,  just  above  Skien,  very  extensive  paper  works  are  Loveid. 
being  erected,  in  which  English  capital  is,  to  some  extent,  invested. 

It  is  su])posed  that  these  works  will  be  about  the  largest  of  the 
kind  in  Norway,  and  that  they  will  have  command  of  quite  excep- 
tional water-power. 

In  Skien  an  extensive  fiour-mill  is  about  to  be  erected. 

The  export  has  been  kept  up  well,  at  very  fair  prices,  owing  to  Pulp  and 
the  combination  amongst  exporters,  and  the  prospects  are  en-  cellulose, 
couraging. 

The  National  Exhibition  at  Skien  this  summer  was  extensively  National 
visited,  and  proved  a decided  success.  exhibition. 


78 


NORWAY. 


ISSasis&tiooi. 

^T5%ei. 

.%L§;iieiBUnre. 

11»rqgruiid 

CKCoaote 

-tiKDdcs. 

CSimeral  trade 


The  channel  has  been  deepened  between  Porsgrnnd  and 
Skien. 

The  bridge  over  the  river  at  Porsgrund  is  completed,  and  has 
been  opened.  It  offers  no  impediment  to  steamers  or  vessels  being 
towed.  No  toll  for  ships. 

The  crops  were  mostly  inferior. 

In  Porsgrund  creosote  works  on  a small  scale — the  first  of 
the  kind  in  Norway — are  being  erected  by  a company,  of  which 
the  directors  and  some  of  the  shareholders  are  English. 

The  general  trade  of  this  district  is,  on  the  whole,  increasing. 


r 


Eeturn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Ports  of  Skien  and  Porsgrund  in  the  Year  1891. 
Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain. 
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Cleared. 

i 

Value  of 

Cargoes. 

•UMOini 

-un 

Number 

of 

Crews. 

32 

Tonnage. 

Total. 

1 

98 

1,065 

1,163 

In 

Ballast. 

00  : 

O)  * 

00 

05 

With 

Cargoes. 

1,065 

1,065 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Total. 

F-l  N 

CO 

In 

Ballast. 

- : 

'with 

Cargoes. 

: N 

M 

6^ 

Countries  to  which 
Departed. 

! Norway  

1 France  

1 

Total 

Entered.  j 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

^ -UMOuri 

-on 

1 

r 

Number 

of 

Crews. 

CO  CO  2 2 

79 

Tonnage. 

Total. 

rH 

CO  ^ 

^ 05  t- 

2,569 

In 

Ballast. 

o>  ic 

00  ^ 

CO  1-1  05 

2,222 

With 

Cargoes. 

347 

347 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Total. 

(O'-lr-l'-t 

05 

In 

Ballast. 

CO  rH  ^ (-4 

I 

CO 

With 

Cargoes. 

w : : : 

CO 

Countries 

whence  Arriyed. 

Germany 

Holland 

Norway 

Denmark 

Total 

F 
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Freightfi. 

Ice. 

Wood-pulp. 

Lobsters, 


Risor  (Vice-Consul  A.  F.  Finne).  * 

The  past  year  was,  upon  the  whole,  rather  below  than  above 
the  average. 

As  the  freights  continued  to  rule  low,  shipping  gave  but 
small  profits  to  the  shipowners. 

The  wood  trade  also  yielded  but  little  profit  to  the  exporters, 
as  prices,  both  for  sawn  timber  and  mining  timber,  were  un- 
favourable. 

The  export  of  ice  has  decreased  considerably,  being  now  only 
about  one-third  of  the  quantity  exported  some  years  age.  The 
result  of  this  trade  was  no  better  this  year  than  last. 

The  export  ot  wood-pulp  was  carried  on  upon  the  same  scale 
as  last  year. 

6,728  lobsters  were  exported. 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Risor  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Timber  

Cub,  inch... 

66,528 

1 

50,490 

Ice  

Tons 

4,021 

1 

6,478 

973 

Wood-pulp  (dry) 

„ 

279 

Unknown. 

300 

1,083 

,,  (wet) 

Number  ... 

805 

! 

118 

196 

Lobsters  

6,728 

J 

9,853 

329 

Total  

! 

53,071 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Risor  during  the 

Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

y alue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Coals  . . 

926 

532 

1,426 

1,110 

Cotton  articles . . 

5 

692 

4 

686 

Woollen  articles 

4 

1,305 

4 

586 

Canvas  .. 

6 

655 

8 

763 

Total  . . 

•• 

3,084 

•• 

3,093 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
Risdr  and  Imported  to  Risor  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
- durinsr  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

England 

2,270 

2,944 

Germany 

1,897 

2,841 

Denmark 

503 

Sweden  . . 

446 

Other  countries 

340 

: 1,408 

Total 

1 

i 

6,056 

7,193 

Ret  UK  N of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Riser  during  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

240 

1 

1 240 

[ Norwegian 

i'ai 

44,697 

5 

668 

136 

i 45,365 

Swedish  

9 

108 

108 

Danish  

18 

2,359 

18 

2,359 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

158 

47,164 

6 

908 

164 

48,072 

preceding 

177 

44,081 

1 

420 

178 

44,500 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam.  1 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

240 

1 

240 

Norwegian 

142 

5o’,*i06 

12 

4,594 

154 

54,700 

Swedish  

6 

253 

... 

6 

253 

Danish  

18 

2,359 

18 

2,359 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

166 

52,718 

13 

4,834 

179 

57,552 

preceding 

189 

63,287 

12 

4,210 

201 

57,497 

E 2 
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Stavanger  (Vice-Consul  L.  Berentsen). 

Shipping  and  trade  results  during  the  past  year  have  not  been 
encouraging.  Freights  were,  as  a rule,  very  low,  and  the  trade 
slack  throughout.  Many  wooden  ships  have  been  lost,  and  some 
sold.  The  sailing-ship  tonnage  has  in  this  way  considerably 
decreased.  Some  few  steamers  have  been  bought,  and  others 
built. 

The  seaweed-burning  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  is  in- 
creasing. 432  tons  have  been  exported  in  1891,  all  to  Scotland. 
This  new  industry  is  a good  source  of  income  to  farmers  and 
fishermen. 

A manufactory  of  artificial  butter  (margarine)  has  been 
established  in  this  city  by  the  well-known  Stavanger  Food  Pre- 
serving Company.  The  new  firm  is  registered  as  the  Stavanger 
Margarine  Company.” 

The  fisheries  in  general  were  poor,  and  not  at  all  encouraging 
to  the  curers,  who  have  rather  lost  money  than  the  contrary.  By 
the  end  of  the  year  herring  fishing  was  going  on  upon  the  east 
coast  of  Norway,  and  curers  from  this  port  participated  in  the 
work.  The  herrings  cured  have  not  yet  been  disposed  of,  but 
there  will  hardly  be  any  profits. 

Last  year  several  influential  men  worked  for  the  establishment 
of  a manufactory  for  preparing  condensed  milk,  especially  for 
export.  The  share  capital  was  subscribed,  but  as  the  shareholders 
could  not  agree  where  to  situate  the  manufactory,  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  There  is  no  doubt  it  would  be  a profitable  business 
if  a good  place  could  be  selected,  as  Stavanger  gets  a large 
supply  of  milk,  which  could  be  greatly  increased  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Several  vessels  from  America  have  touched  here  for  orders, 
and  it  is  quite  probable  that  this  place,  on  account  of  its  situation, 
will  become  more  and  more  a calling  port  for  steam  and  sailing 
ships  bound  to  the  Baltic. 

Some  trained  mercantile  men  carrying  on  business  here  have 
got  travelling  grants  from  the  State  in  order  to  work  for  the 
discovery  of  new  markets  for  Norwegian  products  (principally  all 
sorts  of  fish)  in  America  and  Austria. 

No  mining  worth  mentioning  was  carried  on  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, except  the  English  mine  at  Saude,  Ryfylke,  where  the 
prospects  are  better  than  formerly,  as  a new  vein  is  said  to  have 
been  discovered. 

A company  here  last  year  bought  three  old  iron  steamers  from 
England.  They  have  been  broken  up  in  order  to  sell  the  materials. 
This  business  will  most  likely  be  continued  if  it  continue  to  prove 
profitable. 

A joint  stock  company  has  bought  the  property  of  the  old 
‘‘‘Tou  Interessentskab.”  The  business  carried  on  consists  of  a 
brewery  and  mills. 

A new  dairy,  called  the  ^‘Frue  Meieri,”  is  established  here  for 
the  export  of  butter  and  cheese. 


New  industry. 


j 

Margarine. 


State  grants  to 
travellers. 


Buying  old 
ships. 


Dairying 


84 


NORWAY. 


The  number  of  strangers  who  visit  this  district  is  steadily 
increasing,  thus  proving  that  Stavanger  is  becoming  more  and 
more  an  important  starting-point  for  tourists.  Great  efforts  are 
being  made  to  provide  comfortable  lodgings  and  improved  means 
of  communication. 

Only  1,879  sheep  were  exported  from  this  port,  but  including 
those  exported  from  SartnaBS  (a  small  town  about  8 English  miles 
from  here)  about  3,600  sheep  were  shipped  from  this  district  in 
1891.  The  average  price  was  about  14^.  Sd, 

The  stock-breeding  establishment  at  Rennesd,  the  first  pedigree 
animals  of  which  were  bought  in  Scotland,  sold  at  a public  auction 
here  last  year  38  he-lambs  at  an  average  price  of  3/.  2s,  Sd, 
a-piece. 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Stavanger  during  the 

Year  1891. 


Entebed — Sailing  Ships. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Ships. 

Tonnage. 

1 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo.! 

Total. 

British  

Norwegian 

37 

li9 

156 

10,984 

19,982 

30,966 

Swedish  

3 

3 

85 

85 

French  

1 

1 

132 

132 

Total  

37 

123 

160 

10,984 

20,199 

31,183 

Entered— Steamships. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Ships. 

Tonnage. 

In  Ballast.  ^ 

With  Cargo.  ^ 

Total. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total. 

• 

British  

2 

52 

54 

907 

48,196 

49,103 

Norwegian 

38  , 

222 

260 

16,078 

123,613 

138,691 

Swedish  

1 

60 

51 

196 

14,196 

14,392 

Danish  

34 

34 

14.330 

14,330 

Dutch  

29 

29 

15;280 

15,280 

German  

2 

2 

470 

470 

Total  

41 

1 

389 

430 

17,181 

215,085 

232,266 

Clbabbd— Sailins  Ships. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Ships. 

Tonnage. 

1 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total. 

British 

Norwegian 

66 

43 

108 

19, 491 

2,653 

22,144 

French  

1 

132 

... 

132 

Total 

66 

4S 

109 

19,623 

2,663 

22,276 
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Gleabe]> — Steamships. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Ships. 

Tonnage. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

( 

Total. 

1 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total. 

British  

54 

54 

50,167 

50,157 

Swedish  

*1 

37 

38 

"242 

8,916 

9,158 

Norwegian 

72 

81 

153 

39,302 

106,436 

145,738 

Danish  

4 

29 

33 

1,665 

13,171 

14,836 

Dutch  

7 

27 

34 

3,902 

14,267 

18,169 

Total  

84 

228 

312 

45,111 

192,947 

238,068 

Hex  URN  of  Principal  A.rticles  of  Export  from  Stavanger 
during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Quantity. 

Articles. 

1890. 

1891. 

Herrings 

Tons  . . 

6,180 

177 

3,039 

Mackerel  dried. . 

>>  • • • • 

435 

„ fresh 

N umber 

63,527 

Butter,  natural  . 

Tons  .. 

7^ 

24 

„ margarine 

» 

9 

11 

Ore 

Infusorial  earth 

Tons  . . 

187 

88 

Fish  oil . . 

60 

72 

Anchovies 

,, 

799 

Ponies  . . 

Number 

132 

84 

Sheep  

11,435 

■ 1,819 

NORWAY. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Stavanger  during 
the  Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1890. 

1891. 

Coal 

Tons 

24,780 

26,596 

Salt 

y) 

7,631 

11,631 

Rice 

if 

86 

123 

Wheat  . . 

if 

1 

224 

Rye 

3,772 

3,901 

Barley 

1 

1,863 

1,802 

Peas 

f} 

163 

100 

Plour 

if 

873 

1,369 

Coffee 

213 

217 

Tea  ..  ,, 

^9 

2 

3 

Sugar  . . 

if 

179 

197 

Molasses 

if 

164 

381 

Tobacco. . 

yj 

15 

25 

Oil  

157 

291 

Spirits  .. 

9) 

16 

17 

Wines  . . 

99 

33 

51 

Hops 

99 

2 

2 

Cotton  .. 

yy 

2 

16 

Hemp,  flax,  jute 

99 

197 

146 

Thread  . . , , 

99 

8 

10 

Manufactures — 

Silk 

99 

2 

2 

Woollens 

99 

65 

56 

Cotton  goods. . 

99 

116 

95 

Hemp,  flax,  jute 

99 

86 

90 

Leather 

)9 

33 

12 

Crockery 

99 

8 

13 

Petroleum  . . 

99 

166 

264 

Trondhjem  (Vice-Consul  Kjeldsberg). 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the  trade  of  this  port  in 
the  past  year  is  an  increase  in  the  imports  of  about  17,000  tons, 
as  compared  with  1890.  This  considerable  increase  is  chiefly  due 
to  a larger  importation  of  grain  and  flour,  coals,  oil,  and  sundry 
articles,  as  shown  in  the  table. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  an  equally  large  decrease  in  the 
exports,  which,  however,  is  entirely  due  to  a smaller  export  of 
Swedish  wood. 

The  trade  with  Great  Britain  (including  transit  goods)  has 
on  the  whole  been  fully  maintained  ; showing  even  a considerable 
increase  in  many  articles  of  import,  while  the  only  noteworthy 
diminution  is  in  spinning  materials  and  linen  goods,  which  show 
a decrease  respectively  of  46  tons  and  20  tons.  The  importation 
of  bacon  (almost  entirely  transit),  has  been  much  smaller  in  1891 
than  during  the  previous  years. 

British  shipping  shows  an  increase  in  tonnage  of  about  6,000 
tons  as  compared  with  1890. 
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In  the  trade  with  Sweden  by  rail  there  has  been  a decrease  Trade  with 
as  regards  most  articles,  the  total  quantity  showing  more  than  Sweden. 
4,000  tons  less  than  in  1890. 

The  harvest  in  this  district  was  a good  one.  As  regards  Good  harvest 
corn,  farmers  obtained  higher  prices  than  for  many  years' 
previousl}^  About  2,500  tons  of  oats  were  exported. 

Money  was  dearer  throughout  the  year.  The  bank  rate  of 
discount,  which  commenced  at  per  cent.,  rose  gradually  until 
it  reached  6 per  cent,  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
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Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  from  Great  Britain 
to  the  Port  of  Trondhjera  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Meat 

Tons. 

0-2 

£ 

Tons. 

12-0 

£ 

Bacon  . . 

373  2 

2,167-0 

. . 

Cheese  . , 

0-4 

. . 

0-3 

. . 

Butter  . , 

0-8 

0-4 

Rye 

202-0 

192-0 

, . 

Peas 

0-1 

. . 

0 3 

Wheat  . . 

0-3 

. . 

0-8 

. , 

Oats  and  oatmeal 

8-0 

7-0 

. , 

Coffee  . . 

90-1 

66-0 

Tea 

0-6 

0-7 

Sugar  . . 

287*7 

213-0 

. . 

Treacle  . . 

2,266-0 

. . 

1,319-0 

Oranges. . 

61*6 

68-0 

Raisins  .. 

21  -8 

, , 

17-0 

. , 

Bread  . . 

3*4 

3-0 

. . 

Spirits  . . 

10-0 

. . 

8-0 

Wine 

15-6 

, , 

14-0 

. . 

Spinning  materials 

38-6 

85-0 

. . 

Yarn 

35-9 

, . 

34  0 

, . 

Silk 

0-134 

0-6 

Woollen  goods  .. 

30-7 

35-0 

Cotton  goods  . . 

93*8 

.. 

96-0 

. . 

Linen  goods  . . 

20-0 

40  -0 

Hides  . . 

6-0 

21-0 

■ Flour  .. 

247-0 

. . 

Suet 

0-3 

90-0 

. . 

Oils 

245-0 

233-0 

Parafl9n  oil 

862-0 

508-0 

Stearine  candles 

0-1 

. . 

0-5 

Soap 

7-3 

5-0 

. . 

Indiarubber 

21  *6 

0-6 

Wooden  goods  .. 

4-9 

10*0 

. . 

Dyes 

126-3 

. . 

102-0 

Cork 

. . 

4-0 

Paper  . . 

1-0 

1-0 

Clay 

781  -0 

. . 

120-0 

Coals 

70,414  -0 

66,117-0 

. . 

Salt 

1,729  -0 

1,092  -0 

. . 

Saltpetre 

76-8 

. . 

11-0 

Soda 

993  -0 

289  -0 

Bricks  . . 

1,254-0 

. . 

459-0 

. . 

Pottery  . . 

5-4 

8-0 

Glass  (bottles,  &c.) 

8-2 

. . 

23-0 

. . 

Iron 

1,759  -0 

1,829-0 

. . 

Copper  . . 

26-8 

19-0 

Zinc  ■ 

14  -5 

5*0 

. . 

Lead 

62-7 

62-0 

. . 

Nails,  iron 

26-4 

. . 

23-0 

Knives  and  forks  (iron 
and  scissors  . . 

2-1 

3-4 

Wire,  iron 

22-8 

3-6 

Tools 

32-3 

34  -0 

Door-handles  . . 

4-4 

4-0 

Rails  . . . . 

463-0 

435 -C 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  from  Great  Britain  to 
the  Port  of  Trondhjem  during  the  Years  1891-90 — continued. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Anchor  and  chains 

Tons. 

180-0 

£ 

Tons. 

94-0 

£ 

Iron  plates 

89-5 

. . 

89-0 

, , 

Apples  and  pears 

27-5 

11  -0 

. , 

Vegetables 

41  -8 

61-0 

. . 

Machinery 

9,736 

5,000 

Steamships,  2 .. 

915-0 

•• 

Total 

83,096*5 

•• 

76,141-2 

•• 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  to  Great  Britain  from 
Trondhiem  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

! Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Fresh  fish 

215 

163 

Dried  fish 

112 

203 

Herrings  (salted) 

1,910 

2,165 

Cod-liver  oil  . . 

220 

265 

Wood,  Norwegian 

7,670 

6,932 

,,  Swedish.. 

23,230 

•• 

39,195 

Ore  . . . . . . j 

27,830 

30,884 

Copper  . . . . . . ' 

296 

254 

Butter  . . . . . . j 

47 

46 

Wood-pulp,  Norwegian 

2,979 

2,183 

„ Swedish  . . 

3,832 

6,179 

Cellulose 

1,825 

2,328 

Oats 

2,509 

. . 

Fish,  guano 

122 

. . 

Paper  . . 

140 

Nickel  .. 

17 

. . 

Other  articles  . . 

306 

392 

Total 

73,259 

•• 

90,189 

•• 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Trondhjem  during  the 

Year  1891. 


Exteked. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

. i 

Steam.  I 

Total. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

' Number  of  i 
Vessels.  I 

Tons.  1 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

Ilritish  

1 

149 

69  ' 

56,373 

70 

56,522 

Norwegian 

26 

5,530 

231  ! 

128,047 

257 

133,577 

Swedish  

1 ! 

3C4 

1 

304 

Danish  

j 35 

14,776 

1 35 

14,776 

German  

‘”2 

"192 

2 

1,U32 

4 

1,224 

Nussian  

1 

269 

1 

269 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

30 

6,140 

338 

200,532 

368 

206,672 

preceding 

31 

6,216 

280  i 

164,647 

311 

170,863 

Cleaked. 


Sailing. 

Steam, 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

149 

71 

58,815 

72 

58,964 

Norwegian 

26 

5,344 

233 

130,029 

259 

135,373 

Swedish  

1 

304 

1 

304 

Danish  

... 

35 

14,776 

35 

14,776 

German  

1 

125 

2 

1,032 

3 

1,157 

French  

1 1 

131  , 

1 

131 

Russian  

' 1 

269 

2 

"‘65 

3 

269 

Total  

1 30 

6,018 

1 344 

205,021 

374 

210,974 

„ for  the  year 

1 

1 

preceding 

' 40 

1 

8,271 

^ 300 

179,114 

340 

187,385 

CHRISTIANIA 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Trondhjein  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles, 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bacon  . . 

Tons. 

868 

£ 

Tons. 

2,168 

£ 

Grain  . . 

16,101 

10,228 

2,247 

Flour  . . 

3,430 

Rice 

420 

1 

317 

Coffee  . . . . 

1,305 

1,389 

Sugar  . . 

1,557 

1,472 

1,461 

Treacle  . . 

2,410 

Wine  .. 

189 

140 

Spinning  materials 

78 

i 

133 

Yarn  . . 

71 

1 

75 

Cotton  goods  . . 

122 

141 

Woollen  goods . . 

108 

110 

Hides  . . 

114 

149 

Oil 

2,398  i 

1,514 

Coals  , . 

70,414 

66,337 

Salt  . . 

7,413 

7,848 

Soda 

1,013 

294 

Iron 

2,026 

1,861 

Rails 

512 

435 

Dye-stuffs 

276 

255 

Machinery 

21V439 

16,277 

Steamships,  2 . . 

• • 

. • 

Other  articles  . . 

7,155 

2,596 

Total 

•• 

117,980 

21,439 

101,170 

16,277 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Trondhjem  to 
Sweden,  by  rail,  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Bacon  and  meat 

907-6 

* • 

2,064 

Herrings  and  fish, 

salted 

7,929-5 

9,267 

Dried  fish 

1,314-6 

1,811 

Fresh  fish 

168'0 

292 

Cod-liver  oil  . . 

18-1 

294 

Grain  . . 

476-0 

1,104 

Flour  . . 

412-4 

797 

Coffee  , , 

322-0 

370 

Sugar  . . 

88-2 

236 

Salt 

184-8 

314 

Butter  and  cheese 

17-6 

143 

Iron  and  nails  . . 

162-5 

66 

Metals  .. 

2-7 

46 

Coals  . . . . ' 

232-0 

99 

Bricks  . . 

42-0 

22 

Spirits  . . 

9 '6 

30 

Hay 

0-7 

6 

Manure . . 

76  -0 

88 

Potatoes 

168  -7 

13 

Brimstone 

748-8 

505 

Oil  (petroleum) 

270  -1 

310 

Paper  and  pasteboard.. 

11-3 

Clay,  lime  and  cement. . 

110-7 

Other  articles  . . 

422-1 

735 

Total 

14,095  -8 

•• 

18,612 

•• 

Retttkn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Trondhjem  in  the  Year  1891. 

Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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NOR  WAT. 


Jromso  (Vice-Consul  Holst). 
No  report  received. 


Freights. 


Shipping, 


Trade. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Sealing. 


Tonsherg  (Consular- Agent  Alf  Monsen).  i 

No  British  vessel  has  entered  this  port  during  1891. 

These  have  been  very  dull  during  the  past  year,  and  shipping 
profits  have  been  very  small.  A few  vessels  have  been  laid  up 
during  the  whole  of  last  year,  and  the  aspect  of  the  new  one  does 
not  look  very  encouraging  for  shipowners.  This  district  shows 
an  increase  this  year  in  tonnage  of  three  large  new  steamers  of 
about  11,500  tons  D.W.,  and  one  steel  sailing  ships  of  3,400  tons 
burthen  ; besides  two  new  steamers  of  2,500  tons  each,  which 
have  been  contracted  for,  and  are  expected  to  be  ready  next 
spring.  Many  old  wooden  ships  have  been  lost,  and  very  few 
_ small  wooden  ships  are  being  built  now.  This  kind  of  vessel 
will  be  scarce  in  the  future.  People  here  believe  that  steamers 
will  gradually  supersede  sailing  ships,  especially  on  the  short 
routes. 

Trade  has  been  lively,  and  we  had  no  failures  last  year  among 
our  merchants. 

Last  summer  the  excavation  of  a new  canal  was  commenced, 
but  it  will  take  four  years  before  it  will  be  finished. 

81  vessels  arrived  frem  Great  Britain,  of  which  51  brought 
11,733  tons  of  coal  and  156  tons  of  coke;  and  28  arrived  in 
ballast. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  that  entered  this  port  in  1891 
was  222. 

167  Norwegian  vessels  cleared  for  Great  Britain  with  cargoes 
of  timber,  oil,  skins,  wood-pulp,  manure,  &c.  The  total  number 
of  vessels  cleared  were  145  sailing  vessels  and  49  steamers, 
measuring  in  all  66,722  tons  register.  Our  whaling  companies 
ship  most  of  the  oil  and  guano  direct  from  Finmarken  to  Great 
Britain. 

26  sealing  steamers,  measuring  6,446  tons  register,  had  a 
catch  of  66,752  seals,  66  ice  bears,  770  bottlenose  whales,  and 
1 blue  whale.  The  seal  oil  has  been  sold  partly  in  Hamburg 
and  partly  in  London  and  Glasgow,  and  it  fetched  about  20/. 
per  ton,  on  the  usual  conditions.  All  the  sealskins  have  been 
sold  as  formerly  b}’’  public  auction  in  London,  but  the  prices 
were  lower  than  in  1890  and  reached  an  average  of  only  about 
55.  each. 

The  total  catch  last  year  was  smaller  than  formerly,  for 
although  some  vessels  had  a good  catch  of  young  seals  the 
average  take  was  bad,  and  very  few  vessels  yielded  any  profits 
to  the  owners. 

Two  sealing  steamers  have  been  sold  to  Scotland,  one  has  left 
for  Greenland  with  a Danish  expedition,  and  has  not  yet  come 
back,  and  the  other  has  been  sold  for  the  trade  between  Iceland  and 
Norway,  and  is  going  as  a tender  to  a whaling  steamer  in 
Icelandic  waters. 
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There  will  thus,  in  all  probability,  be  five  sealers  less  next 
year  than  formerly. 

27  steamers,  measuring  821  register  tons,  caught  704  whales  Whaling, 
on  the  coast  of  Finmarken,  giving  about  2,500  tons  of  oil,  which 
mostly  has  been  sold  in  Scotland  at  19^.  per  ton,  average  price. 

Mr.  Svend  Foyn  sent  one  of  his  sealing  steamers  as  a tender  to 
a whaling  steamer  off  the  coast  of  Iceland  last  spring,  but  the 
sealing  steamer  was  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Iceland  and  totally 
lost  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  season.  Mr.  Foyn  intends  to  try 
again  this  year  with  another  steamer. 

Eight  steamers  on  the  coast  of  Iceland  have  caught  206  whales, 
of  which  10  were  “ north  capers,”  whose  whalebone  is  now  worth 
about  2,000Z.  per  ton. 

22  steamers  got  50  whales  in  the  Sleeve,  during  November 
and  December  last. 

A new  oil  manure  factory  has  been  built  at  Tinvik,  on  the 
Island  of  Noterd;  they  also  intend  to  erect  a refinery  in  connec- 
tion with  this  oil  factory. 

The  herring  fishery  was  carried  on  together  with  the  whaling 
along  the  south  coast  of  Norway,  and  great  quantities  of  herrings 
were  salted,  though  some  were  shipped  fresh  to  England  and 
Germany. 

51  sailing  vessels  and  6 steamers,  measuring  5,456  registered 
tons,  had  a catch  of  2,439  bottlo-nose  whales.  These  yielded 
about  22,000  tons  of  oil,  which  fetched  about  20/.  per  ton,  delivered 
Glasgow  and  London. 

Whale  guano  has  been  sold  at  5/.  175.  per  ton,  and  whalebone 
of  the  “fin”  and  “blue”  whales  at  100/.  per  ton  and  200/.  per 
ton  respectively. 

Seamen’s  wages  have  be^n  about  2/.  3s.  per  month. 

Health  has  been  good  during  the  past  year,  and  we  have  had  Health, 
no  epidemic  diseases.  The  sanatorium  at  Ormelet,  on  Tjomd 
Island,  was  visited  by  many  strangers  last  year;  the  living  is 
considered  good  and  the  fishing  magnificent.  A new  sanatorium  has 
also  been  built  at  Narverod,  about  6 English  miles  from  Tonsberg, 
close  to  Vallo  on  the  Christiania  Fjord,  with  good  bathing  and 
facilities  for  nice  fishing  about  the  surrounding  islands. 

These  were  destroyed  by  fire  last  summer,  and  have  now  been  Teje  rope 
rebuilt  and  fitted  up  with  the  best  machinery  for  the  manufacture  works, 
of  hemp,  manilla,  and  wire  ropes.  The  factory  has  recommenced 
working. 

Tonsberg  has  now  a little  over  7,000  inhabitants. 


I 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tonsberg 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Bottle-nose  oil . . 

1,048 

20,972 

815 

19,500 

Seal  oil . . 

672 

12,454 

400 

8,000 

Whale  oil 

541 

10,379 

266 

5,850 

Pit  props  and  lumber  . . 

1,192 

2,980 

4,405 

4,500 

Empty  barrels  . . 

2,463 

547 

500 

700 

Other  articles  . . 

651 

5,500 

319 

300 

Total 

6,567 

52,832 

6,705 

38,850 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tonsberg  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Coal  and  coke  . . 

11,889 

5,944 

6,700 

3,500 

Salt  

180 

. 135 

237 

175 

Barley  . . 

289 

2,800 

307 

3,000 

Hemp  .. 

146 

4,090 

227 

6,500 

Empty  barrels  . . 

5,450 

1,210 

. . 

. . 

Pinners  . . 

2 

220 

Other  articles  . , 

571 

732 

*900 

**665 

Total 

18,527 

15,131 

8,171 

13,730 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  Tonsberg  and  Imported  to  Tonsberg  from  and  to 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

Britain  . . 

£ 

34,269 

£ 

48,000 

£ 

6,356 

£ 

3,675 

Denmark 

1,347 

, , 

3,020 

4,543 

3,000 

Russia  . . 

6,500 

Sweden  . . 

830 

250 

279 

555 

Iceland  . . 

3,330 

. . 

Germany 

13,056 

4,000 

*933 

•• 

Total  . . 

52,832 

52,250 

15,131 

13,730 
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Beturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tonsberg  during  the 

Year  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
! Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

Norwegian 

143 

39,126 

‘'\2 

4V634 

155 

43,'i60 

Swedish  

58 

452 

• •• 

58 

452 

Danish  

8 

532 

8 

532 

Dutch  

1 

67 

1 

67 

Total  

210 

40,177 

12 

4,034 

222 

44,211 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels, 

Tons. 

British  

Norwegian 

119 

37,997 

"48 

27,826 

167 

65,’823 

Swedish  

16 

132 

16 

132 

Danish  

9 

667 

"1 

”■33 

10 

700 

Dutch 

1 

67 

! 

1 

67 

Total  

145 

38,863  1 

49 

27,859 

1 

66,722 

Vadso  (Vice-Consul  Akermand). 

Trade  in  1891  was  much  as  usual. 

The  bad  fisheries  of  late  years  in  the  Varanger  Fjord  are 
now  supj)osed  to  have  culminated,  as  the  fish  after  the  restriction 
of  the  time  allowed  for  whale-fishing  in  the  fjord  again  revisit 
their  former  haunts. 

The  prices  of  dried  fish  and  cod-liver  oil  have,  as  a rule,  been 
higher  than  they  were  last  year.  The  usual  brisk  trade  between 
this  port  and  tlie  Kussian  Murman  coast  and  Archangel  has  been 
considerably  less  than  formerly.  This  decrease  in  the  traffic  was 
caused  by  the  Kussian  prohibition  of  the  export  of  flour. 

The  state  of  health  has  been  good,  having  been  without  any 
epidemic  diseases. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Vadso  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Cod-liver  oil 

240 

5,300 

500 

5,848 

Dried  fish 

' 590 

15,263 

755 

16,780 

Salt  fish. . 

1,083 

3,759 

1,153 

4,005 

Manure  . . 

245 

2,450 

414 

4,137 

Reindeer  skins . . 

2 

156 

2 

250 

Horns  . . 

.. 

1 

6 

Salt  hides 

1 

’’  15 

Herrings 

•• 

•• 

25 

50 

Total 

1 

2,161 

26,943 

j 

2,850 

31,076 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Vadso  during  the 
Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

t 

: £ 

Salt 

773 

700 

1,435 

i 1,400 

Coals 

4,623 

3,000 

4,846 

4,800 

Groats  . . 

50 

630 

1 69 

i 648 

Rye-flour 

540 

7,700 

788 

5,628 

Wheat  flour 

5 

ICO 

4 

60 

Salt  meat 

11 

242 

14 

305 

Butter  . . 

3 

185 

4 

250 

Coffee  . . . . 

30 

2 

200 

Sugar  . . 

27 

1,500 

26 

1,460 

Tea 

1 

230 

1 

230 

Wine 

2 

120 

2 

120 

Spirits  . . 

5 

560 

4 

450 

Woollen  articles 

2 

1,200 

1 

600 

Cordage. . 

4 

• 80 

7 

140 

Iron  goods 

5 

25 

2 

10 

Petroleum 

10 

180 

18 

324 

Cod-liver  oil 

57 

1,156 

160 

2,400 

Dried  fish 

12 

285 

52 

1,000 

Wooden  articles 

800 

800 

1,200 

1,000 

Total  .. 

6,930 

19,623 

8,635 

21,025 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  Vadsd  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

Great  Britain 

Russia 

Italy 

Germany  . . 

Denmark  . . 

Total 

£ 

6,022 

14,000 

5,471 

2,450 

£ 

6,619 

14,342 

6,104 

4,011 

£ 

5,880 

11,123 

2V62O 

£ 

6,170 

11,431 

3,424 

26,943 

31,076 

19,623 

21,025 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Vadsd  during  the  Year 

1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

632 

1 

632 

Norwegian 

“‘s 

2,091 

38 

22,705 

46 

24,796 

Euseian  

43 

1,875 

13 

5,033 

56 

6,908 

Danish  

1 

146 

1 

146 

German  

2 

493 

2 

493 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

54 

4,605 

1 

52 

28,370 

106 

32,975 

1 

! 

31,606 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

682 

1 

632 

Norwegian 

*”8 

2,091 

38 

22,705 

46 

24,796 

Eussian  

40 

1,575 

13 

5,033 

53 

6,608 

Danish  

1 

146 

• •• 

1 

146 

German  

2 

493 

2 

493 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

51 

4,305 

52 

28,370 

103 

32,675 

... 

... 

... 

31,606 

100 


nokway. 


Vardo  (Vice-Consul  Holmboe). 


Imports  and 
exports. 


Good 

fisheries. 

Whaling. 


The  import  and  export  tonnage  to  and  from  Vardo  is  3,010 
tons  less  than  it  was  in  the  year  1890.  It  may  be  remarked 
that  all  vessels  coming  from  Great  Britain  with  salt  and  coal 
are  cleared  for  the  White  Sea  in  ballast^  and  contain  no  articles 
of  export  from  Vardo.  Of  course  the  tonnage  of  vessels  entered 
and  cleared  here  is  exactly  the  same,  as  all  vessels  entered  also 
cleared  outwards  during  the  same  season.  Between  the 
imj)ort  and  export  of  goods  there  is  a great  difference  of  tonnage, 
and  this  has  especially  been  the  case  during  1891. 

The  imported  goods  amounted  to  17,9 19  tons,  and  the  exported 
to  only  7,451  tons  10  cwts. 

In  the  year  1890  the  amount  of  exported  goods  was  10,370 
tons,  but  in  1891  great  quantities  of  stock  fish  were  stored  up 
for  the  winter.  The  good,  in  fact,  extremely  high,  prices  obtained 
for  this  particular  article  went  down  suddenly,  and  fish  owners 
have  since  then  been  expecting  better  prices.  They  will  not 
export  the  fish  until  a more  favourable  time  arrives.  They  having 
agreed  upon  the  price  at  which  they  are  prepared  to  sell. 

Of  British  vessels  there  entered  and  cleared  only  two  : one 
steamer  and  one  sailing  vessel. 

The  fishery  around  Vardo  and  all  over  the  whole  of  Finmarken 
(excepting  the  Varanger  Fjord)  was  very  rich  almost  the  whole 
year. 

Whaling  also  gave  very  good  results.  Along  the  coasts  of 
Finmarken  there  were  killed  700  whales,  and  some  few,  perhaps, 
were  killed  outside  of  Russian  Lapland.  The  Russian  whalers 
were  not  at  all  successful.  Their  two  establishments  are  closed 
and  the  owners  have  endeavoured  to  sell  their  buildings,  steamers, 
&c.,  very  cheap.  There  were  no  expeditions  to  Siberia  last  year. 
The  summer  was  very  short  and  also  very  cold,  for  which  reason, 
of  course,  the  grass  did  not  grow  as  higli  as  usual.  On  Russian 
territory  it  was  much  better,  and  this  place  was  sufficiently 
iurnished  with  hay  from  thence. 
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Eeturn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Vardo  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Countries  and  Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Great  Britain  - 

Whale  finners  . . 

9 

225 

Whalebone 

75 

300 

Whale-oil 

970 

19,653 

1,150 

23,300 

Guano  . , 

198 

1,020 

Miscellaneous  , . 

*378 

Italy — 

Stock  fish 

400 

9,000 

1,300 

22,170 

Russia — 

Stock  fish 

57^ 

900 

50 

830 

Salted  „ 

5,300 

23,600 

6,100 

23,860 

Herrings 

51 

140 

70 

300 

Miscellaneous  . . 

50 

Germany — 

Whale-oil  and  fish  liver- 

oil  

486 

9^414 

650 

13,000 

Guano  . . 

86 

574 

850 

5,670 

Reindeer  horns  and 

skins  . . 

•• 

•• 

2 

20 

Total 

7,45H 

64,234 

10,370 

90,170 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Vardo  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Countries  and  Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Great  Britain  — 

Salt 

2,017 

1,571 

2,240 

1,745 

Coals 

9,117 

7,336 

8,700 

7,000 

Ironware 

lU 

306 

15 

400 

Miscellaneous  . . 

2 

163 

Russia — 

Butter  . . 

6 

380 

lU 

700 

Rye  flour 

2,400 

18,750 

2,600 

16,250 

Wheaten  flour  . . 

13.1 

216 

10^ 

140 

Oatmeal 

195 

1,969 

260 

2,100 

Meat,  salted 

Cordage  of  hemp 

36.i 

756 

66 

1,350 

14^ 

517 

13^ 

450 

Outer  bark  of  birch  , . 

70 

506 

47 

340 

Timber,  deals,  and  wood 

3,701 

3,360 

2,970 

2,750 

Salmon,  salted . . 

30 

1,167 

Cod -liver  oil  . . 

245 

3,675 

Miscellaneous  . . 

16 

539 

25 

700 

Germany — 

Sugar,  tea,  and  coflfee . . 

24 

840 

11 

400 

Petroleum 

7 

121 

15 

260 

Cement . . 

, * 

450 

780 

Miscellaneous.. 

* 13 

680 

40 

1,400 

Total 

17,919 

42,852 

17,474^ 

36,765 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Vardo  during  the  Year 


1891. 


Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons 

British  

1 

356 

1 

652 

2 

1,008 

Norwegian 

14 

3,335 

19 

6,597 

33 

9,932 

Kusaian  

161 

6,413 

16 

• 5,985 

177 

12,398 

German  

1 

561 

3 

910 

4 

1,471 

Danish  

1 

180 

1 

180 

Swedish  

1 

282 

1 

1 

282 

Total  

179 

11,127 

39 

14,144 

218 

25,271 

Note. — All  the  entered  vessels  also  cleared. 


Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  the  Principal  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Vardo  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

• £ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain 

20,556 

24,320 

9,376 

9,145 

Italy  ..  ♦ 

9,000 

22,170 

. . 

Russia 

24,690 

24,990 

3l’,836 

24,780 

Germany  . . 

9,988 

18,690 

1,641 

2,840 

Total 

64,234 

90,170 

42,852 

36,765 
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..  Id. 

1111.  Brunei 

..  lid. 

1053.  Lima 

. . Id. 

1112.  Athens 

..  2id. 

1054.  Bilbao 

,.  lid. 

1113.  Alexandria  . . 

. . Id. 

1055.  Cadiz 

..  2d. 

1114.  Vienna 

..  Id. 

1056.  Corunna 

. , 

..  2id. 

, 1115.  Stettin 

..  2id. 

1057.  Saigon 

..  Id. 

1116.  Berne 

..  Id. 

1058.  Port-au-Prince 

..  Id. 

1117.  Palermo 

..  2id. 

1059.  Trebizond  . . 

..  Id. 

1118.  Tokio.. 

..  lid. 

1060.  Barcelona  , . 

. . lid. 

1119.  St.  Petersburg 

..  8d. 

1061.  Tainan 

..  Id. 

1120.  Teneriffe 

o • 

Id. 
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. . lid. 
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..  Id. 
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..  id. 
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..  2d. 
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..  id. 
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Sir  Claude  MacDonald  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 


My  Lord,  London^  December  7,  1892. 

1 HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  a lieport  on  the 
Customs  woik  done  during  the  year  ending  July  31,  1892,  in 
Her  Majesty’s  Protectorate  of  the  Oil  Rivers. 

The  Report  is  supported  l)y  Tables  supplying  information 
which  may  be  interesting  to  the  commercial  world. 

The  Customs  Department  under  the  su[)erintendence  of  Mr. 
Vice-Consul  T.  A.  Wall  has  worked  smoothly  and  well. 

1 have,  66C. 

(Signed)  CLAUDE  M.  MACDONALD. 


Vice-Consul  T.  A.  Wall  to  Sir  Claude  MacDonald y K.C.M.C. 

Sir,  Old  Calabar^  August  1,  1892. 

I Have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  the  first  Annual 
Report  on  the  Trade  of  the  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  with  the 
appended  Returns  of  the  Customs  Department  for  the  pe  riod  from 
August  1,  1891,  to  July  31,  1892. 

1 have,  &c. 

(Signed)  T.  A.  WALL. 
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Results. 


Native 

officers. 


Staff. 


Stations. 


Comparative 

statement. 


Returns. 


The  results  of  the  year  ended  July  31  as  regards  imports 
and  exports  are  in  excess  in  proportion  to  the  first  five  months. 
The  duty  collected,  however,  fell  short  of  the  estimate. 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  Vice-Consul  in  each  river  the 
duties  of  the  Customs  Department  were  performed  by  native 
officers,  chiefly  from  Sierra-Leone  and  the  Gold  Coast.  These 
officers  had  a very  limited  time  to  prepare  themselves  for  their 
work ; but  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  the  good  services 
rendered  by  them,  both  in  the  indoor  and  outdoor  branches. 

The  staff  consists  at  present  of  1 chief  clerk,  1 statistical 
officer,  and  32  officers  arranged  into  classes  according  to  their 
qualifications  where  best  fitted  at  the  out-stations.  It  is  with 
much  satisfaction  that  I can  refer  to  communications  received 
from  the  Vice-Consuls  generally  testifying  to  the  vvillingness  and 
efficiency  of  these  officers. 

Customs  stations  have  been  established  at  Old  Calabar, 
Opobo,  Bonny,  Brass,  Benin,  and  Warri.  As  soon  as  it  is 
practicable,  with  the  development  of  trade,  I would  venture  to 
propose  that  additional  stations  be  opened  at  the  various  sub- 
ports, especially  so  at  New  Calabar,  thus  enabling  vessels  to 
proceed  there  direct  without  touching  at  Bonny. 

A comparative  statement  of  the  value  of  Imports  and  Exports 
and  Duties  collected  in  each  district  is  shown  in  Table  C. 

The  adoption  of  the  special  measures  directetl  to  be  taken  in 
the  collection  of  duties  as  well  as  in  other  matters  connected  with 
merchants,  and  of  masters  of  vessels  entering  the  Protectorate, 
have  considerably  lessened  the  primary  difficidties  in  the  way  of 
establishing  a recognised  system  both  at  Old  Calabar  and  the 
other  rivers. 

The  appended  returns  prepared  will,  I trust,  assist  much  in 
forming  a correct  estimate  of  the  trade  carried  on  in  these  rivers, 
taking  into  account  the  fact  that  prior  to  August  1 last  all  details 
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of  trade  were  illusioneiy,  there  being  no  Custom-Houses  nor  any 
nieo,ns  of  obtaining  authentic  information  of  the  business  carried 
on  in  the  Protectorate.  The  transactions  of  the  year  cannot,  there- 
fore, I regret  to  say,  be  compared  with  previous  years. 


Imports.  ) 

Tlie  imports  into  the  Protectorate,  classified  in  the  returns 
(Tables  A and  A 1)  under  “Dutiable”  and  “Free”  articles,  comprise 
nearly  every  variety  of  European  manufacture.  British  trade  is, 
of*  course,  considerable,  and  appears  susceptible  of  marked 
development. 

I venture  to  enclose  a comparative  statement,  Table  H,  show- 
ing the  rate  of  duty  on  imports  into  the  Protectorate,  and  those 
of  other  Colonies  and  places  on  the  coast  as  far  as  I have,  at 
present,  been  able  to  collect  them. 

J udging  from  the  results  of  the  first  five  months  I estimated  the  Yalue  of 
annual  value  of  imports  at  709,269^.  The  returns  now  presented  imports, 
show  an  increase  of  39,154/.,  the  total  value  for  the  year  being 
748,423/.  12s.  8d. 

Table  D shows  the  total  value  of  imports  from,  and  exports  to, 
the  United  Kingdom  and  other  countries.  When  means  for 
reaching  the  interior  districts  are  secured,  trade  will  be  pushed 
further  inland,  bringing  into  possession  the  unlimited  resources  of 
these  vast  waterways,  and  making  room  for  a larger  introduction 
of  British  and  other  manufactures. 

The  total  duty  collected  for  the  year  amounted  to  Duty. 
87,696/.  25.  4c/.  The  actual  duty,  after  deducting  the  rebates  on 
dutiable  articles  paid  to  Kroo  boys,  overcharges  refunded,  &c.,  as 
shown  in  the  schedule,  is  83,779/.  65.  lOd.  Besides  the  amount 
of  2,093/.  10.9.  refunded  at  Old  Calabar  on  goods  imported  by  the 
steamship  “ Coomassie.’^  A quantity  of  cargo  by  the  same  vessel 
was  declared  “free”  at  other  ports,  on  which  no  duty  was 
collected.  The  duty  recoverable  thereon  w^as  1,498/.  I65. 

It  must  be  taken  into  consideration  that  duty  on  spirits  Revision  of 
assessed  upon  the  old  wine  gallon  from  August  1 to  December  31,  gallonage. 
1891,  was  collected  on  the  Imperial  gallon  from  January  1,  1892, 

The  total  quantity  imported  under  the  latter  arrangement  was 
544,494  gallons.  Duty  amounting  to  5,444/.  195.  was  conse- 
quently lost.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  with  the 
increase  in  the  value  of  imports,  the  duty  fell  in  proportion  to  the 
first  five  months. 

There  were  goods  with  a duty  of  8,897/.  I85.  2d.  in  Bond  on  Duty  on 
July  31,  1892.  Bondedgoods. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  copy  of  the  revised  Customs 
tariff,  Table  J,  upon  which  the  revenue  has  been  assessed, 
together  with  a copy  of  the  classified  list.  Table  K,  of  imports 
and  exports  of  the  Protectorate. 
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Trading 

Chiefs. 


Produce. 


Value  of 
imports  and 
exports. 
Number  and 
tonnage  of 
vessels. 


Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  general  standard  of  the  Natives 
of  the  Oil  Rivers,  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  returns  of 
imports  are  intended  for  the  native  markets  only,  and  consumed 
almost  exclusively  by  them. 

The  Chiefs  and  other  well-to-do  natives  are  generally  engaged 
in  a “middleman”  trade,  obtaining  goods  from  the  merchants  and 
sending  their  “ boys  ” or  domestics  with  them  to  the  interior 
districts,  in  exchange  for  the  various  products.  The  debts 
contracted  under  these  circumstances  are  invariably  the  pretext 
for  closing  the  markets  and  interior  roads,  the  seizure  and 
detention  of  persons ; a system  which,  fortunately,  is  being 
speedily  repressed. 


Exports. 


In  the  return  of  exports,  Table  B,  1 have  given  a detailed  list 
of  the  principal  articles,  viz. : palm  oil,  palm  kernels,  indiarubber, 
ebony,  and  ivory,  products  of  the  Oil  Rivers  exported  from  our 
waterways  in  exchange  for  European  commodities. 

The  following  quantities  were  exported  during  the  year : 
palm  oil,  9,633,867  gallons;  palm  kernels,  32,174  tons;  india- 
rubber,  373,839  lbs.;  ebony,  443  tons;  ivory,  2,737  lbs.  These 
figures  represent  a very  small  portion  of  the  inexhaustible  products 
of  the  Protectorate. 

It  is  a fact  worthy  of  notice  that  the  proportion  of  kernels  to 
oil  exported  is  exceedingly  low  as  compared  with  Lagos  and 
other  places,  this  shows  that  the  kernel  trade  is  capable  of 
developm.ent. 

The  total  value  of  all  articles  exported  amounting  to 
780,139Z.  17s.  !</.,  31,716/.  4s.  5d.  over  the  value  of  imports  and 
133,969/.  17s.  Id.  in  excess  of  the  estimate. 

The  total  value  of  trade,  exports  and  imports  together,  is 
1,528,563/.  95.  M. 

In  Table  G is  shown  the  number  of  vessels  with  tonnage 
entered  and  cleared  in  each  district,  and  a general  statement  of 
British  vessels  entered  and  cleared  in  the  Protectorate  from  and 
to  Great  Britain  and  foreign  countries. 

During  the  year  under  review  I have  twice  inspected  the  out- 
stations,  first  in  September,  1891,  and  again  in  February,  1892, 
furnishing  means  for  the  better  prosecution  of  the  work  of  the 
Department.  A marked  improvement  was  the  result  on  my 
second  visit,  and  I believe  a substantial  foundation  has  now  been 
built  up  for  the  further  development  and  success  of  the  Department 
under  my  control. 

In  presenting  this  report  I am  aware  there  is  much  to  be 
desired  as  regards  its  completeness  ; but  the  difficulties  attendant 
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on  pioneering  efforts  and  the  'peculiar  circumstances  under  which 
the  Department  was  organised  will,  I'  trust,  be  an  excuse  for  all 
shortcomings. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  the  Vice-Consuls  in  the 
several  districts  for  their  willing  co-operation,  and  the  assistance 
rendered  in  the  discharge  of  the  various  and  somewhat  complex 
duties  of  my  Department. 
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Table  A. — Dutiable  Imports  into  the  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate, 
with  Quantity,  Value,  and  Duty,  from  August  1,  1891,  to 
July  31,  1892. 


Articles. 

Countries  whence 
Imported. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Duty. 

Ale,  beer,  and  I rter 

United  Kingdom ... 

Doz.  quarts 

3,470 

1,843 

£ 8.  d. 

1,378  10  9 

£ .t.  d. 

86  15  0 

Germany 

>> 

618  13  5 

46  14  0 

Holland  

4.56 

135  11  4 

118  0 

Grand  Canary 

16 

8 0 0 

0 8 0 

Leeward  Coast  ... 

4 

1 3 5 

0 2 0 

Total  

••• 

... 

5,789 

2,141  18  11 

145  7 0 

Brandy  

United  Kingdom ... 

Gallons  ... 

606 

349  5 8 

30  3 0 

Germany 

» 

383 

83  3 4 

19  3 0 

t&,I  •••  #«• 

... 

... 

989 

432  9 0 

49  6 0 

Gin  and  Geneva 

United  Kingdom... 

Gallons  ... 

69,095 

7,276  7 10 

3,453  18  0 

Germany 

240,651 

27,296  2 11 

8,385  14  0 

Holland  

If  ••• 

526,376 

52,192  5 1 

22.314  0 0 

Windward  Coast ... 

If 

2,450 

272  16  6 

122  10  0 

Leeward  Coast  ... 

II 

2 

0 13  10 

0 2 0 

Total  

... 

... 

838,574 

87,038  6 2 

34,276  4 0 

Gunpowder 

United  Kingdom .. 

Lbs. 

665,785 

10,931  14  9 

5,298  4 2 

Guns 

,, 

Number  ... 

16,398 

8,267  8 2 

957  17  6 

Germany 

II  ••• 

14,629 

6,061  17  3 

1,103  9 0 

Holland  

II  •'* 

31,145 

15,003  8 11 

2,454  0 0 

Grand  Canary 

If 

100 

45  8 4 

5 0 0 

Total  

... 

62,272 

29,378  2 8 

4,520  6 6 

Lead 

United  Kingdom ... 

Lbs. 

87,142 

681  18  7 

370  13  6 

Germany 

11  ••• 

3,840 

30  0 0 

16  0 0 

Total  

... 

90,982 

711  18  7 

386  13  6 

Liqueurs  

United  Kingdom... 

Gallons  ... 

905 

147  3 2 

44  10  0 

Germany 

11 

8,437 

1,432  6 2 

346  17  0 

Holland  

2,672 

477  3 0 

72  14  0 

Total  

... 

12,014 

2,056  12  4 

464  1 0 

Bum  

United  Kingdom ... 

Gallons  ... 

206,565 

13,123  16  1 

9,860  17  0 

Germany 

II  ••• 

266,606 

18,707  18  11 

12,351  6 0 

Holland  

II  ••• 

25,231 

1,767  10  3 

730  9 0 

Grand  Canary 

II  ••• 

11,875 

868  0 0 

593  15  0 

Leeward  Coast  ... 

If  ••• 

1,900 

118  15  0 

95  0 0 

Total  

... 

512,177 

34,586  0 3 

23,631  7 0 

Salt  •••  ...  ... 

United  Kingdom  ... 

Tons 

6,636 

10,861  10  5 

1,247  4 0 

Germany 

11  ••• 

36 

46  16  0 

7 4 0 

Holland  

II  ••• 

34 

75  0 0 

6 16  0 

Total  

... 

6,606 

10,983  6 5 

1,261  4 0 

Spirits  not  enume- 

rated   

United  Kingdom  ... 

Gallons  ... 

13 

12  3 6 

0 13  0 

Tobacco  

United  Kingdom ... 

Lbs. 

2,190,542 

48,444  19  8 

17,440  5 5 

Whiskey  

United  Kingdom ... 

Gallons  ... 

2,531 

974  1 1 

123  6 ‘O 

Germany 

II 

10 

7 6 6 

0 10  0 

Holland  

II 

5 

2 14  0 

0 5 0 

Leeward  Coast  ... 

1)  ••• 

6 

3 16  9 

0 6 0 

Grand  Canary 

II  ••• 

4 

2 12  6 

0 4 0 

Total  

... 

... 

2,556 

990  10  10 

124  11  0 

OLD  CALABAR. 
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Dutiable  Imports  into  the  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  with 
Quantity,  Value,  and  Duty,  from  August  1, 1891,  to  July  31, 
1892 — continued. 


Articles. 

Countries  whence 
Imported. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Duty. 

Wines 

United  Kingdom  ... 

Doz.  quarts 

.3,726 

£ *.  d. 

2,692  1 0 

£ 8.  d. 

93  14  9 

Germany 

131 

89  8 8 

3 5 6 

Grand  Canary 

>» 

10 

6 0 0 

0 5 0 

Windward  Coast ... 

»»  ••• 

17 

7 6 0 

0 8 6 

Leeward  Coast  ... 

„ 

60 

75  0 0 

0 2 6 

Total  

... 

3,934 

2,869  15  8 

97  16  3 

Articles  for  repair 

or  return  (guns)  ... 

Germany 

Number  ... 

620 

106  13  0 

Free 

Grand  total 

... 

230,684  11  8 

87,695  18  10 

y AFRICA. 

Table  Al. — Principal  Imports  (free)  into  the  Oil  Pivers 
Protectorate,  with  Quantity  and  Value,  from  August  1,  1891, 
to  July  31,  1892. 


Articles. 

Ammunition.. 

Total  . . 

Anchors  and  chains. . 
Animals,  living 

Total . , 

Bags  and  sacks 

Total. . . 

Beads 

Total  . . 
Bedding 

Total . . 

Beef  and  pork 

Total  . . 

Bitters 

Total . . 

Boats  and  canoes 

Total.. 

Books,  printed 

Total  . . 

Brass  and  copperware 


Countries  whence 
Imported. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ a. 

d. 

United  Kingdom  . . 

Packages 

628 

444  17 

1 

Germany  . . 

>9 

3 

11  6 

6 

•• 

631 

■456  3 

7 

United  Kingdom  . 

Number 

218 

320  13 

6 

United  Kingdom., 

19 

68  10 

0 

Grand  Canary 

99 

5 

197  0 

0 

•• 

•• 

24 

266  10 

0 

United  Kingdom  . . 

Packages 

626 

4,538  3 

7 

Germany  . . 

99 

36 

292  3 

10 

Windward  Coast  . . 

99 

4 

37  10 

0 

•• 

666 

4,867  17 

5 

United  Kingdom.. 

Packages 

1,097 

14,289  3 

6 

Germany  . . 

90 

2,000  13 

3 

Holland  . . 

99 

22 

626  1 

1 

1,209 

16,815  17 

10 

United  Kingdom . . 

Packages 

103 

704  11 

10 

Germany  . . 

99 

10 

8 5 

10 

113 

712  17 

8 

United  Kingdom . . 

Packages 

3,982 

7,957  2 

11 

Germany  . . 

99 

107 

219  0 

1 

Windward  Coast  . . 

99 

5 

7 2 

9 

4,094 

8,183  6 

9 

U nited  Kingdom  . . 

Packages 

60 

76  17 

11 

Germany  . . 

99 

9 

1 17 

0 

59 

78  14 

11 

U nited  Kingdom  . . 

Number 

153 

2,233  0 

<0 

Germany 

99 

1 

85  0 

0 

154 

2,318  0 

0 

United  Kingdom  . . 

Packages 

70 

146  19 

0 

Germany  .. 

8 

15  8 

2 

73 

162  7 

2 

United  Kingdom  . . 

Packages 

7,1^54 

14,582  10 

9 

Germany  . . 

*9 

71 

351  8 

7 

7,826 

14,933  19 

4 

Total  . . 
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Principal  Imports  (free)  into  the  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  with 
Quantity  and  Value,  from  August  1,  1891,  to  July  31,  1892 
— continued. 


Articles. 

Countries  whence 
Imported. 

Bread  and  biscuit  . . 

United  Kingdom  . . 
Germany  ; 

Total  . . 

Building  materials  .. 

United  Kingdom  . . 
Germany  . . 

France 

Holland  .. 
Windward  Coast  . . 
Leeward  Coast 

Total . . 

Candles 

United  Kingdom  . . 
Germany  . . 

Holland  . . 
Windward  Coast  . . 
Leeward  Co  ist 

Total  . . 

Cartridges  . . 

United  Kingdom  . . 
Germany  . . 

Total  . . 

Clocks  and  watches  . . 

United  Kingdom  . . 
Germany  , , • . . 

Total  . 

Clothing,  Military  and 
Houssa 

United  Kingdom  . . 

Coals  . . 

United  Kingdom  . , 
Germany  . . 

Holland  . . 

Total  . . 

Combs  and  brushes  . . 

United  Kingdom  . . 
Germany  . . 

Grand  Canary 

Toial  . . 

Coopers’  stores 

United  Kingdom 
Germany  . . 

Holland  . . 
Windward  Coast  . . 

Total  ^ 

•• 

Cordage  and  twine  .. 

United  Kingdom  .. 

1 Germany  . . 

Total  .. 


Quantity. 

’ Yalue. 

£ 

s. 

d.. 

Packages 

8,7ff4 

8,193 

11 

8 

9 

20 

6 

0 

•• 

8,773 

8,213 

17 

8 

Packages 

30,149 

9,570 

4 

6 

„ 

..  237 

367 

6 

4 

3 

2 

1 

6 

10 

6 

16 

5 

99 

145 

115 

16 

0 

99 

350 

101 

9 

8 

30,894 

10,163 

13 

5 

Packages 

3,221 

1,033 

13 

4 

)9 

888 

394 

8 

5 

99 

1,24" 

674 

14 

11 

99 

40 

20 

10 

0 

99 

1 

12 

0 

•• 

5,390 

2,123 

18 

8 

Number 

34,010 

134 

19 

11- 

99 

400 

2 

10 

0 

34,410 

137 

9 

11 

Packages 

82 

268 

0 

10 

99 

5 

39 

0 

7 

87 

307 

1 

6 

Packages 

8 

288 

14 

0 

Tons 

961 

1,411 

4 

0 

99 

211 

197 

3 

6 

99 

1)1 

141 

18 

8 

1,28.3 

1,750 

6 

2 

Packages 

216 

255 

6 

0 

99 

4 

3 

0 

0 

99 

2 

2 

6 

222 

258 

8 

6 

Packages 

66,200 

45,146 

17 

11 

,, 

2,875 

2,075 

10 

0 

99 

7,174 

4,901 

15 

7 

99 

1 

10 

0 

76,256 

62,124 

13 

6 

Packages 

471 

1,217 

18 

11 

99 

2 

7 

4 

0 

478 

1^25 

2 

11 
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Principal  Imports  (free)  into  the  Oil  liivers  Protectorate,  with 
Quantity  and  Value,  from  August  1,  1891,  to  July  31,  1892 
— continued. 


Articles. 

Countries  whence 
Imported. 

Cotton  goods. , 

United  Kingdom  . . 
Germany 

Holland  .. 
Windward  Coast  .. 

Total  .. 

.. 

Drugs  and  medicines 

United  Kingdom . . 
Germany  . . 

Holland  . . j . . 

Total.. 

.. 

Earthenware  . 

United  Kingdom 
Germany  .. 

Holland  .. 

Grand  Canary 
Windward  Coast  .. 

Total , , 

•• 

Flints  . 

United  Kingdom  .. 

Flour 

United  Kingdom . . 
Germany  . . 

Total  . . 

.. 

Furniture 

United  Kingdom  .. 

! Germany  . . 

Leeward  Caast  . . 

Total  . , 

• • 

Glassware 

United  Kingdom . . 
Germany 

Holland  . . 
Windward  Coast .. 
Leeward  Coast 

Total  . . 

• . 

Haberdashery  S 

United  Kingdom  . . 
Germany  . . 

Grand  Canary 
Windward  Coast  .. 

Total . . 

•• 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

United  Kingdom . . 
Germany  . . 

Holland  . . 
Windward  Coast  .. 
Leeward  Coast 

Total  . . 

, , 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Packages 

9,556 

175,289 

3 

1 

9} 

67 

722 

16 

8 

9) 

2 

32 

7 

0 

99 

68 

1,332 

10 

2 

- 

9,683 

177,376  16 

11 

Packages 

40i 

2,128 

18 

10 

99 

3 

19 

1 

11 

99 

2 

86  17 

4 

•• 

(409 

2,184  18 

1 

Packages 

51468 

9,713 

12 

8 

99 

64 

253 

7 

5 

99 

1 

1 

8 

2 

9f 

2 

0 

4 

0 

99 

10 

72 

8 

4 

5,545 

10,041 

0 

7 

Packages 

370 

436 

8 

2 

159 

256 

18 

11 

- 

7 

18 

10 

6 

1 

16G 

275 

9 

5 

Packages 

625 

2,422 

7 

2 

99 

28 

183 

10 

4 

99 

1 

0 

2 

6 

•• 

554 

2,603 

0 

0 

Packages 

688 

2,270 

14 

6 

99 

143 

601 

15 

2 

99 

109 

184 

0 

10 

25 

16 

5 

0 

2 

0 

5 

0 

•• 

967 

2,973 

0 

6 

Packages 

718 

4,190 

12 

3 

99 

11 

87 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

99 

4 

16 

14 

2 

..  . 

734 

4,295 

8 

G 

Packages 

92,673 

61,612 

15 

8 

5,052 

13,452 

3 

0 

4,492 

5,106 

8 

n 

99 

2,399 

166 

18 

8 

99 

902 

26 

15 

t> 

, • 

105,618 

70,365 

1 

9 
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Principal  Imports  (free)  into  the  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  with 
Quantity  and  Value,  from  August  1,  1891,  to  July  31,  1892 
— continued. 


Articles. 

Countries  whence 
Imported. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Indiarubber  goods  . . 

United  Kingdom . . 

Packages 

41 

£ s.  d. 
114  3 5 

Germany  .. 

1 

0 3 0 

Total . . 

•• 

•• 

42 

114  6 5 

Jewellery  and  plate  . . 

United  Kingdom . . 

Packages 

117 

801  5 8 

Germany  . . 

„ 

4 

82  0 0 

Holland  . . 

99 

1 

14  8 3 

Total . • 

•• 

•• 

122 

897  13  11 

Kerosine  and  other 

United  Kingdom . . 

Packages 

460 

294  3 0 

illuminating  oils 

Germany  . . 

99 

106 

38  12  9 

Holland  . . 

99 

45 

17  17  3 

Grand  Canary 

99 

159 

75  13  0 

Windward  Coast  . . 

99 

87 

59  2 0 

Total . . 

•• 

•• 

857 

485  8 0 

Lamps 

United  Kingdom  . . 

Packages 

180 

1,024  2 11 

Germany  , , 

99 

22 

86  18  5 

Holland  . . 

99 

1 

4 7 4 

Total . . 

•• 

« • 

203 

1,115  8 8 

Leather  goods 

United  Kingdom . . 

Packages 

279 

921  0 8 

Germany  . . 

99 

4 

28  14  3 

Grand  Canary 

„ 

3 

18  11  0 

Windward  Coast  . . 

99 

2 

15  17  4 

Total . . 

•• 

•• 

288 

984  3 3 

Lumber 

United  Kingdom . . 

Feet  Sup. 

252,528 

3,236  10  1 

Germany  . . 

„ 

8,625 

50  4 7 

Holland  .. 

1,716 

3 19  4 

Total . . 

•• 

•• 

262,869 

3,290  14  0 

Machinery  . . 

United  Kingdom . . 

Packages 

155 

6S9  0 6 

Germany  .. 

99 

7 

20  11  8 

Windward  Coast  .. 

2 

3 0 0 

Total . . 

•• 

•• 

164 

722  12  2 

Mineral  waters 

United  Kingdom .. 

Packages 

840 

1,119  1 8 

Germany  . . 

» 

5,130 

1,083  19  2 

Leeward  Coast 

>» 

3 

4 17  0 

Total . . 

.. 

• • 

6,973 

2,207  17  10 

Oars  and  paddles  . . 

United  Kingdom,. 

Number 

384 

195  18  6 

12 
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Principal  Imports  (free)  into  the  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  with 
Quantity  and  Value,  from  August  1,  1891,  to  July  31,  1892 
— continued. 
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Articles. 

Countries  whence 
Imported. 

Paints  and  oils 

United  Kingdom . . 
Germany  . . 

Grand  Canary 
Windward  Coast  . . 
Leeward  Coast 

^ Total.. 

Perfumery  . . 

United  Kingdom  . . 
Geimany  .. 
Holland  .. 

Grand  Canary 
Leeward  Coast 

Total  . . 

Photographic  ap- 

paratus 

United  Kingdom  . . 
Grand  Canary 

W indward  Coast  . . 

Total  . . 

Percussion  caps  . . ! 

1 United  Kingdom  . . 
Germany  . . 

Total . . 

Pictures 

United  Kingdom . . 
Germany  . . 

^ . Total . . 

Pipesj  clay,  and  all 
kinds 

United  ILingdom  . . 

Poultry 

United  Kingdom  .. 
VV  indward  Coast  . . 
Leeward  Coast 

Total.. 

Provisions  . . . . 

United  Kingdom  . . 
Germany  . . 
Holland  .. 

Grand  Canary 
Windward  Coast  . . 
Leeward  Coast 

Total.. 

Rice.' . . k . ' • • 

United  Kingdom . . 
Germany 

Windward  Coast  .. 
Leeward  Cjoast 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Packages 

1,514 

1,513 

2 

4 

106 

102 

5 

3 

43 

21 

2 

0 

9f 

11 

15 

13 

6 

99 

179 

67 

5 

0 

•• 

1,853 

1,719 

8 

1 

Packages 

414 

931 

6 

2 

99 

23 

134 

1 

9 

99 

4 

30 

2 

6 

99 

5 

12 

15 

8 

1 

0 

15 

0 

447 

1,109 

1 

1 

Packages 

53 

116 

13 

4 

2 

0 

4 

0 

1 

15 

8 

0 

56 

132 

5 

4 

Number. . 

32,810,500 

1,824 

18 

10 

- 

560,000 

65 

19 

3 

33,370,500 

1,890 

18 

1 

Packages 

50 

94 

13 

9 

1 

0 

12 

0 

•• 

51 

95 

5 

9 

Packages 

1,837 

526 

12 

2 

N umber 

265 

17 

10 

0 

99 

294 

58 

4 

0 

99 

30 

1 

8 

0 

589 

77 

2 

0 

Packages 

6,310 

14,927 

10 

11 

}9 

387 

743 

10 

1 

15 

76 

9 

4 

99 

40 

5 

7 

0 

73 

33 

13 

0 

99 

34 

28 

14 

5 

6,859 

15,815 

4 

9 

Cwts. 

30,798 

15,293 

18 

8 

780 

356 

14 

11 

6 

7 

17 

6 

99  . 

9 

6 

5 

0 

31,593 

) 15,664 

16 

1 

Total  . 1 
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Principal  Imports  (free)-into  the  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  with- 
Qiiantity  and  Value,  from  August  1/  I89lj  to  July  31,  1892  ' 
— continued. 


Articles. 

Countries  whence 
Imported. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

• - 

--- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Silk  goods  , . . . 

United  Kingdom.. 

Packages 

332 

15,886 

3 

1 

Grermany  . ; ' 

27 

792 

13 

3 

V»  indward  Coast  . . 

1 

24 

4 

0 

Total  . . 

•• 

360 

16,703 

0 

4 

Soap  . . 

United  Kingdom  . . 

Packages 

42,192 

4,710 

6 

3 

Germany  . . 

„ 

412 

32 

6 

10 

Leeward  Coast 

1 

0 

4 

6 

Total. . 

•• 

•• 

42,605 

4,742 

17 

7 

Specie 

United  Kingdom  . . 

Packages 

126 

20,239 

9 

0 

Germany  - 

5 

245 

0 

0 

Windward  Coast  . . ‘ 

i9 

4 

475 

0 

0 

Leeward  Coast 

2 

271 

15 

0 

Total  . . 

.. 

i 

137 

21,231 

4 

0 

Stationery  . . 

United  Kingdom . , 

Packages 

380 

925 

3 

7 

Germany  . , 

5 

5 

15 

6 

Total  . . 

385 

1 O 

CO 

05  1 

1 

1 

19 

1 

Steam  launches 

United  Kingdom  . . 

Number. . 

3 

2,050 

0 

0 

Tar 

United  Kingdom  . . 

Packages 

158 

131 

0 

7 

Germany  . . 

99 

8 

9 

8 

11 

Total . . 

166 

140 

9 

6 

Tobacco,  manufac- 

United Kingdom  . . 

T,bs.  . . 

976 

114 

6 

4 

tured 

Germany  . . 

99 

13 

8 

1 

6 

Holland  .. 

99 

168 

28 

6 

0 

Total  . . 

/ 

1,147 

! 

1 ^ 

O 1 

13 

10 

Umbrellas  .. 

United  Kingdom . . 

Packages 

277 

1,569 

10 

2 

Germany  . , 

99 

6 

16 

9 

2 

Total  . . 

•• 

282 

1,585 

19 

4 

Wearing  apparel 

United  Kingdom  . . 

Packages 

1,031 

11,927 

8 

9 

Germany  . . 

99 

23 

223 

13 

7 

Siena  Leone 

99 

1 

1 

15 

9 

Windward  Coast  . . 

99 

4 

37 

2 

0 

Leeward  Coast 

1 

3 

10 

0 

Total  . . 

•• 

1,060 

12,193 

10 

1 

W oollen  goods 

United  Kingdom . . 

Packages 

352 

7,992 

17 

4 

Germany  . . 

99 

1 

32 

6 

0 

Windward  Coast 

99 

1 

21 

18 

9 

Total . . 

•• 

‘ 

364 

8,047 

2 

1 

14 


AFRICA. 


Principal  Imports  (free)  into  the  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  with 
Quantity  and  Value,  from  August  1,  1891,  to  July  31,  1892 
— continued. 


Articles. 

Countries  whence 
Imported. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Value,  principal 
articles 

Value,  other  articles 

f • 

• « 

•• 

£ 8.  d. 

511,213  9 1 

6,525  11  11 

Total . . 

• • 

•• 

517,739  1 0 

V alue,  imports 

dutiable 

Value,  imports  free 

• • 

• • 

•• 

230,684  11  8 

517,739  1 0 

Total  value  of 
imports 

• • 

•• 

748,423  12  8 

i 


1 


OLD  GALA  bail 
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Table  B. — Exports  from  the  Oil  Elvers  Protectorate,  with 
Quantity  and  Value,  from  August  1,  1891;  to  Julj  3l,  1892. 


Principal  Articles.  ^Countries  to  wliicli 
I Exported. 


j 

Native  Products,  j 

Cocoa..  . . 1 

United  Kingdom. . 
France 

1 

Total . . . . j 

.. 

Copra  . . . . 1 

1 

I 

1 

United  Kingdom . . 
Germany  . . 

Grand  Canary 
Windward  Coast .. 

Total . . . . 1 

•• 

Coffee 

United  Kingdom . . 

Cola  nuts  , , 

Windward  Coast  .. 

Ebony 

! 

United  Kingdom .. 
France 

Germany  . . 

Total . . 

• . 

Gum  copal  •, 

United  Kingdom  .. 

Ivory..  ..  .. 

United  Kingdom  .. 

Palm  kernels 

United  Kingdom.. 
France 

Germany  . . 

Grand  Canary 
Windward  Coast  . . 

Total . . 

• • 

Palm  oil  ..  .. 

United  Kingdom . . 
France 

Germany  . . 

Gi-and  Canary 
Windward  Coast  . . 

Total . . 

•• 

Rubber 

United  Kingdom.. 

British  and  Foreign 
Manufactures. 

Ale,  beer,  and  porter 

Niger  Territories. . 

Beads. . 

United  Kingdom . . 
Germany  ..  .. 

Niger  Territories. . 
Windward  Coast  . . 

Total . . 

(1441) 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

5.  d. 

Lbs. 

21,340 

304 

9 

9 

>>  • • 

420 

4 

0 

0 

•• 

21,760 

308 

9 

9 

Tons  . . 

7 

61 

0 

0 

>>  • • 

1 

10 

0 

0 

• * 

2 

12 

0 

0 

• • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

• • 

11 

88 

0 

0 

Lbs. 

2,798 

53 

6 

3 

Packages 

2 

10 

0 

0 

Tons 

236 

904  15 

7 

»> 

71 

294 

17 

6 

» 

136 

518 

6 

6 

•• 

443 

1,717  19 

7 

Lbs.  . . 

756 

22 

1 

0 

ff  • • 

2,737 

1,023 

1 

5 

Tons 

11,946 

101,684 

14 

8 

273 

2,467 

0 

0 

• • 

19,468 

166,605 

8 

9 

322 

2,544 

15 

0 

» • • 

165 

1,455 

0 

0 

32,174 

274,756 

18 

5 

Imp.  Gals. 

6,237,518 

305,325 

2 

2 

2,445,261 

112,041 

4 

4 

ff  • • 

609,541 

29,802 

13 

3 

292,497 

13,440 

12 

•6 

”,  .• 

49,050 

2,250 

0 

0 

9,633,867 

462,859 

12 

3 

Lbs. 

373,839 

15,536 

14 

8 

Doz.  Bots. 

17 

11 

3 

2 

Packages 

2 

120 

0 0 

»>  • • 

4 

406 

0 

0 

• • 

9 

79 

19 

2 

• * 

1 

15 

0 

0 

4 • 

16 

620 

19 

2 

B 
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Exports  from  the  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  with  Quantity  and 
Value,  from  August  1,  1891,  to  July  31,  1892 — continued. 


Principal  Articles. 

Countries  to  which 
Exported. 

British  and  Foreign 
Manufactures — 
continued. 

Beef  and  pork 

Niger  Territories. . 

Building  materials  . . 

Niger  Territories. . 

Bread  and  biscuits  . . 

Niger  Territories. . 

Coopers’  stores 

Niger  Territories. . 

Cotton  good ^ 

! United  Kingdom  . . 
j Germany  . . 

Niger  Territories  . 
Windward  Coast  . . 
Leeward  Coast 

Totil  . . 

1 

Candles 

Niger  Territories. . 
Leeward  Coast 

Total . . 

.. 

Cordage  and  twine  . . 

Niger  Territories.. 
Leeward  Coast 

Total . . 

.. 

Earthenware.  • . . ' 

Niger  Territories. . 

Furniture  • . , . ; 

Niger  Territories. . 

Gin  and  Geneva 

Kroo  Coast 

Niger  Territories,. 
Leeward  Coast  . . 

Total . . . . 1 

Guns.,  ,, 

! 

i 

Kroo  Coast 

United  Kingdom . . 
Niger  Territories,. 
Leeward  Coast  . . 

Total « , 

. . 

Gunpowder  . . . . 

Kroo  Coast 

Niger  Territories. . 
Leeward  Coast  . . 

Total . « . . j 

.. 

Hardware  and  Cutlery 

1 

United  Kingdom . . 
Niger  Territories . . 
Windward  Coast  . . 
Leeward  Coast 

Total . . . . ' 

• • 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ «.  d. 

Packages 

18 

i 

41  16  5 

» • * 

1,139 

406  18  6 

)}  • • 

84 

33  8 10 

f}  • • 

733 

489  2 9 

Packages 

2 

' 4 3 0 

1 • • 

1 

1 0 8 0 

• • 

570 

i 10,461  17  4 

i9  * • 

6 

204  3 5 

• • 

478 

44  14  8 

•• 

1,057 

10,715  6 5 

Packages 

41 

22  12  0 

n • • 

28 

2 4 4 

•• 

69 

24  16  4 

Packages 

1 

1 10  0 

• • 

17 

1 9 9 

i 

18 

2 19  9 

1 

Packages  j 

69 

33  6 0 

1 

a • • 

2 

9 19  8 

Gallons  . . 

845 

115  18  4 

• ) • • 

24,946 

2,280  18  2 

n • • 

472 

67  8 2 

• • 

26,263 

2,464  4 8 

Number. . 

359 

172  12  10 

• • 

61 

88  18  6 

i)  • • 

26 

42  15  7 

• • 

20 

5 11  10 

466 

316  18  9 

Lbs.  . . 

9,717 

202  8 11 

• • 

18,000 

272  18  6 

• • 

1 

820 

116  7 

28,537 

486  13  0 

Packages 

31 

378  2 0 

f}  • • 

1,681 

693  12  6 

;>  •• 

6 

10  19  3 

9}  • • 

1,235 

19  17  2 

t • 

2,952 

1,102  10  10 

OLD  CALABAK. 
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Extorts  from  tlie  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  with  Quantity  and 
Value,  from  August  1,  1891,  to  July  31,  189:1— continued. 


Principal  Articles. 

Countries  to  which 
Exported. 

British  and  Foreign 
Manufactures — 
continued. 

J ewellery  and  plate . , 

Niger  Territories . . 

Kerosine,  &c.  .. 

Niger  Territories. . 
Windward  Coast . . 

Total . . 

. * 

Lead  

Kroo  Coast 

Niger  Territories. . 
Leeward  Coast  . . 

Total . . . . 

• • 

Lumber  ,, 

United  Kingdom . . 
Niger  Territories. . 

Total . . 

• • 

Leather  goods 

United  Kingdom. . 
Niger  Territories. . 
Windward  Coast  . . 

Total . . 

• • 

Machinery  . . 

United  Kingdom . . 
Niger  Territories  . 

Total.. 

• • 

Provisions  . . . . 

Niger  Territories. . 
Windward  Coast  . . 

Total.. 

1 

f • 

Paints  and  Oil 

Niger  Territories.. 

Rum  . . 

Kroo  Coast 

Niger  Territories. . 
Leeward  Coast  . . 

Total . . 

• • 

Rice  . . 

Niger  Territories.. 

Revolvers  and  pistols 

Gold  Coast 

Salt 

Niger  Territories. . 

Specie 

United  Kingdom .. 

Silk  goods  , , 

United  Kingdom. . 
Germany  . . 

Niger  Territories. . 
Leeward  Coast 

Total . . , . 

• • 

xuiai . . 

0441) 


1 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ s.  d. 

Packages 

7 

66  1 4 

y>  • • 

16 

8 14  9 

f)  • • 

10 

25  15  0 

*•  i 

26 

34  9 9 

Lbs.  . . 

488 

5 13  2 

• • 

290 

2 3 11 

• • 

438 

4 4 9 

• • 

1,216 

• 12  1 10 

Ft.  Super. 

276 

2 0 0 

»>  • • 

8,117 

68  0 11 

•• 

8,393 

60  0 11 

Packages 

1 

6 6 0 

}9  • • 

1 

6 3 6 

• • 

1 

4 8 10 

•• 

3 

14  17  4 

Packages 

1 

10  10  0 

1 yy  • • 

1 

1 

6 0 0 

• • 

2 

16  10  0 

Packages 

i 304 

355  12  3 

n •• 

! 1 

1 16  0 

• • 

805 

357  8 3 

Packages 

39 

6 9 0 

Gallons  . . 

2,273 

460  6 3 

• • 

4,314 

148  2 10 

9}  • • 

84 

6 0 0 

•• 

6,671 

614  9 1 

Cwts.  . . 

200 

134  8 11 

Number. . 

100 

38  10  10 

Tons 

348 

698  9 6 

Packages 

2 

09 

O 

o 

>>  • • 

2 

90  0 0 

>}  • • 

1 

1 12  0 

9 

222  11  8 

• • 

83 

7 11  8 

• f 

^ 45 

321  16  4 

B 2 
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Exports  from  tho  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  with  Quaiitity  and 
Vnlue,  from  August  1,  1891,  to  July  31,  1892 — continued. 


rriucipal  Articles.  Com. tries  to  which 
Exported. 


British  and  Foreign 
Manufactures — 
continued. 

Tobacco 

Kroo  Coast 

Niger  Territories. . 
Leeward  Coast  . . 

Total.. 

.. 

Umbrellas,  &c. 

Niger  Territories. . 

Whiskey 

Niger  Territories. . 

Wines 

N iger  Territories . . 

Woollen  goods 

Windward  Coast  . . 

Wearing  apparel 

Niger  Territories . . 
Leeward  Coast 

Total . . 

.. 

Produce  of  the  Oil 
Rivers — 

Value  .. 

British  and  foreign 
manufactures — 
Value  of  princi- 
pal articles  . . 
Value  of  other 
articles 

•• 

Total . . 

•• 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 8.  d. 

Lbs. 

1,149 

1 

33  8 5 

f > • • 

21,346 

367  15  1 

9t  • ♦ 

195 

7 15  1 

•• 

22,690 

408  18  ■ 

Packages 

2 

39  15  10 

Gallons  . . 

■ 15 

5 3 6 

Doz.  Bots. 

111 

82  2 0 

Packages 

1 

414  5 

tf  • • 

8 

102  9 10 

>>  • • 

203 

11  16  11 

• • 

211 

114  6 9 

•• 

•• 

756,376  3 4 

19,853  7 4 

•• 

•• 

3,910  6 5 

•• 

•• 

780,189  17  1 

Table  C. — Return  showing  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports  and 
Duty  Collected  in  each  District  of  the  Oil  Rivers  Pro- 
tectorate, from  August  1,  1891,  to  July  31,  1892. 


District. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total  Value  of 

Value. 

Duty  Collected. 

Value. 

Trade. 

Old  Calabar,  including  Qua 

£ s.  d. 

£ a.  d. 

£ s.d. 

£ a.  d. 

Ibo  

216,657  1 3 

30,015*18  10 

217,714  19  3 

434,272  16  C 

Opobo  

Bonny,  including  New 

161,411  1 

24,120  0 1 

195,561  6 1 

356,972  15  2 

Calabar  

196,091  i3  11 

22,161  19  9 

174,704  19  10 

370,796  13  9 

Brass  

40,576  7 10 

2,812  15  5 

65,579  4 2 

106,165  12  0 

Benin 

74,029  3 6 

5,309  7 7 

65,141  2 1 

139,170  5 6 

Warri  

59,757  0 2 

3,216  0 8 

61,438  6 8 

121,195  6 10 

Total  

748,423  12  8 

87,696  2 4 

780,139  17  1 

1,628,563  9 9 

OLD  CALABAR. 
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Table  D. — Statement  showing  Value  of  Imports  from  and 
Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  other  Countries  from 
August  I,  1891,  to  July  31,  1892. 


Countries. 

Value. 

Total  Trade. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

£ 8.  d. 

£ . d. 

£ s.  d. 

United  Kingdom 

580,177  0 8 

427,268  10  1 

1,007,445  10  9 

Germany 

80,403  1 9 

114,807  1 10 

195,210  3 7 

France 

2 1 6 

197,352  14  6 

197,354  16  0 

Holland 

FI iger  Territory 

81,447  4 9 

19,449  15  6 

81,447  4 9 
19,449  15  6 

Other  countries  .. 

6,394*  4 0 

21,261  15  2 

27,655  19  2 

Total  . . 

748,423  12  8 

780,139  17  1 

1,528,563  9 9 

Table  G. — Return  showing  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels 
Entered  and  Cleared  in  each  District  of  the  Oil  Rivers 
Protectorate  from  August  1,  1891,  to  July  31,  1892. 


District. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Old  Calabar 

61 

6.5,942 

59 

62,998 

Opobo  .. 

49 

60,859 

49 

60,859 

Bonny,  including  New 

Calabar 

84 

99,052 

78 

90,450 

Brass 

44 

57,326 

42 

66,051 

Benin  . . 

46 

50,443 

45 

49,464 

W arri  . . 

•• 

57 

68,833 

57 

68,833 

20 


AFRICA 


* The  above  are  vessels  arriving  from  Hamburg  via  Rotterdam  and  Havre,  but  with  no  cargo  from  France. 
T 22  vessels  cleared  for  France  are  those  of  the  ‘.iS  to  Germany  taking  cargo  for  Havre. 


OLD  CALABAR. 
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Ketiirn  J. — A Procla.mation  Imposing  Customs  Duties  within 

the  Oil  Rivers  Protectonite  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Year  of  tlie 

Reign  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria. 

Whereas  it  is  necessnry  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the 
administration  of  the  British  Protectorate  of  the  Oil  Rivers, 
notified  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  tlie  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Empress  of  India,  &c.,  &c.,  on  June 
5,  1885 ; and  whereas  jurisdiction  for  the  purposes  of  such 
administration  has  been  conferred  by  Her  Majesty  on  Major 
Claude  Maxwell  MacDonald,  under  the  Africa  Order  in  Council 
of  1889  : Be  it  enacted  as  follows  : — 

I.  This  Proclamation  shall  extend  to  the  Oil  Rivers  Protecto- 
rate, and  shall  commence  and  come  into  operation  on  August  1, 
1891. 

II.  Upon  and  from  and  after  August  1,  1891,  there  shall  be 
raised,  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  upon  goods  imported  into 
any  part  of  the  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  the  several  Duties  of 
Customs  as  the  same  are  respectively  inserted,  described,  and  set 
forth  in  the  First  Part  of  the  Schedule  to  this  Proclamation 
annexed : Provided  that  the  goods  specified  or  included  in  the 
Second  Part  of  the  said  Schedule  shall  be  exempt  from  duty. 

III.  No  Duties  of  Customs  shall  be  charged  or  levied  upon 
any  Wines,  Spirits,  or  Tobacco,  which  shall  have  been  warehoused 
without  payment  of  Duty  on  the  first  entry  thereof,  or  duly 
entered  and  landed  to  be  warehoused,  although  not  actually 
deposited  in  the  warehouse,  and  delivered  for  exportation  and 
duly  exported  to  any  place  beyond  the  limits  to  which  this 
Proclamation  extends. 
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SCHEDULE. 

THE  FIRST  PART. 

TABLE  or  DUTIE3. 


Description. 

( 

Amount. 

On  wine,  ale,  porter,  and  beer  of  every 
sort  . . 

Per  case  of  one  dozen  old 
wine  bottles  (or  part  thereof) 

#.  d. 

0 6 

On  brandy,  rum,  gin,  liqueur,  and  mis- 
cellaneous spirits  or  strong  waters, 
not  being  sweetened  or  mixed  with 
any  article,  so  that  the  degree  of 
strength  cannot  be  ascertained  by 
Sykes’  hydrometer,  where  the  degree 
of  strength  does  not  exceed  proof  . . 

Per  each  imperial  gallon  (or 
part  thereof)  , . 

1 0 

And  for  every  degree  or  part  of  a 
degree  over  proof,  an  additional 
duty 

Per  the  imperial  gallon  (or 
part  thereof)  . , 

0 1 

On  brandy,  gin,  rum,  liqueurs,  and 
miscellaneous  spirits  or  strong 
waters,  these  being  sweetened  or  so 
mixed  that  the  degree  of  strength 
cannot  be  ascertained  as  aforesaid  .. 

Per  each  imperial  gallon  (or 
part  thereof) 

i 

i 

1 1 ^ 

On  unmanufactured  tobacco  . . 

Per  lb.  (or  part  thereof) 

! 0 2 

„ gunpowder  . . 

ff  }f  • • 

0 2 

.,  salt  . . . . . . . . . . 

Per  ton  (or  part  thereof)  . . 

4 0 

,,  lead,  in  any  form  . • 

Per  lb.  (or  part  thereof) 

0 1 

„ flint  lock  trade  guns,  knowm  as 
“Danes”  .. 

Each  . . 

1 0 

„ percussion-cap  or  muzzle-loading 
guns  ..  ..  ..  .« 

2 6 

THE  SECOND  PART. 


TABLE  OF  EXEMPTIONS. 

All  goods  imported  by  the  Consul-General  for  his  private  use. 

All  goods  imported  with  the  sanction  of  the  Consul-General  for  the  service  of 
any  public  department  of  the  Protectorate. 

Note. — Customs  duties  will  be  paid  in  British  currency,  or  one  half  by  approved 
drafts  on  banks  in  Great  Britain,  the  other  half  in  currency. 
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liable  K. — List  of  Articles  of  Merchandise  Imported  into  the  Oil 
Kivers  Protectorate,  showing  Particulars  required  in  Bills 
of  Entries  of  every  Description  (including  Beach  Permits 
and  the  Entries  therefor)  and  for  Statistical  Accounts  and 
Returns. 


N.B. — Value  is  required  in  every  case. — Importers  are  requested 
to  see  that  Place  of  Origin  of  Goods  is  correctly  stated. 


Number. 

Description. 

Remarks. 

1 

Specific. 

Ale,  beer,  and  porter  (all  kinds). . 

Dozen  O.W. 

2 

Brandy 

Bottles 

Imp.  gallons 

3 

Gin  and  geneva  . . 

>> 

4 

Gunpowder 

Lbs. 

5 

Number 

6 

Lead  •• 

Lbs. 

7 

Liqueurs  . . . . . . 

Imp.  gallons 

Cherry  cordials  . . . . . . 

See  liqueurs 

8 

Percussion  capi  . . 

Number  .. 

Free  until  furthernotice 

9 

Hum 

Imp.  gallons 

10 

Tons 

11 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured 

Lbs. 

12 

Whiskey  . . . . 

Imp.  gallons 

13 

Wines  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Dozen  O.W. 

Free. 

Acids  . . . . . . t . 

bottles 

See  drugs  and  medicines 

Alkali  

. . 

See  drugs  and  medicines 

1 

Ammunition 

Packages 

2 

Including  shot  and  shell,  not 
lead,  rockets,  explosives,  fuse 
and  ammunition  not  otherwise 
enumerated  herein. 

Anchors  and  chains 

Number 

3 

Animals  (living)  . . 

4 

Articles  for  repair  or  return 

Packages 

All  articles  to  be  specified. 

(§  63  of  Regulation  No.  1 of  1891). 

Articles  (for  use  as  food)  not 
otherwise  enumerated  in  this 
list  as  Provisions. 

Asphalte  . . 

1 

See  building  materials 

5 

Bags  and  sacks  . . 

Packages 

6 

Beads  (all  kinds) . . . . . . 

1 

7 

Bedding  . . . . . . . . 

9> 

r 8 

Beef  and  pork  (in  barrel)  t . 

9 

Bitters  . . . . • • . • 

n 

10 

Blue,  indigo  . . . . • • 

99 

11 

Boats  and  canoes . , . . • • 

Number 

20 
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List  of  Articles  of  Merchandise  Imported^  &c. — continued. 


Number. 

Description. 

Remarks. 

Free— continued. 

1 

j 

12 

Books,  printed  . . . . . . i 

Packages  j 

13 

Br-^ad  and  biscuit  (all  kinds)  , . j 

1 

14 

Brass  and  copperware  ..  ..  | 

Including  all  articles  of  brass 
or  copper  not  otherwise 
enu’ueratsd  in  tiiis  list.  ' 

15 

Building  materials  ..; 

Including  bricks,  tiles  or  slates, 
s’.iingles,  drain  pipes,  lime, 
cement,  mortar,  wooden  houses, 
galvanised  sheets,  gutters,  and 
nails,  roofing  felt,  tarpauling, 
and  other  materials  not  other- 
wise enumerated  in  this  list,  i 

1 

>> 

i 

1 

i 

16 

Candles  (all  kinds)  ..  ..j 

\ 

Canvas 

• • 

See  cotton  goods 

17 

Carriages  and  carts 

Number 

Castor  oil  . . 

See  drugs  and  medicines 

Casks,  empty 

See  coopers’  stores 

Cattle 

See  animals 

Chalk  

See  coopers’  stores 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

See  tobacco,  manu- 
factured 

18 

Clocks  and  watches 

Packages 

19 

Clothing,  Military  and  Houssa  . . 

20 

Coals 

Including  patent  fuel. 

Tons 

Sec  tir 

Coal  tar  . . 

. . 

Coin  . . . . . . 

. . 

See  specie 

21 

Combs  and  brushes 

Packages 

See  provisions 

Confectionery 

Packages 

22 

Coopers’  stores  • . 

Including  casks,  shooks,  staves, 
hoops  (iron  or  wood\  rivets 
and  tenter  hooks. 

• 

23 

Cordage  and  twine 

M 

Lime  juice  cordials 

See  mineral  waters 

24 

Corkwood  . . . . 

Packages 

See  provisions 

Corn,  Indian 

. . 

25 

Cotton  go^ds 

Packages 

26 

Drugs  and  medicines 

S9 

Sec  miscellanecus 

D/ Johns,  empty  .. 

27 

Earthenware 

Packages 

Flags  

See  miscellaneous 

28 

Flints  (in  kegs)  ... 

Packages 

29 

Flour  (in  barrel  or  kegs) 

99 

Fruits  (all  kinds) 

t • 

Sec  provisions 

SO 

Furniture  . 

Including  articles  of  iron,  tin, 
wood,  wicker  or  other  material 
for  use  as  house  or  office  furni- 
ture and  not  otherwise  enume- 
rated in  this  list. 

Packages 

31 

Glassrvare . . 

99 

See  provisions 

Groc  ries  ..  .. 

Including  all  articles  not  other- 
wise enumerated  in  this  list. 

OLD  OALABAU. 


27 


List  of  Articles  of  Merchandise  Imported, 


Number. 

Descrip!  ion. 

Free  —continued. 

32 

Haberdashery 

Including  millinery,  embroidery, 
neediewurk,  and  all  minor 
articles  used  in  making  up 
apparel,  and  which  cannot  be 
accurately  returned  under  the 
heads  of  cotton,  silk,  or 
woollen  goods. 

Packages 

Hair  oil  . . 

33 

Hardware  and  cutlery  .. 

Including  all  articles  made  of 
iron,  steel,  tin,  or  other  metal 
(except  brass,  copper,  or  lead) 
and  not  usually  classified  as 
furniture  or  as  machinery  or 
otherwise  enumerated  in  this 
list. 

Packages 

Hats  and  caps 

84 

Indiarubber  goods 

Including  articles  made  of 
indiarubber  or  guttapercha. 

Packages 

35 

Instruments,  musical 

36 

Instruments,  scientific  . . 

37 

Jewellery  and  plate  (gold  and 

silver) 

38 

Kerosene  and  other  illuminating 

oils 

39 

Lamps 

40 

Leather  goods 

Including  boots  and  shoes, 
harness,  and  articles  of  every 
description  made  of  leather,  or 
for  the  preservation  of  leather. 

ft 

Linen  goods 

• • 

41 

Lumber  . . 

Feet  super. 

42 

Machinery  (all  kinds)  . . 

Package j 

Matches 

Matchets  .. 

, . 

Mats 

Masts  and  spars  . . 

43 

Military  stores  . . 

Not  otherwise  enumerated. 

Packages 

44 

Mineral  waters  ..  ..  .. 

Mirrors 

Miscellaneous 

Oakum 

45 

Oars 

Including  paddles. 

Number 

Oilman’s  stores  . . 

46 

Oils 

Not  being  drug,  perfumed, 
kerosene,  or  paint  oils. 

Packages 

47 

Paints  and  oils  . . . . . . 

Including  paints,  oils,  varnish, 
dryers,  putty,  and  painters’ 
small  wares. 

48 

Perfumery  ••  •• 

>» 

&:c. — continue  J. 


Remarks. 


See  perfumery 


See  wearing  apparel 


See  cotton  gcoch 

See  miscellaneous 
Seehardware  and  cutlery 
See  furniture 
See  lumber 


See  furniture 
See  end  of  list 
See  miscellaneous 


See  provisions 
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List  of  Articles  of  Merchandise  Imported,  Sec. — continued. 


Number. 

Description.  j 

Remarks. 

Fkee— continued.  : 

1 

49 

Photographic  materials  . . 

1 

Packages 

Including  apparatus,  and  all 
materials  used  in  photography. 

60 

Pipes  (clay  and  all  kinds) 

Pitch 

See  tar 

61 

Pictures  . . 

Packages 

52 

Printing  materials  . . 

Including  presses,  type,  inks, 

paper,  and  apparatus  and 
material  used  in  printing. 

53 

Ponl  try  . . , . . . 

Number 

64 

Provisions . . 

Packages 

Including  all  articles  of  food 

not  otherwise  enumerated  in 
this  list. 

65 

Pice  . . 

Cwt. 

Safes,  iron. . . . 

See  furniture 

Seeds  and  plants  . . . . 

See  miscellaneous 

Sewing  machines . . 

• • 

See  machinery 

56 

Silk  goods.,  .. 

Packages 

See  manufactured  to- 

Snuff   

• • 

bacco 

67 

Soap  , . . . 

Packages 

See  perfumery 

Soap,  fancy  . , 

, . 

68 

Specie  . . . . 

Packages 

Including  gold,  silver,  bronze, 
or  copper  coins  of  all  kinds 
not  prohibited. 

69 

Stationery . . 

1 ■ 

Including  paper,  pens,  ink,  and 
all  articles  used  as  stationery 
except  printers  or  telegraph 
stationery. 

1 

60 

Steam  launches  . • 

Number 

61 

Straw  manufacture 

Packages 

62 

Tar  (all  kinds)  . . . . . . 

yf 

63 

Telegraph  material  . . « . 

Including  wire,  posts,  appara- 
tus, stationery,  and  all  articles 
used  in  telegraphy. 

Telescope 

See  instruments,  scien- 

tific 

Tinware  . . . . . . , . 

See  hardware  and  cutlery 

64 

Tobacco,  manufactured  . . . • 

Tombstones 

Lbs. 

See  miscellaneous 

Tools 

See  hardware  and  cutlery 

Toys  . . 

, , 

See  miscellaneous 

65 

Umbrellas,  <6c.  . . 

Packages 

Including  parasols,  frames, 
walking  sticks,  and  similar 
articles. 

Vegetables 

, . 

See  provisions 

66 

Velocipedes 

Number 

67 

Vessels  .. 

Number  and 

Including  all  vessels,  steam  or 

Tonnage 

sail,  with  equipment  imported, 
or  wrecked  and  sold  in  the 

( 

Protectorate, 
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List  of  Articles  of  Merchandise  Imported,  &c. — continued. 


Number. 

Description. 

Remarks. 

Free— continued. 

68 

Wearing  apparel  .. 

Wicker  goods  . . . . 

Packages 

See  straw  manufacture 

69 

Wood  manufacture  .. 

Packages 

70 

Woollen  goods  ..  ..  .. 

1 

71 

Weights  and  scales 

» ! 

i 

j 

N.B. — As  to  bills  of  entries: — ITo  entry  is  to  be  passed  for  ‘‘samples,” 
“sundries,”  “effects,”  “private  effects,”  miscellaneous,  or  goods  under  any  similar 
indefinite  designation. 

All  goods  imported  are  to  be  described  in  bills  of  entries  by  their  usual  trad© 
designation,  or  as  stated  in  invoice. 

As  to  classification  in  Accounts  and  Eeturns  : — Should  any  article  imported  not 
be  found  enumerated  in  the  foregoing  lists,  or  not  fall  properly  under  any  general 
head  therein,  classification  will  be  permitted  under  the  general  head  of  miscel- 
laneous, but  the  name  of  the  article  must  be  stated  as  a sub-head  in  all  returns. 


30 


AFRICA. 


List  of  Articles  of  Mercband'se  or  Produce  Exported  from  the 
Oil  Rivers  Protectorate,  showing  Particulars  Required  in  all 
Export  Bills  of  Entries,  and  for  Statistical  Accounts  and 
Returns. 


N.B.— Value  is  required  in  every  case.  Exporters  are  requested 
to  take  due  care  that  the  place  of  destination  is  distinctly 
stated,  and  that  Goods  of  Foreign  origin  are  not  entered  as 
Produce  of  the  Colony. 


Number. 

Description. 

Remarks. 

1 

Articles  for  repair  or  return 

All  articles  to  be  specified. 

(§  63  of  Regulation  No.  1 of  1891). 

Packages 

Barks 

See  miscellaneous 

Beniiiseed . . ..  ..  .. 

. , 

See  miscellaneous 

Cal  1 ashes 

See  miscellaneous 

2 

Calabar  beans 

Lbs. 

3 

Camwood  . . 

f9 

4 

Cocoa 

5 

Cocoanuts . . « . . . 

Number 

6 

Coffee  

Lbs. 

7 

Cola  nuts  . . 

Packages 

8 

Copra 

Tons,  ewts. 

Corn 

, * 

See  miscellaneous 

9 

Cotton,  raw 

Lbs. 

10 

Cowhides.. 

99 

Curiosities 

See  miscellaneous 

11 

Drugs  (native  produce)  . . 

Packages 

12 

Ebony  . . 

Tons 

Fibre  .. 

See  miscellaneous 

Foreign  goods 

• • 

See  end  of  list 

13 

Ginger 

Lbs. 

14 

Gold  and  gold  dust 

Oz. 

15 

Ground  nuts 

Lbs. 

16 

Guinea  grains 

„ 

17 

Gum  cop  d 

! 

18 

Ivory  (all  kinds)  . . 

19 

Leopard  skins  - . . 

Number 

20 

Lumber  (native  timber).. 

Feet  super. 

21 

Monkey  skins 

Number 

Nuts,  tiger  ..  .. 

, , 

See  miscellaneous 

Nuts,  corossos  ..  *> 

See  miscellaneous 

Nuts,  other  kinds 

See  miscellaneous 

22 

Ores  (not  gold)  . . 

Tons 

23 

Palm  kernels 

„ 

24 

Palm  oil  . . . . . . .. 

Imp.  gallons 

Porcupine  quills  ,, 

. . 

See  miscellaneous 

25 

Quartz 

Tons 

26 

Rubber,  Indian  . . 

Lbs. 

Samples  .. 

See  miscellaneous 

Seeds,  not  enumerated  above  . . 

, , 

See  miscellaneous 

Shea  butter 

•• 

See  migcellaneous 
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List  of  Articles  of  Merchandise  or  Produce  Exported,  &c. 
— continued. 


Number. 

Description. 

Remarks. 

27 

1 Sheep  skins  (including  goat)  .. 

Number 

' 

28 

1 Specie  (gold  or  silver  coin) 

Packages 

Specimens.. 

See  miscellaneous 

V egetables 

Foreign  goods — 

Goods  originally  imported  will, 
when  exported,  be  entered 
outwards  in  accordance  with 
the  import  list,  in  respect  of 
designation  and  quantities. 

See  miscellaneous 

N.B.  As  to  bills  ot  entries ; — No  entry  is  to  be  passed  for  any  eroods  or  articles 
under  any  indefinite  designation. 

All  goods  or  articles  are  to  be  described  in  export  entries  by  the  usual  trade 
designation,  or  failing  such,  by  the  local  designation. 

As  to  classification  in  accounts  and  returns  : -Classification  of  any  goods  or 
articles  not  enumerated  in  the  above  list  will  be  permitted  under  the  general  head 
or  miscellaneous,  but  the  trade  or  local  designation  must  be  stated  as  a sub-head  in 
all  returns. 


(1441) 
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